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Longest Conflict

and even a casino carry the Seminole name. It gives the
impression that Floridians and the Seminole people have
always lived together peacefully.

In truth, that was far from life during the 1800s. Estimates
suggest that between 5,000 and 20,000 Seminoles lived in
Florida at the time, although census counts excluded Native
peoples. These numbers came mainly from military sources
and are approximate.

The Seminole Wars, also known as the Florida Wars, roughly
occurred during the first half of that century and saw the Seminole
Nation and the Federal government in many violent conflicts.

Historians and military leaders sfill debate the precise
beginning of the First Seminole War. Prior to open conflict,
both sides engaged in deadly skirmishes that claimed the lives
of hundreds of Seminole warriors, U.S. soldiers, and civilians.

The Seminole Wars were three major military conflicts
between the United States and the Seminoles, spanning
roughly from 1817 to 1858. Understanding the political and
cultural landscape before the First Seminole War is essential

cmes, counties, lakes, rivers, a major college football team,

to understanding the wars themselves.

A Seminole Chief in full dress for the era.
- Continued on Page 6
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Inside, you will find articles and local
information about the nearby area
inside. We call it Neighborhood News
because it is about your neighborhood
- Clearwater Beach. It is mailed to the
entire 33767 zip code including Island
Estates and Sand Key - about 6,000
households, six times a year.

You can pick up additional copies at
the Pier 60 Wefcj:ome Center, Shorty’s
Gourmet Deli, Sand Key Realty or the
Island Estates UPS.

We hope you enjoy our magazine and
we want your input. Did you like this
issue? What suggestions do you have for
future articles? Call or email us with your
comments, or take our online survey at
BeachNewsletters.com.

Keep up to date with your local news;
follow us on Facebook at Neighborhood
News Magazine.

Thank you for reading,
Lora and Pete Magnani (813) 361-7376
Lora@MagriffProductions.com
SEE YOU AGAIN
IN APRIL!
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Florida State Fair Begins

Winter Olymﬁics Opening Ceremony

Baddest on the Beach Pier 60

Shen Yun Mahaffey Theater 7

St. Pete Fine Art Festival 7

Super Bowl LX

Helle Hansen Sailing Regatta  13-1
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Rays Fan Fest Tropicana 1
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Art & Seafood Fest Safety Harbor 21-22

CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS

As always, this is subject to change.

Blue Jays Spring Home Opener 23
Raising Relief Poker Tourney 25
Phillies Spring Home Opener 25
Strawberry Festival Begins 26
St. Pete Grand Prix Begins 27
Heritage Village Anniversary Festival 28
Clearwater Sea-Bluesatthe Sound 28-1

MARCH

Copperhead Cup at Innisbrook — 1-
Clearwater Library Comicon
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Reggae Rise Up Music Fest
Shamrock N'Run Largo
Indian Rocks Rotary Runs the Beach
Pinellas Schools Spring Beak 16
7

_.
"

St. Patrick’s Day

PGA Valspar at Innisbrook 1
98 Rockfest at the Sound

Diana Ross at Ruth Eckerd Hall
Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival Begins 27

—ONNOAOGOIOONW

More details for items highlighted in red can be found in the Bar/Restaurant
News, Business Briefs, or Community News Sections or in an ad in this issue.
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SUGAR SAND FESTIVAL RETURNS The countdown is
officially on! Just one month until tickets go on sale for the
2026 Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival presented by Visit

St. Pete-Clearwater. More than 1,000 tons of Clearwater
Beach sand will be transformed into a stunning sand
sculpture museum featuring the theme, “United in Sand:
Celebrating Sports & Spirit!” The Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival
returns to Clearwater Beach March 27th - April 12th.

For more information, visit SugarSandFestival.com.

SLOW DOWN Last December, the Florida Department of
Transportation announced a speed limit reduction in two
construction work zones on the Howard Frankland Bridge
and its Pinellas County approach. The zones are Inferstate
275 from 38th Avenue North to 4th Street North (previously
65 MPH) and the Howard Frankland Bridge between Pinellas
and Hillsborough counties (previously 60 MPH).

The new speed limit will be 55 MPH in both work zones.
The speed reduction will help ensure a consistent and clear
speed for all drivers along the 1-275 corridor throughout
each project area.

Once complete, the new bridge will consist of eight lanes:
four general-use lanes and four express lanes, and a
new shared-use pathway separated from the roadway for
pedestrians and cyclists.

PICKLEBALL WITHOUT THE SUNBURN

Pickleball Kingdom opened last month in Pinellas Park,
offering players all the fun of pickleball in an indoor,
climate-controlled environment. The 40,125 square foot
facility features 14 professional-grade courts. Hours of
operation are 7am-11pm Monday — Saturday and 7am-
10pm on Sunday.

There are several membership options offering perks like
unlimited open play, free doiR/ locker use, no court fees,
and discounts on the ball machine. The facility is located
at 7300 US Highway 19 N. for more information, visit
PickleballKingdom.com.

OUR NEXT ISSUE IS APRIL If you need another copy of
this magazine, pick up one up at the library, rec center, or the
UPS Store on Island Estates. If you need more than a few, call

(813) 361-7376.

Read this issue and others at BeachNewsletters.com.
Follow us on Facebook for local news.
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START YOUR ENGINES Slngle Dcy tickets to the 2026
Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg are on sale for the
22nd annual running of the iconic event in downtown

St. Petersburg, February 27th - March Tst.

The Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg will bring fans
three full days of family fun and nonstop racing action
with seven total races from five different racing series.
Daily General Admission tickets are $30 for Friday, $55
for Saturday and $70 for Sunday. Single Day Grandstand
tickets are $135 for Silver and $110 for Bronze seating.
Junior pricing is available for attendees ages 12 and under.

Multi-day tickets can still be purchased at gpstpete.com for
those wanting to attend all three days of the action-packed
weekend. A 3-Day General Admission ticket offers the best
value at $80, and 3-Day Grandstand seats are priced
at $185, $170 and $140 for Gold, Silver and Bronze,
respectively. For additional ticket prices, the event schedule
and festival information, visit GPStPete.com.

CLEARWATER SEA-BLUES FESTIVAL The annual
Clearwater Sea-Blues Festival returns to Coachman Park on
Saturday, February 28th and Sunday, March Tst. Jam out
to soul-stirring music from national recording artists, shop
local market vendors and enjoy delectable seafood, craft
beer and wine from local businesses at Coachman Park.

The Clearwater Sea-Blues Festival presented by Visit

St. Pete-Clearwater is a free event. Tickets are not necessary
for general admission. For those looking to elevate their
experience, VIP tickets and reserved seating are both
available. Visit Facebook.com/ClearwaterSeaBlues for
more information and tickets.

FLORIDIANS IN THE OLYMPICS The cities of Milan
and Cortina d’Ampezzo, ltaly are hosting the XXV Winter
Olympic Games from February 6th-22nd. Approximately
2,900 athletes from around the world will compete in skiing,
bobsledding, ice hockey, and more. Florida is sending fifty
athletes to the Games this year, below are some notable
participants.

* Brittany Bowe (Ocala): A decorated long track
speedskater, competing in her fourth Olympics in 2026,
with bronze medals from 2018 & 2022.

* Erin Jackson (Ocala): Made history as the first Black
woman to win individual gold in Winter Olympics (2022),
also a speedskater.

* Steven Kampfer (Hollywood): An ice hockey player who
represented the U.S. in 2022, also a Stanley Cup winner.
Drafted by the Anaheim Ducks in 2007, he played for
Boston Bruins, Minnesota Wild, Florida Panthers, and
New York Rangers in the National Hockey League.

Over 165 athletes from Special Olympics Florida are training

for the 2026 Special Olympics USA Games in Minnesota as
well. The Games are June 20th-26th.

UNITED TAXI
707.777.7777

YELLO0 CAD,
72 f%/fﬁ/fff

TAMPA Available 24 hours a day,
AIRPORT 365 daysa year, for
$ 45 rides on-demand or
scheduled in advance.

1-4 PEOPLE

727-777-7777 » Go777Taxi.com

24 Hour

GWTER “se
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HESIDENTIAL » COMMERECIAL

121-596-5663

Farnify Owned since 1958

All Plumbing Repairs
Water Heabter Repalr & Replocement
Faucet and Fixture Repalr & Installation
Watar & Sewer Line Replacemeant
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

$10 OFF Any Service!

Licemad = Bonded + Inmued * Sanior Discounts * Esimates

EF1 1067200 Serving Al of Pineltos County
o501 for 50 years

12920 Walsingham Rd Largo
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The Seminole Wars, Continued

CLEARWATER BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
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Historically, Florida was home fo many surrendering large portions of southern These forces gathered at Fort Scott. They
Indigenous peoples—including the Calusa, Georgia and Alabama causing thousands faced roughly 1,000 Seminole warriors
Apalachee, and Timucua. The modern of Creeks to flee into West Florida. and 300 Black allies who were formerly
Seminole and Miccosukee peoples mostly Over 1.000 Native Americans lived in €nslaved people that sought refuge among
descend from Native Americans who migrated West Florida after the battle, including 700 the Seminole.

south during the 18th and 19th centuries to \yqrriors. The British built Fort Prospect on On March 15, Jackson’s army began a
escape conflict with the U.S. government, the Apalachicola River, and at the end of sweeping march through northwest Florida.
American settlers, and rival fribes. the War of 1812, they left the fort—along Following the Apalachicola River, they
Most early Seminoles were Lower Creek with food, weapons, and ammunition— moved toward the site of the destroyed
Indians from Georgia and Alabama. Spain to Creek refugees and free or formerly Negro Fort. Jackson ordered a small

controlled Florida from 1513 to 1821, except
for a brief time from 1763 to 1783 when
Great Britain ruled the territory.

During the 1700s, Great Britain also
controlled North Carolina, South Carolina,
and Georgia. Settlers in these colonies
frequently clashed with Native Americans
over land and hunting rights. Between
1716 and 1767, many Lower Creeks
migrated into Florida, reaching as far
south as modern-day Tampa Bay, because,
the Spanish welcomed Creek Indians
and runaway slaves into their territory,”
La Florida.” They offered land grants
and traded heavily with them to support
Spanish missions.

enslaved Black residents. Americans named contingent to rebuild it as Fort Gadsden.

| UMA

DERMATOLOGY

it “Negro Fort.”

The treaty ending the War of 1812 included
a clause restoring Creek land, but the
United States ignored it. American officials
also feared Negro Fort would inspire
enslaved people to revolt or flee south.

In early 1816, Jackson ordered the fort to

From there, he advanced toward the Lake
Miccosukee region (northeast of present-
day Tallohassee) and attacked several
Mikasuki villages.

On March 31, Jackson assaulted the
Seminole town of Anhaica, located where
Tallahassee stands today. The next day, he

DRE. NUPUR PATEL AND DR. LAUREN METTERLE
Anaiable sarices
= Skin conceds scraanings

Evaluation and trectment of roshes

Hair lzas avaluation

be seized. A confrontation followed. When a captured the nearby town of Miccosuki.

U.S. supply boat approached the fort, Black By early April, Jackson turned south toward
defenders fired warning shots. AU.S. cannon St. Marks (San Marcos), directly below the
struck the fort’s ammunition magazine, the Anhaica area. There he found a small
ensuing explosion killed more than 270 of Spanish fort. Jackson explained he was
the 335 occupants—mostly Black families. a friend of Spain but insisted the fort was
It was described as “the single deadliest harboring Seminoles and escaped slaves.

Mauratoain, filler and Chamical peeds

Laser therapy for red marks ond Brewn spots

Focigls

For your children, have them seen by a fellowship frained and beard-
eortified pediatric dermatologiat!

cannon shot in American history.”

Jackson took the fort the next day without

Accepting new patients! Most major insurance corriers accepted.

The Spanish referred to the diverse group Astensionsescalated between the Americans resistance. Leaving a garrison there, he

as cimarrones, meaning “runaways,” “wild
ones,” or “the untamed.” British settlers,
mispronounced cimarrén, as” Seminoles.”
The people though still themselves identified
as Creeks, Miccosukees, and members of
related tribes.

The French and Indian War was 1754
1763. When it ended, Native Americans
lost many land rights and Spain ceded La
Florida to Great Britain.

During the Revolutionary War, Britain used
Native Americans to fight colonists, causing
lasting tensions between American settlers
and Native tribes. At the end of the war
Great Britain returned Florida to Spain.

The Louisiana Purchase added vast lands
to the United States. The U.S. assumed it
included West Florida. France claimed the
western Panhandle; Spain disagreed.

Georgia volunteers began crossing into
Spanish  Florida to aftack towns and
Seminole villages, trying to seize land for the
United States. Colonel Daniel Newman's
soldiers assisted, burning farms and villages
before being driven out by the Seminoles.

Meanwhile, many Native Americans
sided with the British in the land disputes.
Andrew Jackson—Iliving in Nashville—was
ordered to fight the Muscogee ftribes in the
Creek War (1813-1814).In the Battle of
Horseshoe Bend (1814), Jackson’s forces
killed approximately 800 Creek Red Sticks.
The name derived from the red-painted war
clubs they cared. Jackson then compelled
the Creeks to sign the Treaty of Fort Jackson,

at Fort Scott (present-day Decatur County, confinued fo march east attacking Seminole

Georgia) and the Mikasuki community of
Fowltown. Chief Neamathla (“Fat Warrior”)
asserted sovereignty over the area, citing
the Treaty of Fort Jackson. In November
1817, 250 soldiers were ordered to seize
Fowltown. About 60 Mikasuki warriors
drove them back. The U.S. returned with
300 men, burned Fowltown, seizing crops
and killing six or eight Native Americans
and one American soldier. Historians often
cite this attack as the true beginning of the
First Seminole War (1817-1818).

A week later, Native warriors attacked a
U.S. supply boat on the Apalachicola River.
Most of the passengers—soldiers and
families—were either killed or captured.
Washington responded by ordering troops
invade Florida to pursue hostile groups,
but to avoid Spanish forts.

Meanwhile, Secretary of State John Quincy
Adams was quietly negotiating to purchase
Florida from Spain. The Secretary of War John
C. Calhoun assigned the mission to Andrew
Jackson, who accepted December 26, 1817.

A turning point came when General
Andrew Jackson arrived in Florida in March
1818. After that, the war moved rapidly.
Jackson called for volunteers and militia
forces, assembling more than 4,800 men:

00 U.S. Army regulars, 1,000 volunteers
from Tennessee, 1,000 volunteers from
Georgia, and 1,500 allied Upper Creek
warriors under General William Mclntosh.

towns along the Suwannee River, including
Old Town, which still exists today.

On April 12, Jackson declared victory. He
wrote to Washington stating that peace had
been achieved and his mission completed.

While traveling between Fort St. Marks and
Fort Gadsden, Jackson heard rumors that
the Spanish in Pensacola were supplying
Seminole fighters with weapons from Cuba.
Although he had declared victory a month
before, in early May, he left Fort Gadsden
with 1,000 men heading west. He reached
Spanish-held Pensacola on May 23, where
only 175 Spanish soldiers remained. On
May 28, the Governor of West Florida
surrendered without a fight.

Before departing, Jackson placed Colonel
William King in charge as Military Governor
of West Florida—even though the United
States did not yet officially own the territory.

Jackson then returned to Nashville and informed
President Monroe that he was refiring from
public service. Of course, Andrew Jackson later
became President of the United Stafes, serving
from 1829 to 1837.

And so, the First Seminole War ended as
abruptly as it began, just scarcely two and
a half months. Yet in reality, the conflict
marked only the beginning of a far larger
struggle. In Washington, o?'ﬁcicls continued
to speak of what they called “the Indian
problem” in Florido—a problem they
worried had not yet been solved.

To be continued in the next issue.
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HOW DO YOU CARE FOR
PETS AFTER DEATH?

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

It is reported that Diane Keaton left $5 million |©
for the care of her pets and that got us thinking
about planning for the care of pets after death !
by ensuring they are looked after and loved.
Here is what to consider step-by-step.

Select a trusted person who genuinely loves !
animals and can care for your pets. Have a |
backup in case your first choice cannot or will
not serve. Talk to them in advance — never
assume they will take the responsibility. Consider factors such
as age, health, lifestyle, space, and willingness to keep your
pets together.

Caring for a pet can be expensive. Leave a specific cash gift to
the caregiver in your will, with a note explaining it is for your pets.
Be aware that a will only takes effect after probate, so immediate
care could be delayed.

Use a separate Pet Trust for more control and immediate
effect upon your death or incapacity. Include clear terms, such
as identification of your pets (photos, microchip numbers, or
descriptions), amount of money allocated, authorized expenses,
and successor caregivers or trustees. Be sure fo name a future
beneficiary should your pet die before the funds are exhausted.

Include a written document describing feeding schedules and
dietary needs, medical conditions, medications, preferred
veterinarians, personality traits, habits, routines, and emergency
contacts (vet, animal sitter, efc.). Be sure to keep copies with your
estate documents and your caregiver and make sure they are
accessible somewhere at home.

Sometimes pets need immediate help before your long-term plan
is activated. Carry a wallet card stating you have pets at home
and listing emergency contacts. Talk to friends, neighbors, or
family who can step in right away. Consider leaving a key and
care instructions with someone you trust.

If no suitable caregiver is available look into sanctuary programs
or pet retirement homes (some shelfers, rescues, or universities
offer lifetime care for a fee or donation). Some animal welfare
organizations have legacy programs that promise care and
rehoming if you name them in your will.

Review your pet plan whenever your pefs or circumstances
change. Replace deceased or new petfs in your documents.
Confirm that your caregiver and trustee remain willing and able.

Toke advantage of our complimentary one-hour consultation to
talk about your estate plan and other financial and investment
management needs.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Founder and Executive Chair
ProVise Management Group, LLC

611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022, Info@Provise.com

Financial planning for your life and your lifestyle

PROVISE

4 MANAGEMENT GROUP

The information herein is general and educational in nature and
should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations
are complex and are subject to change.

Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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NEW FLORIDA LAWS FOR 2026

Several new laws took effect on January 1st, addressing
issues from animal crueltr to medical refunds. Below is a
summary of the new regulations.

1. SB 1808 - Faster medical refunds

¢ This law establishes a maximum limit of 30 days for medical
professionals to refund any excess payment o patients.

* Those who do not comply with the law can face a fine of
up to $500 per incident. This law looks to protect patients’
money and streamline transparency in payments.

2. HB 255 - “Dexter’s Law,”

* Apublicdatobase has been
created with the names of
all residents charged with
animal cruelty.

* This low was brought
forth after the ftragic
case of Dexter, a
refugee dog that was
decapitated after being
adopted a day earlier.
The objective is to
avoid the adoption or
Eurchose of an animal
y a person with a
history of animal cruelty.

3. SB 158 - No more copayment for breast examinations

¢ Copayments for diagnostic and supplemental
breast examinations have been eliminated for state
government employees.

* This law looks to facilitate the access to crucial
examinations for the early detection and follow-up for
state government employees.

4. HB 655 - Pet insurance regulation

e HB 655 changes the way consumers demand
transparency from insurance companies. It modifies
the legal framework to protect consumers by requiring
greater transparency from insurers, allowing a 30-
day review period for policy refunds, and prohibiting
certain practices, such as requiring wellness programs
to obtain insurance.

* This law requires insurers to provide customers with
clear information about claims payment formulas,
required medical examinations, and policy exclusions,
such as those for pre-existing conditions.

* Insurance agents must receive specific training on pet
insurance, including details on pre-existing conditions
and waiting periods.

5.SB 944 - Reducing overpayment claims for psychologists

* Thislaw will reduce the time thatinsurance companies present
overpayment claims for psychologists from 30 months to 12
months. The objective is to streamline the process of claims
and payments to mental health professionals.

Florida’s pending legislation for 2026 covers key areas
like healthcare (breast cancer screening coverage, patient
refunds for overpayments), housing (affordable housing
programs, rent control provisions), animal welfare (abuse
database, pet insurance rules), and transportation (electric
vehicle cleanup, booster seat age). Lawmakers are also
considering significant issues like marijuana legalization
(via amendment), social media restrictions for minors, and
property tax/utility profit caps, with many bills filed for the
2026 session.

HARRY'S Way

CHOP SHOP
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Owner Dawn Rice
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BUGGY RENTALS!

12 HRS TO 30 DAYS

BOOK YOUR
BUGEY TODAY!

190% ONLINE SIGN-UP

STREET LEGAL [#B5MPH) /DL (AGE 21+

TORPQUOTE
INSURED BY  iusUmANCE

GREAT FOOD
S rLaner GREAT SERVICE

§) (o) @cabanasCoastalGrill | www.cabanasgrill.com

CELEBRATING TEN
YEARS The Honu
Restaurant and Tiki Bar,
at 516 Grant Street
in  Dunedin, will be
celebrating  their  “Big
Ten” anniversary on the
weekend of February
20th-21st.

On Friday the 20th, they will
have vendors from 3-8pm,
and at 5pm they will have
a mug release from Tiki
Diablo. At 7pm, there will
be live music, and a luau
show and luau plate.

On Saturday the 21st, they will have vendors from noon-6pm.
Big Tiki & The Mai Tais will perform from 3-6pm and The
Sandy Bottom Boys will be on stage from 7-10pm. There will
be luau food and drink specials. There are no reservations,
seating is first available.

Co-Owner Kimberly Platt looks back on where it all began: “I met
my wife Lisa years ago when we worked in an ltalian Restaurant
in Largo. Lisa went info the military and did a tour in Afghanistan.
When she came home, we spent a lot of time in Hawaii. While

efting our degrees, we bought a food truck which we ran for
three years. We opened Honu in 2016, and have survived through
Covid, multiple Hurricanes, and a lot of other challenges.

For more information, call (727) 333-7777 or visit
TheHonuRestaurant.com. Follow them on Facebook and Instagram.

BAUSERWEEN Rescue Not Retail Dunedin (RNR) partnered
with Bauser’s Neighborhood Bar, at 520 Douglas Avenue, to
host Bauserween 2025. The “Nightmare Before Christmas”
themed charity event brought the community together raising
money to support RNR’s mission of providing veterinary services,
food, and pet supplies with a special focus on veterans and their
service animals. Bauser’s owner Janet Bausert pledged thirty
percent of the bar’s profits from the day to the rescue. They had
a dunk tank, where patrons could pay to dunk one of seven
local bartenders from the neighboring bars. Mike from Simon’s
Pub, at 608 Union Street, took home first place with the most
money raised. The dunk tank raised $2,500 for RNR.

The Community Bark Box at Bauser’s was launched in 2023,
offering an anonymous resource for free pet food, toys, leashes,
and more to those struggling to provide for their pets. Bauser's
is located at 520 Douglas Avenue. Visit Bausers.com and
RNRDunedin.com for more information on to help.

CHIPOTLE TAKEOVER If you think you are seeing Chipotles
popping up everywhere, you aren’t wrong. Recently they took
over a closed Dairy Queen in Dunedin and have plans for an
already closed Wendy's in Clearwater and a KFC in Largo.

Chipotle also plans to take over the only Krispy Kreme location
in Pinellas County. The 9100 Fourth Street location will be the
third Chipotle on Fourth Street and fourth location in the St.
Pete area. The remodel is set to start in March and is expected
to be completed in September. .

RESTAURANT NEWS WANTED If your restaurant has news
or an upcoming event we can include in this News Magazine,

please e-mail Lora@MagriffProductions.com or call
(813) 361-7376.
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Bur ¢ Roslusrnst Nows

THE END OF AN ERA AT PALM PAVILION For over
60 years the Hamilton family has owned the Palm Pavilion,
located at 10 Bay Esplanade on North Clearwater Beach. It
was co-owned by the four brothers: Ken, Dale, Hoyt, and
Wade. Now, at or near retirement age, 1her have decided it is

time to step back from the hustle and bustle of the restaurant
world and spend more time with family and friends.

Over the years, the Hamilton family has been approached
by many companies looking to purchase the land and
business but never got a viable offer.

During the four and a half months they were closed for
repairs after the 2024 hurricanes, they had a chance to
reflect and decided it was time to sell. The family intends
to take an active role in the Palm Pavilion’s 100-year
celebration on May 31st.

The family would like to thank their many management
teams, staff, friends, long-time patrons, and fans who have
been with them every step of the way and played a pivotal
role in their success. They would like to leave everyone with
one last toast - “There is no place like this place, anywhere
near this place, so this must be the place.”

Beachside Hospitality Group, the managers of Crabby’s
Dockside, The Salty Crab, Salty’s Islan Bar and Grille, and
others have taken over the Pavilion and intend to “keep the
party going on Clearwater Beach.”

BELLA VINO TURNS 20 Seeing «a
void in the Belleair area for premium |g
wine and cheese, Cheryl and Brian
Franzese opened Bella Vino Wine
and Cheese Market in 2005. Cheryl’s
entrepreneurial and marketing
background helped jumpstart the new
business and Brian’s twenty years in
the wholesale wine industry brought a
wealth of knowledge and experience.
Twenty years later, many wine shops
have opened and closed in the area |
but Bella Vino emerged as the place
where Belleair, Belleair Bluffs, Sand Key, and the local beach
community go to purchase wine and cheese.

Bella Vino has evolved info a cozy wine bar, known for
properly served premium wines by the glass, as well as
artisan cheese and charcuterie plates, delicious sandwiches,
homemade meatballs, flatbreads, and gluten free pizza.
Bella Vino is located at 100 Indian Rocks Road in The Plaza.
For more information, visit BellaVinoWineMarket.com or call
(727) 584-5552. Follow them on Facebook for upcoming
events and specials.

Giuve the gift of love by making sure your
loved one is on the right plan. Do you have
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DRIVERLESS TAXIS HAVE ARRIVED
By Pete Magnani, Publisher

Waymo LLC’s self-driving taxis have arrived in the Tampa
Bay area. The Google subsidiary has begun training
routes with human “specialists” operating vehicles on city
streets to learn local traffic patterns, pedestrian behavior,
and other environmental conditions. Waymo plans to
expand service to Orlando and other Central Florida
municipalities later this year.

The company launched driverless taxi service in Arizona
in 2022 and now operates full commercial service |
in select areas of Arizona, California, Georgia, and §
Texas, with testing underway in eleven additional states.
Waymo is part of a rapidly growing field of autonomous
transportation companies, including Amazon’s Zoox and
Tesla’s Robotaxi.

Self-driving cars, or autonomous vehicles (AVs), are
capable of operating with reduced or no human
input. They manage all core driving tasks: sensing the
environment, controlling the vehicle, monitoring internal
systems, and navigation. The concept traces back to the
16th century, when Leonardo da Vinci designed a Source: Waymo
self-propelled cart powered by unwinding springs.

Modern AV development began in the 1950s, when General Motors equipped test vehicles with radar. Advanced driver-
assistance systems (ADAS) entered production cars in the 1970s with the infroduction of anti-lock brakes—a precursor to
today’s collision-avoidance technologies such as blind-spot monitoring, electronic stability control, lane-departure warnings,
and adaptive cruise and traction control.

The first semi-autonomous car was developed in 1977 by the Tsukuba Mechanical Engineering Laboratory in Japan. It
navigated specially marked roads using two cameras feeding an onboard computer. U.S. AV research accelerated in
1984 when the Department of Defense funded Carnegie Mellon University’s Navlab, fueling breakthroughs in speed
management, collision avoidance, and night and off-road driving.

Google began AV development in 2009, outfitting 100 Toyota Priuses with digital mapping technology that incorporated
Google Street View imagery. Waymo later spun off as a standalone company and began testing vehicles without safety
drivers in 2017. In 2020, the company launched road tests in a geofenced area of Phoenix, with remote engineers able to
intervene if necessary.

Waymo vehicles use an integrated hardware suite that includes sensors, cameras, radar, and lidar. These systems provide
360-degree visibility, with lidar detecting objects as far as 980 feet away. Short-range lidar monitors the area near the
vehicle, while radar helps detect objects obscured by other cars and tracks movement. Waymo currently relies on modified
quguor |-Pace vehicles and plans to infroduce Hyundai loniq 5 and Zeekr RT models. AV-specific hardware adds about
$100,000 to the cost of each vehicle.

Riders start trips using a button and have optional “help,” “lock,” and “pull over” controls. A passenger may sit in the front
right seat, and an onboard display shows real-time sensor data, including nearby pedestrians. The steering wheel moves as
the car drives autonomously. As of April 2025, Waymo reports more than 100 million fully autonomous miles driven and
over 450,000 paid rides per week.

Despite rapid growth, AVs face ongoing scrutiny. NHTSA crash data shows 1,160 incidents involving Waymo vehicles
between 2021 and August 2025. These incidents involved, but were not necessarily caused by, AVs. The dataset includes
one fatality and 78 injuries—four serious, eight moderate, and 66 minor.

Last year, Waymo issued a voluntary software recall after Texas officials documented ten cases in which its vehicles illegally
passed stopped school buses, some with lights flashing and stop arms extended. The Austin Independent School District
asked the company to halt operations near schools during pickup and drop-off times. Waymo deployed updated software,
but violations continued through December.

Two pet fatalities in San Francisco—in October and December—also raised concerns about the vehicles’ ability to reliably
detect smaller animals. According to NHTSA, Waymo AVs have been involved in at least 14 animal collisions since 2021.

Driver-assistance technologies requiring human oversight have also faced criticism. Tesla’s Autopilot and Full Self-Driving
(FSD) systems, which still require attentive drivers, have been tied to 65 fatalities between 2013 and October 2025, according
to NHTSA data.

AV advocates argue that overall safety benefits outweigh isolated incidents. Waymo cites data indicating its vehicles are
associated with 91% fewer serious-injury crashes than human-driven cars, as well as 92% fewer pedestrian injuries, 89%
fewer motorcycle injury crashes, and 78% fewer cyclist injuries.

Tampa’s Mayor Jane Castor supports the expansion, stating, “Welcoming Waymo’s self-driving taxis to our streets marks
another step toward a safer, smarter, and more connected city. Innovation can improve people’s daily lives, and this
technology has the potential to do just that—expanding transportation options while reducing crashes and congestion.”

No date has been announced for the start of driverless commercial taxi service in Tampa Bay.
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PINELLAS COUNTY BEACHES
ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS

By Commissioner Brian Scott

Our Pinellas County beaches are
bigger, wider, and more beautiful
than ever - and that didnt happen by
accident. After Hurricanes Milton and
Helene, beach renourishment became
a critical need to protect our shoreline,
our homes, and our local economy.
Pinellas County Government stepped |
up to lead this effort, and the Board of
County Commissioners took decisive
action by pledging $127 million to
restore our beaches, funded through
tourism taxes and supplemented %y
state grants.

The result speaks for itself. The sand is softer, deeper and
wider, giving everyone more room to relax, play, stroll, and
simply be. These beaches are the heart of our community
and our economy. They are backyards for our residents,
places of peace and reflection, and an economic engine
that supports local jobs and small businesses throughout
the county.

This investment was made for everyone - those who live
here year-round, those who cherish watching the sun sink
info the Gulf, and the visitors who choose Pinellas County
as their destination. From enjoying a meal at The Original
Crabby Bill’s or Slyce Pizza Bar, to setting out on a fishing
trip with Hubbard’s Marina, visiting the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium, or staying at The Sandpearl, our restaurants,
hotels, and attractions are ready and welcoming.

So, let me ask: when was the last time you took a vacation
day in your own backyard? Treat yourserf to a day - or a few
days - on the sand. Pinellas County is shining, our beaches
are open, and we're ready for you.

FLORIDA AMONG TOP
U.S. GROWTH STATES

Florida ranked second among U.S. growth states in the 2025
U-Haul GrowthIndex, whichanalyzesone-waycustomermoves
during the year. Texas reclaimed the top spot for the seventh
time in the past decade, climbing one position after finishing
behind South Carolina in 2024. South Caroling, last year’s
leading growth state, slipped four places in the latest rankings.
Florida, North Carolina, and Tennessee followed Texas as top
destinations for movers. Although the order shifted, the top
five states remained the same as in both 2024 and 2023.

California ranked last for the sixth consecutive year,
recording the nation’s highest level of out-migration.
Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, and Illinois rounded
out the bottom five states on the index.

The U-Haul Growth Index ranks states based on the net gain
or loss of customers who rented one-way trucks, trailers,
or U-Box® moving containers, picking up equipment in
one state and dropping it off in another. The rankings are
compiled from more than 2.5 million one-way transactions
conducted annually across the U.S. and Canada.

While the index does not directly measure population or
economic growth, U-Haul says it serves as an effective
indicator o?how well states, metropolitan areas, and cities
are attracting and retaining residents. Additional migration
trend reports and historical data are available at
UHaul.com/about/migration.
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TARGET IS COMING

A portion of Countryside

Mall, located at 27001 U.S
Highway 19, near Whole
Foods Market and Nordstrom
Rack, has been acquired

by Bradenton developer
Benderson Development, for
$28.5 million. When Whole
Foods was built in 2014, they
took over a portion of Sears.
Sears completely vacated the mall in 2018, and that space
acquired by the developer has been vacant since.

According to the city of Clearwater, a permit has been
approved for a two-story, 140,000 square-foot Target.
Construction began in December. There is no opening
date set as of the printing of this magazine.

NEWHOTELDOWNTOWN In2019, Clearwaterdemolished
the Harborview Center, which was home to a department store,
a restaurant, frade shows, conventions, weddings, high school
proms and more, before it was abandoned in 2009. In 2022,
Clearwater voters approved the sale of the property for $9. 3
million for a redevelopment project.

The 158-key Ballad Hotel will provide accommodations
for those attending downtown events, meetings, and
conferences. The property, next to Coachman Park, will also
offer 169 parking spaces, a rooftop bar and about 21,000
square feet of retail space. The Ballad and restaurant are
expected to open mid-2027.

CHIPS FOR CHARITY Stefanec’s Barber Shop, located
at 772 Indian Rocks Road, is hosting a poker tournament
at the Belleair Beach Community Center on Wednesday,
February 25th for the “Raising Relief Foundation.” The
foundation is continually working on various projects to
address the critical needs of the community. Their current
initiatives focus on community development, emergency
relief, education, and health and well-being.

For more information on Raising Relief visit their website
at RaisingReliefFoundation.org. The doors open for the
tournament at 6pm and the cards fly from 7-10pm. For
more information on the event, call Stefanec’s owner Irena

Nolasco at (727) 262-2080.

JOIN THE WINE CLUB Belleair Market, at 510 Indian Rocks
Road, has started a “Wine Club” for patrons to join. Members
pay $75 a month and receive a free bottle of wine (up to $50)
every month and 10% off wine and drinks at Belleair Hideaway,
10% off all wine at Belleair Market - Your Corner Store, 10%
off and first notice for reservations for all Wine Dinners, 10%
off wine, Bloody Mary’s, and Mimosas at Belleair Cafe. They
will also be starting “Monthly WINE 101 Nights” at Belleair
Hideaway for Wine Club Members only.

Call (727) 584-3697 or visit BelleairMarket.com for more
information. New members will receive a welcome gift. Sign up
now, memberships are limited.

BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If your company has news or
an upcoming event we can include in this News Magazine,

please e-mail Lora@MagriffProductions.com or call
(813) 361-7376.
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Business Briefs

FIVE STARS Congratulations
to 2Shea Fishing and Dive
Center, located at 198
Seminole Street north  of
downtown Clearwater, on
recently being accredited as
a Professional Association
of Diving Instructors (PADI)
Five Star Dive Center. A
PADI 5-Star rating signifies
a top-tier dive center, that
offers a full range of PADI
programs, high-quality facilities
and equipment, strong customer service, a focus on
environmental responsibility, and commitment to safety
and education.

Owner and Captain TJ Shea started 2Shea Fishing and
Diving Charters over twenty years ago with a single engine
24-ft center console boat. From there he grew his passion
and now offers fishing, diving, spearfishing, and sunset
cruise experiences on %ive boats. For more information or
to book online, visit 2SheaCharters.com.

NEW GROCERY STORE COMING Aldi acquired Southeastern
Grocers, the parent company of both Winn-Dixie and Harveys
Supermarket as part of a g‘) billion expansion plan set to
unfold over five years and wrap up in 2028. The Winn-Dixie
store at Keene Road and Main Street in Dunedin is closing and
will be rebranded as an Aldi Grocery Store.

Aldi is focused on efficiency and affordability, offering a
curated mix of private-label groceries, fresh produce,
organic options, and weekly limited-time specials. They are
open seven days a week from 9am-8pm.

NEW EMERGENCY ROOM HCA Florida Countryside
Emergency is now open to serve the community 24/7
with fast, quality emergency care. The facility is part of
the HCA Florida Healthcare network and an extension of
the emergency services at HCA Florida Largo Hospital,
bringing trusted care closer to home.

Located at 2209 State Road 580 in Clearwater, near
the Dunedin border, this state-of-the-art, $22.5 million
investment is ready to provide around-the-clock emergency
care to residents of Clearwater, Dunedin and surrounding
areas. Visit HCAFloridaHealthcare.com for more information.

MOBILE SURFACE RESTORATION Mobile Surface
Restoration: After 20+ vyears in business in Nevadg,
Blackbeard Enterprises relocated to Pinellas County two years
ago. The company offers quality mobile surface restoration
by utilizing specialized, portable media blasting equipment
to clean or strip a multitude of surfaces like concrete, metal,
wood, and stone with eco-friendly methods. Blackbeard also
offers pressure washing, wood restoration (doors, cabinets),
minor repairs, and various homeowner association needs.
They bring services directly to your location for projects too
large to move, such as pool decks, vehicles, boats, or heavy
equipment. Blackbeard can remove paint, rust, graffiti, and
grime, preparing surfaces for refinishing while minimizing
dust and disruption. For more information, call (727) 272-
9115 or email BlackbeardMB@yahoo.com.
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WOHILE NARTHE MECHANIC SINGLE PARENT WORKFORCE
BE-’&{:H BUM avss 25 rouss sapearcs INITIATIVE: HEALTHCARE SECTOR

A By Jake Hornstein & Greg Hill, Our

100 NOUE SEAVISR SPECTILE . -
1 MY S4FT PRATLERS [P PO 350 Children Have Rights.Org (OCHR)
™ T Pinellas is facing a critical

healthcare  workforce  shortage.
Nurses and doctors get the most
attention, yet significant gaps exist
in allied health - medical assistants,
dental assistants, and behavioral
health technicians. According to the
BayCare Community Health Needs
Assessment, Pinellas is a Provider
Shortage Area (PSA) for primary
care, dental & mental health.

We need a strategy to recruit,
train and deliver the care Pinellas
deserves. The strategy: single
parents eager to pursue careers. But single parents face unique
obstacles, such as childcare and unpredictable schedules. This is
not conducive to workforce programs that require commitment.

Announce The solution: make informal arrangements formal by eliminating

logistical obstacles for single parents to pursue careers. This is
achievable with a parenting pr)n A parenting plan outlines co-
parent responsibilities and a set schedule, providing structure

5'“9"3 Parent Workforce for everyday life. Signed by a judge, it's a court order, creating
Initinth’e within Pinellas accounfobiﬁfy for both parents. When developed with strategy, it

produces a framework designed for a highly motivated parent to
County Healthcare Sector

excel. A strong plan creates:
Clarity & Stability
* Clear responsibilities for each parent
* Predictable schedules for work & family
* Confidence to commit to career opportunities
Support for Career Growth
* Areliable routine empowers single parents to pursue goals
* Enroll in workforce training programs
* Pursue education without last-minute childcare worries
Reduces Conflict & Stress
* A judge has already predetermined issues that otherwise
cause disputes
* Minimizes misunderstandings with the co-parent

7 : * Scheduling conflict caused by parenting duties are eliminated
Co- F'ﬂl'l.'.‘ntll‘lg Education & Realistic & Flexible

Healthcare Career-Pathing * A strong plan is practical and adaptable as careers advance
and kids grow.

OCHR & Evara Health Institute have launched the Single Parent (_.__
Workforce Initiative. By helping single parents develop parenting

plans, we accelerate participation in healthcare training. Joint | S'I:I LT Rﬂ'"ﬂ: e N ———— 5 1!
activities between February and November 2025 demonstrated 1 o
CCRILL RESTAURANT GROUP Cracker

that OCHR co-parent education combined with EHI healthcare
career-pathing is a powerful force that drives enrollments.

Great Food L AR Activities include educational workshops with community partners,
Cold Beer z | § 1 R Pinellas County Schools, Housing Authorities and more. Our co-
Rait I | - (i ' : parenting education is complemented by guest speakers who provide
% . gl 2 resources and services from the early learning community, childcare
Charters providers and others. The program is not funded, yet activities are X -{"
rm e Xn-goin?igfulmdeglogg, producing results and offered at no cost. = h“ﬂ ﬂ.

Fabulous Sevuing Clearwater Beach for over 60 years! typical backwards-OCHR-strategy. " " b avst: ectavur: ouD.Co Tﬁ LeAd
Sunsets A58 ﬂﬁmr‘l“!i!?‘rlmm"‘ﬂlﬁ eath OCHR is a Pinellas 501c3 nonprofit that helps parents achieve BaystarRestaurantGroup.com !1
tool o Hestawiant 4968134 Chartars ¢ 542040 successful co-parenting strategies, at no cost to the family. Contact
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Heritage Village Festival
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2026 | 10AM -2PM

Sulphur Springs Exhibit Opening
Historic Preservation Education Station
Local Community Market
U.S. 250™ Activities
Wish Wall
Food Trucks

* HERITAGE VILLAGE

Commandty \fews

CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
Submitted by Lianne Villancourt

Clearwater Yacht Club is proud to announce the success of
the 51st Annual Holiday Lighted Boat Parade in December.
This beloved nautical tradition once again lit up Clearwater
Beach, celebrating the holiday season while bringing the
community together for a meaningful cause.

With the generous support of our sponsors and participants,
this year’s parade raised significant funds benefiting youth
sailing and boating scholarships through the Clearwater
Community Sailing Center for the local Boys & Girls Clubs.
Clearwater Yacht Club extends heartfelt thanks to everyone
who contributed to making this year’s event such a success.

The parade launched just north of the Mandalay Channel
Bridge, following a slightly different route past Coachman
Park, and concluded at the judging area in front of
Clearwater Yacht Club. This year featured beautifully
decorated vessels, each bringing holiday cheer to spectators
along the waterfront.

Distinguished judges from the City of Clearwater, including
Mayor Rector plus City Manager Poirrier and Clearwater
Yacht Club’s Past Commodore Rich Libonate, evaluated
entries from the Clearwater Yacht Club Marina.

Clearwater Yacht Club thanks all participants, sponsors,
volunteers, and spectators for helping make the 51st Annual
Holiday Lighted Boat Parade a memorable evening filled
with holiday spirit, community pride, and charitable impact.
We look forward to welcoming everyone back next year for
another unforgettable celebration on the water. Mark your
calendars for the 52nd Annual Holiday Lighted Boat Parade
on December 12th, 2026!

The Clearwater Yacht Club is one of the oldest yacht clubs in
the United States. Established in 1911, the Club is located
on beautiful Clearwater Beach and is a gathering place for
avid boaters enjoying a reputation for boating fellowship
and warm hospitality. Visit ClearwaterYachtClub.org for
membership information.

VACATION DONATIONS
Submitted by Diane Daniel

Condos and apartment complexes with vacation rentals,
we'd love to put one of our donation bins on your property
during high visitation season. We do all the work!! Visitors, if
you have leftover food you can't take home with you, please
consider donating it to locals in need. To donate direcily to
these pantries, visit www.vacationdonations.org/food. When
possible, Vacation Donations will pick up food at your rental.
Founder Diane Daniel is also looking for helpers to help
collect food. Hours are minimal and sporadic.

We accept unopened food and beverages, both perishables
(fresh) and nonperishables, such as canned and boxed goods.
You can also donate open containers of food if they have
casings, such as eggs, individually wrapped cheese singles,
etc. Donations will go to: Beach Community Food Pantry in
IRB, and occasionally Lifeline Ministries at St. Jerome Catholic
Church and Christ the King Lutheran Ministries in Largo. For
pickup, bin signup or volunteering, call or text Diane at

(727) 201-2333 or email VacationDonations@gmail.com.
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Dermaclinique is thrilled to welcome

DR. ALEXIS HONIGBAUM,

a Board-Certified Dermatologist to
our Clearwater otfice!

General Dermatology

= Psoriasis

Cosmetic 8 5kin S Pa Senr [
CUSTOMIZED FACIALS:

= Rejuvenate: sAntiaging

DERMACLINIQUE CLEARWATER
DERMATOLOGY : [() DERMACLINIQUE

BAN AT IR CCN=ATIEN LEEE LS

SKIN SPA

Trusted Dermatology Care.

NOW BETTER THAN EVER!
Alexis Honigbaum, MD, FAAD is a board-
certified dermatologist specializing in medical
and surgical dermatology. Originally from
Massachusetts, she obtained her
undergraduate degree from University of
Miami and medical degree from Eastern
Virginia Medical School. She then completed
her Dermatology Residency at the University
of South Florida, which eventually brought
her back to the Tampa Bay Area and private
practice,
5he has been published in peer-reviewed
journals, presented at national meetings, and
was recognized in Newsweek's “America’s
Best Medical Dermatologists™ in 2022, She is
excited to join Dr, Nayyar and the team at
Dermaclinique, where she looks forward to
providing compassionate, high-quality
dermatologic care (o the community.

CAaLL US AT (727) 888 0900
WAW . DC.SKIN

RECEIVE
50% OFF
ANTI-AGING
CUSTOM
FACIAL

ADVANCED TREATMENTS:
= Morpheus B

= Microneedling w PRP
= The DC BioLux PEEL
HYDROEACIAL = Enhance your results with:

« Radiance: Hydrating

DERMAPLANING =
IMJECTABLES:

= Filler, Botox, PRP (for hair-loss)
LASER TREATMENTS:

= C02 | Erbium | ClearLift | Yascular

= |PL | Laser Hair Remowval

FIRST 20
CLIENTS RECEIVE
A FREE GIFT
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Commandtyy News

ISLAND ESTATES WOMEN'S CLUB

The Island Estates Women’s Club (IEWC) has announced the
opening of the 2026 annual college scholarship cycle for
Clearwater High School senior women planning to attend
an accredited post-secondary school after graduation. The
Application Package is now available from the High School

Guidance Office.

In addition to having plans to attend college, qualified
candidates must have a grade point average of 3.0 or
better, have a strong commitment to service to school and
community and provide two letters of recommendation.
Applications must be accompanied by three essays that
share 1) the candidates’ goals and ways they will achieve
them, 2) where they see themselves in 10 years and 3) and
how their current community service has impacted their life.
All scholarship information is to be received no later than
February 17th. Scholarship winners will be notified the first
week of April. Selected winners will be invited to the IEWC
annual Scholarship luncheon April 28th.

For more information on the IEWC scholarship program and
to get an application, visit IslandEstatesWomensClub.com.

REDS, WHITES, AND BITES
Submitted by Jessica Carrier

The Community Dental Clinic invites the community to its
annual signature fundraiser, Reds, Whites, and Bites +
More, on April 18th at 7pm, at The Collection on Palmetto
in Clearwater. Join us for an unforgettable evening to
sip, savor and support while we enjoy fine wines and
exceptional bites, all in support of healthier smiles across
our community.

The Clinic is honored to welcome Jan and Jim Watrous
as Honorary Chairs for the evening, recognizing their
commitment to community service and local health |n|1|ohves

Proceeds from the event support the Community Dental
Clinic’s mission to provide compassionate, comprehensive
dental services, education, and access to dental care for
uninsured, low-income adults of Pinellas County. This
fundraiser generates approximately 20 percent of the
Clinic’s annual operating budget, making it vital to meeting
the growing need for dental care in the community.

Following a highly successful debut last year at The Collection

on Palmetto, the unique antique car museum once again
sets the stage for an elegant and engaging evening.

Community Dental Clinic is located at 1390 S. Missouri Ave in
Clearwater. Visit CommunityDTLClinic.org for more information

Please Call Jessica Carrier at (727) 216-6155 ext. 106 for
details or event sponsorship opportunities.

SAILABILITY
Submitted by Claudia Nabel

We are a group of dedicated volunteers
who envisioned and implemented an
opportunity within  our community
to bring the sport of sailing to the |
disabled community, so they could
participate in this fun activity.

Our dock was destroyed during the
hurricanes of 2024, limiting our abili’ry
to provide this service. Our goal here
is fo raise money to go towards the
replacement of a new ADA dock.

Despite the fact that Sailability has lost The dock, along
with water access for many of our participants with
disabilities, we continue to persevere. We are fortunate
to have a contractual agreement with the Clearwater
Community Sailing Center, and have been able to provide
sailing, kayaking and water experiences to some of our
less-involved disabled participants. What we have is
an amazing village that works together to make things
happen through improvising and adapting.

We realize that the City of Clearwater suffered a lot as a result
of hurricanes Helene and Milton with so many critical needs,
we hope fo raise funds to get started on the replacement of
the dock sooner rather than later.

Any help you can give is greatly appreciated! To donate, visit

GoFundMe.com/f/RebuilddocksforSailability.

Sailability is taking out participants every other Saturday.
Please visit SailabilityTampaBay.org to sign up to participate
or volunteer for sailing on catamarans and the kayaks that
we currently have available.

Sailability Greater Tampa Bay is a 501(c)3 organization.
SHEPHERD’S VILLAGE
Submitted by Sherry Chandler

Clearwater neighbors - grab your paddle (or borrow
one!) and come rally with us on Saturday, April 11th for
Shepherd’s Village's Third Annual Pickleball Raise & Rally,
presented by Westcoast Florida HVAC.

This year’s event is free and focused on social awareness
and community support for single moms and their kids -
helping single moms and their kids face their future with
confidence. We're hosting Raise & Rally ot Pickle & Pint,
where we've rented the entire facility g;r three hours of
continuous play - open play designed for all skill levels.
Bring a friend, bring your family, and enjoy an upbeat
event where connection matters as much as the game.

And to be clear - this isn’t a fournament. Because we don't
dink around - our focus is a FUNdraiser!

Shepherd’s Village is also celebrating 35 years of serving
families and Raise & Rally is a chance to celebrate that
legacy while shining a light on what's ahead. While entry
is free, guests will have opportunities on-site to support
the mission through simple giving options and fun ways
to participate.

Please register in advance so we can plan for everyone.

Visit ShepherdsVillage.com/pickleball for the latest
updates, including event time and play details.
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THE SUGAR SAND FESTIVAL - “UNITED IN SAND”

The Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival returns to bright and beautiful
Clearwater Beach March 27th - April 12th. This year, the
festival celebrates sports and spirit during its biggest and
best year yet with the theme, “United in Sand: Celebrating
Sports dnJSpiri’r!” This year’s theme celebrates teamwork, a
strong sense of American pride, and the defining stories that
shape our nation.

This year, the Sugar Sand Walk Exhibit expands to an
impressive 24,000 square feet, featuring an exciting,
augmented reality experience that serves as a tribute to
the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence and as an ode to this historic celebration.

From architectural masterpieces created from Clearwater’s
famous sugar sand to concerts, performers and daily
entertainment, the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival Presented by
Visit St. Pete Clearwater is an annual event attracting visitors
from around the world. This year’s festival will stretch for 17
days, which allows people more time to attend and gives
those visiting for the Easter holiday a chance to see this
incredible and affordable festival.

General admission to the sculpture exhibit will be $14
per person plus tax, and free for children 3 years old and
younger. Discounted tickets for military personnel, police
officers, firefighters, teachers and healthcare workers can
be purchased for $10 each on “Frontline Fridays,” which are
March 27, April 3, and April 10, 2026. These discounted
tickets will be available at the gate only with proper
identification. All other fickets can be purchased online at
SugarSandFestival.com beginning in December 2025.
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Visitors may also enjoy “Timeless Tuesdays” where individuals
aged 60 and older can enjoy a discounted ticket price of
$12 each plus tax on Tuesdays: March 31st and April 7th.

The Sugar Sand Festival is proud to partner with Tampa Bay
Sondsculpﬁn% Co., which will once again build this year’s
exhibit and offer free sand-sculpting classes during the festival.

Each year, the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival continues to grow
in popularity and garner national attention. The 2025 event
drew more than 130,000 visitors throughout its 17-day run.
The festival continues to attract visitors from around the world.

About the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival

Eighteen world-class artists craft elaborate sand sculptures
from Clearwater’s internationally famous sugar sand. The
works of art are on display in a 24,000-square-foot structure.
More than 1,000 tons of Clearwater sand takes on a new
life, bringing visitors on a unique and special adventure.
The festival is a joint effort between Sunsets at Pier 60 Daily
Festival, a 501(c)3 organization and the city of Clearwater.
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Brian Pelfrey, Realtor® - Your Luxury Property Agent

sales at the Grande on
Sand Key out of 236
total sales.

7 WY i,

Sand Key Realty is the
ﬁ #1 independent office

. that has had more

| sales in every single

building on Sand Key.

Sand Key Condos For Sale by Brian Pelfrey
Meridian on Sand Key - 1200 Gulf Bivd #1704 - 3BR | 2.5BA | 2288 sf | 51,950,000
Cabana Club - 1582 Gulf Blvd #1503 - 3BR | 2BA | 1385 sf | 51,399,000
Dan's Island - 1600 Gulf Blvd #512 - 3BR | 3BA | 1970 sf | 51,300,000
Dan's Island - 1600 Gulf Blvd #1111 - 2BR | 2BA | 1880 sf | 51,275,000
Cabana Club - 1582 Gulf Blvd #1506 - 2BR | 2BA | 1385 sf | 51,195,000
Crescent Beach Club - 1340 Gulf Blvd. #16F - 2BR | 2BA | 1295 sf | $999,000
Dan's Island - 1600 Gulf Blvd #617 - 2BR | 2BA | 1880 sf | $850,000
Bayside Gardens | - 1401 Gulf Blvd #216 - 3BR | 2.5BA | 1520 sf | 5729,000
Clearwater Beach Condos For Sale by Brian Pelfrey
Harborview Grande - 530 5. Gulfview Blvd #203 - 3BR | 2BA | 1803 sf | 51,000,000
Clearwater Point - 800 5. Gulfview Bivd #403 - 2BR | 2BA | 1260 sf | 5449,000
Island Estates Condos for Sale by Brian Pelfrey
736 Island Way Condo - 736 Island Way #406 - 2BR | 2BA | 1930 sf | $875,000
Belleair Beach Condos For Sale by Brian Pelfrey
Sereno Del Sol - 2900 Gulf Blvd #201 - 3BR | 3BA | 1824 sf | 51,550,000
Sereno Del Sol - 2900 Guif Blvd #202 - 28R | 2BA | 1390 sf | 51,100,000
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Brian Pelfrey, Owner/Realtor®
SAND KEY 727-871-0871 | Brian@SandKey.
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