CLEARWATER BEACH AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2025 ISSUE 94

NEIGHBQREQOD NEW

THE McMULLENS, A FLORIDA FOUNDING FAMILY

By Bob Giriffin, Local Historian

Many Pinellas County residents know the McMullen name,
because it is part of the name of McMullen-Booth Road, McMullen
Elementary School, and the historic McMullen Cemetery. But few
reoIIy know the local McMullen family's history and that many sfill ,- ‘
live in the area.

The McMullens were not the first American settlers in the Tampa |
Bay area, but they were among the first. Because there were so |
many different families, they may have also contributed more to
the area’s development than others.

In the early 19th Century, there were very few non-Indigenous people
living in Florida, especially south of Gainesvile and Ocala. The relentless
heat and humidity, venomous snakes, Seminole Indians, and the
uncharted swampland made Florida life difficult.

James McMullen, Jr. and his wife Rebecca moved from Scotland
to North Carolina in 1775. In 1827, they relocated to Bulloch County,
Georgia, where he created a large plantation, named “Halifax.”

James Jr. and Rebecca had twelve children, seven boys and five
girls, including James Parramore lll, named after his father and
grandfather. In 1842, and at the age of 18, young James was
diagnosed with consumption (today it is known as tuberculosis). His
doctorrecommended he move south to recuperate in the sun, and his family sent him to Florida, alone.

- Continued on Page 6
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CREDITS

This newsletter is published by
MAGRIFF PRODUCTIONS and is
mailed to every occupied residence
in Clearwater Beach’s zip code
33767 - about 6,000 households.
We are not associated with the
City of Clearwater.
PUBLISHERS
Lora and Pete Magnani
ART DIRECTION
Pete Magnani
SALES
Lora Magnani
(813) 361-7376
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PO. Box 2628
Dunedin, FL 34698
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annual discounts. Ads need to be
reserved one month in advance.
E-mail Lora@MagriffProductions.com
or visit beachnewsletters.com for
more information.
© 2025 Magriff Productions, Inc.

CLEARWATER BEACH
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Inside, you will find articles and local
information about the nearby area
inside. We call it Neighborhood News
because it is about your neighborhood
- Clearwater Beach. It is mailed to the
entire 33767 zip code including Island
Estates and Sand Key - about 6,000
households, six times a year.

You can pick up additional copies at the
Pier 60 Welcome Center, The Beach Rec
Center, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, Sand
Key Realty or the Island Estates UPS.

We hope you enjoy our magazine and
we want your input. Did you like this
issue? What suggestions do you have for
future articles? Call or email us with your
comments, or take our online survey at
BeachNewsletters.com.

Keep up to date with your local news;
follow us on Facebook at Neighborhood
News Magazine.

Thank you for reading,
Lora and Pete Magnani (813) 361-7376
Lora@MagriffProductions.com
SEE YOU AGAIN
IN OCTOBER

CITY NUMBERS

CITY HALL 562-4250
600 Cleveland St, Ste 600,
www.clearwater-fl.com

MAYOR OFFICE 562-4050
MAYOR - Bruce Rector

CITY COUNCIL 562-4050

Ryan Cotton - Seat 2 * Mike Mannino - Seat
3 *David Allbritton - Seat 4
Lina Teixeira - Seat 5

CITY MANAGER

Jennifer Poirrier

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 562-4040

562-4040

BUILDING PERMITS 562-4567
HUMAN RESOURCES 562-4870
PLANNING & ZONING 562-4567
PUBLIC SERVICES 562-4950
PUBLIC UTILITIES 562-4600

PUBLIC UTILITIES EMERGENCY 462-6633

CLEARWATER GAS 562-4980
SOLID WASTE 562-4920
PIER 60 462-6466
MARINA 462-6954
BEACH REC CENTER 462-6138
BEACH LIBRARY 462-6138
VISITOR INFO CENTER 442-3604

BEACH AQUATIC FACILITY 462-6020
POLICE NON-EMERGENCY 562-4242
FIRE DEPARTMENT 562-4334
POLICE HOT LINE 562-4080
NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISON 562-4554

AMPLIFY Clearwater 461-0011
1346 S Fort Harrison Ave, Clearwater

SAND KEY PARK 588-4852

Shelter Reservations,PinellasCounty.org/park

CLEARWATER AQUARIUM 441-1790
249 Windward Passage, Island Estates

JOLLY TROLLEY 445-1200
CLEARWATER BEACH MARINA 562-4955

CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB 447-6000
830 Bayway Blvd S.

CLEARWATER SAILING CTR 517-7776
CARLOUEL HOMEOWNERS ASSN

Sue Williams, President 446-4471
CLEARWATER BEACH ASSOCIATION
Sam Hutkin hutloan@aol.com
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB 316-5504

ISLAND ESTATES CIVIC ASSOCIATION
David Farrar, President 813-810-3564

ISLAND ESTATES WOMEN'S CLUB

Lisa Oliver, President 262-620-3866
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Linda Owens 260-894-0270

CLEARWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Allison Dolan 642-8767

PINELLAS COUNTY INFO 464-3000

COMMISSION OFFICES 464-3377
Chris Latvala 464-3278
STATE:

Senator Ed Hooper, 771-2102

Republican, District 21

3450 East Lake Road Ste 305, Palm Harbor
Hooper.Ed.web@flsenate.gov

Senator Nick DiCeglie 850-487-5018
Republican, Dist. 18

3637 Fourth St. N., Ste 101 St. Pete
DiCeglie.Nick.web@flsenate.gov

Rep. Kimberly Berfield 351-8820

Republican, District 58
2189 Cleveland St. Suite 229
Ron.Ogden@myfloridahouse.gov

Governor Ron DeSantis
Ron.DeSantis@myflorida.com

FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Ashley Moody 202-224-3041
www.Moody.Senate.gov

Rick Scott . . .. ... .... 202-224-5274
www.RickScott.Senate.gov

AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Anna Paulina Luna 202-225-5961
Republican, District 13

1201 Gandy Blvd N., St Petersburg

CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS

AUGUST

Coast Guard Appreciation Month
Chris Isaac at the Capitol Theater 1
Clearwater Aqua. Glow with the Flow 2
Brad Paisley at the Sound

Purple Heart Doﬁ 7
First Preseason Bucs Home Game 9
SPC Clearwater Taco Festival

City Council Meetin

Clearwater Beach Cleanu
Clearwater Garden Club Work Day
The Market Marie Coachman Park
Sand Key Beach Cleanup

Pshyco the Movie at Capitol Theater
First Day of Public School

Lost 80s Live at the Mahaffey
Billy Bob Thornton at Capitol Theater
Tarpon Springs Hippie IE-esf
Monster Jam Amalie Arena

City Council Meeting

Dog Day at Baycare Ballpark

Katy Perry at Amalie Arena
WearableArtFashion ShowDunedin23
Gulfport Geckofest 30
Jimmy Buffett Day 30
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SEPTEMBER

Labor Day

City Council Meeting

First Regular Season NFL Game

St. Pete Powerboat Grand Prix 5-
Jerk and Jam Festival Tropicana Field
Grandparents’ Day

Dream Theater at the Sound
Patriot Day

Tampa Bay Latin Film Fest Largo
City Council Meeting

97X Next Big Thing at the Sound
Public Schools Closed

Bucs First Home Game
International Day of Peace

Street Food Fest OCC Roadhouse 2
Rosh Hashanah Begins 22
First Day of Fall 22
Clearwater Offshore Nationals 26-28
MLB Playoffs Begin 30

OCTOBER

Clearwater Family Fall Festival 4
Sacred Heart Fest Pinellas Park ~ 8-12
Clearwater Jazz Holiday 16-19
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675 Crystal Dr | Madeiro Beach 11 Ban Mnorco St #8407 | Cloarsater Beach

4 Bod | 41 Bath | 4,501 Sq Ft | Oftered at 53 Z Bod | 211 Bath | 1,840 Sq Ft 1 Offered st 51,595,000

1520 Gullf Blvd #1602 | Clearwnier Beach
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3 Bed | 21 Bath | 1,942 Sq Fi | Odfered at 51,530,000 Vacani Land | Offered at 51,200,000
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727.417.6620
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$ave flooring and
landscaping -
ask about pipe relining

Quality materials & workmanship
for all jobs big or small!

33 Years in [stand Estates

Road Service Ryuupypres

il GREAT Service

Think of us as your alternative fo going fo your
dedlership. We can service any make and model

10% OFF Service Orders
when you menhon this ad
not including gas, Datteries or Hres
3l maximum discoont Mnbil

Towing Services Available
50 ldand Way, ldand Estates, 446.1566

o

CAPYBARA CHILLOUT Visit the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium for Capybara Chillout and Meet and Greets,
presented by Amazing Animals, for a limited time this
summer. This encounter includes insights into capybaras’
natural history, a chance to feed and interact with them,
and a closeup experience where guests may need to
kneel, crouch, or sit on the ground to fully appreciate the
capybaras. Throughout the day, guests can observe these
charming creatures as they roam and frolic in their habitat
swimming, playing, and socializing. This capybara viewing
opportunity is included with General Admission at CMA.

CARS HAVE NO WAKE ZONES, TOO As of July Tst, it
is illegal statewide for drivers on flooded streets to drive
fast enough to create a wake behind their vehicle. The new
low came as a result of residents’ complaints that vehicles
traveling too fast pushed water into their homes and
garages. The offense is a moving violation with fines and
Foim‘s assessed, but warnings will be issued during the first
ew months of enforcement.

NEW EXHIBIT Heritage Village celebrated the grand
opening of the Turner Bungalow in June, which includes
over 5,000 of the family’s artifacts. The Turners were
a pioneering family in Pinellas County. The house, its
contents, and $100,000 to pay for its relocation were
donated to Heritage Village by Geraldine “Jere” Turner
upon her death, in memory of her sister, mother, and
father. Moved to Heritage Village in 2014, phase one
of repairs began upon its arrival. It needed significant
restoration due to disrepair, deterioration, and widespread
termite damage, and efforts were paused until additional
funds were obtained.

Heritage Village is open Wednesday through Saturday
from 10am-4pm and on Sunday from 1-4pm. It is located
at 11909 125th Street in Largo.

OUR NEXT ISSUE WILL BE OCTOBER If you need
another copy of this magazine, pick one up at athe library, rec
center, or the UPS Store on Island Estates. If you need more
than a few, call (813) 361-7376.

Read this issue and others at BeachNewsletters.com.
Follow us on Facebook for local news.
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONS The Tampa Bay Sun won the
inaugural USL Super League championship, beating Fort
Lauderdale 1-0 in extra time. Forward Cecilie Floe Nielsen
scored in the 100th minute before a sellout crowd at
Riverfront Stadium.

The eight-team Super League is the top women's professional
soccer league in 1Ee United States with clubs in Tampa, Fort
Lauderdale, Brooklynn, Charlotte, Dallas, Washington D.C.,
and Spokane. A ninth team in Jacksonville will be added
next season.

EMERGENCY NOTIFICATIONS The recent tragic
flooding in Texas has highlighted the importance of early
warnings. Receive free alerts about emergencies and other
important community news by signing up for Alert Pinellas.
The emergency notification service for Pinellas County,
local municipalities, and the Sheriff’s Office and allows
you to receive a variety of urgent messages such as severe
weather, boil water notices, or evacuations.

When you sign up, you choose how to receive alerts. It
can be a cell phone, landline, text, or email, you can
enter multiple methods. This system is shared by partner
agencies throughout the county, so you only have to sign
up once. It is free and your contact information is protected
and will not be used for any other purpose. Visit
Pinellas.gov/alert-pinellas to register.

PUT YOUR PHONE DOWN In 2023, one in seven traffic
crashes in Florida were caused by distracted drivers,
resulting in 271 deaths and 2,928 serious injuries. The
legislature made texting while driving illegal in 2017, and it
became a primary offense in 2019, meaning an officer can
pull over a driver solely for texting.

A first offense is a non-moving violation with a fine and
court costs of approximately $108. A second offense is a
moving violation with a fine and costs of approximately
$158 and three points assessed. In construction zones with
personnel present, fines range from $500-$1000 and a
license suspension of up fo one year.

SCALLOP SEASON CLOSING SOON Bay Scallop season
opened last month in Pasco County from the Anclote Key
Lighthouse to the Pasco-Hernando County Line. The season
runs through August 18th.

The daily bag limit is two gallons of whole bay scallops in
shell or one pint of bay scallop meat. Harvesters need a
Florida saltwater fishing license unless they are exempt.
Those wading from shore and not using snorkel equipment
or SCUBA also may not need a license. Visit MyFWC.com for
more information.

UNITED TAXI,

7277777777
JELON CAD,
PRI IS TTT

Available 24 hours a day,
265 days a year, for
rides on-demand or

scheduled in advance.

TAMPA
AIRPORT

$45

1-4 PEOPLE

727-777-7777 » Go777Taxi.com

QWTER “mosere
N b UMBING

HRESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL

121-596-5663

Farnify Owned since 1958

All Plumbing Repairs
Water Heabter Repalr & Replocement
Faucet and Fixture Repalr & Installation
Watar & Sewer Line Replacemeant
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

$10 OFF Any Service!

Licemad = Bonded + Inmued * Sanior Discounts * Esimates

EF1 1067200 Serving All of Pineltos County
o501 for 50 years

12920 Walsingham Rd Largo
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The McMullens Continued

The McMullen Caabin at Heritage Village

James Parramore McMullen Il landed in Tampa’s Rocky
Point area. He acquired a small sailboat and sailed across
the Old Tampa Bay, to Western Hillsborough County,
where the Courtney Campbell Causeway is today. He
primarily camped, living as a hermit, hunting and fishing.
His health recovered and he returned to Georgia. On
his way home, he briefly stopped in the Brooksville area
where he met Elizabeth Campbell, his future wife. Once
home, McMullen told his six brothers that the area was
“the closest thing to heaven that could be imagined.”

In 1844, when he was twenty, McMullen returned to Florida,
moving to Brooksville where he married Elizabeth Campbell.
Elizabeth was a woman of considerable strength and energy.
They had eleven children, and she was the midwife to many
local women. Over the course of their lives, the McMullens
are said fo have taken in as many as 25 orphaned children.

In 1848, the family moved to what is now Pinellas County
just in time to experience the “Great Gale of 1848.” Probably
a Category 4 storm, at the time it was the strongest known
hurricane to impact the area. McMullen realized that he
needed to live inland, not near the coast. He homesteaded
240 acres near today’s Coachman Road at State Road 590.

There were still hostile Seminole Indians in this area, forcing
James to take his family back to Brooksville. While he was
gone, the Indians burned his home to the ground.

In 1850, now age 26, McMullen moved his family back
to his former homestead to try again. He built a new four-
room log cabin where the first one had been. He named
it “Coachman Station.” Today, the cabin is on display at
Heritage Village in Largo.

Being well-built and one of the finest homes at the time,
the McMullen home became a popular meeting place for
locals and travelers. It was on the main road connecting
Anona, Clearwater and Tampa. Many traveling ministers
would visit staying overnight. Over time, McMullen added
other buildings to the property.

The primary industries of the time were raising catile,
farming, and fishing. With few roads, mostly just well-worn
trails, Coachman Station became the area’s primary trading

ost. Mostly seftlers traded in “gold doubloons,” obtained
Ey selling cattle in Cuba.

The Pinellas Peninsula had no schools, and with no education
himself, McMullen established a log cabin schoolhouse
in 1853 on the second floor of what they called “Sugar
House.” It was the first school organized on the peninsula.

The school had approximately thirty children of all ages
who were supplied with free room and board. Mrs. Abbey
became the first teacher, and her daughter’s name was
Sylvan, leading McMullen to name the school “Sylvan

7 Abbey.” In 1884, McMullen and his neighbors built
“| a bigger one room schoolhouse near the present-day
Sylvan Abbey Cemetery, between Clearwater and
Safety Harbor.

Now that the family was settled, the McMullen
brothers, still living in Georgia, began to move to
the area. In 1852, Daniel settled in the Largo areaq,
homesteading 160 acres, near what is now Rosery
Road and Missouri Avenue, which was merely a path.
Brother John Fain settled in the Anona area, near
Indian Rocks Road south of West Bay. He only stayed
five years before moving to the Tallahassee area.

In 1853, McMullen, well known as a prominent backcountry
“cowman,” was elected to the Hillsborough County
Commission to represent the cattlemen in West Hillsborough
(Pinejllos County was still part of Hillsborough County at the
time).

In 1855, during the Third Seminole War, he enlisted in the
U.S. Army as a volunteer serving under Captain William
Hooker in the Florida Mounted Volunteers. His relationship
with the area Seminoles was not hostile. They loved him and
called him “Big Chief.” After a short service, he returned
home to his life of farming and raising cattle.

In 1859, McMullen was elected to a second term on the
Hillsborough County Commission. His term was cut short
by the start of the Civil War when Florida seceded from
the Union on January 10, 1861. McMullen was one of the
organizers of the “Clear Water Guards,” whose purpose
was to protect the Clear Water (Pinellas) area against
“Federal Incursions.” He was designated a Captain, and it
was there James was nicknamed “Captain Jim.” The name
would follow him for life.

McMullen was less motivated by the Confederate cause and
more interested in protecting his family and property from
looting by Union soldiers and Confederate deserters. Ward
McMullen, James’ eldest son, recalled that his dad, “hated
the deserters more than he hated the Yankees.”

He had openly opposed slavery, secession, and the war in
general. However, he decided to support his adopted state.
McMullen reluctantly joined the Confederate Army as a
Maijor of the 20th Regiment of the Florida Militia. He served
in the “Cow Calvary” whose role was to drive cattle north to
Savannah and Charleston, to feed the Confederate troops.
These drives would travel eight to ten miles a day and last
five or six weeks.

McMullen was based back in his old hometown, Brooksville.
His oldest son Bethel and his brother Daniel joined him in
the Cow Calvary. They all were known as “cowboy soldiers.”

While the men served in the Confederate Army, women
guarded the homestead, farms and caftle from Union
soldiers and Confederate deserters. Nightly, McMullen’s wife
patrolled the fort carrying a loaded rifle on her shoulder.

To Be Continued. Read the rest of the McMullen family’s
history in our next issue.

CREDITS:

Much of this information was derived from interviews with
family members, from “The Accidental Pioneer: Captain
Jim McMullen and the Taming of the Pinellas Peninsula”
by Donald J. Ivey (1996), the Sunland Tribune Volume
22, Article 5. Photos used by permission of the Heritage
Village, Pinellas County.
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ARE YOU READY
FOR SOME FOOTBALL?

With Florida being a melting pot of residents from all over
the country (and Canada) the odds are good that football
fans are going to disagree on what game should be on the
TV. Whether you are a transplant or simply live in a house
divided, there are plenty of bars and restaurants that
can accommodate the need to watch your home team.
Games begin Thursday, September 4th at 8:20pm with
the Philadelphia Eagles hosting the Dallas Cowboys. Here
are a few local options to catc % your home team’s game:

Clearwater Beach:

The Boxer Mandalay 454 Mandalay Avenue

The Boxer Coronado 207 Coronado Drive
Hurricane Eddie’s 483 Mandalay Avenue

Hogg Daddy’s Beach Bar and Grill 752 S Gulfview Blvd
Hogg’s Cantina 741 Bayway Blvd

Jimmy’s Fish House & Iguana Bar 521 S Gulfview Blvd
Beach Craft Local Pints & Bites 325 S Gulfview Blvd
Mainland

Downtown Pizza 428 Cleveland Street

Capogna'’s Dugout 1653 Gulf to Bay Blvd

Luke’s Sports Shack 999 Missouri Avenue North
Norton’s Sports Bar Southside 115 Starcrest Drive
Whiskey Wings Largo 2480 East Bay Drive
Schooners Westbay 2441 West Bay Drive

Coming Soon:

Tavern on the Bluffs 2890 West Bay Drive

Eddie’s Bar & Grill 3665 East Bay Drive

Indian Rocks Beach (south to north):

Guilty Sea Sports Pub 301 Gulf Blvd

Hurricane Eddie’s IRB 1407 Gulf Blvd

Coco’s Crush Bar and Grill IRB 2405 Gulf Bivd

BUCCANEERS SCHEDULE

Titans at Buccaneers August 9th at 7:30pm
Buccaneers at Steelers August 16th at 7pm

Bills at Buccaneers August 23rd at 7:30pm
Buccaneers at Falcons September 7th at Tpm
Buccaneers at Texans September 15th at 7pm
Jets at Buccaneers September 21st at 1Tpm
Eagles at Buccaneers September 28th at 1pm
49ers at Buccaneers October 12th at Tpm
Buccaneers at Seahawks October 20th at 7pm
Buccaneers at Saints October 26th at 4:05pm
Patriots at Buccaneers November 9th at 1pm
Buccaneers at Bills November 16th at 1pm
Buccaneers at Rams November 23rd at 8:20pm
Cardinals at Buccaneers November 30th at 1pm
Saints at Buccaneers December 7th at 1pm
Falcons at Buccaneers December 11th at 8:15pm
Buccaneers at Panthers December 21st at 1pm
Buccaneers at Dolphins December 28th at 1pm
Panthers at Buccaneers January 4th TBD
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O e L 727-5965100
coffees. snacks & more | gy s () otrens

CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB'S
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LIMITED TIME GFFER RUNE MAY 17
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Two GREAT Localions
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WORD OF THE YEAR

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

Near the end of each year several
organizations, including The Oxford [
Dictionaries UK and US and "
dictionary.com, produce their own
version of “the word of the year.” Each
uses a different model to develop that
“word,” but in the end the “word”
usually ends up being something that is
in the news and/or social media more
than other words. Past words have
included, pandemic in 2020, vaccine |
in 2021, gaslighting (trying to convince
someone that their reality is untrue) in
2022, enshittification (decay of online
products over time) in 2023, and brain rot (deterioration of
one’s mental and intellectual state because of too much online
activity) in 2024. Yeah, we did not know either. What is the
word for 20252

So, what does that have to do with our economy, investing and
financial planning? The possible words that come to mind
are tariffs, jobs, taxes, Fed, inflation, Social Security, Medicare,
Medicaid, and the list goes on and on. None of those come
close to our “word of the year” — uncertainty and all of its
various iterations.

What does the word actually mean? According to Webster’s
Dictionary (that is the one | used as a kid), the word means “not
certain” (wow, that is a great way to define a word), “doubtful”
and “implies a lack of definite knowledge or assurance about
something.” Certain, on the other hand, means “definite,
unquestionable, and beyond doubt.”

Everywhere we turn there is someone using the word.
Consumers are uncertain about buying things. Pre-retirees are
uncertain about retiring. Retirees are uncertain about whether
their investments will last throughout their lifetime. Students are
uncertain about the value of a college education considering
the costs. Businesses are uncertain about the future and are
holding back on expanding or worse cutting back.

Paraphrasing from the great golf book of the 70s, you can climb
to the highest mountain in the world or go to the deepest valley
in the seas, and nowhere will you find anything that is dead
solid certain when it comes to the economy and investing. But
financial planning can make things less uncertain by working
with a CFP© professional at a fiduciary standard of care.
Take advantage of our complimentary one-hour consultation
in our Clearwater office or by Zoom with a firm that always
puts your interest first.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Founder and Executive Chair

ProVise Management Group, LLC

611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756

727-441-9022, Info@Provise.com

Financial planning for your life and your lifestyle

PROVISE

4 MANAGEMENT GROUP

The information herein is general and educational in nature and
should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations
are complex and are subject to change.

Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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A FATHER’S RACE FOR HIS SON’S LEGACY

By Lifelink Foundation of Florida

When Kevin McCormack crossed the finish line at the St.
Anthony’s Triathlon during National Donate Life Month this
past April, he wasn't just completing a race — he was carrying

forward the story of his son, Shane.

Shane passed away unexpectedly in 2023, just four days before
the race and a few months after receiving a bike for Christmas

— the same bike he used to train for his first triathlon.

“It [participating in the Triathlon] was supposed to be
something we'd do together,” said Kevin. “He asked me
to train with him, and | agreed, so we started preparing

together that January.”

Shane was a St. Pete High School alum, an all-around athlete,
and someone who lived with intensity and purpose, according

to his father. He believed deeply in helping others.

Which is why, when Shane got his driver’s license, he proudly
signed up as an organ donor — a decision that saved five lives
and improved the lives of dozens more who benefited from his

tissue donations, procedures that were facilitated by

Tompa-based organ procurement organization, LifeLink Foundation.
“Somewhere out there are five people who got to keep living

because of Shane,” he said beaming as a proud dad.

One recipient was a young boy. Shane always wanted to be
a father, Kevin shared. “If that boy becomes a dad one day,

that's Shane’s legacy too.”

That doesn’t make it any less painful for a father who lost his

son, but to Kevin, it does give the unbearable a little more
meaning, and for him, sharing Shane’s story has become
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part of the healing process and
part of his son’s legacy.

Earlier this year, Kevin took it
upon himself to complete the
challenge in  Shane’s honor, f
finishing the nearly half a mile |
swim, 11-mile bike trek, and 3.1-
mile run in just over 90 minutes.
He raced wearing bib #3020,
chosen to represent the age
Shane would have been during
race day and symbolic of the
year Shane passed if rearranging | l
the numbers. |

“In a way, | ran to continue
Shane’s memory and honor
the lives he saved as an organ
donor,” said Kevin. “If sharing =
Shane's story helps someone say [
yes to donation, then it's worth it.”

In 2024, LifeLink honored the wishes of more donors than
ever before thanks to the generosity of 361 organ donors who
provided 936 lifesaving organ transplants to patients in need.
However, the need remains great as approximately 5,500
patients still await an organ transplant in Florida today.

To register as an organ donor, visit www.mystorycontinues.
com or update your status when you receive or renew your
driver’s license.

(hapel 5}; The gmq
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Bar ¢ Keslaurant News

DIVING AGAIN After two [
hurricanes and nearly nine
months  waiting for permits, |
Mahuffer’s on Indian Shores was
finally given permission to rebuild. |
With the help of staff, family, and
loyal patrons, they reopened on
July 1st.

Mahuffer’s, located at 19201
Gulf Blvd, is a local “dive” bar
that is well known not just in Indian Shores but throughout
the Tampa Bay area. This eclectic beach shack has been
providing locals and tourists alike with a unique experience
(to say the least) for over half a century. With signed dollar
bills on the walls, lingerie hanging from the ceiling and an
array of things to sit on (from bus seats to love seats), every
visit Is a new experience.

The bar is open seven days a week from 11am-2am. Even
though the sign says “Wurst Place on the Beech! Warm Beer &
Lousy Food,” Mahuffer’s staff welcomes everyone back.

For more information, follow them on Facebook or call (727)
596-0226. Remember to say hello to their resident bar cat,
Oliver, he's back tool

NEW HOTEL AND RESTAURANT ON THE BEACH

Jeff Keierleber and his wife Natalie Moyles of the Decades
Group - Clearwater Beach Collection recently celebrated
the opening of their newest hotel, The Charthouse Hotel at
Clearwater Beach Marina. This hotel has many sister hotels
including Pier House 60, the Edge Hotel, Holiday Inn, and
Holiday Inn & Suites in Indian Rocks Beach. Each includes
a signature restaurant like Jimmy’s Crow’s Nest, Jimmy's
on the Edge, Jimmy’s Fish House and Jimmy Guand's.
So, it is no surprise that the Charthouse will have one as
well. Let’s welcome Jimmy's Island Grill and Iguana Bar to
Clearwater Beach.

Originally, Jimmy's Island Grill was in Wauwatosa,
Wisconsin but the Decades Group decided it was time to
move the business here with their other properties and
restaurants. The restaurant is on the first floor, overlooking
the pool, Clearwater Marina, and the Intracoastal
Waterway. The bar has large windows allowing guests to
sit inside or outside, much like Jimmy’s Fish House.

Jimmy’s Island Grill was not open as of this publication,
but the owners hope to be opened by August. Follow their
progress on Facebook.

RED OR WHITE ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS Island
Way Grill, located at 20 Island Way on Island Estates,
has started a Wednesday night special “Wine Down
Wednesdays”. They offer half price bottles of wine every
Wednesday. There will also be live entertainment featuring
Sam Sanders.

Island Way Grill has indoor and outdoor seating, both
equipped with their own bar, and has private and semi-
private rooms for private events. They offer guests an
array of entrees like freshly caught grouper and snapper,
Tomahawk ribeyes, sushi, freshly shucked oysters, or and
house made meatloaf.

They are open seven days a week with brunch on Sundays.
Opening and closing times vary from day to day, visit their
website IslandWayGrill.com or follow them on Facebook
to view times and specials. For reservations (which are
recommended) call (727) 461-6617.
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CLEARWATER JAZZ HOLIDAY CELEBRATES 46 YEARS

After last year’s cancellation following the hurricanes, the 46th
Clearwater Jazz holiday returns October 16th-19th and will feature
the Tampa Bay Times main stage concerts on the large green in
Coachman Park with two headline performances each night. Two
new side stages feature fourteen additional performances across
the four-day weekend celebration creating a late/afternoon, early
evening pre-party before the headliners take the main stage.

Performers include: Tower of Power, The Boneshakers featuring |
Randy Jacobs and Jenny Langer, Cory Wong, The War and Treaty,
Polyrhythmics, Trombone Shorty and Orleans Avenue, Lady Blackbird,
“Big Easy Swin” Tomkatz Jazz Orchestra, Trampled by Turtles, and St.
Paul and the Broken Bones.

VIP and reserved seats are available for purchase and concertgoers
can also enjoy the festival from two general admission areas where
blankets and lawn chairs are welcome — on the green behind the
reserved seating and on the Sunset Bluff overlooking the green. All
ticket holders have access to the side stages and food and beverage vendors. This year’s celebration also features a late
afternoon/early evening pre-party with music on smaller stages.

The 2025 lineup once again offers a diverse festival bill with something for everyone, and a different feel each day from
smooth, straight ahead, progressive and big band jazz to funk, soul, blues, Americana roots rock, and everything in between.

True to the CJH mission, there will also be performances by outstanding young musicians, including many jazz students,
past and present, who the folks at CJH often affectionately call Young Lions. Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation supports
many of these aspiring artists throughout the year with its education and outreach programs providing instructional and
performance opportunities.

Single-day tickets for the Main Lawn General Admission Area are $40.56 and reserved seats start at $61.36. Children
under 12 are free in the General Admission Area when accompanied by an adult ticketholder. Tickets for the Sunset Bluff
Vie&lvling Areho overlooking the event are available for $8.32. Guests in Main Lawn and Sunset Bluff areas may bring blankets
and lawn chairs.

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit ClearwaterJazz.com.

Serving Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s,
Beer, Wine & More!

Now you can get a breakfast cocktail and more at the
area’s best breakfast and lunch for the past 14 years!

15% O Your Next Visit
Two Locatlons Serving You:
Maggle Maa's Bluffs, 2961 Weat Bay Dr., Balleair Bluffs
Maggis Mas's Waterfront, 1261 Gulf Blvd., Sand Koy
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MAYOR’S UPDATE

By Mayor Bruce Rector

Mostly recovered from a very tough 2024, our community continues through the
new hurricane season praying for the best but as always preparing for the worst.
The best time to prepare for an approaching hurricane is course is long before it
even begins to form. Knowing where you will go to evacuate, how you will get there
and what personal items you will take with you are critical questions to answer well
before the stress of having to leave sets in. Many of our residents also will take
precautionary steps now to secure and protect family mementos and any personal
items that will be left behind. Photographing or making a video of all of your real
and personal property can help create a record of what was lost or damaged should
wind, water, or fire cause any destruction at your home. We all can do many things to
prepare ourselves, loved ones and our elderly neighbors for the upcoming season,
but simply planning and preparing to evacuate is most important.

Coachman Park continues to grow its opportunities for residents and visitors to
experience the uniquely beauh? | community asset. The BayCare Sound has had
a great first 6 months of 2025 with a wide variety of performers, fourteen school
graduation ceremonies and strong attendance at all events. In the next few months
more great performances are scheduled such as concerts by Brad Paisley, Leon
Bridges, Lee Brice, Alison Krauss and Union Station, Tedeschi Trucks Band and a
number of other well-known artists.

Several construction projects around the beach continue to progress. The Clearwater Beach Marina is moving forward on
schedule. The resurfacing of the Memorial Causeway and addition of a right turn lane extension lane into Island Estates
are now completed. Work continues on Pier 60 although most of it is now open and operating. The pickleball courts
and playground at McKay Park have been a huge success and many residents and visitors have been enjoying this great
community asset. New construction, repairs and improvements bring some level of inconvenience to all residents and we
appreciate and thank everyone for their continued penitence as we have been working throughout the beach community
to make it shine brighter than ever.

Clearwater is an amazing city because of our great people and the way we work together to keep it the beautiful place
it has been for many years. We welcome your thoughts and ideas on how we can all continue to work together to make
Clearwater thrive and please reach out to me at bruce.rector@myclearwater.com any time.
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 Stay Safe on the Water

By Pete Magnani, Publisher

While Floridians are fortunate to have a twelve-month
boating season, summer is the busiest time of year on the
water. Boats let us enjoy the best of the sea and sun, but also
require much more responsibility than sitting in a chair on
the beach.

In 2023, according to the United States Coast Guard
(USCG) Executive Summary, 3,844 boating accidents
occurred nationwide involving 564 fatalities, 2,126 injuries,
and approximately $63 million dollars of propertydamage
as a result of recreational boating accidents. Where cause
of death was known, 75 percent of fatal boating accident
victims drowned. Of those drowning victims with reported
life jacket usage, 87 percent were not wearing a life jacket.
While statistics show that over half of boating fatality victims
were reported as being able to swim, even the strongest
swimmers may be unprepared and unable to respond to a
fall overboard.

Personal Floatation Devices (PFDs), the official name of life
jackets, must be the appropriate size for the user, appropriate
for the users activity, in good condition, and easily accessible.
Children under the age of six must wear a PFD while onboard
a vessel under 26 feet in length when the vessel is underway.
Vessels 16 feet in length or longer must also have a
USCG-approved throwable PFD. Anyone operating, riding on,
or being towed behind a jetski must wear an approved PFD.

Another factor in safe boating is education. In Florida, anyone
born on or after January 1st, 1988, is required to complete
a safety course and carry a Boating Safety Education Card
before they can legally operate a vessel. The course is
also a valuable resource for those born before 1988. It is
generally two days and covers boating law, safe boating,
navigation, and boating problems. Classes are offered
monthly at the USCG Auxiliary Flotilla 11-1 in Clearwater.
Visit CLWBoatingSafety.com or call

(727) 469-8895 for more information or to register.

While it is not illegal to have an open container on a boat
in Florida, it is illegal to operate a vessel while under the
influence. Like driving a car, boat operators are considered
legally impaired if they have a blood alcohol level of .08
Eercenf or higher. The USCG states alcohol use is the leading

nown contributing factor in fatal boating accidents. Where
the primary cause was known, it was listed as the leading
factor in 17 percent of boating deaths.

Weather in Florida is unpredictable at best, especially during
the summer months. While same-day forecasts are over 90
percent accurate, there is always a margin of error. Any

captain can tell you about getting caught in a severe storm
on a day the weather report said would be great for boating.
Last June, an offshore thunderstorm that was predicted to move
north and not affect the coast turned east and struck Anclote
Key. Ten vessels sank and forty-two people had to be rescued.

Especially when offshore, tracking the weather is essential.
Cellular service becomes unreliable about ten miles from
the coast, but there are several satellite weather options
available. Some have radar imagery and storm tracking
updated every few minutes, while the better models showing
speed and direction of weather cells, allowing boaters to
plan a safe route home.

Offshore boaters should also consider satellite locator
beacons. Emergency Position Indicating Radiobeacons
(EPIRBs) and Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs) offer the
greatest chance of rescue when a vessel sinks. Some models
are manually operated and others activate automatically
when submerged. While the upfront cost can be up to $500,
most have a ten-year battery life, and the batteries are
replaceable.

Boating at night brings additional challenges and requires
more responsibility. Navigation lights and visual distress
signals are required between sunset and sunrise. Headlights
and spotlights are valuable tools for identifying channel
markers, debris, and other hazards, but should not be used
continuously, as they can disorient drivers of oncoming
vessels. Operating at slower speeds is essential at night.

Other Ways to Stay Safe:

* Be aware of your surroundings — In 2023, over 1000
boating accidents were collisions attributed to operator
inattention or improper lookout. Pay attention and
maintain 360-degree awareness when operating a boat.

* Know the area - Familiarize yourself with local boating
speed limits, no-wake zones, and documented hazards
before leaving the dock and always travel at a speed safe
for the conditions.

File a float plan — Let family and friends know where you
are going and when you expect to return. The sooner
rescuers can locate an overdue boater, the more likely the
outcome will be positive.

Check your safety gear — In addition to life jackets, boats
may be required to have lights, fire extinguishers, and
flares. Some equipment has an expiration date, be sure
yours is current. Equipment requirements can be found at

MyFWC.com.
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CO-PARENT STRATEGIES FOR
THE UPCOMING SCHOOL YEAR

By Jake Hornstein & Greg
Hill, Qur Children Have
Rights.Org (OCHR)

We mostly write about
the mechanics of
parenting plans. The
sooner both parents
understand the key
components, the more
likely they will develop a
plan together and avoid
destructive litigation. For
this article, we want to
discuss strategy.

When both co-parents
engage in their child’s
education outcomes
improve. Coordinating
school logistics and
tracking academic
progress is more complex across two households. Consistent
communication between co-parents and the school is crucial.
The reality, no matter how important collaboration is, it takes
(2). The solution? Accountability. How is this achieved if all
else fails? Possibly court.

We write this from the perspective of Co-Parent A (CPA), a
non-residential parent with time-sharing on weekends who
does not transport the child to/from school, lacking regular
in-person interaction with school personnel. CPA is committed
to collaborative co-parenting.  The residential co-parent
(CPB) is not cooperating. In fact, CPB told the school that all
communication flows through them. CPA has been shut out
from parent-school email updates, progress reports and has
missed events because they weren't informed.

Why is this important to CPA? 1) Taking school success seriously
is part of their job. 2) Limited information creates missed
opportunities fo bond. 3) Many custody cases have hinged on
a parent’s school involvement. CPA's commendable efforts to
co-parent needs a new strategy. With a new school year on the
horizon, now is the time to deploy.

Communication With School: Share via Email the custody
orders and copy CPB. It is essential that the school has accurate
information. The school can't keep track of the details of all
custody arrangements.

Build a Rapport: Refer to the custody agreement to participate
in your child’s education. Offer to speak with each educator
about the co-parent situation without disparaging CPB. Request
all updates shared with both parents, starting today. Request
acknowledgement.

Offer Your Time: Take advantage of the value schools place on
involvement. Share your willingness to engage knowing that
parent-school relationships improve student outcomes.

Communication demonstrating your efforts to be engaged
must be documented. If communication does not improve,
consult an aftorney. Accountability must be achieved. CPB
should explain to the judge why they ignore the judge’s orders.
This is accountability, if all else fails.

OCHR is a 501c3 nonprofit that assists parents with child
custody & co-parenting, at no cost to the family. Contact Jake
& Greg at info@ourchildrenhaverights.com. Learn more or
donate at www.ochr.org.
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ISLAND HOPPING After Hurricane Helene, it was unclear
which businesses would rebuild and reopen and which
would not. The same went for the Caladesi Island Ferry.
The hurricane damaged the docks, destroyed the ticket
window, and sank one of the boats. Caladesi Island
Connection’s President, Janet Henderson, says they have
spent over $100,000 in repairs and lost ten times that in
revenue during the down time. On July 3rd, after more
than nine months, operations resumed.

The ferry, which is a twenty-minute boat ride, sails from
Honeymoon Island. It departs hourly all year, beginning
at T0am, with half-hour departures Mid-February through
Labor Day and on weekends. There is a maximum stay of
up to four hours depending on the time of ticket purchase.
Prices and times subject to change. For more information,
visit CaladesiFerry.org or call (727)734-5263.

FOUR DECADES IN BUSINESS FineCraft Contractors
are celebrating 40 years of a successfully run, award-
winning, family-based construction business. Originally
from Washington DC, the company moved to Pinellas
County three years ago, with its headquarters in downtown
Clearwater oiz/ﬁces at 628 Cleveland Street.

University of Maryland Alumni, owner and founder George
Papaheraklis states “I'm a builder. | love the creation. Ever
since | can remember | have been interested in “ART.” The
philosophy | imbue into my staff is the acronym “ART -
Aesthetically Reimaging Together.” FineCraft Contractors
offers resic}len’rial home improvements, kitchens, baths,
home additions, roofing, and remodels.

FineCraft invites prospective clients to their upcoming
project showcase on Saturday, August 9th ~ from 1-4pm.
Guests will view the transformation of a 1970s Clearwater
home at this open house. Food and refreshments will be
provided, with an opportunity to tour the house and meet
the team. Please RSVP by calling (727) 228-1512. To receive
a complimentary quote or read more about the Finecraft
company and their team, visit FineCraftContractors.com.

CROSSBAY FERRY TO RETURN In June, the Hillsborough
Area Regional Transit Authority approved the transfer of a $4.8
million federal grant to the Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority
to purchase two boats and revive the Cross Bay Ferry.

The service, launched in 2019, was provided by an
independent vendor and provided transport between St.
Petersburg and Tampa in about one hour. In March, the
vendor informed the counties they would be replacing
the ferry with one that would take two hours to complete
passage, and Hillsborough County terminated the contract,
with service ending April 30th.

With the funding secured, the ferry service is expected to
return in 2026. Municipal ownership of the vessel is expected
to reduce long-term operational costs and improve reliability.
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CARELIFT VAN
TRANSPORTATION SERVICE

Submitted by Maria Christiano

Need a Liftz Carelift Van
Transportation Service, a
member of Morton Plant Mease
Hospital, is available to people
who live in the local area from
Largo to Palm Harbor. We
provide free transportation to
BayCare hospital campuses for
those ambulatory members of
our community that don't have
the option of using their own
vehicle. The service is available Monday through Friday and
helps to improve the lives of the most vulnerable people in our
community.

To register for Carelift please call (727) 734-6107. We are in the
office Monday — Friday from 8am to 3:30pm.

Carelift is also looking for volunteers. We provide over 1,000
free rides every month, but we can’t do it without our volunteers.
If you enjoy meeting new people, we would love to have you join
our dynamic volunteer team. A few hours of your time can make
a positive difference in your life and the lives of others.

Opportunities available at Carelift include Dispatcher, Driver
and Driver’s Aide.

U.S. COAST GUARD AUXILIARY CLEARWATER

Boat America is a boating certificate class that offers an

in-depth and interesting boating safety course, and provides the
knowledge needed to obtain a Florida Boating Safety ID Card.
For the convenience of our students, some classes are held
online via Zoom. These virtual classes utilize the same instructors
and materials you would enjoy during the in-person classes. The
schedule below notes whether the class is in person or via Zoom.

e August 23rd - 24th from 9am - 2pm - Zoom

*  September 27th - 28th from 9am - 2pm - In-Person
¢ October 25th - 26th from 9am - 2pm - Zoom

¢ November 22nd - 23rd from 9am - 2:pm - In-Person

Visit CLWBoatingSafety.com/boater-class-registration or send an
email to the Flotilla 11-1 Public Education Officer at
clwir.auxboating@gmail.com to register for classes.

MILITARY ORDER OF WORLD WARS

The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of World Wars
meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Dunedin Golf
Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin. Social hour is at 11:30am
followed by lunch and a short program. Active duty, retired or
former Military Officers and their spouses are invited to attend.
The MOWW Clearwater Chapter invites those interested to
RSVP for lunch by emailing Col. Brian K. Smith at SmithBK@
comcast.net.

WELCOME NEWCOMERS CLUB

This club is open to the women of Pinellas County; all are
welcome to come and socialize. Luncheons are held the first
Tuesday of each month at Belleair Country Club. There is
always a guest speaker or other entertainment with cards
following for those interested. Please contact Mary at

(727) 240-5372 with any questions.

CLEARWATER BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS Page 19

THE OFFSHORE REPORT

by Captain T.J. Shea

The magical Florida Middle Grounds are truly a place like no
other in our state. Located between 80-100 miles northwest of
Clearwater and 90-110 miles south of the Panhandle, “The
Grounds” draw sporting enthusiasts from all over the country.
The Middle Grounds are a reef system built up by centuries
of calcified sand, limestone, and fossilized worm snails which
aftract a multitude of fish and other marine life. The area
resembles parallel mountain ranges separated by about five
miles of desert with wild pinnacle formations rising 20-40
feet from the seafloor to dot this desert like little oases. The

structure is unmatched at a depth that’s easy to fish for as well
as SCUBA or free diving.

“The Grounds” are accessible not only for commercial
and charter, but also for recreational boaters. The lure of
giant grouper, snapper, and the majority of every reef fish
we target in this area make it well worth the price of fuel.
Another attraction to fishing in the grounds is the ability to
have a very productive day leaving the dock without many or
even any waypoints. Once you get in the area, just zig zag
around while watching your bottom machine and anchor up
wherever you see a nice show. You can also “cheat” and
purchase the CMOR chip for your Multifunction Display. The
amazing detail CMOR’s chip provides shows every break,
peak, and outcropping.

Spearfishers are drawn to the Middle Grounds with the
hopes of 20+ pound giant hogfish. Hook and liners make
the run for the diversity of bottom fishing with a consistent
shot at bluewater fish like wahoo, mahi, tuna, and sailfish.

Recreational divers will find the most
amazing diving in the state. Divers will find
more untouched terrain here than in the
Keys and underwater formations which
make the Tortugas jealous. The bottom
is loaded with a variety of stony corals,
gorgonians, and huge sea fans.

Trips out to this playground should not be
taken lightly. From the coast, being over 80
miles from shore means even the slightest
issue always seems to compound when
you're that far. We double and even triple up on safety gear
and communication devices such as EPIRBS and satellite
phones. Running with other boats is always smart, especially
for smaller or single engine boats. Oxygen bottles, eight- or
ten-foot Surface Marker Buoys, and binoculars are a must
when diving.

The majority of sites we frequent are cliffs with vertical drops
of up to 40 feet. You may spear a fish at 100 feet only to
have to drop to 140 feet to land him. Adrenalin and the
possibility of landing a trophy fish take over and what was
your safe dive plan. If your top side crew is not paying good
attention, you could come up a long way from your boat,
very possibly out of sight. With some extra planning and the
weather on your side, the effort will most certainly be worth it
to experience my favorite coordinates in the Gulf of Mexico.

2 Shea Fishing and Diving Center is a full-service charter and
dive shop. Visit online at 2SheaCharters.com or come by the
shop at 198 Seminole ST, Clearwater.

Luxury Living, Built Around You

i, and cusiom hames — FineCral! bings your vision 1o lle

« Comprehanshe desigr-builkd serioes
= Chur gochushes ling of prermiem cabinery
=« Thaikoredd salulions lor hormaownia's and cordo ovwingrs

s A pward-winnirg bsarm kndwam for .-.|1'|:-i._,||:--.-|: SEVICH

Sarving Pinalles County, FL
wiwa Snporaltiasignbuibd com
(727) 6a1-Z82a

Trusted by chonts who expact the axceptonal

Frorm Searmiess additions and eleganl ramodels 1o stunming kitchansg,

Exparienca design, build, and cabineatry — all undar cna roal,




Page 20 CLEARWATER BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

“Full'Serviee: Laﬂ'ﬁ:mp g
Renovations. 5 el
Treo Wark SRR ik -
NitrentManageEm v:nt :‘L’E‘] L'[TI:III;:':TEH
PestiManagement s :

Clearwarer Historical Sociery Muscum
Open Wednesday - Saturday 10-2

610 5 Fort Harnson

Clearwater, FLL 33756
clearwarerhistoricalsocicty.org
T27-T54-8019

Great Food
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SHEPHERD'S VILLAGE
Submitted by Sherry Chandler

It started with a sticky note. One word of encouragement
can open a door. One night can change a life.

At Shepherd’s Village, we've seen firsthand how a sticky
note ’r?ped to a fridge can become the first step toward a
new life.

Words like “Find a safe home” or “Sustainable income”
- quiet prayers or bold declarations - represent a single
mom'’s hope for something more. And when a village
surrounds that hope with guidance, resources, and love,
real transformation happens.

Right here in Belleair Bluffs, Shepherd'’s Village helps single
moms, and their kids face their future with confidence.
Over the years, we've seen fridges covered in sticky
notes—faith-filled messages like “Get out of debt,” “Bless
this day,” “Whole family healing,” and “My kids.” Each
note a prayer. Each one a brave beginning.

This fall, we're inviting our community to see what that
transformation looks like at our annual gala. You'll hear
the story of one single mom who recently moved into her
new Habitat for Humanity home -but she’s not alone. Five
fridges covered in sticky-note prayers have now moved into
five new homes. Each one a testimony to what happens
when faith meets action - and a village shows up.

Whether it starts on a fridge, a journal page, or whispered
in prayer, hope grows when it's surrounded by support.

Join us for an inspiring evening of connection, celebration,
and purpose - hosted nearby on Clearwater Beach on
Friday, September 26th at the Opal Sands Resort. For tickets
and Information, visit ShepherdsVillage.com/2025gala.
This isn't just a gala - it's a movement. Be the faith that
fills her home.
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HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS FOR YOUR DOG

By Heidi Herriott

Summer is upon us and that means hurricane season in Florida. Of course, memories of last year’s
devastating storms bring a great deal of anxiety. It is common for people to consider riding out the storm
because they do not want to have to evacuate with their pets or leave them behind. Consider the following.

The starting point for me is always training! If your dog is well trained and comfortable in their kennel,
this will go a long way towards making a difficult time much easier for both you and your pets. If you
have not already done so, embark on a basic training program with your dog(s). Trainers can assist you,
or you can undertake this on your own. A great option is the AKC Canine Good Citizen program. They
have wonderful resources and tutorials online. Search “Training Resources — American Kennel Club”

Why am | talking about training when this should be about preparing for a hurricane? Because helping
your dog through any type of issue will always be easier with a well-trained, well-adjusted pet. When
| train for others as a professional dog trainer, | insist that kennel training be part 01l the program. A
dog who is comfortable in their kennel will go a long way towards making an evacuation easier for
both you, your dog, and the potential caretakers involved along the way. Many people do not evacuate
because their dogs are not kennel trained, and pet friendly shelters require your pet to be in their kennel. Realistically, this
is the ONLY way they can manage these shelters. You will not necessarily be allowed to be with your pet. If they are kennel
trained, and well mannered, they are going to do very well in these situations. Not evacuating because of your pets can put
first responders at risk, so one should consider this very carefully and thoughtfully.

*  Well trained, kennel trained pets will be much easier to deal with in a hotel or friend’s home.
*  They will have much less anxiety during a stressful fime

¢ If someone else must care for them, it should not be a problem

. If you are housebound during the storm, make a potty area inside of mulch, sand, litter,etc.
*  Write their name and your number on their collar

e Ensure all their vet records are up to date and with the kennel. Digital copies on your phone
¢ Check the county website for more great info about pets and storms

. /fA\nd fRemember! Training your dog is the most responsible and loving thing you can do to secure their well-being
or lifel

HeidiHerriott.com/dog-training
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OUR CHILDREN HAVE RIGHTS
Sand Key Park & Beach Cleanup

Our Children Have Rights, a Pinellas nonprofit which assists
parents with child custody & co-parenting, is hosting a
Community Cleanup at Sand Key Park & Beach on Sunday,
August 10th at T0am. Refreshments will be provided.

Community Service Hours are approved, including Bright
Futures Scholarship and Court Ordered Service Hours.

Free Co-Parent Workshop

Our Children Have Rights is hosting a FREE Child Custody
& Co-Parenting Workshop on Tuesday August 5th from
5-6:30pm at the Lew Williams Center for Early Learning,
901 34th Street South in St. Petersburg.

Co-Founders Jake Hornstein & Greg Hill will present on
topics including Parenting Plans, Co-Parent Strategies
For The Upcoming School Year and more. All attendees
will receive free school supplies. The event is supported
by the Juvenile Welfare Board and the Speer Dream
Foundation. For more information contact Jake Hornstein
at JakeHornstein@ourchildrenhaverights.com.

COMMUNITY DENTAL CLINIC

In 2009, Dr. Beth Eschenfelder and the University of Tampa
conducted a Needs Assessment Study for The Salvation
Army. In that study, the number one need identified for
Upper Pinellas County was that of affordable dental care.
The Community Dental Clinic was established shortly
thereafter through the collaboration and tireless efforts of
The Salvation Army, the Clearwater Free Clinic, the Arc of
Tampa Bay and the community.

The clinic is an independent nonprofit organization. They
offer urgent dental care and comprehensive dental services
including exams/x-rays, cleanings, fillings, same day
crowns, root canals, dentures/partials and extractions for
adults in our community who do not have dental insurance
or the financial resources to access the care they desperately
need. Without access to care, treatable dental issues can
lead to serious overall health problems. The goal of the
clinic is to improve the dental health and quality of life of
their patients, reduce the number of missed workdays, and
preclude unnecessary ER visits.

Having operated since 2013 at their current location on
Woodlawn Avenue in Clearwater, the Community Dental
Clinic is ready for expansion. Their new clinic is set to open
for patients in October. The new clinic, located at 1390 South
Missouri Avenue in Clearwater, offers easy access, additional
operatories and state-of-the-art equipment. The Grand
Opening Ceremony will be held on October 2nd at 5:30pm.
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CREATIVE PINELLAS
Submitted by Roman Black

The FloridaRAMA Gallery, located at 2606 Fairfield Ave
South in St. Petersburg, is proud to debut Quiet at Heart,
a striking new video installation by Florida-based artist
Keaton Fox.

Inspired by Joy Williams’ essay of the same name, Quiet at
Heart offers a counter-narrative to Florida's sensationalized
portrayals. Through three-wall video projection, custom
soundscape and a textured environment of sand and turf
underfoot, the installation invites visitors to lose themselves
in a more contemplative version of the state—one that is
subtle, surreal and often at odds with its own mythology.

Thisinstallation was made possible by a $5,000 FloridaRAMA
Fund artist grant, awarded to Fox through Creative Pinellas
to support the creation of artwork that celebrates Florida's
unique cultural, natural and artistic environment. Quiet at
Heart is the culminating exhibition of that grant program.
The exhibit runs through August 30th.

Upcoming Exhibitions at the Gallery at Creative Pinellas

Reclamando Our Untold Stories - An exploration that
bridges art, memory, and collective truth. Rooted in
cultural preservation and intergenerational storytelling,
Reclamando Our Untold Stories uplifts voices and traditions
too often left out of mainstream narratives. August 28th -
November 2nd.

Sacred Pilgrimage: Gaudi and Galban - In honor of Antoni
Gaudi’s birthday, Cuban American artist AGalban presents
a powerful tribute to the visionary architect and his iconic
work, the Sagrada Familia Basilica in Barcelona. August
29th - November 2nd.

Creative Pinellas is located at 12211 Walsingham Road
in Largo. For more information, visit CreativePinellas.org.

CLEARWATER FREE CLINIC

Mark your calendar for Martinis + Matisse on Saturday,
January 24th. This evening of cocktails and culture brings
together people from the community to raise funds to
provide healthcare services for Pinellas County residents
in need. This year’s event will be held at the Frank Crum
building in Clearwater, courtesy of Frank and Brenda Crum.

At Martinis + Matisse, you will experience high-end local
cuisine, and of course, exceptionally smooth martinis. As
in years past, each guest will have the opportunity to bring
home a beautiful piece of donated art. For additional
information, visit MartinisandMatisse.com or call (727)
331-8146. Email MChristiano@clearwaterfreeclinic.org
for sponsorship inquiries.

About Clearwater Free Clinic: Founded in 1977, the
Clearwater Free Clinic provides comprehensive, integrated
medical and behavioral health services to low-income
uninsured residents of Pinellas County. Today, the Clinic
supports 4,000 patients each year and continues to be
largely volunteer driven. The CFC is the only free clinic in
Pinellas County that sees children. The Clinic is located
at 1218 Court Street and is housed in an 11,000 sq. ft.
healthcare facility. The mission of the Clearwater Free Clinic
is to deliver comprehensive medical care to uninsured
families through volunteerism and community partnerships.
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Embrace the luxury-lifestyle you desire!
Brian Pelfrey goes the extra mile for his clients!
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Meridian on Sand Key Crescent Beach Club
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