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Christmas Trees - How Did 
The Tradition Began?

They are not a religious symbol. The tradition 
dates back thousands of year.          - page 20

By Bob Griffin, Publisher

GGenerally, historians agree Odet Philippe was the Pinellas enerally, historians agree Odet Philippe was the Pinellas 
area’s first permanent, non-native settler. In the late-1830s, area’s first permanent, non-native settler. In the late-1830s, 
he established a homestead on the northwest shoreline of he established a homestead on the northwest shoreline of 

Old Tampa Bay where Safety Harbor now exists. That is why the Old Tampa Bay where Safety Harbor now exists. That is why the 
County Park in that area bears his name. County Park in that area bears his name. 
Other than having a homestead in the area, there is much Other than having a homestead in the area, there is much 
disagreement about disagreement about Philippe’s life story.  His early life is impossible 
to verify. It was passed down in possibly embellished stories he 
told his children, who told their children, and they told their 
children. Much of his early history may or may not be true. 
Philippe’s version of the story has him being born in Lyon, France 
in 1787. He was a doctor, who was appointed the Chief Surgeon 
for the French Navy and served under Napoleon Bonaparte. He 
was captured by the British in the Battle of Trafalgar and exiled 
to the Bahamas. After treating the sick in the Bahamas, he was 
granted his freedom in exchange for his promise to never return 
to France or England. Instead, he headed to America, sailing to 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
What we do know is in 1807, in Charleston, Phillipe married Dorothee Desmottes. It is said there, he had 
a medical practice and was involved in large-scale farming. However, historical city directories list him 
as a “segar” maker, an older spelling of the word cigar.
He and Dorothee had four daughters—Louise Poleanne, Elizabeth Octavia, Septima Marie and 
Melanie. It is believed that Dorothee died in 1825, after giving birth to Melanie. Philippe then married 
Marie Charlotte Florance, Septima’s godmother.                                                        Continued on page 6

ODET PHILIPPE - PINELLAS’ FIRST SETTLERODET PHILIPPE - PINELLAS’ FIRST SETTLER  

Marker at Philippe Park in Safety Harbor

Holiday Events
Don’t miss your favorite 
event. We have a list 
of the upcoming local 
Holiday Celebrations 

- page 23 

Publishers Retiring
Bob & Becky Griffin, Publishers of this News Magazine, 
are retiring after this issue, but the Magazine will 
continue.					            - page 9

Profile of a Local 
Clearwater Artist 
Kathleen Slaven is a 
local nature artist with 
a studio inside her 
home over looking 
the bay. She spends 
her days drawing 
what she sees her 
backyard.	

- page 24
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CLEARWATER BEACH 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it Neighborhood News 
because it is about your neighborhood 
- Clearwater Beach. It is mailed to the 
entire 33767 zip code including Island 
Estates and Sand Key - about 5,000 
households, six times a year.
You can pick up additional copies at the 
Beach Chamber Office, The Beach Rec 
Center, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, Sand 
Key Realty or the Island Estates UPS. 
We hope you enjoy our newsletter and 
we want your input. Did you like this 
issue? What suggestions do you have for 
future articles? Call or email us with your 
comments, or take our online survey at 
beachnewsletters.com.
Keep up to date with your local news; 
follow us on Facebook at Neighborhood 
News Magazine.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-430-8300
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN 
IN FEBRUARY

CREDITS

DECEMBER
Holiday Lights Florida Botanical Gardens  
Tree Lighting Coachman Park 	  1 
Holiday Experience Station Square 	  2 
Chapel By The Sea Toy Drive Begins 3 
Breakfast With Santa CMA 		  3 
Clearwater City Council Meeting 	  7 
Hanukkah Celebration Coachman Park 7 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 	  7 
Hanukkah Begins 			   7 
Santa At Heritage Village 		   9 
Clearwater Yacht Club Boat Parade 	 9 
Pinellas Chemical Collection Event 	  9 
Clearwater Holiday Mt Coachman Park 9 
Plant Sale Botanical Gardens 	  9-10 
Lunch With Santa Chapel By The Sea                    10 
Peace Memorial Concert 		   10
Making Spirits Bright Parade 	  12 
Island Estates Assn. Winter Social    	  12 
Hanukkah Reading Beach Library 	  13 
Gingerbread Workshop Beach Library 15 
Movie in Coachman Park 		   15 
Santa At Heritage Village 		   16 
The Girl Gang Christmas Market 	  16 
Chapel By The Sea Carols 		  18 

Winter Begins - Winter Solstice 	  21 
Clearwater City Council Meeting 	  21 
Public School Closed 		   22
Christmas Day Monday		   25 
Kwanzaa Begins 			    26 
Boxing Day 			    26 
Beach Day Relia Quest Bowl 	  30 
New Years Eve 			    31 
Fireworks Clearwater Pass 		  31 

JANUARY

Happy New Year 
New Years Day Monday 		   1 
Relia Quest Bowl Tampa 		   1 
Clearwater City Council Meeting 	  4 
Epiphany Tarpon Springs	  6 
Dunedin Art Show 		   6-7 
NCAA Football Finals On Tv 	  8 
Public School Reopen	  8 
Household Chemical Collection Event                   13 
Peace Memorial Concert Free	  14 
Martin Luther King Jr Day		   15 
Public Schools Closed	  15 

 CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENTS
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SUGAR SAND
FESTIVAL THEME
ANNOUNCED The 
Pier 60 Sugar Sand 
Festival returns to 
Clearwater Beach 
March 29th to April 
14th. This year, the 
festival celebrates its 
10-year anniversary 
with the theme, “Sands 

of Time”conveying a sense of nostalgia, celebration and 
appreciation for the festival’s past ten years, while looking 
forward to an even more exciting and inspiring future for the 
art of sand sculpting.
General admission to the sculpture exhibit will be $14 and free 
for children 3 years old and younger. Discounted tickets for 
military personnel, police officers, firefighters, teachers and 
healthcare workers can be purchased for $10 on “Frontline 
Fridays,” which are March 29th, April 5th, and April 12th. 
The discounted tickets will be available at the gate only with 
proper identification. All other tickets can be purchased online 
at SugarSandFestival.com, beginning in December.
New this year is “Timeless Tuesdays.” Visitors aged 60 and 
older can enjoy a discounted ticket price of $12 each on 
Tuesdays: April 2nd and April 9th. For more information, visit 
SugarSandFestival.com.	    	               	     			       	    	               	     			       
HEALTH INSURANCE OPEN ENROLLMENT For those that 
buy insurance on HealthCare.gov, open enrollment started last 
month and ends January 16th. Now is the time for individuals 
and families not insured through their employers to enroll or 
change plans for 2024.
Before enrolling, decide your medical needs and how much 
you can afford to pay in premiums and deductibles. Premiums 
have increased an average of 4 percent, but most people will 
qualify for enhanced federal premium subsidies. To register, 
call 800-318-2596 or visit HealthCare.gov.”		
FLAMINGO BANDING Late 
August’s Hurricane Idalia 
surprising brought - flamingos! 
One flamingo, Peaches, 
was rescued, and successful 
rehabilitated by the Seaside 
Seabird Sanctuary. Before being 
released, Peaches was tagged 
with a band that will provide 
the birds’ location information. 
Peaches’ band created some 
community concerns, but be 
assured, all is well. Audubon Florida says, “More than 1.2 
million birds are safely banded each year in the U.S., as well 
as over 1,000 flamingos globally. The bands are specifically 
designed to ensure comfort and cause no health or well-being 
issues for the species. Although it may seem bulky, the band is 
not heavy, working off solar panels to prevent the need for a 
heavy battery.”
The data obtain from the satellite transmitter will allow scientists 
to follow these flamingos and see how they are faring outside 
their normal area.

Did You Know
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HAZARDOUS WASTE Some things can not be put in your 
garbage can – lawn chemicals, paints, automotive products, 
etc. These items need to be brought to a Household Hazardous 
Waste day at the North Recycling Center, 29582 US Hwy 
19 N., just north of Countryside Mall. Upcoming dates are: 
December 9, January 13 and 27, 9am to 2pm. PinellasCounty.
org/Utilities/Mobile has a list of acceptable items. 
The HHW plant at 2855 109th Ave N., St. Petersburg, is open 
Tuesday - Friday, 7:30am – 5pm and two Saturdays a month. 		         		         
HOW MUCH WATER IS ENOUGH? Daily, a live Christmas 
tree can “drink” a quart of water for every inch of the trunk’s 
diameter. Water your tree daily. Too little water can cause resin 
to form across the cut on the trunk, making it impossible for the 
tree to absorb water, and causing it to dry out quickly.
There is more at stake than just aesthetics — a dry Christmas 
tree can pose a real danger. Between 2015 and 2019, U.S. fire 
departments reported more than 160 home fires were started 
by Christmas trees each year. It can take less than 30 seconds 
for a dry tree to burn most of your living room.	      						            	      						            
MUSIC OF THE HOLIDAYS Enjoy your favorite holiday songs 
with the barbershop-style quartets of the Florida Suncoast 
Chorus at the Countryside Library, 2642 Sabal Springs Drive. 
Registration is not required, but space is limited and offered on 
a first-come, first-served basis. MyClearwaterLibrary.com.  	             	           
JOHN’S PASS SEAFOOD FESTIVAL RETURNS The 42nd 
Annual John’s Pass Seafood Festival will take place Jan 19-
21, 2024. Enjoy Art & Craft vendors, lots and lots of seafood 
vendors, live music, a children’s area, and fishing expo: Fri 
2-10pm, Sat 10am-10pm, and Sun 10am-6pm.  	            	          
THROW THE PAPER AWAY Christmas wrapping paper often 
is not recyclable. Usually it has a shiny or laminated coating 
on the paper. Many times it can not be recycled because of the 
materials that are used to make it. The paper is commonly dyed, 
laminated or contains colored shapes, glitter and plastics, which 
all contaminate recycling. It may be so thin, it gets tangle in 
equipment. Many times the paper still has tape attached to it, 
also making recycling difficult. So just to safe be throw it out. 	          	          
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS FEBRUARY 1 If you need another copy 
of this magazine, you may pick up one up at the Beach Chamber 
Office, The Beach Rec Center, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, Sand Key 
Realty or the Island Estates UPS. Call 430-8300 if you need more 
than a few. Read this issue, and others, BeachNewsletters.com 
and follow us on Facebook for ongoing local news. 

and More . . .
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In 1822, Philippe filed for U.S. 
citizenship while still in Charleston. 
Having financial difficulties, he and his 
family left Charleston on “The Ney,” 
his large schooner named after one of 
Napoleon’s marshals. They eventually 
settling in the Indian River area (today’s 
Ft. Lauderdale). Phillipe was befriended 
by the local Indians who taught him 
to farm citrus and other tropical fruits 
including mangoes, guavas, and 
avocados. They also taught him the 
medicinal value of locally grown herbs. 
Warned of an Indian uprising, he and 
his family sailed to of Key West in 1829. 
There, he set up a medical practice 
and established one Key West’s first 
cigar factories. By 1833, Philippe had 
been appointed Justice of the Peace 
for Monroe County, which included the 
entire Florida Keys. 
In Key West, Philippe encountered 
Captain John Gomez, a well-known 
pirate who frequented the Caribbean 
and the Gulf of Mexico. It was said, 
Gomez actually captured Philippe 
and forced him to treat his sick crew. 
He treated them with herbs and other 
medicines, all things he had learned 
from the Indians. During this time, 
Gomez showed Philippe a map of the 
west coast of Florida and a bay known 
as La Bahia del Espiritu Santo—Tampa 
Bay. He told Philippe it was “the finest 
place I’ve seen in this world.”
Shortly after, Philippe left Key West. 
There are many theories as to why he 
left Key West—one is his relationship 
with the pirates was catching up with 
him. His wife Marie had become sick 
or possibly mentally ill and he left her 
behind. She died about ten years later 
and is buried in the Key West Cemetery. 
Philippe, now traveling with his two 
daughters, Elizabeth and Melanie, 
sailed north to Tampa, the place he 
heard about from Gomez – “the finest 
place in the world.” 
When Philippe arrived in Tampa  about 
1835, Florida was still a territory and 
central Florida was a wilderness with no 
roads or even wagon trails. The land was 
heavily covered with forests, palmettos, 
dense shrubs, and tall grasses. Tampa 
was a very small town with its own fort—
Fort Brooke.
Records show in 1839 Philippe bought 
three parcels of land on Tampa Street 
for $100. On these lots, he erected two 
billiard parlors and pinball alleys to 
entice the soldiers at Ft. Brooke. Records 
also show that he owned an oyster 
house, two slaves, a horse, four mules, 

five cows, six calves, hogs, hunting 
dogs, and a wagon.
He discovered a more remote safe 
harbor in the northwest corner of 
Tampa Bay – today’s Safety Harbor and 
moved his remaining family there by 
boat around 1840. He chose to settle 
near the shore “at the point, the head 
of the bay” near a large existing Indian 
mound. There, he built a house from 
the surrounding pine and oak trees and 
named it “St. Helena,” after the island 
upon which Napoleon was exiled.
The site, just north of the Town of Safety 
Harbor was a long-abandoned camp for 
the Tocobago Indians. Today it is Pinellas 
County’s Philippe Park. The well preserved 
Indian Mound is there even today, within 
the park’s boundaries. In 1880, it was 
recorded to be twenty-feet high, one of 
the tallest found in Pinellas County. 
The U.S. Census for 1840 lists Philippe in 
Hillsborough County, which at the time 
included the Pinellas Peninsula. Only 
nineteen other “head of households” 
were listed in that Census on what 
would be the Pinellas Peninsula. 
Taking advantage of the new Armed 
Occupation Act of 1842, Philippe 
claimed the 160 acres where he already 
lived. He filed a land claim on November 
1, 1842, for land on “Worth’s Harbor” 
at the head of Old Tampa Bay. 
Having learned about citrus farming 
when living in the Indian River area, 
he planting oranges, limes and a large 
citrus fruit known as pomelo. Later he 
added tangerines, sapodillas, mangoes, 
guavas, lemons, and avocados. He also 
grew tobacco with seeds he brought 
from Key West and Cuba. 
Philippe readily shared his knowledge 
and even seedlings with other settlers. 
He grew grapefruit from seeds and 
developed a method of budding and 
grafting to improve his crops. It is 
believed he was the first citrus farmer 
to plant trees in rows — something 
common today. The Indian mound was 
said to be covered in citrus trees. 
Traveling to Tampa regularly, Philippe 
sold his citrus, vegetables, and cattle 
to the troops. He started a one-man 
cigar making business and today is 
recognized as Tampa’s first cigar maker,  
way before there was an Ybor City. 
Philippe and his family lived through the 
famous “Gale of 1848,” a hurricane that 
hit the Tampa Bay area in September and 
is estimated to be a category two. They 
are said to have survived the storm and 
subsequent flooding by staying on top of 
the Indian mound until the waters receded. 

T h e 
h u r r i c a n e 
d e s t r o y e d 
the house, 
killed their 
citrus grove, 
and nearly 
w a s h e d 
away part 
of the Indian 
M o u n d . 
When he 
r e b u i l t , 
Philippe 
moved his house to higher ground on 
the south side of the mound. 
Philippe’s second home was larger. Still 
living with his two daughters, the house 
had two rooms in the front, separated by 
a hallway and another one in the back. 
The two front rooms were bedrooms 
occupied by the girls; Philippe slept in 
a loft above the large back room. That 
house remained standing until 1916.
His youngest daughter Melanie, married 
Richard J. Booth, a Seminole Indian War 
veteran, in 1852. On August 4, 1853, 
they had a son, Odet “Keeter” Booth, 
the first non-native child born on the 
Pinellas Peninsula.
During the Civil War from 1860-1864, 
Federal troops blockaded Tampa Bay. 
Philippe and his family spent the war in 
the Brooksville area, returning when the 
war was over.  
Philippe died in 1869, and was buried on 
his homestead - today’s “Philippe Park.” 
His grave’s exact location is unknown. 
Odet Philippe can certainly stake his 
claim as the founding father of Safety 
Harbor and possibly Pinellas County. 
He is credited with introducing the 
grapefruit tree and its fruit to Florida. 
He was inducted into the Citrus Hall 
of Fame in 1963. He is recognized by 
many as Tampa’s first cigar maker in a 
community once known as “Cigar City.” 
However, there is another version of 
Odet Philippe’s life. As a man known 
to have dark skin and African features, 
many theorized Philippe was actually the 
slave of a French landowner and came 
to America from Haiti not the Bahamas. 
He wasn’t born in France, but in Africa, 
and slipped into American life as a free 
man when he arrived in Charleston. It is 
also theorized he was a slave trader and 
was known to own slaves. If he had been 
a slave, he certainly would have wanted 
to keep that a secret. The truth? Since 
his early history is just word of mouth, 
passed down through the generations, 
no one will ever really know.

ODET PHILIPPE, Continued
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25 LESSONS LEARNED
 OVER 50 YEARS – PART 1

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
As one goes through a career, you 
accumulate wisdom from others and 
sometimes you create a few pearls 
yourself. This is first of two-part series 
about twenty-five pieces of wisdom to 
ponder as you think about financial 
planning, goal setting, saving, and 
investment management. 
1) Financial planning is the glue that 
brings it all together. Everything else, 
including investing is a subset of the plan.
2) Pick a competent and ethical financial planner that has 
good table-side manners much like you want a doctor with 
good bedside manners.
3) There are many credentials financial planners have but the 
CFP® designation is the gold standard and they are required 
to work as a fiduciary acting in your best interest.
4) Never take any action or invest in anything you do not 
understand. If you have doubts, follow your instinct to walk 
away.
5) The more that someone pushes a product or an idea, the 
more likely it is better for them than it is for you.
6) While taxes are an important consideration when making 
or selling an investment, it is economics that are most 
important. 
7) If a financial decision does not add value to your life, why 
do it? If you do not see value in an investment going forward 
sell it no matter the profit or loss.
8) Over a long period of time, more of your return comes 
from asset allocation rather than investment selection.
9) Rebalance your asset allocation at least annually. This 
means you sell some of your winners to buy some of your 
losers. It forces you to sell the things that went up (high) and 
buy those that went down (low). What a concept.
10) Do not fall in love with your investments and most 
importantly do not fall in love with a deal regardless of you 
being the buyer or seller. Emotions have no place in the room.
11) There is nothing wrong with saying, “No.” Never feel 
obligated to do anything that does not “feel” right/good.
12) We are all going to make mistakes, so cut your losses 
early. Do not hope for the impossible to bail you out.
If you have others to add to the list, please send them to 
ferrara@provise.com. We always offer a complimentary 
consultation in either our Tampa or Clearwater office or by 
Zoom. 26) Do not pass up a good opportunity.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chair and CEO 
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, info@provise.com 

The information herein is general and educational in nature and 
should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations 
are complex and are subject to change.
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise 
Management Group, LLC.
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AND THAT FOLKS IS A FINAL WRAP….
As many people do at the end of the year, we have been taking some time to plan the 
next steps in our lives. We are in our 18th year of publishing our Neighborhood News 
Magazine - 84 issues in Clearwater Beach alone, and have decided now is the right time 
to take a breath, slow down, and retire.
Starting in January, we will no longer be producing this publication, but have no fear, 
it is not going away. We are turning it, and the Belleair Area edition, over to Bob’s 
daughter and son-in-law, Lora and Pete Magnani, who live nearby in Dunedin. Over 
the last two years, they have been producing the Indian Rocks Beach News Magazine 

learning the ins-and-outs of what we do and how we do it and recently started a new Dunedin 
News Magazine. 
While this will be their publication, they are not planning to make any changes and we – well 
primarily Bob – will continue to write some stories. The look and feel will stay the same, the 
only real change will be the names and contact information on the inside cover. We will 

be available to guide and help them in any way needed and we expect the The News 
Magazines to continue for a very long time. 
To our advertisers, many of which have been with us since day one, thank you for 
your many years of support. You will be receiving a letter in the mail introducing  
Lora and Pete along with their contact information. All ads and renewals will go 
through them. 
We are excited to start this next chapter in our lives. In preparation for this 
change, we downsized and move off the beach to Clearwater. We also bought 
a second home in North Carolina - where both our parents were raised - and 
will be true “snowbirds.” Of course, we will also continue to travel and enjoy 

extended stays in our travel trailer. For now, we will continue to publish our Best 
Restaurant Magazine and the Beach Directory, each twice a year. 
We have enjoyed publishing this magazine and getting to know each of you as readers, 
advertisers, neighbors, and friends. We hope you will be as welcoming to Lora and 
Pete as you have been to us. 
Don’t think you are rid of us though. You will still see us around town, we aren’t 
leaving. This is where our family and friends are - it will always be home.     

Thank you for everything - Becky & Bob Griffin
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CLEARWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
CELEBRATES BELLEVIEW-BILTMORE

The “White Queen of the Gulf” with its shining white paint and 
green shingle roof was not always painted white. This is one 
of the many discoveries in the CELEBRATING THE BELLEVIEW 
-BILTMORE Exhibition at the Clearwater Historical Society 
Museum open through February 10.
The Exhibit Committee, in partnership with the Belleview Inn, 
has highlighted one of the most famous, and controversial, 
Clearwater landmarks. Photographs of the hotel’s construction, 
luxurious furnishings, famous guests, and artifacts from the 
resort’s heyday are all featured.
Opened by railroad tycoon Henry B. Plant in 1897, the 
Belleview-Biltmore once was 350,000 square feet. It had many 
lives serving as a grand resort, one time lodging for WWII 
servicemen, and a destination for first-time tourists to Florida’s 
West Coast. Over a century of guests entered its doors and that 
continues today in the 35-room Belleview Inn opened in 2018.
The Clearwater Historical Society, established in 1978, with a 
mission to educate, collect, preserve exhibit and promote the 
people, culture and events of Clearwater’s rich past celebrates 
the Belleview-Biltmore’s role and influence in local history.  The 
exhibit is open Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10 am – 2 pm at 
the Clearwater Historical Society Museum 610 S. Fort Harrison 
Ave, Clearwater. Admission is by donation and free parking is 
available. For more information, call 727-754-8019 or e-mail 
clearwaterhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

ORIGINAL HOOTERS DONATES 
OVER ONE MILLION DOLLARS

During Hooters 40th 
Anniversary Breast 
Cancer Research 
benefit concert, 
representatives from 
the Original HOOTERS 
presented a donations 
of $825,000 to Moffitt 
Cancer Center and
$250,000 to Morton Plant Mease Hospital. The Original 
Hooters Co-Founders Ed Droste, Gil DiGiannantonio, Dennis 
Johnson and CEO Neil Kiefer presented a combined total of 
$1,075,000 in donations.
Part of the money was raised during their annual “Give a Hoot” 
Campaign through in-store donations and calendar sales in 
honor of Kelly Jo Dowd. Dowd, a Hooters Girl and eventual 
Hooters manager in Palm Harbor, lost her life to this awful 
disease.  Her mission was to advocate for early detection 
amongst her Hooters family and they are fulfilling her wish 
through this campaign, which has raised almost $10 million 
nationwide.
The Moffitt Cancer Center donation is being used to help fund 
a clinical trial using an immune response to target mutations in 
women with metastatic breast cancer. Hopefully, this vaccination 
against common mutations will extend women’s survival rates.
The Morton Plant Mease Hospital donation will help fund their 
Mammography Voucher Program that reduces barriers low 
income Pinellas County women under 50 face in obtaining 
breast cancer screenings, diagnostic exams, and treatment. 
The Original HOOTERS and the City of Clearwater, held the 
benefit concert for Breast Cancer Research at The Sound at 
Coachman Park with the Grammy award-winning band 
Chicago in October. Proceeds from the concert were also 
donated to the two organizations. 
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NOAH’S COFFEE PLACE 
This new place to get a 
nice cup of coffee opened 
in October on Island 
Estates. Owned by Alex 
McGarrity, a resident of 
Island Estates, she named 
it after her son, Noah.
Noah’s Coffee Place 
serves all the usual special 
coffees, as well as locally 
baked muffins, cookies, 
and French pastries. 
There is no baking on site, 
but all the foods are prepared locally. The menu also includes 
sandwiches and wraps to go.
The walls of the coffee shop are adorned with paintings created 
by the children of Step Beyond Development ABA Therapy.
McGarrity has a food business background and attended chef’s 
college in southern Florida. She has worked as a private chef, 
and was the Director of Operations for a major Miami restaurant.
Noah’s Coffee Place is open 7:30am to 2:30pm, seven days 
a week, serving breakfast and lunch items at 292 Windward 
Passage, next to the Windward Bar & Grill. Get more 
information at www.Noahs.cafe.            	                    	          
DOCKSIDE DONATES Crabby’s Dockside loaded an entire 
SUV with turkeys & hams and delivered them to St. Paul United 
Methodist Church in time for the holidays. These donations 
will help feed those less fortunate.          	                    	          
NO MORE BROWN BOXER PUBS The Brown Boxer at 483 
Mandalay Avenue, in the Pelican Walk Shopping Center on 
Clearwater Beach, closed in October. 
The owner of the shopping center is reopening the restaurant 
and has hired Jeff Brown, previously with Brown Boxer, to run 
it. The crew is currently working on cosmetic upgrades and 
hopes to have it open any day. Downstairs will be called Salt 
House and upstairs will be Salt Social. They are still waiting 
on the transfer of the liquor license, which will ultimately 
determine the reopening date.
The Brown Boxer at 741 Bayway Blvd, on Clearwater Beach 
closed earlier this year and was replaced by PJ O’Reilly’s, an 
Irish Pub.                                                                                                                                                                                      
ISLAND WAY GRILL’S MANAGER 
RECOGNIZED Sheri Aquilar, 
longtime General Manager and 
the special events coordinator of 
Island Way Grill, was awarded the 
Carol Hague AchieveHERS Woman 
of the Year award at AMPLIFY 
Clearwater’s 2023 Stellar Awards: 
Recognizing Business Excellence.
The award recognizes woman 
who distinguish themselves in the 
organization, her profession, and 
her community. The AchieveHERS is a professional women’s 
networking and mentorship organization.          	        	
RESTAURANT NEWS WANTED If your restaurant has news 
or an upcoming event we can include in this News Magazine, 
please e-mail Pete@MagriffProductions.com or call 
(813) 239-6862.

Bar & Restaurant News
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! Backwater’s on Sand Key opened 23 
years ago. For years the restaurant celebrated its anniversary 
in January, but since is was purchased by the Pappas family in 
November of 2021, the annual anniversary party has moved 
to November. The staff (above) and patrons recently celebrated 
their second anniversary on Sand Key with a big party. 
“Thank you to everyone for two amazing years, we are grateful 
for all of the support; we had an amazing celebration,” says 
Constantino Pappas. “We are fortunate to have such a great 
staff and great customers, and they make Backwaters what it 
is. Cheers to many years ahead!”
Backwaters on Sand Key is in the Shoppes on Sand Key, 1261 
Gulf Blvd. 	           	           
MASON’S FAMOUS LOBSTER ROLLS Opening in the 
Bonefish Plaza in Belleair Bluffs, this new restaurant specializing 
in lobster sandwiches is under construction. There is no 
announced opening date yet. Mason’s originated in Annapolis, 
Maryland in 2014. There is another one, nearby, at 501 1st 
Avenue North in downtown St. Petersburg. 
Get more information at MasonsLobster.com.	            	            

BEACHSIDE BEACH STROLL CHALLENGE Beachside Hospitality, 
one of Clearwater Beaches largest restaurant groups, has introduced 
the “Beach Stroll” Challenge. Participants pick up a “passport” at one 
of their restaurants and start walking. Spend a minimum of $10 at 
each restaurant and they will punch your passport. There is no time 
limit and no specific route. When you visit your last location, turn in 
your passport, and receive an exclusive “Stroll Challenge T-Shirt.” 
These shirts are not for sale, the only way to get one is to complete 
the challenge. More details are available at their participating 
restaurants: Crabby’s Hideaway, Salty Crab, Crabby’s Dockside, 
Crabby’s Bar & Grill and Salty’s Island Bar & Grill.           	                          	                
75 YEARS AND COUNTING Bob Heilman’s Beachcomber 
turned 75 in November. Specializing in comfort food, made 
to order, it is one of Clearwater Beach’s oldest continuously 
operating restaurants. Find them at 447 Mandalay Avenue. 
Visit BobHeilmansBeachcomber.com to see their menu.

Bar & Restaurant News
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Bar & Restaurant News
SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE AT
DUNEDIN MIX
This new mixed-use, New 
Orleans inspired food 
hall and retail space 
is opening soon at the 
corner of Skinner Blvd 
and Broadway, at 990 
Broadway. The 10,000 
square-foot, two-story space will feature an indoor courtyard, a 
“French industrialist/mixologist” carousel bar and  provide flavors 
that will suit any palate. Vendors include:
Huli Bowl & Rotisserie: Chef Jason Cline will provide a taste of the 
Pacific Islands with Polynesian cuisine featuring Poke Bowls and 
Hawaiian BBQ chicken.
Al Dente Homemade Pizza & Pasta: In keeping with their Venetian 
roots, Chef Paolo and Patty Polo will make bread and pastas daily. 
All dishes are made from scratch.
At Spoons: Chef Shawn Leary will offer globally inspired tapas, 
such as the Peruvian ceviche, Japanese dumplings, and Maryland 
crab cakes.
The Green Table Smash Box: vegan smash burgers and milkshakes.
Circle 1852 Carousel Bar: The highlight of the food hall, it is 
reminiscent of New Orleans’ Hotel Monteleone. With 21 seats, the 
slow moving carousel offers craft cocktails.
Visit www.dunedinmix.com.		
SHALLOT SAVORY THAI On the north end of the beach, this 
new Thai restaurant is scheduled to open any day. The small 
restaurant will only have a few tables and will primarily be for 
takeout and delivery. Watch for them to open at the corner 53 
Baymont Street, one block east of Mandalay Avenue. 		
BAVAROS PIZZA 
AND PASTARIA
TO OPEN Still 
under constructions, 
this family-owned 
business started in 
Tampa in 2009 with 
the claim to fame 
of being the first 
traditional Neapolitan Pizzeria in Florida. They now have several 
locations around the Tampa Bay area.
They will offer dine-in, take-out and delivery. Find them at 468 
Mandalay Avenue, across from the CVS store. See their menu at 
BavarosPizza.com.  	     	    
BEACHSIDE BLISS BAR This new startup, now open, offers 
an alternative to alcohol - all-natural Cannabis Cocktails. 
“We blend all natural juice extracts, boba teas, iced teas, and 
lemonades with the option of adding THC to the beverages,” 
says Italia, who is managing operations. “We have custom 
blends for reduced anxiety, better sleep, happiness, and focus.”
The business offers 100% federally legal marijuana, 
mushroom, THC and CBD products, with no prescription card 
needed. “We sell dispensary-quality vapes and edibles, along 
with pet-friendly CBD products for dogs and cats.” says Amy, 
the startup’s “BlissTender.”
Beachside Bliss Bar is located at 63 Baymont Street and is 
partnered with Beachside Wellness Medical Spa, which opens 
this month in the same Plaza. 
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CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
The Club is one of the oldest Yacht Clubs in the country, 
continuing the long-standing tradition the world over. You don’t 
need a boat to join in the fun at CYC in Clearwater Beach. Many 
members don’t have boats. Their social activities center around 
parties in their restaurant or at their Tiki Bar.
Their Winter membership opportunity runs November 1st 
through March 31st. It has no initiation fee and monthly dues 
are $250. Winter Club Members can use the pool, tiki bar, 
dining room and other amenities at the newly remodeled club. 
Members can also enjoy day dockage on the club’s brand new 
docks. Best of all, you can meet new people. Call the Yacht 
Club’s office, 447-6000. Visit ClearwaterYachtCLub.org, or 
e-mail Office@ClearwaterYachtClub.org.
BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB (BWRC)
Belleair Women’s Republican Club will meet on December 1 
where happy voices of holiday greetings and Christmas music 
will fill the air to enjoy fellowship with each other and a great 
meal, as they usher in the happiest time of the year. 
On January 5, 2024, BWRC will welcome GOP Chairman of 
Pinellas County, Adam Ross. Prior to being elected Pinellas GOP 
Chairman in 2022, Adam was involved in local Florida politics 
and the Pinellas GOP for several years by volunteering for local, 
statewide, and federal candidates.  Adam was Pinellas GOP 
membership director for several years, served as Pinellas GOP 
Vice-Chairman from 2020 – 2022, and Legal Counsel from 
2018 – 2020. Adam brings with him a diversified professional 
background. Before graduating from law school, he started his 
professional career on Wall Street at Lek Securities Corporation, 
then became an Assistant State Attorney in 2011, and is currently 
the Executive Director for the local State Attorney’s Office.
Both meetings are at Belleair Country Club, One Country 
Club Lane, Belleair, Florida. Social time begins at 11:30, with 
luncheon and program at noon. Please visit bwrc.us, “Events 
& Reservations,” for details about reservations and timely 
payment. Unfortunately, walk-ups cannot be accommodated. 
Adam was Pinellas GOP membership director for several years, 
served as Pinellas GOP Vice-Chairman from 2020 – 2022, and 
Legal Counsel from 2018 – 2020. Adam brings with him a 
diversified professional background. Before graduating from 
law school, he started his professional career on Wall Street 
at Lek Securities Corporation, then became an Assistant State 
Attorney in 2011, and is currently the Executive Director for the 
local State Attorney’s Office.
Both meetings are at Belleair Country Club, One Country 
Club Lane, Belleair, Florida. Social time begins at 11:30, with 
luncheon and program at noon. Please visit bwrc.us, “Events 
& Reservations,” for details about reservations and timely 
payment. Unfortunately, walk-ups cannot be accommodated. 
CLEARWATER COMMUNITY SAILING CENTER 
They are having a fundraiser to raise $10,000 to build a 
storage shed to store windsurfing gear. They previously keep 
it in a trailer on property, but Hurricane Idalia destroyed 
it. The gear is currently being kept out in the sun. Visit 
clearwatercommunitysailing.org and click on the Support 
CCSC - New Windsurfing Trailer  to donate.
They are also offering gift certificates, which make a great 
holiday gift! There are so many fun options, they offer two hour 
sailing lessons - the perfect start to getting out there on the 
water! They also have membership options and boat rentals, 
all great gifts for your loved ones.

Community News...
SAND KEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION (SKCA)
BDA Testing Is Well Underway - The SKCA is happy to report 
after three years of working with city and county government 
officials, fire marshals, and frequency testing companies 
plus countless hours facilitating informational meetings with 
members, there is a clear path forward in getting buildings 
tested for fire communication. 
“The BDA (bi-directional amplifier) issue was a serious one for 
high-rise condominium residents on Sand Key”, said SKCA 
President, Jens Cavallius. “With rising insurance costs and 
new laws affecting condominium owners, we were happy to 
facilitate resolution of this issue that saved potentially hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on amplifier systems. We recognized 
the importance of first responders being able to communicate 
with each other during a fire or disaster and realized the 
process to get buildings tested was not as straightforward 
could have been. We worked to bring elected officials together 
with residents to find a way forward.”
After three years, the testing process is well underway. Special 
thanks to Mr. Fred Irwin, who spent countless hours with local 
officials to raise awareness of the BDA issue. His advocacy on 
behalf of all SKCA members was greatly appreciated. 
SKCA Helps to Beautify Sand Key - The SKCA, in conjunction 
with the City of Clearwater and the Arts Alliance Signal Box 
Art Program, commissioned a local artist to create artwork for 
the signal equipment box next to the Clearwater fire station on 
Sand Key (#44 just south of the Sand Key bridge). The artist, 
Ann Murphy of Sand Key selected a theme that spoke to the 
neighborhood’s identity and submitted renderings to the City 
for approval. She did a terrific job adding a beautiful design to 
an otherwise ugly gray box on the side of the road. 
“I was happy to do it,” Ann said. “The design was based on 
inspiration from our beautiful beach here on Sand Key.” 
The SKCA was happy to take part in this citywide initiative to 
beautify our area and highlight a local artist. They will host 
Ms. Murphy at the December 6th meeting to thank her for her 
contribution in elevating Sand Key’s neighborhood pride! 
FLORIDA BOTANICAL GARDENS
Submitted by Allie Fisher
The holiday events are in full swing at the Florida Botanical 
Gardens. Our largest annual winter event, Holiday Lights in 
the Gardens, will run from Friday, November 24th-Sunday, 
December 31st from 5:30-9:30pm nightly. The Gardens will 
sparkle with one million twinkling LED lights in a multitude of 
colors to wow guests of all ages. In addition to the sights and 
sounds, there will be a variety of volunteer performances nightly. 
Stop by our new Majeed Discovery Garden (MDG) for free 
kid’s crafts led by our Children’s Garden Educator on Monday 
and Friday evenings throughout the month of December. In 
addition, our new Welcome Center and Botanical Bounty Gift 
Shop will be open nightly.
Our annual Gift & Plant Sale will take place on Saturday, 
December 9th from 10am-9pm and Sunday, December 10th 
from 8am-3pm. Stop by Saturday’s night market to shop a 
variety of vendors while enjoying our twinkling holiday lights.
Lastly, don’t forget to participate in our instructor-led Holiday 
Wreath Workshops on Saturday, December 2nd from 
4-5:30pm. Design a one-of-a-kind wreath to place in your 
home just in time for the winter holidays. For more information 
on our holiday events, visit FLBGFoundation.org/events.
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OUR CHILDREN HAVE 
RIGHTS RECOGNIZED 
(OCHR) OCHR received 
AMPLIFY Clearwater’s 
“Community Spirit Award” 
recognizing
 Business Excellence. This 
recognition pays tribute 
to an organization, that 
although small, makes 
a big difference in the 
lives of others. They are 

committed to corporate social responsibility and dedicated to 
making the Tampa Bay Region a better place to live, work, 
and play. Nonprofits and for-profits alike can participate in this 
award. “We’re honored to have been included at the AMPLIFY 
Clearwater Stellar Awards with many outstanding organizations 
across Tampa Bay,” said Jake Hornstein, Co-Founder & COO 
for OCHR. “Joining the chamber is one of the best business 
decisions we’ve made. We’re grateful to everyone who has 
supported our mission to “Protect the rights of children to have 
access to their parents by providing education, resources, and 
support services for successful co-parenting strategies”. 	            	           
HOSTING FREE CANCER SCREENING EVENTS Do you 
live in a retirement community, mobile home park, active adult 
living or assisted living community or participate in monthly 
social groups? This message is for you! Physicians and nurse 
practitioners with Florida Dermatology & Skin Cancer Centers 
(FLDSCC) are interested in coming to visit your community! 
The team at FLDSCC hosts coffee talks, snack and chats, skin 
cancer screening events, and sponsorship opportunities in 
communities like yours year-round. We are scheduling events 
and seminars now for the winter & spring months. For more 
information and to schedule an event, contact Cora Ligon at 
863-838-5475 or cora@ligonmarketing.com.        	                   	           
2024 IS AROUND THE CORNER Prepare for the new year 
with the new Clearwater Marina Aquarium calendar. Enjoy an 
inspiring look at CMA’s resident animals and other amazing 
marine life all year long. The calendar includes important 
holidays, animals rescue dates, birthdays, photos, and more!
Receive a copy of their 2024 calendar with your gift of $24 and 
help support our rescue and conservation efforts throughout 
the year. Order it at www.cmaquarium.org, on the Shop tab.		
NEW FISHING STORE OPENS 
Local residents Steve and 
Heather Hunsucker, owners of 
Reel Deal Sportfishing based 
in the Clearwater Marina, are 
opening The Reel Deal Outpost. 
The new store, located at 1890 
West Bay Drive in Largo will be 
selling Reel Deal fishing apparel 
and merchandise in the store 
and online. 
They will be broadcasting weekly 
Reel Deal podcasts with Captain 
Steve and guests from the shop. 
They plan to showcase goods from local artists in the store and 
online with monthly pop-up parties. Follow them on Facebook 
at reeldealoutpostlargo for updates.

Business Briefs
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PUBLIX OPENED 
50 YEARS AGO 
The Island Estates 
Publix opened 
in that location, 
200 Island Way 
Blvd., in 1973. 
The store was 
remodeled with a 
grand-reopening 
in December of 
2017. Current 
General Manager 
Phil Hewett has been at the store is the reopening.		       		       
COASTAL LATITUDES OPENS IN THE PLAZA Jim and 
Charlotte Hunter owners Wild Time Caribbean Trading Co. 
in John’s Pass have always loved the uniqueness of Belleair 
Bluffs and decided to open a second store there. Named 
Coastal Latitudes, which exemplifies the store’s products and 
atmosphere. Also an upscale boutique, the new shop carries 
lines and products unique to our area. 
They are excited to make The Plaza 100 the home of their 
second store and look forward to the many new relationships 
they will build in this new endeavor. 	         	         
SMART (ER) NOW INTEGRAL URGENT CARE The new 
Integral Urgent Care center on Island Estates is hoping to 
reopen the first of December with a new name due to naming 
rights issues. Find them at 130 Island Way, near Publix	        	        
BELLEAIR FURNITURE BOUTIQUE RELOCATING After 
three years at 596 Indian Rocks Rd N in Belleair Bluffs, Coastal 
Aire Designs closed its doors in October. According to a post 
on its social media, the store is moving and downsizing its retail 
space, but will continue its mission to craft exceptional spaces 
through color, furniture selections, and blinds for its clients. The 
new location has not been announced yet.		
NEW HOTEL SOON 
Clearwater Beach will 
soon have another 
240-room luxury hotel. 
Ocean Properties, the 
developer of Opal 
Sands, will also own the 
new Opal Sol across the 
street. Ocean Properties 
already owns over 
125 other hotels. The 
project includes another 
parking garage and a 
pedestrian bridge connecting the two hotels.
The new hotel will have two restaurants. “Drift” will be the 
main restaurant offering seafood and steaks. “Currents” a 
smaller restaurant will be on the pool deck. 
“Sometime this month, they will install the pedestrian bridge 
over South Gulfview Blvd.,” says Jeff Cantor, General Manager 
of Opal Sands. “They will close the road for a day or so while 
the massive overpass is dropped into position. It will likely take 
another month to finish the bridge.” 
The new hotel, located at 430 South Gulfview Blvd. is projected 
to open in about 15 months – early 2025.

Business Briefs
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COMMON MISTAKES WHILE 
ESTABLISHING CHILD CUSTODY

By Jake Hornstein, Our Children Have Rights .Org (OCHR)

Establishing child custody can be 
one of the most challenging and 
emotional experiences a parent 
may face. While there are many, 
we’ve identified 3 common mistakes so 
parents can be better educated on what 
to avoid. 
1. Speaking poorly about the 
co-parent directly to the child or 
while they are present. 
This is the most common mistake in 
child custody cases. Children are curious and listen to adult 
conversations. When a child hears one parent speaking 
poorly about the other, they may feel pressured to take sides. 
As children grow older, they tend to look at the behaviors of 
their parents. If they perceive a parent tried to undermine their 
relationship with the other, they’ll likely hold it against them, 
especially into adulthood. Courts DO NOT like this. Judges are 
aware of the impact that this has. Avoid making this mistake 
and you can avoid an unfavorable outcome in court. 
2. Intentionally choosing not to communicate with 
the co-parent 
It is in the best interest of the child’s development to see 
their parents communicating, and that communication is 
for their well-being. Not communicating with the co-parent 
can be extremely detrimental to aspects of a child’s life. 
Not communicating can affect important aspects including 
medical care, education, and personal/social growth. 
The court will take a negative view against a parent if it becomes 
clear that their intentionally choosing NOT to communicate with 
the co-parent.  If the court sees that a shared co-parenting 
relationship won’t work due to intentional noncommunication, 
the other parent may become the primary caregiver, and may 
even be given sole responsibility for major decisions that shape 
a child’s life.
3. Denying access to the child
Outside of circumstances where it’s essential for a parent to 
protect a child from the other parent, denying access to the child 
is one of the worst things a parent can do. Courts expect parents 
to demonstrate they are willing to be a constructive co-parent, 
and even promote a relationship between the child and the 
co-parent. Withholding a child from the other parent without 
a justifiable reason could lead to losing primary care of the 
child. It is best to display a willingness that encourages a child’s 
relationship with the co-parent.
OCHR is a Pinellas based nonprofit that helps parents more 
seamlessly navigate their child custody and co-parenting 
journeys, at no cost to the family. Support of our mission is 
vital, and we kindly ask our community to consider a small 
financial contribution to our mission.
Most importantly, if you, or someone you know, needs our 
assistance, we’re here for you. We’re on a mission… A 
mission to protect the rights of children to have access to both 
responsible parents by providing education, resources, and 
support services for successful co-parenting. Why? Because 
Our Children Have Rights.
Contact Jake: JakeHornstein@OurChildrenHaveRights.com or 
visit www.OCHR.org. To donate, visit 
www.ourchildrenhaverights.org/donate. 
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COPING WITH LOSS DURING THE HOLIDAYS
The holiday season is often associated with joy, togetherness, and a sense of celebration. 
However, for those who have experienced the loss of a loved one, this time of year can 
bring feelings of sadness, grief, and a deep sense of emptiness. Dealing with loss during 
the holidays can be challenging, but there are ways to navigate through this difficult time:
1. Acknowledge your emotions: It is important to allow yourself to feel your emotions and 
give yourself permission to grieve. It is normal to experience a mix of sadness, anger, guilt, 
and even moments of joy. Be patient with yourself and know that it is okay to not feel festive 
during this time.
2. Create new traditions: Consider starting new traditions that honor the memory of your 
loved one. Lighting a candle in their honor, visiting their favorite place, or cooking their 
favorite meal can help you feel connected to them during the holiday season. These actions 
can serve to remember and celebrate their life.
3. Seek support: Reach out to friends, family, or a support group who can provide a listening 
ear and offer comfort during this difficult time. Sharing your feelings and memories with others who have also experienced 
loss can provide a sense of understanding and validation.
4. Take care of yourself: Grief can be physically and mentally exhausting, so it is essential to prioritize self-care. This may 
involve getting enough sleep, eating well, exercising, and practicing relaxation techniques such as meditation or deep 
breathing. Engaging in activities that bring you joy, such as reading, listening to music, or going for a walk, can also help 
soothe your heart.
5. Express your emotions: Find healthy ways to express your emotions, whether it is through journaling, creating art, or talking 
to a therapist. When you give yourself permission to express your feelings, you may find some relief and a sense of release.
6. Plan ahead: The holidays can be overwhelming, so taking the time to plan ahead can help reduce stress. Decide which 
traditions you want to continue, modify, or skip altogether based on your emotional needs. Communicate your boundaries 
and needs to your loved ones, letting them know if you need some space or prefer a quieter celebration.
Remember, grief is a personal journey, and everyone copes differently. Be patient with yourself and allow yourself to feel 
whatever arises. Surround yourself with understanding, supportive people, and know that it is okay to seek professional 
help if you need additional support. Even during the holidays, it is possible to find moments of peace and healing amidst 
the pain of loss.
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CHRISTMAS TREES - HOW DID THE TRADITION START?
Some may think it is a religious symbol, but Christmas trees 
date back thousands of years and is rooted in both pagan and 
Christian traditions. In fact, early Christian leaders protested 
trees and all decorations during the religious season.
Long before Christianity, plants remaining green in the 
winter were prized. During the dead of winter, they were 
a reminder, plants would grow again. Just as we decorate 
our homes today, prehistoric people hung evergreen boughs 
over doorways and windows. They believed it would keep 
away witches, ghosts, evil spirits, and illness.
Primitive people celebrated the Winter Solstice because 
the Sun God, who they believed had become weak with 
illness, would soon get well. Ancient civilizations such as the 
Egyptians, Romans, and Vikings all decorated their homes 
with evergreen branches during the winter solstice as a 
symbol of life and rebirth. Egyptians celebrated by filling 
their homes with green palms. Early Romans used evergreen 
boughs. Scandinavian Vikings also decorated their temples 
with evergreens, their symbol of everlasting life.
Germany is credited with starting the Christmas tree tradition 
in the 16th century. Devout Christians had decorated trees 
in their homes. Some built wood pyramids, decorated with 
evergreens resembling trees. It is believed, the 16th Century 
Protestant Martin Luther, was the first to add candles.
In the New World, pilgrims tried to stop “pagan mockery” 
preaching against “heathen traditions of Christmas carols, 
decorated trees, and joyful expressions of the sacred event.” 
In 1659, Massachusetts passed a law making the observance 
of December 25th, and hanging decorations, a penal offense.
In 1848, Queen Victoria and her German husband, Prince 
Albert appeared in the well-read Illustrated London News 

standing with a Christmas tree. Victoria was liked, causing 
the Christmas tree’s popularity to spread in Europe. Still, most 
19th Century Americans found Christmas trees an oddity.
Pennsylvania’s German settlers had the first recorded 
Christmas trees in the 1830s. But, many Christians till 
considered it a pagan symbol. By 1847, Pennsylvania had 
community trees and in the 1890s, residents began using 
tree ornaments shipped from Germany and the popularity 
of Christmas trees rose all over the United States.
Europeans liked small, four feet trees, but Americans 
preferred trees that reached to the ceiling. The German and 
Irish decorated their trees with apples, nuts, cookies, and 
brightly colored popcorn interlaced with berries and nuts. 
Americans decorated their trees with homemade ornaments.
In the early 20th Century, electricity brought Christmas lights, 
making it possible for the trees to glow all season. Trees 
began to appear in town squares and having a Christmas 
tree in every home became a new American tradition.
President Franklin Pierce had the first White House Christmas 
tree in the 1850s. President Calvin Coolidge held the first 
National Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony on the White 
House lawn in 1923.
The tree in New York City’s Rockefeller Center dates to 
1931. The first tree, small and unadorned, was placed there 
by construction workers. Two years later, another tree was 
brought in, with electric lights. The tallest one, displayed in 
1948, was over 100 feet tall.
Today, the Christmas tree is a central part of Christmas 
celebrations around the world. It is adorned with lights, 
ornaments, and tinsel, and serves as a gathering place with 
loved ones, exchanging gifts, and creating lasting memories
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KATHLEEN BECKMAN
Your Clearwater Councilmember 

Now Candidate for Mayor
As a Clearwater City Council 
member and Sand Key 
resident, Kathleen has been 
a strong leader for our 
neighborhoods, improving 
traffic, lowering costs, and 
increasing sustainability. As 
Mayor, Kathleen will always 
advocate for you.
Kathleen continuously 
advocates for lowering the 
cost of city operations, and 
lowering home related costs for residents.  This includes 
a significant reduction in city energy bills, lowering 
the millage rate for residents, and initiating actions to 
improve the city’s Floodplain Rating – so residents and 
the city will pay lower flood insurance – targeting a 
20% - 40% reduction.
Kathleen is an outspoken leader for Clearwater’s 
Greenprint 2.0 Sustainability Plan and making investments 
to protect our island and beach neighborhoods and 
businesses.  This includes her regional leadership on 
the Big C and Tampa Bay Estuary Program boards, 
advocating for the health and protection of our beaches 
and waterways.  
Kathleen is currently Vice-President for the Suncoast 
League of Cities, where she advocates for the ability of 
cities to make local decisions related to issues like short 
term rentals and traffic solutions (like an expanded turn 
lane on Island Estates).  
As Mayor, Kathleen will bring her experience and 
collaborative approach to help ensure a vibrant future 
for Clearwater. Kathleen loves hearing from residents.  
Please reach out, info@beckmanformayor.com.

The Clearwater election 
is March 19, 2024.

BeckmanforMayor.com

Political advertisement paid 
for and approved by Kathleen 

Beckman for Mayor.

GIRL GANG CHRISTMAS MARKET
SATURDAY, DEC. 16, NOON TO 4 P.M.

Experience the holiday spirit like 
never before with more than 
100 women-owned businesses. 
As you stroll through this festive 
marketplace, you’ll find unique 
gifts for everyone on your list. 
And who needs Santa when we 
have Ms. Claus? She’ll travel 
from the North Pole to take 
photos with all who attend. 
The market, is located in 
downtown Clearwater, at 500-600 Cleveland Street. It is a 
celebration of female entrepreneurship and will donate 10 
percent of vendor fees to EmpowHerment, a Clearwater-
based nonprofit that offers invaluable resources to women 
in Pinellas County.
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                            TEN YEARS OF DENTAL CARE
The Community Dental Clinic (CDC) of Clearwater and 
Pinellas County is proudly celebrating their 10th Anniversary.
The CDC is an independent nonprofit organization and 
offers urgent dental care and comprehensive dental services 
including exams/x-rays, cleanings, fillings, root canals, and 
extractions for adults in our community who do not have 
dental insurance or the financial resources to access the 
care they desperately need. Without access to care, treatable 
dental issues can lead to serious overall health problems. 
Their goal is to improve the dental health and quality of life 
of our patients, reduce the number of missed work days, 
and preclude unnecessary ER visits.
In 2011, The Salvation Army, Clearwater Free Clinic and ARC 
of Tampa Bay realized through a social service needs survey 
that the number one health care need in Pinellas County was 
access to NO COST dental care for low-income, uninsured 
residents. Together these three organizations collaborated to 
fund the start of the Community Dental Clinic. Their doors 
opened in 2013.
2022 saw a tremendous impact: 
•	 Total number of unique patients documented in 2022 

was 775 
•	 Total number of face-to-face patient visits in 2022 was 

2556 
•	 Number of procedures performed in 2022 was 8,978 
•	 Total value of NO COST dental care provided in 2022 

was $1,264,863 
•	 The Community Dental Clinic Community Impact is over 

$6.5 million of no cost dental services since 2013.

Why we do what we do?
•	 In the U.S., every fifteen 

seconds someone visits 
an Emergency Room 
(ER) for dental care.

•	 In Pinellas County 
alone this equates to $5 million in ER costs.

•	 One in every four adults have cavities or worse. 
•	 46 percent of Florida residents have no dental insurance 

because they cannot afford it.
•	 Addressing dental needs improves overall health, self-

esteem, and creates a path to better career opportunities. 
To learn more or to volunteer, contact them at:
727-216-6155 or www.commdentalclinic.org
Please save the date! Friday April 19th 2024 is their 
Red Whites & Bites fundraiser. This  delightful evening of 
wonderful wines, delicious food, music & more is the 
Community Dental Clinic’s largest fundraiser of the year.  
Enjoy the popular Wine Drawings featuring more than 70 
bottles of Classic, Feature, and exclusive wines valued $50 
to $2500. 
By sponsoring Reds, Whites & Bites Wine Event & Fundraiser 
you will make a difference in the lives of the working poor, 
the disabled, veterans, and senior citizens who have nowhere 
else to go. More event details coming in January 2024!
Please look for exciting new announcements in the coming 
weeks for the CDC.  



CLEARWATER BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS Page 23

Upcoming Holiday Events
BUSCH GARDENS CHRISTMAS TOWN
November 11th-January 7th. The price is included with park 
admission. Holiday dining and shopping, festive shows and 
entertainment, and Rudolph’s Winter Wonderland.
HOLIDAY LIGHTS IN LARGO CENTRAL PARK
November 23rd - December 31st, 6-11pm
Enjoy 2 million LED lights around the park ride, ride the 
carousel, or enjoy the views from the seven-story Ferris wheel 
overlooking the area. 
Call (727) 587-6720 for more information. Free to view, $6 
per ride or 4 for $20, and food is for sale.
HOLIDAY LIGHTS IN FLORIDA BOTANICAL GARDENS
November 24th - December 31st, 5:30-9:30pm
1 million LED lights, lighted figures, and laser lights. The new 
Majeed Discovery Garden takes this event to the next level. 
More information at www.FLBGFoundation.com.
ENCHANT ST. PETERSBURG
Tropicana Field, November 24th - December 3rd (times vary)
Walk-through Light Maze, Ice skating, and much more.
Visit www.EnchantChristmas.com for more information.
HOLIDAY PARTY AT THE PLAZA 100 
Friday, December 1st, 100 Indian Rocks Road, N, Belleair 
Bluffs, 6 - 8pm. Several merchants will be serving food, snacks, 
desserts and beverages. 

CLEARWATER TREE LIGHTING
Coachman Park, December 1st, 4pm, live holiday music and 
entertainment, free admission.
LARGO HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING & STROLL
Largo Central Park, December 2nd, 6pm Tree lighting, 
6:30-8pm Santa photos. $10 parking, free admission.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
December 3rd,  9am - noon, Clearwater Marine Aquarium
Dive into the holiday spirit while enjoying a scrumptious 
breakfast in the enchanting marine-themed surroundings of 
our the aquarium. Entrance to the Aquarium is included.
DECEMBER STREET CHRISTMAS PARADES

•	 Safety Harbor - December 2nd - begins at 3, 750 Main St.
•	 Indian Rocks Beach - December 3rd begins at 1pm, 

weaving throughout the city ending at Kolb Park.
•	 Dunedin Old Fashioned Christmas & Holiday Parade, 

December 9th, begins at 4pm at 487 Main Street.
•	 50th Annual Pinellas Park - December 9th begins at 6pm 

at Pond Park, 4100 76th Ave N.
•	 Clearwater Beach - December 12, 5-7pm

HOLIDAY BOAT PARADES
December 1st - Tarpon Springs  
December 2nd - Dunedin  
December 9th - Clearwater & Madeira Beach 
December 10th - Indian Shores & Redington Beach 
December 16th - Indian Rocks Beach  

CLEARWATER HOLIDAY MARKET
Coachman Park, December 9th, 10am - 3pm
Over 122 vendors, Meet & Greet Santa, Mrs. Claus and the 
Grinch, 11 am Story time with Mrs. Claus and, 12 pm 
Paw-rade - Bring your fur baby!

MERRY BEACH MARKET HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
December 9th, from 2-8pm, Madeira Beach Recreational 
Complex. 200 Rex Place Madeira Beach. Over 100 local 
vendors, live entertainers and performers, food & beverage 
stands. Visit timbchamber.org/merry-beach-market.
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People You May Know In Our Community
Kathleen Slaven - A Clearwater Nature Artist

by Bob Griffin, Publisher
“Pretty much everything but people.” 
That is how Kathleen Slaven describes 
the subjects of her art.
Slaven, a Clearwater Beach resident, 
says, “I like to draw animals—all 
kinds—from bugs to birds. I draw and 
paint the animals I see; those that live 
all around me.”
Slaven was born in Guam. As a child, 
her family moved frequently. While in 
high school, she took an interest in 
sketching and painting. She settled in 
Clearwater Beach in 2007.
After she moved to Clearwater Beach, 
she helped create a series of calendars 
featuring the beauty of older area women. 
It was called the “Cougar Women of 
Tampa Bay” and was a fund raiser for 
the Clearwater Marine Aquarium.
“My love and interest of Nature began 
as a child, when I started feeding the 
backyard birds, squirrels, chipmunks, 
and such, in each state my family 
lived in,” Slaven explains. “I became 
interested in drawing at an early age; 
however, I eventually put my art to the 
side while I pursued other interests. I 
was a makeup artist, for over 20 years.”
“My dear aunt was a significant artist,” 
Kathleen recalls. “That must be where 
I inherited my ‘art gene.’ In 2017, I 
reconnected with my creative side and 
began sketching from some of my old 
photographs,” Slavin continued. “I 
completed a few courses at Dunedin Fine 
Art Center and was gratified to win an 
award in the first Exhibition I entered.” 

Since living in Clearwater Beach, she 
has fallen in love with the tropical birds 
that are always in her backyard; they 
are a favorite subject for her work. 
“I am truly fortunate to have a studio in 
my home that overlooks the Mandalay 
Channel. It has perfect lighting, and the 
scenery changes every day,” she says.
Slaven paints what she likes and what 
she sees – birds, a lot of birds - herons, 
osprey, sea gulls. But she also loves 
painting other animals, too — dogs, 
cats, even horses. “I had a horse for 
over 20 years, so I love painting them,” 
Kathleen says.  “I have three large cats, 
now. They are always a fun subject”
For some reason, I love bugs, too,” 
Slaven adds. “In fact, the logo on my 
business cards and my website is a 
dragonfly.”
After a brisk walk on the beach, and 
maybe some yoga, Slaven works 
every morning. She primarily works in 
graphite pencils and oil-based colored 
pencils, but dabbles a bit in pen and 
ink and even watercolor—but pencil is 
her forte.
“It takes a long time to finish a 
drawing—sometimes it can take as 
long as two months.”
“The hardest thing in this field is not 
creating the art, it is deciding how 
much to charge for it,” Slaven says. She 
is reluctant to quote her prices. 
“My art sells from as little as $50 to 
well over $500. It depends on the size 

and the details - I produce big and little 
things. Also, is it an original or a print? 
Sometimes my art is on an object that 
is not going to be framed - I produce 
a line of Christmas cards. The most 
expensive thing I ever sold was $700.”
This year, her entry to Tampa Bay 
Magazine’s Photography Contest 
won a placement in the September 
issue. It was her second time. She also 
participates in the well-known annual 
art fund raiser, “Martinis and Matisse” 
in Clearwater. It is by invitation only and 
she has been invited back four times. 
Her art also is displayed in the exam 
rooms of the Bluffs Animal Hospital.
Occasionally, she will participate a in 
local art show, but primarily she sells 
her art on her Web site: 
www.KathleenSlavenArt.com. She also 
keeps busy with commissioned pieces; 
people request her pet portraits.
When she is not creating art, she is 
promoting the art community. She is 
on the Board of Director for Clearwater 
Arts Alliance, a member of the Colored 
Pencil Society of America, as well as the 
Miniature Art Society of Florida. 
You can call her at 813-215-8528 or 
e-mail KSlaven@Gmail.com.

Millers Yorkies - Colored pencilsPhilippine Eagle (endangered)- 
Colored pencils with Graphite pencils

Barn Owl - Graphite pencils
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Community News...
THE BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Belleair Garden Club meetings are held October through 
May on the first Wednesday of the month at 1pm. Guests 
and new members are always welcome to attend
Find a treasure at their Annual “Junk & Jewels Sale” 
fundraiser, Friday and Saturday, February 2–3, 2024 from 
8 am to 2 pm. It is Free to attend and open to the public. 
The club will offer their customary “Pre-Sale Night”  on 
Thursday, February 1, 4:30-7 pm with a $5 entry fee, 
where you can get the first dibs on all the goods.
Local residents and visitors look forward to the huge annual 
rummage sale, now in its 30th year, inside the historic 
garden club building, 903 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, 
Belleair. The entire clubhouse will be overflowing with 
Antiques, Collectibles, Jewelry, Home & Holiday Décor, 
Furniture, Art, Clothing & Accessories, Books, Toys, Tools, 
Household Goods, and Vintage Treasures.  The “Junk & 
Jewels Sale” helps support the club’s Scholarship and 
Historic Preservation Programs. 
New this year is an Outdoor Plant Sale featuring an 
assortment of potted plants propagated, grown, and 
cared for by Garden Club members. Gardening tools and 
accessories will also be available for purchase. 
The remaining Saturday drive-up donation day is December 
2nd from 10am to Noon at the Belleair Garden Club. 
E-mail belleairgardenclub2@gmail.com, call 281-802-
2171, or visit BelleairGardenClub.com, for information.
The Belleair Garden Club, a non-profit organization in its 
73rd year, focuses on furthering the education of members 
and the public in the fields of horticulture, conservation, 
historic preservation & beautification of the community. 
GFWC CLEARWATER COMMUNITY WOMAN’S CLUB
As part of GFWC Clearwater Community Woman’s Club 
(CCWC) 2023-2025 initiative to reduce children’s food 
insecurity, nearly 800 pounds of non-perishable food has 
been donated to Feeding Tampa Bay (FTB) at their Feeding 
Pinellas Empowerment Center. 
The food will be used to support the organization’s on-site 
Feeding Minds School Pantry. “Our organization relies on 
the support of our community to make sure families have 
access to healthy food,” said Matt Spence, Chief Programs 
Officer at Feeding Tampa Bay. “With CWCC’s help, more 
meals will be placed in the hands of families so their 
children can better grow, learn and play.” 
FTB’s Feeding Minds program currently supports over 74 
elementary, middle, high schools and colleges located 
throughout its ten-county span. In Pinellas County alone, 
there are currently 16 schools that utilize the program. 
With one in four children in the Tampa Bay area experiencing 
food insecurity, CWCC has taken proactive steps to partner 
with Feeding Tampa Bay. This collaboration provides vital 
support to the Feeding Minds program by expanding its 
access to additional schools in Pinellas County. 
FLORIDA STATE FISH ART CONTEST | FEB. 28
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 
in partnership with Wildlife Forever, is excited to announce 
that the 25th Anniversary Fish Art Contest is now open. 
Students in kindergarten through 12th grade can compete 
in this free contest to win state and national honors and 
prizes. It is open until February 28, 2024. 
Visit www.myfwc.com/news/all-news/fish-art-923. 

ISLAND ESTATES YACHT CLUB
•	 December 1st is the annual Change of Watch (COW) 

at the Belleair Country Club. The COW is where the out 
going Officers and Board members are relieved and the 
new Club Officers and Board members are sworn in for 
the new year. 

•	 January 1st is their annual New Year’s Day Brunch at 
the Belleair Country Club. This annual event allows 
everyone to reconnect after the holidays and to mingle 
with guests.

The 2024 IEYC Flag Officers and Board of Directors were 
voted in by membership at the Annual Meeting and will 
be seated at the Change of Watch. Commodore Scott 
Lefebvre will continue to lead the IEYC in 2024. Don Prokes 
relieved James Ostrosky as Vice Commodore; Nancy Besley 
relieved Patricia Ostrosky as Treasurer, and Mary Reinhardt 
continues as Secretary. Social Committee Chair Bunni 
Lefebvre continues on another year with IEYC 2024 Board of 
Directors and is joined by Ted O’Brien and Sara Speck. With 
Past Commodore Gene Traupman moving out of the area, 
the board is joined by Scott Moncrieff as Past Commodore 
and Parliamentarian. 
The Island Estates Yacht Club (IEYC) was officially started in 
1975 as an incorporated not-for-profit club whose mission is 
to foster fellowship among its members. Planned events are 
listed at www.islandestatesyc.org. Reservations are required 
for all events and guests need to be sponsored by a member.
Membership in the IEYC is a one-time $200 initiation fee 
and $200 per calendar year for a family and $100 for a 
single membership. You don’t need to live on Island Estates, 
or own a yacht, to be a member of the IEYC. Please email 
islandestatesyc@gmail.com if you have any questions.
CLEARWATER BEACH ASSOCIATION (CBA)
Upcoming Events:
•	 December 2, 6:30 pm – CBA Holiday Party at Chapel by 

the Sea fellowship hall. Traditionally a potluck with the 
main course provided by the CBA with a white elephant 
gift exchange. Lots of fun.

•	 December 5, 6:30pm – Monthly Membership Meeting, 
Chapel by the Sea, 54 Bay Esplanade, fellowship hall.

•	 December 16, 2023, 6pm – Annual Lighted Bike Parade 
with food and Santa, parade starts at about 7pm. A map 
of the route will be on the website.

•	 January 2, 2024 – Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Monthly CBA 
meeting

The CBA is a not-for-profit, non-partisan and non-sectarian 
organization that promotes projects of a civic, charitable, 
recreational, and/or social nature. Annual dues are $35 
per household, or $150 per business. Membership drive is 
currently in effect. Join them as they continue to search for 
ways to preserve our community with its family-oriented 
residential beach paradise lifestyle. CBA is Clearwater’s 
oldest civic association and has been serving the community 
since 1944. Visit: www.clearwaterbeachassoc.com or contact 
CBA president Samuel Hutkin at hutloan@gmail.com. 
ISLAND ESTATES CIVIC ASSOCIATION (IECA)
The Island Estates Civic Association is a community 
organization comprised of local residents and business 
owners with a mission of promoting the safety, welfare, spirit 
and the unique lifestyle of the Island Estates community.
•	 Winter Social: December 12, Island Way Grill, 5:30 to 7pm
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CLEARWATER JAZZ HOLIDAY 2023 BACK ON THE WATERFRONT
After three long years, Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation 
brought its historied festival tradition back to the waterfront 
October 19-22 to celebrate its 44th year. For many attendees, 
it was the first experience with downtown’s newest music 
venue – The Sound. Upon visiting a beautifully renovated 
Coachman Park, supporters were also treated to three free 
performance areas on the weekend, during the day, before 
the gates opened for the evening concerts.
“Although The Sound brought an entirely new experience 
to Jazz Holiday, the free Daytime Downtown Celebration 
in a way harkened back to our roots,” explained Steve 
Weinberger, Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation, CEO.
CJH continued with its diverse programming over the four 
evenings with a combination of icons and contemporary 
gems including Gladys Knight, Average White Band, 
Preservation Hall Jazz Band, Kenny Wayne Shepherd, Los 
Lobos, Trampled by Turtles, Christone “Kingfish” Ingram, 
Dustbowl Revival, and the Gipsy Kings featuring Nicolas 
Reyes. A special Thursday night kickoff celebration featured 
two special sets from the legendary Beach Boys, who were 
joined by an orchestra for their final set.
The free daytime concerts were in the large green adjacent to 
The Sound, the upper plaza gateway to Coachman Park, and 
in Station Square Park, a quaint urban square on Cleveland 
Street. The free shows presented a variety of different styles of 
jazz from near and far, including Grace Kelly, Joey Alexander, 
Ghost-Note, Daniella Soledade with the Nate Najar Quartet, 
Roosevelt Collier, Tom Braxton, The Latin Jazz Knights, 
Tomkats Jazz Orchestra, and several fun, progressive bands 
from south Florida. 
True to the CJH mission, there was also an entire performance 
area devoted to showcasing high school, college, and young 

professional jazz 
musicians who 
the folks at CJH 
af fec t ionate ly 
call Young Lions. 
C l e a r w a t e r 
Jazz Holiday 
F o u n d a t i o n 
s u p p o r t s 
many of these 
aspiring artists 
throughout the 
year with its 
education and outreach programs providing instructional 
and performance opportunities.
Weinberger shares, “It was exciting and inspiring to see 
the great turnout for these talented young players who are 
the next generation carrying on the jazz tradition. We were 
thrilled to provide them with their own intimate performance 
area – The Young Lions Next Gen Stage.” 
“All in all, it felt really good to be back on the waterfront. The 
weather couldn’t have been better and it is always wonderful 
to see all the visitors and greater CJH community of support 
enjoying the music and each other.”
Clearwater Jazz Holiday is presented by Clearwater Jazz 
Holiday Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization which 
celebrates the art form of jazz year-round with innovative 
jazz appreciation and instructional programs, online 
education resources, exciting performance opportunities, 
special funding, and creative learning experiences. For more 
information, please visit www.clearwaterjazz.com.

The Clearwater Jazz Holiday / Ruth Eckerd 
Hall Youth Jazz Combo performed at the 

Young Lions Next Gen Stage.
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CLEARWATER BEACH AUTHOR 
RELEASES SECOND NOVEL

Author Jan M. Walton released her second historical fiction 
novel, The Bookkeeper, a follow on to the story in River 
Avenue, her five-star debut. 
“Readers of River Avenue told me they wanted to know what 
happened next. I picked up the thread about the two sisters 
who left Pennsylvania to live in Detroit,” says Jan.
The Bookkeeper is set in Detroit during 1946. The war is over, 
her friends are getting married, but eighteen-year-old Addie 
boards a train headed for a life different from the confines 
of her small Pennsylvania town. In Detroit, Addie has the 
foothold of her older sister, Ruth. But Addie walks into the 
complications of the secrets her sister has kept, and lingering 
tensions from their childhood. A rocky start in a job she doesn’t 
want makes Addie question her ambitions. But her head for 
numbers steers her through a struggle for Ruth’s future and 
opens the path to her own.
Originally from Michigan, Jan lived and worked in New York 
City for decades, and moved to Clearwater Beach in 2019. 
Jan is excited for readers to experience the Detroit history 
featured in the book. 
“Anyone who lived in Michigan during the post-war years 
will remember the iconic J.L. Hudson’s department store in 
downtown Detroit. Addie and Ruth work at Hudson’s and the 
action takes place there and in the neighborhoods of Detroit,” 
Jan explains.
The Bookkeeper is available on Amazon, Barnes & Noble.
com, and Indiebound. Jasper Klein of Way2Go Marketing 
manages Jan’s social media. Find out more at 
www.janmwalton.com.
ENCHANT CHRISTMAS LIGHT MAZE 
With great excitement, Enchant Christmas has announced its 
return to the St. Petersburg community with its all-new light 
maze adventure, Reindeer Games. Open now and running 
through December 31 at Tropicana Field, Enchant is an 
immersive experience weaving magic into its every corner, 
perfect for joyful seasonal celebrations. Single and group 
tickets as well as private event bookings are on sale now; 
experience the magic of Enchant this holiday season. The best 
prices on tickets are available now at EnchantChristmas.com.
Each season of Enchant brings to life an immersive concept 
based on an original story by Enchant. In its fourth year, 
Enchant St. Petersburg will feature brand new magic as guests 
wander the World’s Largest Christmas Light Maze in search 
of the missing magic sleigh bells. In this story, forest animal 
friends of Santa’s reindeer thought it would be fun to fly 
Santa’s sleigh for a mischievous moment. So they hatched a 
plan to get the reindeer’s magic bells — and it worked! Help 
us find the magic bells in time to save Christmas!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Tampa Bay Watch’s Shells for Shorelines program is creating 
new restaurant alliances, bringing their count to eleven!
As the number of donating restaurants grows, so does their 
need for helping hands. They are looking for dedicated 
volunteers to assist in collecting the oyster shell donations on 
a weekly basis. Volunteers should have the ability to lift 35 
pounds and have a personal vehicle capable of carrying up 
to ten 5-gallon buckets, and be comfortable with Florida flora 
and fauna associated with decomposition of organic matter.
Duties include picking up the shells, dropping them off at the 
curing pad, and delivering clean buckets to the restaurants. 
E-mail rarndt@tampabaywatch.org.
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Community News...
CLEARWATER BEACH LIBRARY EVENTS
All Ages
•	 December 15th at 4-6 pm - Gingerbread Beach Hut 

Workshop* - Bring your holiday spirit, artistic ability, 
and camera to the Annual Gingerbread Beach Hut 
Workshop. Gingerbread houses and supplies will be 
provided, but you’re free to bring finishing touches. There 
will be refreshments, prizes, craft ornament making, 
and appearances by some special guests. Registration 
required: One gingerbread hut per family or friend group 
- families or groups should register as one registration.

•	 January 8th, 10am-2pm - Clearwater Beach Library 
& Recreation Center Open House - learn about the 
programs and services they offer. Sign up for a library 
card, demo a class, pick up your Beach Book Bingo card, 
try out pickleball, and more 

Adults
•	 Mahjong Every Monday 2-4pm
•	 Friends of the Clearwater Beach, first Tuesday of the 

Month 11 am - 12:30 pm 
•	 Beach Book Club, 4-5 pm
	 December 6- Jacqueline in Paris by Ann Mah
	 January 10 -  You Could Make This Place Beautiful 	
		  by Maggie Smith
•	 Olive Shell Holiday Trees*- December 7, 2-3:30 pm 
•	 American Mah Jongg for Beginners Tuesdays in January 

starting January 9th 2-4 pm - (4-week class)*
•	 Tech Help January 10 & 24, 1-2 pm -  (drop in)
•	 The History of the Belleview Biltmore Resort Hotel with 

Allison Dolan, January 11th at 2-3 pm
•	 Watercolors 101 with Margot Griffin*, January 24, 2-4 pm         
Youth
•	 Sunshine Storytime December 3,  & January 8 11 am  
•	 December 13, 4:30-5:30 pm - Hanukkah: The Festival 

of Lights-Hanukkah Read Aloud with Wendy Hutkin*
asterisk* registration required.
The library is located at 69 Bay Esplanade on Clearwater 
Beach. Call 727-562-4968 or visit myclearwaterlibrary.com.
COACHMAN PARK ACTIVITIES
Scenes on the Green  - This a monthly movie night in the 
park. Friday, December 15, at 7 pm, cozy up and watch 
“The Polar Express” under the stars. Bring blankets or low-
lying lawn chairs. Concessions provided by a local food 
truck. This is a free event.
Free Fitness Classes taught by the YMCA Suncoast staff. 

•	 Sunset Yoga - Mondays, 6 pm, The Green of 
Coachman Park

•	 Cardio Fit - Wednesdays, 6 pm on the waterfront 
Bay Walk Promenade. Classes alternate between 
Body Combat, High-Intensity Interval Training (HIIT), 
Tabata and Zumba.

•	 Morning Yoga - Saturdays, 8 am on the waterfront 
Bay Walk Promenade

Coachman Park is located at 300 Cleveland Street. For full 
class information and schedule, visit CoachmanPark.com 
WELCOME NEWCOMERS CLUB 
This club is open to the women of Pinellas County; all are 
welcome to come and socialize. Luncheons are held the 
first Tuesday of each months at Belleair Country Club with 
a guest speaker or other entertainment. December 5 is a 
fashion show by Sign of the Dolphin. Please contact Mary at 
727-709-9906 with any questions. 

ANNUAL MARTINIS + MATISSE 
January 20, 2024, the Clearwater Free Clinic (CFC) will 
host the annual Martinis + Matisse fundraising event at the 
Frank Crum campus, courtesy of Frank and Brenda Crum. 
Join them for an evening of beautiful art, high-end local 
cuisine, and of course, exceptionally smooth martinis.
Sponsorships are still available for individuals, businesses, 
and civic organizations. A limited number of regular 
admission event tickets will be available on December 7.
All guests will have the opportunity to win unique pieces of 
art by many talented artists from across Florida, including 
featured artist, Melanie Cech, and signature artist, Kelly 
Nash. Sponsors and guests of the event also enjoy food 
and beverages from renowned restaurants, live music from 
local musicians, and live art experiences.
For more details, please visit martinisandmatisse.org or call 
727-331-8146. To be added to the mailing list for Martinis 
+ Matisse, e-mail mchristiano@clearwaterfreeclinic.org. 
Founded in 1977, the Clearwater Free Clinic provides 
comprehensive, integrated medical and behavioral health 
services to low-income, uninsured residents of Pinellas 
County. Today, the Clinic supports nearly 4,000 patients each 
year and continues to be largely volunteer-driven. The CFC 
is the only free clinic in Pinellas County that sees children. 
The Clinic is located at 1218 Court Street in Clearwater and 
housed in an 11,000 square foot healthcare facility.
CHAPEL BY THE SEA
Each Christmas season, Chapel by the Sea embarks on a 
heartwarming journey to spread love and joy to the little 
ones in our community. 
Their annual Christmas Toy Drive, collecting Toys for 
Hope Villages of America a non-profit organization that 
encompasses a domestic abuse shelter, a homeless shelter, 
and a food bank will be December 3-17. Drop off toys at 
the Chapel by the Sea.
Join them for a day of holiday cheer, gift-giving, and 
unforgettable memories at “Lunch with Santa,” December 
10, at 11 am. Free parking is available at the church or in 
the public parking lot across the street until 12:30 pm. This 
event is their gift, however, space is limited, so register early 
to secure your spot.
Enjoy a visit from Santa Claus with complimentary photos. 
Each child will receive a $25 gift card from either Target or 
Amazon. There will be a fun family craft activity and a hot 
cocoa bar.
Carols by Candlelight, December 18, 7pm is a heartwarming 
evening of music and festive cheer featuring a guest Harpist 
and Oboist with a wine and cheese reception to follow
Chapel by the Sea is located at 54 Bay Esplanade, 
Clearwater Beach. Visit www.chapelbythesea.net or call 
727-446-0430 for more information.
CLEARWATER HISTORY SOCIETY
•	 December 16 - Movie night “The Grinch” -  5:30pm 
•	 December 20 - Macrame Class, 11am 
•	 January 17 - Macrame Class, 11am 
•	 January 17 - 6pm volunteer Open House - come learn 

about volunteer opportunities at the Museum 
The museum is located in the historic South Ward School at 
610 South Fort Harrison Avenue in Clearwater.
727-754-8019
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