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The Seminole Wars: Florida’s Longest Conflict

By Bob Giriffin, Local Historian
cmes, counties, lakes, rivers, a major college football team,
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and even a casino carry the Seminole name. It gives the
impression that Floridians and the Seminole people have
always lived together peacefully.

In truth, that was far from life during the 1800s. Estimates
suggest that between 5,000 and 20,000 Seminoles lived in
Florida at the time, although census counts excluded Native
peoples. These numbers came mainly from military sources
and are approximate.

The Seminole Wars, also known as the Forida Wars, roughly
occurred during the first half of that century and saw the Seminole
Nation and the Federal government in many violent conflicts.

Historians and military leaders still debate the precise
beginning of the First Seminole War. Prior to open conflict,
both sides engaged in deadly skirmishes that claimed the lives
of hundreds of Seminole warriors, U.S. soldiers, and civilians.

The Seminole Wars were three major military conflicts
between the United States and the Seminoles, spanning
roughly from 1817 to 1858. Understanding the political and
cultural landscape before the First Seminole War is essential
to understanding the wars themselves.

Billy Bowlegs, Seminole warrior
- Continued on Page 6
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INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Inside, you will find artficles and
local information about the nearby
area. We call it Neighborhood News
because it is primarily about our
neighborhood, Indian Rocks Beach.
This magazine is printed every other
month and mailed to every occupied
house in the city.

Do you need another copy? Ask for
them at USA Grocers, CVS Drug
Store, Beach Welcome Center, City
Hall, and Indian Rocks Beach Library.
We hope you enjoyed our magazine.
We want your input. Did you like this
issue? What suggestions do you have
for future articles¢ Call or email us..
Keep up to date with your local
news; follow us on Facebook at
Neighborhood News Magazine.
Thank you for reading,

Lora & Pete Magnani 813-239-6862
Pete@MagriffProductions.com

SEE YOU AGAIN
IN MARCH!
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JANUARY

New Year’s Day

First Friday Lunch Market Coachma

Ringling Brothers Circus

Holiday Lights in the Gardens End

Dunedin Craft Festival

Public School Starts

Epiphon{

World’s Largest Duck Coachman

NFL Wildcard Games Begin 1

Harlem Globetrotters at USF

City Commission Meeting

FL RV Supershow Fairgrounds 13-

Florida's Arbor Day

Treasure Island Kite Festival 16-

St. Pete Power and Sailboat Show 1 9-
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NFL Division Championships 1
Tampa Bay Frogman Swim
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
NCAA Football Championship
Dunedin Int’l Film Festival

Gasparilla Children’s Parade 24
Pinellas Medieval Fair DK Farms 24
Pinellas Park TacoFest 24-25
NFL Conference Championships 25
Gasparilla Pirate Fest 31

and

N
"
N
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CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS

As always, this is subject to change. Please verify dates and times.

FEBRUARY

Groudhog Dc?:y. )

Florida State Fair Begins
Belleair Beach Cleanup

St. Pete Fine Art Festival

Super Bowl LX )

Cn‘r Commission Meeting 1
Helle Hansen Sailing Regatta 1
Valentine’s Day 1
Sant Yago Knight Parade Ybor 1
Rays Fan Fest St. Pete Pier 1
Fat Tuesday 1
President’s Day ) 1
Chinese New Year Begins 1
Ramadan Begins 1
Ash Wednesday _ 1
MLB Spring Training Begins 2
Gasparilla Run Tampa 2
Art & Seafood Fest Safety Harbor 21-2
Blue Jays Spring Home Opener
Raising Relief Poker Tourney

Phillies Spring Home Opener 25
Strawberry Festival Begins 26
St. Pete Grand Prix Begins 27
Styx and Cheap Trick at the Sound 27

ClearwaterSea-Bluesatthe Sound 28-1

More details for items highlighted in red can be found in the Did You Know? Bar/
Restaurant News, Business Briefs, Community News or Holiday Events Sections
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YOU made us the
community’s preferred in-home

provider of Urgent Care and IV Hydration
You asked. We listened.

NOW OFFERING:

Holistic Housecalls
for Aesthetics

Schedule now for Botox,
1 L NewTox, Microneedling

—
‘:. t and Skincare
- '
LY — ?
o

Rejuvenate. Refresh. Glow.

www.GoodCallHousecalls.com

Best
Pizza

inthe area

Tuesday - Saturday
11am to 9pm
Sunday Noon-9pm

Family Owned ﬂm-:l' Opera re-d fi n.r 40 years!
11963 Indian Rocks Road, Largo 727.596.6780

www. FizzaShackitalianGrille.com

Did Gpow Know

CLEARWATER GOES DUCKING CRAZY
A 6-story-fall inflatable icon is taking over
Coachman Park in Downtown Clearwater
from January 9th-26th.

“Mama Duck,” a 6-story-tall inflatable
public art piece, is nesting in Clearwater
and bringing along “Timmy,” her 10-foot-
tall baby duck, who will be making pop-
up appecarances at local businesses
throughout the month.

Events include the “Duck Dash 5K” fun
run on January 11th, “Rubber Ducky’s
Birthday Bash” on January 17th, and the
“Duck and Drive Jeep Invasion” on January 24th.

For more information, visit MyClearwater.com or
VisitStPeteClearwater.com.

CITY ELECTIONS The City of Indian Rocks Beach has
confirmed the candidates who have officially qualified for
the Municipal Election on Tuesday, March 10th. The election
will fill the offices of Mayor-Commissioner and two City
Commission seats. Each seat carries a two-year term.

Commission Candidates are Matthew Barrowclough,
Don House, Michael Mirmanesh, Kellee Watt, and Vice-
Mayor Commissioner Janet Wilson (incumbent). Mayor-
Commissioner Candidates are Mayor-Commissioner
Denise Houseberg (incumbent) and Lan Vaughan.

The Municipal Election will be held at the Indian Rocks
Beach Civic Auditorium on March 10th from 7am-7pm.

Voter information, including registration and polling
details, is available through the Pinellas County Supervisor
of Elections. For additional election information, contact
the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall at (727) 595-2517 or
LKornijtschuk@irbcity.com.

BEACH RENOURISHMENT For the first time since 2018,
Pinellas County has begun beach renourishment along its
barrier islands to strengthen the coast against future storms.
This time, the county is proceeding without financial support
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which now requires
all beachfront property owners to grant ongoing public access
to their property. The Army Corps historically picked up 65%
of the cost.

Providing access has been revisited with only 80% of property
owners having complied with temporary agreements. So,
for the first time, the county is paying the entire bill: $125.7
million. The county is using Tourism Development Tax dollars
and $14.2 million in grant reimbursement from the state to
cover the cost.

Beach renourishment extends the depth of the beach to absorb
effects from future storms. It replaces sand that has washed
away by pumping sand from offshore or elsewhere onto the
beach. The project will span Sand Key, from Clearwater Beach
to North Redington Beach, and Treasure Island and Upham
Beach. The tfotal project is expected to require more than 2.5
million cubic yards of sand, an amount that would fill

St. Petersburg’s Dali Museum more than 40 times.

OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN MARCH Read this issue, and
others, online at BeachNewsletters.com and follow us on
Facebook at Neighborhood News Magazines for ongoing
local news updates.
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GET YOUR 2026 CALENDAR The 2026 “Old Florida
Charm” Calendars are now available at Beach Art Center. Each
month is a new masterpiece created by local artists celebrating
the beauty and spirit of Indian Rocks Beach. Get yours online for
$25 ot BeachArtCenter.org/onlineshop or in person for $20 at

Beach Art Center, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd. For more information,
visit BeachArtCenter.org or call (727) 596-4331.

SUGAR SAND FESTIVAL RETURNS The countdown
is officially on! Just one month until tickets go on sale for
the 2026 Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival presented by Visit St.
Pete-Clearwater. More than 1,000 tons of Clearwater Beach
sand will be transformed into a stunning sand sculpture
museum featuring the theme, “United in Sand: Celebrating
Sports & Spirit!” The Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival returns to
Clearwater Beach March 27th - April 12th.

SLOW DOWN Last month, the Florida Department of
Transportation announced a speed limit reduction in two
construction work zones on the Howard Frankland Bridge
and its Pinellas County approach. The zones are Interstate
275 from 38th Avenue North to 4th Street North (previously
65 MPH) and the Howard Frankland Bridge between Pinellas
and Hillsborough counties (previously 60 MPH).

The new speed limit will be 55 MPH in both work zones.
The speed reduction will help ensure a consistent and clear
speed for all drivers along the 1-275 corridor throughout
each project area.

Once complete, the new bridge will consist of eight lanes:
four general-use lanes and four express lanes, and a
new shared-use pathway separated from the roadway for
pedestrians and cyclists.

ATM SCAM If you are at an automated teller machine
and cannot put your card in because it is jammed, go
to another location. There is a new scam where suspects
have intentionally jammed ATM machines with quarters,
metal, or paper so that people cannot access them. Then
the suspects - posing as good Samaritans - offer to help
by showing them how to use the tap function instead of
inserting your card. They take your card, tap it, switch it out
with another stolen card, and hand it back to you, while
also memorizing your PIN. Then the suspects head out to
other locations to use your card and steal your money.

MAKE YOUR MOVE IN THI
NEW YEAR
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The Seminole Wars, Continued

Historically, Florida was home to many surrendering large portions of southern These forces gathered at Fort Scott. They
Indigenous peoples—including the Calusa, Georgia and Alabama causing thousands faced roughly 1,000 Seminole warriors
Apalachee, and Timucua. The modern of Creeks to flee into West Florida. and 300 Black allies who were formerly
Seminole and Miccosukee peoples mostly Over 1.000 Native Americans lived in €nslaved people that sought refuge among
descend from Native Americans who migrated West Florida affer the battle, including 700 the Seminole.

south during the 18th and 19th centuries to yqrriors. The British built Fort Prospect on On March 15, Jackson’s army began a
escape conflict with the U.S. government, the Apalachicola River, and at the end of sweeping march through northwest Florida.
American settlers, and rival fribes. the War of 1812, they left the fort—along Following the Apalachicola River, they
Most early Seminoles were Lower Creek with food, weapons, and ammunition— moved toward the site of the destroyed
Indians from Georgia and Alabama. Spain to Creek refugees and free or formerly Negro Fort. Jackson ordered a small

controlled Florida from 1513 to 1821, except enslaved Black residents. Americans named contingent to rebuild it as Fort Gadsden.
for a brief fime from 1763 to 1783 when

Great Britain ruled the territory.

During the 1700s, Great Britain also
controlled North Carolina, South Caroling,
and Georgia. Settlers in these colonies
frequently clashed with Native Americans

it “Negro Fort.”

The treaty ending the War of 1812 included
a clause restoring Creek land, but the
United States ignored it. American officials
also feared Negro Fort would inspire
enslaved people to revolt or flee south.

From there, he advanced toward the Lake
Miccosukee region (northeast of present-
day Tallohassee) and attacked several
Mikasuki villages.

On March 31, Jackson assaulted the
Seminole town of Anhaica, located where

over land and hunting rights. Between | early 1816, Jackson ordered the fort to Tallahassee stands today. The next day, he

1716 and 1767, many Lower Creeks

be seized. A confrontation followed. When a

migrated into Florida, reaching as far g supply boat approached the fort, Black

south as modern-day Tampa Bay, because,
the Spanish welcomed Creek Indians
and runaway slaves into their territory,”
La Florida.” They offered land grants

and traded heavily with them to support

Spanish missions.

defenders fired warning shots. AU.S. cannon
struck the fort’s ammunition magazine, the
ensuing explosion killed more than 270 of
the 335 occupants—mostly Black families.
It was described as “the single deadliest
cannon shot in American history.”

captured the nearby town of Miccosuki.

By early April, Jackson turned south toward
St. Marks (San Marcos), directly below the
Anhaica area. There he found a small
Spanish fort. Jackson explained he was
a friend of Spain but insisted the fort was
harboring Seminoles and escaped slaves.
Jackson took the fort the next day without

The Spanish referred to the diverse group Astensionsescalated between the Americans resistance. Leaving a garrison there, he

as cimarrones, meaning “runaways,” “wild
ones,” or “the untamed.” British seftlers,
mispronounced cimarrén, as” Seminoles.”
The people though still themselves identified

as Creeks, Miccosukees, and members of

related tribes.

The French and Indian War was 1754— Fowltown.

1763. When it ended, Native Americans
lost many land rights and Spain ceding La
Florida to Great Britain

During the Revolutionary War, Britain used
Native Americans to fight colonists, causing
lasting tensions between American settlers

at Fort Scott (present-day Decatur County,
Georgia) and the Mikasuki community of
Fowltown. Chief Neamathla (“Fat Warrior”)
asserted sovereignty over the area, citing
the Treaty of Fort Jackson. In November
1817, 250 soldiers were ordered to seize
About 60 Mikasuki warriors
drove them back. The U.S. returned with
300 men, burned Fowltown, seizing crops
and killing six or eight Native Americans
and one American soldier. Historians often
cite this attack as the true beginning of the
First Seminole War (1817-1818).

and Native fribes. At the end of the war A \eek later, Native warriors attacked a

Great Britain returned Florida to Spain.
The Louisiana Purchase added vast lands

U.S. supply boat on the Apalachicola River.
Most of the passengers—soldiers and

to the United States. The U.S. assumed it families—were either killed or captured.

included West Florida. France claimed the
western Panhandle; Spain disagreed.
Georgia volunteers began crossing into
Spanish  Florida to aftack towns and
Seminole villages, trying to seize land for the
United States. Colonel Daniel Newman’s
soldiers assisted, burning farms and villages
before being driven out by the Seminoles.
Meanwhile, many Native Americans
sided with the British in the land disputes.
Andrew Jackson—Iliving in Nashville—was
ordered to fight the Muscogee tribes in the

Washington responded by ordering troops
invade Florida to pursue hostile groups,
but to avoid Spanish forts.

Meanwhile, Secretary of State John Quincy
Adams was quietly negotiating fo purchase
Florida from Spain. The Secretary of War John
C. Calhoun assigned the mission to Andrew
Jackson, who accepted December 26, 1817.
A turning point came when General
Andrew Jackson arrived in Florida in March
1818. After that, the war moved rapidly.
Jackson called for volunteers and militia

Creek War (1813-1814).In the Battle of forces, assembling more than 4,800 men:

Horseshoe Bend (1814), Jackson’s forces
killed approximately 800 Creek Red Sticks.

800 U.S. Army regulars, 1,000 volunteers
from Tennessee, 1,000 volunteers from

The name derived from the red-painted war Georgia, and 1,500 allied Upper Creek

clubs they cared. Jackson then compelled
the Creeks to sign the Treaty of Fort Jackson,

warriors under General William Mclntosh.

continued to march east attacking Seminole
towns along the Suwannee River, including
Old Town, which still exists today.

On April 12, Jackson declared victory. He
wrote to Washington stating that peace had
been achieved and his mission completed.

While traveling between Fort St. Marks and
Fort Gadsden, Jackson heard rumors that
the Spanish in Pensacola were supplying
Seminole fighters with weapons from Cuba.
Although he had declared victory a month
before, in early May, he left Fort Gadsden
with 1,000 men heading west. He reached
Spanish-held Pensacola on May 23, where
only 175 Spanish soldiers remained. On
May 28, the Governor of West Florida
surrendered without a fight.

Before departing, Jackson placed Colonel
William King in charge as Military Governor
of West Florida—even though the United
States did not yet officially own the territory.

Jackson then returned to Nashville and informed
President Monroe that he was retiring from
public service. Of course, Andrew Jackson later
became President of the United States, serving
from 1829 to 1837.

And so, the First Seminole War ended as
abruptly as it began, just scarcely two and
a half months. Yet in reality, the conflict
marked only the beginning of a far larger
struggle. In Washington, officials continued
to speak of what they called “the Indian
problem” in Florido—a problem they
worried had not yet been solved.

To be continued in the next issue.
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24 Hour
GWTER Emoeener
>N bl UMBING

121-396-5663

Family Chwned sincg 1958

All Plumbing Repairs
Water Haater Repair & Replacement
Faucet and Fixture Repair & Installation
Water & Sewer Line Replacement
Sewer & Draln Cleaning

$10 OFF Any Service!

Licensed « Bonded « insured = Senior Discounts + Estimates

EF1 1067200 Serving All of Pinellas Counfy
cas01 for 50 yoars

12920 Walsingham Rd Largo
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HOW DO YOU CARE FOR
PETS AFTER DEATH?

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

It is reported that Diane Keaton left $5 million [+
for the care of her pets and that got us thinking [

about planning for the care of pets after death e ﬂ;‘
by ensuring they are looked after and loved. n ‘.
Here is what to consider step-by-step. )
Select a trusted person who genuinely loves || ’

animals and can care for your pets. Have a
backup in case your first choice cannot or will
not serve. Talk to them in advance — never
assume they will take the responsibility. Consider factors such
as age, health, lifestyle, space, and willingness to keep your
pets together.

Caring for a pet can be expensive. Leave a specific cash gift to
the caregiver in your will, with a note explaining it is for your pets.
Be aware that a will only takes effect after probate, so immediate
care could be delayed.

Use a separate Pet Trust for more control and immediate
effect upon your death or incapacity. Include clear terms, such
as identification of your pets (photos, microchip numbers, or
descriptions), amount of money allocated, authorized expenses,
and successor caregivers or trustees. Be sure fo name a future
beneficiary should your pet die before the funds are exhausted.

Include a written document describing feeding schedules and
dietary needs, medical conditions, medications, preferred
veterinarians, personality traits, habits, routines, and emergency
contacts (vet, animal sitter, etc.). Be sure to keep copies with your
estate documents and your caregiver and make sure they are
accessible somewhere at home.

Sometimes pets need immediate help before your long-term plan
is activated. Carry a wallet card stating you have pets at home
and listing emergency contacts. Talk to friends, neighbors, or
family who can step in right away. Consider leaving a key and
care instructions with someone you tfrust.

If no suitable caregiver is available look info sanctuary programs
or pet refirement homes (some shelters, rescues, or universities
offer lifetime care for a fee or donation). Some animal welfare
organizations have legacy programs that promise care and
rehoming if you name them in your will.

Review your pet plan whenever your pefs or circumstances
change. Replace deceased or new petfs in your documents.
Confirm that your caregiver and trustee remain willing and able.
Toke advantage of our complimentary one-hour consultation to
talk about your estate plan and other financial and investment
management needs.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Founder and Executive Chair
ProVise Management Group, LLC

611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022, Info@Provise.com

Financial planning for your life and your lifestyle

PROVIS

4 MANAGEMENT GROUP

2

The information herein is general and educational in nature
and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and
regulations are complex and are subject to change.

Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE COMPANY.
Sales ® Management ® Vacation Rewtals
727.593.3008

1101 Gulf Boulevard Indian Rocks Beach 33785
www.theseasideres.com www.theseasideps.com
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WANTED)!

ARE BUYING

* HEIRLOOMS = VALUABLES

JEWELRY » WATCHES * COINS
STERLING SILVER
SCRAP GOLD & DIAMONDS

HISTORICAL « IMPORTANT = RARE & UNIOQUE
Antiques, Collectibles, ArtifFacts L Relics
llumun-lllmm m!ﬂm

'IT‘DPSHJII Gﬂl.DHEES SII.‘H'EII $59

= Fire Antique & Vintage Jevelry « Siber, Gold & Platinim Bullion
« Al Gold, Silver & Plat. Jewelry = Coins, Ingots Bars & Muggels
= 10k, 14k 10k & X2k Gold Jeveelry = Old, Ountdabed & Broken Jiwelry
= Dlamonds & Dismond Jewelry F

- Dasignar Jowelry & Acessonied ANTIQUES / COLLECTIBLES
= Carther, Tiflany, Guccl & Chanel = Historical, Important & Rare...

= VINTAGE COSTUME JEWELRY Owne-Ol-A-Kind Artifacts & Relics
= Camaos, Culflinks, Collections = Milifaria, Antigue Arms & Armor

= Guns, Daggers, Knihves, Swords
WATCHES & TIMEPIECES « Political, Music, Movie & Sport

= Pocket Watches, Chains, Fobs Memorabilia, Autographs, Cands
« Vintage & Moderm Wristaabches = Mative Amarican Jewelry, Relics
= Robex & PreOwned Timepieces « Decarative & Fine Art, Paintings
= Bulbowva, Dmega, Hamilion, Elgin = Posters, Prints, Photcs & More
= Ladies GOLD & PLAT. Watches = F. Remington & Bronze Statues
= Watch Colleciions., WANTED! = Scrimshaw, lvory, Jade & Coral
= Carpets, Rugs, Clocks & Lamps
COINS & CURRENCY - Fouraine Pens, Walking Cans
= Al LS., Foreign & World Coins = G. Armanid, Lisdro, iCart & Erte’
« Tokens, Medals & Collections = Figuiines, Brass Sustues, Busts
= Antigque, Gold & Siiver Coins  » Swarovskl & Waterford Crystal
= Shipwrick & Spaniah Colonisl =« Flags, Maps, Chams & Globas
= Shipwrech & Nautical Antiques
= Antlgue Violins, Viniage Guiiars
= Antigue Silvenware & Flatwane = Bugles, Music Boxes & Edisons
= Tea Sets, Jewelry & Trophies = An Glass, Ponery & Porcelsin
= Platters, Trays & Candlesticks = By Tiftany, Lostz, Galle', Lalique
= Decorative Siver & Silver Vertu - Moasr, Meizaan, Majolca & Maore

FREE APPRAISALS! * TOP $5$ PAID!
EXPERT EVALUATIONS! - FREE HOUSE CALLS!
TIE GOE v Youn| (727) call Today!

H 484- 01&6

111"1 Pun:r de'Leon Blvd. = Llwn-mtcr FL. 33?"6

|;1r| IfFredsures. com

BAUSERWEEN Rescue Not Retail Dunedin (RNR) partnered
with Bauser’s Neighborhood Bar, at 520 Douglas Avenue, to
host Bauserween 2025. The “Nightmare Before Christmas”
themed charity event brought the community together
raising money to support RNR's mission of providing
veterinary services, food, and pet supplies with a special
focus on veterans and their service animals. Bauser’s owner
Janet Bausert pledged thirty percent of the bar’s profits from
the day to the rescue. They had a dunk tank, where patrons
could pay to dunk one oklseven local bartenders from the
neighboring bars. Mike from Simon’s Pub, at 608 Union
Street, took home first place with the most money raised.
The dunk tank raised $2,500 for RNR.

The Community Bark Box at Bauser’s was launched in
2023, offering an anonymous resource for free pet food,
toys, leashes, and more to those struggling to provide for
their pets. Bauser's is located at 520 Douglas Avenue. Visit
Bausers.com and RNRDunedin.com for more information
on to help.

REOPENED The Friendly Tavern has reopened after
suffering damage during Hurricane Helene. In 1947,
the tavern opened its doors as “The Alibi Eats” in the
“Redington Strip” of the Pinellas County beaches. As the
landscape of the gulf beaches began to evolve, the small
fishing town of Redington Shores was established in 1955

and is still their home today. The restaurant is located at
18121 Gulf Boulevard.

The early 1980’s brought new owners, a new concept, and
with a new name, Friendly Tavern was born. For over 40
years, they are loved by locals and visitors alike, and are
known for great food, good times, amazing sunset views
and their world-famous tiki bar. To view the menu, visit
FriendlyTavernFlorida.com.

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS Monstah Lobstah had its first birthday
in November. The restaurant brings a New England
seafood-based menu to Indian Rocks Beach in the former
JD’s Restaurant location, featuring Maine lobster, snow
crab, shrimp, and scallops. It is located at 125 Gulf Blvd.
View the menu at MonstahLobstahIRB.com.

Backwaters also celebrated one year in their North Redington
Beach location after more than twenty years in the Tampa
Bay area. They provide a unique selection of seafood and
American cuisine in a relaxed waterfront environment.

The North Redington restaurant is located at 17307 Gulf
Blvd. Unit A103 and the Sand Key restaurant is at 1261
Gulf Blvd. Visit Backwaters.com for more information on
both locations.
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TAKING BACK HOOTERS After years of ownership by
private equity groups, Hooters Incorporated Chief Executive
Officer Neil Kiefer announced plans for a “re-Hooterization,”
aiming to return the brand to its core founding principles.

Hooters Inc. and Hoot Owl Restaurants, franchisee groups
that include several of Hooters’ six Clearwater-based
founders, completed a buyback of 110 locations last month.
Company representatives say upgraded restaurants and a
streamlined menu are planned for Hooters’ second act.

CITY HALL EATS Horizon West Bay, Largo’s new mixed-
use city hall, located on the 400 block of West Bay Drive,
has signed deals with three restaurants/shops that will fill
the street level storefronts. Parlor Doughnuts, Strachan’s
Ice Cream & Desserts, and Louis Pappas Fresh Greek will
welcome customers and city employees in 2026.

Parlor House, a national doughnut chain with a location on
South Clearwater Beach, was the first to sign and will be
open when city hall employees relocate to the new location.
Louis Pappas and Strachan’s are in the permitting process
for construction.

For more information about Horizon West Bay, visit
Downtownlargo.com or Largo.com.

WELCOME BACK After a twenty-year hiatus, the Texas-
based burger chain WhatABurger, has returned to Tampa
Bay and will be opening the first of eight planned locations
near the Largo Mall. The company originally expanded into
Tampa Bay in the early 2000s, but closed those locations
several years later.

The new location at 10150 Ulmerton Road, previously
occupied by Joella’s Hot Chicken, will feature a drive-thru,
seat 62 patrons, and offer 24-hour service. WhatABurger
is known for its iconic five-inch burgers but now also offers
other fan favorites including breakfast, customizable
sandwiches, creamy pepper sauce, and spicy ketchup
condiments. The new location is set to open in February.

BYE BYE BREWERY Clearwater craft brewery Big Storm
Brewing sold last month following an unsuccessful attempt
to file Chapter 11 bankruptcy, according to the Tampa
Bay Business Journal. Bidding started at $7.5 million for
the company’s liquor licenses, fixtures, and real estate,
including the property at 12707 49th Street North.

The bankruptcy attempt and sale followed the June arrest
of owner Leo Govoni for aIIegedlz embezzling more than
$100 million from a local nonprofit.
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SELF-SERVE DOG WASH
Dirty Dog Self-Serve Dog Wash,
located at 14100 Walsingham
Road in the Sabala Plaza, was
started by Alisa and Shane
DiMora and their two bull
dogs, Pearl and Pork Chop.
The family are residents of
Indian Rocks Beach.

“We are definitely Dog

People!” Alisa states. “Our
fur babies are a huge part
of what makes us a family,
and we cannot imagine life
without them. They have
always been  passionate
about their pets and keeping
them happy, healthy and
clean. However, when it came
to washing our dogs at home,
it was challenging and messy.
We spent hundreds of dollars
monthly on groomers. That's
when our idea for a “do it yourself dog wash” was born.”

Dirty Dog is a place where pet washing can be easy,
convenient, affordable, and fun for both the owners and
pets - without the messy bathroom and clogged drains.
The self-serve dog washes are American-manufactured
and top-of-the-line machines that incorporate naturally
derived shampoos and conditioner. They are cruelty-free,
paraben-free and dye-free.

Dirty Dog is open from 7am-9pm every day. For more
information, visittheirwebsite DirtyDogSelfServeDogWash.
com or follow them on Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY Palm Legal is celebrating its
5th year of business, serving local clients in the areas of
Business, Nonprofit, and Estate Planning law. Owner
and Managing Attorney, Allie DeVore, lives and works in
Indian Rocks Beach. She enjoys getting to know clients on
a personal level while helping them plan and protect the
things most important to them. Palm Legal helps small
businesses and nonprofits every step of the way with their
transactional legal needs.

Palm Legal offers flat fee comprehensive packages to help
keep businesses and nonprofits stay in compliance with the
latest laws and best practices. Over the years, Palm Legal
has helped many nonprofits form and obtain tax-exempt
status. DeVore o#lers 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Board Orientation
Presentations to local organizations to educate directors.
Palm Legal also serves clients with all of their estate
planning needs including wills, trusts, durable powers of
attorney, and medical directives.

Schedule a free consultation at PalmLegalFlorida.com or
email Allie@PalmLegalFlorida.com.

GAS STATION REOPENS After sitting vacant for more
than a decade, the gas station at the corner of 5th Avenue
and Gulf Blvd. is open for business as a Shell station. Locals
and tourists now have a second option on the beach to get
gas without having to cross the bridge to the mainland. The
convenience store offers beverages, snacks, and pizza.




INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS page 13

TARGET IS COMING
A portion of
Countryside Mall,
located at 27001 U.S
Highway 19, near
Whole Foods Market
and Nordstrom Rack,
has been acquired

by Bradenton
developer Benderson
Development, for
$28.5 million. When Whole Foods was built in 2014, they
took over a portion of Sears. Sears completely vacated the
mall in 2018, and that space acquired by the developer
has been vacant since.

According to the city of Clearwater, a permit has been
approved for a two-story, 140,000 square-foot Target.
Construction began in December. There is no opening
date set as of the printing of this magazine.

NEW GROCERY STORE Seminole residents did a double
take when an Aldi Grocery Store quietly opened in the space
formerly occupied by Winn-Dixie at 12975 Park Boulevard.
The new store occupies more than a third of the former
64,000-square-foot store. In 2024, Aldi acquired Southeastern
Grocers, the parent company of both Winn-Dixie and Harveys
Supermarket as part of a ¥9 billion expansion plan set to
unfold over five years and wrap up in 2028. This location is
part of Aldi’s expansion in Pinellas County.

Aldi is focused on efficiency and affordability, offering a
curated mix of private-label groceries, fresh produce,
organic options, and weekly limited-time specials. They are
open seven days a week from 9am-8pm.

CHIPS FOR CHARITY Stefanec’s Barber Shop, located
at 772 Indian Rocks Road, is hosting a poker tournament
at the Belleair Beach Community Center on Wednesday,
February 25th for the “Raising Relief Foundation.” The
foundation is continually working on various projects to
address the critical needs of the community. Their current
initiatives focus on community development, emergency
relief, education, and health and well-being.

For more information on Raising Relief visit their website
at RaisingReliefFoundation.org. The doors open for the
tournament at 6pm and the cards fly from 7-10pm. For
more information on the event, call Stefanec’s owner Irena
Nolasco at (727) 262-2080.

OUR CHILDREN HAVE RIGHTS RECOGNIZED
The DeBartolo Family Foundation awarded Our Children
Have Rights.org (OCHR) with the prestigious “Spirit of
Humanity Award” and $25,000. The award recognizes
OCHR’s child custody and co-parenting workshops, offered
at no cost to families and community organizations.

OCHR's strategies create structure, allowing single parents
to confidently commit to education and training programs
knowing that childcare duties have been addressed. Their

workshops showcase early childhood resources like Turbo
Babies, R'Club Child Care, and Evara Health Institute.

BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If your company has news or
an upcoming event we can include in this News Magazine,
please e-mail Lora@MagriffProductions.com or call

(813) 361-7376.
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WHAT MAKES YOUR
FIRE DISTRICT SPECIAL

By Chief Ken Grimes, PSFRD

Residents of Indian
Rocks Beach, Indian
Shores, Belleair
Beach, Belleair Shore,
and the surrounding
unincorporated
Oakhurst
neighborhood are
served by a

special fire control district. Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Rescue
District was established by the State of Florida as a sole
functioning governmental agency with one purpose. Fire
and Rescue service. This structure is different from a city fire
department, and it offers several advantages that strengthen
both safety and community connection.

A special fire district is narrowly focused by design. Because
the agency exists solely to provide Fire and Rescue services,
every tax dollar supports emergency response, firefighter
training, equipment, station readiness, and community
programs. Nothing competes with these priorities. The district
does not share its resources with parks, public works, police,
or other city services. This creates a lean, efficient model
where financial decisions stay centered on public safety.

The district is governed by a Board of Fire Commissioners
elected directly from the communities it serves. These
commissioners live in the same neighborhoods, walk the
same beaches, and weather the same storms. Their oversight
is grounded in practical, local understanding. Community
involvement is a defining part of the district’s identity. Monthly
board meetings are open to the public, and residents are
encouraged to attend. These meetings provide a clear view
of how decisions are made, but more importantly, they give
citizens a real voice. Input from residents can influence service
levels, planning priorities, and future investments. The district
sees itself not just as a service provider but as an extension of
the community it protects.

The district’s cost effectiveness is another advantage of the
special district model. With no competing city departments,
operating costs remain focused and streamlined. At the
same time, the district benefits from strong partnerships with
Pinellas County for emergency medical services and regional
support. This combination of local independence and
regional collaboration helps maximize value while improving
overall capability.

Planning and investment reflect the unique needs of coastal
and barrier island communities. The goal is clear. Respond
quickly, arrive ready, and make a meaningful difference
when someone is having their worst day.

The district also embraces a community family feel. Crews
participate in local events, support safety programs, check
smoke alarms, and help residents prepare for hurricane
season. They often meet families, children, and long time
residents long before an emergency ever occurs. That
connection matters. It builds trust and reinforces a shared
commitment to looking out for one another.

Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Rescue District continues to deliver
dependable, cost conscious service shaped by the character
and expectations of the communities it serves. The district
welcomes residents to stay engaged, attend public meetings,
and take part in shaping the future of their local fire service.
If your civic group or condo association would like a
presentation on how the district operates or how to be better
prepared for storms, speakers are available by request.




INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

page 15

DERMACLINIQUE CLEARWAIER

DERMATOLOGY

Dermaclinigue is thrilled to welcome

DR. ALEXIS HONIGBAUM,

a Board-Certified Dermatologist to
our Clearwater office!

[ DERMACLINIQUE

BESSERTOL TP CEA=ATIEN RN EFE —r—

SKIN SPA

Trusted Dermatology Care.
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Alexis Honigbaum, MD, FAAD is a board-
certified dermatologist specializing in medical
and surgical dermatology. Originally from
Massachusetts, she obtained her
undergraduate degree from University of
Miami and medical degree from Eastern
Virginia Medical School. She then completed
her Dermatology Residency at the University
of South Flarda, which eventually brought
her back to the Tampa Bay Area and private
practice,
She has been published in peer-reviewed
journals, presented at national meetings, and
was recognized in Newsweek's “America’s
Best Medical Dermatologists”™ in 2022, She is
excited to join Dr, Nayyar and the team at
Dermaclinigue, where she looks forward to
providing compassionate, high-quality
dermatologic care 1o the community.
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h McMullen Oil COmpan - A Family Tradiﬂon

By Bob Griffin, Local Historian

Everyone has seen fuel trucks running around the Tampa Bay area but what you may not know is that one of those
companies belongs to a local family whose roots trace back to the first settlers of the county in the 1840s - when horses
were the main form of transportation.

The McMullen Oil Company is owned by Paul McMullen and his family. Paul is a direct descendent of James Parramore McMullen,
the first of the McMullen clan to settle here. Paul acquired this business from his father, Daniel (Guy) McMullen.

Guy McMullen started in the oil business in 1930, managing a corner gas station located at what was known as “Five Points,” Gulf
to Bay Boulevard at Cleveland Street. “This was when gas pumps were really pumps,” says Paul. “The kind that had a glass tube
at the top, and you pumped by hand.” The gas station was owned and supplied by Standard Qil of Kentucky, part of the larger
Standard Oil Company of Ohio. The company asked Guy McMullen to represent them in the Pinellas area, and he became a
commissioned agent, establishing new gas stations working strictly on commission.

As he learned the business, Guy struck out on his own and started McMullen Oil in 1932, operating first in downtown Clearwater
off Seminole Street, supplying oil, gas, and other products directly to area gas stations, and later homes and businesses.

Guy and his wife, Laura, had four children: Daniel Guy Jr., Paul, and twin sisters, Linda and Laura--the first twins ever born
at Morton Plant Hospital.

As the hospital was not equipped for twins at that time, they were kept in an orange crate in the nursery. In an ironic twist of
fate, it was their great grandfather James P McMullen who had invented the orange crate years earlier.

Paul, Linda, and Laura also worked for their dad at McMullen Oil. Guy and Laura raised their family in the Safety Harbor
area, with all four children following in their father’s footsteps and graduating from Clearwater High School. “I worked in
the company with my dad, helping build gas stations from the ground up,” remembers Paul, now 86. “Later, | started driving
the delivery trucks, learning all aspects of the business.”

Eventually needing a larger facility, the company relocated to their present location off 49th Street and 118th Avenue North,
in Clearwater.

Paul McMullen married Janet Wilson and moved into a house in Clearwater, where they raised two sons. Paul bought the
oil company from his father in 1989, and
along with rﬁs wife Janet, their sons, Brett
and Paul Jr., their wives, and grandsons,
Maverick and Austin--have been keeping
the family business thriving. Today, the
elder McMullen’s have two sons, three
grandkids, and three great grandchildren.

McMullen Qil continues to supply oll
products to the Tampa Bay Area, as well as
keeping its legacy in history alive. It is truly MGMU"EH
a family business. The company is located TRANSPORT & DELNVERY
at 11965 49th Street North in Clearwater. I'7ITIET3'DU1E
They carry gasoline, diesel, VP race gas, F iy T
oil, and grease. Their gas station at 118th pivna e
Avenue yard carries 90, 91, and 93 non-
ethanol gas and diesel at the pumps.

They are open to the public five days
a week, from 6am-6pm. Oil and gas
are also available for delivery. For more
information, visit McMullenQOil.com or call

(727) 573-0016.

uspoT g40909 FL




INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS page 17

Sal "'-l:m o Hese rtm_
Your Private Party - )
ﬁ' (727) 595-8356 %

- F‘ -" i 5 . Fi Z
. -’ e B ] -] . Located in the Holiday |nn Harhourside s
d "-'"1 ‘o " ‘ = h; it y 5 N % 401 sccond 5T Indian Rocks Beach

T : . . limmmy e s, com
‘_} : ' | yilswmnns.c

| UMA

DERMATOLOGY

DR. NUPUR PATEL AND DR. LAUREN METTERLE

Scoilabii St

Skin cancar screenings

Evaluation and treatment of rashes

Hasir lzan avaluatizn

Maurataxin, Filler and Chemical paals

Lesar thesapy for red morks and brown spors

Focials

For your children, hove them seon by o fellowship trolned and boord-
eertificd pediatric darmotalogiall

Accepting new patients! Most major insurance carriers accepted.




page 18 INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
DRIVERLESS TAXIS HAVE ARRIVED

By Pete Magnani, Publisher

Waymo LLC’s self-driving taxis have arrived in the Tampa
Bay area. The Google subsidiary has begun training
routes with human “specialists” operating vehicles on city
streets to learn local traffic patterns, pedestrian behavior,
and other environmental conditions. Waymo plans to
expand service to Orlando and other Central Florida
municipalities later this year.

The company launched driverless taxi service in Arizona
in 2022 and now operates full commercial service §
in select areas of Arizona, California, Georgia, and
Texas, with testing underway in eleven additional states.
Waymo is part of a rapidly growing field of autonomous
transportation companies, including Amazon’s Zoox and
Tesla’s Robotaxi.

Self-driving cars, or autonomous vehicles (AVs), are
capable of operating with reduced or no human
input. They manage all core driving tasks: sensing the
environment, controlling the vehicle, monitoring internal
systems, and navigation. The concept traces back to the
16th century, when Leonardo da Vinci designed a Source: Waymo
self-propelled cart powered by unwinding springs.

Modern AV development began in the 1950s, when General Motors equipped test vehicles with radar. Advanced driver-
assistance systems (ADAS) entered production cars in the 1970s with the introduction of anti-lock brakes—a precursor to
today’s collision-avoidance technologies such as blind-spot monitoring, electronic stability control, lane-departure warnings,
and adaptive cruise and traction control.

The first semi-autonomous car was developed in 1977 by the Tsukuba Mechanical Engineering Laboratory in Japan. It
navigated specially marked roads using two cameras feeding an onboard computer. U.S. AV research accelerated in
1984 when the Department of Defense funded Carnegie Mellon University’s Navlab, fueling breakthroughs in speed
management, collision avoidance, and night and off-road driving.

Google began AV development in 2009, outfitting 100 Toyota Priuses with digital mapping technology that incorporated
Google Street View imagery. Waymo later spun off as a standalone company and began testing vehicles without safety
drivers in 2017. In 2020, the company launched road tests in a geofenced area of Phoenix, with remote engineers able to
intervene if necessary.

Waymo vehicles use an integrated hardware suite that includes sensors, cameras, radar, and lidar. These systems provide
360-degree visibility, with lidar detecting objects as far as 980 feet away. Short-range lidar monitors the area near the
vehicle, while radar helps detect objects obscured by other cars and tracks movement. Waymo currently relies on modified
Jaguar |-Pace vehicles and plans to introduce Hyundai lonig 5 and Zeekr RT models. AV-specific hardware adds about
$100,000 to the cost of each vehicle.

Riders start trips using a button and have optional “help,” “lock,” and “pull over” controls. A passenger may sit in the front
right seat, and an onboard display shows real-time sensor data, including nearby pedestrians. The steering wheel moves as
the car drives autonomously. As of April 2025, Waymo reports more than 100 million fully autonomous miles driven and
over 450,000 paid rides per week.

Despite rapid growth, AVs face ongoing scrutiny. NHTSA crash data shows 1,160 incidents involving Waymo vehicles
between 2021 and August 2025. These incidents involved, but were not necessarily caused by, AVs. The dataset includes
one fatality and 78 injuries—four serious, eight moderate, and 66 minor.

Last year, Waymo issued a voluntary software recall after Texas officials documented ten cases in which its vehicles illegally
passed stopped school buses, some with lights flashing and stop arms extended. The Austin Independent School District
asked the company to halt operations near schools during pickup and drop-off times. Waymo deployed updated software,
but violations continued through December.

Two pet fatalities in San Francisco—in October and December—also raised concerns about the vehicles’ ability to reliably
detect smaller animals. According to NHTSA, Waymo AVs have been involved in at least 14 animal collisions since 2021.

Driver-assistance technologies requiring human oversight have also faced criticism. Tesla’s Autopilot and Full Self-Driving
(FSD) systems, which still require attentive drivers, have been tied to 65 fatalities between 2013 and October 2025, according
to NHTSA data.

AV advocates argue that overall safety benefits outweigh isolated incidents. Waymo cites data indicating its vehicles are
associated with 91% fewer serious-injury crashes than human-driven cars, as well as 92% fewer pedestrian injuries, 89%
fewer motorcycle injury crashes, and 78% fewer cyclist injuries.

Tampa’s Mayor Jane Castor supports the expansion, stating, “Welcoming Waymo's self-driving taxis to our streets marks
another step toward a safer, smarter, and more connected city. Innovation can improve people’s daily lives, and this
technology has the potential to do just that—expanding transportation options while reducing crashes and congestion.”

No date has been announced for the start of driverless commercial taxi service in Tampa Bay.
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CHURCH OF THE ISLES
Submitted by Patricia Thomas

There will be a hive of activity at Church of the Isles in early
2026 as contractors begin repairs to our church campus
following Hurricanes Helene and Milton. While you may see
dumpsters and commercial vehicles on site, please know
that we are open and warmly welcome you to join us for
Sunday Worship at 10am, Bible Study, Choir Practice (and
performances), and Fellowship.

IRB Greenfest is Church of the Isles’ annual community fair—
and one of the most fun events in Indian Rocks Beach! Mark
your calendars for March 21st from 1Tam-5pm.

The mission of IRB Greenfest is to bring the community together
in fellowship while supporting the sustainability of our town
through environmental education and awareness. Greenfest is
fun for the whole family! You'll find vendors offering eco-friendly
merchandise, nonprofits sharing important causes, great food,
music, and exciting learning opportunities.

Church of the Isles is an open and affirming congregation of
the United Church of Christ, serving the Indian Rocks Beach
community and west Pinellas County for more than 70 years.
For up-to-date information on IRB Greenfest, our church
calendar, and ongoing activities, please visit our website at
Churchofthelsles.org.

100% Focused on Providing Superior

'Ih #1 Indian Bo Beach Cuas I!nr.nr'r "fr'n:l e and 5 1r|1ur
Michael Perez o sssas iy

ndo Advisor 2012 Bex |1r You Need! .'l..|-|_--|_ i

(727) 422-6943 il Sk Lu‘ff“pi‘:&m.i;

Eeachliront Home-Indian Rocks Beach
2 dth Avenoe, Indian Rocks Eeach
4 Bedroam + Roof Top Studio 5.5 Bathrooms
Euilt in 2022, Contemporary Design, 3 Car Garage (Fits & Cars)
Heated Pool & Hot Tub, Roof Top Obzervation Deck
List Price 54,999 000

Waterfront Daplex - 2 Townhomes
601 and 605 Ind Street, Indian Rocks Beach
Total of & Beds & Full Baths 2 Half Baths, 6 Garages,
2 Boat Slips with Lifts, Tremendous Income Produacer
Sold Price 31,650,000

West Coast Vista of IRE
4 Guolf Boulevard #3-8, Indian Rocks Beach, FL
Baachiront 2 Bed 2 Bath 1,215 5qFt Condo
Heated Pool, Covered Farking, Weekly Rentals Permitied
Sold Price $795,000

lFahitian Towers of Indian Shores
15450 Gulf Blvd #503, Indian Shores, F1
Eeach Front Condo, 1 Bed 1 Bath
Completely Renovated, Folly Furndshed
Heated Swimming Fool, 30 Day Rentals Permitied
List Price $529.,000

Premier “wul_'h{_‘hx 19139 Gulf Blvd. Indian Shores, Fl

www.MikePerezHomes.com
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FRIENDS OF THE IRB LIBRARY
Submitted by Diane Daniel

We are excited to announce that the Indian Rocks Beach Library
will reopen in January! We'll have a festive grand opening event
and ribbon cutting on Saturday, Jan. 24, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Everyone is invited fo attend! On the same day, the library is
launching its monthly storytime series (details below). Thereatter,
we'll resume our normal operating hours, Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Please visit our fabulous new layout,
children’s area, computer workspace and of course our popular
second-hand bookstore. Make sure to see how we've enhanced
the children’s area thanks to a generous $15,000 donation from
the Rotary Club of IRB.

The library was also the recipient of another incredible grant that
will enhance our children’s reading program. In November we
received a $10,000 grant from McDonald’s Golden Grants to
fund our new Florida Explorers Storytime series. The yearlong
literacy and nature program will occur one Saturday per month.
The first two will be held on Jan. 24 and Feb. 28 at 11 a.m. in
Kolb Park across from the library. The full schedule will be posted
on our social media and in the city’s official calendar.

We continue fo work with the city fo refresh our Free Libraries
(Toke a Book-Leave a Book) with new structures. We've added
one, donated by Greentown Kids, that was installed ot the Indian
Rocks Beach Nature Preserve. We're also working on a new
structure at the 22nd Avenue location. Watch social media for
updates. (Facebook: Friends of IRB Library).

MILITARY ORDER OF WORLD WARS

The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of World Wars
meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Dunedin Golf
Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin. Social hour is at 11:30am
followed by lunch and a short program. Active duty, retired
or former Military Officers and their spouses are invited to
attend. RSVP for lunch by emailing SmithBK@comcast.net.

VACATION DONATIONS
Submitted by Diane Daniel

Condos and apartment complexes with vacation rentals,
we'd love to put one of our donation bins on your property
during high visitation season. We do all the work!! Visitors, if
you have leftover food you can’t take home with you, please
consider donating it to locals in need. To donate directly to
these pantries, visit www.vacationdonations.org/food. When
possible, Vacation Donations will pick up food at your rental.
Founder Diane Daniel is also looking for helpers to help collect
food. Hours are minimal and sporadic.

We accept unopened food and beverages, both perishables
(fresh) and nonperishables, such as canned and boxed goods.
You can also donate open containers of food if they have
casings, such as eggs, individually wrapped cheese singles, etc.
Donations will go to: Beach Community Food Pantry in IRB, and
occasionally Lifeline Ministries at St. Jerome Catholic Church
and Christ the King Lutheran Ministries in Largo. For pickup, bin
signup or volunteering, call or text Diane at

(727) 201-2333 or email VacationDonations@gmail.com.

Plan Ahead for Peace of Mind!

Save Money with Sunstar FirstCare

medical transportation bills.
) Covers 100% of copay & deductibles

Pinellas @
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Get the care you need without the worry of high

¢ Covers 20% of trips with no insurance®

Coverage
& Covers 50% of trips with insurance denial* effective
* Miedlcally Recessany: a specihe meccal need foe an smbularae, B0or Inom a rsedcal Taclity for madcal Treatment wang MeScane tandands iﬂ;::;?;;f
2026

Enroll to reduce costly ambulance transportation costs:
Annual Single Membership. .. 589 Annual Famlty Membership ... 5133

Visit www.pinellas.gov/firstcare or call
(727) 582-2008 for more information.
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FLORIDA BOTANICAL GARDENS
Submitted by Mia McCormick

Whether you're a longtime local or a seasonal visitor, the
Beach Art Center is your creative home in Indian Rocks
Beach. Our mission is simple: bring people together through
art, community, and hands-on experiences for all ages.

Discover painting, pottery, mixed media, and more through
our weekly instructor-led classes. Just visiting¢ Drop into one
of our popular Art on the Rocks workshops — fun, one-day
“make it and take it home” creative experiences perfect for
families, friends, and visitors looking to try something new
at the beach.

Join us for our next Gallery Show & Art Sale January 16th
from 6-8pm. Enjoy incredible local artwork, meet the arfists,
and support our nonprofit community art center.

Planning a meeting, workshop, party, or gathering? Our
beautiful gallery space is available to rent. With flexible
setups cm(?o welcoming coastal atmosphere, it's the perfect
backdrop for creative and community events.

Shop local and discover Indian Rocks Beach's only boutique
filled with handmade items from local artists. Find iewgry,
original paintings, pottery, scarves, children’s books, cards,
and unique Beach Art Center-branded items.

Stop by, get inspired, and experience creativity at the beach.

Beach Art Center — Where community and creativity meet.
Visit BeachArtCenter.org for more information.

INDIAN ROCKS
HISTORICAL MUSEUM

Submitted by Nan Jensen |

Discover the history and
stories of Indian Rocks
Beach and learn about
this  small, charming
beach town at the Indian |
Rocks Historical Museum. | &
Hours of operation are |4 &
10am-2pm Wednesday -
Saturday. The museum is located at 203 4th Avenue North.

Tour the Museum - If you are part of a group and are
inferested in arranging a tour, contact the museum at
(727) 593-3861 and leave your name and phone number.

On the Lookout for Volunteers - The museum is looking for
volunteers to serve as hosts during our open hours. Training
will be provided. Contact Carol McGlaughlin at

(727) 420-8662 if you are interested in becoming a volunteer.

WELCOME NEWCOMERS CLUB

This club is open to the women of Pinellas County; all are
welcome to come and socialize. Luncheons are held the first
Tuesday of each month at Belleair Country Club. There is
always a guest speaker or other entertainment with cards
following for those interested. Please contact Mary at

(727) 240-5372 with any questions.

Quality Flooring
Products at
Wholesale Pricing

Appointments Available
Evenings and Weekends

Free ln Humc Eshmatﬂs . Lul:li::;lli_',-r {}wned
Professional Installation Available on All Flooring Jobs

14680 118 Ave. N. #4, Largo | (727) 458-5975
Off Walsingham Road Just East of the Indian Rocks Beach Bridge

Wate rcmf' Luxu Vinylj

PlTnk . Watergmf .
Laminate = Waterproof

Hardwood Floorin
Stylish Porcelain Tile

All Available In
Stock Locally Today
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ACTION 2000
Submitted by Daryl Frahn

Oktoberfest - Kolb Park was bursting with energy on
Saturday, October 11th as IRB Action 2000 (A2K) and the
City of Indian Rocks Beach co-hosted another memorable
Oktoberfest on the Beach. Smiles, laughter, and hometown
pride filled the park — and thanks to your support, we
raised important funds to keep preserving and beautifying
our little corner of paradise!

A giant thank you to our incredible event sponsors — Crabby
Bill's, Attorney Patrick L. Smith, TBNWeekly, and The Seaside
Real Estate Store — and all the local businesses and residents
who support our mission. Your generosity covered everything
from fents and permits to entertainment and infrastructure.
You make a real difference in the quality of life here in IRB.

To our amazing volunteers, we can’t thank you enough.
Whether you set up, helped at booths, greeted visitors,
juggled logistics, or stayed late to clean up — you made
Oktoberfest shine. Once again, “it takes a village,” and what
a fantastic village we havel

Giving Back Gift Card Event - We love supporting the local
businesses that support us! Our annual 50% off Gift Card Event
was a huge hit — with cards selling out in just over an hour.
What a great way fo celebrate and support our hometown
favorites and provide a great discount for our residents!

2025 Projects

Two Royal Palms Donated - A2K donated two beautiful royal
palms at the Walsingham & Gulf entrance — a warm and
welcoming sight as you enter the city!

Utility Box Wraps - Have you noficed the vibrant wrapped
utility boxes around IRB2 Those are A2K’s design and donation,
created to blend into and enhance the natural landscape.

Butterfly Garden at City Hall - Newly replanted and already
buzzing with bees and butterflies! It's joyful to see this space
thriving again.

Looking Ahead to 2026

Several of our community projects were impacted by the storm,
and we're focused on restoring them stronger than ever.

Watch for updates on A2K meetings, volunteer days,
community events, and of course Oktoberfest 2026! Follow
us at Facebook.com/Action2000IRB and visit our website
IRBAction2000.com.

Valery Insurance Agency, Inc.
Educating Retiroes
on Their Medicare Oplions
Tranaiticn inlo Medicans™

Badicans Supplaments |
Prescription Drug Plans :q P‘LEEL
Life ! Final Expense

Long Term Care | Nursing
Shoat Tarm Medical Plans
Dantal, Visicn, Hearing

[OFFID

HEALTH
INSURANCE

2113 Gl Bivd
inciian Rlacks Boach, FLANTRE  Colatbe Val
(TIT)ET-BREE i, §

W valsryagency.com  cmihaienagencyom

ROTARY CLUB OF INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
Submitted by David Kline

The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach concluded its 23rd
annual Big Game Raffle on Sunday, December 7. The event
was held at Guilty Seas Sports Pub. We wish to offer our
gratitude to Guilty Sea for once again hosting the event.

Here are this year’s winning tickets:

Grand Prize - John Doctor - sold by Gulf Beaches Rotary
2nd Prize - Gary Hogan sold by Seminole Lake Satellite Rotary
3rd Prize - Brittany Smaridge - sold by IRB Rotary

4th Prize - Kervin Veaskey - sold by New Tampa Rotary

5th Prize - Tyler Koch - Sold by IRB Rotary

John Doctor, our grand Prize winner, will enjoy two tickets
to football’s biggest game, this year to be held at Levi's
Stadium in Santa Clara California, four nights lodging,
and $1000. Second through fifth place will receive $1000,
$500, $300 and $200 respectively. Congratulations to all!

We wish to thank all those supporters who purchased
chances this year. You are all winners. The proceeds from the
BGR and our other two fundraisers, Rotary Runs the Beach
and the Lou Gregor Memorial Pancake Breakfast allow us
to support the many charitable projects throughout the year.

The 7th annual ‘Rotary Runs/Rescues The Beach' takes place
on scenic Indian Rocks Beach March 14th with a 5K timed/
chipped race, 1-mile family fun run / walk or a virtual run this
year. Running on the beach is as beautiful as ever!

A special thanks to our main sponsor The Original Crabby
Bill's restaurant! Proceeds will benefit the Rotary Club of
Indian Rocks projects that support both local and international
causes within Rotary’s mission of “Service Above Self.”

The 5K Race and 1-Mile Fun Run:

Both start on the beach at the Rocks Beach Access on the
beach 1700 Gulf Beach Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach (Note:
There is a nominal fee for parking on site-pay at the kiosks-
or park on city streets for no fee.)

The 5K race begins at 8am  Chip timed, out andv back course
with medals for age-group winners, 10-year breakouts. Great
event for competitors as well as beginners.

The 1 miler begins at 8:05 am. Family friendly fun run, out &
back on the beach, no worries, not timed.

New this year is our Referral Program - refer 5 people and
receive a $20 refund! Once you register, you will receive a
confirmation email. That email will include a link for you to send
to your friends, a simple way to support this great fundraiser.

Early Packet Pick-up and In-person registration at “Guilty Sea”
located at 301 Gulf Boulevard, Indian Rocks Beach on March
13th and 14th from 3:30 pm to 7:00 pm.

Race Day packet pick-up and registration af the Indian Rocks
Beach Access, 1700 Gulf Blvd., from 7 am to 7:45 am.

Race T-shirts are not guaranteed if not registered before
February 25th.

After-party at Guilty Sea A free beverage is included for all
registrants. An all-you-can-eat buffet will be available af
the after party for $12.00 for registrants, family members,
and friends.
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