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T
he Artemis program is a Moon exploration initiative led 
by the United States National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA). Its goal is to return humans to the 

lunar surface and establish a permanent presence there as 
a stepping stone for future human missions to deeper space. 
Florida has played a large role in this and all previous programs.
The Early Space Race
During the Cold War, a space race began  between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, driving an unprecedented 
era of scientific exploration. The Soviets were first to send a 
human into space on April 12th, 1961. In response, President 
John F. Kennedy challenged the nation “to achieve the goal, 
before this decade is out, of landing a man on the Moon and 
returning him safely to Earth.”
Project Mercury (1958–1963)
Project Mercury included 25 flights between 1958 and 1963, six 
of which carried astronauts. Its main objectives were to orbit a 
human spacecraft around Earth, study human performance 
in space, and safely recover both astronaut and spacecraft. 
More than two million people from government agencies and 
aerospace industries contributed their expertise to make the 
project possible. Mercury proved that humans could function 
in space for periods of up to 34 hours in weightlessness.                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                             - Continued on Page 6 

The Artemis Program: Legacy of Human Space Exploration

NASA’s First Astronaut team, the Mercury 
“Original Seven.” Front row, left to right, 
Walter M. Schirra, Jr., Donald K. Slayton, 

John H. Glenn, Jr., and M. Scott Carpenter; 
back row, Alan B. Shepard, Jr., Virgil I. “Gus” 

Grissom, and L. Gordon Cooper. (1962)
Photo Courtesy of NASA and Life Magazine

Florida During the
American Revolution

Although it was not one of 
the thirteen original colonies, 
Florida played a role in the 
birth of our nation.
                                 - page 12

The Importance
of Recess

The nation’s leading 
pediatricians released 
new guidance on the 
benefits of free time in 
school.
                                 - page 18

Sugar Sand Festival Recap
In case you missed it, see photos from the 2026 
Sugar Sand Festival at Pier 60.
                                                                  - page 20
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CLEARWATER BEACH 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it Neighborhood News 
because it is about your neighborhood 
- Clearwater Beach. It is mailed to the 
entire 33767 zip code including Island 
Estates and Sand Key - about 6,000 
households, six times a year.
You can pick up additional copies at the 
Pier 60 Welcome Center, Rec Center, 
Beach Library, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, 
Sand Key Realty or the Island Estates 
UPS. 
We hope you enjoy our magazine and 
we want your input. Did you like this 
issue? What suggestions do you have for 
future articles? Call or email us with your 
comments, or take our online survey at 
BeachNewsletters.com.
Keep up to date with your local news; 
follow us on Facebook at Neighborhood 
News Magazine.
Thank you for reading,
Lora and Pete Magnani (813) 361-7376
Lora@MagriffProductions.com

SEE YOU AGAIN 
IN AUGUST!

CREDITS

JUNE
No Fertilizing June Through September
Dunedin Pride Month		        
Hurricane  Season Begins	  1
Red Bull Cliff Diving St Pete Pier	  5-6
Belleair Bluffs Hurricane Expo 	  6
158th Belmont Stakes		   6
D-Day Remebrance Day		  6
Symphony by the Sea at the Sound 6
Corey Av Art &Craft Fest St Pete Beach 6
International Children’s Day	  8
23rd FIFA World Cup Begins	  11
FIFA USA vs Paraguay		   12
Tampa Bay Spearfishing Challenge 13
Flag Day			    14
Vince Gill at Ruth Eckerd Hall	  19
FIFA USA vs Australia		   19
Father/Daughter Dance Ruth Eckerd   20
Father’s Day			    21
First Day of Summer		   21
FIFA USA vs Turkey		   25
St Pete Pride Weekend 	  26-28
Wimbledon Begins		   29

JULY
National Postal Workers Day	  1
Fourth of July			    4
Clearwater Celebrates 250	  3-4
Fireworks Largo Central Park	  4
Fireworks at Coachman Park	  4
MLB Home Run Derby		   13
MLB All-Star Game		   14
Bastille Day			    14
Parents’ Day			    26
The Black Keys at the Sound	  28

 CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS
As always, this is subject to change.

More details for items highlighted in red can be found in the Did You Know? Bar/
Restaurant News, Business Briefs, Community News, or in articles or ads.
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and More...Did You Know
SALES TAX HOLIDAY
The Back-to-School Sales Tax 
Holiday runs from August 1st–
31st saving parents on supplies 
for the upcoming school year. 
Exempt items include clothing 
($100 or less), footwear ($100 
or less), wallets/bags ($100 or 
less), school supplies ($50 or less), 
learning aids/jigsaw puzzles ($30 
or less), and personal computers/
accessories ($1,500 or less). Visit 
FloridaRevenue.com for more 
information and a complete list of 
included items.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
AIRPORT IMPOVEMENTS St. Pete-Clearwater International 
Airport (PIE) is currently rescoping the Terminal Improvement 
project to meet budget and infrastructure priorities. 
With the immediate need for additional parking, the 
Parking Garage project was prioritized in their Capital 
Improvement Plan.
The plan, approved last year, includes a 2,000-space 
parking garage to replace the 76-spot “Strawberry PIE” 
lot. The garage is expected to open in Summer 2027 along 
with a Terminal Improvement Project, with approximately 
$110 million allocated for upgrades including more 
terminal seating and new jet bridges.
Terminal Improvement Design work is expected to resume 
soon. The work will involve improvements to the existing 
terminal building, as well as a terminal building expansion 
just north of baggage claim with jet bridges.
In other PIE news, Mark Sprague was named Director of 
St. Pete-Clearwater Airport. Sprague became the Deputy 
Director in 2015 and then the Interim Director in October of 
last year, where he guided strategic planning, oversaw daily 
and emergency operations and led construction planning for 
a new terminal building and parking structure.	         	         
NO MORE FREE PARKING  Non-residents now must 
pay to park at public beach access points on Indian Rocks 
Beach. A six-month pilot program began in May to charge 
visitors in one of the last Pinellas beachfront communities to 
offer free parking. 
Indian Rocks residents can still park for free while 
displaying a special permit obtained through the city’s 
website. City officials say the funds generated will help with 
infrastructure improvements and rebuilding costs after the 
2024 hurricanes.
ParkMobile machines have been installed in the beach 
access lots charging $4.50 per hour for visitors. The fee will 
be enforced from 8am-10pm in public beach access points 
citywide. The new program also increased violation fines 
from $75 to $100.                                                                                                                                                                        
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN AUGUST If you need another 
copy  of this magazine, pick one up at all City Halls, Panera 
Bread, The UPS Store, and Belleair Market. If you need more 
than a few, call (813) 361-7376. 
Read this issue and others at BeachNewsletters.com. 
Follow us on Facebook for local news.

CLEARWATER AQUARIUM UPDATES Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium’s (CMA) Nesting Team located its first sea turtle 
nest in Pinellas County last month. The CMA Sea Turtle 
Conservation Program monitors approximately 21 miles 
of beaches between Caladesi Island and Treasure Island 
with daily patrols starting before sunrise every day during 
the nesting season. As nesting sea turtles return to the coast 
and begin to emerge from the Gulf looking for a safe and 
suitable nesting site, CMA reminds everyone to please put 
away any beach furniture and other potential obstructions that 
may deter sea turtles, slow down on the water, and switch to 
sea turtle-friendly lighting to help ensure the survival of these 
endangered animals. 
On a somber note, CMA announced the passing of Star, age 
27. The Atlantic Bottlenose dolphin joined the CMA family in 
December 2025. Last month, Star appeared to show signs 
of discomfort requiring supportive care. CMA’s veterinary 
team, animal care specialists, and independent outside 
experts evaluated and monitored her health around the clock. 
Despite their best efforts, Star’s condition declined and she 
passed away on May 8th.	         	         
FLORIDA LAGS IN TIPPING SERVERS The Restaurant 
Trends Report, powered by Toast, a restaurant point-of-sale 
platform, uncovers key trends across the restaurant industry 
through aggregated sales data from approximately 140,000 
bars and restaurants nationwide. According to the report, 
while declared tips at full-service restaurants rose slightly in 
2025, Florida tied Nevada for third lowest tip rates in the 
country, with both states averaging 18.2 percent. California 
took first place of the worst with a 17.3 percent average and 
Washington state came in second with 17.8 percent. Delaware 
remained the best state for tipping for the second quarter in a 
row with an average of 22.1 percent.	         	         
CLEARWATER BEACH MARINA UPDATE Phase One 
of the project has been completed, which included the 
demolition and rebuilding of the west side of the marina. 
Tourism boating operations are now in their new slips 
along Coronado Drive. The fishing fleet and dinner boats 
are currently in temporary locations but continue to be fully 
operational and accessible along the floating docks. The 
new fuel dock is not operational at this time.
The second phase of the project is projected to be completed 
in August. For more information, visit MyClearwater.com.
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The Space Race, Continued

Project Gemini (1961–1966)
Conceived in 1961, Project Gemini 
followed Mercury and tested equipment 
and mission procedures essential for 
the upcoming Apollo Moon missions. 
Its main goals included evaluating long 
duration spaceflight (up to 14 days), 
perfecting orbital rendezvous and docking 
techniques, improving re-entry and 
landing methods, and studying the effects 
of extended space travel on astronauts.
Named after the constellation “The 
Twins,” Gemini spacecraft carried two 
astronauts per mission. Between 1965 
and 1966, ten Gemini missions flew 
with sixteen individual astronauts.
Project Apollo (1961–1972)
Project Apollo conducted eleven crewed 
missions, including six successful Moon 
landings. These followed a series of 
uncrewed test flights.
In July 1969, Apollo 11, crewed 
by Commander Neil Armstrong, 
Command Module Pilot Michael Collins, 
and Lunar Module Pilot Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin, achieved the first lunar landing. 
Armstrong became the first human to 
walk on the Moon, followed by Aldrin.
In April 1970, Apollo 13 launched with 
the goal of becoming the third lunar 
landing. Two days into the mission, 
an oxygen tank in the service module 
exploded, crippling the spacecraft’s 
life-support and power systems. The 
landing was aborted, but Commander 
Jim Lovell, Pilot Jack Swigert, and Lunar 
Module Pilot Fred Haise returned safely 
to Earth using backup systems, splashing 
down in the Pacific Ocean.
By the mid-1970s, political tensions 
between the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
had begun to ease. Competition gave 
way to cooperation with the 
Apollo–Soyuz Test Project, setting the 
stage for international partnerships in 
the Space Shuttle Program and later the 
International Space Station (ISS).

The Space Shuttle 
Era (1981–2011)
Beginning in 1981, the 
Space Shuttle Program 
flew 135 missions and 
carried 355 astronauts 
from 16 countries into 
space. Each shuttle 
consisted of an orbiter, 
two reusable solid 
rocket boosters, and 
a disposable external 
fuel tank. The system 
could carry up to eight 
astronauts and 50,000 

pounds of payload into low-Earth orbit.
Over three decades, the reusable orbiters 
Columbia, Challenger, Discovery, 
Atlantis, and Endeavour conducted 
satellite launches and repairs, carried out 
scientific research, and helped construct 
the ISS. However, NASA tragically lost 
two crews of seven astronauts in the 
1986 Challenger and 2003 Columbia 
accidents. The shuttle program concluded 
in 2011 with Atlantis’ final flight. It 
was retired due to high costs, aging 
technology, and safety concerns.
The Artemis Program: A New Chapter
Established in 2017, the Artemis 
Program marks NASA’s return to lunar 
exploration, aiming to use the Moon as 
a waypoint for future human missions to 
Mars and beyond. At its core is the Orion 
Multi-Purpose Crew Vehicle (MPCV), a 
partially reusable spacecraft designed 
by Lockheed Martin Space Systems. 
Modeled after the Apollo Command 
and Service Module, Orion includes an 
aluminum Crew Module (CM) paired 
with a European Service Module (ESM) 
that provides power and propulsion. 
It can support a crew of four for up to 
21 days undocked or six months while 
docked. Orion is launched atop NASA’s 
Space Launch System (SLS) rocket and 
equipped with a launch escape system 
for safety.
Artemis I, launched on November 16th, 
2022, sent an uncrewed Orion capsule 
around the Moon. Artemis II, launched 
on March 30, 2024, carried four 
astronauts on a lunar flyby-returning 
humans to deep space for the first time 
since Apollo 17.
Artemis III, scheduled for 2027, will 
test a Human Landing System (HLS) in 
Earth orbit, and Artemis IV, planned 
for 2028, aims to land astronauts on 
the Moon for the first time in over half 
a century. Subsequent annual missions 
will establish a permanent lunar 
base for scientific research, resource 
development, and preparation for 
crewed Mars missions.

Artemis II: “Integrity” Sets New Records
Sixty-five years after the first human 
spaceflight, Integrity-the name chosen 
by the Artemis II crew for their Orion 
spacecraft, launched from Florida’s 
Kennedy Space Center’s Launch 
Complex 39B on Wednesday, April 1st.
The mission began with Orion entering 
Earth orbit, where Commander Reid 
Wiseman, Pilot Victor Glover, and 
Mission Specialists Christina Koch and 
Jeremy Hansen tested life-support 
systems, including the water dispenser, 
firefighting masks, and onboard toilet. 
On day two, Integrity set off on a free 
return trajectory, looping around the 
Moon and returning to Earth without 
major propulsion maneuvers other than 
course corrections.

On April 6th, Integrity flew within 4,067 
miles of the lunar surface and reached 
252,756 miles from Earth setting a new 
record for the farthest crewed mission 
in history. The spacecraft and crew 
reentered Earth’s atmosphere on April 
10, splashing down safely in the Pacific 
Ocean off San Diego, California, at 6:07 
pm Eastern Time. Recovery was carried 
out by a joint NASA-U.S. Navy team.
Artemis II achieved multiple milestones, 
including traveling a record distance 
of 252,760 miles from Earth and 
completing a 694,481-mile round 
trip. Christina Koch became the first 
woman, and Jeremy Hansen the first 
non-U.S. citizen, to travel to the Moon. 
This historic mission paves the way for 
humanity’s return to the lunar surface 
for the first time in more than fifty years.
The Kennedy Space Center is open to 
the public. They provide tours of each 
mission’s equipment. It is located at 
Space Commerce Way on Merritt Island. 
Visit KennedySpaceCenter.com for more 
information and tickets.

Astronaut Buzz Aldrin on the Moon, NASA

The crew of NASA’s Artemis II mission (left to 
right): NASA astronauts Christina Hammock 
Koch, Reid Wiseman (seated), Victor Glover,

 and Canadian Space Agency astronaut
 Jeremy Hansen, NASA
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ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES OF 
CONVERTING A TRADITIONAL

IRA TO A ROTH IRA
by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
Converting a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA can 
be a powerful financial planning strategy. It 
allows individuals to shift retirement assets 
from a tax deferred environment to one with 
tax free growth. This decision is multifaceted 
and should be evaluated carefully, particularly 
in the context of current and future tax 
expectations, cash flow needs, estate planning 
goals, and investment horizons. 
One of the most appealing benefits of a Roth 
IRA is the ability to take qualified withdrawals tax free. Unlike 
traditional IRAs, Roth IRAs have no lifetime Required Minimum 
Distributions (RMDs). Because the owner is not required to take 
RMDs, the full value of the account can be passed to heirs, who 
may also withdraw the funds tax free.
Tax diversification allows retirees to control their taxable income year 
by year, potentially reducing the impact of Social Security taxation, 
Medicare IRMAA surcharges, or general tax bracket creep.
The most obvious downside of a Roth conversion is the 
immediate tax bill. The amount converted is treated as ordinary 
income. Because a Roth conversion increases taxable income, 
it may have ripple effects on Medicare premium surcharges 
(IRMAA), increase taxes on Social Security benefits, and reduce 
eligibility for certain deductions or credits. 
It is possible that future tax laws could shift in ways that reduce 
the relative advantage of a Roth IRA or make traditional 
tax deferred strategies more appealing. Paying tax on a 
conversion requires liquidity. For individuals who must use 
personal savings, or worse, must withdraw from the IRA itself, 
conversions can reduce total investment capital. 
Roth conversions generally make the most financial sense when 
there is enough time for tax free growth to outweigh the upfront 
tax cost. Those who expect to use the funds in the near future or 
have a limited investment horizon may not benefit.
Consider doing a little each year to fill up your current tax 
bracket. Let’s suppose a couple has $150,00 of taxable 
income. By converting $50,000 they stay in the same 22 
percent tax bracket. Two caveats: 1) you must pay the tax 
with other savings: and 2) you need to make sure that the 
additional income does not affect too negatively the other 
areas mentioned above. 
Take advantage of our complimentary one-hour consultation 
in our Clearwater office or by Zoom. We can help determine 
whether a Roth conversion makes sense for your financial/
retirement plan. 

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Founder and Executive Chair 
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, Info@Provise.com 

The information herein is general and educational in nature and 
should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations 
are complex and are subject to change.
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise 
Management Group, LLC.

By Pete Magnani, Publisher
In Florida, bicycles are legally defined 
as a vehicle and the bicyclists as 
drivers. People riding bicycles have the 
same right to the roadways as drivers 
of motor vehicles and must obey the 
same traffic laws, as those specific to 
bicycles as defined in Florida State 
Statute 316.2065.
Cyclists must obey all traffic controls, 
stop signs, and signals. If a bike lane 
is present, it must be used, if not cyclists 
must ride in the right-most lane, or as 
close to the right-hand curb as possible. 
They may use the full lane to turn left, 
avoid hazards, or pass another vehicle. 
Bicycles are permitted on sidewalks, but 
cyclists have the same rights and duties 
as pedestrians. They must yield right-of-
way and give an audible signal before 
overtaking and passing any pedestrian.
Between sunset and sunrise, the law 
requires a white light on the front and 
a red reflector/light on the rear. Every 
bicycle must be equipped with a brake 
which will enable its rider to stop the bicycle within 25 feet from a speed of 10 miles per hour on dry, level, clean pavement. 
Bikes cannot carry more people than they are designed for, with the exception of an adult rider carrying a child securely 
attached to their person in backpack carrier or sling. A rider may carry a child under four years of age or weighing 40 
pounds or less in a seat or carrier that secures and protects the child from the moving parts of the bicycle. The rider cannot 
leave a child in the seat or carrier when they are not in immediate control of the bicycle.
Helmets are mandatory for all riders and passengers under age 16, including a child riding in a trailer attached to a bicycle, 
and wearing headphones or earplugs while riding is prohibited. It is illegal to ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
When riding in groups, cyclists may not ride more than two abreast, except on a bicycle path. Where bicycle lanes are 
present, riders may only ride side-by-side if both are able to remain in the lane. If it is too narrow, they must ride single file. 
When groups approach a stop sign, they may only proceed after coming to a full stop, and then in groups of ten or fewer 
at a time.
A rider who violates any of the provisions of the statute commits a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a pedestrian 
violation subject to a fine.
The rapid popularity surge of electric bicycles, or e-bikes, necessitated additional regulations, which are spelled out in 
Florida State Statue 316.20655. E-bikes are considered vehicles to the same extent as bicycles and riders have the same 
rights and duties under State law, but local governments may adopt stricter ordinances governing the use of e-bikes on 
bicycle and multiuse paths, trails, beaches, and sidewalks. 
Currently, electric bicycles and their operators are not subject to the provisions of law relating to insurance, driver or motor 
vehicle licenses, vehicle registration, or title certificates. State legislators and many local governments have recently began 
exploring stricter e-bike laws. Last month, the State Senate passed SB 382, which if passed would requires e-bike riders 
on a sidewalk or any other area designated for pedestrian use to maintain a speed of ten miles per hour or less, yield 
to pedestrians, and give an audible signal when overtaking and passing. Violators would commit a non-criminal traffic 
infraction punishable as a moving violation as opposed to a pedestrian offense. The bill would also require the Florida 
Highway Patrol and each police department and sheriff’s office in the state to maintain a list of all the traffic crashes that 
each respective agency investigates which involve an electric bicycle, then send an annual report to the state.
There are three classifications of electric bicycles: 
Class 1 bikes (Low-Speed Pedal-Assisted) are equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is 
pedaling, ceasing assistance at 20 miles per hour. These are often permitted on paved trails and mountain bike trails. 
Class 2 bikes (Low-Speed Throttle-Assisted) are those equipped with a motor that can propel the bike without pedaling, 
provided power cuts off at 20 miles per hour. They are often allowed in the same areas as Class 1.
Class 3 bikes (Speed Pedal-Assisted) are equipped with a motor that assists only when the rider pedals, up to a maximum 
speed of 28 miles per hour. They usually feature a speedometer and are often permitted on roads and in bike lanes.
Electric bicycles manufactured after January 1st, 2021, are required to have a manufacturer-affixed label listing the bike’s 
classification number, top assisted speed, and motor wattage. Modifying an e-bike to change the motor-powered speed of 
an electric bicycle is prohibited unless the label indicating classification number and top speed is replaced with the updated 
information. All e-bikes must operate in such a manner so that the motor disengages when the rider stops pedaling or the 
brakes are engaged.
Florida’s roads, sidewalks, paths, and trails are shared space. Motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians must follow the rules and 
be respectful of each other to ensure their safe and enjoyable use.

Florida Bicycle LawsFlorida Bicycle Laws
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Bar & Restaurant NewsBar & Restaurant News
BAIT HOUSE IS BACK In March, 
The Bait House Tackle & Tavern (aka 
The Port of Happiness) at 45 Causeway 
Blvd at the east end of the marina, said 
they would be closing for a “few weeks” 
due to the ongoing construction of the 
Clearwater Beach Marina. After those 
few weeks (and a few more) they are 
back open.
The Bait House is a one-stop shop for 
those looking for fresh seafood, cold 
beer, live bait and fishing tackle all while 
standing directly over ICW. They are 
open seven days a week from 11:30am-
10pm. Follow them on Facebook or visit 
ClearwaterBaitHouse.com for more information. And don’t 
forget to say hello to “Chuck!”                                                                                                                                                                                          
NOW SERVING BREAKFAST After celebrating its 100th 
anniversary last month, Crabby’s Beachside Pavilion, the 
former Palm Pavilion, has decided to join the breakfast scene.
The Pavilion is now open at 8am daily and serves breakfast 
until 11am. The menu consists of breakfast classics like the 
traditional two eggs, toast, and choice of meat meal, French 
toast, buttermilk pancakes, breakfast sandwiches, huevos 
rancheros and others. Beverages include Bloody Mary’s, 
mimosas, and Irish coffees. Crabby’s brews Lavazza Italian 
coffee for espressos, cappuccinos, lattes, drip coffee, cold 
brews and Americanos (flavors available).
Crabby’s Beachside Pavilion is located at 10 Bay Esplanade 
on the Gulf. For more information on breakfast and their 
upcoming entertainment and specials, visit them on 
Facebook or at CrabbysBeachsidePavilion.com.                                                                                                                                                                          
NEW JAPANESE CONCEPT COMING TO DOWNTOWN 
A new Japanese restaurant is coming to downtown 
Clearwater, Hanami, will be at 635 Cleveland Street (next 
to the future $50 million EVO Family Entertainment Center).
Hanami is designed as a modern Japanese ”Izakaya”—a 
high-energy social dining concept centered around 
gathering, shared experience, and extended evening activity. 
They will feature sushi, ramen, and yakitori with a street-
facing environment designed to create an energetic and 
immersive dining experience.
Sheng Long Yu, the restauranteur heading up the new 
location, is no stranger to the hospitality industry. With 
over three decades of experience under his apron, Yu has 
operated multiple restaurant concepts across the United 
States, including Japanese steakhouses, ramen restaurants 
and sushi concepts.
To follow their progress or more information follow them on 
Facebook or visit CleveandStreetAlliance.com.                                                                                                                                                                            
FINALLY BACK OPEN Hurricane Eddie’s Gulfport, the 
sister location of Hurricane Eddie’s IRB, Dunedin, and 
Clearwater Beach, has finally reopened after a year and 
a half of hurricane repairs. They celebrated with a ribbon 
cutting by the Gulfport Merchant Chamber and continued 
the party with live music, prizes, and giveaways.
Hurricane Eddie’s Gulfport opens at 11am seven days a 
week. Follow them on Facebook for specials and upcoming 
events. They are located at 5413 Shore Blvd S.

QUARTER CENTURY FOR ISLAND WAY GRILL 
Congratulations to Island Way Grill on their 25th anniversary 
last month. Island Way is one of many restaurants in the 
Baystar Restaurants Group (BRG) led by Frank Chivas on 
Clearwater Beach and surrounding areas.
The menu at Island Way features dishes from land and 
sea including Tomahawk ribeyes, succulent filets, “boat-
to -table” fresh catches from Baystar’s own fleet of fishing 
boats, and hand-rolled sushi.
Island Way offers daily specials including “Wine Down 
Wednesdays” with half-off wine bottles and Sam on the Sax 
playing live music on the patio. Sunday Brunch, from 10am 
-2pm, is a buffet style brunch featuring an array of different 
stations: pastry, breakfast, sushi, dessert, shellfish, salad, 
lunch, carving, and made-to-order omelet station. One 
complimentary mimosa or champagne is included, as well as 
coffee, tea, and soft drinks. The Early Bird menu runs Sunday 
-Friday from 4-5:30pm and Noon-5:30pm on Saturdays.
Island Way is located at 20 Island Way, come by land or sea 
(docking is available at the Island Estates public dock). For 
more information about the menu or to make reservations, 
visit IslandWayGrill.com. Follow them on Facebook to view 
specials and upcoming events.                                                                                                                                                                                         
PIZZA RETURNS Kera Pizza Tavern, located at 311 Gulf 
Boulevard on Indian Rocks Beach (previously occupied by 
SLYCE Pizza), opened last month. This is the sister restaurant 
to longtime Clearwater Beach staple, Gondolier Italian 
Restaurant and Pizza at 674 South Gulfview Blvd.
The new restaurant is a mixture of authentic Greek cuisine 
and Italian-fired pizza. Among their Mediterranean offerings 
are Spanakopita, Keftedes (Greek meatballs), Avgolemono 
(chicken, lemon, and orzo soup), gyros, and Pastitsio (similar 
to lasagna). For pizza lovers, they offer specialty and build 
-your-own pies, calzones, and strombolis. Guests can enjoy 
one of their hand-crafted mocktails, libations from their 
full-liquor bar, or a glass of wine off their carefully curated 
wine list. 
Kera is open Tuesday-Thursday from 4-10pm and Friday 
and Saturday from 4-11pm (closed on Mondays) and 
offers indoor and outdoor seating. To view their menu, visit 
KeraPizzaTavern.com. For more information about specials 
and upcoming events, follow them on Facebook or call 
(727) 660-8010.                                                                                                                                                                                      
RESTAURANT NEWS WANTED If your restaurant has 
news or an upcoming event we can include in this News 
Magazine, please e-mail Lora@MagriffProductions.com or 
call (813) 361-7376.
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By Jeanne Holmquist, Clearwater Historical Society Museum
To celebrate the 250th anniversary of the American Revolution, we thought we would share what was happening in Florida 
history at that time. Everyone remembers that Ponce de Leon came to Florida in 1513 and planted a Spanish flag along the 
Atlantic coast. In 1563, the French settled at Fort Caroline near present-day Jacksonville, but in 1564, the Spanish attacked 
and massacred the French forces, and Florida was once again entirely ruled by Spain. Fast forward 200 years, to 1763, 
during the Peace of Paris Treaty, that not only ended the French and Indian War, but it also included in the agreement that 
Britain trade Cuba to Spain for Florida. Although the thirteen colonies declared their freedom from Britain in 1776, it was 
not until the signing of the 1783 Treaty of Paris that the Americans were truly free from British rule. 
The American Revolution lasted from 1763 until 1783, and during that time the British ruled Florida and most of the Spanish 
people who had lived in Florida moved to Cuba. Florida was a safe place for northern British Colonists uninterested in 
fighting Britain over taxation or religion and new British loyalists emigrating from Europe.
In 1763, Britian took possession of Florida and divided it into East and West Florida, separated by the Apalachicola River. 
As strange as it seems, Clearwater and the entire peninsula would have been part of the East Florida colony. The capital of 
East Florida was St. Augustine. The West Florida colony was the panhandle of Florida, from the Apalachicola River west to 
Lake Pontchartrain and the Mississippi River, and its capital was Pensacola. In 1774, the thirteen colonies asked Florida to 
join the Continental Congress, but Florida declined to attend. They were happy to live under British rule. 
The British forces in St. Augustine played a key role as a supply port for the British Army during the American Revolution. 
There were at least three attempts by the Continental Army to take St. Augustine from the British. All three attempts failed 
due to a lack of supplies or manpower. The Continental Army got as far south as the St. Mary’s River but then they received a 
surprise attack from the British and retreated into Georgia. The British were able to hold onto St. Augustine and East Florida. 
Being further away from the other colonies, there was a much more scattered population in West Florida. In Pensacola, the 
people were more concerned with the Spanish and the French in New Orleans than the British. They were not interested in 
joining as the next colony and would not swear allegiance to the United States.

Spain reentered the war in 1779 and by 1781 saw their 
opportunity to retake West Florida from by capturing Baton 
Rouge, Mobile, and Pensacola. Back in Paris in 1783, the 
British returned both East and West Florida to the Spanish 
and their 20-year rule of Florida was over. During the 1783 
Treaty of Paris, the original thirteen colonies officially won 
their independence from the British and formally ended the 
Revolutionary War.
Florida was back under Spanish rule until 1821. During 
that time, Spain was weakened by Napoleon’s attack on the 
Spanish mainland, and both the East and West Floridians 
declared their independence from Spain. In 1810 President 
James Madison claimed Florida as a U.S. territory, and by 
1818, General Andrew Jackson took this opportunity to 
seize Spanish forts in St. Marks and Pensacola. Negotiations 
between Spain, Don Luis de Onís, and the U.S. started in 
1815, but it wasn’t until James Monroe was President and 
John Quincy Adams was Secretary of State that the treaty 
was signed making Florida a U.S. Territory.
Florida became the 27th state in 1845.

Florida During the American RevolutionFlorida During the American Revolution

Depiction of the Continental Army circa 1776
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MAYOR’S UPDATE
By Mayor Bruce Rector
Clearwater continues to progress on projects that will make our city better and more 
beautiful than ever. The west end of the Clearwater Beach Marina is more active and 
better than ever, and the east end is nearing completion. Downtown Clearwater continues 
to grow and develop with The Ballad Hotel, a Hilton signature property, and the 400 unit 
The Bluffs Apartments under construction. More businesses, development, and activity are 
coming soon, including the redevelopment of the Pinellas County Government properties. 
On US 19, we have a tentative agreement to extend the Philadelphia Phillies relationship 
with Clearwater to 100 years which will also inspire growth and redevelopment along the 
entire corridor. It is an exciting time for our city.
The Clearwater Yacht Club has had an important presence in our city since 1911. The 
historic club, one of the seven oldest yacht clubs in Florida, recently announced a $15 
million construction project that features an impressive new building that will better serve 
not only members and sailors but the entire community. 
Clearwater continues to grow its reputation as one of the best places in the state of Florida 
for live music. Upcoming shows at the BayCare Sound include Billy Currington, The Black 
Keys, Men at Work, Toad the Wet Sprocket, and a special free concert by The Florida 
Orchestra on June 5th. The Capitol Theater will host concerts by Steve Earle and Todd 
Rundgren. Vince Gill, Travis Tritt, and Tori Amos will perform at Ruth Eckerd Hall in the 
next two months.
America’s 250th birthday is July 4th and the city of Clearwater couldn’t be more excited 
about celebrating it. “Clearwater Celebrates 250” will be a week-long, city-wide festival 
with many family-friendly community events beginning in June and with our largest patriot celebration ever at Coachman Park 
on July 3rd and 4th. The final event, “Clearwater Celebrates America” will kick off at 5pm both evenings with lots of great 
food, activities, music, a high-tech laser light show on the 3rd, and Clearwater’s annual spectacular fireworks on the Fourth 
of July.
The City of Clearwater continues to develop, revitalize, prosper, and thrive. Our city’s best days are ahead of it, mostly 
because of the great people who call it home. Reach out to me at Bruce.Rector@myclearwater.com anytime with any 
questions, suggestions, comments or ideas on how we can work together to make the best place on earth to live, work, 
and play even better.
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Business Briefs Business Briefs
BIG BIRTHDAY Belleair 
Bluffs Cleaners, at 2924 
West Bay Drive, is celebrating 
45 years in business. Gary 
Dawson opened Belleair Bluffs 
Cleaners in 1981. Back then, 
his neighbors were Winn Dixie 
to the east and Ben Franklin 
Five and Dime to the west. He 
was the only dry cleaner in town, and lot of dirt has gone 
through Gary’s machines since then. 
Being a Certified Garment Care Professional, Gary has 
acquired many certifications from the Dry Cleaning and 
Laundry Institute including Dry Cleaning, Wet Cleaning, and 
Environmental Dry Cleaning. 
Belleair Bluffs Cleaners is open Monday-Friday from 
7am-6pm, Saturday from 9am-3pm, and is closed on 
Sundays. For more information on their services, visit 
BelleairBluffsCleaners.com or call (727) 585-1101                                                                                                                                                                            
HORIZON WEST BAY OPENS Largo’s $85 million 
mixed-use development opened last month at 440 West 
Bay Drive. The long-awaited project is the cornerstone of a 
redevelopment effort that brings municipal services, retail, 
dining, and public meeting space to the downtown core.
Horizon’s open-air plaza will host outdoor markets, concerts, 
and other civic events. The 18,000 square feet of indoor 
commercial space includes Louis Pappas Fresh Greek, 
Strachan’s Ice Cream and Desserts, and Parlor Doughnuts. 
The building is home to the new Largo City Hall, replacing 
the 225 1st Avenue SW location which housed government 
offices and services since 1962. The new facility includes 
commission chambers, administrative offices, and a training 
lounge for city employees.
Sustainability was a factor in the planning of Horizon West 
End, including a 25,000 square foot solar array and a 
rainwater collection system. It also includes a 300-space 
indoor parking garage with 11 electric vehicle charging 
stations. For more information, visit DowntownLargo.com.                                                                                                                                                                             
NEW AT-HOME HEALTHCARE PROGRAM GoodCall 
Housecalls has been treating residents and their visiting 
friends and family in Belleair and the surrounding Beach 
communities for over six years. They provide care for minor 
emergencies and illnesses and offer preventative options 
for health and wellness care.
GoodCall Housecalls is proud to announce Care 
Continuum, a new program to support patients and their 
families by providing a better alternative to “going it alone” 
as they recover at home or from a long hospitalization. 
Their experienced medical care and ongoing coordination 
ensures the best recovery in the comfort of home. It relieves 
the anxiety from extended caregiving or scheduling recovery 
management from long-distance. At the same time, 
GoodCall offers peace of mind to family and loved ones 
of those who are recovering from planned or emergency 
procedures, unexpected illnesses or hospitalizations, or 
ongoing medical conditions. 
For more information regarding their programs, contact 
them at Info@GoodCallHousecalls.com or (727) 421-4230.

THE TEA ROOM AT BELLEVIEW Clearwater’s Historic Plumb 
House has begun a new chapter in its 130-year history. Built 
in 1896, the Plumb House was originally a paint store and 
apartments. It was converted into a single-family home in the 
early 1900s. In 1983, the structure was moved to Ed C. Wright 
Park on the shores of Lake Belleview and became a permanent 
museum for the City of Clearwater.
After extensive renovations, the building is now home to The Tea 
Room at Belleview, an effort spearheaded by Clearwater Historical 
Society President Allison Herrington Dolan, Councilmember Lina 
Texeira, and Baystar Restaurants Manager Sheri Aquilar. The 
beautifully restored space offers a unique setting for monthly tea 
experiences, as well as baby showers, bridal showers, birthday 
parties, and private events. The home also features artists’ lofts 
and a gift shop funded by Councilmember Teixeira. The Victorian 
Vogue tea room seats thirty guests with additional seating outside 
on the shaded porch. 
The Tea Room at Belleview is located at 1380 South MLK Jr. 
Avenue. For more information, call (727) 754-8019or visit 
ClearwterHistoricalSociety.org.                                                                                                                                                                                      
WORLD’S LARGEST CINEMA SCREEN COMING SOON
According to the Cleveland Street Alliance, a major new 
entertainment destination began the demolition stages last month 
for downtown Clearwater, as EVO® Entertainment is preparing to 
develop its flagship family entertainment center.
At the core of this $50 million project is a seven-screen multiplex 
anchored by the largest cinema screen in the world, spanning more 
than 130 feet in width. Also, the destination will include bowling, 
arcade gaming, laser tag, dining, and interactive entertainment.
The complex is located in the 700 block of Cleveland Street. For 
more information and to follow their progress follow Cleveland 
Street Alliance on Facebook, Instagram, X, and YouTube or visit 
ClevelandStreetAlliance.com.                                                                                                                                                                          
BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If your company has news or an 
upcoming event we can include in this News Magazine, please 
e-mail Lora@MagriffProductions.com or call 
(813) 361-7376.
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LET THE CHILDREN PLAY
By Pete Magnani, Publisher
The nation’s largest pediatricians group is urging schools to 
protect free play for children and teens in its first guidance on 
recess in thirteen years. The American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP), founded in 1930 by 35 physicians to address pediatric 
healthcare standards, is the nation’s largest professional 
association of children’s clinicians. As many schools are cutting  
back recess to prioritize test performance, the AAP has issued 
a revision to their 2013 policy statement “The Crucial Role of 
Recess,” advising that playtime is critical to academic, physical, 
social, and emotional development. 
The guidance follows a study published last year in the Journal 
of American Medicine which revealed that the health of 
children nationwide has deteriorated significantly across nearly 
all metrics over the prior 17 years. Utilizing data from mortality 
statistics, national health surveys, and electronic health records 
from over two million children, researchers found U.S. kids 
were more likely to have obesity, chronic diseases, and mental 
health problems like depression. “The surprising part of the 
study wasn’t any single statistic; it was that there’s 170 indicators from eight data sources, all showing the same thing: a 
generalized decline in kids’ health,” said Dr. Christopher Forrest, one of the authors of the study.
New research suggests downtime, including recess, helps students retain information, improves their grades and test scores, 
and contributes to students’ ability to focus while in class. The U.S Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends children 
and adolescents have at least one hour of physical activity each day and recognizes that schools are in a unique position to 
promote healthy behaviors like physical education and activity. These behaviors promote lifelong health and wellbeing and 
help prevent various health conditions. 
In addition to the physical and cognitive benefits of daily physical activity, pediatricians stress its role in the social and 
emotional development of children. Peer-to-peer engagement on the playground is often a child’s introduction to social 
integration, leading them to develop skills including self-control, communication, cooperation, conflict resolution, and 
leadership. Researchers also say recess gives kids a chance to navigate relationships and build confidence. Despite this 
guidance, up to 40 percent of US school districts have reduced or eliminated recess since the mid-2000s, according to the 
CDC, and elementary schools schedule students to have only 27 minutes of recess each day.
About a dozen states require some daily recess. Under Florida law, students in kindergarten through grade 5 must be given 
at least 20 consecutive minutes of unstructured free-play recess per day. The state’s school boards must also provide 150 
minutes of physical education each week, with at least 30 consecutive minutes conducted per day. Oklahoma became the 
latest state last month to expand its recess requirement, passing a law that increases mandatory unstructured playtime to 
40 minutes each day.
Among U.S. schools offering recess, the duration ranges from less than 10 minutes to over an hour. In Shanghai, China, 
students take a 30-minute nap after lunch and are given 10 minutes of recess for every 40 minutes of instruction. Primary 
school students in England get a 15-minute break in the morning and an hour at lunchtime. 
In Finland, elementary school students take a 15-minute recess each hour. Students do not start actual academics until 
the equivalent of America’s second grade, and play is considered more important than homework. The strategy has led to 
Finland’s steep rise in the chart of the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), a worldwide study intended 
to evaluate educational systems based on pupils’ scholastic performance.
After studying the Finnish model, Texas Christian University Professor Debbie Rhea developed the LiiNK Project, which 
promotes the connection between well-run recess periods and classroom achievement. The model includes two 15-minute 
recesses in the morning and two in the afternoon combined with lessons on social skills like empathy. “Physiologically, you 
want to reboot every 45 to 60 minutes,” says Rhea. “That brings better attentional focus than having a 30-minute recess 
in the morning and a 30-minute recess in the afternoon.” U.S. schools that have implemented the program report a 70 
percent reduction in student stress and anxiety and higher math and reading scores.
In many schools, recess is considered a privilege that can be withheld for disciplinary purposes. This is a mistake, according 
to researchers. Pediatricians argue that withholding recess is counterproductive, as children who struggle with self-regulation, 
attention disorders, or behavioral challenges are the ones who need movement breaks the most. The AAP recommends that 
recess be protected and never withheld for academic or punitive reasons, and urges schools to find alternative disciplinary 
measures, such as reflective writing, restorative justice circles, or loss of other privileges.
Recess is just as important for older students as it is for grade schoolers. Although most of the evidence is focused on 
elementary schools, middle and high school students also benefit from having recess or comparable physical activity periods 
in addition to physical education and classroom physical activity. These benefits and opportunities are particularly important 
for students with special needs, functional limitations, or physical disabilities because they may have more behavioral issues 
and limited experiences interacting socially with other students.
Research has shown that recess and other breaks from classroom instruction are a necessary component of a healthy 
learning environment for students across all grades. Unstructured play and social time increases children’s physical fitness, 
improves memory and concentration, and improves their social and emotional development.



CLEARWATER BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS CLEARWATER BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPage 20 Page 21

United in Sand:
Celebrating Sports and Spirit

This year, the festival celebrated sports and spirit during its biggest and best year yet with the theme, “United in Sand: 
Celebrating Sports and Spirit!” This year’s theme celebrated teamwork, a strong sense of American pride, and the 
defining stories that shape our nation. The exibit ran from March 27th-April 12th.
The 2026 Sugar Sand Walk Exhibit expanded to an impressive 24,000 square feet, and featured an exciting, augmented 
reality experience that served as a tribute to the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence 
and as an ode to this historic celebration.
From architectural masterpieces created from Clearwater’s famous sugar sand to concerts, performers, and daily 
entertainment, the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival Presented by Visit St. Pete Clearwater is an annual event attracting visitors 
from around the world. Each year, the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival continues to grow in popularity and garner national 
attention. The festival continues to attract visitors from around the world.
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Community News
CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
Submitted by Holly Shuga
Clearwater Yacht Club (CYC) proudly hosted its annual Arc 
Day on Saturday, May 9th, welcoming The Arc of Tampa 
Bay Foundation clients and staff for a joy filled day of music, 
laughter, and meaningful connection. The Arc Tampa Bay 
offers educational, employment, and recreational programs 
for intellectually and developmentally disabled adults.
What began nearly three decades ago as a simple cookout 
envisioned by dedicated CYC member Beverly “Bee Bee” 
Brewer has grown into one of the Club’s most cherished 
traditions. Today, Arc Day brings together hundreds of Arc 
participants, staff, volunteers, and Yacht Club members for 
a celebration designed entirely around shared experiences 
and genuine engagement.
This year’s celebration featured live music by JR 
Connections, who kept the crowd dancing and singing 
throughout the afternoon, often inviting attendees to take 
the microphone and join the fun. Guests enjoyed pontoon 
boat rides generously provided by Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium, cooled off in the swimming pool, and delighted 
in balloon art creations crafted throughout the day. A buffet 
lunch, served with help from CYC volunteers, was followed 
by a popular ice cream sundae bar.
Each guest received a complimentary Arc Day T-shirt upon 
arrival, while additional shirts were made available for 
purchase, with proceeds benefiting The Arc Tampa Bay 
Foundation. Volunteers played a vital role in making the 
day a success, assisting with setup, food service, activities, 
and, most importantly, spending time with Arc clients.
Arc Day is made possible through the generosity of sponsors 
and supporters whose contributions help sustain the event 
amid ongoing reductions in state and federal funding 
for community service organizations. Sponsors received 
recognition through event shirts, Club publications, 
and social media, underscoring the collective impact 
of community support. At the conclusion of the event, 
Clearwater Yacht Club Commodore Rod White presented 
the total funds raised to Arc’s Executive Director on behalf 
of the Club and its supporters.
CYC extends heartfelt thanks to its sponsors, volunteers, 
entertainers, partners, and members who continue to make Arc 
Day a highlight of the year for everyone involved. The Arc of 
Tampa Bay staff consistently shares that this event is especially 
meaningful because of the time and personal attention CYC 
members dedicate to their clients, something that keeps them 
eagerly anticipating the Club’s return each year.
Clearwater Yacht Club is honored to host Arc Day annually 
and looks forward to continuing this tradition of compassion, 
connection, and community for years to come.
For more information, please contact the Club office at 
(727) 447 6000 or email Marketing@ClearwaterYachtClub.org. 
WELCOME NEWCOMERS CLUB
This club is open to the women of Pinellas County;  all are 
welcome to come and socialize. Luncheons are held the first 
Tuesday of each month at Belleair Country Club.  There is 
always a guest speaker or other entertainment with cards 
following for those interested. Please contact Mary at 
(727) 240-5372 with any questions.

Community News

CLEARWATER MARINE AQUARIUM
Submitted by Marsha Strickhouser
Clearwater Marine Aquarium (CMA) proudly hosted its 
first-ever Seas the Day luncheon fundraiser on Thursday, 
April 30th, bringing together community leaders, partners 
and supporters for an inspiring afternoon dedicated to 
marine life rescue, rehabilitation and conservation.
Thanks to the generosity of our in-kind sponsors, nearly 
all luncheon expenses were covered, allowing more than 
$160,000 in net proceeds to directly support animal 
welfare and care. 
CEO Joe Hardy highlighted upcoming expansions, 
including a new sea lion habitat and the “Wings and 
Wildlife” exhibit, which will soon house birds and tortoises. 
These developments reflect CMA’s commitment to 
providing lifelong care for non-releasable animals while 
enhancing public education and engagement.
A special highlight of the luncheon came when CMA 
presented the inaugural Seas the Day Award to longtime 
supporters John and Jan Draheim (pictured above with 
CEO Joe Handy). Through nearly two decades of board 
service and 15 years of volunteer dedication, respectively, 
the Draheims have played a vital role in shaping CMA’s 
mission and impact.
Helen Barrott, who also serves as Chair of CMA’s 
Development Committee, chaired the luncheon. She 
highlighted the powerful stories behind CMA’s resident 
animals, including dolphins Nicholas, Hope, and Izzy, 
each rescued from circumstances that could have ended 
very differently.
For more information about Clearwater Marine Aquarium 
and how to support its mission, visit CMA’s official website 
CMAquarium.org. 
MILITARY ORDER OF WORLD WARS
The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of World 
Wars meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Dunedin 
Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin. Social hour is at 
11:30am followed by lunch and a short program. Active 
duty, retired or former Military Officers and their spouses 
are invited to attend. Email SmithBK@comcast.net to RSVP 
for lunch.

COMMUNITY DENTAL CLINIC
Submitted by Jessica Carrier
The Community Dental Clinic is proud to 
welcome Jennifer Whittington as its new 
Executive Director. With a strong background 
in nonprofit leadership and community 
health initiatives, Whittington brings more 
than 25 years of experience dedicated 
to serving underserved populations and 
expanding access to healthcare services 
throughout the community. 
Whittington’s background spans both mental health and 
nonprofit vision organizations, where for more than two 
decades she helped lead initiatives focused on health 
equity, community partnerships, and access to care. Her 
experience in healthcare shaped her belief in whole-person 
wellness and the life-changing impact access to healthcare 
can have on confidence, employability, independence, 
and overall quality of life. Those values align seamlessly 
with the mission of Community Dental Clinic to provide 
dental services, education and access to dental care for the 
uninsured, low-income adults of Pinellas County. 
Already a familiar face among many local nonprofit 
and healthcare partners, she is excited to help lead the 
clinic into its next chapter, bringing both heart and fresh 
ideas as Community Dental Clinic prepares for continued 
growth in its new facility. For more information, visit 
CommunityDTLClinic.org.
CLEARWATER BEACH LIBRARY
Submitted by Leslie Walbolt
The Pop-Up Library has moved from the Pool Office into 
the Beach Library space and is open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from noon-2pm and Wednesdays from 10am-
2pm. It functions as a micro library, meaning that it does 
most everything a regular library does – you can get a 
library card, check out materials, pick up items on hold, 
and more! 
Beach Book Club is back on Clearwater Beach at the Pop-
Up Beach Library on the first Wednesday of the month at 
4pm. For June’s meeting (6/3), we’re reading The Great 
Mann by Kyra Davis Lurie and for July’s meeting (7/1), 
we’re reading The Bright Years by Sarah Damoff. For more 
information, visit MyClearwaterLibrary.com. 
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