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T
he Artemis program is a Moon exploration initiative led 
by the United States National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA). Its goal is to return humans to the 

lunar surface and establish a permanent presence there as 
a stepping stone for future human missions to deeper space. 
Florida has played a large role in this and all previous programs.
The Early Space Race
During the Cold War, a space race began  between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, driving an unprecedented 
era of scientific exploration. The Soviets were first to send a 
human into space on April 12th, 1961. In response, President 
John F. Kennedy challenged the nation “to achieve the goal, 
before this decade is out, of landing a man on the Moon and 
returning him safely to Earth.”
Project Mercury (1958–1963)
Project Mercury included 25 flights between 1958 and 1963, six 
of which carried astronauts. Its main objectives were to orbit a 
human spacecraft around Earth, study human performance 
in space, and safely recover both astronaut and spacecraft. 
More than two million people from government agencies and 
aerospace industries contributed their expertise to make the 
project possible. Mercury proved that humans could function 
in space for periods of up to 34 hours in weightlessness.                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                             - Continued on Page 6 

The Artemis Program: Legacy of Human Space Exploration

NASA’s First Astronaut team, the Mercury 
“Original Seven.” Front row, left to right, 
Walter M. Schirra, Jr., Donald K. Slayton, 

John H. Glenn, Jr., and M. Scott Carpenter; 
back row, Alan B. Shepard, Jr., Virgil I. “Gus” 

Grissom, and L. Gordon Cooper. (1962)
Photo Courtesy of NASA and Life Magazine
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DUNEDIN NEIGHBORHOOD 
NEWS MAGAZINE 

Inside, you will find articles and 
local information about the nearby 
area. We call it Neighborhood 
News because it is primarily about 
our neighborhood, Dunedin. This 
magazine is printed every other 
month and direct mailed.
Do you need another copy? Ask for 
them at the Chamber of Commerce, 
History Museum, Community Center, 
Library, and the UPS on Main St. We 
hope you enjoyed our magazine. 
We want your input. Did you like this 
issue? What suggestions do you have 
for future articles? Call or email us.
Keep up to date with your local 
news; follow us on Facebook at 
Neighborhood News Magazine.
Thank you for reading,
Lora & Pete Magnani (813) 239-6862
Pete@MagriffProductions.com

SEE YOU AGAIN
IN JULY

CITY NUMBERS
 CITY HALL 298-3000

 Mon - Fri, 7am to 6pm
 737 Louden Ave
 DunedinGov.com 

MAYOR  Maureen “Moe” Freaney
CITY MANAGER Jennifer Bramley
DEPUTY MANAGER Jorge Quintas
COMMISSIONERS 
Vice Mayor Robert Walker • Jeff Gow 
Steven Sandbergen • Tom Dugard
Community Development:        298-3321
Public Services:                           298-3232
Solid Waste:             298-3215
Public Library		   298-3080
Community Center  	    812-4530
MLK Rec Center		               738-2920
Code Enforcement	  298-3190
-----------------------------------------
ELECTRICITY  443-2641
WATER	    298-3100-----------------------------------------
EMERGENCIES:       9-1-1
SHERIFF   NON-EMERGENCIES       582-6200
Sheriff  Bob Gualtieri	    
SHERIFF DISPATCH           582-6177
DUNEDIN FIRE RESCUE         298-3102
Fire Chief Michael Handoga	  
POST OFFICE 	   738-0661
1301 County Road 1. Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-12
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  733-3197
MUNICIPAL MARINA	   298-3030
-----------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY:
INFO     464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES 	 464-3377 
Dave Eggers 	   464-3276
315 Court St 	
Clearwater, FL 33756		
DEggers@Pinellas.gov   	
ANIMAL SERVICES                582-2600

CODE ENFORCEMENT       464-4761
HUMAN SERVICES                464-4200
VETERANS SERVICES            464-8460
-----------------------------------------
STATE:
Governor Ron DeSantis  (850) 717-9337

400 Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FL 32399
Ron.DeSantis@MyFlorida.com

Senator Ed Hooper             771-2102
Republican, Dist. 21	
3450 East Lake Rd Suite 305
Palm Harbor, FL 34685
Hooper.Ed.Web@FLSenate.gov

Representative Adam Anderson     626-4440
Republican, District 57

600 Klosterman Rd Suite BB038
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
Adam.Anderson@myfloridahouse.gov

Representative Kimberly Berfield     216-6035
Republican, District 58
2189 Cleveland St, Ste 229
Clearwater, FL 33765
Ron.Ogden@MyFloridaHouse.gov

FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:   
Ashley Moody                (202) 224-3041

B40-B Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510	
Moody.Senate.gov

Rick Scott             (202) 224-5274
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
RickScott.Senate.gov

AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Anna Paulina Luna               (202) 225-5961

226 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Luna.house.gov

MAY
Sea Turtle Nesting Season Begins        1
May Day			    1
Stone Crab Season Ends		  1
Palm Harbor Hero Fest		   2
Rock the Harbor Palm Harbor	  2
152nd Kentucky Derby		   2
Cinco de Mayo			    5
Teacher Appreciation Day	  5
National Nurses Day		   6
City Commission Meeting	  7
Country Thunder at the Sound      8-10
Letter Carriers’  Food Drive	  9
Mother’s Day			    10
Armed Forces Day		   16
151st Preakness Stakes		   16
Sharkapalooza Coachman Park	  16
Jason Mraz at Ruth Eckerd Hall	  16
Safe Boating Week	  17-23
Dunedin Rotary Triathlon		  19
City Commission Meeting	  21
Memorial  Day			    25
Public Schools Closed		   25
Clearwater Veterans’ Honor Fest	 25
Dunedin Pride Golf Cart Parade	  30

JUNE
No Fertilizing June Through September
Hurricane  Season Begins	  1
City Commission Meeting	  4
Red Bull Cliff Diving St Pete Pier	  5-6
158th Belmont Stakes		   6
Rock the Harbor Palm Harbor	  6
23rd FIFA World Cup Begins	  11
FIFA USA vs Paraguay		   12
Flag Day			    14
City Commission Meeting	  18
FIFA USA vs Australia		   19
Father’s Day			    21
First Day of Summer		   21
FIFA USA vs Turkey		   25
St Pete Pride Weekend 	  26-28
Wimbledon Begins		   29
JULY
Fourth of July			    4
Clearwater Celebrates 250	  3-4
Fireworks at Coachman Park	  4
Rock the Harbor  Palm Harbor	  4
MLB All-Star Game		   14
City Commission Meeting	  14

 CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS
As always, this is subject to change. Please verify dates and times.

More details for items highlighted in red can be found in the Bar/Restaurant 
News, Business Briefs, Community News, or in articles or ads.
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Did You Know

VETERANS’ TRIP In March, 159 women veterans flew 
from Lakeland to Washington, D.C for their inaugural Flight 
of Honor. Along with sightseeing, the vets visited the Military 
Women’s Memorial at the Arlington National Cemetery.
The Memorial is a tribute to America’s Servicewomen and 
features an education center, interactive exhibits, and a 
collection of military women’s stories.                                                                                                                                                                              
PROPERTY RETURNED Florida Chief Financial Officer 
Blaise Ingoglia announced in March that $88 million in 
unclaimed property was returned to Floridians in February.
Unclaimed property includes dormant bank accounts, 
unclaimed insurance proceeds, stocks, dividends, uncashed 
checks, deposits, credit balances and refunds. It can also 
include watches, jewelry, coins, stamps and more. $23.8 
million was returned in unclaimed property last month, the 
CFO said.
According to the Florida Division of Unclaimed Property, 
one in five Floridians has unclaimed funds from a forgotten 
financial account.
To search for unclaimed property, visit FLTreasureHunt.Gov. 
You can search for an account owned by a person or business.	         	         
LETTER CARRIERS’ FOOD DRIVE The 2026 National 
Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) “Stamp Out Hunger” 
Food Drive is held on Saturday, May 9th, marking the nation’s 
largest one-day food drive. Residents can participate by leaving 
non-perishable food items, such as canned goods or peanut 
butter, next to their mailboxes for pickup by letter carriers.                                                                                                                                                                        
NEW DOLPHINS AT CLEARWATER AQUARIUM 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium recently welcomed two 
bottlenose dolphins and several other animals from the 
Miami Seaquarium to their new home at CMA. 
The two female bottlenose dolphins are Star, 26, born 
in 1999; and Squirt, 15, born in 2010. After a period of 
quarantine and acclimation they will join three resident 
bottlenose dolphins and six rough-toothed dolphin residents 
in the Ruth & J.O. Stone Dolphin Complex.                                                                                                                                                                         
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN JULY Read this issue, and 
others, online at BeachNewsletters.com and follow us on 
Facebook at Neighborhood News Magazines for ongoing 
local news updates.
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and More...

FEDERAL FUNDING FOR CAUSEWAY REPAIRS
Pinellas County commissioners unanimously approved a 
Local Agency Program agreement, and a resolution with the 
Florida Department of Transportation, for funding of hurricane 
repair on county segments of the Dunedin Causeway. 
As part of the agreement, FDOT will fund up to $1.3 
million, and the county will pay the remaining $105,000 
of the $1.42 million project, which will focus on eroded 
right-of-way, shoreline stabilization and bridge repair.	         	         
FLORIDA LAGS IN TIPPING SERVERS The Restaurant 
Trends Report, powered by Toast, a restaurant point-of-sale 
platform, uncovers key trends across the restaurant industry 
through aggregated sales data from approximately 140,000 
bars and restaurants nationwide. According to the report, 
while declared tips at full-service restaurants rose slightly in 
2025, Florida tied Nevada for third lowest tip rates in the 
country, with both states averaging 18.2 percent. California 
took first place of the worst with a 17.3 percent average and 
Washington state came in second with 17.8 percent. Delaware 
remained the best state for tipping for the second quarter in a 
row with an average of 22.1 percent.	         	         
AIRPORT IMPOVEMENTS St. Pete-Clearwater International 
Airport (PIE) is currently rescoping the Terminal Improvement 
project to meet budget and infrastructure priorities. 
With the immediate need for additional parking, the 
Parking Garage project was prioritized in their Capital 
Improvement Plan.
The plan, approved last year, includes a 2,000-space 
parking garage to replace the 76-spot “Strawberry PIE” 
lot. The garage is expected to open in Summer 2027 along 
with a Terminal Improvement Project, with approximately 
$110 million allocated for upgrades including more 
terminal seating and new jet bridges.
Terminal Improvement Design work is expected to resume 
soon. The work will involve improvements to the existing 
terminal building, as well as a terminal building expansion 
just north of baggage claim with jet bridges.
In other PIE news, Mark Sprague was named Director of 
St. Pete - Clearwater Airport. Sprague became the Deputy 
Director in 2015 and then the Interim Director in October of 
last year, where he guided strategic planning, oversaw daily 
and emergency operations and led construction planning for 
a new terminal building and parking structure.	         	         
PLANNING FOR COLLEGE Florida Prepaid covers 
tuition and fees for 30 credit hours at 12 universities and 
the 28 public Florida colleges. The plan starts at $29 per 
month and can also be used nationwide at public, private, 
trade and technical schools. For more information, visit 
MyfForidaPrepaid.com.
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The Space Race, Continued

Project Gemini (1961–1966)
Conceived in 1961, Project Gemini 
followed Mercury and tested equipment 
and mission procedures essential for 
the upcoming Apollo Moon missions. 
Its main goals included evaluating long 
duration spaceflight (up to 14 days), 
perfecting orbital rendezvous and docking 
techniques, improving re-entry and 
landing methods, and studying the effects 
of extended space travel on astronauts.
Named after the constellation “The 
Twins,” Gemini spacecraft carried two 
astronauts per mission. Between 1965 
and 1966, ten Gemini missions flew 
with sixteen individual astronauts.
Project Apollo (1961–1972)
Project Apollo conducted eleven crewed 
missions, including six successful Moon 
landings. These followed a series of 
uncrewed test flights.
In July 1969, Apollo 11, crewed 
by Commander Neil Armstrong, 
Command Module Pilot Michael Collins, 
and Lunar Module Pilot Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin, achieved the first lunar landing. 
Armstrong became the first human to 
walk on the Moon, followed by Aldrin.
In April 1970, Apollo 13 launched with 
the goal of becoming the third lunar 
landing. Two days into the mission, 
an oxygen tank in the service module 
exploded, crippling the spacecraft’s 
life-support and power systems. The 
landing was aborted, but Commander 
Jim Lovell, Pilot Jack Swigert, and Lunar 
Module Pilot Fred Haise returned safely 
to Earth using backup systems, splashing 
down in the Pacific Ocean.
By the mid-1970s, political tensions 
between the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
had begun to ease. Competition gave 
way to cooperation with the 
Apollo–Soyuz Test Project, setting the 
stage for international partnerships in 
the Space Shuttle Program and later the 
International Space Station (ISS).

The Space Shuttle 
Era (1981–2011)
Beginning in 1981, the 
Space Shuttle Program 
flew 135 missions and 
carried 355 astronauts 
from 16 countries into 
space. Each shuttle 
consisted of an orbiter, 
two reusable solid 
rocket boosters, and 
a disposable external 
fuel tank. The system 
could carry up to eight 
astronauts and 50,000 

pounds of payload into low-Earth orbit.
Over three decades, the reusable 
orbiters Columbia, Challenger, 
Discovery, Atlantis, and Endeavour 
conducted satellite launches and 
repairs, carried out scientific research, 
and helped construct the ISS. However, 
NASA tragically lost two crews of seven 
astronauts in the 1986 Challenger and 
2003 Columbia accidents. The program 
concluded in 2011 with Atlantis’s final 
flight. It was retired due to high costs, 
aging technology, and safety concerns.
The Artemis Program: A New Chapter
Established in 2017, the Artemis 
Program marks NASA’s return to lunar 
exploration, aiming to use the Moon as 
a waypoint for future human missions to 
Mars and beyond. At its core is the Orion 
Multi-Purpose Crew Vehicle (MPCV), a 
partially reusable spacecraft designed 
by Lockheed Martin Space Systems. 
Modeled after the Apollo Command 
and Service Module, Orion includes an 
aluminum Crew Module (CM) paired 
with a European Service Module (ESM) 
that provides power and propulsion. 
It can support a crew of four for up to 
21 days undocked or six months while 
docked. Orion is launched atop NASA’s 
Space Launch System (SLS) rocket and 
equipped with a launch escape system 
for safety.
Artemis I, launched on November 16th, 
2022, sent an uncrewed Orion capsule 
around the Moon. Artemis II, launched 
on March 30, 2024, carried four 
astronauts on a lunar flyby-returning 
humans to deep space for the first time 
since Apollo 17.
Artemis III, scheduled for 2027, will 
test a Human Landing System (HLS) in 
Earth orbit, and Artemis IV, planned 
for 2028, aims to land astronauts on 
the Moon for the first time in over half 
a century. Subsequent annual missions 
will establish a permanent lunar 
base for scientific research, resource 
development, and preparation for 
crewed Mars missions.

Artemis II: “Integrity” Sets New Records
Sixty-five years after the first human 
spaceflight, Integrity-the name chosen 
by the Artemis II crew for their Orion 
spacecraft, launched from Florida’s 
Kennedy Space Center’s Launch 
Complex 39B on Wednesday, April 1st.
The mission began with Orion entering 
Earth orbit, where Commander Reid 
Wiseman, Pilot Victor Glover, and 
Mission Specialists Christina Koch and 
Jeremy Hansen tested life-support 
systems, including the water dispenser, 
firefighting masks, and onboard toilet. 
On day two, Integrity set off on a free 
return trajectory, looping around the 
Moon and returning to Earth without 
major propulsion maneuvers other than 
course corrections.

On April 6th, Integrity flew within 4,067 
miles of the lunar surface and reached 
252,756 miles from Earth setting a new 
record for the farthest crewed mission 
in history. The spacecraft and crew 
reentered Earth’s atmosphere on April 
10, splashing down safely in the Pacific 
Ocean off San Diego, California, at 6:07 
pm Eastern Time. Recovery was carried 
out by a joint NASA-U.S. Navy team.
Artemis II achieved multiple milestones, 
including traveling a record distance 
of 252,760 miles from Earth and 
completing a 694,481-mile round 
trip. Christina Koch became the first 
woman, and Jeremy Hansen the first 
non-U.S. citizen, to travel to the Moon. 
This historic mission paves the way for 
humanity’s return to the lunar surface 
for the first time in more than fifty years.
The Kennedy Space Center is open to 
the public. They provide tours of each 
mission’s equipment. It is located at 
Space Commerce Way on Merritt Island. 
Visit KennedySpaceCenter.com for more 
information and tickets.

Astronaut Buzz Aldrin on the Moon, NASA

The crew of NASA’s Artemis II mission (left to 
right): NASA astronauts Christina Hammock 
Koch, Reid Wiseman (seated), Victor Glover,

 and Canadian Space Agency astronaut
 Jeremy Hansen, NASA
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THE LIVING DECLARATION: THE DUNEDIN
HISTORY MUSEUM CELEBRATES AMERICA 250

By Vincent Luisi, Dunedin City Historian
Our founding fathers may have written the Declaration of Independence 250 years ago, but 
residents of Dunedin and the surrounding area will want to remember the signing in their 
own unique way with the “Living Declaration of Independence.”
The “Living Declaration,” allows local individuals to duplicate a word of the original 
Declaration at one of three signing sessions in Dunedin. Once complete, the words will form 
an entirely new replica of the original document.
The “ Living Declaration” program is an ambitious effort on the part of the Dunedin Historical 
Museum to bring the Declaration to the people, and more importantly, to make it “come alive.” 
The museum staff feels “this project will have so many positive results because everybody who 
participates in this America 250 program will develop a sense of pride and patriotism.”
This event will give individuals in the community of Dunedin the opportunity to get involved 
with this project while actually learning about our government and history in the process. 
The project is one of the events sponsored by a Duke Energy America 250 Grant that was 
awarded to the museum for 2026. The document will be the focus of a city commission 
meeting where the Mayor, Commissioners and invited individuals will transcribe the names 
of the original 56 signers on the original document.
Three locations and dates have been selected for individuals to participate and have the opportunity to transcribe a word 
to create the copy of the “Living Declaration.” The first location is at the Dunedin History Museum from May 26th-31st 
from 11am-3pm. The next location is at the Dunedin City Hall from June 1st-7th from 11am-3pm. The final location is at 
the Dunedin Public Library from June 8th-14th, from 11am-3pm. The final completed document will be on display for the 
America 250 event being held on July 3rd at the TD Ballpark / Dunedin Stadium.
Besides the “Living Declaration”, the Dunedin Museum with have a major display from May 25th-November 13th related 
to Florida during the American Revolution. The museum will also have other activities including a play on the Declaration 
of Independence and a reenactment camp with Revolutionary-period soldiers on Saturday, June 20th at Andrews Memorial 
Chapel at Hammock Park. Visit DunedinMuseum.org or call (727) 736-1176 for more information.
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Bar & Restaurant News
NEW DOG IN TOWN 
After the short-lived Kiosk closed 
last summer, locals began to 
wonder what was next for the 
cute, outdoor venue. The Flyin’ 
Bulldog, located at 828 Highland 
Avenue, opened in late February. 
It is the vision of Brooklyn natives 
Jason and Monique Vasilakos 
and themed after their beloved 
English bulldogs, Smashington 
and Ophelia. The Flyin’ Bulldog 
is described as a chef-inspired 
elevated sandwich shop and 
outdoor restaurant.
 Some of the sandwiches they offer are the “Cluck Around 
N’ Find Out” which is their take on a fried chicken sandwich, 
classic Philly Cheesesteak, “The Bear,” a slow-cooked 
Chicago Beef, the Flyin’ Grouper, and the ‘Shroom. 
The Flyin’ Bulldog is open Wednsday-Sunday from 11am-6pm. 
Follow them on Facebook for entertainment and specials.                                                                                                                                                                          
WHERE TULUM MEETS THE GULF COAST Señor Rita’s 
is undergoing a bold transformation as a celebrity chef-
driven, upscale Mexican dining destination that fuses the 
relaxed luxury of Tulum with Michelin-caliber service and an 
atmosphere that demands to be savored.
At the helm of this reimagined kitchen is Chef Jordan Arcuri, 
two-time Food Network champion, celebrated Executive 
Chef, and the culinary force affectionately known as The 
Beef Queen. Chef Arcuri brings a fearless, flavor-forward 
approach to every dish, elevating traditional Mexican cuisine 
with refined technique, premium ingredients, and a creative 
vision that is entirely her own.
The redesign of the space is as ambitious as the menu. 
The rooftop will be completely reimagined with a full 
Tulum-inspired aesthetic: organic textures, lush greenery, 
ambient lighting, and open-air energy that transports guests 
somewhere between the Caribbean coast and the streets of 
Mexico City. A brand-new full floor above will expand the 
experience upward, offering additional dining, private event 
space, and premium views of downtown Dunedin.
Senor Rita’s is located at 923 Broadway. Follow them on 
Facebook for specials and the entertainment lineup.                                                                                                                                                                            
ROCK THE HARBOR The Original Crabby Bill’s family 
wanted to thank everyone who came out to their very first 
Rock the Harbor at Crabby Bill’s Palm Harbor. Rock the 
Rocks began at The Original Crabby Bill’s on Indian Rocks 
Beach after the 2024 hurricanes to bring the community 
together. Each month it continued to grow, and when they 
added the Palm Harbor location at 114 Florida Avenue in 
February 2025, they knew a recurring event like this would 
thrive there.
After months of planning, Rock the Harbor finally came to life 
in March, and they are just beginning. As Rock the Harbor 
continues to grow, they want to include the community even 
more. If you’re interested in becoming a vendor or sponsor, 
email Tiffany@CrabbyBills.com. 
Rock the Harbor is set to be every first Saturday of the 
month. The next one will be on May 2nd in collaboration 
with Hero Fest. Crabby Bill’s Palm Harbor is located at 
1114 Florida Avenue.
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United in Sand:
Celebrating Sports and Spirit

This year, the festival celebrated sports and spirit during its biggest and best year yet with the theme, “United in Sand: 
Celebrating Sports and Spirit!” This year’s theme celebrated teamwork, a strong sense of American pride, and the 
defining stories that shape our nation. The exibit ran from March 27th-April 12th.
The 2026 Sugar Sand Walk Exhibit expanded to an impressive 24,000 square feet, and featured an exciting, augmented 
reality experience that served as a tribute to the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence 
and as an ode to this historic celebration.
From architectural masterpieces created from Clearwater’s famous sugar sand to concerts, performers, and daily 
entertainment, the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival Presented by Visit St. Pete Clearwater is an annual event attracting visitors 
from around the world. Each year, the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival continues to grow in popularity and garner national 
attention. The festival continues to attract visitors from around the world.
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Business Briefs
BYE BYE BORING BROWS Salon Edin is a luxury beauty 
destination in Dunedin, established as Beach Babe Salon 
in 2023 and rebranded in 2024. After significant hurricane 
damage, the salon was fully remodeled, from top to 
bottom, and is now ranked among the top three beauty 
salons in the Dunedin area using their Benchmark Score on 
BusinessRate.com . A Benchmark Score is a comprehensive 
0-300 performance metric that goes beyond simple star 
ratings by analyzing businesses against local competitors 
using advanced Google review data.
They offer hair color, hair extensions, permanent makeup, 
nails, barbering, tiny tattoos, and a curated boutique, along 
with their in-house luxury extension line, the Edin Collection.
Owner Melinda Bishop has been licensed in permanent 
makeup since 2021 in Michigan and now offers these 
services in Florida. Recently they have added “Microblading” 
to their many services. Microblading is a semi-permanent, 
manual tattooing technique creating hair-like strokes for 
fuller, reshaped eyebrows. The procedure typically lasts 1–3 
years, with touch-ups recommended every 6–12 months.
Salon Edin is located at 952 Patricia Avenue. For booking 
reservations visit SalonEdin.com or call (727) 386-5918. 
Follow them on Facebook and Instagram for upcoming 
events and specials.                                                                                                                                                                          
NEW HOTEL AND THEATER DOWNTOWN
Dunedin-based Mazas Development’s new mixed-use 
project, The Main Street Exchange, has been approved by 
the Dunedin City Commission at the beginning of March. 
The development will transform a long-time, vacant office 
building and parking lot at 830 Douglas Avenue into an 
89-key boutique hotel, a curated food hall and market, 
retail space and a theater. The proposed theater will hold 
200-300 people and will double as an event space for 
weddings and exhibitions. Mazas hopes to have the permits 
for the project by the end of the year or beginning of 2027.                                                                                                                                                                            
MOVING EAST The last tenant in the shopping center 
next to BayCare Ballpark, the spring training home of 
the Philadelphia Phillies, is moving east. Floor & Décor is 
moving to the prior location of the Rooms-To-Go Outlet 
Center and a portion of Best Buy at 21411 US Highway 
19. This move, most likely happening in the fall, will set the 
stage for a mixed-use development that is still years away.                                                                                                                                                                          
MORE PARKING IS COMING In the heart of Downtown 
Clearwater, at the corner of Pierce Street and Osceola 
Avenue, the new Osceola Parking Garage will do more than 
solve parking demand. The 397-space public garage also 
introduces 12,000 square feet of prime ground-floor retail. 
The project is designed to support restaurants, specialty 
shops, and retail services that thrive on foot traffic. 
Groundbreaking took place in December, with completion 
anticipated in January 2027. The city is currently accepting 
inquiries about the retail space at MyClearwater.com.                                                                                                                                                                          
BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If your company has news 
or an upcoming event we can ian upcoming event we 
can include in this News Magazine, please e-mail Lora@
MagriffProductions.com or call (813) 361-7376.
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WORLD CUP 2026
By Pete Magnani, Publisher
The World Cup, held every four years, features competition 
among national teams of the members of the Fédération 
Internationale de Football Association (FIFA), the governing 
body of international competition. Prior to the inaugural 
World Cup held in Uruguay in 1930, football’s paramount 
tournament took place at the Summer Olympics. It has 
been included in every Summer Olympic Games with the 
exception of the inaugural games in 1898 and the 1932 
Games, where it was omitted due to a dispute between FIFA 
and the International Olympic Committee over the status of 
amateur players. Although the game is still an Olympic sport, 
the World Cup is considered the sports highest achievement.
The first two World Cup matches were held on July 13th, 1930, 
with the US defeating Belgium 3-0 and France besting Mexico 
4-1. Uruguay became the first World Cup winner, defeating 
Argentina 4-2 in front of 93,000 viewers. 13 countries from 
North America, South America, and Europe took part in the 
inaugural tournament, with the field expanding to 16 in 1934, 
24 teams in 1982, and 32 teams in 1998.
The first Women’s World Cup, which was not a FIFA -sanctioned
event, was held in Italy in July 1970. Several countries lifted 
bans on women’s football during the ‘70s, resulting in new 
teams being established in many countries. In 1988, FIFA 
hosted a Women’s Invitation Tournament in China with 
twelve national teams competing. Norway defeated Sweden 
1-0 in the final match, with Brazil taking third place. The 
opening match drew 45,000 spectators, and tournament’s 
success led to FIFA establishing a Women’s World Cup.

The inaugural FIFA 
Women’s World Cup 
was held in China 
in 1991. 12 teams 
competed, with the US 
defeating Norway 2-1in 
the final match. The 
event has been held every four years since, during the year 
following the men’s World Cup. The field increased to 16 
teams in 1999 and 24 in 2015. n 2023, Australia and New 
Zealand hosted the FIFA Women’s World Cup for the first time 
as joint hosts, and the number of participants was expanded 
from 24 to 32. Brazil will host the 2027 tournament.
FIFA World Cup 26 will take place June 11th- July 19th and 
will feature some notable firsts. The tournament will include 
48 teams for the first time, expanding from the previous field 
of 32. Co-hosted by the United States, Canada, and Mexico, 
it is the first men’s World Cup tournament to be co-hosted by 
multiple nations and the first hosted or co-hosted by Canada.
Morocco unsuccessfully bid to co-host, the country’s fifth 
unsuccessful attempt.
In the US, games will be played in Dallas, Atlanta, Houston, 
New York/New Jersey, Kansas City, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, 
Boston, Miami, and the San Francisco Bay Area. Canadian 
host cities include Vancouver and Toronto, and Mexico’s host 
cities are Mexico City, Guadalajara, and Moterrey. 
Team USA will face off against Paraguay on June 12th at 
9pm, Australia on June 19th at 3pm, and Turkey on June 
25th at 10pm. Visit FIFA.com for more information.
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LET’S GATHER AGAIN: 
DUNEDIN’S 55+ SOCIAL &
REAL ESTATE Q&A NIGHT

By Alison Ross Tompkins, Broker Associate 
for Coldwell Banker
After such an enthusiastic response to 
our first 55+ Cocktail Party, I’m excited 
to invite Dunedin residents to our second 
55+ Social & Real Estate Q&A Night. It’s 
clear that so many neighbors are eager 
to connect, share experiences, and talk 
openly about what the next chapter of 
homeownership might look like.
The event is Saturday, May 16th from 
5-7pm at Sea Sea Riders, 221 Main Street, 
Dunedin. This casual get together is designed for adults 55+ 
who want to stay informed about their housing options, 
meet other local residents, and enjoy a relaxed evening out. 
Whether you’re thinking about rightsizing, preparing for a 
future move, or simply gathering information, you’re welcome 
to bring your real estate questions-big or small.
I’ll also be joined by a special guest mortgage lender who can 
answer questions about:
•	 Buying a home in today’s market
•	 How lending works for 55+ buyers
•	 Reverse mortgages and when they make sense

Many homeowners are curious about these topics but rarely 
get the chance to explore them in a friendly, no pressure 
environment. This is a casual, pay your own way event. Sea 
Sea Riders offers a great menu and a welcoming atmosphere, 
and guests are free to order whatever they’d like at their 
own expense. If this is your first time attending, you’ll find a 
warm, easygoing group of neighbors who enjoy connecting, 
learning, and supporting one another. Please RSVP directly to 
me so we can plan for seating.
Reverse Mortgage Myth vs. Fact
(A little teaser-this is a topic our guest lender knows a lot about.)
MYTH: “I heard I can’t leave my house to my kids if I get a 
reverse mortgage.”
FACT: Many homeowners can leave their home or remaining 
equity to their heirs. Several factors - such as home value 
increases over time, choosing to take less equity upfront, or 
using a reverse mortgage simply as a standby line of credit 
can help preserve equity.
The bigger question for many families is this:
Does supporting a parent’s comfort, independence, and quality 
of life in retirement matter more than a potential inheritance?
A reverse mortgage can be one tool that helps make that 
possible. It’s always worth having an open conversation with 
your heirs about what’s most important to everyone involved.
Please RSVP directly to me so we can plan.
Alison Ross Tompkins, Broker Associate for Coldwell Banker, has been in 
sales and Real Estate for 30 years. Reach her on her cell at 
(727) 729-9942 or at the Belleair/Dunedin offices at (727) 581–9411.
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A TALE OF MANY GENERATIONS: FROM SWING SETS TO SELFIE STICKS
By Bob Griffin, Contributer
My parents were born in 1921 and 1922 
-smack in the middle of the Greatest 
Generation-and honestly, their résumé 
is exhausting just to read: the Great 
Depression, the Stock Market Crash of 
1929, World War II. Casual stuff. I’m a Baby 
Boomer, born in 1953, and I’ve had my own 
highlight reel of chaos: Vietnam, JFK, Nixon’s 
dramatic exit, the Challenger explosion, and 
COVID-19. Our kids? Split between Gen X 
and Millennials-they’ve inherited 50 years 
of “events,” bless their hearts. Turns out, no 
generation gets off easy.
Let’s take a little journey through time. 
Buckle up, because we’re covering roughly 
120 years of humanity awkwardly figuring 
itself out.
First up: The Greatest Generation (1901–1927). These folks survived the Great Depression, fought in World War II, and 
came home to build the modern world-all without a single motivational podcast. They valued hard work, sacrifice, and 
keeping their emotions deeply, deeply buried. Their idea of self-care was “walking it off.” They were, objectively, tougher 
than all of us and they absolutely knew it.
Hot on their heels came The Silent Generation (1928–1945), and no, they weren’t called “silent” because they were shy. 
They just kind of got sandwiched between two massive historical events and decided to keep their heads down and work. 
They were the original “don’t make a fuss” crowd. Reliable, disciplined, and deeply confused by the generations that came 
after them.
Then the war ended, and apparently people celebrated enthusiastically, because suddenly we had The Baby Boomers 
(1946–1964). The largest generation in history, Boomers grew up during an era of unprecedented prosperity. They protested 
Vietnam, invented rock and roll culture, and then-plot twist-grew up and became the establishment they once raged against. 
They also really, really love talking about how cheap houses were in 1978.
Next came Generation X (1965–1980), the generation history almost forgot. Raised by latchkey, MTV, and general neglect, 
Gen Xers became the original cynics. They watched disco die, saw the Cold War end, and somehow survived without 
helicopter parents or participation trophies. They’re fine, by the way. They don’t need your validation. They never did.
Then came the Millennials (1981–1996), and oh boy did the internet change things. Millennials grew up during the rise 
of the web, graduated into a financial crisis, and got absolutely roasted for eating avocado toast instead of buying homes 

-as if brunch choices were the reason housing prices exploded. They invented 
the “hustle culture” they secretly hate, and they’re currently managing the world 
while also managing crippling student debt. They’re doing great! (They’re not 
doing great.)
Hot on their heels: Generation Z (1997–2012). Gen Z never knew a world without 
smartphones and had their formative years upended by a global pandemic. 
They’re hyper-aware, digitally 
native, socially conscious, and 
have absolutely no patience 
for corporate nonsense. They 
communicate largely in memes 
and are terrifyingly good at 
calling out hypocrisy. Boomers 
find them exhausting. Gen Z 
finds Boomers exhausting. It’s 
very mutual.

Finally, the newest kids on the block: Generation Alpha (2013–present). 
These tiny humans are growing up with AI, iPads in kindergarten, and parents 
who document their entire lives on Instagram. We genuinely don’t know yet 
what they’ll be like as adults, but statistically at least one of them will invent 
something that makes all previous generations feel very, very old.
So what’s the big takeaway? Every generation thinks the ones before 
them were too rigid and the ones after them are too soft. Every generation 
faces challenges unique to their time. And every generation, without fail, 
eventually turns to the next one and says, “You have no idea how easy you 
have it.”
To which the next generation rolls their eyes-and then goes and changes the 
world anyway.

Generation X Kids

Four Generations of This Magazine’s Family

Generation Z Kids
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Community News
COAST GUARD AUXILIARY FLOTILLA DUNEDIN
Submitted by Gordon Thomas
Boat America Safe Boating Course-Learn essential boating 
safety skills and Florida boating laws. The course covers 
Florida boating laws and legal requirements, aids to 
navigation and navigation rules, safety equipment, and 
emergency procedures. Upon completion, you will receive the 
FWC Safe Boating ID Card. This class will satisfy the boating 
requirements for those born after January 1st, 1988.
•	 May 16th-17th, June 13th-14th, and July 11th-12th

All classes are Saturday and Sunday 9am-1pm. Must attend 
both of these days.
Introduction to Basic Navigation-Gain essential navigation 
skills including latitude/longitude, compass use, compass 
rose, calipers, rolling ruler, and plotting a location and course 
on a nautical chart.
•	 May 30th, June 27th, and July 25th

All classes are 9am-noon Saturday only.
Courses are given at the Dunedin Marina, 51 Main Street, 
second floor on the north side. Call (727) 736-1191or email 
PublicEducation1110@gmail.com for further details.
HERITAGE VILLAGE
Pinellas County invites the community to the “Dedication 
to Designation” Ceremony, marking the designation of the 
Plant–Sumner House and The House of Seven Gables as 
local historic landmarks at Heritage Village, 11909 125th 
St. N. in Largo. The event is Saturday, March 28th from 
11am-2pm. Remarks will be made at 11:30am.
The “Dedication to Designation” ceremony is part of 
Heritage Village’s 50th Anniversary celebrations. The homes’ 
designations mark a transition to permanent landmark 
status, honoring five decades of historical stewardship at 
Heritage Village.
Throughout 2026, visitors are encouraged to participate in 
anniversary-themed exhibits and the ongoing Oral History 
Project, which seeks to archive personal testimonials of 
Pinellas County life.
Admission to the park and ceremony is free. Visit 
HeritageVillageFL.org/50thanniversary for a full calendar 
of 50th anniversary events.
Heritage Village is a 21-acre history museum and park. As 
part of Pinellas County’s Parks & Conservation Resources 
Department, it is home to some of Pinellas County’s oldest 
historic structures and offers a window into the culture and 
history of the region. Learn more about Heritage village at 
HeritageVillageFL.org.
CLOTHES TO KIDS
Submitted by Caroline Stroud
Get Ready to Drop (off) Your Drawers! Join Clothes To Kids 
in supporting local students by donating packages of new 
underwear this April through June! While the school year may 
be winding down, Clothes To Kids is already preparing for the 
busy back-to-school season. Every child who shops at Clothes 
to Kids receives five brand-new pairs of underwear as part of 
their weekly wardrobe. This year alone, we expect to distribute 
more than 91,000 pairs-that’s a lot of undies!
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