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Sand is something most of us who live near the beach take for granted. We hate it when the kids track
it intfo the house or car, but we love it when it is fime to go to the beach. The sand on our Gulf and Bay
beaches has been around for a long, long time; longer than anyone can remember. Actually, longer
than humans have existed. Have you ever wondered where it originally came from?2 Turn to page 7

Clearwater Jazz

Holiday
Back for its 40th year, don’t
miss this weekend of music
October 17-20 - page 16

Meet Olivia

She is a breeder for the
Southeastern Guide Dogs
and is helping to provide
guide dogs fo those in
need. - page 18
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Also in this lssue:

Meet the Man

Behind Doc Ford
Randy Wayne White's
character has been
made famous in his novels
and the Doc Ford’s Rum
Bar and Grill restaurants.
One is opening in the
new Pier. - page 10

Circle of Heroes

Located on Pinellas’s
Veteran's Reef, the
first of its kind, offshore
underwater Veteran
Memorial is now open.

- page 20

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019 ISSUE 58

DOWNTOWN NEWS




Page 2

ST. PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWS

This newsletter is published by
GRIFFIN  PRODUCTIONS, Inc.
and is mailed to many occupied
residences in Downtown St
Petersburg’s zip code 33701 and
33704. We are not associated
with the City of St. Petersburg.
PUBLISHER
Bob & Becky Griffin
ART DIRECTION
Becky Griffin
SALES
727-430-8300
CONTACT INFO
PO. Box 1314
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785
430-8300 ~ 517-1998 FAX
StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com

If you are interested in advertising,
we offer resident, multi-city and
annual discounts. Ads need to be
reserved one month in advance.

E-mail:bob@griffindirectories.com
or visit beachnewsletters.com for
more information.

© 2019 Griffin Productions, Inc.

ST. PETERSBURG
DOWNTOWN NEWS

Inside, you will find articles and local
information about the nearby area.
We want it to be a Neighborhood
Newsletter primarily about your
neighborhood - Downtown, Snell Isle
and Old Northeast. That is why when
you have news or events, contact us.

This newsletter is printed every other
month and mailed to every occupied
area house, business & PO Box.

We hope you enjoy our newsletters.
We want your news and input.

Did you like this issue? What
suggestions do you have for future
articles? Call or email us your
comments, or take our survey at
StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.

Do you need another copy? Ask for
them at the UPS Stores at 2nd St.
and 2nd Ave S., 740 4th Street N. or
38th Avenue N. next to Publix.

Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Giriffin, 727-430-8300

bob@griffindirectories.com
SEE YOU AGAIN
IN NOVEMBER!
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CITY HALL... 893-7171
W\ ?

-y 175 Fifth Street North

www.stpete.org

MAYOR OFFICE. . ......893-7201

Mayor - Rick Kriseman

CITY COUNCIL - Chair Charlie Gerdes
Vice Chair Ed Montanari

Lisa Wheeler-Bowman ¢ Brandi Gabbard
Steve Kornell * Darden Rice

Gina Driscoll * Amy Foster

CITY COUNCIL ADMIN..... 893-7117
Cindy Sheppard

INFORMATION. .......... 893-7111
BUILDING PERMITS. . .. ... 893-7231
BUSINESS SUPPORT . .. ... 893-7000
CITYCLERK. ............ 893-7448
CODE COMPLIANCE/ASSIST 893-7373
LEISURE SERVICES. . ...... 893-7207
MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY. . . . 893-7268
PLANNING & ZONING . .. .893-7471
SANITATION . ........... 893-7334
UTILITY ACCOUNTS. ...... 893-7341
EMERGENCIES . ............ 9-1-1
FIRE DEPARTMENT. . ...... 893-7694

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY 893-7780
POLICE TEXT MESSAGE . . . .420-8911
POLICE TIP VOICE LINE. . . . 892-5000

PINELLAS COUNTY INFO. . .464-3000

COMMISSION OFFICES . . . .464-3377
Charlie Justice. « e e e v e v v v 464-3363
Kenneth Welch. ... ....... 464-3614

STATE:

Senator Darryl Rouson . . .. 727-552-3200
535 Central Ave #312 St. Petersburg, Dist 19
Rouson.Darryl.web@flsenate.gov

Representative Wengay Newton .727-892-2468
695 Central Avenue #108 St. Petersburg, Dist 70
Wengay.Newton@MyFloridaHouse.gov

Representative Ben Diamond . . 727-552-2747
425 22nd Avenue N., St. Petersburg, Dist 68
Ben.Diamond@MyFloridaHouse.gov

Governor Ron DeSantis
Ron.DeSantis@myflorida.com

FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:

Marco Rubio . . . ... ... 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Rick Scott . . . ........ 202-224-5274

www.RickScott.Senate.gov

AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
CharlieCrist........... 727-318-6770
696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete, Dist 13

www.Crist.House.gov
ART & MUSEUMS
HOLOCAUST MUSEUM. . ... 820-0100
JAMES MUSEUM.......... 892-4200
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS. . . .896-2667
MUSEUM OF HISTORY ..... 894-1052

SALVADOR DALI MUSEUM . 823-3767
DOWNTOWN ARTS ASSN . . 518-5142
FLORIDA CRAFTART....... 821-7391
MOREAN ARTS CENTER . .. .822-7872

ORGANIZATIONS
AWAPS .......covvnnnn. 822-1532
BREAKFAST OPTIMISTS . . . 522-6143

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE . 821-4069

COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS ASSN
Michael Gulley 244-8374

DOWNTOWN BUSINESS ASSN . 743-6262
DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS CIVIC ASSN
Marionlee ......00.. 894-9491

DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP . 821-5166
100 Second Ave., Suite 150

EXCHANGE CLUB OF ST. PETE . . .623-4880
FRIENDS SUNSHINE CENTER . .821-2323

FRIENDS MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY
Wayne Finely, President . 813-767-5503

GWFC ST. PETE WOMAN'S CLUB . . . 822-4982
40 Snell Isle Blvd. N.E.

HISTORIC OLD NE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN
Natalie DeVicente 269-5521

KIWANIS CLUB OF ST. PETE. . 821-5518
NORTHEAST EXCHANGE CLUB 528-3828
NORTHEASTLITTLELEAGUE. . 526-9602

PRESERVE THE BURG . . . 824-7802
Allison Stribling, Ex Dir
ROTARY OF ST. PETERSBURG . . 822-3277
Paula Adams, Ex Sec. SPRotary.org

ROTARY SUNSHINE
stpeterotary.com

SECOND TIME AROUNDERS . . 322-4778

SPIFFS . . . ............ 552-1896
STAMP CLUB OF ST. PETE..... 744-4106
ST. PETEDNA. ...... 727-365-6340

ST. PETERSBURG FREE CLINIC. 821-1200
ST. PETE SAILING CENTER
250 2nd Ave SE - Boating-StPete.org
SAIL & POWER SQUADRON. ... 424-9800
TOASTMASTERS DOWNTOWN ST. PETE
Alexis Shuder 893-7918
DOWNTOWN ST. PETE TOASTMASTERS

Cynthia Jenkins 742-6840
LOCAL ATTRACTIONS
AMERICAN STAGE . . ...... 823-1600
FLORIDA ORCHESTRA. . ... 892-3331
CHIHULY COLLECTION . ... 822-7872
THE COLISEUM . ......... 892-5202
GREAT EXPLORATIONS . . . .821-8992
JANNUS LANDING . ...... 896-2276
MAHAFFEY THEATER. . . ... 892-5798
MUNICIPAL MARINA. .. ... 893-7329
PALLADIUM THEATRE....... 822-3590
ST. PETERSBURG OPERA . . . 823-2040
STATE THEATRE. ......... 895-3045
STUDIO @ 620........... 895-6620
SUNKEN GARDENS. . ..... 551-3100
TROPICANAFIELD ........ 825-3137
ST. PETE COLLEGE . . ...... 341-4249

TOMLINSON ADULT LEARNING .893-2723
UNIVERSITY SOUTH FLORIDA.873-4873
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An Artful Fusion of Tradition and Innovation

= A masterful blend of timeless architecture, contemporary
luxury and spectacular views, Hyde Park House introduces
H YDE PAR_K HOUSE the wltimate waterfront condaminium lifestyle to Tampa's
miost prestigious neighborhood.
BAYSHORN

Grand waterfront residences offer sweeping views of
Hillsborough Bay and the Downtown Tampa Skyline. An
elevated amenity kevel overiooks Bayshore Bouleva rd
Meighborhood shopping, dining and recreation are just a

Sales Gallery Now Open
Hosted by Smith & Associates Real Estate

142 W. Platt Street | Tampa, FL 33606
Corner of Platt and Bayshaore, across from Publix.
B13-649-3700 | HydeParkBayshore.com

shart stroll from home.,

A limited collection of 70 waterfront residences
From the mid-5$900s
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Great Clips

IT'S GONNA BE GREAT™

University Village

?399 Haircut

when you mention this ad | explres 10/31/19

Al = Q OnlinaeCheck-In
=

i

727.824.5500

300 3rd St. §. | St. Petersburg
gt fo Armadncan Spinks)

All conditions of
skin, hair and nails

Adult-pediatric

Mow Accapting

Skin cancer & New Patiarts
Skin surgery Jmnmdua;gﬁ
frﬁu% Flaris
6110 MJ:I}'-E",!"I St Petersburg
F. i,
wwwkelieherdem

MEET YOUR CANDIDATES
USF SP is hosting a Meet the
Candidates night on campus
R September 25th in their

Student Union Ballroom.

Get to know the candidates
running for the November
. City Council election and
ask them questions. Meet
the candidates from 5-6pm,
followed by the structured
forum from 6:30 to 8pm.

The deadline to register to
vote is October 7 for the November 5th election, where
City Council members from Districts 1,3,5, and 7 will be
elected. USF SP is located at 140 7th Avenue S.

SHINE RETURNS SHINE Mural Festival, an art exhibition
all over the city, illustrates the power of art in public spaces
and reflects St. Petersburg’s creative and vibrant spirit.
Bringing more than 70 new murals to the city since its
inception, SHINE returns for its fifth year October 18-26.
For updates visit shinemuralfest.com.

CONTEST WINNER We have a winner - Andy Charles, a
resident living in zip code 33701, was the winner of our
Grouper Trivia Contest. He was randomly selected from
the entries with the correct answers and won a $100 gift
certificate good at any of the GoToSteves.com restaurants.
“l am saving the gift certificate for our wedding anniversary,”
Andy says. “We plan to use it at 400 Beach Seafood and
Tap House, just around the corner.”

IT TAKES A VOLUNTEER VILLAGE If you are looking to
volunteer for an organization, this event is for you. It will be
showcasing opportunities for civic-minded folks to volunteer
for over 50 organizations and events, for just a

one-time commitment or ongoing ones - #rom special events
to board service. You can sign-up to volunteer right there. It
is on Sunday, October 27th from 11am to 3pm at the St Pete
Shuffleboard Club.

There will be food trucks, snacks, a cash bar, shuffleboard,
and prizes. No pets please. Get more information at
StPeteVolunteerVillage.org.

TRY LAWN
BOWLING
Lawn Bowling
has made a
comeback,
thanks to [N
the “St.
Petersburg
Lawn Bowling
Club.” They
are inviting
residents and |
snowbirds, |
young and
old, to join
them on the
courts. They play Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings
from 9:30 to 11:30am, weather permitting. New guests
enjoy a free lesson plus their second visit is FREE. The City
Courts are located near the Coliseum. Call Trevor Cleland at
344-4240 for information or to get involved.

ST. PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWS Page 5

] PINBALL
] ARCADE
LT SRR (P MUSEUM  Are
1 : s . g you a pin ball
wizard? Or just
a fan? A new
museum opened
at 2313 Central
Avenue, in the
Grand  Central
District  with all
the old favorites.
You do not pay
per machine
as in the past,
you pay $12 at the door and play all day. The museum is
filled with many arcade machines from owner Andy Kline's
personal collection.

FIRST NIGHT ST. PETE The 27th Annual New Year’s Eve
Celebration of the Arts: First Night St Petersburg is going
to ring in the 2020 New Year with eight hours of family
friendly music, dance, aerial arts, an Interactive Art Park-
filled with hands on art exhibits, a music circle and a Peek
a pod! Also new this year is the Mad Hatters Tea Party! An
improv interactive theatre experience, sponsored by Amica
Insurance. Tickets go on sale in November 2019 and can
be purchased at www.FirstNightStPete.com.

READY TO STOP SMOKING? St. Anthony’s Hospital is
offering a Smoking Cessation Class, Saturday, Sept. 21 at
10 am. Valuable tools are provided during this two-hour
class to help you quit using tobacco including coping with
cravings and physical and emotional symptoms. The class
includes free aids to help quit using tobacco while supplies
last. It will be held at St. Anthony’s Hospital Cafeteria
Fishbowl, Ground Floor, 1200 Seventh Ave. N, St.
Petersburg. Get more information at BayCare.org/Events.

SOLID WASTE FEES INCREASING Pinellas County Solid
Waste received approval to increase the rate for municipal
solid waste, commercial and yard waste by an average of
6 percent, beginning on Oct. 1. The approved disposal
rate will increase from $37.50 to $39.75 per ton.

Solid Waste anticipates requesting two more increases,
each at 6 percent, over the next two years.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED Seaside
Seabird Sanctuary
needs people to
greet visitors, feed
the birds, help with
maintenance,  work
in the gift shop
and answer calls
regarding injured
birds. If you have a
desire to help, call
391-6211 or just stop
by. They are located
at 18328 Gulf Bivd.,

Indian Shores.

OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN NOVEMBER Read this issue,
and others, Online at StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.
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CLOSETS

Palm Harbor Design Showroom
L.5. 19. North of Tampa Rd. 727.773.9888
5t. Petersburg

10722 Gandy Blvd. North 727.507.9799

Lutz/Tampa
23114 State Rd. 54 813.935.8432
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ROSSIFROM THE DALITMUS

Lt BT L 1] |.I
' !lip.i.l :.--H.--:l

+ Rlaird Ceatipal Ciitsles

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER,
+ Lunch & Dirner El-=i|-

BAMNGUETS S LIVE MUSIC
300 Beach Drive NE + Downtewn St. Petersburg J i g O

* IndaanOurtdeer Dising

72749 WINE + 7275996.DINE l o oA
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GOTOSTEVES.COM — Great Food, Service, & Atmosphere
RESTAURANTS & CATERING | Sl 400BEACH (NI =0 GiftCards Avalable Online
for ol your ciring. bengued and cotering neecs. K Rco  Sipaisr <z st

@ 727-523-3700
www.ChoiceMedGroup.com

Medical Marijuana has been recommended to treat over 250 medical conditions, including;
Cancer - Chronic Pain - Epdlepsy « Severe Back Pall - Arthitls « PT50 - Andety Disorder « ALS « HIVYAIDS - Depression - Insomnis
Miscla Spaims « Restless Log Syndmmé - flaocomiis (b baltipleSoemsh,. Neuropathy - Parkirsca’s [Esease « Hbeomyalgia

cHoicE MEDICAL
MED CANNABIS
GROUP CLINICS

To see if you qualify, visit us at www.ChoiceMedGroup.com or Call 727-523-3700
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SAND’S BEGINNINGS

By Bob Griffin, Publisher

or eons, powerful rivers, constant
Fwinds, and changing water levels

created - and moved - our sand. No
grain of sand is new; each is millions of
years old and the creation of constant
scouring, polishing, tumbling and
traveling of different types of rock.

Hundreds of thousands of years ago,
Florida was much larger. At one time,
you could walk on land another 75 miles
west of today’s Florida’s western edge.
Then, the water rose and most of Florida
was under water. Only the area near
Lake Wales (Bok Tower) was above the
waterline, eventually the waters receded
to where it is today.

While it was underwater, the waves
pounded the rocky Florida surface
creating infinite grains of sand. The
withdrawing waters caused erosion and
carried the sand to the Gulf of Mexico,
deposiﬂn? it on our land and also at the
bottom of the sea.

Glaciers and rain continued the process
of erosion. Each drop of rain is the
equivalent of a hammer blow - miniscule
but mighty over time - turning rocks into
granules. Every river emptying into the
Gulf of Mexico carried various amounts
of sand and sediment in its water. This
sediment makes up the bottoms of
today’s lakes, rivers and seashores.

The Gulf’s sand never stops moving.
Whether you live in Florida, Alabama,
Mississippi, Louisiana, or Texas - the
beach is always different every day. Sand
shifts with the help of winds, rain, currents
and even the moon’s tides.

Quartz is the second most prevalent
mineral on Earth and dates back to the
Pleistocene’ times (beginning 2.6 million
years ago and ended about 12,000
years ago). Found inside almost eve
type of rock, quartz is in all of our |
area rivers. Sediment containing
crushed quartz has been deposited
in the Gulf for millions of years. It
is the chief particle found in beach
sand — the part that blinds you on a
sunny day.

Most of the sand on Florida’s beaches
originated from the Piedmont and
Appalachian  highlands.  Eroded
rock washed southward down the
Apalachicola and Tennessee rivers
which once reached the Gulf of
Mexico. The currents distributed the
mountain-made sand across the
panhandle and eventually here.

So, when you stroll the beach, you are
really walking on mountains. You are also
walking on sea life, too, since the sand is
mixed with coral, fossilized marine life,

and pulverized mollusk shells.

“Florida’s Gulf Beaches might
be the whitest in the world, with
a special sparkle and glitter,”
wrote Rachel Carson. “The dry
sand squeaks under our feet.
The beaches are another world
- warm, drowsy, and white - yet
filled with color, unequivocally
inviting, which is why, in
recent history, they have been
awash with human activity (i.e.
tourism).”

Pinellos beaches have been
recognized recently by a variety
of media and people, as the best
beaches in Florida, the United
States, and even the world.

“Sugar-like” is a word commonly
used to describe the look and
feel of the sand on Pinellas Beaches. Lisa
Chandler, Clearwater Beach resident and
business owner created The Sugar Sand
Festival, featuring sand sculptors made
from Clearwater Beach'’s sand.

“Sand color and consistency is determined
by the sand’s components. Corals and
shells control the texture and color of
sand. Most Florida beaches are made up
of quartz crystals mixed with coral and
shells. However, not Clearwater Beach,”
Chandler explains.

“Clearwater Beach’s sugar sand s
one of the purest and whitest sands
anywhere in the state of Florida! This is
because sugar sand is primarily quartz
crystal with barely any shells or coral,
giving it a colorless tone and a ‘sugar’
like feel,” says Chandler. And best of
all, when you sink your toes into our
sand, it's cool to the touch! No shoes
required,” adds Chandler.

One of the most famous rankers
of area beaches is Dr. Beach, a.k.a

Stephen Leatherman. He is an American
geoscientist, coastal ecologist, and
author. Every year, since 1991, Dr.
Beach surveys and ranks over 650 U.S

Photos courtesy of VisitStPeteClearwater.com;

beaches on a variety of criteria including
beach width, beach material, condition,
softness, slope, color, smell, wildlife,
pests, trash, litter, views, buildings,
urbanization, access, amenities, and
more. As you can see, it goes well beyond
the quality of the sand and is designed
to feature beaches where people like to
also walk, enjoy scenery, play sports and
other activities.

Various beaches on Florida’s West Coast
have won the coveted honor of Best
Beach. The award is never given to the
same beach twice. In 2005, Ft. De Soto
won the top honor, 2008 Clearwater’s
Caladesi Island won it and in 2017,
neighboring Siesta Key, just 50 miles
to the south of Pinellas was the winner.
Clearwater Beach is sure to be soon.

Another media-sponsored confest that
Pinellas Beaches likes to brag about is
Trip Advisor’s “Travel Choice Awards.”
Clearwater Beach has won it four times
in the last decade - 2012, 2016, 2018
and again in 2019.

“Soft sand, clear water and balmy
temperatures are the common
threads among these award-
winning  beaches,” says Trip
Advisor’s Brooke Ferencski. “The
Florida beaches stake the claim as
the most decorated beaches in the
United States.” This is the fourth
year in a row a Florida Beach
topped the U.S. list.

Clearwater Beach recently won
a similar contest sponsored by
“USA Today.”

If you are looking for the best
beaches in the world for your next
vacation, you do not have to go far - the
best beach sand in the world might be
right here in Pinellas County.

Information for this article came from The Gulf; The Making of an American Sea by Jack E. Davis; published in 2017 by Liveright Publishing Corp.
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IT"S MORE THAN STRAWS
By Becky Giriffin
“Skip the plastic straw.” Haven’t we all heard that? In truth, it's

much bigger than straws. In a perfect world it would be — “Skip
the PLASTIC!”

Americans use 50 billion plastic water bottles each year. They dispose
of 100 billion plastic bags - about 360 bags a year for each man,
woman and child in our country. And what about those straws?
Americans use 500 million plastic straws EVERY DAY.

Each year, 13 million tons of plastic finds its way into the ocean
where it can be consumed by marine life - 50%-80% of dead
sea turtles have ingested plastic bags, which resemble jellyfish.
Researchers estimate over 5.25 trillion pieces of plastic are already
in our oceans.

When the nationally recognized organization Surfrider Foundation
realized how plastic was impacting our oceans, they created their
“Rise Above Plastics” campaign. Knowing one of the best ways to
stop a problem is at its source, part of the campaign is their Ocean
Friendly Restaurants certification, stopping plastic pollution - one
restaurant, one customer at a time.

Surfrider’s restaurant campaign is a list of criteria that reduces
a restaurant’s use of plastic and that is a lot more than straws.
Restaurants that follow all five of the main criteria, and two of the
six optional criteria are Certified Ocean Friendly by the Surfrider
Foundation.

To be certified, restaurants MUST follow these five criteria:

1. No plastic foam or Styrofoam is used. Take out containers,
cups, plates, etc., must be in other forms

2. Proper recycling practices are followed

3. Only reusable tableware is available for dining in the
restaurant. Disposable cutlery for takeout orders is only provided
upon request

4. No plastic bags used for takeout or to-go orders - paper only
5. Straws are provided only upon request.

In addition, at least two of these criteria must be followed:

* No beverages are sold in plastic bottles.

¢ Discounts are offered for customers with reusable mug, bag, etc.
* Vegetarian/vegan food options are regularly offered

e All seafood must be certified as sustainable or be a “Best
Choice” or “Good Alternative” as defined by Seafood Watch

¢ Water conservation, like low-flow faucets and toilets, are in use
* Energy efficiency efforts such as LED lighting and Energy Star
appliances, are in use

Locally, these restaurants are officially Certified Ocean Friendly
by the Surfrider Foundation: Clearwater - Bob Heilman’s
Beachcomber & Bobby’s Bistro & Wine Bar; Indian Rocks Beach-
Aqua Prime; Redington Shores - Broke N Bored Grill; Gulfport
- Tangelo’s Grille; Dunedin - The Honu Restaurant

Many other restaurants are in the process of making these
changes. Those that can’t adopt all the criteria are encouraged
to adopt as many as possible.

What Can You Do To Help? When dining out, if you notice a
restaurant following the criteria, complement them on their
efforts. If you notice ways they can improve, mention that too.
As restaurant owners realize this is important to their customers,
they will do more. Hopefully, their increased awareness will cause
changes and reduce our plastic footprint.

Who is the Surfrider Foundation?2 Surfrider is a national network
of volunteers supported by legal, policy and science experts with
81 chapters around the country. They are transforming their
passion into lasting protection for the ocean, waves and beaches.
Visit www.Surfrider.org for more information about their ongoing
projects. Restaurants wishing to get Ocean Friendly certified can
get information at go.surfrider.org/ofr.
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS

SEPTEMBER

International Peace Day 21
Closer To The Cure Albert Whitted 21
Good To Me Day Williams Park 21

Free Museum Day 21
Autumn Begins 23
USF SP Meet the Candidates 25
Free Clinic Hunger Free Coliseum 27
Carefest Work Day 28
Kafkasso Concert Palladium 28
Over Rainbow Challenge Grand Central 28
Rosh Hashanah Begins 29

Super Boat Races Clearwater Beach 29
Come Out & Laugh, Hideaway Café 29
Rosh Hashanah 29-30
Fish-A-Thon John's Pass Village 29
Clearwater Beach Super Boat Races 29

OCTOBER
Tampa Bay Food Fight Coliseum 1

No Quarter Led Zeppelin Palladium 2
Tea Dances Resume Coliseum 2

Movie in Straub Park 3
Taste of Grand Central 3
First Friday 4

The Capitol Steps Palladium 5

Walk for A Cure ACC Flora Wylie Park 5
Coliseum Tampa Bay Bridal Show 6
AWAPS Breakfast Albert Whitted 5

SALAMONE

Saturday Morning Market Resumes 5

HONNA Annual Field Day 6
Deadline to Register for Nov. Elections 7
Yom Kippur 8-9
Movie in Straub Park 10
Come Out St Pete Grand Central. 11
SuperHero 5K Run/Walk 12
Guerrilla Art Market Grand Central 12
Walk To End Alzheimers 12
Walk Like MADD 12
Second Saturday Art Walk 12
Second Saturday In Williams Park 12
SPCA Fur Ball Coliseum 12
Columbus Day 14
Indigenous Peoples Day 14
Stone Crab Season Starts 15
Tea Dance Coliseum 16
Movie in Straub Park 17
Clearwater Jazz Holiday 17-20
ltalian Food Truck Rally Whitted 18
SHINE 18-26

Out Of Darkness Fight Suicide Walk 19
Making StridesAgainstBreastCancer 19
Old SE Artistic Enclave Studio Tour 19
Pops In Vinoy Park Florida Orchestra 19
Burn: Morean Arts & Street Party 19
Keep Pinellas Beautiful Cleanup 19

101-2102

John’s Pass Seafood Festival 19-20

Senior Expo Coliseum 22
Movie In Straub Park 24
Florida Orchestra Mahaffey 25
Home Show Tropicana Field 25-27
SPIFFS Folk Festival 25-27
Country Jubilee Heritage Park 26
Takes A Volunteer Village 27
Trunk & Treat Old NE 27
Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast Coliseum 30
Movie In Straub Park 31
Halloween 31
NOVEMBER

Property Tax Bills Mailed 1

First Friday 1

Bungalow Fest Historic Kenwood 2
Beats By The Bay Vinoy Park

Savor St Pete 2-
AWAPS Breakfast Albert Whitted

Day Light Savings Time Ends

City Elections

Family Adoption Picnic

Young Eagles Flights Albert Whitted 9
Second Saturday Art Walk, 5pm 9
Second Saturdays In Williams Park 9
Discover Egmont Key Days 9-10
Brat Blast NE Exchange 10

NV WN WN

RESMAN
METRO
LT
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RANDY WAYNE WHITE’S EXCELLENT ADVENTURES

The former fishing guide rides the tide to success with his best-selling Doc Ford
crime novels and his Doc Ford restaurants - coming to the new St Pete Pier.

By Tom Scherberger
Randy Wayne White spent 13 years

working as a full-time fishing guide

out of Tarpon Bay Marina on Sanibel.
He was on the water 300 days a year
and had more than 3,000 paid charters
when it all came to a sudden halt.

It was 1987 and government regulators
closed Tarpon Bay to power boats. White
found himself suddenly out of work, with
a wife and young kids to support. “So |
wrote a novel,” he says. “It was a great,
yet terrifying opportunity.”

And one that would change his life.

White had already written numerous
freelance  articles  for  national
publications and cranked out 18 crime
novels in his spare time, all of them
quickie books-for-hire under pen names.
“The longest any of these books took
me to write — on an old Underwood
typewriter — was four weeks, always
at night before charters,” he recalls. “It
was frustrating. | wanted to write books
that would sell, but were also literate
and literary.”

Three years after the marina closed,
White published Sanibel Flats, featuring
Doc Ford, a former government agent
turned biologist living on Sanibel.

It was a hit. White would go on to write 24
more Doc Ford crime novels. His books
have not only been New York Times best-
sellers but widely praised for their vivid
descriptions of Florida. He has been
called “a wonderful writer” by the writer
Paul Theroux and “a fine storyteller”
by Peter Matthiessen, the noted Florida
author and fellow fishing guide. White
has won the John D. MacDonald Award
for Literary Excellence, and the Conch
Republic Prize for Literature.

And now White is co-recipient of the

Florida Humanities Council’s 2019
Lifetime Achievement Award. “It still

hasn’t hit me, the enormity of it,” says
White, 69. “My grandchildren will know
it's a big deal. I'm very honored.”

White grew up in Ohio and was working
as a lineman and phone installer in the
Midwest in the early 1970s when he
decided he wanted to be a reporter.
He started calling newspapers in the
South. “No respectable newspaper
would hire someone with no experience
or credentials,” he says. “l didn't go to
college at all. | had nothing.”

Somehow he talked his way into a job
as a copy editor at the Fort Myers News-
Press, even though he was (and still is,
he says) a “terrible speller.” He started
writing feature stories for the paper in his
spare time and soon was given his own
column. He started working part-time as
a fishing guide and eventually quit the
newspaper to be a guide full time.

He kept writing, though, and one day
submitted an unsolicited story to Outside
magazine about a canoe frip from
Pine Island to Key West. The story was
rejected, but the editor liked it enough
to ask him to write about “backcountry
Florida, the Everglades to the Keys.” He
would go on to become a contributing
editor for Outside.

His magazine writing has taken him all
over the world, but Florida remains a
source of endless fascination. “Florida
is just rich and alive,” White says. “I
love roaming the backcountry areas of
Florida and trying to record that original
Florida voice .... If | lived to be 300 |
would never run out of ideas.”

White started writing while living in an
old house on Pine Island, just north of
Sanibel, on land where Calusa Indians
once lived, “a remote place with an
uninterrupted sense of history that
reaches back thousands of years...|
would remind myself that in that precise
intersection people have been telling

stories for at least 4,000 years,” he says.

He still owns the house and visits often,
but his success draws fans who want to
see the cracker house where the famous
writer lives. So he now lives in nearby
Sanibel with his singer-songwriter wife,
Wendy Webb. He has two grown sons,
Lee and Rogan.

By now he has written 50 books and
countless magazine pieces for national
publications and has launched a new
series of young adult fiction. But it's still a
battle every time he sits down to write. “It
never gets easier,” he says. “It's just one
terrifying freaking day after another.”
Still, he writes every day. “Seven days a
week, no matter where | am,” he says.
“Once you get a hold of a storyline, if
you take a break for three or four days
you're in trouble.”

An idea for a story usually starts with a
place and grows from there. “I wish |
could do outlines,” he says. “Rarely do
| know an ending.” His stories feature
adventure, exploration, history and
spirituality. And finely etched, often
quirky characters. “l write lengthy bios
of all the characters,” he says. “l want
to know them better than any reader
will ever know them.” And White is his
toughest critic. He once threw away
33,000 words of a Doc Ford novel.

He's also an adventurer. During the
Mariel boatlift of 1980, White piloted a
55-foot boat to Cuba. He had planned
to pick up the aunt of a Cuban-American
friend but wound up returning with 147
refugees, jammed elbow to elbow.
Another time, he was on an assignment
in Colombia when he met some pepper
growers. He wound up buying peppers
they couldn’t sell to make his own line
of Doc Ford’s hot sauce. The hot sauce
led to another venture: Doc Ford’s Rum
Bar and Grill, a seafood restaurant first
in Sanibel and now with locations in Fort
Myers Beach and Captiva. He figured
getting involved in a restaurant would
be a good way to sell hot sauce. Soon
a fourth location will open in downtown
St. Petersburg. “I have yet to make a cent
on the hot sauce,” he says with a laugh.

With his long sense of history, White is
optimistic about Florida’s future. “Florida
is a liquid creature and it's a very tough
place, very resilient,” he says. “I think
Florida is going to be just fine. | don't
share the apocalyptic view of many
ﬁeople. Florida has survived human
abitation and manipulation for 12,000
years. Florida is a survivor.”

So is White. He has survived every
terrifying day of writing and returned
the next day for more. He's now working
on his 26th Doc Ford mystery. It is set in
Sanibel.

Reprinted with permission of FORUM Magazine and the Florida Humanities Council, www.floridahumanities.org. Photo by Brian Tietz.
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FROM BROKEN BONES TO BLISTERS,
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begins with better care.
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Best Casual 9
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Business g/wzh

4TH AND VINE HAD A F
BABY Elizabeth is back
and with her is her new
baby, Isabella. After a short
maternity leave to have
her first baby, Elizabeth
Swierbinski is back in her
store at 4th & Vine. October
is her One Year anniversary!
To celebrate, she is offering
$5 off any wine purchase
over $30 or $10 off any wine
purchase over $50. Join her
every Thursday as she hosts . =

Wine Tastings from 5-8 pm. Find her in the North Ward School
Building at 327 11th Avenue North or call 400-3975.

DO YOU NEED A SENIOR CONCIERGE? Finding a caring
new home for aging parents or spouse is anything but easy, but
there is no need to do it alone. Certified Senior Advisor Michelle
Cohen will help. She pre-screens caring communities to ensure
they will provide top notch service and attention to your family
member. She will work with you, one-on-one to help you select
the perfect place.

Her referral and placement services are provided at no cost
to you. She works with: independent retirement communities,
assisted living, Alzheimer’s & memory care, in-home care,
respite, out of town relocations, and emergency discharge. Her
relationships are nationwide. Are you worried it is time to make
new living arrangements for an aging loved one? If so, call her at
727-512-0909.

MOBILE SPEKLADIE COMES TO
YOU Do you find there is no time for
optician appointments¢ Here is a new
idea— Mobile Spekladie — a modern-
day solution where “eye” comes to
you. You choose the time and location
of appointments — lunch breaks,
evenings, even weekends at your
home, office or even a coffee shop, it
is your call. This unique service offers
a concierge eye-wear experience for
the on-the-go lens-lover.

Mobile Spekladie is the creation of owner Suzy Rose, a licensed
optician with 15+ years of experience helping patients see and
look great. She understands eye-wear is crucial in your day-to-
day I? , and it says a lot about your personality acting as jewelry
for your r face!

With access to fashionable frames and the flexibility to meet your
schedule, Mobile Spekladie provides a custom-made spectacle
buying experience. The unique, portable service comes with all
the same perks as a traditional optician’s office, but works around
your schedule or low mobility.

Contact Mobile Spekladie today and see just how easy getting
great eyewear can be! Call 727-235-1213, e-mail
spekladie@gmail.com, or visit mobllespekladle weebly.com.

COCO MED SPA This new med spa is opening soon in
the North Ward School House on 4th Street N., in the same
building as Grand Hacienda restaurant. Coco Med Spa is
located on the east corner where Growing Up was located.
First-time clients will receive $50 off their first service! Visit
CocoMedSpa.com.
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is a now spot that lets
you get a blow out and
wine at the same time.
Blair Hiller, a born and
raised St Pete resident,
opened the fashionable
new women’'s hair
salon in late August.

“ have always wanted
to open a blow dry
bar,” Blair says. “Sip
and Dry Blow Bar is the
newest blow dry salon
in the area. We pride
ourselves in offering &
$40 blowouts. It does not matter how long your halr is or the
type of hair you have. Our focus is on wash & style for any
occasion, while you unwind with one of our free beverages.”

Find them at 2210 4th Street North, next to the Athenian Greek
Restaurant. Call 800-2409 for an appointment or just stroll in.
Get more info at SipAndDryBlowBar.com.

NEW GYM The new Movement Sanctuary on 5th Ave North
is excited about their new business, new building, and their
murals. This converted warehouse with over 7,000 square
feet and 35-foot ceilings, is a haven for motion and discovery.
There is an acro-yoga gym with walls covered by dozens of
murals and large format art. They also offer Jiu-Jitsu and
Capoeira classes. They are located near downtown at 950
5th Avenue N.

FIRE AT THE 200 BLOCK OF FIRST STREET N. The fire that
destroyed Karma Juice Bar caused sustained significant damage
to Salon La Ru, D Gallerie, Good Night Moon, Dot Ice Cream
and The Shave Cave. The costs of remediation and replacement
is oo high and Salon La Ru will not reopen. Stylist Rudy Andrews
has relocated to Bayfront Tower Hair Design at 21 Beach Drive
SE on the ground floor. The Shave Cave has returned to the
Sundial. Vladimir’s Collection on the corner was not affected.

SALTAIRE The latest new condo building will be going up
soon in the parking lot just north of The Hilton Hotel. Called
Saltaire, it is being developed by the Kolter Group, who built
the 41-story ONE.

Saltaire will be 34-stories, with 192-units. Prices start af
$900,000 but the four penthouses are priced upwards to $5
million. Construction is scheduled to begin by years end.

Celebrate
with Us
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NEW DENTAL OFFICE — I
Dr. Brian Leeson opened :
a family dental practice
in the new strip center
at 1800 4th Street N, X
across the street from
Sunken Gardens. They
are now open and

raWiLy DENTIBTRY

accepting new patients.
Call for an appointment
at 478-2256 or get
more information at
www.4thStreetFamilyDentistry.com.

CLOSED
ARTISTIC FLOWERS, 3247 4th St. N. moving to Disston Plaza.
VERVE BOUTIQUE, 915 Central Avenue closed.

w AsmstedLmng

L O C a
FREE PLACEMENT SEHUIEE

Allow me to
help you find
a new home

LIEAY for your agin
Michelle Krys Cohen }‘D ging
St Petershurg Senfor

loved one.
Macement Advisor

INDEPENDENT RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES =
ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITIES = ALZHEIMER'S &
MEMORY CARE COMMUNITIES = IN-HOME CARE =

SHORT-TERM RESPITE CARE = EMERGENCY

DISCHARGE = OUT-OF-TOWN RELOCATIONS

727-512-0909

michellec@assistedlivinglocators.com
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Bar & szwmz News

DR. BBQ WINS A
‘BURGER They were
recognized as being
the “New Biz on the
Block” and awarded
¥ a Good ‘Burger by
| the St Pete Chamber
& of Commerce. They
recently  announced
they are offering a
4| bottomless  brunch.
5l They have bottomless

mimosas during
brunch  hours on
Saturdays and

Sundays.  Dr.BBQ's
One Year anniversary
is coming wup in
October. Stay tuned
for  announcements
about a celebration.

HOPS & PROPS STILL OPEN Behind all that construction
fencing, Hops and Props, located next door to the St Pete
Museum of History, is still open. People may not be able to see
them, but now in their fifth year, they are open every day and
evening. Stop in for a cold one at 335 2nd Avenue N.E. and fell
them we sent you. No need to wear a hard hat.

IBERIAN ROOSTER
LAUNCHES FOOD
CONSCIOUS MENU
This downtown
Portuguese fusion
restaurant debuted a
new menu inspired
by the influences of
the lberian Peninsula
during colonial times.
The refined fare features an array of unique Portuguese dishes
and offers gluten-free, vegetarian, and vegan options. A few
of the new menu dishes include the Chimichurri Steak, Shishito
Peppers, Minchi Pot Pie (shown above), Duck Fat Braised Pork
Belly, and Kari Debal.

In the historic Kress Building, the lberian Rooster is located at
475 Central Avenue North #100, St. Petersburg. Visit
www.iberianrooster.com.

CRABBY BILL'S OPENS
1 IN ST. PETE The Crabby
Bill's  Family  Brands
newest venture, Crabby
Bill's Fish Camp, located
at 10316  Roosevelt
Blvd. N. St. Petersburg,
is a family friendly
restaurant offering daily
specials  and  happy
hour. The menu includes
*| seafood with a southern
element, and focuses on
sustainability and  eco-
friendly ingredients. Of
course they have your favorite Crabby classics, along with
some unique twists. Restaurant hours are Monday-Thursday
11am-10pm and Sunday 11am-9 pm. To get in contact, call
727- 202-8954 or visit www.crabbybillsfishcamp.com.
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MIO’S REPLACES MEZE
119 Mio’s Grill and Cafe,
now open in the former Meze
119 location, is a fast-casual
Mediterranean restaurant. They
have many vegetarian options,
but also feature a half pound
cheeseburger  with  melted
mozzarella cheese. They offer
a late-night menu Fridays and
Saturdays from 10pm to 3am.
Find Mio’s at 119 2nd Street
IN., north of Starbucks. Call
727-498-8627.

TROPEZ OPENS This new eatery, in the former spot of Asie,
offers an extensive menu of small plates made for sharing
and a craft cocktail bar. They are open for lunch and dinner
and offer a weekend brunch. See their full menu or book a

reservation at www.eatintropez.com. Find them at 437 Central
Avenue. Call 727-898-4300.

BRASS BOWL ON CENTRAL AVENUE Using only finest
organic ingredients, their menu offers bowls, flatbreads, and
juices. It is a big place with takeout orders in the front and

sit-down orders in the back. Check it out at 654 Central Avenue.

AS THE WORLD »
TURNS When World
Liquors closed, they
had no place for their
iconic spinning globe
sign, so they sold it
at an auction. Mark
Ferguson, owner
of Ferg’s Sport Bar,
bought it for just over
$5,000, which went to
two local charifies. After
a lot of back and forth
with  sign ordinance |
people and the building [§#
department, the sign [
was finally lifted into
place at its new Central
Avenue location - the ==

northeast corner of Ferg’s property.

“The World Liquors giant globe has been a staple on Central
Avenue since 1961, says Ferg. “Now, 58 years later, the
World Globe has been restored and moved to its new home -
hopefully for another 58 years.”

WAFFLES ARE BACK Dotz
St Pete is bringing back their
ever popular Waffle of the
Week. One recent flavor was
The Cheesy Hogg - Chorizo,
bacon, and che c?dor cheese
atop a corn waffle. Stay
tuned to their social media
pages for flavor and theme
announcements as  their
team comes up with them.
Enjoy their weekday happy
hours - 7-9am and 3-6
pm in the restaurant, and
3-7pm at the bar.
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40TH ANNIVERSARY CLEARWATER JAZZ HOLIDAY

Featuring Chicago, Alison Krauss, Boyz Il Men, Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue, Blood, Sweat &
Tears, Yonder Mountain String Band, Robert Randolph & The Family Band, The Soul Rebels & Others!

Celebrating its 40th Anniversary, the Clearwater Jazz
Holiday Presented by HCI Group Inc. is October 17 through
the 20th. The Clearwater Jazz Holiday continues its exciting
collaboration with Ruth Eckerd Hall to bring an amazing
and diverse lineup of headline acts to Clearwater.

Presented in the 20-acre landscaped Coachman Park in
downtown Clearwater overlooking beautiful Clearwater
Harbor and the majestic Memorial Causeway Bridge, the
Jazz Holiday is four days and nights of some of the best
live performances in the world presented to the public. The
visitor experience is complemented by the Clearwater area’s
mild fall weather, miles of world-famous Gulf beaches,
brilliant sunsets, nearby attractions, accommodations and
dining to suit every taste and budget.

One of the longest-running and known events in the country,
the Clearwater Jazz Holiday has presented in concert
multiple luminaries of our generation. The mission of the
Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation is to be the leading
proponent of jazz entertainment and education in Florida
through the annual presentation of a world-class, live music
festival. The Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation, Inc. is a
501c3 organization that has been center-stage for numerous
scholarship and educational activities to benefit the music
students of our community-from the blues-loving beginners
to piano-playing protégés, and everyone in between.

The magic of the Clearwater Jazz Holiday emanates from
its long-time collaboration with the City of Clearwater,
St Petersburg/Clearwater CVB, Ruth Eckerd Hall, and

:-.um:ln_--_i- .'- ~E
Llhrar\r .
. Futns-asu_»_-ntr-_-r

hundreds of volunteers
that orchestrate every |s
chord of the Jazz
Holiday, a celebration
of the most recognized
and emerging national,
regional, and local
artists.  From smooth
and  straight ahead
jozz, to rhythm and
blues, jam band, folk,
Americana, funk,
fusion, and  Latin,
thousands of music
lovers always relish in
a colorful and diverse
musical lineup.

'SI';gl:ﬁ;sg 0215(]'3?28]0\,/:: Cary Stiff, one of the two Jazz
advance. Children 12 Holiday founders holding an
and under are FREE. original shirts from that first music
Limited Reserved festival forty years ago.

Seating and VIP tickets

are also available. For more information about the 40th
Anniversary Clearwater Jazz Holiday Presented by HCI
Group Inc., call the Clearwater Jazz Holiday office at (727)
461-5200, or visit us online at Clearwaterlazz.com or
facebook.com/ClearwaterJazz.

g APTTRERRLAN .
411 1st Ave N., 5t Petersburg

ST. PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWS

Bar ¥ Restanrant News

EL CAP IS BUSINESS
AS USUAL El Cap's
Longtime owner Mary |
Jean Bonfili  passed —
away in  May. Her} £
oncr employees and [RES A S
customers  vowed o [S&
keep things running |&
smoothly while the legal
issues were sorted out.
Turns out, Mary Jean,
shown here many years [
ago, left the restaurant
to her two longtime
managers, Cindy and
Tara. She gave her
beloved horses to her
trainer. Her father-in-law founded the restaurant, famous
for their hamburgers, before she and husband Frank took
is’r over. Now, El Cap is beginning its third life at 3500 4th
treet N.

POPPO’S OPENS IN THE EDGE DISTRICT This small
Mexican restaurant, called Poppo’s Taqueria, is open for
lunch and dinner with tacos, burritos, quesadillas, and more.
See their menu at www.Poppostaqueria.com. Find them on
the north side of Central Avenue at 1033 Central Avenue.

COPA’S REPLACES GENARO’S A new wine bar is under
construction where Genero’s Café was. Copa’s Wine Bar
is expecting to open in September at 1047 Central Avenue.

JAMAICA COMES TO GRAND CENTRAL Calabash
Jamaican Eatery is getting ready to open, next to the new
Pinball Museum at 2319 Central Avenue. They hope to open
any day.

THE BIRCHWOOD HOSTING ARTFUL DINING
Benefiting The St Pete Art Alliance, the Fifth Annual Artful
Five Course Wine Paring Dinner, is October 16. Each serving
throughout the dinner will feature a specially selected estate
wine. Reservations and tickets may be purchased by calling
John Collings at 518-5142 or www.StPeteArtsAlliance.org.

FIRST WATCH OPENS ON 4TH STREET Now with seven
locations in Pinellas County, the newest First Watch is open
at 1345 4th Street N. First Watch, only offering breakfast,
lunch and brunch, is open 7am to 2:30pm. The store has
a nautical theme and the food is excitingly different with
large servings. Last year they won an award as one of the
Best Places to Work. This store opened June 1st. Find them
next to Burger Monger.

MUST WINE LOFT Located in the historical 5th Avenue
Lofts building in downtown St. Petersburg, they are turning
an old laundromat into an updated European-inspired

Wine & Cheese Loft.

CLOSED

Karma Juice Bar, east of Sundial was destroyed in a fire
July 4th and is looking for a new location.

Burger 21 - 3201 4th Street N.

Meze 119 - 119 2nd Street

California Tacos - 1003 4th Street N.

NEWS WANTED If you have news or suggestions

appropriate for this newsletter, let us know by email to
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call at 430-8300.
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RAISING A SOUTHEASTERN GUIDE DOG BREEDER

By Erin Emnett
Mee’r Olivia. She is a Breeder for the Southeastern Guide Dogs, and | am lucky

enough to be her Breeder Host mom. Two years ago, my company, Rogan and

Associates, became aware of the needs of Southeastern Guide Dogs and spent
a day there to determine how we could help fulfill their mission. Since that initial visit,
two of our financial planners, including myself, have become volunteer Breeder Hosts.

A Breeder Host is a volunteer who has a Breeder Dog living in their homes. We take the
dogs to the Southeastern Guide Dog campus as needed for breeding and whelping. As
a host, we donate our time and financially support our dog in order to help Southeastern
Guide Dogs provide guide dogs to people with vision loss and emotional support dogs
to returning veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder and other disabilities.

A guide dog transforms lives. These skilled dogs are smart, fit, and highly trained. For the
first year of their life, they participate in innovative puppy education with expert trainers
in a volunteer’s home. Once they are matched with a visually impaired individual, the
dog and its student spend twenty days on the Southeastern Guide Dogs’ campus training
together. Certified instructors provide students with individualized, hands-on training. All
o, of this is provided at no cost to the individual, but graduates must be financially capable
Olivia of caring for a healthy and active guide dog.

Most of the dogs in the program are Labradors, but Olivia is one of a handful of Golden Retrievers. During her career as
a Breeder, she can have up to four litters of guide dog puppies (male Breeders typically have 6-8 litters). After that, she will
be retired, which usually happens by age six. | will be allowed to officially adopt her then. Until then, Southeastern Guide
Dogs owns Olivia and has guidelines | must follow. They determine her diet, provide wellness exams, and restrict her
activities. She cannot go to a dog park or be exposed to non-neutered male dogs and she must stay within 75 miles of the
Southeastern Guide Dogs campus. Even after | adopt her, she will have eye, health and wellness exams every two years at
the Southeastern Guide Dogs Genetics and Research Center.

Olivia first lived with a Southeastern Guide Dog Puppy Raiser just like the guide dogs,
but she was chosen to be a Breeder because of her superior genetics, excellent health,
and gentle temperament. If she hadn’t been selected to be a Breeder, she would have
gone on to be a guide dog. She will be two years old this October and has not had a
litter yet, but we are hopefully she will have her first one this fall. She will have all her
puppies on campus and after they are born, she will stay there for up to three months. }
Once her puppies are weaned and ready to go live with their own Puppy Raiser, she will |
come home with me.

| was matched with Olivia in March and since then, she has brought much joy and fun as |
our family pet. Even though she was already 15 months old when | brought her home,
she immediately bonded with my family and loves being part of our day-to-day lives
providing lots of doggy kisses. She also enjoys her visits to the Southeastern Guide Dog
campus in Palmetto and staying with all her Breeder friends when needed.

All guide dogs and services are provided free of charge and Southeastern Guide Dogs
receives no government funding. Because of this, they depend on an army of volunteers,
like me, to be able to provide dogs to those in need. In addition to Breeder Hosts, they
need volunteer Puppy Raiser. Puppy Raisers have a team to work with that teaches them
how to raise a future guide or service dog. Other volunteers are “co-raisers” and puppy
sit when raisers are traveling.

If you don’t have the time to devote to being a Puppy Raiser or a Breeder Host, volunteer
opportunities are available on their campus and High School students may obtain Bright
Future hours through their work with the organization. It is expensive to raise these dogs
and provide for their healthcare, so to raise funds they sponsor Walkathons, Pet Parades
and other activities and are always looking for volunteers and participants, too.

They accept cash donations and their Web site lists many items they need. Donating an item is as easy as clicking on

- . the items o?need and buying it directly through
your Amazon account. It will then be delivered
directly to their campus. All donations are tax
deductible.

Campus visitors can enjoy a guided walking
tour that provides an in-depth overview of their

: ‘QSGuthE‘aStern '""l‘i state-of-the-art facilities and a peek at what

happens behind the scenes. The campus is

\ -{ . : 1 uide Dﬂg S located at 4210 77th Street East, Palmetto. For

Olivia and | at the office.

more information, call 941-729-5665 or visit
JL ) - "s_ | www.guidedogs.org.
Some of the Rogan and Associates Financial Planners staff If you would like to talk more about this, feel free

visiting the Southeastern Guide Dog Campus to contact me, Erin Emnett, 727-712-3400, or
erin@roganfinacial.com.
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o[. ANTHONY, ST. ANTHONY, PLERSE
COME AROUND. HELP US FIND THE
ONLY BRYCARE HOSPITAL IN TOWN.
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St. Anthony's Hospital is the only BayCare hospital in St. Petersburg
and is part of a community-owned health system.

Sk e imamy paEtent rivreRe af g

A¥BayCare | 5t;Anthonys




Page 20 ST. PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWS

NATION’S FIRST UNDERWATER VETERANS’ MEMORIAL OPENS

By Pete Magnani

The “Circle of Heroes” officially opened August 5th on the
Veteran's Reef, one of Pinellas County’s forty-two artificial reefs
scattered offshore between St. Pete Beach and Tarpon Springs.
This is the first phase of the Circle with twelve concrete
life-sized statues representing men and women of the United
States Armed Forces. The statues making up Circle of Heroes
were made possible thanks to the generosity of private
businesses, community donors and Pinellas County.

The dedication ceremony, held on boats above the reef,
featured speeches by Congressman Gus Bilirakis, Neysa
Grzywa of Deep Sea Valkryies, and Vietnam Veteran Dave
Miller, who also volunteers at Bay Pines VA Hospital. Dr.
Heyward Mathews, professor of Oceanography and SCUBA
instructor at St. Petersburg College for nearly fifty years, was in
the water wearing full SCUBA gear. He cut the ceremonial red
ribbon that was stretched between two boats to officially open
the memorial. Afterwards, more than 30 divers descended forty
feet into the Gulf of Mexico for the “First Dive” on the Circle of
Heroes site.

The Circle of Heroes
is the brainchild of
Dr.  Mathews. He
g conceived the idea
ten years ago and
has been the driving
force  behind its
completion. Mathews
also co-founded the
Clearwater  Marine
Aquarium and Pinellas
County’s Artificial
Reef Program.

In addition to honoring
those who served,
the monument will
be a destination for
organizations  like the
Arizona based Deep-
Sea Valkyries, which uses
SCUBA as an alternative
therapy for  combat-
wounded veterans. The
statues will also aftract
recreational SCUBA
divers from around the
country.

The project is not complete. Another twelve statues will be
installed in 2020, including one honoring Seaman Apprentice
William Flores, who was killed in 1980 when the USCG Cutter
Blackthorn collided with a tanker and sank in Tampa Bay.

“This underwater exhibit featuring our nation’s heroes will
also help sustain marine life in our Gulf waters by serving
as an artificial reef,” said former Congressman David Jolly,
whose non-profit, Brighter Future Florida, is spearheading the
campaign to complete the memorial. “I also thank my uncle,
Dr. Heyward Mathews, for creating the concept, and for his
dedication to growing the dive community and tourism in our
region,” Jolly added.

In addition to its benefit to veterans and recreational divers, the
Circle will serve as a haven for many types of sea life, from coral
and marine fauna to sharks and Goliath Grouper. Mooring
balls have been installed to prevent the need for boaters to
drop anchors, which could damage the statues. This first-of-
its-kind underwater memorial is located about 10 miles west of
Clearwater Beach.
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OWM News...

WOMEN’S CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

They are holding a September Social Meeting at 400 Beach
Seafood, Thursday, September 19 at 5pm where they will
present their 2020 Grant Awards. The cost is $10. Please
RSVP to Barbara Marshall - Barbara@HTHRelocation.com.
Non-members are welcome to attend. For more information,
visit weestpete.com or call 727-744-9114.

BREAKFAST OPTIMISTS

Kids, aged 6-13, will be treated to a free day of fishing and
will go%ome with their catch, poles and tackle boxes during
the Breakfast Optimists’ Fish-A-Thon. It will be held at Gators
in John's Pass on Saturday, September 29th. They usually host
40-60 kids. Prizes are awarded for biggest, heaviest, cutest,
and ugliest fish. Plus, there is food. Also, plan to attend their
First Fridays on Central Avenue October 4 and November 1.
That is where the money comes from. For more information,
go to www.BreakfastOptimists.org.

HISTORIC OLD NORTHEAST (HONNA)

They have several events over the next few months.
October 6th - Annual Field Day of Fun.
October 27 - Trunk or Treat
December 8 - Annual Holiday Tour of Homes

Contact President Natalie DeVicente at 409-2891. To host
one of their Porch Parties, contact Susan Arsenault, SueAtcp@
aol.com. Get more information at www.honna.org.

EXCHANGE CLUB OF ST. PETERSBURG

Every November, they host a picnic to recognize and honor
families that have adopted hard to place foster children. This
year it will be November 9th. This picnic brings these special
families together for a few hours of fun and fellowship. Club
members provide and serve lunch.

The Club meets on the first and third Thursdays of the
month at the St. Pete Yacht Club. Get more information at
StPeteExchange.portalBuzz.com

KIWANIS CLUB OF ST. PETERSBURG

They are hosting their 6th Annual Fischer-Carr Charity Golf
Tournament on Thursday, November 7, at the St Petersburg
Country Club starting at 1pm. Net proceeds provide Take
Stock in Children Scholarships through the Pinellas Education
Foundation and St. Pete’s Promise for students of low-income
families. Over 340 students have been provided scholarships
by the Kiwanis since 2005. To play, email Bob Byelick at
RByelick@AbbeyAdams.com. Visit SPKiwanis.org.

ST ANTHONY’S FOUNDATION AUXILIARY

The St. Anthony’s Hospital Foundation is holding their annual
Bingo / Fashion Show at The Bayfront Hilton on November
12, beginning at 4pm. Tickets are $65 in advance. There will
be free valet parking. Please RSVP by October 22 to Roseanna
Costa at CO55Starr@AOL.com

ST. PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN.
Oct 9th is their general meeting at the cathedral of St Peter.
Dr Kanika Tomalin is the guest speaker. Wine and nibbles
are sponsored by Suncoast Credit Union.

The next porch party is at Florida Craft Dec. 10th, 6-8pm

The organization, representing residents downtown from 5th
Ave. N to 5th Ave. S including the Edge District, aims to build
a stronger community by bringing neighbors together and
serving as a collective voice for downtown issues.

E-mail President Karen Carmichael, Sunny1015K@Verizon.net.
Membership and event tickets are available at stpetedna.org.
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5TH ANNUAL SUPERHERO 5K

Attention Superheroes! Lace up your running shoes and race
for a cause - to help abused children in need! The Guardian
Ad Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay invites you to the 5th
Annual SuperHero 5K, Walk and Stroller Roll.

Whether you are a competitive runner, a casual walker, or just
love the idea of supporting a wonderful cause, participating in
the Superhero 5k allows you to show your support for abused
and neglected children in Pinellas and Pasco Counties. The
family-friendly, all ages, and abilities event will be Saturday,
October 12, starting and ending at Safety Harbor Municipal
Marina located at 110 Veterans Memorial Lane in Safety
Harbor.

SuperHero costumes are encouraged, but not required.
The race course will run along the beautiful Safety Harbor
waterfront. Registration is preferred in advance for the
SuperHero 5K at www.thesuperhero5k.com.

BRAT BLAST BY THE NORTHEAST EXCHANGE CLUB
The Northeast Exchange Club is hosting this fund-raiser for
Habitat for Humanity November 10 from noon until 6pm at
3 Daughters Brewing, 222 22nd Street S. Tickets are $8 in
advance or $10 the day of and include a Brat, bag of chips, a
beer or soda of your choice, and valuable coupons from local
participating business. Also, enjoy live music, a car show and
games. Tickets may be purchased Online at
eventliveus.com/purchase/event/1178801. Net proceeds will
be used to repair a local veteran’s home through Habitat for
Humanity of Pinellas and West Pasco Counties’ Home Repair
Program.

SAVOR ST PETE

A new to downtown food and wine event is coming to North
Straub Park in November 2-3. It is called Savor St Pete Festival,
but it was previously called “Uncorked” when it was held on
on Clearwater Beach.

This year’s theme is “Arts. Eats. Beats.” Promoter Tammy
Gail explains, “The event showcases the talents of renowned
wine and spirits producers, brew masters, chefs and culinary
personalities to educate, entice, enlighten and entertain you.”
In other words--there will be a lot of food, drink and music.

MOVIES IN NORTH STRAUB PARK

Preserve The Burg is once again hosting free movies in North
Straub Park during October. Movies are every Thursday,
beginning at dark - this year there will be five starting with
October 3 and ending with a scary one on Halloween Night,
October 31. Set up begins at 6pm. Arrive early to enjoy live
music. Bring your own chairs and blankets. Food and drink
will be for sale.

CLEARWATER BEACH SUPER BOAT RACES

Now in its 11th year, the Super Boat Races have a new sponsor,
Hooters! The first race was in 2008, and since, a lot of water
has passed under the hulls of the many speed boats. This year’s
race is Sunday, September 29, with boats on display near
Harborview Marina on September 27-28. Come on down and
see the boats. It is FREE.

JOHN'’S PASS SEAFOOD FESTIVAL

The annual John's Pass Seafood Festival has been moved to a
different weekend. In the past it was always Halloween weekend,
this year it will be one week earlier - October 19-20. It is an
arts and crafts show with lots of fresh seafood to eat. Parking is
difficult, so we recommend taking the Beach Trolley. Get more
information at JohnsPassSeafoodFest.com.
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COUNTRY JUBILEE
A Fall Tradition at Heritage Village

The 41st annual Country Jubilee is back again at Pinellas
County’s Heritage Village, located at 11909 125th St.
N. in Largo, on Saturday, Oct. 26, from 10am to 4pm.
The event is sponsored by the Pinellas County Historical
Society. All proceeds go to support the operation of
Heritage Village. The event offers visitors a wide variety
of crafts; live bluegrass, folk, rock and traditional country
music along with stepping into the past to enjoy old-timey
fun-filled family activities.

Cornucopia of Crafters - More than 85 craft vendors will
sell home-created items, including: candles, soap, doll
clothing, honey, smoked almonds, paintings, photography,
jewelry, stained glass, handmade holiday decorations, and
much more.

Fantastic food - Visitors can choose from pulled pork
sandwiches smoked in the Village’s own smokehouse;
hot dogs, sausages; chicken platters, pizza, Greek dishes;
kettle corn, and more. For dessert — delicious, brownies,
pies and cookies will be available along with many other
choices.

Musical offerings - Bluegrass, folk, Country and many
other styles of musical entertainment will be offered at the
bandstand, starting at 10 am. There will be a Jam Session
10 am to 4 pm in front of the Walsingham House.

Entertainment/Demonstrations - Back by Popular
Demand for the 41st annual Country Jubilee, children will
have an opportunity to build a wooden 210 PWS-Minnow
or a PWS Spritsail from a kit via Seaworthy Small Ships, Inc.
After the construction of the boat the children may sail it
in a small pond near the Boat House. Supplies are limited
so get there early before they sail away. A $2 Donation is
requested for each boat.

At the Train Depot, the Morse Telegraph Club Florida
Chapter will be demonstrating how people communicated
with Morse code. Four Men and Their Trains, a local train
enthusiast club, will run “G” scale model trains all day at
the Train Depot.

Free event parking and free shuttle buses are located at
119th Street between Ulmerton and Walsingham roads.
A cash donation of $5 for adults, 12 years and older, is
suggested for admission. Children under 12 enter free.

CELEBRATING our OME YEAR Anniversary
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Paying for college later will be easier
if wou pay attention now. Mo matter what your
child’s age, it Is never too late to begin - but the
earlier the better, Plaase call me to find out more.

Subscribe to our Podcast -

Investrment Planni
e “Why We Plan®

Education Flanning

Retirement Planning Erin Emnett

Life Planning Financial Planner
RoganFinancial.com erin@roganfinancial.com

CALL 727.712.3400

DISCOVER THE ISLAND 2019

Come to Egmont Key State Park on Saturday, November
9th and Sunday, November 10th and join the Egmont Key
Alliance “Discover the Island” fund-raiser, while you enjoy
one of Tampa Bay’s gems!

The 161-year-old lighthouse is still working to guide ships
into Tampa Bay. Come see its maijestic spiral staircase and
participate in the many activities sure to enlighten all ages.

See Civil War re-enactors, stroll the island on our self-guided
walk with interpretive sites along the way, including nature,
wildlife, military and history. There will be guided walking
tours, a silent auction and a viewing of the lighthouse. There
will be live birds of prey from Boyd Hill Preserve, The Egmont
Shanty Singers, presentations on history and wildlife and a
Florida flag history presentation.

Food, drinks and souvenirs will be available for purchase
on the island. Shuttle ferries will be leaving Fort DeSoto Park
from 9am to 2pm, with the last ferry returning to Fort DeSoto
at 4pm.

Day passes include the ferry: Adults $25, Young Adults 12-
18 $15, Youth 6-11 $10 and 5 and under are free. Tickets
can be purchased at the Bay Pier boarding site starting at
I8:300m. Follow the brown “Egmont Key Ferry” signs to the
ocation.

For more information, visit EgmontKey.info. Look for the
“Discover the Island” link at the left side. If you still need
additional information, call 813-361-7563.

Discover The Island is the 18th annual fund-raiser for the Alliance, a
gOI (c)(3) non-profit, Citizen Support Organization of Egmont Key State
ark.



THE NEW AIRE OF LUXURY

IN DOWNTOWN ST, PETERSBURG
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