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Restaurants Are Offering 
Dementia Friendly Dining

Baycare has trained three area restaurants in 
methods to make dining out easier for memory 
disorder patients and their families. They hope 
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Libraries Are No Longer Just Books
How have they changed to remain current?  
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TTo millions of people worldwide, Florida is o millions of people worldwide, Florida is 
synonymous with Disney World. The first Florida synonymous with Disney World. The first Florida 
Disney theme park - Walt Disney World, near Disney theme park - Walt Disney World, near 

Orlando - opened October 1st, 1971. Orlando - opened October 1st, 1971. 
Walt Disney World was the vision of one man, 
Walter “Walt” Elias Disney. He is considered one 
of the most influential people in Florida’s history. 
An animator, voice actor, film producer, and 
entrepreneur, he was born in Chicago in 1901 and 
moved to California in the early 1920s. He became 
involved in the film industry specializing in cartoons 
and with his older brother Roy, established the 
Disney Brothers Studios. 
In 1928, Walt created and provided the voice of 
his animated character, Mickey Mouse who he 
planned to name “Mortimer.” His wife thought the 
name was too pompous and suggested a cuter 
name like Mickey, and it stuck.
Disney was a ground-breaker in the film industry; he 
helped introduce full color films using Technicolor®, 
full length cartoons, synchronized sound, and 
advancements in movie cameras. 

                                           Continued on page 6

WALT DISNEY AND HIS WALT DISNEY AND HIS FLORIDA FLORIDA VISIONVISION

Raising Elk
Long time Indian Rocks 
Beach residents are living 
on the top of a mountain 
in North Carolina raising elk, 
growing Christmas trees, 
and operating a vineyard.  

- page 24

Electric Cars
Over a million electric 
cars are projected to be 
sold in the United States 
this year. The cars and 
the facts are constantly 
changing. What do you 
really know about them? 
		  - page 30
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CLEARWATER BEACH 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 

Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it Neighborhood News 
because it is about your neighborhood 
- Clearwater Beach. It is mailed to the 
entire 33767 zip code including Island 
Estates and Sand Key - about 5,000 
households, six times a year.
You can pick up additional copies at the 
Beach Chamber Office, The Beach Rec 
Center, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, Sand 
Key Realty or the Island Estates UPS. 
We hope you enjoy our newsletter and 
we want your input. Did you like this 
issue? What suggestions do you have for 
future articles? Call or email us with your 
comments, or take our online survey at 
beachnewsletters.com.
Keep up to date with your local news; 
follow us on Facebook at Neighborhood 
News Magazine.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-430-8300
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN 
IN DECEMBER

CREDITS

OCTOBER
Night Out Against Crime 		   3 
Hooters Chicago Concert 		   4 
Clearwater City Council Meeting 	  5 
Beaches Pool Closes For the season 	 6 
Brew Fest Clearwater Marine Aquarium 6 
Majeed Discovery Garden Opens 	  7 
Rock-N-Roll Runs 			   7-8 
Peace Memorial Church Concert 	  8 
Columbus Day 			    9 
Indigenous Peoples Day 		   9 
Island Estates Chili Cook-Off 	  14 
Bluffs’ Wine Walk 			   14 
Stone Crab Season Begins 		  15 
Public Schools Closed 		   16 
Clearwater City Council Meeting 	  18 
Trunk Or Treat Beach Rec Center 	  19 
Clearwater Jazz Holiday 	  19-22 
Crab Festivals 		   20-22 
Pumpkin Fest Florida Botanic Gardens21 
Evening for the Bay: The Reef Ball  21
Clearwater Historical Society Trunk or Treat 21
Halloween			    31 
Halloween Boo Bash 		   31 
Sea Turtle Nesting Season Ends 	  31

 NOVEMBER
Property Tax Bills Mailed 		   1 
Clearwater City Council Meeting 	  2 
Chalkful Of Taste 			   3 
Backwater’s Anniversary Party 	  3 
Clearwater Historical Society Fish Fry 4 
Belleair Bluffs Citywide Garage Sale 4 
Art Harvest Dunedin 		   4-5 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 	  5 
Island Estates Town Hall Meeting 	  6 
The Annika LPGA Championship    	   8-12 
Veteran’s Day 			    11 
Belleair Beach Citywide Garage Sale      11 
Christmas Under The Oaks 	  12 
Peace Memorial Church Concert 	  12 
Great American Teach In 		   15 
Beaujolais Day 			    16 
Suncoast Jazz Classic 	  17-19 
Festival Of Trees 		   17-19 
Public Schools Closed 	  20-24 
Turkey Trot Run 			    23 
Thanksgiving 			    23 
Holiday Lights Botanical Gardens 	  24 
Hurricane Season Ends  		   30

 CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENT
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NEW FIRE STATION 
OPENS The Clearwater 
Fire & Rescue Department 
opened its new Station 46 last 
month at the same location 
as the prior station that had 
been there 59 years. Located 
at the corner of Mandalay 
Avenue and Bay Esplanade, 
crews moved back in the first 
week of September.
“We are excited to be in our 

new home,” said Fire Chief Scott Ehlers. “We want to thank the city 
council and city manager for helping us get to this day, along with 
Wannemacher Jensen Architects and Biltmore Construction.”
Engine 46 and Rescue 46 are based at that station. Fifteen 
firefighters work there; a crew of five works each shift. 
Equipment from the city’s Parks and Recreation Department is 
also stored there.	    	               	     			       	    	               	     			       
CALL BEFORE YOU DIG In the state of Florida, an underground 
utility line is damaged 66 times each day. That’s 24,000 times 
per year that digging damages buried power, gas, Internet or 
other utility lines across the state. This costs billions of dollars 
and results in service interruptions, fines, potential injuries or 
even worse. 
Fencing and landscaping combined cause the most damage to 
underground utility lines. The majority of damage occurs directly 
from people not calling 811 before their digging projects.
Sunshine 811 is the statewide not-for-profit organization that 
helps ensure underground public utilities are appropriately 
identified and marked prior to digging. 811 can be accessed 
directly on your phone or by visiting Sunshine811.com and 
clicking on “Create a Ticket.”	        	        
EXPLODING GARBAGE We know how hot it has been this 
summer, and spontaneously combusting garbage doesn’t help. 
Local solid waste departments have seen more of what they call 
“hot loads” this summer - fires inside garbage trucks. When 
it happens, drivers are forced to quickly dump the trash to 
prevent the fire from destroying the truck.
The fires have been caused by overheating lithium-ion batteries, 
chemicals, cleaning solutions, propane tanks and electronics 
improperly disposed of in recycle bins. Be smart; check if 
something is safe to throw away at Pinellas.Gov/HHW. If it is 
not, take it to a household hazardous waste collection.				            				            
HOW OLD IS YOUR SMOKE 
ALARM? October is Fire Prevention 
month, and the Fire Department wants 
to make sure your smoke alarm is 
current and functional. It should be 
replaced every 10 years, and smoke 
alarm batteries should be changed 
each time you change your clocks 
for Daylight Savings Times, which is 
coming up next month. To find out 
how old a smoke alarm is, look at the 
manufacturer’s date on the back of the 
alarm. Smoke alarms provide early 
warning should a fire break out in your 
home or business.

Did You Know
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BOO BASH RETURNS - OCT. 31 
Boo Bash is an annual, safe, and free 
trick-or-treating event at BayCare 
Ballpark. Families can dress up and 
enjoy free candy from numerous local 
businesses and Halloween-themed 
children’s activities.		
RUN CAUSES ROAD CLOSURES 
The Publix Rock’n’Roll Running Series 
is Clearwater Oct. 7 and 8. The jam 
packed, music-filled race course will 
go from Coachman Park through 
Downtown Clearwater, Clearwater Beach, Sand Key, Largo 
and back to Coachman Park. Starting at 6 am, expect traffic 
delays and intermittent closures of the Clearwater Memorial 
Causeway, beach roundabout, Sand Key Bridge, and Bellair 
Causeway Bridge. For more information, visit 
www.runrocknroll.com/clearwater-road-closures.	      						            	      						            
REALLY? ANOTHER “I” STORM? As you were preparing for 
Hurricane Idalia, did you notice this was another storm beginning 
with the letter “I”? Names beginning with that letter are the most 
retired big storm names. Last year, Ian was the 13th “I” name to 
be retired. 
It isn’t a new phenomenon. The National Hurricane Center began 
naming storms in 1953, and the first “I” storm to be retired was 
Ione, in September of 1955. It is just the coincidence of timing – by 
the time we get to “I” in the alphabet (the ninth storm) we are hitting 
the peak of hurricane season.
Here are all thirteen retired “I” names:  Ione (Sept. 10-21, 1955), 
Inez (Sept. 21-Oct. 11, 1966), Iris (Oct. 4-9, 2001), Isidore (Sept. 
14-27, 2002), Isabel (Sept. 6-20, 2003), Ivan (Sept. 2-24, 2004), 
Ike (Sept. 1-15, 2008), Igor (Sept. 8-23, 2010), Irene (Aug. 20-28, 
2011), Ingrid (Sept. 12-17, 2013), Irma (Aug. 30-Sept. 12, 2017), 
Ida (Aug. 26-Sept. 2, 2021),  Ian (Sept. 23-30, 2023). 	        	        
VETERAN’S DAY IS NOV. 11 The Tampa Bay Veterans 
Alliance will host a Veterans Day Ceremony at Crest Lake Park 
in Clearwater, 201 S. Glenwood Avenue.	          	          
ENCHANT RETURNS Opening November 24 and running 
through December 31 at Tropicana Field, Enchant is an 
immersive experience weaving magic into its every corner, 
perfect for joyful seasonal celebrations. Tickets prices go up 
November 1 - buy them at EnchantChristmas.com  	  	
CHRISTMAS UNDER THE OAKS This year’s 
Christmas Under the Oaks holiday market & craft 
show is Sunday November 12, 9am – 4pm. It will 
be held at the St. Petersburg College, Clearwater 
Campus – 2465 Drew St, Clearwater. 
This will be their largest event yet with over 180 
Exhibitors and eight food trucks. Admission and 
parking are free.
This event is hosted by GFWC North Pinellas 
Woman’s Club with the net proceeds going back into our 
community in grants and scholarships. 	          	          
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS DECEMBER 1 If you need another copy 
of this magazine, you may pick up one up at the Beach Chamber 
Office, The Beach Rec Center, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, Sand Key 
Realty or the Island Estates UPS. Call 430-8300 if you need more 
than a few. Read this issue, and others, BeachNewsletters.com 
and follow us on Facebook for ongoing local news. 

and More . . .
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WALT DISNEY AND HIS WORLD, CONTINUED
Walt Disney made many classic 
animated movies, including Snow White 
(1937), Pinocchio (1940) Fantasia 
(1940), Dumbo (1941), Bambi (1942), 
Cinderella (1950), Sleeping Beauty 
(1959), and Mary Poppins (1964). Walt 
won a record breaking 22 Academy 
Awards (and had 59 nominations), two 
Golden Globes and even an Emmy.
In the mid-1950s, Disney expanded into 
the television industry with The Magical 
World of Disney and The Mickey Mouse 
Club. At about the same time, he opened 
his very successful Disneyland on 160 
acres built next to the Disney Studios 
in Burbank, California. The park’s 
unveiling was a special televised event 
on ABC, July 17, 1955. 
Disney was very hands on, designing 
the theme park and directly supervising 
the project. During the construction, 
Disney moved into a one-bedroom 
apartment on Disneyland’s Main 
Street. When he was on site, Disney lit 
a lamp in the window for staff to know 
he was there. His apartment still exists, 
largely untouched, and the lamp is 
permanently lit in his honor. 
Disney quickly realized the Disneyland 
property was too small and could 
never be expanded. He also realized 
the park’s visitors came primarily 
from California. People east of the 
Mississippi were not traveling to 
Disneyland. He wanted a second 
park and Disney considered locations 
in St. Louis, Secaucus, Niagara Falls, 
Washington D.C., and three Florida 
locations: Ocala, Palm Beach County, 
and Orlando. 
From the beginning, he liked Florida, 
best. His parents were married there 
in 1888 and he had vacationed there 
many times. He was also related to 
Hamilton Disston, who had helped 
develop much of Florida including the 
land where Disney World sits today.
Palm Beach was quickly ruled out 
because land was limited by the 
Atlantic Ocean and the likelihood of 
a hurricane. But Ocala and Orlando 
were definite contenders.
In 1963 in a rented plane, Walt Disney 
flew over the two possible Florida cities. 
He especially liked the road system 
near Orlando with I-4 and the Florida 
Turnpike close to his proposed site and 
the large airport. He knew the area 
had mild winters and the attraction 
could operate year-round. 
Ocala had lots of open, cheap land and 
Interstate I-75, nearby. But in Disney’s 

mind, Orlando had it all and “Project 
Future” as it was first called was born. 
The company quietly began to acquire 
some 27,443 acres (Disneyland was 
only 160). The project was top-secret. 
Disney’s name was kept out of all 
discussions to avoid a land rush; even 
their real estate agents didn’t know 
who the real buyer was. Most of the 
land was vacant, and much of it was 
swamp; some was bought for as little 
as $100 an acre. 
With the Disney company’s permission, 
Governor Haydon Burns confirmed 
the story on October 25, 1965. The 
Governor’s announcement referred 
to the development as “the greatest 
attraction in the history of Florida,” and 
it seems he did predict the future.
For Walt Disney, the project was a “labor 
of love” that would create a whole new 
world of entertainment. Now called the 
“Florida Project,” he envisioned not 
so much a theme park, rather, “a new 
Utopian  concept.” He committed $100 
million “to get the show on the road.”
In his concept, EPCOT was the centerpiece 
of Walt Disney World, not the Magic 
Kingdom. “It will be a community of 
tomorrow, that will never be completed,” 
Walt Disney proudly claimed.
His EPCOT design called for a wheel 
shaped city, three miles in diameter 
on five thousand acres. In the center 
would be a convention center and 
30-story hotel, surrounded by offices, 
shops, restaurants, theaters, high-rise 
apartments, green space - and modern 
family homes. There would be no need 
for cars - there would be the “People 
Mover,” an electric rail system. A high-
speed monorail would connect EPCOT 
to other parts of Walt Disney World and 
a new industrial park. The commercial 
district, its urban core, built on 50 acres, 
would be protected from the hot sun 
and rains by a massive dome. Disney 
believed by 1980, 20,000 people 
would live in EPCOT and it would be 
the “most visited place on earth.”
Disney’s theme park design included 
hotels and five times more parking 
than the California park. He envisioned 
a full-scale airport on the property. 
Unfortunately, just 13 months after 
the Disney Company announced the 
project, Walt Disney died of smoking-
related lung cancer on December 15, 
1966. The scheduled groundbreaking 
was still a year away. Roy, Walt ’s older 
brother and Vice President of The 
Disney Company, stepped in to oversee 
the first phase of the massive project. 

Construction began in 1967. The 
company built the entire infrastructure, 
including drainage canals and the roads 
to the Magic Kingdom, the theme park, 
two golf courses, as well as two hotels: 
The Contemporary Resort Hotel and the 
Polynesian Village Resort. 
The Grand Opening was held on 
October 1, 1971, four years after the 
ground-breaking. Roy officially named 
the park “Walt Disney World” so 
everyone would remember his younger 
brother. Roy died three months later.
When it opened, an adult ticket was 
$3.50. Teenagers were $2.50 and 
children 3-12 were admitted for $1. 
Children under 3 were free. 
EPCOT the town of the future did not 
end up as Walt pictured it. Much of 
what he called “Progress City” was 
abandoned by the board of Directors 
soon after Walt’s death. They did not 
want to be “running a city.” 
Today’s EPCOT opened in 1982 as a 
second attraction. Their third Florida 
park was Disney’s MGM Studios, 
opening in 1989. Animal Kingdom 
opened in 1998.
The cost of a single adult ticket today 
is $109. Children under 3 are still 
admitted free. The park offers 2, 3, 
and 4-day ticket packages if you want 
to attend more than one park during 
your visit. 
Walt Disney World is the most 
visited attraction in Florida. In 2022, 
approximately 17 million people visited 
the park - approximately 46,000 people 
per day! On peak days, attendance can 
exceed 150,000 people.
The company continues to expand and 
includes twelve Disney Parks, located at 
six different resorts around the world.  
In addition to parks and resorts, they 
operate multiple film and animation 
studios, theater and music production 
groups, publishing companies 
television networks – including ABC and 
ESPN, streaming services, games and 
interactive experiences, and. This year, 
the Disney Company is celebrating 
“100 Years of Wonder.” 
“Ten decades of creativity, innovation, 
and determination created The Walt 
Disney Company you know today—the 
most enduring and beloved name in 
entertainment,” said Disney CEO Robert 
Igor. “It’s an awesome responsibility to lead 
Disney as we begin our second century of 
telling stories and creating magic that will 
endure another 100 years.”
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TO DO IT WELL, 
YOU NEED THREE THINGS

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
I hate cutting the lawn. I do not 
practice medicine. I would really like 
to learn a second language. In order 
to do something well, you need three 
things: TIME, INCLINATION, and 
KNOWLEDGE or “TIK”.
My father gave me the knowledge to 
cut the lawn, but I have neither the 
time, nor the inclination to do it. When 
it comes to practicing medicine, I lack 
knowledge. I have the inclination to 
learn a second language, but I do not 
have the time. I always hire a professional.
Bet you feel the same way about many things where you 
lack the time, inclination and/or knowledge. When it 
comes to money about 20% of the population is a 
do-it-yourselfer. According to a Harris Poll, only about 33% 
of US households work with a financial advisor. That leaves 
47% without. In which group are you?
Why do many avoid hiring a professional for financial 
planning? For some, it is a fear that they do not have 
enough money and perhaps are even embarrassed by 
how “little” they have. Whatever amount you have saved 
for your financial goals is all you have and that amount is 
just as important to you as it is to those that have “a lot.” 
Financial planning is much more than just investing. 
It is about reducing taxes, estate planning, budgeting, 
managing debt, asset protection, charitable giving, etc. 
Financial planning is about understanding your values and 
your values help define the choices you make.
Another reason people avoid hiring a professional 
financial planner is “cost,” i.e., paying a fee. Is it a cost or 
an investment? That depends on the value of the advice. 
When we write a financial plan, we charge a fee. If the 
plan adds value, it is an investment. If you do not feel it 
provided value, simply return the plan and we refund the 
fee. Therefore, there is no “cost.”
When it comes to investing money, most CFP® professionals 
charge an on-going fee of 1% annually, or less. According 
to the 2021 Fidelity Investor Insight Study, a financial 
advisor can add 1.5-4 % to portfolio returns over the
long-term, depending on the time period and how the 
returns are calculated. Is the fee a cost or an investment? 
Start the process by taking advantage of our complimentary 
consultation in our Clearwater office or by Zoom.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chair and CEO 
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, info@provise.com 

The information herein is general and educational in nature and 
should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations 
are complex and are subject to change.
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise 
Management Group, LLC.
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THE TRANSFORMATION 
OF LIBRARIES

By Jennifer Obermaier 
Public libraries have undergone a 
significant transformation over the 
years, and the Clearwater Public 
Library System is no exception. 
We offer exceptional services and 
resources to the residents of the 
region as our library system adopts 
innovative materials and programs 
to meet their ever-changing needs.
Libraries are now places of discovery 
where people can learn new skills 
or partake in new hobbies. The Clearwater Public Library System 
offers a variety of classes and workshops that cater to people of 
all ages and interests. These classes include computer classes, 
language classes, art classes, and more. They also offer programs 
for children such as storytime, crafts, and STEM activities.
The Clearwater Public Library System offers citizenship classes 
that are designed for adults who are preparing for the United 
States Naturalization Test. They also offer high school diploma 
classes that help adults earn their high school diplomas through 
online courses.
The Clearwater Public Library System has a seed library located 
at the Countryside Branch that allows patrons to check out seeds 
from a variety of vegetables, fruits, flowers, and herbs offered 
on a seasonal rotation. They also offer art classes that cater to 
people of all ages and interests.
In addition to these services, the Clearwater Public Library System 
offers community meeting spaces that can be reserved by local 
organizations and groups. These spaces are ideal for meetings, 
presentations, and other events.
Public libraries inspire people to enhance and enrich their 
lives by providing access to information and resources that 
they may not have otherwise had access to. By offering digital 
resources, implementing new technologies like self-checkout 
systems, offering a variety of classes and workshops, providing 
programs that help people develop job skills or start their own 
businesses, preserving community memories through services 
like the Heritage Studio of Community Memory, and offering 
citizenship classes, high school diploma classes, seed library, 
art classes, and community meeting spaces, public libraries are 
ensuring that they remain relevant in today’s fast-paced world.
The Clearwater Public Library System has five locations. The 
Clearwater Beach Library, located in the Beach Recreation Center, 
has offered unique programs such as Beach Book Club, Adult 
Coloring, Rock Painting, Mahjong Club, Gingerbread Beach 
Huts, Succulent Terrarium Workshops, technology classes, and 
“Meet the Author” sessions with local authors. Together with the 
Friends of Clearwater Beach Recreation Center, Library, & Pool, 
the library planned a series of local historical sessions where 
authors and residents presented a variety of topics such as: the 
history of Memorial Causeway Bridge, Island Estates, Clearwater 
Aquarium, Belleview Inn, and Clearwater Community Sailing 
Center. Children’s programs such as Toddler Storytime, holiday 
programs, and summer reading activities. 
Since 2022, Leslie Walbolt has served as Branch Manager of the 
Beach Library and continues to offer programming that meet the 
needs of the Beach community. She continues to add additional 
entertaining and educational programs for patrons of all ages. 
Walbolt works closely with the Beach Recreation Center’s staff 
for partnership programs including special holiday and various 
other yearlong celebrations. She views the Beach Library as 
a hub that connects beach residents and visitors with library 
services that foster strong community connections.
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DO YOU EVER WONDER WHAT 
IT TAKES TO BE HAPPY?

George Rohrmann, L.C.S.W.
My last two articles addressed increasing your resilience by: 
• Taking care of your health
• Getting exercise 
• Eating correctly
• Living in the present 
• Using positive self-talk 
• Accepting what you cannot change 
• Being flexible and able to adapt to change or disappointment
• Living within your financial budget 
• Managing your emotions so they do not manage you. 
Today, I want to build on resilience and discuss happiness. 
This is a big topic and one not easily addressed in 500 words. 
Ask Google for “the keys to happiness” and you will have 
much to read. There are some great ideas there so please 
do it. You may find something that resonates with you. I also 
encourage you listen to Admiral William H. McRaven’s UT 
Austin 2014 Commencement address. You do not need a 
military background to get the points he makes about the 
importance of establishing a routine to your life. First of 
all, he says to make your bed everyday because you will 
then have accomplished the first task of the day and will be 
encouraged to do another task and another and another. 
He relates that if you do not take care of the “little things” in 
life, you will not be able to do the big things. Humorously, he 
adds that if you have a miserable day at least you will come 
home to nicely made bed. 
At times, we have all fallen in to the trap of saying “I’ll be happy 
when I get the job I want, when I have more money, when 
I meet the person to marry, when I retire, when….when….
when….”. In reality, happiness occurs on the way to meeting 
these goals. It often arises from the way we approach our goals 
and is rarely an attainable goal in itself. For me, happiness is a 
sense of well-being, that ones’ life is meaningful, valued, and 
part of something bigger than the individual.
 Many professional studies have identified that a major key 
to happiness, contentment, and a longer life is having warm, 
meaningful connections with others. These connections give 
you a sense of community and belonging. If you live in a 
community where everyone keeps to themselves, perhaps 
you can be the catalyst for change. Bring people together 
for street parties or open houses, create a neighborhood 
directory, and encourage communication. 
I have a special word of advice for anyone who is retired 
or planning to retire. During your work life, you had work 
colleagues, met other parents through your children’s 
activities, and socializing easily fell into place. Often in 
retirement, people have experienced the loss of all that 
activity plus the death of a spouse and friends. As a result, 
retirees can become isolated, lost, and alone. In retirement, 
we have to be intentional & proactive because activities 
don’t just come to our doorstep. Fortunately, we live in 
an area where there are many opportunities to be better 
connected to people through volunteering, joining a social 
club, church, taking classes, exercising and so much more. 
I hope this information helps you find happiness. If you 
need encouragement and motivation to get started on the 
happiness path, consider seeing a therapist. You may find 
it enlightening to have someone listen, really hear you, and 
provide feedback.
George Rohrmann, L.C.S.W. is a therapist in Belleair who can help 
you identify goals and develop strategies to become more resilient. 
You can reach him at 727-240-4975.
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WHEN I’M GONE, IS EVERYONE TAKEN CARE OF?
By Edward Castagna Jr. Esquire

In an ever-changing world, it is crucial to ensure that your assets are properly distributed upon 
your passing. When it comes to making decisions about your estate, you deserve a law firm that 
not only understands the legal complexities but also provides a personal touch.  When it comes 
to asset distribution, you want to be sure you have everything in order. That’s where we come 
in. At Castagna Law, we understand the complexities that can sometimes interfere with your 
true intentions -- especially when you’re no longer here to ensure your wishes are carried out. 
With more than 34 years of combined experience, you can count on us to deliver customized 
individual solutions for all your planning needs.  
Putting Your Needs First:
At our law firm, our primary goal is to educate and provide you with valuable information empowering you to make well-
informed decisions regarding your assets distribution after your passing. We recognize that every individual’s situation 
is unique, and we take pride in tailoring our services to suit your specific needs. Estate planning is also important if you 
are a young family which may have special needs or special circumstances and need continuity of care.
How We Work:
First, we sit down and talk. We get to know you, your family, your business relationships, and any additional 
relationships you may want to include in planning for the future. Together we’ll explore your aspirations and concerns, 
the possibilities, and probabilities, all in a safe and confidential manner.  Our goal is to provide you with information 
to help you determine the appropriate legal tools available to enable you to achieve your final goals. What is probate? 
Why do I want to avoid it? What is a revocable trust? My neighbor has one, do I need one?
We Have a Few Complimentary Initial Consultations Available. Sign up for yours now!
To provide the utmost attention and dedication to each client, we limit the number of complimentary half hour 
appointments for our initial estate planning conferences. We understand the significance of your estate and want to 
devote sufficient time to address all your concerns. Therefore, we encourage you to contact us early to secure your 
spot and embark on the journey of securing your legacy. 

Castagna Law Firm 727-446-6699. Ed.Castagna@Castagnalawfirm.net. 
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COCO’S CRUSH BAR IRB 
NOW OPEN The long-
awaited bar and grill had 
their grand opening at the 
end of July in the completely 
remodeled building at 2405 
Gulf Boulevard. They have two 
other locations on Clearwater 
Beach: Coco’s Original Crush 
Bar - The is at 317 Coronado 
Drive and Coco’s North Crush 
Bar is located at 423 Poinsettia 
Avenue. The Coco’s IRB 
location will have live music seven nights a week, happy 
hour Mon-Fri from 2-6pm, and all-you-can-eat crab legs 
all day Monday and Tuesday. Coco’s IRB Crabfest will be 
held October 27-29. For more information, visit 
cocoscrushbar.com/irb and follow them on Facebook.            	                    	          

FIRST PINELLAS 
WAWA DRIVE-
THRU TO OPEN
The popular  gas 
and convenience 
store will now 
make it easier 
for customers to 
get their favorite 
subs, breakfast 

sandwiches, coffees, etc. without even getting out of their 
vehicles. The Pennsylvania-based company opened its first 
Florida location in 2012 and has since grown in popularity 
throughout the state. Florida now has about 25% of the 
chain’s stores.
The company is debuting the Wawa Drive-Thru with 
a limited offering of fresh, made-to-order food and 
beverages accessed more conveniently. The menu will 
include breakfast sandwiches, hoagies, burgers, bowls, 
salads and quesadillas. 
Replacing the KFC building at 2530 East Bay Drive, the 
company hopes to be open by the end of this year.                                                                                                                                                                                    
BACKWATERS IS HAVING A PARTY  Save the date, 
November 3. This will be a combination anniversary 
party and a customer appreciation day. There will be live 
music, happy hour all day, raffles, and prizes. More will be 
announced as the party gets closer. 
“Last year we had such a great turnout; our guests are 
looking forward to another great event this year,” says the 
Pappas family. 
Backwaters is in the Shoppes on Sand Key. 	         	         
CLEARWATER BREWING COMPANY CLOSES Located 
at 1700 N Fort Harrison Avenue, the brewery unexpectedly 
closed. The building and its brewing equipment are for sale. 
Built in a remodeled gas station, the 1,736 square-foot parcel is 
listed for $825,000 and has several interested potential buyers. 	         	         
BEST IN STATE Family-owned Chinese restaurant Zom 
Hee has been named the best in the state by the epicurean 
website lovefood.com. The restaurant specializes in 
American-Chinese food, featuring Szechuan, Hunan, and 
Cantonese styles of cooking. Located at 9015 Park Blvd, 
Seminole, it has been a fixture in Seminole since 1985.

Bar & Restaurant News
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15 YEARS ON 
CLEARWATER BEACH
Crabby’s Beachwalk Bar & 
Grill is just one of several 
restaurants owned by 
Beachside Hospitality Group 
in Clearwater Beach. The 
Beachwalk location opened 
15 years ago with indoor 
and outdoor seating and 
stunning views. They serve 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and 
late night snacks with live 
music.
Find this restaurant at 333 
South Gulfview Blvd, facing 
the Gulf of Mexico - meaning 
great sunsets! 	           	           

BELLEAIR BLUFFS  RESTAURANT OPENS! The long awaited 
Clean Eatz, located at 2927 West Bay Drive next to Bonefish 
Grill, opened in August. 
It is more than a restaurant offering healthy food. They are heart-
driven to change livez through clean, balanced food, thought-
provoking education and motivational support that inspires 
results. They know personal wellness is not one-size-fits-all, so 
they craft nutritional products and fitness opportunities that meet 
the needs of every type of lifestyle  including dine-in, take-out, 
Grab-N-Go meals, snacks, and smoothies. 
The restaurant’s concept includes a menu filled with bowls, 
flatbreads and wraps to be with your choice of carbs, proteins 
and fats. They also specialize in prepared meals, with no 
subscriptions needed. 
It is owned by Kreg and Jenn Schmidt, who are residents of 
Belleair Beach. View their menu at CleanEatz.com. 	            	            

HUNGRY HOWIES GIVES BACK For the 
14th year, Hungry Howie’s is raising money 
for the National Breast Cancer Foundation 
(NBCF) through its annual Love, Hope & Pizza 
Campaign. During the month of October, all 
pizzas, delivered or carried out, will be in pink 
pizza boxes and with every pizza sold, Hungry 
Howie’s donates to NBCF.  During the past 14 
years, Hungry Howie’s has raised over $4 million 
dollars for the cause, which has provided free 
breast cancer screenings and funded research.  
Get pizza and give hope!  Order the pizza that 

makes a difference through Hungry Howie’s Love, Hope & Pizza. This 
year, Hungry Howie’s is celebrating 50 years of flavor!           	                          	                
LOCAL’S DISCOUNT The Sun Pubs restaurant group is 
offering locals a 15% discount when you register for a discount 
card. The card, that can be added to your key ring is good for 
15% off your entire bill (including alcohol) at all area Caddy’s, 
Sculley’s in John’s Pass, Mad Beach Cantina and their Tampa 
locations. It cannot be combined with any other offer or 
coupon. They also have a Rewards Club; you can earn one 
point for every $1 you spend and receive a $10 discount for 
every 100 points you redeem.          	                           	                 
RESTAURANT NEWS WANTED If you have news or 
suggestions for this newsletter, let us know. Our email is 
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 430-8300. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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BAYCARE’S MEMORY DISORDER TEAMS TRAIN 
RESTAURANTS TO OFFER DEMENTIA-FRIENDLY DINING  

Eating out can be tough when caring for someone with 
dementia. BayCare’s memory disorder teams are easing the 
burden by helping restaurants learn to be dementia friendly. 
“We want to be normal, but we recognize we have some 
limitations,” said Gary Sprigg, the primary caretaker for his 
wife Gayle who was diagnosed with dementia two years ago.
Those words could be echoed by hundreds in the Tampa 
Bay area, and helping those like the Spriggs regain some 
normalcy is one of the purposes of the Madonna Ptak Center 
for Alzheimer’s Research and Memory Disorders Clinic at 
Morton Plant Hospital and the Memory Disorders Center at 
St. Anthony’s Hospital. Both offer a myriad of services for 
those living with dementia and their caregivers including 
bi-weekly support groups and monthly caregiver events. 
Celisa Bonner, LCSW, and her team at the Memory Disorders 
Clinic, and Kim Saberi, MSW, and her team at the Memory 
Disorders Center, provide help.
“We meet with the caregivers and patients to help them find 
resources to navigate their new normal,” Bonner said. 
A new resource Bonner has been working to bring to the area 
is Dementia-Friendly Dining, a program that was started in 
the Orlando area in 2020 by a caregiver, Dennis Dulniak.
The program helps local restaurants take the stress out of 
dining out for people with dementia and their caregivers and 
allows them to continue to have fun and enjoy life. 
Bonner first approached O’Keefe’s Tavern in Clearwater with 
the idea. Manager John O’Brien’s mother and grandmother 
had dementia, so he was eager to sign on. 
“You are a person. You are not your disease,” he said. “It’s 
nice to make someone feel comfortable.”

Bonner trained O’Keefe’s staff on how to best interact with 
those living with a memory loss disorder. Sprigg and his wife 
came to the restaurant to share their ideas on what works best.
O’Keefe’s began offering Dementia-Friendly Dining early 
this year. Customers can come during regular hours, point 
to the Dementia-Friendly Dining sign on the host stand and 
expect a dining experience catered to their needs.
A server at Sonny’s BBQ in Palm Harbor heard about the 
program and asked Chief Kindness Officer Tara Boyle about 
starting it there. She embraced the idea. After Bonner trained 
the team, Sonny’s started its program on Valentine’s Day.
Sonny’s area manager Melinda Williams said, “The 
Dementia-Friendly Dining program helps us understand the 
disease a little more and be considerate. It gives us a better 
understanding of what people are going through.”
Recently the restaurant hosted a monthly caregiver support 
event. Laughter and chatter flowed from the table of 19 that 
included caregivers, patients and team members from the 
memory disorders center and clinic. 
“So many caregivers feel isolated. It’s good for them to be 
around others going through the same thing. It’s validating 
to see they are surviving,” said Gwen Kaldenberg, social 
services specialist II.
Bonner has trained a third restaurant – Cali’s in St. Petersburg 
– and plans to work to continue spreading the program 
throughout the area. For information on programs and 
resources, visit www.baycare.org/hospitals/morton-plant-
hospital/services/neurosciences/memory-disorders-clinic or 
www.baycare.org/hospitals/st-anthonys-hospital/services/
neurosciences/memory-disorders-center. 
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Upcoming Events
HOLIDAY LIGHTED BOAT PARADE
The Clearwater Yacht Club Annual Holiday Lighted Boat 
Parade, sponsored by Clearwater Yacht Club (CYC), will 
be Saturday, December 9. This is the 49th year of this 
spectacular lighted, nautical parade celebrating the spirit 
of the holiday. It raises funds for local area youth sailing 
and boating scholarships. FOX13News Anchor Laura 
Moody will be the parade‘s Grand Marshal for the second 
year in a row, on the 82 foot Monte Fino “Andiamo” 
during the parade and will appear at the CYC after-party. 
Clearwater Yacht Club is delighted to have you, your boat, 
and enthusiastic crew participating in this year’s event!
Distinguished parade judges from the City of Clearwater, 
Amplify Clearwater, and CYC will review the parade 
participants from the CYC Marina. Monetary boat parade 
prizes for the best decorations will be awarded in four areas, 
including commercial entries: Powerboats 30 foot & over, 
Powerboats 29 foot & under, Sailboats, and Overall Best in 
the Parade.
There is no registration fee for the event, but participants 
must register to get a boat number and be eligible for 
prizes. The Captain’s Meeting is at the Clearwater Yacht 
Club, downstairs in Drydock on Thursday, December 7, at 
6pm. For inquiries, e-mail CYCBoatParade@gmail.com. 
Sign up at www.clearwateryachtclub.org/boat-parade. 
VETERANS BOAT PARADE
The 27th Annual Veterans Boat Parade takes place on 
Saturday, November 11 in and around Madeira Beach - 
along  the Intracoastal waterway. If you own a boat, and a 
flag, and want to participate, they still have room for you
It begins in front of the Madeira American Legion and 
travels in and out of the inlets of Madeira Beach. The best 
place to see it is near the bridge. See their web site for 
details and a map, www.VeteransBoatParade.org.
FESTIVAL OF TREES
Held in Clearwater’s Long Center, the Festival of Trees is 
the Tampa Bay area’s premiere family friendly kick-off to 
the holiday season. The event is Friday through Sunday, 
November 17-19. Admission is $5 per person. 
The signature event supports The Arc Tampa Bay Foundation. 
Guests will enjoy a winter wonderland of sparkling trees 
decorated by members of the Tampa Bay community. 
The Long Center is located at 1501 Belcher Road N. Get 
more information at TheArcTBFoundation.org.

45TH ANNUAL TURKEY TROT NOVEMBER 23
The 45th Annual Turkey Trot, as always, will be held Thanksgiving morning. This year, that is November 23. 
The Trot unofficially began in 1977, started by the West Florida Y Runners Club of Pinellas County at Howard Park in Tarpon 
Springs. In 1979, it moved to Thanksgiving morning and relocated to the Clearwater High School stadium. 995 runners 
participated that year. In 1995, they had a record 10,217 participants; it is consistently over 17,000 to date. 
The Turkey Trot is about families of runners, and walkers, of all skill levels. Generations of families run together every year 
even great-grandparents with their great-grandchildren in strollers. They are there to have fun and to finish their race. Some 
considered the Turkey Trot as a friends reunion. Groups with busy lives still get together for the Trot. Some even fly in just for the 
run. Well, being Thanksgiving Day probably helps, too. 
If you want to participate, here are the facts: There are two races: A 1-Mile Gobbler and a 5K Wing-Ding. The 1 Mile 
Gobbler starts at 8:30am and costs $25 in advance or $30 after November 18. The 5K Wing-Ding starts at 7am and is $30 
in advance or $35 after November 18. Register in advance online TurkeyTrot.net. Same day registration is at the stadium at 
Clearwater High School on Gulf to Bay.
Advance registration includes their popular shirt. They recommend you show up one hour before your race. Call 727-442-
5838 for more information.
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NEW GM Clearwater Yacht Club 
has a new General Manager, Peter 
Jutis. With a background as a 
chef, he has managed restaurants 
for the Frenchy’s group at both 
Frenchy’s and Clear Sky. 
He has already made plans 
to upgrade some equipment 
including adding a coffee 
station that will include espresso, 
cappuccino, and lattes.
Born and raised in New York, Jutis 
has three children and lives with 
his wife and family in Palm Harbor. 	            	           

PROVISE  MANAGEMENT RECOGNIZED The annual 
Best Companies To Work For In Florida list featured in the 
August issue of Florida Trend magazine ranked ProVise as 
one of the top 100 employers in its category. 
“We are honored to be included in Florida Trend’s list of Best 
Companies with these other outstanding businesses across 
Florida,” said Ray Ferrara, CFP®, Founder and Executive 
Chair of ProVise. “Our wonderful team works hard on behalf 
of our 1200 clients who have entrusted us with $1.7 billion 
of their money.”
The Best Companies To Work For In Florida program is 
managed by Florida Trend and Workforce Research Group 
and is endorsed by the HR Florida State Council.		        					    		        					   
ITALIAN BOUTIQUE DAF & DREAM OPENS This 
new women’s wear store is the newest store to open in 
The Plaza 100. Owner Daniel Lovera opened this store 
in early September. Her first boutique opened five years 
ago in Downtown Clearwater. Lovera comes from Italy and 
brings that background to the Belleair Bluffs location, and 
it shows. All the store’s inventory is imported from Italy.
“Daf & Dream shares a piece of modern Italian culture in 
the form of delightful yet timeless collections that epitomize 
the art of Italian craftsmanship,” says Lovera. 
The new store is open Monday through Saturdays. You can 
also shop online at www.DafDream.com.		 		
BUSINESS FOR SALE Leslie Archer is selling her business 
Salt Washed Furniture and Decor, and moving to North 
Carolina. The business just opened this year in the small 
shopping center at the north part of Belleair Bluffs. If you 
are interested, please call her direct at 588-6234 or stop 
in at 760 Indian Rocks Road N. E-mail her at 
Stages1@SBCGlobal.net.			 		
MAGGIES MAES ROUNDS UP During August, the 
restaurant asked their customers if they would mind 
rounding UP their bill for school children. The goal was to 
help local schools provide needed items for children who 
couldn’t afford them. They collected $702.85, which went 
to Mildred Helms Elementary School PTA for distribution. 
Stop in and try their new menu with exciting new items. 		 		
CLEAR SKY ON PARK OPENS  Open for breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner, they have specials every day of the week. 
Happy hour is Monday - Friday 2 - 6pm which includes half 
off select draught beer, house wine, and most liquor. 
It is located at 13079 Park Blvd, Seminole.

Business Briefs
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100 YEARS OF YELLOW CAB Pinellas County’s Yellow Cab 
celebrates it’s 100th anniversary this year. In 1923 a story ran 
in the St Petersburg Independent announcing that Yellow Cab 
would be providing service to St. Petersburg area residents and 
guests. As the County, and the many municipalities within it, 
expanded throughout the past century, Yellow Cab continued to 
be dedicated to providing transportation service.
Today, Nick Cambas (whose grandfather brought their family to 
the Tampa Bay Area in the late 1970s to acquire Yellow Cab 
Co.) continues to operate the business with many dedicated team 
members – some have been with the Company for decades.
As a team, their mission is to serve residents and guests with 
safe, courteous, transportation—with nothing less than the 
caring quality we’d want our own family members to receive. 
They are committed to providing dependable, innovative and 
efficient transportation solutions to the community, corporate 
partners, and government agencies we are privileged to serve. 	          	          
WINN-DIXIE GROCERS SOLD German supermarket chain 
Aldi is buying Southeastern Grocer’s Winn-Dixie Grocers. 
This will add about 400 Aldi stores across Florida, Alabama, 
Georgia, Louisiana and Mississippi. After an evaluation, stores 
close to existing Aldis will continue to operate as Winn-Dixie	          	          
THE CLUB AT TREASURE ISLAND CLOSES The former 
yacht club, located at 400 Treasure Island Causeway, bought 
by businessperson Bill Edwards in 2009, is “permanently 
closed” and the 7.67-acre waterfront property has been sold 
for $15.1 million. The out-of-state buyers’ future plans have 
not been disclosed. Edwards claims to have lost $20 million 
since buying it. He tried to develop condominiums on the 
property, but faced zoning issues which resulted in a lawsuit 
against the City of Treasure Island. A $27 million purchase offer 
was withdrawn due to those same zoning restrictions. 	      						           	      						           
STONE CRABS ARE BACK With stone crab season opening 
October 15, you know Stone Crab Festivals can’t be far behind. 
Clearwater Beach’s annual Stone Crab Festivals are October 
20-22. Coco Crush Bar and Grill has two locations in Clearwater 
Beach, but their Festival is only at the 423 Poinsettia Avenue 
location. They will have delicious claws at discounted prices, live 
music, drinks, and other seafood specials ALL weekend long.
Dunedin Stone Crab Festival is at Olde Bay Café at 51 Main 
Street and Edgewater Park on October 21st from noon-9pm. 
They will have fresh claws in all sizes from jumbos to floaters 
and live music. E-mail Festival@OldeBayCafe.com or call 
(727) 451-9214.
On October 27 - 29, Palm Pavilion (10 Bay Esplanade) has 
live entertainment, souvenir T-shirts (while they last), and free 
admission. Get more information at PalmPavilion.com.
Coco’s IRB 1st Annual Crabfest is October 27-29. In addition 
to the freshest seafood delicacies, there will be live music.

Business Briefs
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WHAT IS CHILD SUPPORT?
By Jake Hornstein, Our Children Have Rights .Org (OCHR)

What is Child Support?
Child support is an ongoing payment by 
a co-parent to assist with the financial 
support of their child(ren). Payments are 
often determined during the process of 
divorce. And applies to unmarried co-
parents with a minor child. The only 
requirement for requesting child support is 
the establishment of paternity or maternity. 
What is the Purpose of Child Support?
Child support is grounded in the thought 
that both parents are legally and financially 
responsible for the child. It provides financial support to a 
child whose parents are either no longer married due to 
divorce, or the parents are unmarried nor together. 
When child support is paid regularly, children and custodial 
parents are less likely to rely on public benefits like welfare, 
food assistance and Medicaid. This decreases public 
spending on these programs and helps increase a family’s 
self-sufficiency.  Fathers who pay child support are more likely 
to be more involved in the lives of their children.
What Does Child Support Cover?
Child support intends to ensure the child continues to be 
provided with an acceptable standard of living. It is meant to 
cover expenses including food, clothing, childcare, education, 
toys, housing, utilities, and even activities (ex: summer camp). 
What if a Parent Has Difficulty Paying Child Support?
Fortunately, reputable resources and programs exist (including 
OCHR). Part of our program is to help a qualified parent find the 
right Non-Custodial Parent Employment Program (NCPEP), at 
no cost. These programs are vital to ensuring the financial well-
being of the child and is also critical in maintaining a healthy 
co-parenting relationship (a fundamental part of our mission). 
At OCHR, we’re proud to partner with Cornerstone 
Connections and Gulf Coast JFCS. Cornerstone Connections 
serves parents in 5 counties throughout Central Florida. Gulf 
Coast JFCS serves parents in Pinellas, Pasco-Hernando, 
Hillsborough, & Miami-Dade. Both programs assist 
unemployed or under employed non-custodial parents with 
skills and tools needed to establish a pattern of regular child-
support payments. This includes career search, job retention, 
interview training/resume writing, guidance on child support 
issues, and more. 
Helping parents access these programs provides a greater 
benefit to our society by keeping individuals with barriers to 
employment out of the criminal justice system, saving our 
state money. Above all, it further ensures a child’s access to 
both accountable parents. 
OCHR is a Pinellas based nonprofit that helps parents more 
seamlessly navigate their child custody and co-parenting 
journeys, at no cost to the family. Support of our mission is 
vital, and we kindly ask our community to consider a small 
financial contribution to our mission.
Most importantly, if you, or someone you know, needs our 
assistance, we’re here for you. We’re on a mission… A 
mission to protect the rights of children to have access to both 
responsible parents by providing education, resources, and 
support services for successful co-parenting. Why? Because 
Our Children Have Rights.
Contact Jake: JakeHornstein@OurChildrenHaveRights.com or 
visit www.OCHR.org. To donate, visit 
www.ourchildrenhaverights.org/donate. 
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LARGO RESIDENT PUBLISHES CHILDREN’S BOOK
By Pete Magnani
Largo resident and author Nathaniel Jenks recently published his first children’s book, A New Day 
for Umwell the Gray, illustrated by Rebecca Evans. The book tells the story of a boy named William 
who sees life through a gray lens. His world, his mood, and even his clothes are gray. One day a 
mysterious girl appears and introduces herself as Purple. When she asks his name, he stammers 
and responds “um…well” so Purple begins calling him Umwell. As they talk, William complains 
that his life is boring and nothing ever changes. 
Purple takes him on a walk through the woods to the beach and shows him that everything in 
nature is constantly changing, from the running water in a stream to the leaves falling from the 
trees. The illustrations in the book begin as drab shades of gray and vibrant colors are added 
throughout as William begins to appreciate the changing beauty inherent in nature. 
“I believe children’s writing is very important,” says Jenks. “If you give them a positive message, 
they can take that forward in their lives and into the world. The book is aimed at children six to 
ten years old. “When you publish for this age range, you must be economical with your words. 
However, because children might still be reading the story with their parents, I tried to write it so that it works on two levels.” 
He hopes that both the children and their parents will be able to get something out of it.

Jenks was born in St. Petersburg and moved to Largo at an early age, attending both Largo Middle 
and High Schools. He also lived in Oregon for 10 years, where he developed a passion for nature 
and spent as much time as possible hiking and camping. He also found an interest in eastern 
philosophy, particularly Taoism. “Sometimes in our rational adult world, we think things are so fixed 
and you get stuck,” says Jenks. “If you have that intuition that things are actually always changing in 
nature, you can relate it to human beings as well.”
Jenks spent four years teaching English, Science and Grammar in Thailand before returning to 
Florida. He lived for a time in Naples, where he published articles on his nature excursions, including 
several about a two-week kayak journey he took from Naples to the Keys. He also worked in the 
tennis industry for many years and published several articles about the sport.
Jenks is currently working on another children’s book unrelated to A New Day for Umwell the Gray but 
is also planning a prequel and sequel to further explore William and Purple’s lives. This inspirational 
book is in the Pinellas County Library system and can be purchased at some local bookstores, 
Amazon, and Barnes and Noble. Links to those sites are available at nathanieljenks.com.
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PEACE MEMORIAL 2023-2024 CONCERT SCHEDULE
Peace Memorial opens its concert season October 8 at 3 pm 
with MELODIOUS MENDELSSOHN AND MORE, a wonderful 
classical concert featuring violist Michael Klotz and pianist 
Grigorios Zamparas. They will present the beautiful Mendelssohn 
cello sonata as transcribed for viola, works of Hindemith and 
additional classical selections. The rich acoustics of the Peace 
sanctuary are perfectly suited for these instruments.
Michael Klotz playing the Viola is violist with the highly 
regarded Amernet String Quartet, Ensemble in Residence at 
Florida International University. He received his Bachelor’s 
degree from the Eastman School of Music and his Masters 
from Juilliard. He is an acclaimed violist with many worldwide 
performances, and he enjoys developing interesting 
programs and collaborating with other leading artists.
Grigorios Zamparas playing the Piano received his earliest 
training and degrees in Greece, followed by his Masters 
Degree in Music from Indiana University and his Doctorate at 
the University of Miami. He is a highly acclaimed piano soloist, 
recitalist, and chamber musician and is also a Professor of 
Piano at University of Tampa. He records on the Centaur label. 
No tickets are needed. Seating is first come, first served. Doors 
open at 2:30. An offering will be taken with a suggested 
minimum donation ($5-10) to ensure future concert seasons. 
Other upcoming concerts include:
•	 October 29 at 3 pm, JOHN MC CALL, THEATER 

ORGANIST - Exciting Theater Organist plays and 
improvises live while we watch a spooky old silent film.

•	 November 12 at 3 pm, HEATHER THORN, XYLOPHONIST 
This talented player is joined by vocalist Krissy Vavrek 
and top-notch band Vivacity in an exciting program 
featuring your favorite selections from the Silver Screen.

•	 December 10 at 3 pm, ANGELA MASSEY, FLUTE AND 
RACHEL O’BRIEN, HARP - This wonderful duo will 
entertain us with a program of popular and sacred 
holiday music just right for the holiday season.

•	 January 14, 2024 at 3 pm, BRYAN HUGHES VOCALIST 
with his band “The Crew” - Enjoy a program of great 
pop melodies made famous by Frank Sinatra plus other 
selections from the Great American Songbook.

•	 February 11, 2024 at 3 pm, JAQUELINE BRUCE, 
Soprano in a Scottish Fantasy - This fine vocalist will be 
joined by her pianist as they offer a program featuring 
all types of music from or celebrating Scotland, including 
some fun sing-a longs. 

•	 March 10, 2024 at 3 pm, JAMES DAVID CHRISTIE, 
ORGANIST - Peace’s fine pipe organ will be on 
display for this program featuring selections by Johann 
Sebastian Bach.

Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church (the pink church) is 
located at 110 S. Ft. Harrison Ave., Clearwater. (corner of 
Pierce and Ft. Harrison). There are five primary parking areas: 
1) east across Ft Harrison in the large County lot, enter at 
Pierce or Park Streets 2) west behind the church entering off of 
Pierce – designated handicapped and ramp access 3) north n 
the County Utility Building lot 4) west in the Old City Hall lot 
and 5) southwest in the Clearwater Marine Aquarium lot.
Visit www.peacememorial.org/concerts, call the church office 
at (727) 446 3001 or Concert Series Chair, Beth Daniels at 
(727) 461 1818, for more information.
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UNLOCKING THE SECRETS
TO HAIR LOSS

Priya Nayyar, MD, Board-Certified Dermatologist
Alopecia is the medical term for hair loss and is one of the 
most common conditions the team at Dermaclinique treat. 
Hair loss can be a huge source of stress and anxiety for both 
men and women. Identifying the cause is important to ensure 
appropriate and effective treatment plans are made. 
The most common cause of hair loss is called androgenetic 
alopecia, affecting 30-50% of men and women by the age 
of 50. It presents as a receding frontal hairline in men and 
diffuse hair thinning with preservation of the frontal hairline 
in women. Due to a hereditary change in the hormonal 
levels of the scalp, shrinking, or miniaturization of the hair 
follicles occurs. This gives the hair a thinner and shorter 
appearance. There is a shortening of the anagen (growth 
phase) of the hair cycle, which leads to slowed hair regrowth 
and earlier shed than normal. All of these changes lead to 
the appearance of thinning hair and increased hair loss. It is 
important to intervene early and see your dermatologist to 
prevent the progressive miniaturization and shedding of the 
hairs. Treatments may include antifungal shampoos, topical 
minoxidil, and oral medications such as finasteride in men. 
Platelet rich plasma (PRP) is a new and effective treatment 
for this condition. Platelets in human blood are a natural 
source of growth factors and serve to promote cell growth, 
proliferation and regeneration. It requires no medication 
and is a relatively simple procedure performed in the 
dermatologist’s office. Many peer reviewed scientific studies 
in the medical literature have shown the majority of patients 
treated with PRP experience successful hair growth both in 
female and male androgenetic alopecia. 
Hair loss can also be caused by diet, stress and pregnancy. 
This form of alopecia is called telogen effluvium, which literally 
means “a flood of hair loss.” It typically occurs rapidly a few 
weeks or months following a major stressful event. Telogen 
effluvium may be triggered by crash dieting or rapid weight 
loss, surgery, extreme emotional distress (e.g., after the loss of 
a loved one), or an illness with fever, such as Covid-19. Large 
clumps of hair can suddenly fall out, leading to diffuse thinning 
or obvious baldness three or four months after the inciting event. 
Fortunately, this type of alopecia is completely reversible; your 
hair will grow back normally within a year or so. Treatments to 
shorten the length of hair shedding and faster hair regrowth 
include scalp cortisone injections and PRP treatments. 
Additionally, several other medical conditions can cause hair 
loss. Thyroid disease (both over and under-active thyroid), 
iron deficiency anemia, connective tissue diseases (such as 
lupus), eating disorders, and nutritional deficiencies (i.e., 
protein, vitamins, minerals) can result in diffuse scalp hair loss. 
Autoimmune disorders such as alopecia areata also cause hair 
loss. Depending on the underlying cause of hair loss, treatment 
options may include changing hair care, at home treatments 
such as minoxidil and lasers for at-home use, cortisone 
injections, platelet rich plasma, prescription medications, 
vitamin and mineral supplements, and hair transplant. 
It is important to have your hair loss evaluated by a board-
certified dermatologist to determine what is causing it. A thorough 
scalp examination, bloodwork and a possible skin biopsy may 
be required to diagnosis medical conditions causing the hair 
loss. Determining the cause will help your dermatologist identify 
the best treatment plan to help with hair growth or restoration. 
Dr. Nayyar and her team at Dermaclinique have the medical 
training and expertise to manage all types of alopecia. They have 
helped restore many patients self-confidence and self-esteem with 
an appropriate hair restoration treatment plan.
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Community News...
CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB
The Club is one of the oldest Yacht Clubs in the country, 
continuing the long-standing tradition the world over. You 
don’t need a boat to join in the fun at CYC in Clearwater 
Beach. Many members don’t have boats. Their social activities 
center around parties in their restaurant or at their Tiki Bar.
Their Winter membership opportunity runs November 1st 
through March 31st. It has no initiation fee and monthly dues 
are $250. Winter Club Members can use the pool, tiki bar, 
dining room and other amenities at the newly remodeled club. 
Members can also enjoy day dockage on the club’s brand 
new docks. Best of all, you can meet new people. Call the 
Yacht Club’s office, 447-6000. Visit ClearwaterYachtCLub.
org, or e-mail Office@ClearwaterYachtClub.org.
SAND KEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION
The Sand Key Civic Association is a non-partisan, not-for-
profit organization dedicated to improving the quality of life 
on Sand Key. 
If You Care about Sand Key - Get a Seat on The Board. 
The Sand Key Civic Association (SKCA) is now accepting 
applications for open board seats for the upcoming term! 
What We Do: The SKCA is actively engaged with state, 
county, and city officials to preserve, defend and protect the 
unique characteristics of Sand Key on behalf of all residents 
so that we are better informed and can quickly react to issues 
that affect our community.
Can I Be A Board Member: If you live on Sand Key in a 
building that is already a member (member list can be found 
at: sandkeycivicassociation.wordpress.com/membership-list) 
and have approximately 2 hours per month to engage with 
the community - then you CAN SERVE. You will help make 
Sand Key a better place to live.
How To Apply: Please send a letter or resume for consideration 
to: SKCAinc@aol.com 
Applications are NOW being accepted. New board members 
are voted in at the December 6th meeting and your term 
begins in January 2024.
SKCA members can take advantage of “deep discounts” when 
using the Sailing Center. “In person” meetings have resumed 
at the Clearwater Community Sailing Center on Gulf Blvd. 
on the first Wednesday of each month at 7pm. Contact the 
secretary at skcainc@aol.com, with any questions.

TAMPA BAY WATCH 
Submitted by Rachel Arndt
We have exciting news to share! The universe has spoken, 
so the highly anticipated Evening for the Bay: The Reef Ball, 
will once again be held at our beautiful TBW Tierra Verde 
Marine Center on Saturday, October 21. Due to unavoidable 
challenges with reserved parking and newly announced 
road construction in downtown Tampa near the Tampa 
Museum of Art, the venue change will create an elevated 
guest experience.
As we celebrate our 30th anniversary milestone, guests can 
expect to enjoy delicious cocktails and hors d’oeuvres on our 
iconic wraparound porch, open bar, elegant plated dinner, 
and an exciting auction. Plus, Tampa Bay’s own 18-piece 
Jazz Orchestra – The TomKats – is lined up to provide 
entertainment throughout the evening. And we’ll be treated 
to a magnificent Tampa Bay Watch sunset!
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AMPLIFY CLEARWATER’S CHALKFUL OF TASTE
The Taste of the Beaches, a restaurant event, is returning to 
Clearwater Beach, Friday, November 3 at the Pier 60 Park next 
to the Roundabout with a new name, Chalkful of Taste. This is 
a fundraiser for AMPLIFY Clearwater.
It will feature tastes from nearby restaurants, including 
some from Belleair Bluffs, live music, and their ever popular 
ChalkWalk.
BELLEAIR WOMENS REPUBLICAN CLUB
Belleair Women’s Republican Club (BWRC) will meet on 
November 3. Payment for the luncheon at Belleair Country Club, 
One Country Club Lane, Belleair, will serve as your reservation, 
and must be received by October 25th. Please make your $35 
check payable to BWRC and mail to Treasurer Marilu Baker, 
9347 89th Avenue, Seminole, FL 33777. Unfortunately, walk-
ups cannot be accommodated. Social time begins at 11:30; 
luncheon and speaker at noon. 
C. Scott Dudley, Director of Field Advocacy and Federal Affairs 
at the Florida League of Cities will be the speaker. Having 
worked at the League for more than 20 years, he oversees 
the grassroots and member advocacy efforts at the state 
and federal level, as well as the federal legislative agenda 
for Florida’s 411 municipalities. He also serves as Executive 
Director for the Florida League of Mayors. He has lobbied 
at the federal level in Washington as well as the local level. 
He has three grown sons and two grandchildren, is an 
outdoorsman and sports enthusiast, and graduated from 
Florida State University.
HUGE FALL PLANT SALE
Two Clearwater Non-Profits are joining forces and having 
a Fall plant sale. This fundraising event, supporting both 
organizations,will be at the Clearwater Community Gardens at 
1277 Grove Street, from 10 am to 3 pm, Saturday & Sunday, 
October 7th & 8th. There is free street parking. Hundreds of 
locally grown herbs, annual flowers, butterfly & house plants, 
vegetables, and honey will be available at great prices.
Gardening enthusiasts will find a large variety to pick from. 
The herbs and vegetables have been started from seed by 
the members of the community gardens and local gardeners. 
The honey comes from the beehives located at the Community 
Gardens. The houseplants, flowers, and landscaping plants 
have been propagated by the members of the Clearwater 
Garden Club. Knowledgeable folks will be on hand to answer 
questions and give advice. This is a great time to spruce up 
flower and vegetable gardens this year with a large variety of 
new and familiar offerings.
Bring an acoustic instrument, or your voice, and join in for 
the JAM session each day, from noon to 2, under the covered 
pavilion, and get a small jar of fruit JAM. To reserve a slot 
email jammin@clearwatercg.org. 
About Clearwater Garden Club: Their purpose to further the 
education of members and the general public in the fields 
of gardening, horticulture, botany, landscape design, artistic 
design, conservation of natural resources, civic beautification, 
garden therapy, and environmental and nature studies. For 
more information visit www.clearwatergardenclub.com.
About Clearwater Community Gardens: They have 47 
Gardening Plots leased to 45 Clearwater families. Each plot 
has irrigation, soil, compost and mulch. There are several 
honey bee hives, a pollinator garden, herb gardens, fruit 
trees, and lounge area. Visit www.clearwatercg.org.
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INDIAN ROCKS RESIDENTS RAISING ELK IN THE HIGH COUNTRY
By Bob and Becky Griffin
Burt and Donna Valery, long time Indian 
Rocks Beach residents, bought property 
in North Carolina in 2015. Previously, 
Bert was a City Commissioner, founded 
the Senior Softball League, was 
very active in Action 2000, and was 
instrumental in creating the Pinellas 
County Trail, all while operating his 
successful Valery Insurance Agency on 
Gulf Blvd. Donna was also very active in 
Action 2000 and served as the President 
of the Indian Rocks Historical Society, and 
the city’s Executive Committee, a group 
representing all the city organizations. 
Now, they live on top of a mountain 
raising elk, growing Christmas trees, 
tending to a vineyard, and making cider 
from almost 100-year-old apple trees.
“Bert cannot just sit still, even at 83,” 
says Donna. 
Vast herds of elk once roamed the 
southern Appalachian Mountains. Due 
to excessive hunting, they disappeared. 
Bert and Donna bought sixty acres in 
Newland, NC that they named “Sweet 
Water Ranch” and are raising elk with 
hopes to help repopulate the mountains. 
The Valerys started their small herd at 
the end of 2020 when they purchased 
a male and shortly after, two female elk. 
Last summer both females gave birth to 
male calves, known as “spike elks” until 
they have true antlers. This summer, two 
more calves were born. 
“From my research, there were 
once thousands in this part of North 
Carolina,” Bert explains. “I want to see 
if I can help start a rebirth here. I got 
interested in raising elk when visiting 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, and I saw a 
real elk herd,” says Bert. “In the winter, 
they feed them, and 10,000 to 15,000 
elk show up. It has grown into a popular 
tourist attraction.”
The few other North Carolina elk farms 
raise the animals to either be eaten or 
sold to hunting resorts where hunters 
shoot and mount their heads and large 

antlers on their wall. The Sweet Water 
Ranch herd is different; these elk will 
never be hunted or eaten.
“We named our bull ‘Braveheart’ 
because of this area’s Scottish heritage,” 
explains Donna. “The mothers are 
‘Meadow’ and ‘Dancer.’ Their sons are 
‘Prancer and Ziggy.’ The babies don’t 
have names yet. We don’t know their 
sex — it will be months before we do.” 
“Even though they were born last 
summer, we did not know the yearlings 
were males until their nubs started to 
appear this spring.” Donna says. “In fact, 
the mothers kept them hidden from us 
until they were a month or two old.”
“The males lose their antlers every 
spring,” adds Donna. “By mid-summer 
they have grown back larger. Until 
just before they fall off, the antlers are 
covered with a fine “velvet;” just like our 
skin, it bleeds if cut. A pair of antlers can 
weigh forty pounds. The males necks 
are very thick and muscular just from 
holding their heavy head.”
“Our females weigh 500 to 700 pounds 
and stand about five feet tall (to their 
shoulders),” explains Bert. “Males are 
much bigger. Braveheart weighs 800 to 
1,000 pounds and is about six feet tall, 
but when you add his neck and head, 
he is closer to nine feet.” 
The herd has access to a creek, a 
meadow with a few old apple trees 
(an elk favorite) and a large, wooded 
area for shade. They live in a natural 
environment, eating grasses, plants, 
leaves and tree bark - what they would 
find in the wild. 
The state had to inspect their area and 
the state-required eight-foot-tall fence, 
before any elk could use it. Since they 
now have multiple males that need to 
be separated, a second area was built 
and is awaiting inspection. The new 
area has a large pond so the elk can 
cool off in the summer.
Daily, elk eat about three pounds of 
food for every one hundred pounds 

of their bodyweight. They prefer to 
eat from their surroundings, but store 
bought feed maintains them during the 
winter. Bert estimates his herd averages 
a ton of feed a month – at $700 a ton. 
The feed is always available in a steel 
feeder that holds three tons; eliminating 
the need to feed them daily. The feeder 
alone was $6000 and a second one is 
on order for the new area.
As you can see, all this costs money! 
And the elk don’t make any. Retire? 
Never! To help support the ranch, the 
Valery’s have turned to other ventures. 
Two years ago, they began planting 
Christmas trees. 
“I planted 1,000 trees, three years in a 
row,” says Bert. “Trees can be harvested 
in five years.”
A one-year-old Christmas tree seedling 
sells for eighty-five cents. A two-year-old 
tree costs $1.50. Once they mature, they 
can sell upwards to $100. Bert hopes to 
sell the first crop in 2026.
“Buying the two-year-old trees takes a 
full year off the time it takes before they 
can be sold,” adds Bert. “They also have 
a better survival rate.”
Donna has her own project. She planted 
a small vineyard, with over 1,500 young 
grapevines. This year, she plans to make 
wine as gifts for friends and for their own 
personal use. As the vineyard grows, 
she hopes to sell her grapes to a local 
winery. She spends ten or more hours 
a week tending the vineyard, trimming, 
and tying vines. She also bottles cider 
made from apples in an old orchard on 
the property.
“The Christmas trees and wine sales are 
a future source of income,” says Bert, “so 
we can continue to raise the herd.”
The Valerys are still regularly in Indian 
Rocks. When in town they live in an 
apartment on the same property as their 
Insurance Agency, which Burt still runs.
You can reach the Valerys at 
BertValery1@HotMail.com
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CLEARWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
CELEBRATING THE BELLEVIEW-BILTMORE Exhibit is at the 
Clearwater Historical Society Museum through 
February 10. 
•	 2nd Annual Trunk or Treat, Saturday, October 21, 

starting at 10 am. Bring your children dressed in their 
costumes to enjoy a fun morning of Trunk or Treat. 
If you would like to bring your car and share treats 
or have questions call 727-754-8019 or e-mail 
clearwaterhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

•	 Kiwanis Club Pancake Breakfast is Saturday October 
21, 9 am - Noon. Join them for a pancake breakfast 
at the Museum to support the Kiwanis Club projects.

•	 November 11 - Veterans  celebration - dinner and 
a movie at the museum- tickets go on sale end of 
October. 

•	 Macrame class third Wednesday every month 
alternating morning and evening classes. 

They are looking for volunteers to help run the museum 
and applications are available online - they are looking 
for committee members, docents and board members. 
Visit Clearwaterhistoricalsociety.org and their Facebook 
page for regular museum event updates. Event space is 
available for rent for gatherings of any kind. 
ISLAND ESTATES YACHT CLUB
After the IEYC took a break during the summer heat, they 
are excited to announce the calendar of events for the 
remainder of 2023!
• October 15th the IEYC will host the annual Blind Auction 
at the Dunedin Golf Club. A favorite of the members and 
guests, the auction starts much like the old “Let’s Make a 
Deal” game show, where audience members are given 
fake money for items they may have with them or on their 
person, like scarves, nail clippers and other miscellaneous 
items. The money is then used to bid on wrapped items, 
which may or many not be of value.
• November 5th is the IEYC Annual Meeting and Awards 
Banquet at the Dunedin Golf Club. This formal event 
includes the election of the 2024 Officers and Board as 
well as awards.
• December 1st is the annual Change of Watch (COW) at 
the Belleair Country Club. The COW is where the outgoing 
Officers and Board members are relieved and the new 
Club Officers and Board members are sworn in for the 
new year. 
• January 1st is their annual New Year’s Day Brunch at the 
Belleair Country Club. This annual event allows everyone 
to reconnect after the holidays and to mingle with guests.
The Island Estates Yacht Club (IEYC) was officially started 
in 1975, as an incorporated not-for-profit club whose 
mission is to foster fellowship among its members.
The IEYC founded the Island Estates Memorial Boat Parade. 
With help from the community, the City of Clearwater and 
the Clearwater Yacht Club, the parade has grown to be 
one of the largest in the southeast.
In the past half-century years some of us are older and some 
are no longer boaters, but we all cherish the friendships the 
yacht club has fostered, and so the tradition lives on.
If you would like to learn more about the IEYC, please 
e-mail islandestatesyc@gmail.com.

CLOTHES TO KIDS - CTK
School is back and CTK is serving a record-breaking number 
of children (up to 50 kids a day), and have a major shortages 
of elementary school clothing for both boys and girls sized 
(XS-XXL). Donations can be dropped off between 9 am and 
4:30 pm Monday-Friday at Clothes To Kids’ three convenient 
store locations:
Clearwater: 1059 N Hercules Ave, Clearwater, FL 33765
Tampa: 5011 W Hillsborough Ave, Tampa, FL 33634
St. Petersburg: 2168 34th St S, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Please donate new or quality used clothing to Clothes To Kids 
today! Clean those closets and ask your friends, neighbors, 
corporation, or your places of worship to help. We are asking 
the community to please donate elementary boy and girl 
clothing to help us clothe the children in both Hillsborough 
and Pinellas County. Their goal is for every child to go to 
school with new or quality used clothing so that he or she has 
the confidence and self-esteem needed to achieve academic 
success. Your donation matters – clothes matter! 
Clothes To Kids, is a nonprofit organization, that last school 
year distributed 15,766 full school wardrobes. For more 
information, visit ClothesToKids.org.
CLEARWATER BEACH LIBRARY EVENTS
All Ages
•	 Trunk or Treat - Thursday, October 19, 6-8 pm. 
•	 Night Sky at the Beach, Experience the Night Sky with 

Telescopes! - Monday, November 20, 5:30-7:30 pm.  
Adults
•	 Mahjong Every Monday 2-4pm
•	 Shell Crafters  - first Tuesday of the month, 11 am
•	 Beach Book Club 
	 October 4 The 7 ½ Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle
	 November 1 The Salt Path
•	 Fall Yarn Wrapped Pumpkins - Thursday, October 25, 2 pm*
•	 Thanksgiving Centerpieces with Flowerama* - Thursday, 

November 16, 2:30 pm 
       asterisk* registration required. 
Youth
Sunshine Storytime- first Monday (Oct. 2 & Nov. 6), 11 am
The library is located at 69 Bay Esplanade on Clearwater 
Beach. Call 727-562-4968 or visit myclearwaterlibrary.com 
for more information.
THE BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB
Belleair Garden Club meetings are held October through 
May on the first Wednesday of the month at 1pm.
Their 2024 “Junk & Jewels Sale” fundraiser will be Saturday, 
February 3, 8am to 1pm (coinciding with the Belleair 
Community-wide sale) The Saturday drive-up donation days 
are: October 7, November 4th and December 2nd from 
10am to Noon at the Belleair Garden Club, 903 Ponce de 
Leon Boulevard, Belleair.
Accepted donations include home accessories, holiday décor, 
collectibles, toys, games, books, sporting goods, jewelry and 
artwork. Handbags, shoes, wallets, hats, belts, scarves, ties 
and other accessories will be accepted.(No electronics.)
The Belleair Garden Club, a non-profit organization in its 
72nd year, raises funds to support local historic preservation 
programs and education scholarships for post high school 
students in horticulture and botanical studies. 
For information visit www.belleairgardenclub.com or contact 
belleairgardenclub1@gmail.com.
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SUNCOAST JAZZ FESTIVAL 
RETURNS TO SAND KEY

Ranky Tanky To Appear With New 
Orleans Favorite Kermit Ruffins & The 

Barbecue Swingers
The 33rd Annual Suncoast Jazz Festival will return to 
Clearwater’s Sand Key November 17-19. Jazz fans will 
once again gather on Florida’s West Coast the weekend 
before Thanksgiving and enjoy live performances from 
over 80 musicians. Held inside two resort settings on Sand 
Key at the Sheraton Sand Key Resort and Marriott Suites, 
the festival features performers from across the nation and 
around the world from New Orleans, San Francisco and 
New York to Italy, Brazil, Australia, and Rio. 
Suncoast Jazz Festival Director Joan Dragon is excited to 
announce that two-time Grammy award-winning Ranky 
Tanky will appear for the first time and will be a co-headliner 
along with beloved New Orleans jazz trumpeter and singer 
Kermit Ruffins and his band, the Barbecue Swingers. 
Grammy-nominated guitar wizard Diego Figueiredo will be 
back by popular demand.
Ranky Tanky is based in Charleston, South Carolina and 
specializes in jazz-influenced arrangements of traditional 
Gullah music (meaning “get funky”) which is a culture that 
originated among descendants of enslaved West Africans in 
the Lowcountry areas.
Back for the second year will be Kermit Ruffins, the 
charismatic jazz trumpeter, singer, composer and actor from 
New Orleans. He performs with his group the Barbeque 
Swingers and will appear both Friday and Saturday nights.
Locals and out-of-towners alike are invited to enjoy three 
days on beautiful Sand Key, overlooking the Gulf of Mexico 
for some of the best, live performances today including Big 
Easy-Flavored Jazz, American Songbook, Timeless Gullah 
Jazz, Modern Acoustic Jazz, Swing, Blues, Zydeco and a 
touch of Rockabilly and Gospel.
“I’ve been a member of the Board of our non-profit 
organization for 20 years and very excited about our lineup 
this year, guaranteed to generate interest from a variety of 
ages” Dragon said. “Selecting Ranky Tanky this year was 
a bold move and I’m sure our fans will welcome them to 
Florida’s West Coast along with our other musical choices 
for 2023.” The Suncoast Jazz Festival operates under the 
name Suncoast Classic Jazz Inc., a 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
corporation.
Local jazz legends are again making appearances, including 
John Lamb. The beloved double bassist was a member of 
the Duke Ellington Orchestra. The line-up includes local 
musicians such as St. Petersburg’s beloved Nate Najar and 
Brazilian-born Daniela Soledade, La Lucha, John O’Leary, 
Alejandro Arenas, Mark Feinman, Ona Kirei, Jean Bolduc, 
Jeremy Carter.
A variety of admission tickets are available with six options 
ranging from: $40 (after 6 pm) up to $225 for three days 
of non-stop music. SPONSORSHIPS ALSO AVAILABLE. For 
tickets and information, visit suncoastjazzfestival.com; or 
email jazzclassic@aol.com; or phone 727-248-9441. Early 
Bird tickets are available before October 1. Students with ID 
are admitted free Saturday and Sunday.
The Suncoast Jazz Festival is dedicated to preserving and 
promoting jazz and offers an indoor, intimate setting held 
inside venues with nearby lodging overlooking the Gulf. 
The “Jolley Trolley” offers a free shuttle between hotels and 
there is free parking at Sand Key Park.
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ANNUAL MARTINIS + MATISSE 
Save the Date - Clearwater Free Clinic’s Signature Event Returns. 
On January 20, 2024, the Clearwater Free Clinic (CFC) will host 
the annual Martinis + Matisse fundraising event at the FrankCrum 
campus for an evening of handcrafted cocktails and culture. 
Guests will experience beautiful art, high-end local cuisine and, 
of course, exceptionally smooth martinis. As in years past, each 
guest will have an opportunity to take home a piece of donated 
art from local and national artists who support the Clearwater 
Free Clinic. All proceeds from the 21st annual event benefit 
the Clinic’s mission to provide quality medical and behavioral 
health care to people in need in upper and mid-Pinellas County. 
The CFC invites all community partners, donors, artists, art 
connoisseurs, and interested participants to join us, along with 
Honorary Chairs, Tim and Carol Mariani, and featured artist, 
Melanie Cech-Sumner, for another unforgettable evening. Sponsors 
will enjoy exclusive benefits while supporting an organization 
committed to providing vital services to neighbors in need.
For details, visit www.martinisandmatisse.org or contact Special 
Events and Donor Relations Coordinator, Maria Christiano, at 
mchristiano@clearwaterfreeclinic.org or (727) 331-8146.
CLEARWATER BEACH ASSOCIATION (CBA)
The CBA is a not-for-profit, non-partisan and non-sectarian 
organization that promotes projects of a civic, charitable, 
recreational, and/or social nature. Annual dues are $35 per 
household, or $150 per business. CBA s Clearwater’s oldest civic 
association and has been serving the community since 1944. Visit: 
www.clearwaterbeachassoc.com/history-of-cba. Contact CBA 
president Samuel Hutkin at hutloan@gmail.com. 
Upcoming Events:
•	 October 3, – 6:30 pm, Monthly CBA Membership Meeting, 

Chapel by the Sea, 54 Bay Esplanade, in fellowship hall.
•	 October – Pub Crawl - date to be announced. Usually 

visit about four beach bars offering specials, followed 
by a raffle. Great get-to-know-your neighbor event. Paid 
members will receive the notices

•	 November 7, – 6:30 pm, Monthly Membership Meeting, 
Chapel by the Sea, 54 Bay Esplanade, in fellowship hall.

•	 December 2,  – CBA Holiday Party
•	 December 5, – 6:30 pm, Monthly Membership Meeting, 

Chapel by the Sea, 54 Bay Esplanade, in fellowship hall.
ISLAND ESTATES CIVIC ASSOCIATION (IECA)
The Island Estates Civic Association (IECA) is a community 
organization comprised of local residents and business owners 
with a mission of promoting the safety, welfare, spirit and the 
unique lifestyle of the Island Estates community.
•	  Causeway Clean-Up October 14, 8 - 10am
•	 Chili Cook-off: The Chili Cook-off is back, October 

14th from 1 to 4pm in the Fifth Third Bank parking lot 
on Island Way. Enjoy live music, a 50/50 raffle and beer 
from 3 Daughters Brewing. This is open to any type of chili; 
categories will include traditional, vegan, non-traditional, 
vegetarian, it all depends on what the entrants want to 
make. To participate as a contestant or vendor, please 
e-mail Maureentcox@verizon.net.

•	 Town Hall Meeting: November 6th, Island Way Grill, 7 to 8pm
•	 Winter Social: December 12, Island Way Grill, 5:30 to 7pm
•	 The Christmas Parade is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, 

December 17 from 5pm to 6pm. 
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ELECTRIC VEHICLES – WHAT DO YOU REALLY KNOW?
By Becky Griffin
There are about three million electric 
vehicles (EVs) on the road in the U.S. 
That is only about 6% of all cars, but the 
number is growing. Transitioning to EVs 
is complicated, with nuances that include 
cost, environmental impact, safety and 
more. There are certainly issues with 
electric cars, and like all new inventions, 
there have growing pains, but just imagine 
if Henry Ford had only seen the obstacles 
to his automobile – no roads, no fuel 
stations, no repairmen, too expensive, no 
demand – and simply given up.
Both gas and electric powered vehicles 
have a battery. In a gas vehicle it is only 
used to start the car. An EV has a high 
voltage battery that replaces the gas 
tank and powers an electric motor. 
With no exhaust, electric motors are 
far cleaner than gas engines. But the 
big unknown is how does your power 
company produce electricity? If they burn 
fossil fuels, the environmental benefit 
lessens. Many power plants still burn 
fossil fuels but use solar and wind farms 
to supplement the grid. That reduces the 
emissions indirectly produced by EVs.
On the plus side, electric motors have 
fewer moving parts and require less 
maintenance. They have no engine, fuel 
system, or transmission, meaning no oil 
changes or coolant flushes. The suspension 
system, tires, and brakes still need routine 
maintenance. The braking system is 
different though and brake pads tend to 
last longer; however, tires wear out faster, 
possibly due to the car’s extra weight.
Here are some common arguments 
against electric vehicles:
MANUFACTURING ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
IS WORSE FOR THE CLIMATE.
An EV battery does requires additional 
energy to manufacture. However, over 
its lifetime, the vehicle’s greenhouse gas 
emissions are lower than the average 
gasoline-powered vehicle, even when 
accounting for manufacturing.
OUR POWER GRID CANNOT SUPPORT 
ALL THESE ELECTRIC VEHICLES
It is a fact that increasing the number of 
EVs on the road will lead to increased 
electricity demands. For now, most EVs 
are charged overnight when peak energy 
use and rates are lower. EVs can also act 
as a power source to help the grid by 
allowing it to pull from the battery when 
it is plugged in during high demand and 
recharging it during low demand.
Long term, higher electricity demand 
will drive the need to upgrade our aging 
power grid. Planning for this is underway. 
Congress has provided $13 billion to 
upgrade the grid over the next decade.

CHARGERS ARE EXPENSIVE AND TAKE 
TOO LONG
The most common way to charge an EV 
is with a Level 2 charger (usually on a 
50-amp circuit) that costs about $600 
and can be installed (permits, labor, 
renovations) for another $600. It can 
charge up to two cars at a time and adds 
40 miles of charge per hour. Portable 
units, though not as efficient, can be 
plugged into an existing outlet. 
Many factors affect the real-world range 
of an EV including the road conditions, 
weather, and your speed/driving habits. 
The average vehicle can go 250 miles 
per charge, but some can get 350 miles 
or more. For now, EVs are best used by 
commuters that can charge the vehicle at 
home each evening.
New fast-charging batteries are in 
development that can add up to 250 
miles of travel in about ten minutes.

BUT WHAT ABOUT BATTERY PROBLEMS?
Per the U.S. Department of Energy, the 
expected life of an EV’s battery is 10 
to 12 years. EVs sold today include a 
battery warranty of at least eight years or 
100,000 miles. Replacement costs are 
similar to an new engine or transmission 
but can be up to $12,000. Purchasing a 
refurbished battery pack is cheaper.
• What happens to the old batteries? 
The issue is receiving great attention 
because no one wants landfills full of 
lithium-ion batteries. The number of 
batteries is still low, so chances are they 
are all being recycled. The numbers 
though will be increase exponentially.
Auto recyclers (formerly known as 
junkyards) ship the batteries to facilities 
specializing in disassembling and 
recycling the components. About 95% 
of the raw materials are recovered. For 
now, the facilities’ biggest challenge is 
finding enough batteries to recycle. When 
that changes, more facilities will open. 
Manually dismantling the batteries allows 
for more material to be recovered but has 
environmental concerns. The answer may 
be automation through robotics.
A market is developing that could extend 
their usefulness a second ten years. After 
the battery pack exceeds its useful EV life, 
it still has 70 percent or so of its original 
storage capacity. It can easily store 
enough electricity to power an average 
home for three days.  
Jaguar Land Rover is experimenting with 
an energy storage system for excess 
electricity generated by renewables. This 
will allow solar panels to “operate” at 
night with the stored power. 

• Lithium-ion batteries may explode. 
Most battery management issues have 
been addressed with software managing 
the battery’s health and temperature, to 
improve efficiency and safety no matter 
what temperatures they are operating in. 
However, they, like gas powered vehicles, 
do occasionally catch fire.
• The batteries are made in China.
This is mostly true but changing. 
Historically, only ten companies made 
EV batteries, and they are all in Asia. 
40% of the batteries come from China, 
37% from South Korea, and 19% from 
Japan.
U.S. automakers realizing they are late 
to the party are investing billions in U.S. 
battery factories. Hyundai is spending 
$5.5 billion on a plant in Georgia that 
is expected to open in 2025. Ford plans 
to invest $11.4 billion to build plants in 
Tennessee and Kentucky. General Motors 
is adding a battery manufacturing facility 
at its Michigan plant. Stellantis and 
Samsung are co-investing $2.5 billion to 
create an EV battery plant in Indiana.
• Mining battery components is bad 
for the environment.
Manufacturing EV lithium-ion batteries 
requires pounds of chemical components 
including lithium, manganese, cobalt, 
graphite, steel, and nickel. The U.S. has 
mines for lithium, cobalt, and nickel, but 
we import the manganese (44 pounds 
per battery) and graphite.
Anytime material is extracted from 
the Earth it is harmful; lithium is no 
exception. Lithium mining harms 
the soil and causes air and water 
contamination. Some argue it is worth 
it for lower emissions, many disagree. 
In the meantime, discoveries are being 
made almost daily that allow the use of 
cheaper and easier to find components.
• Batteries may not be the future.
Lithium-ion battery technology for 
electric vehicles is something most of us 
never dreamed of 25 years ago, and is 
still expensive, sometimes dangerous, 
and environmentally unfriendly. But this 
is not the final product. just as today’s 
gas automobiles do, EVs will change 
dramatically over the coming years.
Toyota and Hyundia launched an electric 
vehicle that produces electricity from a 
hydrogen powered fuel cell, rather than 
a battery. For now, this technology is 
severely limited by the lack of hydrogen 
fueling stations, but it is more convenient 
- refueling is similar to stopping at a gas 
station and provides 300-400 miles.
The bottom line is, today owning an EV 
may not for everyone, but keep an open 
mind. Tomorrow’s EVs will look nothing 
like today’s and may surprise you.
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