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PRESERVING PINELLAS I-IISTOYFOR 50 YEARS |

By Monica Drake, Historical Museum Operations Manager =P
ln 2026, Heritage Village will proudly celebrate its 50th

anniversary—an occasion that coincides with America’s | i
250th celebration. This dual milestone honors not only the “." ,
nation’s Semiquincentennial but also fifty years since the g
1976 Bicentennial movement that inspired the creation of
countless historical societies and open-air museums Across

the country, including Heritage Village itself.

A half-century of collecting, preserving, and sharing Pinellas
County’'s history is an extraordinary achievement, one that
continues to reflect the vision and dedication of the Village's
founding stakeholders. What follows is the story of how their commitment—and the momentum of the
Bicentennial—brought forth the county’s official museum, archives, and historical park.

The Spirit of the Bicentennial

The Pinellas County Historical Commission (PCHC) had been established years earlier, on February
21st, 1961, by resolution of the Board of County Commissioners under the authority of Florida Statute
Chapter 125.47. Although that statute was repealed in 1971, the Commission’s mission endured with
renewed purpose.

By 1975, with the nation’s Bicentennial on the horizon, the Commission recognized an opportunity to
translate national enthusiasm for history into a lasting local legacy. On April 15th, 1975, Mr. George
Gramling wrote to Mr. G. Leonard Pucci, Chairman of the PCHC, enclosing what he called *“the final
draft of our statement of purpose.” This document outlined “all the activities and potential activities
the historical commission should endeavor to undertake,” capturing both the national mood of
commemoration and the Commission’s local ambitions.

Ralph Reed with members of the
Junior League of Pinellas, 1975

- Continued on Page 6
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BELLEAIR AREA
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Inside, you will find articles and local
information about the nearby area
inside. We call it a Neighborhood
News Magoazine because it is about
your neighborhood. It is mailed to the
entire Belleair Area - a total of about
8,000 households - six times a year.

Do you need another copy of this
magazine? You may pick up additional
copies at all City Halls, Panera Bread,
UPS Store and the Belleair Market.
Call (813) 239-6862 if you need
more than a few.
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter.
We want your input. Did you like this
issue? What suggestions do you have
for future articles? Call or email us
with your comments. Follow us on
Facebook for ongoing local news.

Thank you for reading,

Lora and Pete Magnani

(813) 239-6862
Pete@MagriffProductions.com

SEE YOU AGAIN
IN FEBRUARY!

CITY NUMBERS

CITY OF BELLEAIR BLUFFS

www.belleairbluffs.org

Elfy Holl 2747 Sunset Blvd:
ire

MAYOR Chrls Arbutine, Sr

COMMISSIONERS —

Joseph A. Borkley, Il » Suzy Sofer
Karen Rafferty * ‘David Roberts

CITY OF BELLEAIR BEACH
www.cityofbelleairbeach.co

City Hall 444 Cqusewoy Blvd: 595-4646
Fire Dept: 595-1117
MAYOR - Dave Gattis

COUNCIL MEMBERS — Vice Mcyor Lloyd
Roberts * Frank Bankard ¢ Anders Weilings
Klmberly Shaw Elliott * Todd Harper Jog

Shirle

V\)IN OF BELLEAIR SHORE
www belleairshore.com
1200 Gulf Blvd, Belleair Shore 593 9296
Fire Dept: 595-1117
MAYOR: Steve Blume
COMMISSIONERS — Vice Moyor Daniel
Storje * Mike Tolbert * Robin Lally
TOWN OF BELLEAIR TownofBelleclr com
901 Ponce de Leon Blvd, Belleair 288 3769

Fire Dept 95-1117

Pollce 588-3769
OR Mlke Wilkinson

COMMlSSIONERS - Deputy  Mayor Tom

Shelly « Todd Jennings ¢ "Patricia Barris
Thomas Kell

CITY OF LA \ﬁGO www.Largo.com

201 _Highland Ave Info: 587-6700
Fire Dept: 587-6714
Police: 586-7427
MAYOR - Woody Brow

COMMISSIONERS - Michael Smith « Curtis

Holmes ¢ Mike DiBrizzi ¢ John L
Donna Holck ¢ Chris Johnson

SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200

auser

SHERIFF DISPATCH 582-6177
DUKE POWER 443-2641
BELLEAIR REC CENTER 518-3728

BELLEAIR FINE ARTS SOCIETY 934-4304

BELLEAIR SOCIAL CLUB 585-9633
BELLEAIR BRIDGE GROUP 669-5283

BELLEAIR ROTARY CLUB
Dana For 481-8214

BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB
President Sandra Sockwell 256-710-8197

BELLEAIR BEACH ISLAND GARDEN CLUB
Marjorie Rose 238-8691

BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Kathy Hefele, President 281-802-2171

BELLEAIR BEACH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB
Jewels Chandler, President 743-1708

BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Larry Bell 644-9197
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB 316-5504
CLEARWATER SAILING 517-7776
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES 464-3377
Chris Latvala 464-3278

STATE:

Senator Nick DiCeglie 850-487-5018
Republican, Dist. 18

3637 Fourth St. N,, Ste 101 St. Pete
DiCeglie.Nick.web@flsenate.gov
Rep. Kimberly Berfield

Republican, District 58

2189 Cleveland St. Suite 229
Ron.Ogden@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Ron DeSantis
Ron.DeSantis@myflorida.com

FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Ashley Moody 202-224-3041
www.Moody.Senate.gov

Rick Scoft . . . ........ 202-224-5274
www.RickScott.Senate.gov

AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Anna Paulina Luna 202-225-5961
Republican, District 13

1201 Gandy Blvd N., St Petersburg
Luna.House.gov

351-8820

CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS

As always, this is subject to change.

DECEMBER Dunedin Chanukah Festival 30
ReliaQuest Bowl 31
%ber Monday Shopping 1 Light It Up Clearwater 31
IRBnéthnos att _lt_e P|OLZC| Eelleclr Bluffs 451 New Year’s Eve 31
ristmas Tree Lighting
Reindeer Lane at Countryside Rec 6 JANUARY
Belleair Bluffs Tree nghhng 6 New Year’s Day 1
Town of Belleair Holiday Parade 6 Ringling Brothers Circus 2-4
IRB Christmas Street P orode Holiday Lights in the Gardens Ends 3
Largo Holiday Tree Lighting cmd Stroll 7 Dunedin Craft Festival 3.4
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day Publlc Shool Starts 5
Clearwater Holiday Parade 9 6
Clearwater Yacht Club Boat Parade13 [\ﬁ:fwﬂdcgrd Games Beagin  10-11
Hanukkah 1422 Harlem Globetrotters at USF 11
%'Y Christmas Sweater Day 19 St Pete Power and Sailboat Show 16-19
IRB Lighted Boat Parade 20 NFL Division Chomplonshlps 17-18
Largo Christmas Parade 20 Martin Luther King, Jr. 19
First Day of Winter 21 Gasparilla Children’s Porode 24
Breakfast with Santa CMA 21 PinellasMedevil FairDKFarmsBegins 24
Public Schools Close 22 Pinellas Park TacoFest 4-25
(B:g;’:rifmlgz Day %2 EFL Corlwlfergnce (l::hcmplonshlps %?
Relia uesf Bowl Beach Day 29 asparilla Pirate Fest

More details for items highlighted in red can be found in the Bar/Restaurant
News, Business Briefs, Community News or Holiday Events Sections
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$ave flooring and
landscaping -
ask about pipe relining

Quality materials & workmanship
for all jobs big or small!

We are here
for you.
Walk in hours.
Mo appointment
required.

T27-585-5682
Monday-Friday 8 am-5:30 pm
Saturday 8 am-12 pm
info@bluffsanimal.com
320 M. Indian Rocks Road
Belleair Bluffs

REMEMBERING DR. POWELL

With heavy hearts, Clearwater Marine
Aquarium recently announced the passing of
Dr. James “Buddy” Powell, Chief Zoological
Officer of Clearwater Marine Aquarium and
Executive Director of Clearwater Marine
Aquarium Research Institute (CMARI). Powell
passed away Saturday, July 19, following a
brief illness.

For more than 50 years, Dr. Powell worked [®
to protect manatees and other endangered [ B
species such as North Atlantic Right whales and sea fur‘rles
around the world through science and education. With an
integrated approach to unlock solutions for conservation
issues, his efforts have resulted in coastal protected areas
in Florida, West Africa, Belize, and Cuba.

Dr. Powell’s legacy lives on through the research and
conservation efforts that he helped lead at CMA and
around the world.

SUGAR SAND FESTIVAL RETURNS The countdown
is officially on! Just one month until tickets go on sale for
the 2026 Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival presented by Visit St.
Pete-Clearwater. More than 1,000 tons of Clearwater Beach
sand will be transformed into a stunning sand sculpture
museum featuring the theme, “United in Sand: Celebrating
Sports & Spirit!” The Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival returns to
Clearwater Beach March 27th - April 12th.

WHAT'S IN A NAME?

Bob Griffin, local historian (and
former publisher of this news
magazine) will be the guest
speaker af the monthly meeting of
the Clearwater Historical Museum,

Wednesday, December 10th.
Where did the name
“Clearwater” come from?2 For
that matter, America, Florida,
Pinellas, and others.

Griffin is developing a book that researches the name origins
of hundreds of cities in Pinellas and the state of Florida.
Plan to attend his presentation at their monthly meeting. It
begins at 6pm.

For more information, visit ClearwaterHistoricalSociety.org
or call (727) 754-8019.

The museum is located at 610 South Fort Harrison Avenue
in Downtown Clearwater.

FLRIDA

ATM SCAM If you are at an automated teller machine
and cannot put your card in because it is jammed, go
to another location. There is a new scam where suspects
have intentionally jammed ATM machines with quarters,
metal, or paper so that people cannot access them. Then
the suspects - posing as good Samaritans - offer to help
by showing them how to use the tap function instead of
inserting your card. They take your card, tap it, switch it out
with another stolen card, onJ hand it back to you, while
also memorizing your PIN. Then the suspects head out to
other locations to use your card and steal your money.
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NEW GIRL SCOUT COOKIE While earning the Exploration
Merit Badge, Girl Scouts study real-life explorers who made their
mark in the wild or in science while the scouts plan an expedition
of their own. The spirit of discovery is reflected in the Girl Scouts’
latest cookie offering — the “Exploremores.”

The decadent cookie is inspired by rocky road ice cream, filled
with chocolate, marshmallow, and toasted almond cream
sandwiched between two chocolate wafers. Exploremores will
be available during the 2026 Girl Scout Cookie Season, which
runs from January-April.

Every purchase helps fund the Girl Scout program, it
supports girls in developing leadership and entrepreneurial
skills and learning goal setting, decision-making, money
management, and business ethics. Text “COOKIES” to
59618 for more information.

BEACH RENOURISHMENT For the first time since 2018,
Pinellas County has begun beach renourishment along its
barrier islands to strengthen the coast against future storms.
But the county is proceeding without financial support from
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which now requires all
beachfront property owners to grant ongoing public access
to their property. The Army Corps historically picked up 65%
of the cost.

Providing access has been revisited with only 80% of property
owners having complied with temporary agreements. So,
for the first time, the county is paying the entire bill: $125.7
million. The county is using Tourism Development Tax dollars
and $14.2 million in grant reimbursement from the state to
cover the cost.

Beach renourishment extends the depth of the beach to absorb
effects from future storms. It replaces sand that has washed
away by pumping sand from offshore or elsewhere onto the
beach. The project will span Sand Key, from Clearwater Beach
to North Redington Beach, and Treasure Island and Upham
Beach. The total project is expected to require more than
2.5 million cubic yards of sand, an amount that would fill St.
Petersburg’s Dali Museum more than 40 times.

OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN FEBRUARY |[f you need another
copy of this magazine, pick one up at all City Halls, Panera
Bread, The UPS Store and Belleair Market. If you need more
than a few, call (813) 361-7376.

Read this issue and others at BeachNewsletters.com.
Follow us on Facebook for local news.

22227
LARGO FEED

& PET SUPPLY\

210'W. Bay Drive 727-581-8743 \

We Carry a Wide Variety of Premium
Dog & Cat Foods and Supplies, \

plus Wild Bird Seed, Chicken Feed,
Fish Food, and Insecticides. \

\

Stop m-mm:rmﬁmmemrmmmmr~

Sterff arswer qny queesitons vou maay have

Maonecry-Frickry Sam-Gpim, Sorrdkny Seen-Jpwr
gy o0

The Belleair Market Family
Four I.u_n_:_aﬁ_qns to S_grve You

-

Bebleakr Market 510 Indian Rocics Rd N, Belleair Bhuffs
Bpdleair Cafe 2601 Jewell Rd, Bellealr Bhuffs
Belbealr Hideaway 550 Indian Rocks Rd N, Betleair Bluffs
Belleair Market John's Fass 111 Boardwalk MW
Linit 103, Madeira Beach
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Heritage Village, contmued

Reflecting on

the Bicentennial
spirit, Gramling
observed: “Today
America is
experiencing a
renaissance, d
period of arfistic
and intellectual
revival. There is a
reawakened public
curiosity about the
past...museums
and national
monuments

report remarkable
increases in attendance.”

House of Seven Gables in transit -1976

In his letter, Gramling underscorved the enduring value
of preservation, quoting George Brown Goode of the
Smithsonian Institution, who in 1881 defined a museum’s
purpose as preserving “the phenomena of nature and the
works of man.” Guided by that philosophy, Gramling and
the PCHC envisioned a county museum of record, research,
and education—one that would preserve “the material
foundations of knowledge, especially the materials relating to
Pinellas County and the West Coast of Florida.”

A Museum in the Making

By the mid-1970s, that vision was taking shape. Two urgent
needs propelled the effort forward.

The first was the inadequate condition of the existing Pinellas
County Museum and Archives, then located in the basement
of the old county courthouse. Since 1961, County Historian
Ralph Reed, working closely with the Junior League of
Clearwater, had been collecting and cataloging artifacts
that documented the county’s past. By 1975, however, the
cramped basement quarters were overflowing and ill-suited
for a growing collection.

The second need arose from the imminent threat to two
historic homes facing demolition amid new development. The
Junior League of Clearwater played a leading role in saving
the Henry B. Plant Home, initially proposing a%istorical site to
the City of Clearwater. Although the city expressed interest, it
ultimately had neither land nor funds to support the idea.

Undeterred, the Junior League joined forces with the Pinellas
County Historical Commission to find an alternative. Pinellas
County proposed a 10-acre tract of land, $30,000, and
two frame houses facing the courthouse; the Junior League
committed $30,000 and the Henry B. Plant home.

Overcoming Obstacles and Gaining Recognition

Progress, however, met resistance. The Greater Clearwater
Chamber of Commerce initially objected to moving the museum
outside the city. Gramling urged cooperation and warned that
“the deadline for submitting projects for the Bicentennial funds
was rapidly approaching.” Despite opposition, the PCHC
persisted and ultimately secured a $25,000 Bicentennial
grant—the second-largest awarded in Florida.

Less than a month later, on September 24th, 1975, a lefter
confirmed that the Pinellas County Historical Commission’s
project—then called Heritage Park—had been designated an
official Bicentennial Project by the State Bicentennial Committee.

Ribbon cutting at Plant Summer House - 1976

By March 1976, the St. Petersburg Times announced that the
County Commission had “approved $60,000 to construct a
temporary Florida Cracker-style building to house the new
museum.” Soon after, the Plant-Sumner House and the House
of Seven Gables were relocated to the site.

A Vision Realized

On March 31st, 1976, community members and county
leaders gathered for the dedication of the new open-air
museum. At the ceremony, County Commission Chair Don
Jones captured the sentiment of the moment: “This museum is
honoring those people in the past who were good enough to
work for the future.”

That vision proved enduring. Today, Heritage Village spans 21
acres, encompassing 23 historicstructures, eight reproductions,
more than 20,000 artifacts, and tens of thousands of archival
photographs, maps, postcards, and special collections.

As Heritage Village approaches its 50th anniversary—alongside
America’s  Semiquincentennial—Pinellas County’s Board of
County Commissioners and community stakeholders continue
to uphold its founding purpose: to serve as “a museum of
record, research, and education—dedicated to preserving the
material foundations of knowledge, especially those relating to
Pinellas County and the West Coast of Florida.”

To honor this milestone,
Heritage Village will
celebrate with programming,
events, and exhibits that
explore our local history
within  the framework of
our nation’s history. Our
signature  program, The
Power of Place Oral History
Inititiave, aims to capture
and preserve stories from the
Pinellas County community
in collaboration with local
organizations. The initiative
honors the past and creates
a legacy, demonstrating that
every voice contributes to America’s story and fosters connection
for future generations.

George Gramling, Leonard Pucci,
Ralph Reed, and E. Reinhold Rogers
in the Country Store built by
the Junior League - 1979

For more information on particpating in The Power of Place
Oral History Initiative, please contact Monica Drake at
MMDrake@pinellas.gov.

Photos courtesy of Heritage Village Library & Archives Special Collection.
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MFORT & JoY
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T2T-421-4230

24 Hour
Emergency

“TEB Service
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RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL

121-996-5663
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All Plumbing Repairs
Water Heater Repair & Replacement
Faucet and Fixture Repair & Installation
Water & Sewer Line Replacement
Sewaer & Drain Cleaning

$10 OFF Any Service!

Licensad + Bonded + Indured » Sanlor DEcownts « Estimates

RF1 1067200 Serving Al of Pinellos County
ce5a1 for 50 ywars

12920 Walsingham Rd Largo

RETIRE? WHAT’'S THAT? WHY?

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

For Baby Boomers born in 1955, an
average life expectancy for a man
was 66.7 and a woman was 72.8 |-
years, but how things have changed. |
The Center for Retirement Research |#
says the average life expectancy is
three years longer than it was just
35 years ago. Today about 19.3
percent of those 65 and older
are still working, according to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, and 8.2
of those age 75 and older are still |
in the labor force. WHAT2 Why not ||
retire rather than continue to work?

Mcke no mistake, many are
retiring, but some work well into
their 70s and beyond. Back in the
good old days, a retiree got a pension for life and then at age
65 a full Social Security benefit. Today, pensions have been
mostly replaced by 4071k plans, and the Full Retirement Age
is now 67.

From a financial perspective many have not saved as much
as they should have since the average 65-year-old couple has
$600,000 (not bad), but the median is only $200,000. “Do
| have enough?” is a common refrain along with a concern
about voldatility in the stock market. Then there is that nasty
word “inflation” that is keeping people in the workforce longer.
As a result, many who have retired have been forced to go
back to work.

On the non-financial side, you will find that those who are
better educated have not had to physically work as hard, so
the body is holding up better and they still feel young and
ready to go. “What else am | going to do?,” is a common
statement. Americans are living longer thanks to increasingly
better medical advancements and care and a healthier lifestyle.

There are those that just love what they do, find the great
social intercourse from others at work to be a significant part
of their life, and do not know what they would do if they did
retire. There are many entrepreneurs who just have it in their
blood to work because they really love business and people.

To our way of thinking, retirement is defined by work becoming
optional and the most important element of success is having
a financial roadmap to help you get there. Toke advantage of
our one-hour complementary consultation in our Clearwater
office or by Zoom to start charting your chosen retirement plan.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Founder and Executive Chair
ProVise Management Group, LLC

611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022, Info@Provise.com

Financial planning for your life and your lifestyle

PROVIS

4 MANAGEMENT GROUP

The information herein is general and educational in nature and
should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations
are complex and are subject to change.

Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
The Turkish Flame
Mediterranean Restaurant
opened in September 2024 in
the space previously occupied
by Casa ltalia. Um?/ortuno’rely,
that new restaurant feeling
was cut short by Hurricane [ i
Helene. After being completely |~
flooded, owners Borah
Caliskan and Melis Sinoglu,
had to start from scratch.
With a lot of hard work, they
reﬂaened by Thanksgiving
are now celebrating one
year in business on Indian
Rocks Beach.

The eatery serves authentic
Turkish  and  Mediterranean
cuisine for lunch and dinner,
from savory kebabs and freshly
baked flatbreads to falafel and
Babaganouj. Turkish Flame is |
open Sunday — Thursday from E=————

1Tam-9pm and Friday — Saturday from 1 1cm 9:30pm. Visit
TurkishFlame.com for more information or to view the menu.

TEASER ALERT It has been over a year since hurricanes
Helene and Milton tore through Indian Rocks Beach, leaving
some businesses unable to reopen. Sandy’s Restaurant, at
2300 Gulf Blvd, closed permanently when a tree fell on the
roof, causing significant structural damage. It will not sit
empty much longer, however.

Xavier and Valerie De Marchi, the owners of Café De Paris,
have decided to do something with the vacant restaurant. It
is still unclear what direction they will go, but if it is as good
as their pastries and crepes, Indian Rocks Beach is in for
a real treat. For more information, call (727) 593-0277 or
follow Café de Paris on Facebook.

COMING SOON Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers is nearly
ready to open its newest location at 10500 Ulmerton Road in
Largo Mall where Red Lobster once resided. Raising Cane's
is an American fast-casual chain specializing in chicken
fingers, usually accompanied by their signature Cane’s
Sauce, and thick Texas toast.

The chain was founded in 1996 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
by Todd Graves and Craig Silvey. This is the fifth location in
Tampa Bay. While construction continues at the new location,
customers can visit their Clearwater locations at 2525 Gulf
to Bay Blvd and 4835 East Bay Drive. For more information
or to view the menu, visit RaisingCanes.com

NEW RESTAURANT IN CLEARWATER The District
Bistro, at 412 Cleveland Street in the heart of Downtown
Clearwater, is a modern American bistro that is bringing a
fresh take on comfort and craft. They are a certified Seed
Oil-free restaurant. The menu showcases craft burgers,
hand-cut steaks, and seasonal favorites. They also have a
full bar serving craft cocktails.

They are open seven days a week, Monday and Sunday
from 11am-9pm and Tuesday-Saturday 11am-10pm. For
more information, call (727) 221-5641.
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NEW BEGINNING
FOR O’KEEFE’S
O’Keefe’'s  Tavern, at
1219 S. Fort Harrison
Avenue on the corner of
Grand Central Street, will
be relocating. The tavern,
which has been family-
owned and operated
since 1961, will be
demolished to make way
for a five-story, 82-unit
apartment complex with a
two-story parking garage.

In August, O’Keefe’s ownership posted a message on
Facebook advising the “timeline is uncertain, and its
business as usual for now...When the time comes, we'll
be moving just down the road to a new location where the
spirit, history, and hospitality of O’Keefe’s will live on.”

Follow them on Facebook for updates.

SISTER STORE OPENS Shorty’s Breakfast and Gourmet
Deli, located at 1261 Gulf Blvd in the Shoppes of Sand
Key Plaza, recently opened a sister restaurant, Shorty’s
Cuisine, at 1444 Soutﬁ Belcher Road. The new restaurant
offers dine-in and takeout service for breakfast, lunch, and
dinner with seating for around 75 guests. They can expect
scratch-made American cuisine featuring Boar’s Head
meats and bagels brought in from New York. Beer and
wine are also available.

For more information, visit ShortysontheDeck.com.

CITY HALL EATS Horizon West Bay, Largo’s new mixed-
use city hall, located on the 400 block of West Bay Drive,
has signed deals with three restaurants/shops that will fill
the street level storefronts. Parlor Doughnuts, Strachan’s
Ice Cream & Desserts, and Louis Pappas Fresh Greek will
welcome customers and city employees in 2026.

Parlor House, a national doughnut chain with a location on
South Clearwater Beach, was the first to sign and will be
open when city hall employees relocate to the new location.
Louis Pappas and Strachan’s are in the permitting process
for construction.

For more information about Horizon West Bay, visit
DowntownlLargo.com or Largo.com.

WELCOME BACK After a twenty-year hiatus, the Texas-
based burger chain WhatABurger, has returned to Tampa
Bay and will be opening the first of eight planned locations
near the Largo Mall. The company originally expanded into
Tampa Bay in the early 2000s, but closed those locations
several years later. The new location at 10150 Ulmerton
Road, previously occupied by Joella’s Hot Chicken, will
feature a drive-thru, seat 62 patrons, and offer 24-hour
service. WhatABurger is known for its iconic five-inch
burgers but now also offers other fan favorites including
breakfast, customizable sandwiches, creamy pepper sauce,
and spicy ketchup condiments. The new location is set to
open in February 2026.

RESTAURANT NEWS WANTED If your restaurant has
news or an upcoming event we can include in this News
Magazine, please e-mail Lora@MagriffProductions.com or
call (813) 361-7376.

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Call To Schedule Your

Free Skin Cancer Screening!

New Patients Only
Offer Expires 2/28/26
Code - BEN

Florida ))ermatology

ANMD SKEIN CANCER CENTERS

EXPERIENCE THE MOHS FELLOWSHIP DIFFERENCE

Grust is mone than skin deep

www. FLDSCC.com

Belleair
727446.6217
609 Indian Rocks Rd.,
Belleair, FL 33756
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THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE:
FROM ANCIENT TRADITIONS TO MODERN LIGHTS

By Pete Magnani, Publisher

The twinkling Christmas tree, a centerpiece of holiday celebration across the world,
has a story that stretches back thousands of years. Long before it became a Christian
symbol of io‘?/ and togetherness, evergreens represented hope and renewal for ancient
cwvilizations tacing the darkness of winter.

Ancient Roots: Evergreens and the Solstice

Before the advent of Christianity, people treasured plants that remained green throughout
the year. During the harsh winter months, evergreens symbolized life’s endurance and
protection against dark forces. Ancient cultures believed that hanging evergreen boughs
above doors and windows could keep away witches, ghosts, and illness.

* Inthe Northern Hemisphere, the winter solstice - the shortest day and longest night
of the year, around December 21st or 22nd - was a time of celebration. Many
believed the sun was a god who grew weak in winter and regained strength at the
solstice. Evergreens were a reminder that life would return with the sun’s warmth.

* In Egypt, people honored the sun god Ra, by decorating their homes with green
palms and papyrus reeds as symbols of life’s triumph over death.

* In ancient Rome, citizens celebrated Saturnalia, a festival for the god of agriculture,
Saturn, decorating their homes and temples with evergreen branches.

* In northern Europe, Druids—priests of the Celts—adorned their temples with
evergreens as symbols of everlasting life, while Vikings revered mistletoe for its
role in their mythology.

Germany: The Birthplace of the Modern Christmas Tree

The Christmas tree, as we know it, began in Germany in the 16th century. Devout Christians brought decorated trees into
their homes, and when wood was scarce, some built wooden pyramids and decorated them with evergreens and candles.
According to legend, Martin Luther, the Protestant reformer, was the first to add lighted candles to a Christmas tree. Walking
home one winter night, he was inspired by the brilliance of stars twinkling among the evergreens and recreated the scene
for his family.

The Christmas Tree Comes to America

In the early 1800s, most Americans saw Christmas trees as foreign or even pagan. Though German immigrants in Pennsylvania
had been setting up Christmas trees since at least the 1820s, the practice was slow to spread. The Puritans, who settled in New
England, considered Christmas celebrations to be frivolous and unholy. In 1659, Massachusetts even passed a law making it
a punishable offense to celebrate Christmas with decorations.

This attitude began to change in the mid-19th century. In 1846, Queen Victoria and her German husband, Prince Albert, were
depicted in the lllustrated London News standing beside a beautifully decorated Christmas tree with their children. The royal
couple’s popularity made the tree a fashionable centerpiece of Christmas celebrations—first in Britain, then in America.

From Candlelight to Electric Glow

By the 1890s, imported glass ornaments from Germany and homemade decorations made Christmas trees increasingly
popular in the United States. Americans preferred taller, more elaborate trees than their European counterparts, often
reaching from floor to ceiling.

The invention of electric Christmas lights in the early 20th century transformed the tradition. No longer limited by candle
flames, families could safely keep their trees lit for days on end. Soon, Christmas trees began appearing in public squares
and became a defining feature of the American holiday season.

The Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree

One of the world’s most iconic holiday symbols, the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree in New York City, began humbly
during the Great Depression. In 1931, construction workers at the Rockefeller Center site set up a small, undecorated tree
to lift their spirits. Two years later, the first officially lit tree appeared—and a new tradition was born.

This year, the tree is a 75-foot Norway spruce from East Greenbush, NY, donated by the Russ family. It will be decorated
with 50,000 LED lights and topped with a Swarovski star.

Evergreen Facts and Fun Traditions
* A freshly cut Christmas tree can absorb up to three quarts of water per day during its first week indoors.
* Tinsel, once made from lead foil, was replaced by plastic in the 1970s for safety reasons.
* The most popular Christmas tree varieties in the U.S. include the Scotch Pine, Douglas Fir, Fraser Fir, Balsam Fir, and
Blue Spruce.
A Living Symbol of Hope
From ancient solstice rituals to modern city lightings, the Christmas tree has always stood as a symbol of life, renewal,

and hope in the darkest days of winter. Whether adorned with candles, electric lights, or cherished family ornaments, the
evergreen tree continues to bring warmth, joy, and a touch of magic to homes and hearts around the world.
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PET OF THE ISSUE - MEET MURPHY: BELLEAIR’S BELOVED “MAYOR

By Yamile Haibi, Blue Merle Pet Photography

This month’s Pet of the Issue is none other than Murphy, a 12-year-old West Highland White
Terrier with a big personality and an even bigger heart. Born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, Murphy
made Florida his home at just four months old - and he’s been winning hearts ever since.

“Known fondly as ‘The Mayor’ of our street, Murphy takes his duties very seriously,” says Mike
Burgauer, Murphy’s dad. “From his perch in the driveway, he areefs every passerby - human
and canine alike. He was even re-elected last year, complete with his very own campaign sign!”
“Murphy’s adventurous side comes out when he cruises around town in his convertible Mini Cooper.
Sporting two sefs of protective goggles, he loves feeling the wind in his fur as he waves fo everyone he
passes,” says Burgauer.

Murphy isn't just a local celebrity - he's a registered therapy dog. He brings smiles and comfort to
nursing facilities, where residents always remember him, even if they forget our names!

When he's not working, Murphy enjoys dog-friendly restaurants and
breweries, with a particular fondness for Dunedin - affectionately
renamed Dogedin in his honor. One lucky restaurant even served
him a doily-lined plate of treats!

At home, Murphy’s style is on point. His personal cabinet is stocked with treats, bandanas,
and festive ouffits - over 30 holiday-themed selections to match any occasion. And yes, he's
a dedicated fan of his favorite sports teams too!

If you're in the Belleair Bluffs area, don’t miss the chance to meet THE MAYOR in person
- Murphy guarantees a tail wag, a friendly greeting, and maybe even a little political
campaigning of his own.

Want your furry friend to be featured as our next Pet of the Issue? Enter now at
contest.bluemerlephoto.com

Show off your pet's personality to the Belleair community - they could be the next star!

Photos by Blue Merle Photography, specializing in custom portraits of pets and their people that
capture your furry companion'’s personality, charm, and quirks. Call (305) 801-6232, visit
www.BlueMerlePhoto.com, or email: info@bluemerlephoto.com for more information.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Last Month, local landscape
designer Randy Lee and his
team from Landscapes By
Randy Lee Inc. were recognized
with two gold awards and one
silver award in the Design/
Build category for projects
in  Pinellas  County  from
the National  Association
of Landscape Professionals
(NALP) at the annual Elevate
conference in Phoenix, Arizona.
“The  National  Association
of Landscape Professionals’
Awards of Excellence recognize
outstanding projects in commercial and residential lawn
care and landscape contracting, management, and design.
Projects range in size and scope from less than $25K to
more than $1M.”

Randy Lee launched Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. over
35 years ago and has created award winning landscapes
from the company’s beginning. Landscapes By Randy
Lee, Inc. has won several beautification awards in Pinellas
County where Randy was born and raised. He is a certified,
licensed and bonded landscape designer and contractor.
Using a hand-selected team of landscape professionals,
they provide expert, artistic, and functional exterior and
landscape designs on time and on budget.

For more information on what Landscapes By Randy Lee can
offer, visit LandscapesByRL.com.

BOWLING, BOUNCING, BEVERAGES, AND MORE
A new indoor entertainment center for kids and adults
opened at the Countryside Mall in Clearwater in July.
Launch Family Entertainment, a Rhode Island based indoor
family entertainment franchise, opened a new center in the
mall that features an arcade, bowling alley, trampolines,
laser tag, virtual reality games, a “ninja” oﬁs’racle course,
and a restaurant and bar. GameTime, a Florida based
entertainment group was previously expected to open in the
space; however, those plans fell through.

The general admission prices start at $24.99 with bundles
based on attractions and activities with time limits including
an hour of bowling or a two-hour-long Action Pass. Visit
LaunchFamilyEntertainment.com.

OUR CHILDREN HAVE RIGHTS RECOGNIZED
The DeBartolo Family Foundation awarded Our Children
Have Rights.org (OCHR) with the prestigious “Spirit of
Humanity Award” and $25,000. The award recognizes
OCHR’s child custody and co-parenting workshops, offered
at no cost to families and community organizations.

OCHR's strategies create structure, allowing single parents
to confidently commit to education and training programs
knowing that childcare duties have been addressed. Their
workshops showcase early childhood resources like Turbo
Babies, R'Club Child Care, and Evara Health Institute.

BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If your company has news or
an upcoming event we can include in this News Magazine,
please e-mail Lora@MagriffProductions.com or call

(813) 361-7376.
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Business Bricfs

BEST BEACH RESTAURANTS e
MAGAZINE This free magaozine
highlights many of the best
restaurants on the Pinellas Beaches.
The September - February issue is
out now. It is available at every hotel, &
motel, and accommodation on the
beaches. You can also pick one up in
a few locations: CVS in Indian Rocks
Beach, The Beach Welcome Center, :
Panera on West Bay Drive, Shorty’s S5
in the Shoppes of Sand Key, and area [
restaurants. This is the 56th issue.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY Palm Legal is celebrating its
5th year of business, serving local clients in the areas of
Business, Nonprofit, and Estate Planning law. Owner
and Managing Attorney, Allie DeVore, lives and works in
Indian Rocks Beach. She enjoys getting to know clients on
a personal level while helping them plan and protect the
things most important to them. Palm Legal helps small
businesses and nonprofits every step of the way with their
transactional legal needs.

Palm Legal will offer flat fee comprehensive packages to
help keep businesses and nonprofits be in compliance
with the latest laws and best practices. Over the years,
Palm Legal has helped many nonprofits form and obtain
tax-exempt status. DeVore offers 501(c)(3) Nonprofit
Board Orientation Presentations to local organizations to
educate directors. Palm Legal also serves clients with all of
their estate planning needs including wills, trusts, durable
powers of attorney, and medical directives.

Schedule a free consultation at PalmLegalFlorida.com or
email Allie@PalmLegalFlorida.com.

BUSINESS FOR SALE After 15 years in business, Old
Florida Cigar and Bait Company owner Tim Chase has
decided it is time to retire. The business, located at 1401
Gulf Blvd, is now for sale.

The store provides anglers and cigar connoisseurs with an
assortment of fishing gear, bait, and Tampa’s famous hand-
rolled cigars. It is open seven days a week from éam-sunset.
For more information, call (727) 260-9009 or follow them on
Facebook. Parties interested in purchasing the business can
call Stewart DeVore, Remax Reality, at (727) 434-9468.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL TOURNAMENT The Annika
driven by Gainbridge wrapped up another successful year
at Pelican Golf Club, located at 1501 Indian Rocks Road,
last month. This year’s winner was 26-year-old Linn Grant
from Sweden, the first Swede to win the tournament. Grant
is now a two-time winner on the LPGA and one of four
Swedes to win on tour this season.

The purse for the tournament was a hefty $3.25 million.
Coming in at a -19, Grant took home $487,500. Rounding
out second and third were Jennifer Kupcho with a -16 and
Gabby Lopez with a -15.

Another highlight of the tournament was the return of
Indiana Fever point guard and WNBA star Caitlin Clark.
She played the front nine with defending champion Nelly
Korda at the Pro-Am before the tournament began. She
then finished the inward nine with Northwestern University
All-American sponsor invite, Lauryn Nguyen.
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THE HIDDEN TOLL OF ISOLATION

By Alison Ross Tompkins, Broker Associate for
Coldwell Banker

As the holidays approach, many older adults
feel the sting of loneliness. While others gather
with loved ones, some seniors spend quiet
days alone - feeling disconnected, bored,
and forgotten. This isn't just emotionally
painful - it can be physically harmful.

Loneliness and boredom can be as deadly
as smoking.

Research shows that chronic isolation
increases the risk of heart disease, depression, and cognitive
decline. The effects are real - and they’re serious.

Why the Holidays Feel Harder

This season often magnifies feelings of loss. Whether it’s the
absence of a spouse, children living far away, or fewer social
connections, the holidays can feel more like a reminder of
what’s missing than a celebration.

You're not alone in feeling this way. Many older adults report
increased sadness, anxiety, and even physical symptoms
during the holidays. But there is hope - and there are options.
From Isolation to Connection
Imagine spending the holidays surrounded by friends,
laughter, and meaningful activities. That's the reality for many
who've moved to a Continuing Care Retirement Community
(CCRC). These vibrant communities offer festive events,
shared meals, and opportunities to build lasting friendships.
Instead of watching the days go by, residents find purpose.
They volunteer, travel, and participate in engaging programs.
The change isn't just emotional - it’s life-enhancing.
You Don’t Have to Do It Alone
Making a move can feel overwhelming. That’s why I've built
a trusted transition network - a team of professionals who
specialize in helping older adults navigate life changes with
confidence. This includes:

¢ Estate and elder law attorneys

* Financial advisors

e Senior living consultants

¢ Professional organizers and movers

* Home inspectors and landscapers
Every conversation is confidential. You'll receive thoughtful
advice, compassionate support, and expert guidance - every
step of the way.
How Neighbors Can Help
If you know someone who may be feeling isolated this season,
consider reaching out. A simple invitation to coffee, to a
church service, a holiday card, or a warm conversation can
make a world of difference. Small gestures build connections
- support our community and remind others they’re not alone.
Take the First Step Toward a Fuller Life

You deserve connection, joy, and vitality - not just during the
holidays, but every day. Let’s explore your options together.
Call today to learn more about local CCRCs or to speak with
a Seniors Real Estate Specialist.

I'm available for an afternoon meeting or coffee at the
Coldwell Banker office.

PS. - Your next chapter could be your best chapter.

Alison Ross Tompkins, Broker Associate for Coldwell Banker, has been in sales
and Real Estate for 30 years. Reach her on her cell at (727) 729-9942 or at
the Belleair/Dunedin offices at (727) 581-9411.
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Through January 4th, 5pm-10pm

Largo Central Park Holiday Lights &
Carnival Rides
101 Central Park, Largo

This family-friendly annual tradition
presented by the City of Largo features
a spectacular holiday light display, with
more than 2.5 million dazzling LED
lights. It is free to park and walk to the
view lights, amusement rides are $6
for one ride, $50 for ten rides. Dogs
are welcome but must remain on the
leash at all times. Call (727) 587-6740
x5014 for more information.

Through January 3rd

Holiday Lights in the Gardens

Florida Botanical Gardens,
Ulmerton Road, Largo

The Gardens will sparkle with over one
million twinkling LED lights in a multitude
of colors, and lighted figures round out
our display and wow guests of all ages.
Donations of $10 per person over 12
years old are greatly appreciated.
Donations go to help maintain the
Gardens and provide programming. It
also allows the Foundation to improve
and expand the Gardens, such as the
recent addition of the Majeed Discovery
Garden. The Foundation is a not for
profit 501(c)3.

12520

Through December 23rd,
Wednesday-Sunday 6-9pm except
December21st &22nd.

Winter Wonderland

200 block of North Fort Harrison
and Drew Street, Clearwater

This festive event delights families with
twinkling lights, real pine trees, and
joyful holiday cheer, all while supporting
local children in need.

Winter Wonderland features a lively
entertainment stage, photos with Santa,
cookie decorating with Mrs. Claus, a
hot chocolate shop, and rides on the
whimsical Holiday Express Train. Guests
can also enjoy seasonal activities
like pony rides, bounce houses, and
more—all set in a beautifully lit village
that captures the spirit of the season.

Admission is free, and visitors are
encouraged to bring a non-perishable
food item or unwrapped toy to benefit
local charities, including J;e Pinellas
Sheriff’'s Police Athletic League of
Lealman. For more information, visit
ClearwaterCommunityVolunteers.org

or call (727) 442-2099.
Decemeber 1st, 5-6pm

Belleair Beach Holiday Social & Tree
Lighting

Belleair Beach Community Center at
444 Causeway Blvd

The town of Belleair Beach invites
residents only to join them for some
festive fun and watch the sparkle of
their beautiful tree lighting!

December 4th, 6-9pm

Christmas at the Plaza Belleair Bluffs
100 Indian Rocks Rd

Join the Shops at The Plaza for their
annual Christmas at The Plaza musical
holiday event. Fresh Brass of Belleair,
a brass quintet consisting of local
musicians that perform and teach in
Pinellas County, will be performing as
well as the Indian Rocks Beach Christian
High School Ensemble. Refreshments
will be served, and the shops will be
open for this event.

December 6th, 4:30pm

Town of Belleair Holiday

Parade & Party

The parade will begin on Belleair Road
and travel west on Ponce De Leon Blvd,
then north on The Mall, and return East

TP
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on Ponce De Leon Blvd, ending where
they started.

The Town of Belleair invites residents
and their family and friends to attend
their Annual Holiday Parade & Party
following the parade. Join them for a
party at Brewster Field with visits from
Santa, hot cocoa, crafts, and holiday
fun! Cars, trucks, trailers, walkers,
bicyclists, and golf carts are all welcome.
For more information or to register, call
(727) 518-3728 or email
RecDesk@townofbelleair.net.

December 6th, 6-8pm

Belleair Bluffs Tree Lighting
City Hall, 2747 Sunset Blvd, Belleair Bluffs

Following a welcome by Mayor Chris
Arbutine and the City Commission, the
holiday tree will be lit heralding the
arrival of Santa. This free event includes
Santa, live music, hot cocoa bar and
cookies, face painting, petting zoo and
more. Sunset Blvd will be closed to all
traffic to accommodate the event.

December 6th, 5-10pm
Largo Holiday Tree Lighting & Stroll
101 Central Park

Stroll through the holiday light display
and watch various performers during
Largo’s annual Holiday Tree Lighting &
Stroll event. The tree lighting is at 6pm.
Santa will make a visit for free “Photos
with Santa” from 6:30-8pm.

Food and beverage vendors will be on-
site selling delicious treats and eats. $10
onsite parking, beginning at 5pm. Park
and walk from Largo Middle or Largo
High School for $5. Please note that the
playground will be closed during this
event. Call (727) 587-6740 extension
5014 with event related questions.

December 9th, 3-5:30pm

Clearwater’s “Making Spirits Bright”
Holiday Parade
Island Way Grill at 20 Island Way

Celebrate the magic of Christmas on
Clearwater Beach! The line up begins
at 3pm at Island Way Grill. The parade
will begin at 4pm and travel from Island
Estates to North Beach Clearwater, then
to South Beach Clearwater, and finish at
Island Way Grill for a holiday celebration
at 6pm. For more information, email
Aquilar2@verizon.net.
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DAY EVENTS

December 12th-14th, 19th-21st
5:45-9:30pm Fridays and Saturdays
5:45-8:30 Sundays

Ruldoph Limited at Largo Central Park
101 Central Park Dr.

The city of Largo invites you and your
family to join them for an enchanting
journey through a winter wonderland as
their festive train whisks you around the
park, dazzling with millions of twinkling
lights. Marvel at the breathtaking
displays as you glide through a magical
tunnel and across a shimmering
bridge. Experience Largo Central Park
in a whole new light, while creating
unforgettable memories with family and
friends. All riders must obtain a ticket
to ride. This benefits the Largo Central
Railroad. Limited availability. Don't miss
out on this magical experience! For
more information, please call or text
(727) 601-3168.

December 13th, 6:30pm

Clearwater Yacht Club’s S1st Annual
Lighted Holiday Boat Parade

Intracoastal Waterway

Clearwater Yacht club invites you
to come and celebrate over half a
century of maritime magic with their
51st Anniversary Holiday Lighted
Boat Parade! Enjoy a night filled with
beautifully decorated boats, festive
music, and holiday cheer! This lighted,
nautical event celebrates the spirit
of the holidays and raises funds for
sailing scholarships at the Clearwater
Community Sailing Center for youth in
the Boys and Girls Club of the Suncoast.
The parade will launch at 6:30pm
north of the Mandalay Channel Bridge.
It follows its traditional route through
Island Estates, past Coachman Park,
and along the Memorial Causeway
Bridge before turning at the City Fuel
Dock and concluding at the judging
area in front of Clearwater Yacht Club.
Spectators can expect a vibrant display
of boats decked out in dazzling holiday
décor, accompanied by festive music
and cheer. Returning as Grand Marshal
is Laura Moody of Fox13 Tampa
Bay, who will once again grace the
parade aboard the 82-foot Monte Fino
Yacht, Andiamo. For parade routes,
more information, or to register visit
ClearwaterYachtClub.org or call

(727) 447-6000.
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December 18th, 6-8pm

Deck the Paws at Largo Central Park
101 Central Park Dr.

Don't miss this paws-itively memorable
evening in Largo Central Park as SPCA
Tampa Bay features pet photos with
Santa. Also enjoy pet triendly vendors,
food and music as you stroll through the
holiday lights with your pooch in tow. As
always, pets are welcome to the Holiday
Lights, but please make sure they are
leashed. SPCA Tampa Bay will also be
on-site sharing adoption information.
For more information, please call

(727) 587-6740 x5014

December 20th, 12-2pm
Largo’s Old Fashion Christmas Parade
Downtown Largo

The parade begins at the corner of First
Avenue and Fourth Street Southwest
and circles the streets of Downtown
Largo. Hosted by the Rotary Club of
Largo, the parade features decorated
floats, local dance troupes, fire trucks,
marching bands, and Santa Claus.

December 20th, 6-9pm

Indian Rocks Beach
Holiday Boat Parade

Begins at 401 2nd St Indian Rocks Beach.

The parade starts at the Holiday Inn
Harborside and heads north down
the Intercoastal Waterway. Watch the
beginning behind Jimmy Guand's
Waterfront Restaurant.

December 21st, 9:30am-12pm

Breakfast with Santa at the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium

249 Windward Passage

Bring the whole family to celebrate the
holiday season. Enjoy a memorable
morning filled with holiday spirit,
delicious food, festive crafts, and a
chance to meet Santa himselfl Whether
you're crafting ornaments, sipping hot
cocoa, or taking photos with Santa,
there’s holiday cheer for everyone. To
reserve tickets, go to CMAquarium.org.

December 29th 11am-4pm
ReliaQuest Bowl Beach Day

Hilton Clearwater Beach 400
Mandalay Avenue

Join the teams, their marching bands
and cheerleaders as they enjoy the sun
and beaches at the Hilton Clearwater

‘i

Beach next to Pier 60. This fun day
includes live music, a game of tug-of-
war and other contests %rom 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. After Beach Day, stick around
for Sunsets at Pier 60 featuring artisans,
music and more while you watch the
sunset on the Gulf.

Learn more at ReliaQuestBowl.com.
December 30th 5:30-7pm

Chanukah Festival
Pioneer Park, 420 Main Street, Dunedin

All are welcome to this giant neon
menorah lighting in the heart of
Downtown Dunedin. There will be a DJ
and light show, neon wearables, DIY
glowsticks, a Kosher food truck, Dreidel
Man and Chanukah music. This is a free
event with reservation, please RSVP at
Yichabad.com/Festival.

December 31st 8pm-12:30am
Light It Up Clearwater

301 Drew Street, Clearwater

Fireworks will light up the sky at midnight.
Watch from all along Clearwater Beach,
especially near the southern end. Note
that the fireworks will be set off from the
north end of Sand Key, across the bridge
from Clearwater Beach. Coachman

Park at the Baycare Sound is great place
to watch if you choose to stay on the
mainland. Many hotels and restaurants
have special events going on that night
including Shepard’s, JW Marriot, and
the Edge Hotel.
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Start Your Day with
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MIND THE MANATEES
By Pete Magnani, Publisher f

[t's snowbird season, when
northerners flee the winter cold to
Florida’s milder climate. Humans
are not the only ones seeking
fairer climates, manatees need
warmth as well.

Manatees are widely dispersed
across Florida's shallower
waterways for most of the year,
but during the colder months,
they congregate in locations with warmer water. The warm-
blooded mammals are capable of producing their own internal
heat and must maintain a relatively high body temperature
to survive. They must be in water that is 68° Fahrenheit or
warmer to avoid cold stress, a potentially fatal condition similar
to hypothermia. During Manatee Season, from November
15th to March 31st, manatee flock to warmer locations like
freshwater springs, which maintain a constant temperature of
72°, and warm-water discharges from power plants.

Manatees are herbivores with a diet of fresh and saltwater
plants. As such, they have no canine teeth, only molars suited
for their diet. Weighing around 65 pounds at birth, they grow
to between 800 and 1200 pounds in adulthood with females
generally being larger and heavier than males.

They frequent shallow and marshy water of the Gulf, Caribbean
Sea, and African Basin. With the exception of young manatee
following their mother or adult males courting a female,
they are generally solitary animals. They spend about half
the day sleeping while submerged, and the remainder of the
day foraging for food. Although they live in both fresh and
saltwater, they require access to freshwater for hydration and
often remain near freshwater sources like springs and rivers.
It may be tempting, but intentionally feeding or giving water to
wild manatees is illegal and harmful as it alters their natural
behavior. It is also illegal to tough or feed them.

Besides cold stress, leading natural causes of manatee deaths
are starvation due to destruction of seagrass, predation by
sharks and alligators, birth complications, and disease.
Humans are the cause of the moiorilz of deaths, from boat
propeller strikes, entanglement in fishing gear, and the
animals getting caught in flood gates and navigation locks.

To mitigate harmful interactions between manatees and
humans, the state legislature adopted the Manatee Sanctuary
Act in 1978, declaring Florida a sanctuary for the mammals.
The act made it illegal to intentionally or negligently annoy,
molest, harass, or disturb manatee, and established Manatee
Protection Zones in which the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Commission can regulate boat speeds and operations to
prevent harmful collisions with manatees. Violations of state
law can lead to significant fines and jail time.

In cases of extreme harassment cousin? injury or death, state
authorities may pursue prosecution under federal laws, which carry
more severe penalties, including substantial fines and imprisonment.

Manatee season gives us a brief opportunity to see these
creatures up close in confined environments. Some places to
see the congregated animals include:

Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park - 4150 S
Suncoast Blvd, Homosassa (352) 423-5600

Three Sisters Springs - 917 Three Sisters Springs Trail, Crystal
River (352) 586-1170

Crystal River — Visit DiscoverCrystalRiverfl.com for tours,
charters, and more information on manatee etiquette.
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HURRICANE RECOVERY EFFORTS

By Brian Scott, Chairman,
Pinellas County Commission

Pinellas County knows the strength and
resilience of its people. Time and again,
we have faced challenges together and
emerged stronger. Yet even after a year
post Hurricanes Helene and Milton,
many of our neighbors, particularly
those with low to moderate incomes, are
still navigating the long road to recovery.

That is why | am excited to announce
the launch of our People First programs,
a series of initiatives designed to put residents at the center
of hurricane recovery by awarding millions of Federal
grant dollars to rebuild homes, find an affordable place to
live, or get reimbursed from storm related expenses.

Beginning in October, these programs will provide vital support
to households who need it most, with a focus on restoring
homes, stabilizing families, and strengthening communities.

Our first five programs will offer:

¢ Reimbursement for eligible home repairs already
completed.

* Home rehabilitation or reconstruction for repairs not
yet made or to meet current flood codes and build
back stronger.

* Direct disaster relief payments to help with urgent
needs such as reimbursement for rent, utilities and
other financial hardships.

* First-time homebuyer assistance, opening doors for
families ready to put down roofs.

e Support for local landlords to rehabilitate units and
expand affordable rental housing.

The good news is you don't have to figure out which of these
programs is right for you. When you apply online, you will
be asked for some basic information, and a case manager
will help guide you to options that fit your situation.

We want to make sure help is accessible. Residents will
be able to apply for these grant programs through our
website recover.pinellas.gov, by calling (727) 606-3307,
or at convenient walk-in locations.

Recovery is not just about repairing what was lost, it's
about building a safer, more resilient future so get your
application started today!

Visit recover.pinellas.gov, call (727) 606-3307, or text
888777 to learn more and stay informed.

Quality Service Since 1981

BELLENR BLUFFS
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CHILD PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

From the Desk of Sheriff Bob Gualtieri

Most parents teach their
young children to look both
ways before they cross the
street, but there is a lot
more that kids should know
about pedestrian safety. With
Pinellas County schools back
in session, now is the time
to make sure that your kids
know how to keep themselves
safe while walking to school.

When possible, kids should
stay on the sidewalk. If there
is no sidewalk available the
next best choice is to walk on
the shoulder, maintaining a
safe distance from vehicles.
If kids are walking in the
road in a quiet neighborhood, they should stay close to the
edge. Whenever they are not using a sidewalk, they should
walk facing oncoming traffic so that they can see any
potential danger and be ready to react. Avoid horseplay
near traffic and stay alert — phones and headphones can
prevent kids from being aware of their surroundings.

Teach kids to always find the safest place to cross the street.
Most routes to schools have a crossing guard, so those
are their best bet. Kids should follow the crossing guard’s
instructions and only enter the intersection when they say
it is safe to do so. ”)’0 crossing guard isn't available, they
should use a marked pedestrian crosswalk. At signaled
crosswalks, they should press the button to activate the
flashing lights and then wait until all cars have stopped
before crossing. Older children who need to cross large
intersections by themselves should be taught about traffic
light cycles and cautioned to only cross when the “Walk”
signal is illuminated.

No matter where they cross, kids should make sure they
are visible to drivers. Avoid being obscured by bushes,
parked cars, or other obstacles. They should pause at the
curb before crossing, both to see the traffic and to allow the
traffic to see them. Look both ways and listen too. When it
is safe to cross, they should move in a straight line, walking
quickly but not running.

According to Kids and Car Safety, about 50 kids are backed
over in driveways every week in the U.S., and about two
of those accidents each week are fatal. Driveways are
very dangerous for children — there are obstacles such as
landscaping, and large vehicles with blind spots have a
hard time seeing anything close to them. At every driveway,
kids should look and listen to determine if a vehicle is
occupied and running. Never walk behind or in front of a
vehicle that is running. Kids should never assume that the
driver is aware of them.

Kids should avoid walking in the dark, but with early school
start times, or even cloudy weather, kids might be out in
low light. They should wear reflective clothing and have a
flashlight if they walk at dawn or dusk.

If possible, walk with younger children in the morning
and meet them after school. As you walk, point out the
safety rules they should follow, and model safe pedestrian
behavior yourself. Teach them young so that when they are
old enough to walk to school or to the bus stop on their
own, they know about pedestrian safety.

100 N. Indian Rocks Rd -5
Belleair Bluffs, FL 33770 =

HOLIDAY DINING

Featuring {:'I{ff Frapiney Holiday Specials
& QOur Regular Dinner Menu
Christmas Eveqiz249p Christmas Day{i1253)

Neon to 9:00 p.m. (losed
New Year’s Eveqiz21) New Year’s Dayjiin)
Noan to 9:00 p.m. 4:00pm to #:00pm

Pick up at the Restaurant or Order Online

Book Your Party Reservations NOW:
717-585-6399
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INCAPACITY PLANNING: THREE ESSENTIAL DOCUMENTS BEFORE DEATH

By Theodore Schofner, Esq.

While incapacity planning falls as a subset within estate planning, it is a very important standalone planning option whose
purpose is to provide a decision maker when you're alive but unable to handle your own affairs. An unexpected illness, injury
or the general effects of frailty associated with the process of aging can result in a period when you must rely on someone else
to step in and act on your behalf. Having the correct documents in place is essential to give someone you trust (and name in
advance) the ability to act on your behol?ond to avoid the cost, stress and time commitment of a court ordered guardianship.

In Florida, everyone should have three important documents to have a comprehensive incapacity plan. The three key
documents are: 1) A Health Care Surrogate Designation 2) A Durable Power of Attorney (that has the key provisions necessary
for Medicaid Planning) and 3) A Living Will.

The Health Care Surrogate Designation: The Health Care Surrogate Designation names a person who can make medical decisions
for you when you're unable to do so yourself. Your Surrogate will also be able to access your medical records, communicate
with physicians and other members oz’rhe medical team, and consent to medical freatment when you cannot give “informed”
consent. The Health Care Surrogate Designation in my office contains a “HIPPA” waiver which prohibits the provider or health
care institution from not communicating with the Surrogate about your care and treatment. A very useful provision.

Durable Financial Power of Attorney: The Durable Power of Attorney allows someone to manage your finances and handle
a variety of legal matters like filing tax returns, selling real property and accessing financial accounts at banks. The Durable
Power of Attorney is valid the moment it is signed but survives your incapacity. That is the meaning behind the “Durable” part
of the document'’s title. It is important that the Durable Power of Attorney document contains key provisions so that it can be
used to file for Medicaid benefits should you ever need to apply for long-term care benefits with the State. This properly drafted
document is essential for families who want to preserve some of their family’s assets that they have spent their entire lives
accumulating and could quickly be spent down on private pay rates at Nursing Homes or Assisted Living Facilities.

The Living Will: A Living Will addresses a special set of circumstances about what you want to happen if you're being kept
alive by machines and facing down one of these conditions: a) an end-stage medical condition b) a persistent vegetative state
or ¢) a terminal illness. In these limited situations, you get to decide whether you want life prolonging measures continued or
withdrawn. You decide and this frees your family from trying to decide what you would want done during what is obviously a
stressful and difficult time.

These documents don't take effect at your death like other estate planning document. These documents assist your family
while you're still alive and avoid the burdensome and costly process of obtaining a guardianship if there is no legal direction
or authority present.

You can reach Theodore Schofner, Esq.at the Schofner Law Firm, 2117 Indian Rocks Road S. in Largo, (727) 588-0290.

HAPPY
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h McMullen Oil compan - A Family Tradiﬂon

-
’

it HIILIEI‘ i

E
WA L

v 1 i
. e

By Bob Griffin, Local Historian

Everyone has seen fuel trucks running around the Tampa Bay area but what you may not know is that one of those
companies belongs to a local family whose roots trace back to the first settlers of the county in the 1840s - when horses
were the main form of transportation.

The McMullen Oil Company is owned by Paul McMullen and his family. Paul is a direct descendent of James Parramore McMullen,
the first of the McMullen clan to settle here. Paul acquired this business from his father, Daniel (Guy) McMullen.

Guy McMullen started in the oil business in 1930, managing a corner gas station located at what was known as “Five Points,” Gulf
to Bay Boulevard at Cleveland Street. “This was when gas pumps were really pumps,” says Paul. “The kind that had a glass tube
at the top, and you pumped by hand.” The gas station was owned and supplied by Standard Qil of Kentucky, part of the larger
Standard Oil Company of Ohio. The company asked Guy McMullen to represent them in the Pinellas area, and he became a
commissioned agent, establishing new gas stations working strictly on commission.

As he learned the business, Guy struck out on his own and started McMullen Qil in 1932, operating first in downtown Clearwater
off Seminole Street, supplying oil, gas, and other products directly to area gas stations, and later homes and businesses.

Guy and his wife, Laura, had four children: Daniel Guy Jr., Paul, and twin sisters, Linda and Laura--the first twins ever born
at Morton Plant Hospital.

As the hospital was not equipped for twins at that time, they were kept in an orange crate in the nursery. In an ironic twist of
fate, it was their great grandfather James P McMullen who had invented the orange crate years earlier.

Paul, Linda, and Laura also worked for their dad at McMullen Oil. Guy and Laura raised their family in the Safety Harbor
area, with all four children following in their father’s footsteps and graduating from Clearwater High School. “l worked in
the company with my dad, helping build gas stations from the ground up,” remembers Paul, now 86. “Later, | started driving
the delivery trucks, learning all aspects of the business.”

Eventually needing a larger facility, the company relocated to their present location off 49th Street and 118th Avenue North,
in Clearwater.

Paul McMullen married Janet Wilson and moved into a house in Clearwater, where they raised two sons. Paul bought the
oil company from his father in 1989, and
along with r\is wife Janet, their sons, Brett
and Paul Jr., their wives, and grandsons,
Maverick and Austin--have been keeping
the family business thriving. Today, the
elder McMullen’s have two sons, three
grandkids, and three great grandchildren.

McMullen Qil continues to supply oil
products to the Tampa Bay Area, as well as
keeping its legacy in history alive. It is truly MEMU"EH
a family business. The company is located TRANSPORT & DELNERY
at 11965 49th Street North in Clearwater. I'?'ITIET3-DU'1E
They carry gasoline, diesel, VP race gas, F . TP
oil, and grease. Their gas station at 118th iy e
Avenue yard carries 90, 91, and 93 non-
ethanol gas and diesel at the pumps.

They are open to the public five days
a week, from 6am-6pm. Oil and gas
are also available for delivery. For more
information, visit McMullenQOil.com or call

(727) 573-0016.

USDOT 840809 fl
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By Lora Magnani, Publisher

~ “What kind of bird is that flying around the park? Is that a
l" ree pet that escaped from its cage?” These were the questions
on many Dunedin residents’ minds recently, after spotting

.|. a striking blue and gold macaw flying freely through
I|II J Hammock Park.

But the bird isn’t lost — he's in training. His name is Rio,
and he belongs to Lauren Reilly, a Clearwater native who
is furning heads with a unique and growing approach to
parrot training: free flight.

Reilly, 36, is mother to 11-month-old Cheyenne. She
oy wears many hats — bartender, beverage cart attendant
. at the Clearwater Golf Course, hair stylist, and makeup
artist. But in her free time, she’s often found at one of
Pinellas County’s many parks, training Rio to soar,
explore, and return — all without a leash or cage.

“Parrot free flight is when companion parrots are trained
to fly outdoors, without a leash or harness, and navigate
their surroundings while reliably returning to their owner
on cue,” Reilly explained. This advanced form of training
depends on positive reinforcement, strong recall, and —
most importantly — a deep bond of trust between bird
and human.

Rio, a Blue and Gold Macaw (Ara ararauna), turns two
on New Year’s Eve. Reilly has been working with him
since he was a fledgling — the stage between hatching
and achieving full flight capability. He came from Percy
Wings Aviary, a small, reputable breeder run by Chris
Armstrong, who also serves as Reilly’s mentor in all things
| avian. Armstrong trains and flies parrots as part of his
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lifelong passion for bird care and conservation.

Reilly’s fascination with parrots began when she was just 11 years old.”| started volunteering at an exotic bird emporium
on weekends and full-time during the summers,” she said. “l learned so much about different species of parrots and how
to properly care for these beautiful animals.” Today, she’s the proud “feather mom” of two parrots: Rio and Phoenix, a
five-year-old African Grey she’s raised since he was two weeks old. Reilly and Phoenix have traveled together to nine states.

Not every bird is a free flight candidate. “Very small birds can get caught in the wind or blown away by strong gusts,”
said Reilly. “Macaws like Rio are ideal — they're large, social, and extremely vocal. Their size makes them less vulnerable
to predators, and their loud calls help locate them i?they wander.” She added that parrots respond best to training when
they're young, though success also depends on maturity, health, and the strength of the human-animal bond. “Above all,
the bird must be in peak physical condition. Strong flight muscles and stamina are essential for safe navigation outdoors,”
she emphasized. While Rio is free-flight trained, Phoenix is not — he wears a harness for outdoor outings.

Despite the beauty of a bird flying free, there are always risks involved — from predators to sudden wind shifts. “That's
why recall training, proper conditioning, and choosing the right location are critical,” Reilly said. “It's not something to take
lightly. But when done right, it's one of the most beautiful experiences in the world.”

To enhance Rio’s safety during longer flights, Reilly uses a
Marshall Turbo GPS tracker. “It's about the size of a thumb drive
and attaches securely to a mount on one of his tail feathers. It
doesn't affect his flight at all,” she said. The lightweight tracker
syncs with a receiver in Reilly’s pocket and communicates with
an app on her phone. “It can track up to 100 miles depending
on terrain and altitude. | can monitor his location in real time,
which gives me peace of mind if he ever goes out of sight.”

These GPS trackers were originally developed for falconry — the
ancient sport of hunting with trained birds of prey — and were
first infroduced in 1974 by L.L. Electronics. Their adaptation for
parrot training has given free-flight practitioners like Reilly a
powerful new safety tool.

So the next time you see a parrot soaring above Hammock
Park, there’s no need to worry — it's likely Rio, stretching his
wings in the Florida sunshine, with Lauren close by.

To learn more about Rio, Reilly, and free flight, follow her

on Facebook or watch her feature on Fox 13 Tampa Bay by
searching: “Rio Free Flight.”
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BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Submitted by Carol Mears

Belleair Garden Club’s Annual Holiday Potluck Luncheon
December 10th: It's time to jingle and mingle! This festive
event is always fun and well attended! This year we are
adding a twist with two charitable opportunities instead of
the usual white elephant gift exchange. Let’s embrace the
true holiday spirit by weaving generosity info our event! We
will be collecting new, unwrapped toys for needy children to
be donated to Toys for Tots, plus collecting non-perishable
food to be donated to Hope Villages. Everyone brings a dish
to share. Guests are welcome. Please include guest name
when you RSVP and dish you are bringing. (Main dish,
Appetizer, Side dish, or Dessert) Attire: Festive Brief General
Meeting at 11:30, with festivities to follow.

Email: Belleairgardenclub2@gmail.com

Junk & Jewels Donation Drop Off December 13th and
January 10th 10am - noon: To help support the club’s
Education Scholarship and Historic Restoration Programs,
the Club is seeking donations of household goods, vintage
items, antiques, collectibles, jewelry, clothing & accessories,
artwork, garden tools, and furniture to be resold at their
Junk & Jewels Sale. Donors can simply pull into the club’s
circle drive, and club members will help unload.

Presentation by Seminole Bee Farms Owners Slobodan
Djordjic and Alejandra Pedroza January 7th: Seminole
Bee Farms honors a family legacy that began in 1970 with
a father’s passion for bees. Their mission is to protect and
conserve pollinators through sustainability, education, and
responsible bee removals, rescuing and relocating colonies
to give them a second chance. They are passionate about
educating both children and adults on the crucial role bees
play in our planet’s health and the art of beekeeping. Their
delicious pure and raw honey will be available for sale after
the presentation. Question & Answer Session and a light
luncheon will follow the presentation. General Meeting
at 12:30pm, program begins at Tpm. The Club will be
accepting donations of non-perishable food items for HOPE
Villages of America, small vases for Random Acts of Flowers
Toampa Bay, and items for Junk & Jewels Sale.

Make & Toke Seed Starting with Kathy Hefele, MGY
and past President of the BGC January 8th: Discover fun
and easy ways to start your favorite flowers, vegetables,
and fruits from seed. This workshop is designed to help
beginners succeed and master gardeners to learn some
new tricks about seed starting! Refreshments included. No
fee for this workshop.

Horticultural Meeting ~The Importance of Native Plants
to the Food Chain and Life on This Planet, Presented
by Kathy Hefele BGC member and MGV. January 14th:
Kathy’s passion is Native Plants. Native plants are the
cornerstone of Earth’s ecosystems and the base of the food
chain that leads to our dinner tables. This enlightening
and informative program may have you rethinking your
landscaping. Coftee & Social at 9:30am. Program begins
at 10am.

We will be accepting donations of non-perishable food items

for HOPE Villages of America, small vases for Random Acts
of Flowers Tampa Bay, and items for Junk & Jewels Sale.
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HUMANE SOCIETY OF
PINELLAS

Thank you to everyone
who helped make Paws
for a Cause a tremendous
success. Because of your
generosity, they raised
over $120,000 for the
community’s pets and the
people who love them.

Humane  Society  of
Pinellas are incredibly
grateful to their sponsors,
donors, staff, and
volunteers. They want
to thank everyone who
attended, bid in the silent
auction, and supported
from afar. Every dollar raised is going right back into
programs that protect, heal, and support animals and the
families who care for them.

Every gift makes a difference - Even $100 can cover the cost
of a spay or neuter surgery. Thanks to supporters like you,
Humane Society of Pinellas performed over 900 surgeries
last year. If you weren't able to participate or would still like
to make an impact, you can make a dedicated donation at

CREATIVE PINELLAS

Creative Pinellas is at a pivotal moment. Right now, fundraising
is essential to how this community resource rebuilds and
continues to thrive

They need your generosity to shape what's next for the
organization and Pinellas County’s creative community. This
is about more than keeping the lights on it, it is about making
sure artists are supported and that creative experiences
remain accessible. Every donation and every show of support
helps ensure Creative Pinellas can keep delivering the impact
you believe in. Visit CreativePinellas.org for more information
on how to support this valuable community organization.

FRIENDS OF THE IRB LIBRARY
Submitted by Diane Daniel

The Friends of the IRB Library is thrilled to reopen the library
soon. Keep an eye on the city website and social media for dates.

Visitors will find a new layout, a fun and fabulous children’s
area, computer area and secondhand bookstore, as well as
our first community meeting room. The library will open in
phases with modified hours. Stay tuned!

Meanwhile our wonderful neighbors up the street, the Friends
of the Largo Library, donated 150 children’s and young adult
books ong 125 adult fiction and nonfiction, mostly new books
and current titles. Their library has been incredibly supportive,
including providing services o our IRB patrons.

HumaneSocietyofPinellas.org.

The American Revolution Experience

X National Traveling Exhibit Comes to Clearwater'::
Prasantad by
the Clearwater Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution &
Clearwater Historical Society Museum and Cultural Center

AMERICA

January 16-26 open every day 10-4
Private Tours and Field Trips Available
check our web site for additional hours and Events

Museum Location: 610 S. Fort Harrison
727-7154-8019 * clearwaterhistoricalsociety.org
email: President@clearwaterhistoricalsociety.org

1.“'"'" 1,4

Speclal Guest Ablgail Adams, George & Martha Washington
The George Washington Battlefield Exhibit and more to come
ot
Hisiorical Society
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'Happy 15th Anniversary
IRE Semor Sm‘tball'

Bert Valery, 86, grew up in Wantagh,
Long Island. He was very active in many
sports, including basketball, football,
@l ond track. He oftended Villanova
W University where he was captain of
the lacrosse team. When | met Bert,
he was an Indian Rocks Beach City
@ Commissioner, and Sandy thought Bert
1 would be the best person to talk to about
{ getting a senior softball league. Bert
has owned an insurance office on IRB
for many years. The office was only a
| block from our house, so | walked down
one day to introduce myself. | told him
we were interested in starting a softball
league in town. “If you want to start a

It all began with a catch!
By Guy “Butch” Coreno, IRB Senior Softball Founding Member

It's been a wonderful, hard to describe experience. Us old
fellas playing softball on a little league field, where we play
the game and feel like kids again, meeting other players
and developing lifetime relationships with them and 1{1elr
families. Never did we expect the league to grow and be as
successful as it is today. More than 250 players have signed
up over the years, and | know there were many more who
tried to join our league but for various reasons could not
continue playing.

| remember when one of our players told me that while he was
visiting our area he went to a Sunday pick-up game to play. He
enjoyed it so much that playing in our league was one of the
big reasons why he moved to Indian Rocks Beach.

I'd like to tell you about the four men that started the IRB
Senior Softball League, men that are honored to be called
“The Founding Fathers.”

Fred “Don't Hit It to Freddie” Gisler, 78. Freddie grew up on
the beach, and baseball has been a big part of his life. When
he was seven years old, he was too young to join the little
league, so he became the bat boy until the next season. Little
did he know that he would be playing on the same field in
his 60’s and 70’s. As kids, Freddie and his brother Gordon
were some of the best players on the beaches. A highlight of
playing baseball for Freddie was playing in the 16-18-year-
old American Legion League in Tampa. He played against
baseball Hall of Famers Lou Piniella and Tony La Russa.
Freddie played baseball throughout his years at Largo High
School. He and his wife CJ owned and operated BP Gas
Station at 24th Avenue and Gulf Blvd for 42 years. He was
a great mechanic and was sorely missed when he sold the
station and retired.

Sandy Sullivan, 86, grew up in Flint, Michigan. He excelled
in all sports, ploymg semi-pro football, baseball and golf.
Sandy was a first respomfr workmg as a firefighter in
both Michigan and Florida. He was a City Commissioner in
Indian Rocks Beach and played with the Crabby Bills Indians.
Crabby Bill was a good friend of the owner of the Cleve-
land Indians, so the team got to wear the old Cleveland
Indian uniforms. Sandy coached many teams over the years,
including his stepdaughter Courtney’s Little League team on
this same field, taking them to two state championships.
Sandy’s most important coaching job was for a women's
softball team. He fell in love with his right fielder, Patti, and
they have been married for 41 years, living on IRB for 40
of those. Sandy has been a coach and player in our league
since the beginning.

lacrosse team | could help you there, but
softball2” Bert said. We became instant
friends after that conversation.

Bert did all the paperwork, got us incorporated and legalized,
and acquired permission for us to use the little league field.
Bert not only played on our league, he played with the Kids
and the Kubs in St. Petersburg and organized games for us
with other leagues. When he moved to North Carolina he
started a senior softball league there. After his league was
established, we visited Bert, and he invited me to officiate a
game. | umpired on a college baseball field and around the
3rd inning | asked the catcher what the score was. “We don't
keep score,” he said. “When we get three outs we go to bat.
When the other team makes three outs we go back on the
field. It's just a fun league.” | thought to myself “I must be
in heaven. This is the way to play the game.” Bert was also
instrumental in starting the Pinellas Trail.

I, Guy “Butch” Coreno, 82, grew up in upstate NY. Like
Freddie, | was also a bat boy, working for my father’s
traveling baseball team when | was five. At eight years old,
| went into little league. | have been involved with baseball
or softball my entire life and enjoy every sport that ends in
the word ball. | have worn many hats - playing, coaching,
administrating, and promoting. | was fortunate to play
baseball while stationed in Japan and ltaly with the United
States Air Force. | have always loved the game and always
will. | worked for the D&H railroad in Saratoga, NY and
retired after 30 years. | was Commissioner of Public Safety in
Mechanicsville, NY before moving to Florida in September
of 2000. | met my wife Sherri in 2003, we married a few
years later and have made our home on Indian Rocks Beach
for over 20 years. Interestingly, CJ, Patti, and Sherri worked
together at Mitchell Insurance Agency and that is how we all
became best of friends.

This is how the league
began. It took a while to
get players involved, but
now the league is well |
established, and we are |
all very proud. We old |’
fellas are no longer able
to play, and we miss it
very much, but we still
have the love of the game.

We would like to thank all our players, past and present,
who have participated in our successful league. We have
fond memories of our players that have passed and are now
playing softball in heaven.

We know the league is in good hands now and that it will be
operating for many years to come. PLAY BALL!!
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DERMACLINIQUE CLEARWATER

DERMATOLOGY

Dermaclinique is thrilled to welcome

DR. ALEXIS HONIGBAUM,

a Board-Certified Dermatologist to
our Clearwater officel

General Der rr'u._ar_uln:n':_tl'n.

Cosmetic £ Skin "v.-|':-.| Services
CUSTOMIZED FACIALS:

* Rejuvenate: Antiaging

= Detox: Deep cleanss

= Radiance: Hydrating
HYDPROFACIAL

DERMAPLAMING
INJECTABLES:

= Filler, Botox, PRP (far hair-loss)
LASER TREATMENTS:

= 02 | Erbium | ClearLifi

[0 DERMACLINIQUE

FINSATOHETRY CEE=ETICN LEEE IR A

ADVANCED TREATMENTS:
= Morpheus 8

= Microneedling w PRP

* The DC BioLux PEEL FIRST 20
= Enhance your results with: CLIENTS RECEIVE
» High Freguency A FREE GIFT

SKIN SPA

Irusted Dermatology Care.

NOW BETTER THAN EVER!
Alexis Honigbaum, MD, FAAD is a board-
certified dermatologist specializing in medical
and surgical dermatology. Originally from
Massachusetls, she obtained her
undergraduate degree from University of
Miami and medical degree from Eastern
Virginia Medical School. She then completed
her Dermatology Residency at the University
of South Florida, which eventually brought
her back to the Tampa Bay Area and private
practice.
She has been published in peer-reviewed
journals, presented at natlonal meetings, and
was recognized in Mewsweek's "America’s
Best Medical Dermatologists” in 2022, She is
excited to join Dr. Mayyar and the team at
Dermaclinique, where she looks fonsard to
providing compassionate, high-gquality
dermatologic care to the community.

CALL U5 AT (727} 888 0300
WOWW L. DC . SEIN

RECEIVE
50% OFF
ANTI-AGING
CUSTOM
FACIAL
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CLEARWATER FREE CLINIC

Mark your calendar for Martinis + Matisse on Saturday,
January 24th. This evening of cocktails and culture brings
together people from the community to raise funds to provide
healthcare services for Pinellas County residents in need.
This year’s event will be held at the Frank Crum building in
Clearwater, courtesy of Frank and Brenda Crum.

At Martinis + Matisse, you will experience high-end local
cuisine, and of course, exceptionally smooth martinis. As
in years past, each guest will have the opportunity to bring
home a beautiful piece of donated art. For additional
information, visit MartinisandMatisse.com or call (727)
331-8146. Email MChristiano@clearwaterfreeclinic.org for
sponsorship inquiries.

About Clearwater Free Clinic: Founded in 1977, the
Clearwater Free Clinic provides comprehensive, integrated
medical and behavioral health services to low-income
uninsured residents of Pinellas County. Today, the Clinic
supports 4,000 patients each year and continues to be largely
volunteer driven, and is the only free clinic in Pinellas County
that sees children. It is located at 1218 Court Street and is
housed in an 11,000 sq. ft. healthcare facility. The mission
of the Clearwater Free Clinic is to deliver comprehensive
medical care to uninsured families through volunteerism and
community partnerships.

Are you prepared for the unexpected?

Getting sick is never planned. Get covered with a low-cost

Florida Blue health plan.

Due to a special election penod, you may sill be ebgible o enrodl in

a low-cost health plan.
Benefits of being a Florida Blue member:

20 payments Tor qualilied apphcants®
0 office visits, labs and generic prescriptions for some plans

special member deals and discounts

| can help you get the plan that's right for you,
CONTACT ME TODAY AT

@

Extra perks ike yoga and fitness classes at no exira costs, ples

Health plans that have low 10 no copays for routine and preventive cane

PETE JENSEN

Licstrrasd InSursrce Agend

Pt jensendyourmadplan com i PR
mcddle: TIT-E4-0043 -
ek T2T-5H2-0151 TR
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GREENTOWN KIDS
Submitted by Alle DeVore

GreenTown Kids (GTK) held a Community Service Project in
the Indian Rocks Beach Garden in October to completely
refresh and replant the garden for fall. Volunteers of all
ages came out to help weed, paint, plant, and spruce up the
garden. Another garden workday will take place to fill the
new planters along the fence with soil and flowers. A new
mini library was donated by GTK and installed by the City
near the garden in the Nature Preserve.

GTK also helped 1st and 2nd grade classes at Anona
Elementary plant strawberries and sunflowers this season on
campus. Atthe end of October, GTK helped hand out pumpkins
in the pumpkin patch at the City’s annual Hallowfest.

Help our garden grow by donating $10to get a painted flower
on the IRB garden fence. To donate: Zelle: GreenTownKids@
gmail.com

GreenTown Kids is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt public charity, and
your donations may be tax deductible. For updates on future
garden and beach cleanup events follow us on Facebook @
greentownkids and join our mailing list at www.greentownkids.
org. School volunteer hours are available for volunteers.
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EIGHT POPULAR HARDSCAPE IDEAS

By Randy Lee, Landscape Designer

These are the eight most popular hardscape ideas that we
design for our clients. Many need proper permitting to install.

Planters and Pottery. All different materials, sizes and
colors — clay, concrete or a lightweight resin. We have
used pots that are four feet tall and three feet wide.
There are many price points.

Wood built trellises, pergolas and arbors. Different
sizes and shapes — use a quality wood here like cedar
or cypress. These can be free standing, on a part of a
structure or above the garage and entryway.

Water features are popular. A pond, fountain, spa
or pool. These vary in size and price from a courtyard
fountain to a large lap pool. These sound great for
added ambiance and look great while lit at night.

Fire features. Fire bowls in pools, fire pits and open
stoves for cooking or roasting marshmallows. Fire pits
are very popular and can be built or come as a complete
kit. They can be used with natural grass or have a hidden
propane tank.

Outdoor kitchens. | find these better if they are close to
the house and have a roof-like structure so you can stay
dry. The normal accessories are a sink, grill, refrigerator
and even a pizza oven. These come in many shapes and
sizes with many amenities.

Retaining walls. Popular here with elevation and
drainage issues. Can be built from concrete block or

ready to go paver blocks in various [j
shapes, sizes and colors. These are not
hard to build and they look great.

* Patios, pool decks, walkways and
driveways. There are many styles
to choose from. Concrete, stonelike
travertine marble, pavers (which
can be clay or concrete, brick and
permeable). Each has a different look, different
maintenance requirements and different price points.
These can be designed from traditional to modern.

* Rock, gravel and boulders. This hardscape material is
popular now and can be used in many different ways.
Boulders are big, impressive and make a statement —they
can be several thousand pounds. Rock comes in many
sizes and colors and has become popular for planting
beds since it is long lasting. Gravel is great for drainage
issues, or as an inexpensive pathway or driveway.

| hope these ideas help with your landscaping needs.
Checklist

* Check irrigation systems. Do not use if we get rain.
* Perfect time to plant large trees and add winter flowers.
* Minor lawn maintenance and trimming at this time.

Great time to plant herbs and vegetables.
Watch for freezing temperatures — protect sensitive plants
and flowers.

Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape design company here to help you with all of your
landscape needs. Call us direct at 727-421-2715 or visit us Online at www.landscapesbyrl.com.

W\ /7 NATIONAL
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CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
Submitted by Holly Shuga

Clearwater Yacht Club is proud to announce its 51st
Annual Holiday Lighted Boat Parade, returning on
Saturday, December 13th to dazzle spectators and unite
the community in a celebration of maritime tradition and
holiday spirit. This beloved event has become a cornerstone
of Clearwater’s festive season, drawing families, boaters,
and visitors from across the region to witness a spectacular
procession of illuminated vessels winding through the city’s
waterways. Last year’s milestone 50th parade raised over
$13,000 in support of youth sailing scholarships at the
Clearwater Community Sailing Center, benefiting children
from the Boys and Girls Club of the Suncoast. This year,
organizers aim to build on that success with even greater
community involvement and sponsorship support.

The parade will launch at 6:30pm north of the Mandalay
Channel Bridge. It follows its traditional route through Island
Estates, past Coachman Park, and along the Memorial
Causeway Bridge before turning at the City Fuel Dock and
concluding at the judging area in front of Clearwater Yacht
Club. Spectators can expect a vibrant display of boats decked
out in dazzling holiday décor, accompanied by festive music
and cheer. Returning as Grand Marshal is Laura Moody of
Fox13 Tampa Bay.

Cash and prizes will be awarded across multiple categories.
Participation is open to both individual and commercial

vessels of all sizes, and there is no registration fee. However,
all entrants must register for a boat number to be eligible
for judging and prizes.

Sponsorship opportunities are now available for businesses
and individuals eager to support this cherished community
tradition and its mission to empower local youth through
sailing. Interested sponsors are encouraged to contact Ju?ie
Drolshagen at Julie@floridabeachbusiness.com to learn
more about how they can contribute to this impactful event.

For boat registration and additional details, please visit
ClearwaterYachtClub.org/boat-parade. Join us in lighting
up the night and making waves for a cause that truly matters.

MILITARY ORDER OF WORLD WARS

The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of World
Wars meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Dunedin
Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin. Social hour is at
11:30am followed by lunch and a short program. Active
duty, retired or former Military Officers and their spouses
are invited to attend. The MOWW Clearwater Chapter
invites those interested to RSVP for lunch by emailing Col.
Brian K. Smith at SmithBK@comcast.net.

WELCOME NEWCOMERS CLUB

This club is open to the women of Pinellas County; all are
welcome to come and socialize. They meet at local country
clubs or restaurants on the first Tuesday of each month with
programs, activities or speakers of interest. Please contact
Judy at 512-789-5686 for the location of the next event.

| UMA

DERMATOLOGY

Skl Aarvices
s Skin cancer screenings
s Evalugtion and trectmaent of roshes
= Hair loas evalustion
= Megunctoain, filler and Chamicosl peels
= Laser thenagy for red marks and brown spofs
= Fochols

eartified pediatrie dormatalagiat!

DR. NUPUR PATEL AND DR. LAUREN METTERLE

= For your children, have them seen by a fellowship trained and board-

Accepting new patients! Most major insurance carriers accepted.
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CO-PARENTING TO
ADDRESS CHILDCARE

By Jake Hornstein & Greg Hill,
Our Children Have Rights.Org
(OCHR)

Why Childcare Matters to
Custody & Co-Parenting

Childcare decisions influence
key components of co-
parenting, It directly impacts:

*  Work Schedules: Reliable
childcare supports both
parents’ ability to work

* Child Support: Costs
may impact support
calculations

* Child Development:
Quality childcare is critical
to school readiness

* Parenting Plans: Childcare is a required component of FL
parenting plans

Questions to Help Co-Parents Address Childcare in
Parenting Plans

These are intended to help parents consider the implications
of addressing childcare so they can make informed decisions
while developing a parenting plan.

* Who gets to choose childcare?

*  Who pays for childcare?

*  What type of childcare is best?

* How do you choose childcare?

* How do you agree on childcare?

* Who is responsible for transportation?

* How do you communicate about childcare?

* Should you use a co-parenting app to help manage childcare?
What Type of Childcare is Best?

There are 4 main types: daycare, nanny, family, babysitter.
Knowledge of “Standard Daycare” vs “Quality Daycare”
can influence the approach to clarifying childcare in a co-
parenting strategy.

Standard: Provides basic supervision to keep children safe
and occupied.

Quality: Prioritizes qualified staff, curriculum for early learning,
and an environment that fosters social and emotional growth
that promotes School Readiness.

80% of brain development takes place from birth to age
three. Quality daycare helps children enter kindergarten
ready to learn. And kindergarten readiness is a well-
documented indicator of student success (K-12) and career
paths. Bottom line, if childcare that promotes early learning
is a priority, then you should know that it can be clarified in
a co-parenting strategy.

If you need help finding convenient and affordable childcare,
contact us. We can assist with available tools and education for
utilizing your local early learning coalition, at no cost the family.

OCHR is a Pinellas-based 501c3 nonprofit that helps parents
achieve successful co-parenting strategies, at no cost to the
family. Why2 Because Our Children Have Rights.

Contact Jake & Greg at info@ourchildrenhaverights.com.
Learn more or donate at www.ochr.org.

OurChildrenHaveRights.Org

COFAREMTING — CUSTODRY — PARENTING RESOURCES

= MISSION

Protect the rights of children
B0 haver BLOESS o panenls
by providing education,
respunces, and support
services for successhul
coparenting strategies
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Donate at ourchildrenhaverights.org/donate
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BELLEAIR REC CENTER UPCOMING EVENTS

Holiday Parade and Party: Saturday, December 6th at
4:30pm. The parade will be on Ponce de Leon Blvd and
The Mall beginning right at 4:30pm. Following the parade,
stay for a very merry holiday party at the Rec Center athletic
fields, featuring bounce houses, food, crafts, pictures with
Santa, and morel

Concert - Soundcheck: Belleair Saturday, January 17th at
5pm. Come to the Belleair Rec for an evening of amazing
live music by popular local band The Spazmatics. Don't
miss a truly electrifying performance!

CLOTHES TO KIDS
Submitted by Sarah Shine

Please join us in donating your gently used or new jackets
this December. The cooler months are here, and we need
your help to keep every child warm and confident this
winter! Our goal is to provide every child who shops with
us a jacket. Our shelves are especially low on sizes for
elementary and teen boys, but we accept and need all sizes
from 4T through 4XL.

In 2024 we provided more than 7,000 jackets to children
in need. Join us and donate rour new or gently used jackets
today so together we can help those who need us most.

Are you interested in running a jacket drive? Please reach
out to Caroline Stroud at CarolineS@clothestokids.org

Or are you interested in making a financial gift¢ Please
reach out to Sarah Shine at sarahs@clothestokids.org for
more information. Thank you and let’s go, jackets!

VACATION DONATIONS
Submitted by Diane Daniel

If you're visiting Indian Rocks Beach and have leftover food
you can't take home with you, please consider donating it
to locals in need. To donate directly to these pantries, visit
VacationDonations.org/food for details. When possible,
Vacation Donations will pick up food at your rental. We
accept unopened food and beverages, both perishables
(fresh) and nonperishables, such as canned and boxed
goods. You can also donate opened containers of food
if they have casings, such as eggs, individually wrapped
cheese singles, etc.

Donations will go to: Beach Community Food Pantry in IRB,
and Lifeline Ministries at St. Jerome Catholic Church and
Christ the King Lutheran Ministries in Largo. For possible
pickup at your rental, call or text Diane at (727) 201-2333
or email VacationDonations@gmail.com.

CASA PINELLAS
Submitted by Amber Valente

Did you know 89 percent off domestic violence survivors
reported that their pets had been threatened, harmed, and
or killed by their partners2 CASA Pinellas is dedicated to
removing barriers to escape and keeping survivors and their
pets together. CASA is in the less than 19 percent of domestic
violence shelters nationwide that accept animals, but our
kennel needs repairs.

Pets are part of the family. This holiday season, give the gift
of safety and peace to survivors and their furry friends by
making a tax-deductible donation: CASAPinellas.org/kennel.

COMMUNITY DENTAL CLINIC
Submitted by Jessica Carrier

Since 2013, the Clinic has been the oral health safety net
in Pinellas County, providing compassionate, comprehensive
dental care, education, and access to dental services for
uninsured, low-income adults of Pinellas County. The
Community Dental Clinic operates without any direct
government funding, relying entirely on grants, donations,
and the substantial support of our community. Our work is
made possible through the generosity of our supporters.

On October 2, 2025, the clinic held a Grand Opening &
Ribbon Cutting for its new facility, featuring nine treatment
rooms, advanced technology, modern labs, and a community
room. The expanded space supports professional training,
volunteer collaboration, and public health classes, serving as
a true center for community care and learning.

The Clinic’s mission thrives on volunteers and donors who
believe oral health is essential to overall well-being. Currently,
the clinic has a waitlist of nearly 60 patients that are in need
of root canals. We are seeking endodontists and dentists to
share their expertise by:

* Treating a select number of eligible patients pro bono, in
their own office, or

* Treating patients in the clinic (an endodontic microscope
is available)

There are opportunities for 7 hours of CEU credits & license
renewal fee waiver. Volunteers are covered under the
protection of Florida's Sovereign Immunity.

For many patients, tooth pain is constant and debilitating, yet
treatment often remains out of reach. A dental professional
volunteer has the ability to relieve suffering in a single visit.
The Community Dental Clinic works to ensure that more
patients find healing and hope without delay.

Experience our mission firsthand. Schedule a tour of the
Community Dental Clinic to learn more about our programs,
see the impact of our work, and discover how we're improving
access to oral health care in our community.

Learn more by visiing CommunityDTLClinic.org. You can
also contact Theresa White, Executive Director at

(727) 216-6155 x 101. The clinic is located at 1390 S.
Missouri Ave, Clearwater, FL 33756
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SHEPHERD’S VILLAGE
Submitted by Sherry Chandler

At this year’s Shepherd’s
Villoge Gala, something
unforgettable  happened,
something  deeper than
decorations, beyond the
bidding, and more enduring
than the sunset that framed
the night.

It started with a powder-

blue retro mini fridge— g5
unassuming in size but
bursting  with  potential.
It didn't chill wine or
hold desserts. Instead, it

held something far more
powerful: hope.

Guests were invited to
write a prayer, a word of
encouragement, or a truth
they believed could anchor a mom in her storm. One by one,
they placed those sticky notes on the fridge. By evening’s end,
the doors and sides were blanketed in color and compassion.
Each note—a whisper of faith. A shout of love. A declaration
that no mom walks alone.

A fridge full of faith, born in a ballroom—but destined for
something greater.

At Shepherd'’s Village, we believe the fridge is more than just
an appliance. It's the heartbeat of a home. It's where meals
are made, where children sneak snacks, where schedules are
hung, and where memories begin. It's where families gather,
talk, cry, and laugh.

Now, it's also where faith lives.

That same powder-blue fridge now lives in our Shabby to
Chic thrifty boutique, adorned with handmade cross magnets
created by our boutique manager, the same ones each guest
took home as a reminder that even the smallest acts of faith
can leave the biggest mark.

But the sticky notes? They found their higher calling.

Each one was carefully gathered, prayed over, and
repurposed. Now, when a single mom steps into her new home
at Shepherd’s Village—often after fleeing crisis, instability, or
even homelessness—she finds her fridge already filled... not
just with essentials, but with believing hearts.

One of our newest moms, whose story is behind Door #7,
put it best:

“I wasn't expecting anything like this... | walked in and saw
the fridge. | just stood there and cried. It felt like someone
already believed in me before even meeting me.”

You are seen. You are supported. You are not alone.
Be Part of the Ongoing Story

We're still building this village one note, one home, one mom
at a time.

Together, we're putting faith on the fridge—and grace in every
home. To help our mission, visit ShepherdsVillage.com/donate.
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TOP 1% MORTGAGE AND REAL ESTATE TEAM

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE OFFER

We're a family team with a possion for helping clients achieve home ownership.
Whether it's finding the best mortgage program possible, guiding first-time
buyers, or assisting experienced sellers and buyers, every client is treatad like
family—with genuine core and compassion.

With over 50 years of combined community service and industry experience,
we're a full-service mortgage and real estate team dedicated to delivering
the best possible home purchase, sale, or mortgage experience.

ARE WE DIFFERENT? LET US SHOW YOuU!

We are o fomily with over 50 years of combined mortgage lending and real
estate experience. We do not have assistants, helpers, or part time loan officers

or Realtors. You deal with us and only us. We are available 7 days o week to help
you mortgage, sell, or purchase your new or current home. Our promise to you:

wa will always get back to you the same day, no maotter what day of the week it
is. We have worked tirelessly to rank top | percent in our industry. Let us prove to
you what makes us different.

THE FRANKIEWICZ FAMILY
WISHES YOUR FAMILY A VERY SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SE A"Z'DH’

Steve Frankiewicz, President NMLS 16404] Jessica Frankiewicz - Realtor
Producing President THE FRANKIEWICZ TEAM
Larry Frankiewicz, President NMLS 164060 Frankiewicz Mortgage Group
Processing Manager
2019-2024 TOP 15 LOAMN OFFICERS NATIONWIDE RE/MAX CHAMPIONS
HIGHLIGHTS HIGHLIGHTS

= RAANYT INWVESTOR LOWN OPTIONS

® MAMNY FIRST TIME BUYER PROGRAMS

» B0 iy CLOSE ON HOME BEQUITY LOANS

= CSCR LOAN FOR IST TIME INVESTORS

o T DAY AWEEE WORK OPERATICN

= FATHER, 80N AWND WIFE TEAM FOR OVER 20 YEARS
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REALTY INC. BROKERAGE

FIRET=-TIME BUYER SPECIALEST

INVESTOR PURCHASE DR SALE

OFFICES IN TAMPA, TRINITY, INVERNESS AND LAMD O LAKES.
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERMCE IN FROFPERTY FLFPFENG

727-741-5707 | 248-595-6548



