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iving here, the

Intfracoastal

Waterway (ICW)
seems to just be a
body of water that
runs between the Sand
Key Island and Pinellas
County’s mainland. We
think of it as a channel
for boating from
Clearwater to Tarpon
Springs or south to the
Skyway Bridge or even
to St. Petersburg, but
our portion of the ICW

is a small part of a bigger, overloppmg system of waterways s’rre’rchmg from
New Jersey to Brownsville, Texas parallel to the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of

Mexico - over 3,000 miles long.

The Waterway is not naturally occurring, it was built. It is composed of natural
inlets, rivers, and bays that are connected by man-made canals.

BUILDING THE
INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY

On the west coast of Florida, the Waterway stretches from about Tarpon Springs to Ft Myers, then
it crosses Florida through Lake Okeechobee. The section connecting the East and West Coasts of
Florida has been affectionately nicknamed “The Big Ditch.”

As far back as 1775, the government recognized a need to move people and products safely by ship
on the nation’s rivers, lakes and oceans. Land fravel was slow and dangerous; waterways moved
goods quickly. During the Revolutionary War, a version of the Corps of Engineers that was part of the
actual Army, was created. It was tasked with finding waterways safe to travel. -Continued on page 6
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CLEARWATER BEACH
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Inside, you will find articles and local
information about the nearby area
inside. We call it Neighborhood News
because it is about your neighborhood
- Clearwater Beach. It is mailed to the
entire 33767 zip code including Island
Estates and Sand Key - about 5,000
households, six times a year.

You can pick up additional copies at the
Beach Chamber Office, The Beach Rec
Center, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, Sand
Key Realty or the Island Estates UPS.

We hope you enjoy our newsletter and
we want your input. Did you like this
issue? What suggestions do you have for
future articles? Call or email us with your
comments, or take our online survey at
beachnewsletters.com.

Keep up to date with your local news;
follow us on Facebook at Neighborhood
News Magazine.

Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Giriffin, 727-430-8300
bob@griffindirectories.com
SEE YOU AGAIN
IN JUNE!
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NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISON 562-4554
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429 Poinsettia Avenue, Clearwater Beach
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CLEARWATER AQUARIUM 441-1790
249 Windward Passage, Island Estates
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CLEARWATER BEACH MARINA 562-4955
CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB 447-6000
830 Bayway Blvd S.

CLEARWATER SAILING CTR 517-7776

CARLOUEL HOMEOWNERS ASSN
Sue VWilliams, President 446-4471
CLEARWATER BEACH ASSOCIATION
Sam Hutkin hutloan@aol.com
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB 316-5504
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Mike Anderson, President 777-2787
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Trisha Rodriguez, President 262-620-3866
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
Linda Owens 260-894-0270

CLEARWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Allison Dolan 754-8017

PINELLAS COUNTY INFO 464-3000

COMMISSION OFFICES 464-3377
Dave Eggers, Beach/Island Estates 464-3276
Karen Seel Sand Key 464-3278

STATE:

Senator Ed Hooper,
Republican, District 16
3450 East Lake Road Ste 305, Palm Harbor
Hooper.Ed.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Nick DiCeglie 727-588-7090
Republican, District 66
1940 West Bay Drive, Ste 4, Largo
nick.diceglie@myfloridahouse.gov

Governor Ron DeSantis
Ron.DeSantis@myflorida.com

FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:

727-771-2102

Marco Rubio . .. ... ... 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Rick Scott . .. ........ 202-224-5274

www.RickScott.Senate.gov

AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:

CharlieCrist .. ......... 202-225-5961
696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete
www.Crist.House.Gov

CALENDAR OF HOLIDAYS & EVENT

APRIL

Beach Pool Opens Limited Hours
Rec Ctr. Virtual Easter Egg Hunt 1-1
Ramadan Begins

Dunedin Highland Games

Tour the Botanical Gardens
Footloose in The Park Opens

MLB Opening Day

Francis Wilson Playhouse “Art”  7-1
Clearwater Beach Clean Up
Blessing Of Fleet CYC
Pawfest Largo Central Park
Market In The Bluffs

Sugar Sands Festival
Holocaust Remembrance Day
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
CCWC's Champa Bay Elimination 14
Federal Taxes Day 15
Good Friday, Public Schools Closed 15
Downtown Art Walk

Easter Sunday 1
Dyngus Day 1
Main Sail Art Festival 16-1
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Bluff’s Business Assn 21
Earth Day 22
Administrative Professionals Day 27
Electronic Recycling Day 27
Arbor Day 29
Fly Me To The Moon 30
ISCA Spring Fest At CMA 29
City’s Free Tree Promotion 29
Beach Pool Hours Extended 30
MAY

Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins 1

Teacher Appreciation Week 2-6
Cinco De Mayo 5
Francis Wilson “The Producers” 5-22
Derby Day 7
Clearwater Historical Society Fish Fry 7
Mother’s Day 8
Footloose in the Park Ends 8
Puppy Love Fund Raiser 1-7
Postal Workers Food Drive 14
Stone Crab Season Ends 15
Armed Forces Day 21

John Meeks Golf Tournament 23
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ST CECELIA STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN SCIENCE FAIR
The Pinellas Regional Science and Engineering Fair was held
in February and eleven students from St. Cecelia Catholic
School participated. All eleven of the students placed, with five
students earning 1st place awards, four students earning 2nd
place awards and two students earning 3rd place awards.
Additionally, two students took home two special awards.

1st Place Animal Science - Senait Alier

1st Place Physics - Andrew Poulos

2nd Place Physics - Gregory Girgenti

2nd Place Earth & Environmental Science - Caroline Bishop
3rd Place Earth & Environmental Science - Faith DeRing
1st Place Chemistry - Malerie Daigneault

2nd Place Chemistry - Parker Barry

1st Place Health Science - Brooke McNay

2nd Place Microbiology - Niko Klein

FAMILY ARTIFACTS NEEDED Was your family in Clearwater
before 19202 The Clearwater Historical Society is winding
down its research for the Founding Families exhibit and is
making a last call for loans of photos, artifacts, and other
items to help tell the story of the first families in the area.

Drop off your items for loan when the museum is open
Friday and Saturday, 10am-2pm. Call 727-754-8019 or
e-mail clearwaterhistoricalsociety@gmail.com to make other
arrangements.

The Founding Families exhibit will be June 3 - November 26
at the museum located at 610 S. Fort Harrison Avene.

NEW MOTORIZED
BEACH
WHEELCHAIRS City
staff announced two
motorized beach
wheelchairs are now
available at Clearwater &
Beach for visitors with
special needs, who
wish to access the
beach.

) .
The motorized beach
wheelchairs, in addition to two manual beach wheelchairs
also provided by the city, can be found at Clearwater Beach
Lifeguard Tower #0, located at 180 S. Gulfview Blvd. The
beach wheelchairs are available for use by any visitor to
Clearwater Beach at no charge. They are powered by
an electric motor and with user-friendly features, such as
adjustable armrests and seat. They also have safety features,
such as an anti-tip balance, safety belts and all-terrain tires.

The motorized chairs support up to 300 pounds and are
operated by a mounted joystick in both forward and reverse;
the chair can run continuously for approximately six hours.
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“EGGCELLENT”
CLEARWATER BEACH
SCAVENGER HUNT
The Beaches Rec. Center
is having a different type
of Easter Egg Hunt this
yecr—vnrtuo? In place of
their Annual Egg Hunt,
they are holding a virtual
scavenger hunt for kids 17
and under.

Simply take a selfie with at least 10 of the 20 designated beach
icons. Once you are done, bring your digital pictures to the
Rec Center (before April 16) to claim your Easter themed prize.

Pick up the list of icons at the Beach Rec Center / Library.
Call 462-6138 for more info, or visit the Clearwater Parks &
Recreation Facebook page

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED If you love Clearwater Beach and
appreciate the masterful art of sand sculpting, sign up to
volunteer for the 2022 Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival taking
place April 8-24. To sign up, visit SugarSandFestival.com.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU HOOK A PELICAN Although its
wingspan is over 6 2 feet, a pelican weighs only eight to ten
pounds, and your fishing line will hold it. Remember, the bird

won't know you are trying to help and will try to defend itself.
NEVER CUT THE LINE IF YOU CATCH A PELICAN.

Enlist a partner to help you. Extra hands and tools are useful
and while pelicans do no have teeth, they have a hook at
their beak’s tip with sharp edges. Put on sunglasses for eye
protection. Reel the bird in slowly and evenly; jerking the line
will increase injury. Then grasp the bird firmly and cover the
bird’s head with a towel or shirt to calm it. Hold the beak firmly
and slightly open so the pelican can breathe easily. Fold the
wings gently and firmly against the bird’s body, before you
remove the hook. i

RECYCLE ALL

ALUMINUM  Used
aluminum beverage
cans are the most
recycled item in the
U.S., but other types
of aluminum, such
as siding, gutters, car
components, storm
window frames and
lawn furniture can also be recycled. There is no limit to the
amount of times aluminum can be recycled. We consume
the contents of over 180 billion aluminum cans every year
and over 120,000 aluminum cans are recycled each minute.
In 2020 that amounted to 117 billion cans, 65 percent. A
used aluminum can, can be recycled and back on the grocery
shelf as a new can, in as little as 60 days. That's closed loop
recycling at its finest! Recycling one aluminum can saves
enough energy to run a TV for three hours or the equivalent of
half a gallon of gas.

OUR NEXT ISSUE IS JUNE 1 If you need another copy of this
newsletter, you may pick up one up at the Beach Chamber Office,
The Beach Rec Center, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, Sand Key Realty or
the Island Estates UPS. Call 430-8300 if you need more than a
few. Read this issue, and others, BeachNewsletters.com and
follow us on Facebook for ongoing local news.
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121-596-5663

Famnily Cwned since 1958

All Plumbing Repairs
Water Heater Repalr & Replacement
Faucet and Fixture Repalr & Installation
Water & Sewer Line Replacemeant
Sewer & Draln Cleaning

$10 OFF Any Service!

Licansad = Bonded + Insunred * Sanior DEcownts = Estimates

EF1 1087200 Serving Al of Pinelas County
co501 for 50 years

12920 Walsingham Rd Largo
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BUILDING THE ICW, continued

Everyone knew moving goods and
people by boat from the north to the
south was the most efficient method,
but there was no safe route. The Atlantic
Ocean, with its winds and sometime
high waves, was often not favorable
to boat traffic and much of the inland
waterways were subject to erosion and
changed through shifting sediment. A
national policy was needed to dredge
and maintain the inland waterways.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was
officially established in June of 1802 by
President Thomas Jefferson. In 1808, U.S.
Treasury Secretary Albert Gallatin, drafted
a report on existing, possible and likely
avenues of transportation improvements
the Corps of Engineers could create. His
report covered the United States’ east
coast from Massachusetts to Georgia.
(The U.S. did not own Florida vyet.)
Gallatin’s $20 million, ten-year plan was
never enacted.

After the War of 1812, the United States
passed the “General Survey Act of 1824"
authorizing the Corps of Engineers to
survey roads and canals for the growing
nation. Finally, the Corps of Engineers
was given the authority to do something.

The opening of the
Panama Canal renewed
interest in U.S. waterway
transportation. The
Canal made an easy
route to the west coast.

Between 1910 and |
1914, existing channels
were deepened and
widened.

When World War |
began, there was a
desperate need for bulk
cargo transport and
congress passed the
“Federal Barge Lines
Act,” leading to cheaper transportation

for farm commodities through the
standardization of freight barges.
The  waterways  flourished  and

expanded in the 1920s. The Louisiana
ond Texas Intracoastal Waterways
were constructed, and New Orleans
waterways were surveyed. During
World War Il German submarines
sank our merchant ships off the East
Coast, bringing the importance of the
Intracoastal Waterway to the forefront,
again. The project was fast-tracked and
finally in June of 1949, the Intracoastal
Waterway project was technically
complete.

At first, the government tried to establish
a minimum depth of 12 feet. Today,
federal law requires commercial
waterways have a minimum depth of
7-9 feet, although there are some areas
where even that is impossible.

By low, there are no tolls on the
waterway, but in many areas fuel taxes

S=8 have been added over the years. In

Opening of one of the five locks clng The
Okeechobee Waterway that extends from
the Atlantic Ocean at Stuart Florida, to the

Gulf of Mexico at Ft. Myers.

In 1887 the government established
federal regulations foOr railroads and
waterways. In the early 1890s, the diesel
engine was invented putting more boats
on the waterways transporting fuels
primarily coal. Fuel consumption was up
and studies were conducted to find the
most efficient methods for moving cargo
leading to the “Rivers and Harbors Act
of 1909.” It set a national policy for an
intracoastal waterway from Boston to
the Rio Grande. Florida, ahead of the
curve , had started construction in 1874
and its portion was completed in 1912.

1980 a barge fuel tax was set at 4¢
per gallon charged only to commercial
users. It was raised to 10¢ a gallon in
1986. Today the incremental fuel tax is

~| 20¢ a gallon.

In 1980, the US Treasury created the
“Inland Waterways Trust Fund” which
covers half the cost of the ICW’s new
construction and rehabilitation. The
“Water Resources Development Act of
1986" was created to nationally manage
all water resources and priorities.

Today the ICW connects with the
Great Lakes waterway system allowing
travel to the Mississippi River down to
New Orleans. It sees a good deal of
commercial activity with barges hauling
petroleum, farm products, building
materials and manufactured goods.

The waterway through Tampa Bay
(under the Skyway) leading to and
from downtown Tampa is designated
commercial and overseen by the Coast

Guard and Army Corps of Engineers.
Some areas of the ICW though, such as
the area from St Pete Beach to Tarpon
Springs, are designated as recreational,
because goods are not ship on those
waters. Here, those areas are managed
by Pinellas County and the Coast
Guard, who provides the navigational
Channel Markers. Several Federal
agencies including the Army Corps of
Engineers are involved in local issues
such as dredging.

The Pinellas County Sheriff’s Department
patrols most of Pinellas County’s ICW
in a dozen boats. The Clearwater Police
Department patrols the waterway within
their city limits.

The various draw bridges along
Florida’s ICW are owned by the
Florida Department of Transportation,
but are managed and maintained by
Drawbridge Services, a subsidiary of
Florida Drawbridges, Inc. The privately

owned company manages seven
bridges on Florida West Coast.
Today, the Intracoastal Waterway

is still used for a good amount of
commercial activity, but of course, also
for recreational purposes.

Tourism has been greatly increased by
the completed ICW. Boat owners often
sail up and down the ICW preferring
to navigate the waterway rather than
the open ocean. It is used extensively
by recreational boaters for fishing,
swimming and visiting local restaurants.

Many Snowbirds use the East Coast ICW
to move from northern to southern ports
as the weather cools. The waterway
allows access to major ports in popular
cities and states such as Savannah,
Mississippi, Alabama, Delaware, and,
of course, the North Carolina Beaches.

So, the next time you jump in your boat
and head up or down the Intracoastal,
remember you are riding on just a small
part of a 3,000-mile water highway. m
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Two GREAT Locations
.a ei 646 5. Gulfview Bivd.
888-787-3789 x 601

At Surf-Style

G605, Guifview Bivd. | BEB-7E7-5789 x 602
PARKING AVAILABLE at all locations

HARRY’S Wty

CHOP SHO

Barbering
at its FINEST!

Owner Dawn Rice

/1143 COURT ST.
727-442-5600

Open Tiesday-Saturday
Samurcy #-2

near Missourl Ave.

BOOMERS, GENXERS, MILLENNIALS,
AND MONEY, OH MmY!

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

Many moons ago we wrote an
article about the transfer of wealth |©
from the Greatest Generation to
Baby Boomers. Back in those days,
it was about $30 trillion. That
wealth transferred and Boomers
added to their parents’ wealth and
will soon start passing an estimated
$84.4 trillion.

The Greatest Generation was |
influenced by the Great Depression |
and generally found CDs as a
preferred method of investing
especially given the high interest rates of the 70s and early
80s. The Boomers were influenced by the bull markets of
both the mid-80s and then the 90s and mostly invested
through mutual funds. The GenXers are both siblings or
children of Boomers influenced by how lucky the Boomers
were to have cheap home prices, bull markets and great job
opportunities. The Millennials were influenced by the wealth
of their parents and have a carefree attitude about money.

These latter two groups will be major beneficiaries of
Boomer wealth. According to a recent Cerulli report, over
the next several decades $29.5 ftrillion will be passed on
to GenXers, $27 trillion will go to Millennials and $11.5
trillion to charity. The remaining $4 trillion will go from one
Boomer to another. The transfer starts slowly over the next
ten years, but then the flood gates open.

So how will you pass your wealth? Will you leave it outright
to the heirs where they may not be as good a steward as
you are with the money. Leaving it outright also subjects the
wealth to the claims of creditors — banks, the government,
lawsuits, and the biggest...a spouse seeking divorce.

One way to help shield the money and preserve the wealth
is to leave it in trust for the heirs with liberal terms of
distribution. Each heir can have her/his own trust and the
terms can be different. We often recommend that the trust
pay out 3-4% of its value every year and additional money
can be paid for health, education, maintenance or support
at the discretion of the trustee.

That is why we helped form a national trust company twenty
years ago to provide our clients with a trust company that
provides great service at a reasonable price. Now is a good
time to visit with us and your attorney to discuss your estate
plan. Please give us a call for a complimentary consultation.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chair and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC

611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022, info@provise.com

Financial planning for your life and your lifestyle

PROVISE

4 MANAGEMENT GROUP

The information herein is general and educational in nature
and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and
regulations are complex and are subject to change.

Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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IMAGINE CLEARWATER
CONSTRUCTION TAKING SHAPE

Progress on Imagine
Clearwater construction is

. . . .S
iconic  Coachman  Park, |

NATURAL &

M 17—zl PROPANE GAS PROVIDER

adjacent to the Clearwater [
Main Library on North §

Osceola Avenue.
Vertical construction began [4

in December to redevelop
the park, which will bring

a 4,000-seat amphitheater
as part of the game-changing project that will be a must-see
destination in the Tampa Bay area.

This comes on the heels of roughly 65,000 cubic yards of
dirt brought to the site on more than 4,000 trucks last fall to
elevate the site to lift new buildings out of the flood zone, and
to accommodate new grading needed for design features

Maijor progress continues on a civic gateway, structural support
and foundation for the amphitheater, a lake which will serve
as beautiful amenity and stormwater feature, a storm surge
protection wall, and event bathrooms.

Imagine Clearwater is an $84-million investment in the
redevelopment of Downtown Clearwater and its waterfront,
designed to connect the waterfront and the Downtown
Clearwater community.

The project will include the amphitheater, expansive park
and recreational spaces, a gateway plaza and bluff walk
that connects the park to downtown, a bay walk promenade
overlooking the Intracoastal Waterway, the lake area with picnic
shelters, and an ocean-themed play area with an interactive
pop-jet water feature.

“The basic components of the park and it’s improvements such
as the pond, amphitheater, and garden and play areas are
starting to take shape,” said Assistant City Manager Michael
Delk. “What an exciting venture as we continue to march
toward a major opening event in the summer of 2023.

The city of Clearwater has also installed live webcams at the
construction site so the public can watch progress at the park
live at myclearwater.com/imagine.

CITY OF CLEARWATER’S 2045
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The city of Clearwater’s Planning and Development Department
continues work toward updating the city’s Comprehensive Plan
after several community meetings were held last year where staff
obtained feedback on the public’s vision for the city’s future.

Input from the meetings last year provided important
community guidance in creating Clearwater2045, an updated
comprehensive plan, a key policy document that local
governments adopt to guide decisions on future growth and
sustainability. More community meetings are planned this year
to obtain additional input from residents.

The city received tremendous community engagement from
residents during recent “Community Conversation” sessions,
where more than 300 people attended online and in-person
at recreations centers and libraries, including a session at the
Clearwater Beach Recreation Center.

“We have received a lot of great information about what the
community values, where we can improve, and thoughts on
the city’s vision for 2045,” said Clearwater Assistant Planning
and Development Director Lauren Matzke.

For information on the project visit, www.Clearwater2045.com

Residential &8 Commercial

(727) 562-4980

http://www.clearwatergas.com

o Clearwater Gas System
Live Greener with Gas

7 DAYS A WEEK
JAM -11PM

% FULL —y
SERVICE e

1 off et By et £ Bt

1261 Gulf Bivel, Clearwater Beach

GROCERY
“.._- S -............

Beer, wine, special
coffoes, inacks & more
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OUTBACK BOWL - IT'S MORE
THAN JUST A FOOTBALL GAME

By Bob Griffin, Publisher

January was the 36th Anniversary of the Tampa Outback
Bowl (1986) and during each of those years, the participating
teams came to Clearwater Beach for “Beach Day.” This
year'’s participating teams were Penn State and the University
of Arkansas. Arkansas won the game, but the big winner is
the Tampa Bay area - including Clearwater Beach.

The Outback Bowl Committee estimates over the 36 years,
the games have had a 1.1-BILLION-dollar impact on the
area. $164 million went to the college teams - this year’s
teams received about $3 million. In the last five years,
another $2.5 million was donated area charities.

“We tracked over 35,000 visitors to the Tampa Bay area
for the game this year., plus the game is seen in over 100
countries,” says Mike Schulze, with the Outback Bowl staff.
“We have donated to over 140 local charities since 2016. We
work to support the community through our contributions to
area non-profits that serve the many needs of our residents.”

The players and band members are required to stay near
the stadium to practice, but the fans and alumni from the
usually cold, participating cities attending the game prefer
to stay at the beach - Clearwater Beach gets the bulk them.
The Sheraton Sand Key and the Clearwater Beach Hilton are
the official alumni hotels and offer fans discounts. In return,
many stay the week, eating in our restaurants and visiting
attractions. They go to the CMA and Johns Pass Village, book
fishing charters and enjoy the sand and sun.

The players are given an afternoon of fun in the sun on
Clearwater Beach for “Beach Day.” This year sixteen bus
loads (eight from each school) of players, band members,
staff, alumni, etc. participated. They ate, danced, and played
games. They also took lots of photos and put them on social
media promoting Clearwater Beach to family and friends.

“Clearwater Beach Day is a great way to showcase our
beaches to fans and participants of the Outback Bowl and
it gives them plenty of reasons to return,” says Steve Hayes,
CEO of Visit St. Pete / Clearwater. “While the game is played
at Raymond James Stadium, we still benefit because many
of the fans enjoy our destination and support our local
businesses as we kick-off the new year and our busy travel
season.”

“Our goal is to promote the entire Tampa Bay area
destination, including our world-class beaches. We are very
thankful for the support from the City of Clearwater, Visit St.
Pete/Clearwater and the residents in helping us showcase
our amazing community,” Hayes concludes.

The Outback Bowl is a 501(c)(3) non-profit and is governed

by a 20-member volunteer board of directors. For more
insight into the Outback Bowl, visit www.OutbackBowl.com.
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HELP US HELP YOU:
BUY FLOOD INSURANCE

By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner

As a Pinellas County Commissioner, | am proud of the work our
staff accomplishes for our residents, businesses and visitors.
One of these ways is to continually improve our National
Flood Insurance Program Community Rating System (CRS)
classification, helping save millions of dollars in flood insurance
premiums for unincorporated Pinellas County property owners
and renters.

Last Fall Pinellas County improved its CRS rating to a Class
3—up from a Class 5. It's a huge achievement. We're the first
Florida coastal community to achieve this rating and only the
second Florida community ito have attained this milestone.

What does that mean to unincorporated Pinellas County flood
insurance policy holders? They will receive up to a 35 percent
discount on their flood insurance premiums, regardless of
flood zone—up from a 10 percent discount in low or moderate
risk zones and up from a 25 percent discount in high-risk
zones. That discount is projected to save unincorporated
policy holders more than $7.9 million per year in total annual
flood insurance premiums. Because Pinellas County and most
of its municipalities provide flood services and participate in
the CRS, the savings adds up to more than $25 million per
year countywide. To see if your community participates in the
CRS and look up your discount visit fema.gov/cis/FL.pdf.

Getting the word out about buying flood insurance is one part
of how we and our municipalities earn the higher CRS rating
and the discounts. That is why | want to encourage all Pinellas
County property owners and renters to learn their flood risk
and how much flooding cqn cost, to purchase flood insurance
at our discounted rate, and to understand what is covered
under the flood insurance policy.

Pinellas County understands insurance is a complicated topic.
That's why we offer free flood insurance technical assistance
from prog(,assionols who provide reliable information about
your flood risk and step-by-step advisement about purchasing
and understanding flood insurance. Call (727) 464-7700 or
to get in touch with one of our flood insurance advocates or
visit pinellascounty.org/flooding/advocates.htm.

Find your risk for flooding at floodmaps.pinellascounty.org to
see izyour property is in a high, moderate or low risk flood
zone, floodplain or floodway. You can also learn if it's in
a storm surge area, how deep it could get and what your
hurricane evacuation zone is. The maps also show if you live
near protected areas that have natural floodplain functions.
These areas store flood waters or buffer wave action while
providing habitat for wildlife. You can also check if an
elevation certificate is available for your property.

If you're thinking about building, build flood smart. Find out
what the flood hazards and required standards are before
you design your project. Pinellas County uses both FEMA data
and maps to determine how high you need to build to be
reasonably protected from flooding. Find out what permits
are required and always hire a licensed contractor. Consider
raising your AC unit and other utilities above your living floor
to protect your investment from flood damage to lower your
premium. If you are building new, consider building stronger
to withstand future storms. Visit pinellascounty.org/flooding/
buildsmart.htm for more information. Contact Pinellas County
Flood Information Services for more information by visiting
pinellascounty.org/flooding or call (727) 464-7700.

| hope this information serves you well. As always, | welcome
your comments and concerns. Please email me at
kseel@pinellascounty.org. | look forward to hearing from you.
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15 YEARS OF
INSURANCE This
year, Great Florida
Insurance is celebrating
\| their fifteenth years

in business. The
husband-and-wife
team of Faron Estep
and Kristin Asbury
have a combined total
of 50 years insurance
experience and

2 specialize in personal
lines. Visit their office
in Largo at 12998
Walsingham Road,
online at

indianrocks.greatflorida.com, or call 727-595-6000.

NEED HELP PLANNING YOUR MOVE? Belleair resident
Rachael Moore recently launched New Thresholds in the Tampa
Bay area. It is a move management company that focuses on
herping people declutter and downsize, while managing all of
the details involved in relocating to a new home - packing,
moving, and unpacking. Her niche is helping our older
community as they transition from their homes into independent
living communities or condos and townhouses.

She will handle every detail of home sale preparation and
relocation, including decluttering, staging, deep cleaning, hiring
movers, overseeing packing, disposition of unwanted items
through donations, auctions, and estate sales, floorplanning,
unpacking, organizing, and more. She handles all of it with
white-glove service. She is a professional problem-solvers for
people who feel overwhelmed by the process of moving.

You can reach her at 727.412.3699 or visit
www.NewThresholds.com.6000.

CLEARWATER ATTORNEY’S
28TH YEAR Clearwater business
attorney Nickolas Ekonomides,
PA. came to Clearwater Beach
28 years ago this month. His
parents immigrated from Greece
to Canada and Nick was born in
Toronto. After obtaining his law |
degree, he moved to Clearwater i
Beach, met his now wife Tinq,
and opened a law office on
Bayway Blvd. His specialties are
commercial law, small business
and real estate transactions.

Get more info on his services at
EKO-LAW.com. You can call him
direct at 447-1075 or email at
Contact@Eko-Law.com.

NEW PARKING GARAGE Near the Pier 60 Hotel, the newest
garage has 200 spaces and will handle overflow parking from
the Pier 60 Hotel—and all the parking for the new future hotel
being built where the Sea Captain Motel was. It will also be
used for public parking when space is available.

BUSINESS NEWS WANTED If your business has news you

would like to share with the readers of this News Magazine,
e-mail Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call 727-430-8300.
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NEW ART GALLERY IN
THE PLAZA Carrie Smith
Art Gallery is a new business
. in the Belleair Bluffs Plaza.
e A This gallery features all of
# = Carrie’s award winning
e, artwork, which consists of
ik large scale oil portraits.
Commissioned portrait
paintings are welcome, visit
IT' ¥ | carrievsmith.com or call
! ! 1| 419-545-4465. Cenal

AVA TEST ON THE BEACH CONCLUDES The Clearwater
Beach test period for the driverless vehicle simply called “Ava,”
instead of Autonomous Vehicle Advantage, ended March 31st.
The purpose of the test was to see if people would accept
driverless public transportation in a tourist-oriented environment
and apparently, they did. Over 250 people rode AVA the first
week it was in Clearwater Beach.

The Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA), in partnership with
BEEP (and funded by the Florida Department ofp Transportation)
launched AVA first in Downtown St. Petersburg, then later in
Dunedin before starting in Clearwater Beach in February. After
a few more test markets, you may see AVA back in Clearwater
Beach for good.

“We are incredibly thankful to the City of Clearwater welcoming
AVA,” said Brad Miller, Chief Executive Officer of PSTA. “We are
glad so many riders were able to experience this new technology
and see how autonomous vehicles could be used in the future.”

Get more info on AVA at www.RideBeep.com.

FLIP FLOP SHOPS This new store selling the latest in flip
flops and things for your feet is opening in Belleair Bluffs.

“We exist to be the premier curator of beach and relaxation
footwear,” their website explains. “We work with over 90
fantastic footwear, apparel, and accessories brands, all in
one simple location.

Find Flip Flop Shops soon at 2919 West Bay Drive, in the
Bonefish Plaza, next to Cold Stone Creamery. Get more
information a www.FlipFlopShops.com.

GROUND BREAKING Last month, Regency Oaks, a
retirement community in Clearwater, broke ground on an
expansion of its townhall. The addition will create a larger
townhall space for residents to take part in various community
programs, lectures, performances, and clubs.

#
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The expansion also allows Regency Oaks to transform the
existing townhall space into a state-of-the-art wellness center.
It will have all new equipment for physical therapy, as well
as general fitness, including treadmills, ellipticals, stationary
bikes, free weights and more. It will also feature a kinetic wall,
encouraging agility, flexibility, and cognition to keep residents
active and engaged.

CMA CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY Clearwater
Marine Aﬂuariunlw ’gjrns 50in 2022 andlilnvifes the cczlommuni’ré/
to join their celebration. Veterans will receive discounte
“Appreciation Admission” tickets throughout the year, and . GREAT FOOD
everyone can visit the aquarium free of charge on their own I:?E?,l45'1-1 134 GREAT DRINKS
birthday. The “Legends ?The Deep” exhibit has been extended B55 3. Guilfview

through April 30th, featuring a multimedia exhibition that Clesarwater Baach, FL 33767 GREAT SERVICE
highlights living, prehistoric and mythological creatures that
have become legends and folklore.
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LONGTIME FUNERAL DIRECTOR GEORGE FEASTER - A LIFE WELL LIVED

By Bob Griffin

“What did one casket, say to the other
casket2” - “Is that you coffin2”

That is funeral director humor - that is
George Feaster.

George Feaster, who lives in Largo is a
happlily retired funeral director. He owned
Moss Feaster, which was acquired by
Dignity Memorial and renamed Serenity
Funeral Home and Serenity Gardens
Memorial Park. But, when you talk to
George about his past, it is hard put a
label on his career. He has been a bank
owner, a community leader. a developer
and a few more things.

Although he turned 85 in December,
you can still find him overseeing
things at Serenity Funeral. It is also not
unusual to see him at a Largo Chamber
of Commerce meeting (he is a Past
President and their past Largo Citizen
of the Year) where he knows everyone—
and everyone knows him.

George was born in New Jersey in 1936.
His first job was at 14, working for a local
funeral home, with Louis Rezem. In high
school, a teacher made the class answer
the question, “What do you want to do in
life2” George wrote, “be an undertaker,”
a word he finds strange even today.
“Mr. Rezem gave me suggestions for the
article and proofed it for me.”

After serving in the Army, his early
work experiences led George to attend
Eckels College of Mortuary Science in
Philadelphia. George graduated in
1956, and at the age of 19, married
and moved to Largo. He continued to

serve in the Army Reserves and National
Guard until1962.

After a three-year apprenticeship, he
became a Florida licensed funeral director
and embalmer. In 1959, his first job was
with  Bouchard Funeral Homes. Carl
Bouchard, who he had met in school, was
a mentor to George, and they remained
good friends until his death. George
worked for him for seven years.

“Back in the 1950s and ‘60s, funeral
homes also operated the local
ambulance services,” George explains.
“We were paid five to seven dollars per
trip - less than a typical Uber ride today,”
he chuckles.

In March of 1960, a teenage Largo boy
was involved in a serious auto accident
on Clearwater-Largo Road. The boy’s
parents saw it happen. Bouchard was
called for an ambulance, it arrived driven
by George Feaster. George immediately
ran to the burning car and together with
the boy’s father saved the boy. The boy,
Charlie Harper, would go on to serve in
the U.S. Navy, retire as a Vice President
from the Florida Power Corporation,

serve as a Largo City Commissioner
and become President of the Largo Area
Historical Society. George Feaster and
Charlie Harper became lifelong friends.

In 1964, George started Feaster
Memorial Home, which would grow
to have three locations. Twenty years
later, he sold Feaster Memorial Home to
Dignity Memorial, a national company,
and continued as Senior Vice President.
Dignity Memorial merged Moss Funeral
Homes and Feaster Memorial Homes to
create Moss Feaster Funeral Home

“I never wore black clothing, like you see
in the movies,” George declared. “It was
too morbid. | always wore a white jacket,
with our logo on it—mainly because it
was cooler for Florida’s weather.”

About the same time, in 1984, he turned
his attention to banking by became a
founding Director and Chairman of
Premier Community Bank (PCB). They
opened several Pinellas branches. In
2004, PCB was sold to Colonial Bank of
Montgomery, Alabama.

George's younger brother Thom Feaster
joined George in managing Moss Feaster
Memorial Home. In the 1980s, Thom
served two terms as Mayor of Largo and
served on the City Council for many years.

George has always been involved with
many local and state organizations, in
many cases as their President. He is a
Past President of the Funeral Directors of
Florida and was appointed to the Florida
State Board of Funeral Directors where
he served three-terms as Chairman.

“When | moved to Largo, | did not know
a soul,” George remembers. “l wanted
to borrow $400 to buy a television
and washing machine. That is how |
met John Jenkins, who owned Pinellas
Center Bank on West Bay. John was
George Jenkins’ brother, the man who
started Publix.”

“l was 19 and too young to legally borrow
money. Jenkins reached in his pocket and
pulled out a wad of bills saying, ‘Here, |
will loan it to you if you pay me back—and,
if you will help us run the local Boy Scout
troop’. | agreed to both becoming the

President of the West
Central Council of Boy
Scouts of America.”

“John Jenkins always
told me to ‘remember
your community.” |
was only 35 when
John invited me to join
the board of directors at his bank.”

Although George was a member of
many organizations, he is most proud of
his membership in three—The Masons,
The Lions, and The Largo Elks Club
where he is a charter member. He
continues to be an active in all three.

“These local clubs and organizations
are an easy way to ‘give back to your
community’ and to form long and
lasting relationships,” George explains.

“A friend of mine, Dr. Jim Wallace,
nicknamed me ‘Digger’ and the name
stuck,” George says. “It has followed me
all these years.”

“I have been lucky enough to have four
mentors in my life - my high school
football coach Bill Denny, my first
employer Louis Rezem, banker John
Jenkins, and publisher of the Largo
Sentinel Newspaper Stan Pecarek. |
would not be the man | am today, without
them,” says George with emphasize.
“You do not realize that a mentor is
mentoring you while it is happening.
They mentor through their actions and
with their advice.”

George is technically “semi” retired as he
is still a Senior VP with Dignity Memorial,
and still has a passion for servicing
families in our community. Now though,
he has time for hunting, fishing, and
traveling. He has visited Largo’s Sister
City Kami City, Japan, several times.

Today, George and his wife, Kim, live in
Randolph Farms, across the street from
Serenity Funeral Home in Largo. They
have four children, five grandchildren
and seven great grandchildren.

George still has quite a sense of humor.
When asked “How many dead people
are buried in the cemetery,” he said with
a grin — “All of them.” m
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ARCADE LOCATED O 2* FLDGR

LIVE MUSIC KITGCHEN OPEN HAPPY HOUR CLEARWATER BEACH'S FAMILY
NIGHTLY DAILY T1AM -2AM MON-FRI 11AM-7PM #1PUB EXPERIENCE FRIENDLY

The Brown Boxer Pub & Gritle located right on North Beach's main strip known as Mandalay Avenue, is the hottest
destination on Clearwater Beach! Boxer North offers something for everyone from locals, to tourists, sporits fanatics,
foodies, kids & families, and even the hottest nightlife the Beach has to offer!

Tha Ragship location on North Baach is two-floors with 4 dining arcas and 5 bars of fun, excitement, and anlortamment,
plus some of the bast pub food you can find on Clearwater Beach! All sports games from the NFL, MLB, NHL. NBA,
NCAA, and more, are displayed on over 60 TVs! Live Bands will have you dancing the night away downstairs, while
upstairs features some of the Best DJs from the Tampa Bay Area and beyond, all of this T-nights a week! They also
have weekly events such as bingo, family feud, karaoke, trivia and mere, not to mention monthly events like comady
shows! For families and kids, and the kids at heart, they have a full size arcade showcasing some of the hotest and
newest arcade games available. Check out their Facebook, Instagram and website for more information, there's always
something happening af Boxer North!

5o comi on down, enjoy soma food, play some Connect-d Basketball or Skee-Ball while watching your favorite sports
baam, mayba éven win a pnoe al bingo oF trivia, sing your haar away at karacke night, or maybé lugh out lowd on
comedy night. Then stay and dance the night away 1o your favorite songs whether you wanl 1o hear i live from the
band dewnslairs, or the hottest remix from the DJ upstairs, the choice is yours, but one choice you will never regret

is coming to Brown Boxer North Beach! Open til Jam nightly! Be sure to wisit them, you won't be disappointed!!!
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CLEARWATER BEACH’S COOTERS SOLD On April 1st after
twenty-five years, Cooters Restaurant & Bar on Clearwater
Beach will have a new owner and a new name. But don’t worry,
you will still see your favorite servers as a majority of the s’rcnég,
as well as owners Barry and Carol Mears’ daughter Amanda,
will stay on with the new owner.

{ While the ownership and name will change, most everything
else of what you know and love about Cooters will remain
the same. The menus, specials, awesome staff and cool beach
vibe will still be here.

We are extremely grateful for the support over the years from
our amazing staff, family, friends, wonderful guests, and
business associates,” says Carol Mears. “It's been a great run
for over 25 years, but it's time for a new chapter to begin.”

Brothers Glenn and Gary Sutch, owners of Coco’s Crush Bar
and Grill on Clearwater Beach, are the new owners.

KEEGAN'’S SEAFOOD
GRILL SOLD
The Schonowski  family
(John, Jackie, and John Jr.-
all shown here), owners of
Keegan's for almost fifteen
years, sold the Indian Rocks
Beach restaurant in March.
Thﬁ ndew owne(r isa compon))/
called “BT” (Burger Time
127-446-18010 it is a corporation from
Fargo, ND. This is their first full service restaurant in Florida,

n'P'ndihl' S""i'tl fl‘.ll thl Hﬂd l.h'id! but they do own fast food restaurants in several states.

A spokesman for the new owner says they plan “no changes”
Com ﬁ:ete auto repair in a friendly atmosphere

in either the name, menu or staff.
a mllrtmus, mefﬂﬂﬂilﬂﬂﬁtﬂ EIF Keegan’s has been in Indian Rocks Beach since 1985 - 36
you with any questions or concerns.

years, and was originally opened by Linda and Cesar Labrador
at 1309 Gulf Blvd. The restaurant was named after the
Labrador’s son, Keegan, and they claim to be the first beach

1 D% o F F RE PAI Rs restaurant to offer a “blackened” grouper sandwich.
. The Labradors eventually moved the restaurant to its current
new clients when mentioning the ad location at 1519 Gulf Blvd. in Indian Rocks Beach in the
Keegan's Plaza before they sold it in 2008 to the Schonowski.

SALT ROCK CELEBRATES 25 YEARS Opened on April 1st 1997,
Salt Rock Grill is celebrating twenty-five years of fresh seafood
and some of the best grilled steaks on the beach. Even though
it opened on April Fool’s Day, they aren’t foolin” around when
it comes to their menu.

Now twenty-five years later, Salt Rock Grill has become
a legendary landmark where many locals celebrate their

"ﬂﬁl‘l“gl“ Automotive - 727-446-1800 special occasions. Salt Rock is located at 19325 Gulf Blvd, in

Indian Shores. Get more information and see their menu at

1172 Turner stl"EEt‘- (learwater SaltRockGrill.com. Reservations are recommended.

All Repairs:
12 months, 12,000
miles warranty

FREE ESTIMATES
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J.D.”S RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE SOLD After owning
it for 37 years, the Downing family (shown above) sold
J.D.’s Restaurant to the owners of The Original Cabby Bill’s.
In 1985, Tom and Jackie Downing bought the restaurant,
previously named O’Neil’s and reopened it just one month
after Hurricane Elena. Tom Downing named the restaurant
J.D.'s, after his wife, Jackie. Eventually, their three children
- Kip, Jay and Leslie, worked there doing everything from
serving food to bartending. After Tom died in 2007, Jackie
stayed involved and still worked with the children.

The Original Cabby Bill’s plans to continue running the
restaurant as is with no changes.

LITTLE ANTHONY’S
OPENS The newest pizza
restaurant on Clearwater
Beach, they offer a complete
pizzas plus a pasta menu
with a EJ” bar. Happy Hour
is Monday through Friday
from 11am to 6pm. You can
dine-in, carry out, or have it
delivered through UberEats,
Doordash and  GrubHub.
They open for lunch at 11am
and close at 2am.

Find them at 407 Mandalay
Avenue, across from The Hilton.

GUPPY’S PATIO REOPENS Guppy's on the Beach, on Gulf
Blvd. in Indian Rocks Beach, reopened their patio seating
area after an extensive remodeling. Significantly larger than
the previous space, the patio features more tables, as well as
an outdoor waiting area with seating.

POST CORNER PIZZA CLOSES After 42 years on Clearwater
Beach, Post Corner Pizza has closed. The restaurant had
previously been sold to the company who owns Opal Sands,
across the street but they kept it open while plans for a
future development were being completed. Now they are
demolishing it to build a new hotel and parking garage on
that block. No announcement has been made for the building
schedule of the project yet.

RESTAURANT NEWS WANTED If you have news or
suggestions for this newsletter, let us know. Our email is Bob@
GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 430-8300

LOVE THE LIFE
YQ}' LIVE EVERYDAY
" LET ME HELP YOU MAKE=
e ¥4I /R M 'I-;ILE‘]"Mk
il g o e

W™ 4

ANMBER [34YIS

TODAY'S
MARKETS
ARE WHY

Warried about your investments?
& good financial plan takes the uncertainty
out of tomornow and lets you live your life today.
It i% mever too late to begin, but the sooner the better.
Phease call me to find out more.

Investment Planning Erin !Ernnel:t
Education Planning _ Financial Planner
Retirement Planning eringroganhinancial.com
Life Planning

www.RoganFinancial.com

CALL 727.712.3400

391 Mandalay Ave 4 Clearwater Beach
(727 400-6802 4 www. kilwins.com/clearwaterbeach



Page 18

By Freya Olsen

Norman O. Olsen of Belleair, — devoted father of 7 and
grandfather of 4 - lifelong sailor and ambassador of the
sport, passed away peacefully February 15, 2022 at 91.

Born in Wilmington, Delaware March 25, 1930 to Oscar and
Viola Olsen, he grew up in Jenkintown, PA and Annapolis,
MD. Norman developed his lifelong passion for sailing and
ocean racing on the east coast, spending his free time on
the Delaware and Sassafras Rivers and Chesapeake Bay with
his parents and dog Ronny aboard their 50-foot schooner
Buccaneer, New York 50 schooner Venture and 60-foot
motoryacht Vesta.

Norman spent his life racing sailboats and promoting
sailing. One of his most significant races was the famed
1960 Newport Bermuda Race. That year had the roughest
weather in the history of the race, with winds blowing 50 to
80 knots. Norman steered through the gale and would often
say that he met God that night. Jubilee Il went on to win 2nd
Place Class A with Norman credited for steering the crew and
boat to safety and success.

In 1974, Norman seized the opportunity of a lifetime when
offered a key role, by legendary screen actor Gregory Peck,
to serve as Marine Director in filming The Dove; a movie
about Robin Lee Graham - the youngest person to sail
around the world solo. Norman often shared stories about
his experience.

Norman served as Commodore of Clearwater Yacht Club
(1985-86), President of Clearwater Windjammers and

Co-Founder of Clearwater Olympic Yachting Committee. He
was founder of the Clearwater Community Sailing Center
which has helped thousands learn to sail and some realize

CLEARWATER BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
NORMAN O. OLSEN

Founder of the Clearwater Community Sailing Center Dies

their Olympic dreams. He served
on the board of directors at CCSC
until his death. He also served as [g
Commodore at Crystal Lake Yacht
Club (Frankfort, MI) from 1993-94.

Norman founded Lake Forest
Sailing (Lake Forest, IL) in 1999
which was awarded “Outstanding Year-Round Sailing
Program” by US Sailing in 2002. Norman was recognized
as "Angel Advisor” for his tireless efforts in making LFS a
success and was awarded the Lake Forest “Community
Service Award” in 2002 and 2005. An annual trophy, the
“Norman Olsen Sailor of the Year,” is awarded to sailors
demonstrating sportsmanship, dedication and enthusiasm.

As President of Management Meeting Consultants, for 46
years, Norman made his mark in mergers and acquisitions
with the founding principle of “matching people is the non-
numerical ingredients to successful business combinations.”

At 91, Norman fulfilled his lifelong dream of writing and
publishing a book about his childhood dog and best friend
Ronny, called “Ronny, Come Home!”, on Amazon.

Norman was a gentleman, kind soul and loving spirit. He
never met a stranger and treated everyone equally. His
optimism was infectious and was a man of action whose
mission was to help others. He loved his children more than
anything. Please consider supporting the Norman O. Olsen
Memorial Fund at Clearwater Community Sailing Center

(https://bit.ly/317WD3M). For more information on “Ronny,
Come Homel!” visit https://amzn.to/3sUAi3x

i
DUCS

Down WUnder
Conuructicn Services, Inc

Home Remodeling

11520 Cakhurst Road

Largo, FL 33774

Building Dreams in
the Shape of Homes.

~§ince 1995

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling

www.ducsbuilder.oom

ducsiducsbuilder. com
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PALM PAVILION IS 96 YEARS OLD THIS SPRING
Clearwater Beach was merely a large sandbar. Electricity
and the automobile were just starting to appear on the
beaches. The Memorial Causeway had recently opened.
Things were different but one thing was the same - people
still loved to visit the beach. They wore their clothes to
the beach, where they would change into bathing attire,
normally black. Women's bathing suits looked like dresses
and covered their bodies and even part of their legs.

This was life during the beginnings of the Palm Pavilion.
Five inspired businessmen opened it as a bathhouse on
May 31, 1926 for beach goers to change into swimming
attire and rent lockers to store their belongings.

In 1964, it was sold to the Hamiltons who still own it
and the business continued in much the same way. Until
early 1980s, beach pavilions provided changing rooms.
When demand diminished, the Hamilton’s removed the
bathhouse. The first major expansion occurred in 1995. In
2000, the property underwent a much larger renovation
adding the outside deck and expanding the kitchen.

The day-to-day business is now in the hands of Ken
Hamilton, a second generation. According to State of
Florida records, the Palm Pavilion is the oldest operating
beach pavilion in the state. The Palm Pavilion is located at
10 Bay Esplanade. Visit www.PalmPavilion.com.

BROWN BOXER EXPANDS Brown Boxer Sports Bar and
Restaurant is expanding upstairs into the space previously
used by Clearwater Social Brewing. This new area may
also be reserved for special events and private functions.

With this new space, they now have 22,000 square feet of
space, on two levels, with five full bars, fifty-five TVs, one
hundred arcade games, live music every night and special
events daily including bingo, trivia and karaoke.

Find the new area upstairs, in the Pelican Plaza, at 483
Mandalay Avenue. Check it out at www.BrownBoxer.com

NEW PIZZA RESTAURANT Alba's is open seven days
a week in the previous location of Samegelo’s, and they
have the same phone number, 447-2020. The name
comes from the new owner Elvin's home country, Albania.

Find them in the storefront at 650 Mandalay Avenue.
mm—

GOOD STUFF EATERY
OPENS Open on the west side
of the Hyatt Regency on the |
ground level, they specialize in |
Burgers. This is owned by Dimitri
Sioutis, who also owns We The
Pizza and Gondolier Pizza in
Clearwater Beach .

CLOSED Samgelo’s Pizza,
located at 650 Mandalay Avenue
on Clearwater Beach.

Buying? Selling? Leasing?

Call Lawra, the Beach Ambassador
to make the process like A DAY AT THE BEACH!

"\ BE CLEARWATER STR

LAUH.A 1'|"F_.El.ll,':EH REALTOR®

813-431-2754
BeachAmbassader@gmail.com

FRANCIS WILSON
92

UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS

ART
April 7 - 17, 2022

THE PRODUCERS
May 5 - 22, 2022

PLAYHOUSE =c:on

Scan for
tl:l:eti & infol
727-446-1360

See you at
the theatre!

Great Food
Cold Beer
Bait
Charters 3 _
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TRAILBLAZING WOMEN'S EXHIBIT OPEN AT CLEARWATER MUSEUM

The Clearwater Historical Society, Inc., and the Pinellas
Community Foundation opened the Trailblazing Women:
Third Annual Women’s History Month Exhibit at the
Clearwater Historical Society Museum and Cultural Center,
610 S. Fort Harrison Ave. Clearwater.

The 2022 Trailblazing Women honorees are:

* Katherine H. Biddle, inspirational Clearwater High School
coach, teacher, mentor, and namesake of the school’s

football field

* Isay M. Gulley, award-winning female President/CEO of
Clearwater Neighborhood Housing Services and 20-year
Coast Guard reservist

e Phyllis Bayly Jones, pioneering female banker and
community leader

* Mayme Weaver Hodges, first (and last) Black woman on
Clearwater City Council and ground-breaking community leader

* Dorothy Judith (Judy) Lutz, International President of
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, nurse, and volunteer
at the Clearwater Free Clinic

* Betty J. Perry, founder of the Uncommon Touch ministry
and instrumental in founding and leading Mount Zion
United Methodist Church

* Karen Williams Seel, accomplished city and county
commissioner and community advocate

* Jessie Lee Wilder Thacker, pioneering female lawyer in
Clearwater and trailblazing St. Petersburg College educator

The Trailblazing Women Exhibit is generously supported
by presenting sponsor Pinellas Community Foundation.
Sponsors include The Ruth & JO Stone Foundation, Morton
Plant Hospital, Les & Judy Smout Foundation, Mary Ann
& Brad Morse, and Tampa Bay Magazine. Special thanks
are given to the 2020 Pioneers, 2021 and 2022 Settlers,
Honorees, their family members, and friends.

This exhibit continues the fine tradition of honoring women
who have contributed to the greater good and recognizes their
efforts, commitment, and dedication in shaping the community
and its abundant attributes. A call for nominations identified
exceptional honorees who contributed time, talent, and treasure
to create a place to call home and a worldwide destination.

The Society hosted its first Women’s History Month Exhibit in
March 2020. The exhibit honored eight women for being first
in their actions, their time in history, their profession, or their
accomplishments. Launched prior to the COVID pandemic,
the exhibit was enjoyed throughout 2020 by private tours.

The Trailblazing Women: Third Annual Women’s History
Month Exhibit at runs through May 21 and is open during
museum hours 10am-2pm Friday — Saturday or by
scheduling an appointment. It features photos, archives,
videos, and artifacts that tell the honorees stories, individual
contributions, challenges, and triumphs. Nomination forms
for the 2023 Women's History Exhibit are available.

For more information or to schedule a visit outside
museum hours, contact Allison Dolan, Clearwater
Historical Society President at (727) 754-8019 or email
clearwaterhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.
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DID YOU RECENTLY
PURCHASE A HOME WITH
CASH?IT'S TIME TO GET
YOUR INVESTMENT BACK.

pTHE
—

BRFunding Get your money out of your home and into your savings.

B R Webb
[w) 727-330-6888
[c) T27-492-T782
BRFundsME@gmail.com
BRFunding.org
NMLS: 1707 2427359758

» Refinance immediately after closing
* Close your loan in 20 days or less

* Frea up your cash for other
axpanses or investments

LET US SHOW YOU YOUR MORTGAGE OPTIONS.

CALL TODAY AT 727-330-6888 OR APPLY NOW AT BRFUNDSME.COM.
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UKULELE FEST
DOWNTOWN CLEARWATER

“Ukulele Fest in The District” brings ukulele music to Downtown
Clearwater all day Saturday, April 23. This fun and educational
festival will offer forty-five minute introductory courses
throughout the day as well as continuous entertainment by
well-known local and national artists.

The Tampa Bay Ukulele Society (TBUS) will host the event with
funding provided by the Clearwater Downtown Development
Board, Replay Guitar, and Luna Ukuleles. TBUS is recognized
as the largest active Ukulele Society in the nation with over
3000 members in Tampa Bay. In Southwest Florida that
number grows to over 5000. TBUS has hosted a World Ukulele
Day each February for the past seven years in Dunedin and at
The State Fair that draws Ukulele enthusiasts from throughout
the State.

The emphasis of the festival will be on education as well as
entertainment with forty-five-minute introductory courses being
conducted throughout the day on the 400 block of Cleveland
Street. Students of all ages can normally strum several familiar
tunes after one introductory lesson. There will be continuous
entertainment by well-known local and national artists along
the 400 and 500 blocks of Cleveland Street and group jams
and “strums and strolls” by up to 50 players several times
throughout the day.

The day caps off with a free Gala Evening Concert at the Peace
Memorial Church located at 110 South Ft Harrison Avenue.

A meet and greet reception prior to the Concert will serve as
a fundraiser for The Clearwater Free Clinic and includes Entry
to a VIP reception with hors d’oeuvres , drinks & entertainment
and priority reserved seating at Event.

The concert will feature local father-daughter favorites Steve
and Amanda Boisen and internationally known acoustic
recording artists The Birdwatchers. The concert is free, but
ticketed. Go to Ukulelefestivalinthedistrict.com to register for
your free tickets. Admission is limited.

PUPPY LOVE BENEFIT

“And they called it, Puppy Love...”

It's fime to celebrate twenty years of Puppy Love and you are
invited to join Pet Pal Animal Shelter for their The Puppy Love
Benefit - their largest fundraiser of the year. This fund raiser is
is vital to the day-to-day operation of their facility, providing
much needed funds for the care and recuperation of their
animals. In 2021, they saved the lives of 474 dogs, 329 cats
and 11 critters, fostered 118 dogs and 132 cats, spayed/
neutered 564 dogs and cats, treated 39 dogs for heartworm,
rehabilitated animals from other ailments such as ringworm,
mange, fractures, special surgeries and the list goes on...
Because of you, they can continue to save lives, thank you.

Help them reach their $100,000 goal while also winning
amazing packages and items donated by community animal
lovers and supporters. It's FREE to register as a Bidder.

Bidding will be open on May 1st and conclude on May 7th at
10pm. They ask that all bidders to pick up their winning items
in St. Pete after Puppy Love.

In addition to the auction, donations and sponsorships are
available. Donate to their 50/50 Raffle and split the grand
total with the shelter. It's FREE to enter the Raffle and there will
be just one winner. It also runs May 1st to May 7th at 10pm.
The winner will be paid with a check.

For more information or to register to participate, visit
events.readysetauction.com/petpalanimalshelter/puppylove2022

Engineering Concepts
in Just 48 Business Hours

FOR ALL YOUR MARINE NEED
BOAT LIFTS, DECKS, FLOATING DOCKS
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AVCO Marine Construction is
proud to announce we made your
marine construction process easier.

We now offer engineered concepts for our
customers within just 48 business hours. This
lows you to dream of your perfect water
recreational area and our professional staff
can MAKE YOUR DREAM A REALITY.

To make things
easter on your bank
account, AVCO s
relationship with
Artis offers our
CUstommers

NO INTEREST
FINANCING!

Get your dream

needs sooner rather
than Lager.

We are a local Tamipa Bay area company wanting
ro help out our backyard as much a5 possible. Give
trs 3 call ro speak with one of our professional
consultants or visit www.avcofLoom.

AVCO Marine Construction, Inc.
Office - (727) 233-2043
info@avcofl.com
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Let Linda Help!

ARE YOU HAPPY WITH =iy

YOUR MEDICARE PLAN?
You M ualify for
Epldﬂi'l'htﬁllgﬂnn i"ll"l.lllnl:lt.I

| am an Indepandant agent authonzed b
ﬂffurmnpﬂ:nml: na. | work for you |
lhumpﬂrﬂﬂll

L, bUl l@rmaQncue

Are you a new resident? Callme, . .

’ﬁ [attle

/ ANTHONY'’S

Lun:h E‘rlnnPr

407 Ma ndalay Avenue | Clearwater Beach
727.228.2980

New Summer Promotion

Enjoy the same privileges
el E“RW”‘TE.,.? as a Social Member

J,...:;:li’l CLi
* Use of the Club and Pool
* Day Boating
1911 = Attend All Club Parties & Events
* Host Private Parties
MO initiation fee

Dues $200 a month & NO spending minimum
830 Bayway Blvd,, Clearwater Beach

{727) 447-6000 | office@deanvwateryachtcluboorg
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BELLEAIR WOMEN'’S REPUBLICAN CLUB

Ed Hooper, Florida State Senator representing the 16th District,
including Clearwater and Largo in Northern Pinellas County
since 2018, will be the speaker for the Belleair Women's
Republican Club’s meeting on April 1st at Belleair Country
Club, One Country Club Lane, Belleair. Senator Hooper is
Chair of the Commerce and Tourism Committee, Vice Chair
of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation,
Tourism, and Economic Development, and is a member of the
Appropriations, Community Affairs, Criminal Justice, Finance
and Tax, Regulated Industries, and the Joint Committee on
Public Counsel Oversight committees.

Social time begins at 11:30 am, with lunch and speaker
following at noon. Please remit your $32 check by mail to
BWRC Treasurer Robin Schenck, 301 Belleview Blvd., Belleair,
FL 33756, to reach her by March 25, as that will secure a
reservation for a meal. No walk-ups can be accommodated.

CLEARWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

They are having their Spring Fish Fry the first Saturday in May
on the 7th. Food is being served 11:30-1:30 tickets are $12
for members $15 non-member, $6 for children 10 and under.
Pre-sale tickets are encouroged There may have a limited
number of tickets the day of the event for $15. The museum
will be open. There will be music, book authors, fun, and
friendship. Visit clearwaterhistoricalsociety.org for details.

ISLAND ESTATES CIVIC ASSOCIATION

The second Annual Chili Cook-off was a great success at the
new venue, the 5/3 Bank Parking lot. With over ten entries, Ed
Schmoll was the winner of the Hooters gift certificate.

Springfest 2022 on April 29th from 630 to 930pm will be
the Island Estates Block Party, being held at the Clearwater
Marine Aquarium.

There will be two bands, food from 8 restaurants and a cash
bar. Itis open to all Island Estates Residents and Island Estates
Civic Association members.

FLAGS FOR SERVICE

The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach is committed to its
motto of “Service Above Self” and looks to honor those
who are or have served our nation and communities. From
Memorial Day (5/30/22) until Flag Day (6/14/22), hundreds
of U.S. Flags will be displayed in Indian Rocks Beach’s Chic-A-
Si Park to show appreciation for the sacrifices and dedication
of current and former members of our armed forces and first
responders. The two-week display will culminate in the annual
Flag Day ceremony, June 14, 2022 at Chic-a-si Park in Indian
Rocks Beach.

The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach is offering you the
opportunity to become part of this event by honoring your
family or friends who are serving or have served by sponsoring
a flag and creating a custom banner for those you wish to
honor. Each banner will display the name, branch, rank,
place of service, and service time of your hero. After our Flag
Day celebration, you will be able to collect your banner as
well as one of the displayed flags.

Proceeds from ‘Flags for Service’ will be used to support various
programs in our community and beyond. A portion of this
year's proceeds will support local charities “Operation Military
Matters” providing hundreds of support packages for troops
overseas and “Remember Me NFP” a non-profit focusing on
veterans and first responders’ mental health issues.

To participate, visit indianrocksrotary.org. For information,
call IRB Rotarian Paul J. Burns at 727-595-4540.
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LOCAL RESIDENT WRITES AND ILLUSTRATES CHILDREN’S BOOK

Largo resident Linda Hansen is an author/illustrator and
recently self-published a children’s picture book, “Otto the
Otter, A Big Surprise.” She both wrote the book and created
the watercolor paintings illustrations.

“Oftto the Ofter, A Big Surprise” is the true story of a North
American river otter who we see in the retention pond of our
subdivision in Largo. When the Hansens bought their home,
they assumed the pond was common property. Much to their
surprise, two days before closing, they discovered that they
owned the pond! The pond has brought them much joy.
Through the Hansens lifelong love of animals, they have
been able to identify thirty-three species of wading birds and
ducks who have visited the pond. Of course, there are the
expected frogs and turtles, but the biggest surprise and joy is
their otter who they call Otto. “Otto the Otter, A Big Surprise”
is a true story that tells about Otto... and, to tell you more
would spoil the surprise.

rill.com
Blvd.

O (a4
3313 Tew

www. beachsidehospitalitygroup.com

a Cleavnater Beach's Best Restanvants ,

Hansen grew up in St. Louis, Missouri, [E_FIN
and moved to Largo seven years ago. [ # L Ne
She took art classes in high school but e
couldn’t follow her passion for art until
she retired. Four years ago, she started
to take art closses at the Beach Art
Center in Indian Rocks Beach painting .y
in watercolor and acrylics. Her style is &4
often filled with bold color and though "
her work is not abstract, it is often —
thought of as being like the work done by the Fauve artists
of Paris, a group o?early 20th-century modern artists whose
works emphasized painterly qualities and strong color over
the representational or realistic values by other artists.

For twenty-five years, Hansen was the Executive Director of a
non-profitthat helped burn survivors and did burn prevention/
education. During this time Hansen created a book for the
non-profit called “Beauty Is...” about self-esteem.

As Hansen only began painting four years ago, many would
consider her a new painter. She started to write the book at
the urging of a neighbor and self-published it on Amazon.

Because of Otto and a good friend, Hansen realized she
could start a new journey by combining her love of painting
with another new adventure - writing. “Otto the Otter, A
Big Surprise” is available on Amazon, in some local stores,
and Hansen can be found at the Market in the Bluffs on the
second Saturday of the month. You can also purchase books
on her website, www.lindahansenauthor.com.

Linda Hansen is living proof that it is never too late to reinvent
oneself, regardless of one’s age - even at 70+!

R

crabbysdockside.com
37 Causeway Blvd.

T??J 6.8085
saltysisland.com
75, El.ll'ﬁilw Blvd.
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CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB

The Club is one of the oldest Yacht Clubs in the country,
continuing the long-standing tradition the world over. You
don't need a boat to join in the fun at CYC in Clearwater
Beach. Many members don't have boats. Their social activities
center around parties in their restaurant or at their Tiki Bar.

Their “Buy a Brush” Fund Raiser is continuing to refresh
and remodel the Clubhouse. A NEW game night adds to
their Trivia Night, and Bingo Nights. The monthly Wine
Dinners have been well attended, along with the monthly
Jazz Night, and Sunday Jazz Brunch.

Their Summer Membership program is just beginning, May
1st through September 30th. It has no initiation fee and
monthly dues are $200, with no food minimum, just lots
of fun in the Florida Sun. Summer members can use the
pool, tiki bar, dining room and other amenities, including
participating in weekly parties. Best of all, you can meet
new people. It is a great way to see for yourself how much
fun it is, with no obligations. You can end your membership
whenever you wish, or convert to a permanent member in the
Fall. Call the Yacht Club’s office, 447-6000. Learn more at
ClearwaterYachtCLub.org, or e-mail
Office@ClearwaterYachtClub.org.

BELLEAIR GARDEN CLUB

“How to pair people with the proper plants” is the topic
of speaker Anita Camacho, at the Belleair Garden Club
meeting on Wednesday, April 6th, at 1pm, to be held at the
Belleair Town Hall, 901 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Belleair.

The goal of Anita Camacho, founder of The Little Red
Wagon Nursery in Tampa, is to pair people with the proper
plants required to attract butterflies to their gardens. Open
to the public, participants will learn how to attract buttertlies
to their yard.

Covid health and safety measures will be in place for
all participants. For further information about the April
program and the Belleair Garden Club, contact

(727) 585-4021.

FLORIDA BOTANICAL GARDENS

Tour the Public and Private Gardens on Sunday April 3rd
from 10am-4pm. Docent-led tours of the Florida Botanical
Gardens will be offered from 10am-Noon, then guests
may four private gardens at their leisure from 12-4 PM, via
a self-guided map. NEW THIS YEAR - enjoy a plant sale
with orchid vendors on McKay Creek Plaza,
www.flbgfoundation.org/gardentour.

The Spring Orchid Sale is April 2nd - April 3 from 9 am-5
pm. Shop from a unique selection of vendors, including
orchids, plants, candles, honey and more! Suggested
donation: $5 per person. flogfoundation.org/orchidsale.

Celebrate Earth Day at the Florida Botanical Gardens
Friday, April 22nd from 9 am- Noon with a wide array
of virtual and in-person activities, free for the public
to enjoy. Includes self-guided scavenger hunts, games
from our TaleBlazer app, as well as instructor-led events
from our Growing Up Wild curriculum in the morning.
flogfoundation.org/earthday.

The Gardens are a 100-acre Park, managed by the Pinellas
County Parks and Conservation Resources Department
located at 12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo. The gardens are
open 7 am - 5 pm seven days a week.

SAND KEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION

The Sand Key Civic Association is a non-partisan, not-for-
profit organization dedicated to improving the quality of life
on Sand Key. Founded in 1991, current membership includes
sixteen condo associations and 7 businesses researching
issues, distributing information and representing the views
of residents at city, county and state levels. Our association
participates in The Barrier Island Government Council and
The Florida Shore and Beach Preservation Association and
also holds a corporate membership with the Clearwater
Community Sailing Center.

We hope to resume “in person” meetings in the near future,
but due to COVID 19 variants, the Board will continue to
meet via “Zoom” video conferencing so interested members
can also attend.

Our meetings are scheduled for the first Wednesday of
each month. Please look for a “Zoom” link in the email
announcing each month’s agenda, or obtain the link on our
website at sandkeycivicassociation.org.

Contact the secretary at skcainc@aol.com, with any
questions you may have.

FLARGO ART ASSOCIATION

They meet weekly at the Largo Community Center (400
Alternate Kean Rd, Largo). It is a gathering ot local artists to
paint and network. They have open studio, Juried member
shows and periodic demonstrations. If you are interested
join on Fridays between 10am and2pm. Call 727-518-
3131.

WELCOME NEWCOMERS CLUB

This club is open to the women of Pinellas County; all are
welcome to come and socialize. They meet at local country
clubs and restaurants on the first Tuesday of each month
with programs, activities and speakers of interest.

Their next luncheon will be at Belleair Country Club on April
5. Our guest speaker will be from the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium. Please contact Judy at 512-789-5686.

CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB

The Annual Mother’s Day Plant Sale is May 7, from 8am
to Noon outdoors at the Clubhouse, 405 Seminole St,
Clearwater. Visit www.clearwatergardenclub.com for details.

Their final program for the season is Saturday, May 15th
at 10:30 am. They will be discussing programming zor the
2021 - 2022 Season. Join them at the Clubhouse for a lively
discussion led by First VP Laura Daniel.

CLOTHES TO KIDS (CTK)

Spring is here and children in our community need proper
clothing and shoes for the weather. Many families are
struggling to make ends meet. Clothing is a big cost and
many children go to school with clothes and shoes that don’t
fit. Clothes To Kids mission is to help these families. We are
always in need of new and gently used clothing and shoes.
CTK needs boys’ and girls’ pants, shorts, tops both short and
Long-sleeved, dresses and shoes PreK4 — High School. Each
year Clothes To Kids clothes more than 11,000 low-income
and in crisis school children, PreK-4 to 12th grade for FREE.
That means we need small clothing and shoes and youth
clothing all the way up to high school. Please check your
closets and help the children in Hillsborough and Pinellas
by donating today! Clothing and shoes or cash donations
can be donated in Clearwater at 1059 N Hercules Avenue
or in St. Pete at 2168 34th St S. Visit clothestokids.org.
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We care about results, not
awards. Which is apparently
how you get both.

Morton Plant Hospital has been named one of the top 100 hospitals
in the U.S. by IBM Watson Health eight times.

At BayCare's Morton Plant Hospital, we don't spend a lot of time worrying aboul awards.
We're too busy giving our patients high-gquality medical care. Morton Plant Hospital is well
known for its advanced medical technologies and outstanding patient care, with more than
50 specialties represented among our medical teams. We can easily connect you with a top
specialist if needed, plus you have access Lo the entire network of BayCare doctors and services,
Just a few of the reasons why Morton Plant Hospital Is yvour befter choice for health care,

Learn more: MortonPlant.org

BayCare ‘ Morton Plant Hospital
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CLEARWATER COMMUNITY WOMAN'S CLUB (CCWC)
They recently announced a multi-year initiative to combat
Human Trafficking in our community. For over six decades,
CCWC's parent organization has supported various UNICEF
campaigns, one of which is End Trafficking. As a part of this
larger campaign, CCWC formed a Human Trafficking (HT)
team and drafted a plan to reduce the impact and incidence
of HT by developing awareness, educating the public,
supporting legislative action, and also helping to secure a
safe house in Pinellas County for women who have been
rescued from HT. “One of our goals is to provide a safe
environment where victimized women can live, rebuild their
lives, and have the opportunity to become the people they
want to be,” says Kay Estock, Co-Chair of CCWCs Human
Trafficking Team.

To support this multi-year HT initiative, CCWC plans to raise
over $300,000 through donations, grants, and fundraisers.
They do not propose to own or operate a safe house.
Instead, they will work with area non-profit organizations
who will manage the safe house and provide therapeutic,
and other professional services to recovered victims.

CCWC has initially chosen to work with Created Women,
Inc., an organization known for the restoration of trafficked
women in Tampa, who recently expanded into Pinellas
County. CCWC has chosen to support Created’s efforts based
on their experience, quality staff, and recovery programs.

To kick off their HT initiative, CCWC is organizing a sports
themed event, Champa Bay Elimination Dinner, which

will take place on Saturday, May 14. For sponsorships,
donations, or to buy tickets for the event, visit ccwcFlorida.org.

BEACH ART CENTER

Gift Shop - Are you looking for a gift for that special
someone or a piece of art for your home? Stop by our newly
restocked gift shop to see original works of art by local artists,
handcrafted jewelry, cards, pottery and so much more. Our
shop is filled with lovely and unique items. Something for
everyone. Open from 9-4 Monday through Friday.

Kids Camp - 2022 Creative Kids Camp has a whole new
look! So many new options! We will have eight Weeks of
camp, six Different Teachers in two Classrooms plus a Clay
Studio!l Weekly camp sessions begin June 6th. Full details
and registration will be available on our website by April 1.

Gallery Show - One of our most exciting shows of the year
is the “Art & Poetry” Show. This year, “Art & Poetry” will run
from April 4th — May 13. Opening Reception will be held on
April 22nd. This reception is free and open to all.

Classes - We have added several new classes, you can find
details and course registration information on our website.

Special Workshops
April 4 Suzanne Natzke - Night Scenes in Watercolor
April 7-9 Chris Brandley - Paint Alla Prima

Art on the Rocks - $38 (materials are included)

Super Fun and Creative - Spend an afternoon or evening
with us, bring snacks & refreshments if you like. “Art on the
Rocks” are generally 3 hours and focus on a single project,
all materials and instruction are included, and you walk
away with a finished product. Here are some coming topics:

April 1 Peace Pole Painting
April 15 Mandala Art (Flower Pot)
April 16 Seashell & Sea glass Mosaic

The Beach Art Center is located at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd, Indian
Rocks Beach. Call 727-596-4331 or visit beachartcenter.org.

4

News...

CLEARWATER BEACH ASSOCIATION

They are a community organization of residents and business
owners, whose mission is to promote civic, recreational and
social projects while improving and enriching our community.
They are dedicated to providing a strong and unified voice for
their neighborhood in City affairs and issues.

Membership is $35 annually per household or $100 per
business. Donations are welcome also. You may join at
clearwaterbeachassoc.com/membership. Contact the CBA
president Samuel Hutkin at hutloan@aol.com with questions.

Upcoming events:

April 5 — CBA Meeting, 6:30pm, Chapel by the Sea’s Fellowship
Hall, 54 Bay Esplanade

April 14 — Thirsty Thursday — Gerstle’s, 752 S Gulfview Blvd,
5:30-7PM. Meet your neighbors and socialize.

April 30 — Adopt-A-Park Cleanup — Meet at Rec Center at 9am
— Clean-up both McKay & Rec Center Parks. The City provides
gloves, bags, and pickers.

May 10— CBA Meeting, 6:30pm, Chapel by the Sea's Fellowship
Hall. (Postponed a week due a conflict at the church hall.)

June 7 — CBA Meeting, 6:30pm, Chapel by the Sea’s Fellowship Halll
June 11th — Pool Party Clearwater Beach Rec Pool — 1-3pm

100 WOMEN WHO CARE OF PINELLAS COUNTY

They presented $12,600 to the Community Dental Clinic in
December. The Community Dental Clinic provides free urgent
dental care and primary dental services for adults in the
community who do not have dental insurance or the financial
resources to access the care they desperately need. The group
will also receive a $5,000 matching grant from the Richard M.
Schulze Foundation.

100 Women Who Care of Pinellas County is a philanthropic
group that provides an avenue for women to |oin together
to bring financial support to local, 501(c)(3) charitable
organizations. Members commit to attending four meetings per
year (one per quarter) and pledge to donate $100 to an elected
charity at each meeting. For each meeting, members have
the opportunity to nominate a charity, three of the nominated
charities are randomly selected to give a 5-minute presentation,
a vote is taken, and checks are written directly to the winning
charity. Since February of 2013, the group has given $343,050
to local charities. Contact Brenda George at 727-515-1868
for more information or visit www.100womenpinellas.org.

JOHN H. MEEK, JR. MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
The Clearwater Free Clinic’'s 22nd annual John H. Meek,
Jr. Memorial Golf Tournament fundraiser, is being played
at Innisbrook on Monday, May 23. It promises a full day of
excitement, with plenty of opportunities to play, win, eat, drink
and show your support for the CFC.

The day begins with a tasty lunch, bloody Mary bar, helicopter
golf ball drop and only gets better once the players tee off!
Everyone can enjoy the putting contest, raffle, refreshments
served all day on the course followed by an outdoor cocktail
hour gathering and auction to cap off the event.

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to play at Innisbrook’s
legendary Copperhead Course while benefiting the important
work of the Clearwater Free Clinic, providing accessible,
compassionate, medical and mental health care that changes
the lives of our uninsured neighbors.

For detail, visit clearwaterfreeclinic.org/meekgolf or call

727-443-3504. Email mreagin@clearwaterfreeclinic.org for
sponsorship inquiries.
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by Pete Magnani

“Food, fun, laughter and learning” is how Roberto Alvarez
describes his Introductory ltalian Language classes, which
he conducts at locations throughout Pinellas County, most
recently at the Beach Arts Center in Indian Rocks. He has
developed a unique curriculum that combines learning the
language, discovering ltalian culture, and enjoying a meal
with his fellow students

Alvarez was born in Gary, Indiana. He was the first of his
brothers and sister to be born in the United States. His father
was from Spain and met his mother in her hometown of
Napoli, ltaly. His older siblings were born in ltaly before
his parents moved the family to Indiana. ltalian was the
household language and Roberto spoke the Neapolitan
dialect from a young age.

CLEARWATER BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

FOOD, FUN, LAUGHTER AND LEARNING!

Cibo, Divertimento, Risate e Apprendimento!

From 1990 to 2010, Alvarez
traveled to ltaly every year, and
since 2010 he Kcs returned every
other year. In 2002, he wanted to
do something different and began
teaching ltalian lessons at the
St. Pete Community Center. His
class consisted of four 90-minute
lessons over four weeks. He had
the inspiration to try to move out
of the community center setting and began to approach
neighborhood ltalian restaurant owners about holding
closses there. Students sit together and learn to speak

Alvarez attended Indiana [T
University ~ Bloomington
ond was an avid sports
fan. He studied radio |
and communications and
became a DJ forthe college
radio station, eventuc?ly
doing play-by-play and
color commentary for the
basketball and  football
games. He also worked
as a camera operator and
later as a reporter on the
college sports TV show.

In 1978, Alvarez spent
his junior year studying
abroad in  ltaly at
Universitd di  Bologna,
the world’s oldest college
in contfinuous operation.
It was the first fime he i

met his extended ltalian family. and he decided when he
graduated, he would move to ltaly and pursue a career in
journalism. He graduated from college in 1979, but a leg
injury derailed his planned move.

While recovering, he was hired at the Lake Central High
School in St. John, Indiana. The school had a television
and communications curriculum that produced a student
TV sports show. Alvarez started

as Control Room Supervisor
and eventually ran the entire
program before leaving for
[ob as a sports reporter at a TV
station in El Paso, Texas.

In 1988, Alvarez came to
Tampa, working for WTOG
Channel 44. During his seven
years there, he held a multitude
of positions, working as an
on-field reporter and sports
anchor covering the Rays, Bucs
and Lightning. He also hosted
the Coaches’” Show. He left in
1995 for a job at a television
B 211l station in New Orleans before
returning to Florida in 1998.

Italian while enjoying a meal (and maybe some wine.) Now,

— Alvarez teaches classes
at several restaurants in
Pinellas county, as well as
at the Beach Art Center
in Indian Rocks Beach.
Along with basic language
| instruction, he incorporates,
art, literature, and ltalian
i culture into his classes.

8 “If you want to reconnect
| with your heritage, converse
with family, or just have a
4 different kind oil‘ night out,
this is the class for you,”

¥ Alvarez says.

Many of his students take the
closs ahead of a vacation
in ltaly. One of his greatest
pleasures is to hear from
former students who made
their second trip to Italy after
taking his class and Kud a
much more enjoyable time being able to speak the language.

“In the airport when you first arrive, all the signs are in
English as well as Italian,” he says. “Once you get out of the
airport, it's a different story, and you'll wish you'd paid more
attention in class!”

In his classes, Alvarez tries to introduce aspects of ltalian
culture while trying to erasing some of the stereotypes
movies and television have created about ltalians.

“ltaly is more than mafia and meatballs,” he says. “I try to
undo some of the damage TV has done and let my students
know ltalian culture is more Dante than DeNiro.”

In 2015, Alvarez led ten students on a tour of ltaly. They
visited Napoli, Florence, the Amalfi Coast and Rome. He
even took them to a relative’s home in Napoli for a home
cooked meal. He hopes to organize another tour next year,
and continue bringing intimate groups to ltaly in the future.

Currently, Alvarez offers restaurant-based ltalian classes in
Tierra Verde, Oldsmar, St. Pete, Palm Harbor, and Sarasota.
His latest class at the Beach Art Center in Indian Rocks Beach
began February 24th and ran through late March. Alvarez
expects to begin another class at Beach Art around April
14th. He also offers private instruction in your home or via
Zoom. For more information or to register visit learnitalian.
us or email ralvarez@learnitalian.us. m
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Marina Market & Food Hall
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Maria
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A food-lover's dream

with three levels of beautiful

waterfront views at the Clearwater Marina.
Visit BaystarRestaurantGroup.com for all locations & details
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Shorefront Sanctuaries

Unit 1005 - Offered at $1,698,000

11 San Marco

Clearwater Beach
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INTRASTATE MOVING TIPS

Local moving s
ranked as one of
the top five most
stressful life events.
So  moving long |
distance or from
state to state must
be in the top three,
right¢ Hiring a
reputable company
will  decrease the
stress and ensure a
smooth transition.

Florida is one of
the least regulated
states for moving
companies, and
conducting your
own research
is paramount.
Consumers can
visit the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety
Administration’s
website to investigate whether a company can legally move
across state lines. Simply Google “FMCSA snapshot”,
search by “Name,” enter the company’s name, and look
for “authorized for hire” and a checkmark by “interstate.”
Failure to hire a licensed interstate mover may result in
your items being held at a weigh station until you or a
licensed interstate mover comes to claim them!

Have you seen the horror stories describing lost shipments?
Hire a moving company who has GPS on their trucks so
you can always pinpoint where your items are.

Have you heard about movers who lose items2 Hire a
moving company who will exclusively dedicate the truck to
your items, and will not take the items on and off for other
households.

Have you read about instances where furniture was ruined
or completely decimated? Hire a moving company with full-
time, professionally trained movers. Don’t hire a broker,
who contracts individual parts of the move to different
companies (one to load, one to drive, one to store, one to
unload), and won't take responsibility because they don't
know who created the damage.

Most consumers obtain two to three estimates; If one
estimate is substantially less than the others, it is definitely
too good to be true!l Companies who are fully licensed
and insured for interstate moving are all within the same
ballpark price-wise, and will carry general liability and
cargo insurance. In addition, they will have W2 employees
covered by workers compensation as opposed to 1099
independent contractors who can be doing construction
one day, landscaping the next, and moving your home the
following day.

Big Man's Moving
Company, a contributor
to this article, was voted
the #1 Mover in Tampa
Bay in 2020 and 2021.
Their professional team
has completed 5500
local, statewide, and out-of-state moves in five years of
business. Bigmansmoving.com 727-772-3458
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CITY SIDEWALKS GET A FACELIFT

Ever notice a sidewalk that needs repair in your neighborhood?
The city of Clearwater is on it.

With 365 miles of sidewalks in the city, there are bound to be '
occasional cracks and other needed repairs. A major effort is GEIEbntF
under way to repair hundreds of sidewalk issues that have been
identified. That's great news for walkers, runners, bicyclists and
anyone else who uses sidewalks to get around the city.

“I'm committed to improving our neighborhoods,” said Jon Book your Celebrity cruise to

Jennings, Clearwater’s city manager. “When | started here at EurﬂpE Cﬂl‘lthEI‘l. ﬂlﬂikﬂ

Turn your travel dreams into reality

Cruises

the city, | noticed we had a backlog of sidewalks that are in a Al Inclusive Offer
state of disrepair. Our teams are working hard, and they’re . .
making significant progress, having fixed many of these For spectals or boolgng offers
backlogged requests already.” Call Joyce Moore (407) 574-1869
. . . . . H
Residents should notice a difference in the sidewalk problems or E-mail Cruising@saletfesea.com v

soon, if they haven’t already. In just a few short months, the
city has repaired many of the city’s broken sidewalks. Some
repairs are easy, but others are more complicated, because of
tree roots that are buckling the concrete or trees that need to
be removed. The city has a plan for these tricky repairs, too.

This year, the city is spending an estimated $1.62 million on
sidewalk improvements. Work is being done by city crews and
contracted staff.

The city is also in the beginning stages of building a program
that collects 3D imagery of Clearwater’s sidewalk surfaces.
It's basically radar for pavement, scanning the ground. A
sidewalk condition index is created, which helps staff prioritize : : S
which sidewalks to repair in a more strategic manner. E:""‘f"_"' _— t"'="""l'1""."d :"' — F""'rll ]
. . . . Aucric by Tom Snass grice hy Dean Pischlcox
The goal is to speed up the process of fixing sidewalks, which -t
ultimately will improve our neighborhoods and the safety of
our walkways. The database should be complete in late 2022.
If you see a sidewalk that needs repair, let us know. Visit

MyClearwater.com, click on “News & Info,” select “Report an
Issue,” submit the street and sidewalk maintenance request.

MJ DETAILING & CLEANING

Specializing in Boats, Cars md RVs.

AT DEMENS LANDING PARK

BRI =

Offering a monthly servica program, ceramic coating, engine SIABE panNK OF AMERICA %%

rnnmpm'nﬂng & cleaning, nu'tpmrlﬁng and teak restoration. Ticketih 5 T
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AROMATHERAPY CERTIFICATION CLASS

An Aromatherapy Certification Florida Program (Level 1) will be held at the Clearwater Yacht Club. This four-day National
Association For Holistic Aromatherapy (NAHA) approved course explores the foundations of aromatherapy for those seeking
to become professionally qualified in the therapeutic uses of essential oils or seeking hours of continuing education in the
massage therapy field.

Rebecca Park Totilo, bestselling author and Clinical Aromatherapist, will be conducting this personally tailored class based on
her books, Therapeutic Blending with Essential Oil, Organic Beauty With Essential Oil, and Heal With Essential Oil. Rebecca
fuses her decades of knowledge with interactive discussion, multimedia presentation, and numerous other resources to create
a memorable journey into the exploration of the world of aromatherapy. Students will enjoy interactive lectures, spirited
discussions, and use over twenty essential oils to create usable products that they will take home (over $200 value). Topics
include blending techniques, essential oil profiles, basic physiology, and interaction on how essential oils affect us physically
and emotionally. Space is limited so register today by visiting www.AromaHut.com or call: 727-688-2115.



BRIAN PELFREY, OWNER/REALTORE BRIAN'S SAND KEY REALTY OFFICES:
| 727-871-0871 | BrianPelfrey.com 790 5. Guifview Bivd., Clearwater Beach

‘ 1 Brian@sandkey.com 1261 Gulf Blvd, Suite 119, Sand Key

.1“

AL L RL L EE LT b
-
EmmE

IFFRNEARFERNT A NAAR
[T T YTV RNy

1200 Gulf Blvd #1102 1591 Gulf Blvd #5035 1582 Gulf Blvd. #1208

Meridian on Sand Key Harbour South on Sand Key  Cabana Club on Sand Key
Sold for $1,200,000 Sold for $640,000 Sold for $1,000,000
$658.98 per square foot. $469.55 per square foot. $568.18 per square foot.

49 Midway Island, Sold for $1.75M | 4622 W Beach Park Dr., Sold for $1.65M
120 Gulf Blvd., Sold for $3.32M

Brian has listed and sold at the highest prices per square foot for his entire career.
Brian is not afraid to list high and sell high. Brian has the numbers to prove his excellence.

Brian is the co-owner of Sand Key Realty so why not work with the owner to get your
property sold. Brian is Sand Key Realty. List with Brian today and see why
he will make a difference for you tomorrow.
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176 Brightwater Drive #1 1200 Gulf Blvd. #1001 2625 5 Atlantic Ave. #27NW
Brightwater Blue Meridian on 5and Key Peck Plaza of Daytona Shores
4BR/3.5BA, 3996sf, Boat Slip 3BR/2BA, 2004sf, Turn-Key 2BR/2BA, 1700sf, Tum-Key
Chef's Kitchen, Elevator Furnished, Panoramic Views, Furnished, Panoramic Views.
Offered at $2,649,000 Offered at $1,600,000 Offered at $799,000
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