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By Bob Griffin, Local Historian

C
ities, counties, lakes, rivers, a major college football team, 
and even a casino carry the Seminole name. It gives the 
impression that Floridians and the Seminole people have 

always lived together peacefully.
In truth, that was far from life during the 1800s. Estimates 
suggest that between 5,000 and 20,000 Seminoles lived in 
Florida at the time, although census counts excluded Native 
peoples. These numbers came mainly from military sources 
and are approximate.
The Seminole Wars, also known as the Florida Wars, roughly 
occurred during the first half of that century and saw the Seminole 
Nation and the Federal government in many violent conflicts.
Historians and military leaders still debate the precise 
beginning of the First Seminole War. Prior to open conflict, 
both sides engaged in deadly skirmishes that claimed the lives 
of hundreds of Seminole warriors, U.S. soldiers, and civilians. 
The Seminole Wars were three major military conflicts 
between the United States and the Seminoles, spanning 
roughly from 1817 to 1858. Understanding the political and 
cultural landscape before the First Seminole War is essential 
to understanding the wars themselves.

                                                                                                                                            - Continued on Page 6 

The Seminole Wars: Florida’s Longest Conflict 

Driverless Taxis
Waymo’s driverless taxis 
have arrived in the Tampa 
Bay area, but commercial 
rides will not happen just yet.
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A Seminole Chief in full dress for the era. 
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BELLEAIR AREA 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it a Neighborhood  
News Magazine because it is about 
your neighborhood. It is mailed to the 
entire Belleair Area - a total of about 
8,000 households - six times a year.
Do you need another copy of this 
magazine? You may pick up additional 
copies at all City Halls, Panera Bread, 
UPS Store and the Belleair Market. 
Call (813) 239-6862 if you need 
more than a few.
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like this 
issue? What suggestions do you have 
for future articles? Call or email us 
with your comments. Follow us on 
Facebook for ongoing local news.

Thank you for reading,
Lora and Pete Magnani 

(813) 239-6862 
Pete@MagriffProductions.com

SEE YOU AGAIN
 IN APRIL

CITY NUMBERS
CITY OF BELLEAIR BLUFFS
www.belleairbluffs.org
City Hall 2747 Sunset Blvd:    584-2151
Fire Dept:                  587-6714 
MAYOR - Chris Arbutine, Sr
COMMISSIONERS — 
Joseph A. Barkley, III •  Suzy Sofer
Karen Rafferty •  David Roberts
CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH
www.cityofbelleairbeach.com
City Hall 444 Causeway Blvd: 595-4646
Fire Dept:	     595-1117
MAYOR - Dave Gattis 
COUNCIL MEMBERS — Vice Mayor Lloyd 
Roberts • Frank Bankard • Anders Weilings  
Kimberly Shaw Elliott • Todd Harper • Jody 
Shirley 
TOWN OF BELLEAIR SHORE
www.belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593-9296
Fire Dept: 	    595-1117
MAYOR: Steve Blume
COMMISSIONERS — Vice Mayor Daniel 
Storje • Mike Tolbert •  Robin Lally
TOWN OF BELLEAIR TownofBelleair.com
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd, Belleair  588-3769
Fire Dept: 	    595-1117
Police Dept: 		   588-3769
MAYOR - Mike Wilkinson
COMMISSIONERS - Deputy Mayor Tom 
Shelly • Todd Jennings • Patricia Barris 
Thomas Kelly
CITY OF LARGO www.Largo.com
201 Highland Ave Info:   587-6700
Fire Dept: 		    587-6714
Police:         586-7427
MAYOR - Woody Brown
COMMISSIONERS  - Michael Smith • Curtis 
Holmes • Mike DiBrizzi • John Lauser 
Donna Holck • Chris Johnson-----------------------------------------
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH	  582-6177
DUKE POWER	    443-2641
BELLEAIR REC CENTER 	  518-3728
BELLEAIR FINE ARTS SOCIETY 934-4304

BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB	  585-9633
BELLEAIR BRIDGE GROUP 669-5283
BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
Dana Ford		   481-8214
BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB
President Sandra Sockwell	    256-710-8197
BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Marjorie Rose	    238-8691
BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Kathy Hefele, President	  281-802-2171
BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
Jewels Chandler, President	  743-1708 
BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Larry Bell 	  644-9197 
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB 316-5504
CLEARWATER SAILING 	  517-7776
-------------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO  464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES  464-3377 
Chris Latvala 	    464-3278

STATE:
Senator Nick DiCeglie   	  850-487-5018
 Republican, Dist. 18 
 3637 Fourth St. N., Ste 101 St. Pete
 DiCeglie.Nick.web@flsenate.gov
Rep. Kimberly Berfield 	            351-8820
 Republican, District 58
 2189 Cleveland St. Suite 229
 Ron.Ogden@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Ron DeSantis
 Ron.DeSantis@myflorida.com

FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Ashley Moody                 202-224-3041
 www.Moody.Senate.gov  
Rick Scott . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
 www.RickScott.Senate.gov

AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Anna Paulina Luna        202-225-5961
 Republican, District 13 
 1201 Gandy Blvd N., St Petersburg
 Luna.House.gov

This newsletter is published by 
Magriff Productions, LLC. and is 
mailed to 8,000 residences and 
businesses in Belleair, Belleair 
Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Harbor Bluffs, 
and part of Largo. We are not 
associated with any city government.

PUBLISHERS
Lora and Pete Magnani

ART DIRECTION
Pete Magnani

SALES
Lora Magnani

(813) 361-7376 
CONTACT INFO

P.O. Box 2628
Dunedin, FL 34697

BeachNewsletters.com
If you are interested in advertising, 

we offer multi-city and annual 
discounts. Ads need to be reserved 

one month in advance. 
E-mail:Lora@MagriffProductions.com 

or visit BeachNewsletters.com for more 
information.

© 2026 Magriff Productions, Inc.

CREDITS

FEBRUARY
Groudhog Day		   2
Florida State Fair Begins 	   5
Garden Club Junk N’Jewels Sale   5-7
Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony 6
Baddest on the Beach Pier 60	  7
Shen Yun Mahaffey Theater	  7-8
St. Pete Fine Art Festival		   7-8
Super Bowl LX			    8
Helle Hansen Sailing Regatta  13-15
Valentine’s Day			    14
Sant Yago Knight Parade Ybor	  14
Rays Fan Fest Tropicana	 14
Daytona 500			    15
President’s Day			    16
Fat Tuesday			    17
Ash Wednesday			   18
MLB Spring Training Begins	  20
IRB Winterfest			    21
Gasparilla Run Tampa		   21
Art & Seafood Fest Safety Harbor 21-22
Blue Jays Spring Home Opener	  23

Raising Relief Poker Tourney        25
Phillies Spring Home Opener	  25
Strawberry Festival Begins	  26 
St. Pete Grand Prix Begins	  27
Heritage Village Anniversary Festival 28
Clearwater Sea-Blues at the Sound 28-1
MARCH
Copperhead Cup at Innisbrook	    1-3
Belleair Beach Cleanup		   7
Clearwater Library Comicon	  7
Daylight Savings Time Ends	  8
Municipal Election Belleair Bluffs	 10
Reggae Rise Up Music Fest     12-15
Shamrock N’Run Largo		   14
Indian Rocks Rotary Runs the Beach 14
Pinellas Schools Spring Beak     16-20
St. Patrick’s Day			   17
PGA Valspar at Innisbrook    17-22
98 Rockfest at the Sound	  20
IRB Greenfest 			    2/21
Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival Begins   27

 CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS
As always, this is subject to change.

More details for items highlighted in red can be found in the Bar/Restaurant 
News, Business Briefs, or Community News Sections or in an ad in this issue.



BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPage 4 Page 5

Did You Know and More...

START YOUR ENGINES Single Day tickets to the 2026 
Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg are on sale for the 
22nd annual running of the iconic event in downtown 
St. Petersburg, February 27th - March 1st. 
The Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg will bring fans 
three full days of family fun and nonstop racing action 
with seven total races from five different racing series. 
Daily General Admission tickets are $30 for Friday, $55 
for Saturday and $70 for Sunday. Single Day Grandstand 
tickets are $135 for Silver and $110 for Bronze seating. 
Junior pricing is available for attendees ages 12 and under.
Multi-day tickets can still be purchased at gpstpete.com for 
those wanting to attend all three days of the action-packed 
weekend. A 3-Day General Admission ticket offers the best 
value at $80, and 3-Day Grandstand seats are priced 
at $185, $170 and $140 for Gold, Silver and Bronze, 
respectively. For additional ticket prices, the event schedule 
and festival information, visit GPStPete.com.                                                                                                                                                                           
CLEARWATER SEA-BLUES FESTIVAL The annual 
Clearwater Sea-Blues Festival returns to Coachman Park on 
Saturday, February 28th and Sunday, March 1st. Jam out 
to soul-stirring music from national recording artists, shop 
local market vendors and enjoy delectable seafood, craft 
beer and wine from local businesses at Coachman Park.
The Clearwater Sea-Blues Festival presented by Visit 
St. Pete-Clearwater is a free event. Tickets are not necessary 
for general admission. For those looking to elevate their 
experience, VIP tickets and reserved seating are both 
available. Visit Facebook.com/ClearwaterSeaBlues for 
more information and tickets.                                                                                                                                                                          
FLORIDA #2 IN GROWTH Florida ranked second 
among U.S. growth states in the 2025 U-Haul Growth In-
dex, which analyzes one-way customer moves during the 
year. Texas reclaimed the top spot for the seventh time in the 
past decade, climbing one position after finishing behind 
South Carolina in 2024. South Carolina, last year’s lead-
ing growth state, slipped four places in the latest rankings. 
Florida, North Carolina, and Tennessee followed Texas as top 
destinations for movers. Although the order shifted, the top 
five states remained the same as in both 2024 and 2023.
California ranked last for the sixth consecutive year, 
recording the nation’s highest level of out-migration. 
Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, and Illinois rounded 
out the bottom five states on the index.
The U-Haul Growth Index ranks states based on the net gain 
or loss of customers who rented one-way trucks, trailers, 
or U-Box® moving containers, picking up equipment in 
one state and dropping it off in another. The rankings are 
compiled from more than 2.5 million one-way transactions 
conducted annually across the U.S. and Canada.

SUGAR SAND FESTIVAL RETURNS The countdown is 
officially on! Just one month until tickets go on sale for the 
2026 Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival presented by Visit
St. Pete-Clearwater. More than 1,000 tons of Clearwater 
Beach sand will be transformed into a stunning sand 
sculpture museum featuring the theme, “United in Sand: 
Celebrating Sports & Spirit!” The Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival 
returns to Clearwater Beach March 27th - April 12th.
For more information, visit SugarSandFestival.com.                                                                                                                                                                              
SLOW DOWN Last December, the Florida Department of 
Transportation announced a speed limit reduction in two 
construction work zones on the Howard Frankland Bridge 
and its Pinellas County approach. The zones are Interstate 
275 from 38th Avenue North to 4th Street North (previously 
65 MPH) and the Howard Frankland Bridge between Pinellas 
and Hillsborough counties (previously 60 MPH).
The new speed limit will be 55 MPH in both work zones. 
The speed reduction will help ensure a consistent and clear 
speed for all drivers along the I-275 corridor throughout 
each project area. 
Once complete, the new bridge will consist of eight lanes: 
four general-use lanes and four express lanes, and a 
new shared-use pathway separated from the roadway for 
pedestrians and cyclists.	         	         
PICKLEBALL WITHOUT THE SUNBURN 
Pickleball Kingdom opened last month in Pinellas Park, 
offering players all the fun of pickleball in an indoor, 
climate-controlled environment. The 40,125 square foot 
facility features 14 professional-grade courts. Hours of 
operation are 7am-11pm Monday – Saturday and 7am-
10pm on Sunday.
There are several membership options offering perks like 
unlimited open play, free daily locker use, no court fees, 
and discounts on the ball machine. The facility is located 
at 7300 US Highway 19 N. for more information, visit 
PickleballKingdom.com.                                                                                                                                                                        
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN APRIL If you need another copy 
of this magazine, pick one up at all City Halls, Panera Bread, 
The UPS Store and Belleair Market. If you need more than a 
few, call (813) 361-7376. 
Read this issue and others at BeachNewsletters.com. 
Follow us on Facebook for local news.
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The Seminole Wars, Continued
Historically, Florida was home to many 
Indigenous peoples—including the Calusa, 
Apalachee, and Timucua. The modern 
Seminole and Miccosukee peoples mostly 
descend from Native Americans who migrated 
south during the 18th and 19th centuries to 
escape conflict with the U.S. government, 
American settlers, and rival tribes.
Most early Seminoles were Lower Creek 
Indians from Georgia and Alabama. Spain 
controlled Florida from 1513 to 1821, except 
for a brief time from 1763 to 1783 when 
Great Britain ruled the territory.
During the 1700s, Great Britain also 
controlled North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Georgia. Settlers in these colonies 
frequently clashed with Native Americans 
over land and hunting rights. Between 
1716 and 1767, many Lower Creeks 
migrated into Florida, reaching as far 
south as modern-day Tampa Bay, because, 
the Spanish welcomed Creek Indians 
and runaway slaves into their territory,” 
La Florida.” They offered land grants 
and traded heavily with them to support 
Spanish missions.
The Spanish referred to the diverse group 
as cimarrones, meaning “runaways,” “wild 
ones,” or “the untamed.” British settlers, 
mispronounced cimarrón, as” Seminoles.” 
The people though still themselves identified 
as Creeks, Miccosukees, and members of 
related tribes.
The French and Indian War was 1754–
1763. When it ended, Native Americans 
lost many land rights and Spain ceded La 
Florida to Great Britain.
During the Revolutionary War, Britain used 
Native Americans to fight colonists, causing 
lasting tensions between American settlers 
and Native tribes. At the end of the war 
Great Britain returned Florida to Spain. 
The Louisiana Purchase added vast lands 
to the United States. The U.S. assumed it 
included West Florida. France claimed the 
western Panhandle; Spain disagreed. 
Georgia volunteers began crossing into 
Spanish Florida to attack towns and 
Seminole villages, trying to seize land for the 
United States. Colonel Daniel Newman’s 
soldiers assisted, burning farms and villages 
before being driven out by the Seminoles.
Meanwhile, many Native Americans 
sided with the British in the land disputes.  
Andrew Jackson—living in Nashville—was 
ordered to fight the Muscogee tribes in the 
Creek War (1813–1814).In the Battle of 
Horseshoe Bend (1814), Jackson’s forces 
killed approximately 800 Creek Red Sticks. 
The name derived from the red-painted war 
clubs they cared.  Jackson then compelled 
the Creeks to sign the Treaty of Fort Jackson,

surrendering large portions of southern 
Georgia and Alabama causing thousands 
of Creeks to flee into West Florida.
Over 1,000 Native Americans lived in 
West Florida after the battle, including 700 
warriors. The British built Fort Prospect on 
the Apalachicola River, and at the end of 
the War of 1812, they left the fort—along 
with food, weapons, and ammunition—
to Creek refugees and free or formerly 
enslaved Black residents. Americans named 
it “Negro Fort.”
The treaty ending the War of 1812 included 
a clause restoring Creek land, but the 
United States ignored it. American officials 
also feared Negro Fort would inspire 
enslaved people to revolt or flee south.
In early 1816, Jackson ordered the fort to 
be seized. A confrontation followed. When a 
U.S. supply boat approached the fort, Black 
defenders fired warning shots. A U.S. cannon 
struck the fort’s ammunition magazine, the 
ensuing explosion killed more than 270 of 
the 335 occupants—mostly Black families. 
It was described as “the single deadliest 
cannon shot in American history.”
As tensions escalated between the Americans 
at Fort Scott (present-day Decatur County, 
Georgia) and the Mikasuki community of 
Fowltown. Chief Neamathla (“Fat Warrior”) 
asserted sovereignty over the area, citing 
the Treaty of Fort Jackson. In November 
1817, 250 soldiers were ordered to seize 
Fowltown. About 60 Mikasuki warriors 
drove them back. The U.S. returned with 
300 men, burned Fowltown, seizing crops 
and killing six or eight Native Americans 
and one American soldier. Historians often 
cite this attack as the true beginning of the 
First Seminole War (1817–1818).
A week later, Native warriors attacked a 
U.S. supply boat on the Apalachicola River. 
Most of the passengers—soldiers and 
families—were either killed or captured. 
Washington responded by ordering troops 
invade Florida to pursue hostile groups, 
but to avoid Spanish forts.
Meanwhile, Secretary of State John Quincy 
Adams was quietly negotiating to purchase 
Florida from Spain. The Secretary of War John 
C. Calhoun assigned the mission to Andrew 
Jackson, who accepted December 26, 1817.
A turning point came when General 
Andrew Jackson arrived in Florida in March 
1818. After that, the war moved rapidly. 
Jackson called for volunteers and militia 
forces, assembling more than 4,800 men: 
800 U.S. Army regulars, 1,000 volunteers 
from Tennessee, 1,000 volunteers from 
Georgia, and 1,500 allied Upper Creek 
warriors under General William McIntosh.

These forces gathered at Fort Scott. They 
faced roughly 1,000 Seminole warriors 
and 300 Black allies who were formerly 
enslaved people that sought refuge among 
the Seminole.
On March 15, Jackson’s army began a 
sweeping march through northwest Florida. 
Following the Apalachicola River, they 
moved toward the site of the destroyed 
Negro Fort. Jackson ordered a small 
contingent to rebuild it as Fort Gadsden. 
From there, he advanced toward the Lake 
Miccosukee region (northeast of present-
day Tallahassee) and attacked several 
Mikasuki villages.
On March 31, Jackson assaulted the 
Seminole town of Anhaica, located where 
Tallahassee stands today. The next day, he 
captured the nearby town of Miccosuki.
By early April, Jackson turned south toward 
St. Marks (San Marcos), directly below the 
Anhaica area. There he found a small 
Spanish fort. Jackson explained he was 
a friend of Spain but insisted the fort was 
harboring Seminoles and escaped slaves. 
Jackson took the fort the next day without 
resistance. Leaving a garrison there, he 
continued to march east attacking Seminole 
towns along the Suwannee River, including 
Old Town, which still exists today.
On April 12, Jackson declared victory. He 
wrote to Washington stating that peace had 
been achieved and his mission completed. 
While traveling between Fort St. Marks and 
Fort Gadsden, Jackson heard rumors that 
the Spanish in Pensacola were supplying 
Seminole fighters with weapons from Cuba. 
Although he had declared victory a month 
before, in early May, he left Fort Gadsden 
with 1,000 men heading west. He reached 
Spanish-held Pensacola on May 23, where 
only 175 Spanish soldiers remained. On 
May 28, the Governor of West Florida 
surrendered without a fight.
Before departing, Jackson placed Colonel 
William King in charge as Military Governor 
of West Florida—even though the United 
States did not yet officially own the territory.
Jackson then returned to Nashville and informed 
President Monroe that he was retiring from 
public service. Of course, Andrew Jackson later 
became President of the United States, serving 
from 1829 to 1837.
And so, the First Seminole War ended as 
abruptly as it began, just scarcely two and 
a half months. Yet in reality, the conflict 
marked only the beginning of a far larger 
struggle. In Washington, officials continued 
to speak of what they called “the Indian 
problem” in Florida—a problem they 
worried had not yet been solved. 
To be continued in the next issue.
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HOW DO YOU CARE FOR 
PETS AFTER DEATH?

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
It is reported that Diane Keaton left $5 million 
for the care of her pets and that got us thinking 
about planning for the care of pets after death 
by ensuring they are looked after and loved. 
Here is what to consider step-by-step.
Select a trusted person who genuinely loves 
animals and can care for your pets. Have a 
backup in case your first choice cannot or will 
not serve. Talk to them in advance — never 
assume they will take the responsibility. Consider factors such 
as age, health, lifestyle, space, and willingness to keep your 
pets together.
Caring for a pet can be expensive. Leave a specific cash gift to 
the caregiver in your will, with a note explaining it is for your pets. 
Be aware that a will only takes effect after probate, so immediate 
care could be delayed. 
Use a separate Pet Trust for more control and immediate 
effect upon your death or incapacity. Include clear terms, such 
as identification of your pets (photos, microchip numbers, or 
descriptions), amount of money allocated, authorized expenses, 
and successor caregivers or trustees. Be sure to name a future 
beneficiary should your pet die before the funds are exhausted.
Include a written document describing feeding schedules and 
dietary needs, medical conditions, medications, preferred 
veterinarians, personality traits, habits, routines, and emergency 
contacts (vet, animal sitter, etc.). Be sure to keep copies with your 
estate documents and your caregiver and make sure they are 
accessible somewhere at home.
Sometimes pets need immediate help before your long-term plan 
is activated. Carry a wallet card stating you have pets at home 
and listing emergency contacts. Talk to friends, neighbors, or 
family who can step in right away. Consider leaving a key and 
care instructions with someone you trust.
If no suitable caregiver is available look into sanctuary programs 
or pet retirement homes (some shelters, rescues, or universities 
offer lifetime care for a fee or donation). Some animal welfare 
organizations have legacy programs that promise care and 
rehoming if you name them in your will.
Review your pet plan whenever your pets or circumstances 
change. Replace deceased or new pets in your documents. 
Confirm that your caregiver and trustee remain willing and able.
Take advantage of our complimentary one-hour consultation to 
talk about your estate plan and other financial and investment 
management needs.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Founder and Executive Chair 
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, Info@Provise.com 

The information herein is general and educational in nature and 
should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations 
are complex and are subject to change.
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise 
Management Group, LLC.

Sun - Thurs: 4pm to 9pm • Fri - Sat: 4pm to 10pm 
seaweedgrill.com • 727.584.1700 
2819 west bay drive, belleair bluffs 

happy hour 
all day everyday 

live music wed-sun 6-9pm 

2/4/1
bar bites

$6 house 
wines

$7 hand-crafted  
martinis &  
cocktails

$6 all day everyday

$3 bud 
light

$8
 classic margaritas 

             well cocktails & sangrias

$2 york oysters!

online ordering  
& curbside pickup available
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Bar & Restaurant NewsBar & Restaurant News
DOUBLE NICKELS 
FOR PAJANO’S 
This month, Pajano’s 
Pizza & Subs, located 
1305 Gulf Blvd, 
celebrates its 55th 
anniversary, making 
it the oldest operating 
restaurant in Indian 
Rocks Beach. It opened 
in February 1971. 
When Nick Faraone 
bought the business for 
$5,000, it was located 
inside the Red Lion
Pub building (now Hurricane Eddie’s), before there was a Red 
Lion. He operated out of that 15th Avenue location for three 
years before moving to today’s location. He picked the new 
spot to be closer to the Indian Rocks Pier, at 12th Avenue. As 
luck would have it, the Pier collapsed the next year during 
Hurricane Elena.
Nick has since passed away and today his son Mike and 
his wife Amanda own and operate the restaurant. Pajano’s 
still serves the area’s favorite pizza, steak and cheese subs, 
and more. They also have a sister store, Pajano’s Pizza and 
Taphouse NRB, at 17307 Gulf Blvd on North Redington 
Beach. For more information, visit PajanosPizzaAndSubs.com 
or follow them on Facebook.                                                                                                                                                                                        
BYE BYE BREWERY  Clearwater craft brewery Big Storm 
Brewing sold in December following an unsuccessful attempt 
to file Chapter 11 bankruptcy, according to the Tampa Bay 
Business Journal. Bidding started at $7.5 million for the 
company’s liquor licenses, fixtures, and real estate, including 
the property at 12707 49th Street North.
The bankruptcy attempt and sale followed the June arrest of 
owner Leo Govoni for allegedly embezzling more than $100v 
million from a local nonprofit.                                                                                                                                                                                      
REOPENED The Friendly 
Tavern has reopened 
after suffering damage 
during Hurricane Helene. 
In 1947, the tavern 
opened its doors as 
“The Alibi Eats” in the 
“Redington Strip” of the 
Pinellas County beaches. 
As the landscape of the 
gulf beaches began to 
evolve, the small fishing 
town of Redington Shores 
was established in 1955 and is still their home today. The 
restaurant is located at 18121 Gulf Boulevard.
The early 1980‘s brought new owners, a new concept, and 
with them a new name, Friendly Tavern. For over 40 years, 
they have been loved by locals and visitors alike, and are 
known for great food, good times, amazing sunset views and 
their world-famous tiki bar. Visit FriendlyTavernFlorida.com to 
view the menu.                                                                                                                                                                                      
RESTAURANT NEWS WANTED If your restaurant has news 
or an upcoming event we can include in this News Magazine, 
please e-mail Lora@MagriffProductions.com or call 
(813) 361-7376.

BELLA VINO TURNS 20 Seeing a void in the 
Belleair area for premium wine and cheese, 
Cheryl and Brian Franzese opened Bella Vino 
Wine and Cheese Market in 2005. Cheryl’s 
entrepreneurial and marketing background 
helped jumpstart the new business and 
Brian’s twenty years in the wholesale wine 
industry brought a wealth of knowledge and 
experience. Twenty years later, many wine 
shops have opened and closed in the area 
but Bella Vino emerged as the place where Belleair, Belleair 
Bluffs, and the local beach community go to purchase wine 
and cheese. 
Bella Vino has evolved into a cozy wine bar, known for 
properly served premium wines by the glass, as well as 
artisan cheese and charcuterie plates, delicious sandwiches, 
homemade meatballs, flatbreads, and gluten free pizza. 
Bella Vino is located at 100 Indian Rocks Road in The Plaza. 
For more information, visit BellaVinoWineMarket.com or call 
(727) 584-5552. Follow them on Facebook for upcoming 
events and specials.                                                                                                                                                                            
TWO RESTAURANTS CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS 
Beach Waves Grill, at 2300 Gulf Blvd, took the place of 
Thai Pan Alley five years ago and is thriving. They are a fun, 
casual beach restaurant steps away from the white sands of 
Indian Rocks Beach. They specialize in fresh seafood, and 
their fare is made in-house daily. To view their menu, visit 
BeachWavesGrill.com. For more information on specials, 
follow them on Facebook or call (727) 593-3663.
VIP Mexican American Cuisine, at 213 Gulf Blvd, is also 
celebrating five years in business. The original VIP, located 
in Treasure Island, has been in existence since the 1970s. 
They offer authentic Mexican dishes, Tex-Mex style dishes, 
traditional American favorites, and items that are a blend 
of influences. They are open seven days a week until 10pm 
(opening hours vary). Saturday breakfast had been put on 
hold but will be back to kick off Valentine’s weekend. For 
more information, visit VIPLounge-Fla.com or call 
(727) 270-7215.                                                                                                                                                                            
THE END OF AN ERA AT PALM PAVILION For over 
60 years the Hamilton family has owned the Palm Pavilion, 
located at 10 Bay Esplanade on North Clearwater Beach. It 
was co-owned by the four brothers: Ken, Dale, Hoyt, and 
Wade. Now, at or near retirement age, they have decided it is 
time to step back from the hustle and bustle of the restaurant 
world and spend more time with family and friends.
Over the years, the Hamilton family has been approached 
by many companies looking to purchase the land and 
business but never got a viable offer.
During the four and a half months they were closed for 
repairs after the 2024 hurricanes, they had a chance to 
reflect and decided it was time to sell. The family intends to 
take an active role in the Palm Pavilion’s 100-year celebra-
tion on May 31st.
The family would like to thank their many management 
teams, staff, friends, long-time patrons, and fans. They 
would like to leave everyone with one last toast - “There is 
no place like this place, anywhere near this place, so this 
must be the place.”
Beachside Hospitality Group, the managers of Crabby’s 
Dockside, The Salty Crab, Salty’s Islan Bar and Grille, and 
others have taken over the Pavilion and intend to “keep the 
party going on Clearwater Beach.” 
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MEET BO: A TRUE SURVIVOR AND LOVING COMPANION
By Yamile Haibi, Blue Merle Pet Photography
This month’s Pet of the Issue is Bo, a spirited Italian Greyhound with a story that will warm your heart. Bo 
is adored by Darla and her husband, Gary, who have shared their lives with Italian Greyhounds for over 
35 years. Most recently, they said goodbye to their beloved senior companion, Gigi, who passed away at 
17½. Now, Bo is their cherished boy, and they hope to welcome another Italian Greyhound to be his playful 
companion, just like Gigi once was.
Bo joined their family through a Craigslist ad. Though it quickly became clear the seller was not 
reputable, it was love at first sight. She handed Bo over without letting him walk, claiming the ground 
was “too cold and wet.” His striking face - half white, half gray - and the fact that he was the only puppy 
left made them suspicious. 
Once home, Bo’s walk seemed unusual, but it was initially dismissed as a puppy quirk. Months later, his 
condition worsened. Veterinary evaluations revealed severe hip dysplasia, and two vets recommended salvage 
surgery on both back legs. Uncomfortable with that option, Darla and Gary found a South Florida specialist 
who performs titanium hip replacements on small dogs and cats. Surgery was planned once Bo finished growing, and he was placed 
on medication to manage mild pain.

Then, disaster struck. Bo became critically ill with a high fever and severe pain. While Darla was out of town, 
Gary rushed him to the emergency vet, but Bo was sent home. Recognizing the danger, Darla insisted he 
be taken to a neurologist in Tampa, where a spinal tap revealed meningitis-arteritis. Immediate treatment 
saved his life.
During the year-long recovery, a miracle occurred - Bo’s hip dysplasia improved so dramatically that he no 
longer needed surgery. Though he now has limited eyesight due to nerve damage, his spirit is unstoppable. 
He races through the backyard like a true greyhound, enjoys long walks, loves snuggling on the couch, and 
happily chases squirrels whenever he gets the chance. He also loves traveling to Birmingham to visit Darla’s 
mom and her three dogs, where a large backyard means even more fun and games.
Darla and Gary feel incredibly blessed. Bo’s resilience, joy, and loving nature bring happiness to their home 
every single day.
Photos by Blue Merle Photography, specializing in custom portraits of pets and their people that capture your 
furry companion’s personality, charm, and quirks. For more information, call (305) 801-6232, visit www.
BlueMerlePhoto.com, or email: info@bluemerlephoto.com. Want your furry friend to be featured as our next 
Pet of the Issue? Enter here: contest.bluemerlephoto.com.
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Business BriefsBusiness Briefs
SELF-SERVE DOG WASH 
Dirty Dog Self-Serve Dog 
Wash, located at 14100 
Walsingham Road in the 
Sabala Plaza, was started 
by Alisa and Shane DiMora 
and their two bull dogs, 
Pearl  and Pork Chop. The 
family are residents of 
Indian Rocks Beach.
“We are definitely Dog 
People!” Alisa states. “Our 
fur babies are a huge part 
of what makes us a family, 
and we cannot imagine life 
without them. They have 
always been passionate 
about their pets and keeping 
them happy, healthy and 
clean. However, when it 
came to washing our dogs 
at home, it was challenging 
and messy. We spent 
hundreds of dollars monthly 
on groomers. That’s when 
our idea for a “do it yourself 
dog wash” was born.
Dirty Dog is a place where pet washing can be easy, 
convenient, affordable, and fun for both the owners and 
pets - without the messy bathroom and clogged drains. 
The self-serve dog washes are American-manufactured 
and top-of-the-line machines that incorporate naturally 
derived shampoos and conditioner. They are cruelty-free, 
paraben-free and dye-free.
Dirty Dog is open from 7am-9pm every day. For more in-
formation, visit their website DirtyDogSelfServeDogWash.
com or follow them on Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok.                                                                                                                                                                            
PETS AND PORTRAITS Blue Merle Photography, the 
company that brings you “The Pet of the Issue” in this 
magazine, is excited to introduce something new to their 
collections - a modern digital option that owner and 
photographer Yamile Haibi has been developing for 
months. Clients will receive a beautifully designed digital 
photo frame, preloaded with all the images from their 
session. The frame automatically adjusts between portrait 
and landscape, offers generous storage, and makes it easy 
to upload additional photos, create albums, and share 
images with family and friends through a simple phone 
app or desktop access.
For those who love the timeless feel of printed artwork, rest 
assured - wall art, canvasses, albums, and framed prints 
will continue to be available as optional add-ons. This 
new offering simply adds a flexible, contemporary way for 
clients to enjoy their favorite memories every day at home. 
For more information visit BlueMerlePhoto.com.                                                                                                                                                                          
BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If your company has news or 
an upcoming event we can include in this News Magazine, 
please e-mail Lora@MagriffProductions.com or call 
(813) 361-7376.

PAIN-FREE DENTAL CARE 
Pinellas County native and University of 
Florida graduate Dr. Christopher Wujick 
and Boulevard Dental have been taking 
care of patients’ teeth for more than 20 
years. He focuses on taking the time to 
teach patients about their oral health in a 
relaxed environment, so patients feel less 
stressed about being at the dentist. 
Dr. Wujick offers crowns that can be 
started and finished the same day. In conjunction with 
their Seminole office a few miles away, they provide CBCT 
scanning for 3D imaging and placing implants and a laser 
that performs fillings without the need for needles. The 
laser also helps reduce snoring in a very non-invasive and 
painless 30-minute procedure. 
Boulevard Dental is open Monday-Thursday in Belleair 
at 1016 Ponce de Leon Blvd. Suite 4 and is available on 
Fridays for emergencies in Seminole at 8475 Seminole 
Blvd. For more information or to book an appointment, visit 
Boulevard-Dental.com or call (727) 315-1515.                                                                                                                                                                          
MOBILE SURFACE RESTORATION Mobile Surface 
Restoration: After 20+ years in business in Nevada, 
Blackbeard Enterprises relocated to Pinellas County two years 
ago. The company offers quality mobile surface restoration 
by utilizing specialized, portable media blasting equipment 
to clean or strip a multitude of surfaces like concrete, metal, 
wood, and stone with eco-friendly methods. Blackbeard also 
offers pressure washing, wood restoration (doors, cabinets), 
minor repairs, and various homeowner association needs. 
They bring services directly to your location for projects too 
large to move, such as pool decks, vehicles, boats, or heavy 
equipment. Blackbeard can remove paint, rust, graffiti, and 
grime, preparing surfaces for refinishing while minimizing 
dust and disruption. For more information, call (727) 272-
9115 or email BlackbeardMB@yahoo.com.                                                                                                                                                                          
CHIPS FOR CHARITY Stefanec’s Barber Shop, located 
at 772 Indian Rocks Road, is hosting a poker tournament 
at the Belleair Beach Community Center on Wednesday, 
February 25th for the “Raising Relief Foundation.” The 
foundation is continually working on various projects to 
address the critical needs of the community. Their current 
initiatives focus on community development, emergency 
relief, education, and health and well-being.
For more information on Raising Relief visit their website 
at RaisingReliefFoundation.org. The doors open for the 
tournament at 6pm and the cards fly from 7-10pm. For 
more information on the event, call Stefanec’s owner Irena 
Nolasco at (727) 262-2080.                                                                                                                                                                             
JOIN THE WINE CLUB Belleair Market, at 510 Indian Rocks 
Road, has started a “Wine Club” for patrons to join. Members 
pay $75 a month and receive a free bottle of wine (up to $50) 
every month and 10% off wine and drinks at Belleair Hideaway, 
10% off all wine at Belleair Market - Your Corner Store, 10% 
off and first notice for reservations for all Wine Dinners, 10% 
off wine, Bloody Mary’s, and Mimosas at Belleair Cafe. They 
will also be starting “Monthly WINE 101 Nights” at Belleair 
Hideaway for Wine Club Members only. 
Call (727) 584-3697 or visit BelleairMarket.com for more 
information. New members will receive a welcome gift. Sign up 
now, memberships are limited.
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DRIVERLESS TAXIS HAVE ARRIVED
By Pete Magnani, Publisher
Waymo LLC’s self-driving taxis have arrived in the Tampa 
Bay area. The Google subsidiary has begun training 
routes with human “specialists” operating vehicles on city 
streets to learn local traffic patterns, pedestrian behavior, 
and other environmental conditions. Waymo plans to 
expand service to Orlando and other Central Florida 
municipalities later this year.
The company launched driverless taxi service in Arizona 
in 2022 and now operates full commercial service 
in select areas of Arizona, California, Georgia, and 
Texas, with testing underway in eleven additional states. 
Waymo is part of a rapidly growing field of autonomous 
transportation companies, including Amazon’s Zoox and 
Tesla’s Robotaxi.
Self-driving cars, or autonomous vehicles (AVs), are 
capable of operating with reduced or no human 
input. They manage all core driving tasks: sensing the 
environment, controlling the vehicle, monitoring internal 
systems, and navigation. The concept traces back to the 
16th century, when Leonardo da Vinci designed a 
self-propelled cart powered by unwinding springs.
Modern AV development began in the 1950s, when General Motors equipped test vehicles with radar. Advanced driver-
assistance systems (ADAS) entered production cars in the 1970s with the introduction of anti-lock brakes—a precursor to 
today’s collision-avoidance technologies such as blind-spot monitoring, electronic stability control, lane-departure warnings, 
and adaptive cruise and traction control.
The first semi-autonomous car was developed in 1977 by the Tsukuba Mechanical Engineering Laboratory in Japan. It 
navigated specially marked roads using two cameras feeding an onboard computer. U.S. AV research accelerated in 
1984 when the Department of Defense funded Carnegie Mellon University’s Navlab, fueling breakthroughs in speed 
management, collision avoidance, and night and off-road driving.
Google began AV development in 2009, outfitting 100 Toyota Priuses with digital mapping technology that incorporated 
Google Street View imagery. Waymo later spun off as a standalone company and began testing vehicles without safety 
drivers in 2017. In 2020, the company launched road tests in a geofenced area of Phoenix, with remote engineers able to 
intervene if necessary.
Waymo vehicles use an integrated hardware suite that includes sensors, cameras, radar, and lidar. These systems provide 
360-degree visibility, with lidar detecting objects as far as 980 feet away. Short-range lidar monitors the area near the 
vehicle, while radar helps detect objects obscured by other cars and tracks movement. Waymo currently relies on modified 
Jaguar I-Pace vehicles and plans to introduce Hyundai Ioniq 5 and Zeekr RT models. AV-specific hardware adds about 
$100,000 to the cost of each vehicle.
Riders start trips using a button and have optional “help,” “lock,” and “pull over” controls. A passenger may sit in the front 
right seat, and an onboard display shows real-time sensor data, including nearby pedestrians. The steering wheel moves as 
the car drives autonomously. As of April 2025, Waymo reports more than 100 million fully autonomous miles driven and 
over 450,000 paid rides per week.
Despite rapid growth, AVs face ongoing scrutiny. NHTSA crash data shows 1,160 incidents involving Waymo vehicles 
between 2021 and August 2025. These incidents involved, but were not necessarily caused by, AVs. The dataset includes 
one fatality and 78 injuries—four serious, eight moderate, and 66 minor.
Last year, Waymo issued a voluntary software recall after Texas officials documented ten cases in which its vehicles illegally 
passed stopped school buses, some with lights flashing and stop arms extended. The Austin Independent School District 
asked the company to halt operations near schools during pickup and drop-off times. Waymo deployed updated software, 
but violations continued through December.
Two pet fatalities in San Francisco—in October and December—also raised concerns about the vehicles’ ability to reliably 
detect smaller animals. According to NHTSA, Waymo AVs have been involved in at least 14 animal collisions since 2021.
Driver-assistance technologies requiring human oversight have also faced criticism. Tesla’s Autopilot and Full Self-Driving 
(FSD) systems, which still require attentive drivers, have been tied to 65 fatalities between 2013 and October 2025, according 
to NHTSA data.
AV advocates argue that overall safety benefits outweigh isolated incidents. Waymo cites data indicating its vehicles are 
associated with 91% fewer serious-injury crashes than human-driven cars, as well as 92% fewer pedestrian injuries, 89% 
fewer motorcycle injury crashes, and 78% fewer cyclist injuries.
Tampa’s Mayor Jane Castor supports the expansion, stating, “Welcoming Waymo’s self-driving taxis to our streets marks 
another step toward a safer, smarter, and more connected city. Innovation can improve people’s daily lives, and this 
technology has the potential to do just that—expanding transportation options while reducing crashes and congestion.”
No date has been announced for the start of driverless commercial taxi service in Tampa Bay.

Source: Waymo
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THE SUGAR SAND FESTIVAL - “UNITED IN SAND”
The Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival returns to bright and beautiful 
Clearwater Beach March 27th - April 12th. This year, the 
festival celebrates sports and spirit during its biggest and 
best year yet with the theme, “United in Sand: Celebrating 
Sports and Spirit!” This year’s theme celebrates teamwork, a 
strong sense of American pride, and the defining stories that 
shape our nation.
This year, the Sugar Sand Walk Exhibit expands to an 
impressive 24,000 square feet, featuring an exciting, 
augmented reality experience that serves as a tribute to 
the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence and as an ode to this historic celebration.
From architectural masterpieces created from Clearwater’s 
famous sugar sand to concerts, performers and daily 
entertainment, the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival Presented by 
Visit St. Pete Clearwater is an annual event attracting visitors 
from around the world. This year’s festival will stretch for 17 
days, which allows people more time to attend and gives 
those visiting for the Easter holiday a chance to see this 
incredible and affordable festival.
General admission to the sculpture exhibit will be $14 
per person plus tax, and free for children 3 years old and 
younger. Discounted tickets for military personnel, police 
officers, firefighters, teachers and healthcare workers can 
be purchased for $10 each on “Frontline Fridays,” which are 
March 27, April 3, and April 10, 2026. These discounted 
tickets will be available at the gate only with proper 
identification. All other tickets can be purchased online at 
SugarSandFestival.com beginning in December 2025.

Visitors may also enjoy “Timeless Tuesdays” where individuals 
aged 60 and older can enjoy a discounted ticket price of 
$12 each plus tax on Tuesdays: March 31st and April 7th.
The Sugar Sand Festival is proud to partner with Tampa Bay 
Sandsculpting Co., which will once again build this year’s 
exhibit and offer free sand-sculpting classes during the festival.
Each year, the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival continues to grow 
in popularity and garner national attention. The 2025 event 
drew more than 130,000 visitors throughout its 17-day run. 
The festival continues to attract visitors from around the world.
About the Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival
Eighteen world-class artists craft elaborate sand sculptures 
from Clearwater’s internationally famous sugar sand. The 
works of art are on display in a 24,000-square-foot structure. 
More than 1,000 tons of Clearwater sand takes on a new 
life, bringing visitors on a unique and special adventure. 
The festival is a joint effort between Sunsets at Pier 60 Daily 
Festival, a 501(c)3 organization and the city of Clearwater.

NEW FLORIDA LAWS FOR 2026
Several new laws took effect on January 1st, addressing 
issues from animal cruelty to medical refunds. Below is a 
summary of the new regulations.
1. SB 1808 - Faster medical refunds
•	 This law establishes a maximum limit of 30 days for medical 

professionals to refund any excess payment to patients.
•	 Those who do not comply with the law can face a fine of 

up to $500 per incident. This law looks to protect patients’ 
money and streamline transparency in payments.

2. HB 255 - “Dexter’s Law,” 
•	 A public database has been 

created with the names of 
all residents charged with 
animal cruelty.

•	 This law was brought 
forth after the tragic 
case of Dexter, a 
refugee dog that was 
decapitated after being 
adopted a day earlier. 
The objective is to 
avoid the adoption or 
purchase of an animal 
by a person with a 
history of animal cruelty.

3. SB 158 - No more copayment for breast examinations
•	 Copayments for diagnostic and supplemental 

breast examinations have been eliminated for state 
government employees.

•	 This law looks to facilitate the access to crucial 
examinations for the early detection and follow-up for 
state government employees.

4. HB 655 - Pet insurance regulation
•	 HB 655 changes the way consumers demand 

transparency from insurance companies. It modifies 
the legal framework to protect consumers by requiring 
greater transparency from insurers, allowing a 30-
day review period for policy refunds, and prohibiting 
certain practices, such as requiring wellness programs 
to obtain insurance.

•	 This law requires insurers to provide customers with 
clear information about claims payment formulas, 
required medical examinations, and policy exclusions, 
such as those for pre-existing conditions.

•	 Insurance agents must receive specific training on pet 
insurance, including details on pre-existing conditions 
and waiting periods.

5. SB 944 - Reducing overpayment claims for psychologists
•	 This law will reduce the time that insurance companies present 

overpayment claims for psychologists from 30 months to 12 
months. The objective is to streamline the process of claims 
and payments to mental health professionals. 

Florida’s pending legislation for 2026 covers key areas 
like healthcare (breast cancer screening coverage, patient 
refunds for overpayments), housing (affordable housing 
programs, rent control provisions), animal welfare (abuse 
database, pet insurance rules), and transportation (electric 
vehicle cleanup, booster seat age). Lawmakers are also 
considering significant issues like marijuana legalization 
(via amendment), social media restrictions for minors, and 
property tax/utility profit caps, with many bills filed for the 
2026 session.
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RIGHT-SIZING IN BELLEAIR: 
FINANCIAL FREEDOM AND 
PEACE OF MIND FOR 2026

By Alison Ross Tompkins, Broker 
Associate for Coldwell Banker
Belleair’s elegance, beautifully 
maintained homes, and strong 
sense of community make it 
one of Pinellas County’s most 
desirable places to live. But for 
many 55+ homeowners, the 
question isn’t whether Belleair 
is wonderful, it’s whether your 
current home still fits your 
lifestyle. If maintaining a large 
property feels overwhelming, 
lonely or costly, 2026 may 
be the perfect year to right-
size and embrace a future 
of comfort, security, and 
financial confidence.
The Financial Advantages of Rightsizing
Selling a high-value Belleair home can unlock significant 
equity—funds that can support retirement, travel, or healthcare 
needs. Downsizing also reduces ongoing expenses:
•	 Lower property taxes when moving to a smaller or lower-

value home
•	 Reduced insurance premiums, especially for condos or 

newer builds
•	 Lower utility bills thanks to energy-efficient spaces
•	 Elimination of costly maintenance, like landscaping and 

pool care
•	 Tax portability through Florida’s Save Our Homes benefit

These savings add up quickly, giving you more flexibility and 
peace of mind for the years ahead.
Another option - Consider a Retirement Community or CCRC
Many homeowners worry about moving twice—first to a 
smaller home, then later to an Independent Living or Assisted 
Living community. A Continuing Care Retirement Community 
(CCRC) or luxury retirement community solves that concern 
by offering:
•	 Predictable monthly costs that include housing, dining, 

and healthcare
•	 Social connection through activities, fitness programs, 

and dining options
•	 Future security, with access to higher levels of care 

without leaving the community
•	 Lock-and-leave convenience for travel and seasonal living
•	 Peace of Mind by not having to worry about maintenance, 

food shopping etc.
Belleair and its surrounding areas offer exceptional options 
that combine elegance with peace of mind—so you can enjoy 
life without the stress of another move. Let’s grab a coffee at 
the Belleair Coffee Company and chat about your goals 
for 2026. Together, we’ll create a plan that supports your 
financial goals and ensures your next chapter is everything 
you’ve imagined.
Alison Ross Tompkins, Broker Associate for Coldwell Banker, has been in sales 
and Real Estate for 30 years. Reach her on her cell at (727) 729-9942 or at 
the Belleair/Dunedin offices at (727) 581–9411.
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YES, MEDICAID CAN PAY FOR HOME CARE 
AND NOT JUST IN THE NURSING HOME

By Theodore Schofner, Esq.
When many people think about “going on Medicaid” they automatically think about the Nursing Home. With the average 
monthly cost of the nursing home being between $11,000 and $15,000, people immediately want to learn more about asset 
protection strategies to protect family assets and to qualify for the program (Institutional Care Program). But there is another 
part of Medicaid that may be the most cherished thing that people want and that is to stay in their homes. Medicaid does pay 
for some home care through a program called the Home and Community Based Services program (HCBS), also known as 
the Medicaid Waiver Program. This program helps accomplish what most people really want: “aging in place” and staying in 
their homes.
Unlike Nursing Home Medicaid, this program has a more uncertain and less straightforward approval process which operates 
through a waitlist system. Once you contact your local Area Agency on Agency, are assessed and get off the waiting list, you’ll 
be assessed again by a case manager from one of the managed care plans, which are contracted with the State, who typically 
visit you at home. The job of this assessment is to determine how much support your loved one needs and how much the plan 
will provide (hours of care provided).
Here is the problem. The number of hours that you think you need may not meet up with the expectations of the managed care 
plan. Unlike some states like New York (which typically grants generous hours of home care), plans under HCBS in Florida may 
not offer your loved ones the hours that you think are necessary for satisfactory care at home. For example, you may believe 
that you need forty hours of care at home and the State HCBS plan offers only eighteen hours. Then you have a decision to 
make. Accept the eighteen hours as significant help or reconsider your decision to stay out of the nursing home where the 
full cost of care will be met minus your gross income contribution and the small personal needs allowance (which you will be 
allowed to keep). The number of hours granted can be appealed but appeals can be a lengthy and drawn-out battle that may 
never produce the number of home care hours granted that satisfy you. 
The Waitlist. Getting on and off the mandatory waitlist can also be a significant challenge. Hiring a competent Elder Law 
Attorney to help manage the process can help. Getting off the waitlist means that your application can then be filed with the 
Department of Children and Families and the opportunity to begin receiving benefits gets underway. The sooner you begin 
the process, address the waitlist, the more realistic chance that you have to receive HCBS benefits for you or your loved one. 

You can reach Theodore Schofner, Esq.at the Schofner Law Firm, 2117 Indian Rocks Road S. in Largo, (727) 588-0290.
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Community News

BEACH ART CENTER
Submitted by Hope Fitch-Mickiewicz
Whether you’re a longtime local or a seasonal visitor, the 
Beach Art Center is your creative home in Indian Rocks 
Beach. Our mission is simple: bring people together through 
art, community, and hands-on experiences for all ages.
Art Classes & Events
Whether you’re a local or just visiting, drop into one of our 
popular Art on the Rocks workshops - fun, one-day “make it 
and take it home” creative experiences perfect for families, 
friends, and visitors looking to try something new at the 
beach. We also host weekly instructor-led classes in painting, 
mixed media, and more.
Gallery Exhibits & Art Sales
The Beach Art Center hosts regular gallery exhibits featuring 
the work of talented local and regional artists. Our Gallery 
Shows & Art Sales are open to the public, offering an 
opportunity to explore original artwork, meet the artists, and 
support our nonprofit community art center.
Room Rentals
Planning a meeting, workshop, party, or gathering? Our 
beautiful gallery space is available to rent. With flexible 
setups and a welcoming coastal atmosphere, it’s the perfect 
backdrop for creative and community events.
Boutique Gift Shop – The Only One of Its Kind in Town
Shop local and discover Indian Rocks Beach’s only boutique 
filled with handmade items from local artists. Find jewelry, 
original paintings, pottery, scarves, children’s books, cards, 
teas & coffee, and unique Beach Art Center - branded items 
that are one-of-a-kind gifts you won’t find anywhere else.
Stop by, get inspired, and experience creativity at the beach.
Beach Art Center – Where community and creativity meet. 
Visit us at BeachArtCenter.org. The Center is located at 1515 
Bay Palm Blvd.
MILITARY ORDER OF WORLD WARS
The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of World 
Wars meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Dunedin 
Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin. Social hour is at 
11:30am followed by lunch and a short program. Active 
duty, retired or former Military Officers and their spouses 
are invited to attend.  The MOWW Clearwater Chapter 
invites those interested to RSVP for lunch by emailing Col. 
Brian K. Smith at SmithBK@comcast.net.

SINGLE PARENT WORKFORCE
INITIATIVE: HEALTHCARE SECTOR

By Jake Hornstein & Greg Hill, Our 
Children Have Rights.Org (OCHR)
Pinellas is facing a critical 
healthcare workforce shortage. 
Nurses and doctors get the most 
attention, yet significant gaps exist 
in allied health - medical assistants, 
dental assistants, and behavioral 
health technicians. According to the 
BayCare Community Health Needs 
Assessment, Pinellas is a Provider 
Shortage Area (PSA) for primary 
care, dental & mental health. 
We need a strategy to recruit, 
train and deliver the care Pinellas 
deserves. The strategy: single 
parents eager to pursue careers. But single parents face unique 
obstacles, such as childcare and unpredictable schedules. This is 
not conducive to workforce programs that require commitment. 
The solution: make informal arrangements formal by eliminating 
logistical obstacles for single parents to pursue careers. This is 
achievable with a parenting plan. A parenting plan outlines co-
parent responsibilities and a set schedule, providing structure 
for everyday life. Signed by a judge, it’s a court order, creating 
accountability for both parents. When developed with strategy, it 
produces a framework designed for a highly motivated parent to 
excel. A strong plan creates:
Clarity & Stability  
•	 Clear responsibilities for each parent 
•	 Predictable schedules for work & family
•	 Confidence to commit to career opportunities

Support for Career Growth  
•	 A reliable routine empowers single parents to pursue goals
•	 Enroll in workforce training programs
•	 Pursue education without last-minute childcare worries 

Reduces Conflict & Stress  
•	 A judge has already predetermined issues that otherwise 

cause disputes 
•	 Minimizes misunderstandings with the co-parent
•	 Scheduling conflict caused by parenting duties are eliminated

Realistic & Flexible  
•	 A strong plan is practical and adaptable as careers advance 

and kids grow.
OCHR & Evara Health Institute have launched the Single Parent 
Workforce Initiative. By helping single parents develop parenting 
plans, we accelerate participation in healthcare training. Joint 
activities between February and November  2025 demonstrated 
that OCHR co-parent education combined with EHI healthcare 
career-pathing is a powerful force that drives enrollments. 
Activities include educational workshops with community partners, 
Pinellas County Schools, Housing Authorities and more. Our co-
parenting education is complemented by guest speakers who provide 
resources and services from the early learning community, childcare 
providers and others. The program is not funded, yet activities are 
on-going, fully deployed, producing results and offered at no cost. 
A typical backwards-OCHR-strategy. 
OCHR is a Pinellas 501c3 nonprofit that helps parents achieve 
successful co-parenting strategies, at no cost to the family. Contact 
info@ourchildrenhaverights.com or learn more at OCHR.org. 



BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPage 26 Page 27

PATTERNS IN GARDEN DESIGN
By Randy Lee, Landscape Designer 
A pattern is the rhythm and variation of shape and line or 
color that is usually equally spaced –these ideas usually help 
create mood, proportion, and scale. Think zebra stripes or 
feathers of a peacock. Any shape, color or texture can create 
a pattern. Patterns are often overlooked in garden design, 
but they truly transform the way a garden looks and feels. A 
pattern in plantings or hardscape can give a garden instant 
visual as well as creative structure, flow and guide people 
through its spaces. Here are nine areas to explore when 
using patterns in the landscape.
1. Color – repeat, contrast, a bold mixture. Think flowers 
and fabric.
2. Texture – rough, smooth, plant types and hardscape material.
3. Shape – form, foliage, focal points and overall layout of 
the project.
4. Plants and trees – the color, texture and shape of these 
and how they are used in combinations.
5. Garden layout – symmetrical/asymmetrical, formal/informal 
– how the style of the garden effects the use of patterns.
6. Patios, decks, walkways and pools - materials here include 
tile, pavers, wood and stone and how its incorporated into 
design (hardscape part 1).
7. Walls, fences, structure, steps and pots - materials and 
colors are used here. Must be tied into above hardscape 
ideas (hardscape part 2).

8. Garden furniture and 
fabric - again, we have 
materials used and color /
patterns on fabric.
Use of tables and chairs 
and how they are placed.
9. Unity - all of the above 
items help create consistency 
and cohesively turn the 
design into a garden.
The above combinations 
create drama, atmosphere 
and intrigue. Patterns 
usually tie the project 
together using color, 
texture and shape. Every day, we visually see patterns and 
are guided by them.
February/March Checklist
• Threat of freezing temperatures
• Fertilize plants and lawn in March
• Water restrictions are in effect – check timers
• Plant herbs, vegetables and flowers now
• Slow growing seasons at this point – let the landscape rest

Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape design company here to help you with all of your
landscape needs. Call us direct at 727-421-2715 or visit us Online at www.landscapesbyrl.com. 
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REDS, WHITES, AND BITES
Submitted by Jessica Carrier
The Community Dental Clinic invites the community to its 
annual signature fundraiser, Reds, Whites, and Bites + 
More, on April 18th at 7pm, at The Collection on Palmetto 
in Clearwater. Join us for an unforgettable evening to 
sip, savor and support while we enjoy fine wines and 
exceptional bites, all in support of healthier smiles across 
our community. 
Like a fine wine, the evening will be thoughtfully crafted, 
richly layered, and best enjoyed in great company. Highlights 
include an exciting lottery featuring more than 80 bottles of 
exclusive, featured, and classic wines and spirits. 
The Clinic is honored to welcome Jan and Jim Watrous 
as Honorary Chairs for the evening, recognizing their 
commitment to community service and local health initiatives. 
Proceeds from the event support the Community Dental 
Clinic’s mission to provide compassionate, comprehensive 
dental services, education, and access to dental care for 
uninsured, low-income adults of Pinellas County. This 
fundraiser generates approximately 20 percent of the 
Clinic’s annual operating budget, making it vital to meeting 
the growing need for dental care in the community. 
Following a highly successful debut last year at The 
Collection on Palmetto, the unique antique car museum 
once again sets the stage for an elegant and engaging 
evening. Mark your calendars and join us for a night where 
great taste meets a great cause. Every glass raised helps 
create healthier smiles across Pinellas County! 
Community Dental Clinic is located at 1390 S. Missouri Ave in 
Clearwater. Visit CommunityDTLClinic.org for more information    
Please Call Jessica Carrier at (727) 216-6155 ext. 106 for 
details or event sponsorship opportunities.
SHAMROCK’N RUN
The City of Largo’s Shamrock ‘N Run returns to Downtown 
Largo on Saturday, March 14th, from 5-9pm. Registration 
is now open for race participants, including the 5K Run, 
1.5 Mile Walk, and Kids Fun Run, with a limited-time New 
Year discount available.
Not running? No problem. Cheer on your friends, then join 
the Shamrock ‘N Run after party at Ulmer Park, 301 West 
Bay Drive. Enjoy live music, food trucks, and cold drinks 
- no race bib required! Don’t miss the fun in Downtown 
Largo. Learn more at PlayLargo.com/Shamrock.

Community News
SAILABILITY
Submitted by Claudia Nabel
We are a group of dedicated volunteers 
who envisioned and implemented an 
opportunity within our community to 
bring the sport of sailing to the disabled 
community, so they could participate in 
this fun activity. 
Our dock was destroyed during the 
hurricanes of 2024, limiting our ability 
to provide this service. Our goal here 
is to raise money to go towards the 
replacement of a new ADA dock.
Despite the fact that Sailability has lost 
the dock, along with water access for many of our participants 
with disabilities, we continue to persevere. We are fortunate 
to have a contractual agreement with the Clearwater 
Community Sailing Center, and have been able to provide 
sailing, kayaking and water experiences to some of our less-
involved disabled participants. What we have is an amazing 
village that works together to make things happen through 
improvising and adapting.
We realize that the City of Clearwater suffered a lot as a result 
of hurricanes Helene and Milton with so many critical needs, we 
hope to raise funds to get started on the replacement of the dock 
sooner rather than later.
Any help you can give is greatly appreciated! To donate, visit 
GoFundMe.com/f/RebuilddocksforSailability.
Sailability is taking out participants every other Saturday. 
Please visit  SailabilityTampaBay.org to sign up to participate 
or volunteer for sailing on catamarans and the kayaks that we 
currently have available.
Sailability Greater Tampa Bay is a 501(c)3 organization.
SHEPHERD’S VILLAGE
Submitted by Sherry Chandler
Belleair neighbors - grab your paddle (or borrow one!) and 
come rally with us on Saturday, April 11th for Shepherd’s 
Village’s Third Annual Pickleball Raise & Rally, presented by 
Westcoast Florida HVAC.
This year’s event is free and focused on social awareness and 
community support for single moms and their kids - helping 
single moms and their kids face their future with confidence. 
We’re hosting Raise & Rally at Pickle & Pint, where we’ve 
rented the entire facility for three hours of continuous play 
- open play designed for all skill levels. Bring a friend, bring 
your family, and enjoy an upbeat event where connection 
matters as much as the game.
And to be clear - this isn’t a tournament. Because we don’t 
dink around - our focus is a FUNdraiser!
Shepherd’s Village is also celebrating 35 years of serving 
families and Raise & Rally is a chance to celebrate that legacy 
while shining a light on what’s ahead. While entry is free, 
guests will have opportunities on-site to support the mission 
through simple giving options and fun ways to participate.
Please register in advance so we can plan for everyone.
Visit ShepherdsVillage.com/pickleball for the latest updates, 
including event time and play details.
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CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
Submitted by Lianne Villancourt
Clearwater Yacht Club is proud to announce the success of 
the 51st Annual Holiday Lighted Boat Parade in December. 
This beloved nautical tradition once again lit up Clearwater 
Beach, celebrating the holiday season while bringing the 
community together for a meaningful cause.
With the generous support of our sponsors and participants, 
this year’s parade raised significant funds benefiting youth 
sailing and boating scholarships through the Clearwater 
Community Sailing Center for the local Boys & Girls Clubs. 
Clearwater Yacht Club extends heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who contributed to making this year’s event such a success.
The parade launched just north of the Mandalay Channel 
Bridge, following a slightly different route past Coachman 
Park, and concluded at the judging area in front of 
Clearwater Yacht Club. This year featured beautifully 
decorated vessels, each bringing holiday cheer to spectators 
along the waterfront.
Distinguished judges from the City of Clearwater, including 
Mayor Rector plus City Manager Poirrier and Clearwater 
Yacht Club’s Past Commodore Rich Libonate, evaluated 
entries from the Clearwater Yacht Club Marina.
Clearwater Yacht Club thanks all participants, sponsors, 
volunteers, and spectators for helping make the 51st Annual 
Holiday Lighted Boat Parade a memorable evening filled 
with holiday spirit, community pride, and charitable impact. 
We look forward to welcoming everyone back next year for 
another unforgettable celebration on the water. Mark your 
calendars for the 52nd Annual Holiday Lighted Boat Parade 
on December 12th, 2026!
The Clearwater Yacht Club is one of the oldest yacht clubs in 
the United States. Established in 1911, the Club is located 
on beautiful Clearwater Beach and is a gathering place for 
avid boaters enjoying a reputation for boating fellowship 
and warm hospitality. Visit ClearwaterYachtClub.org for 
membership information.
VACATION DONATIONS
Submitted by Diane Daniel
Condos and apartment complexes with vacation rentals, 
we’d love to put one of our donation bins on your property 
during high visitation season. We do all the work!! Visitors, if 
you have leftover food you can’t take home with you, please 
consider donating it to locals in need. To donate directly to 
these pantries, visit www.vacationdonations.org/food. When 
possible, Vacation Donations will pick up food at your rental. 
Founder Diane Daniel is also looking for helpers to help 
collect food. Hours are minimal and sporadic. 
We accept unopened food and beverages, both perishables 
(fresh) and nonperishables, such as canned and boxed goods. 
You can also donate open containers of food if they have 
casings, such as eggs, individually wrapped cheese singles, 
etc. Donations will go to: Beach Community Food Pantry in 
IRB, and occasionally Lifeline Ministries at St. Jerome Catholic 
Church and Christ the King Lutheran Ministries in Largo. For 
pickup, bin signup or volunteering, call or text Diane at 
(727) 201-2333 or email VacationDonations@gmail.com.

BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB 
Submitted by Carol Mears
Find a treasure at the Belleair Garden Club’s Annual “Junk & 
Jewels Sale” Fundraiser, Thursday - Saturday, February 5th-7th. 
Local residents and visitors throughout the Tampa Bay area and 
beyond look forward to the huge upscale rummage sale which 
has been held annually inside the historic Garden Club building 
in Belleair for more than 35 years. The entire clubhouse will 
be overflowing with an eclectic mix of finds including Jewelry, 
Antiques, Collectibles, Home & Holiday Décor, Furniture, Art, 
Clothing & Accessories, Books, Toys, Tools, Household Goods, 
and Vintage Treasures. In addition, there will be a Plant Sale 
and Bake Sale.
The Event kicks off with a “Pre-Sale” on Thursday, February 5th, 
from 4:30-7pm. Collectors and shoppers can browse the large 
array of unique wares and get the first dibs on all the goods. 
There is a $5 entry fee to attend the pre-sale night only. Friday 
and Saturday hours are 8am-2pm. There is no fee to attend. 
Don’t miss out on the excitement and community spirit of this 
highly anticipated event! There will be lots of great deals, 
something for everyone, and it benefits a good cause. Proceeds 
help support the Scholarship and Historic Preservation Programs 
and other Belleair Garden Club missions. Saturday’s sale 
coincides with the Town of Belleair’s Annual Garage Sale. 
February 11th - Field Trip to Folly Farms Nature Preserve in 
Safety Harbor. Folly Farm Nature Preserve, a magical place 
located in the heart of Safety Harbor, has something for every 
nature lover. Visitors can walk through the native plant and 
butterfly gardens, leading to the natural walking trail that 
surrounds a wetland area for approximately a quarter mile 
trek. This will be a self-guided group field trip. There is no fee 
to enter the park. There are picnic tables and gazebos for those 
who wish to bring lunch. Consider carpooling. Meet at Folly 
Farms at 10:30am. Guests welcome to join. Please RSVP by 
email by February 9th to: BelleairGardenClub2@gmail.com. 
February 18 -Orchid Sale and Extravaganza - Program “All 
About Orchids” presented by Michael and Paula Pollin, owners 
of Art Stone Orchids & Statuary. This spectacular program 
returns by popular demand! Learn the tips & tricks to growing 
and caring for orchids. Browse through the large selection of 
orchids and succulent plants that are available for purchase. 
In addition, the Treasures Boutique will be open for shopping. 
Question & Answer Session and a light luncheon will follow 
the presentation. Bring a friend! There is no fee to attend. 
Donations are appreciated. General Meeting begins at 12:30. 
Program begins at 1pm. 
March 4 - Floral Arranging Presented by Judith Overcash 
of Random Acts of Flowers (RAF) Their mission is to bring 
moments of kindness in the form of a beautiful floral bouquet. 
This non-profit organization makes real impact in communities 
around the country by improving people’s health and well-
being through flower deliveries, and recycling flowers and vases 
that would have gone to the landfill. Judith will demonstrate 
how to create a beautiful bouquet. Next week, we will put our 
knowledge into action as volunteers for the day at RAF Tampa 
Bay. A light luncheon will follow the presentation. General 
Meeting 12:30. Program begins at 1pm. 
Visit BelleairGardenClub.com for more information.

Community News
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