
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018 ISSUE 75

Egmont Key has a rich history. The entire key is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Its first lighthouse was built in 1848 and was the 
only lighthouse on the western Gulf Coast of Florida. After being damaged 
by a hurricane in 1848 and again in 1852, the lighthouse was rebuilt in 
1857-58, and remains in service today.                                Continued on page 6

Follow a Belleair 
Family’s Travels

52 Countries in a Year 
page 26

Is Your Sunscreen
 “Reef Safe”?

Find out on page 15

Or Current Resident

Egmont Key’s 
Lighthouse

& Its Keeper

Egmont Key Lighthouse. 190x-. Black & white photoprint. 
State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory. 

Do You Play Pickleball?  
Read how this game got 

its start and where to 
play in Indian Rocks 

on page 17

The Clearwater Ferry’s 
New Dunedin Route

Skip the traffic and enjoy 
a day in Dunedin. Get the 

details on page 11



INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSpage 2

CITY NUMBERS
 CITY HALL 595-2517
 Mon - Fri, 7:30am to 4pm
1507 Bay Palm Blvd 
 www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com 

CITY MANAGER Gregg Mims 595-2517
MAYOR - Cookie Kennedy  
COMMISSIONERS — 
Ed Hoofnagle Vice Mayor 
Phil Wrobel• Phil Hanna • Nick Palomba 
Building Dept: Dan Weigner    517-0404
Planning & Zoning:                  517-0404
Public Services: Dean Scharmen 595-6889
 Mon - Fri, 7am to 3:30pm
Solid Waste/Trash Pickup   595-6889
ELECTRICITY    443-2641
PHONE (RESIDENTIAL) 800-483-4000
PHONE (BUSINESS) 800-483-5000
WATER      464-4000
CABLE (SPECTRUM)  329-5020
--------------------------------------------
IRB LIBRARY                          596-1822
 Mon-Fri 10-5pm, Sat 10-1pm 
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM    593-3861
 Wed - Sat, 10am to 2pm
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.   692-7867
 Joe McCall, President - IRBHome.com 
BEACH ART CENTER  596-4331
 1515 Bay Palm Blvd., Mon-Fri 8:45am to 4pm
POST OFFICE     596-2894
 204 4th Ave. Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30; Sat 9a-12p
IRB ROTARY, Bruce Sobut,  403-4060
 Meets at Jimmy Guana’s every Wed. 7:15AM
ACTION 2000 Julie Hoofnagle 400-6672
 Meets 2nd Mon each month Beach Art Ctr

BEACH FOOD PANTRY               517-2534
 1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm
BEACH THRIFT STORE               596-8868
 Tue & Sat, 10am to 2pm, Thu 5 to 8pm
LITTLE LEAGUE   409-5024
IRB WELCOME CENTER               595-4575
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS                     595-1038
--------------------------------------------
EMERGENCIES:              9-1-1
SHERIFF     NON-EMERGENCIES             582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH                      582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION                  595-1117
-------------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO  464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES  464-3377 
 Karen Seel     464-3278
STATE:
Vacant   727-793-2797
 Republican, District 20
 26133 US Hwy19 N. Ste 201, Clearwater
 Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern   727-395-2512
 Republican, District 66
 8383 Seminole Blvd. Suite B, Seminole
 larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
 Rick.Scott@myflorida.com 
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
 Marco Rubio     202-224-3041
 www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
 www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Charlie Crist . . . . . . . . . . .202-225-5961
 696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete
 www.Crist.House.Gov 

This newsletter is published by 
GRIFFIN PRODUCTIONS, Inc. and is 
mailed to every occupied residence 
in Indian Rocks Beach’s zip code 
33785. We are not associated with 
the City of Indian Rocks Beach.

PUBLISHER
Bob & Becky Griffin
ART DIRECTION

Becky Griffin
SALES

727-430-8300 
CONTACT INFO

P.O. Box 1314
Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785
430-8300 ~ 517-1998 FAX

BeachNewsletters.com
If you are interested in advertising, 

we offer multi-city and annual 
discounts. Ads need to be reserved 

one month in advance. 
E-mail:bob@griffindirectories.com 
or visit beachnewsletters.com for 

more information.
© 2018 Griffin Productions, Inc.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH 
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER 
Inside, you will find articles and 
local information about the nearby 
area. We call it a Neighborhood 
Newsletter because it is primarily 
about your neighborhood, Indian 
Rocks Beach. This newsletter is 
printed every other month and 
mailed to every occupied house in 
the city.
Do you need another copy? Ask for 
them at USA Grocers, CVS Drug 
Store, Beach Welcome Center, City 
Hall, Indian Rocks Beach Library. 
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like 
this issue? What suggestions do you 
have for future articles? Call or email 
us with your comments, or take our 
online survey at beachnewsletters.com.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997 
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN IN
NOVEMBER!

SEPTEMBER
Gekofest Gulfport           1 
College Football Season Begins            1 
Labor Day            3 
Labor Day Schools Closed          3 
City Budget First Public Hearing          4 
Ladies Tea Church Of The Isles           8 
Action 2000 Service Saturday          8
Rosh Hashanah       9-10 
Grandparents Day           9 
Buc’s First Game Miami           9 
Patriots Day         11 
City Commission Meeting         11 
Homeowners Happy Hour                  13 
Clearwater Beach Restaurant Week 14-23
Public Schools Closed         15 
Mobile Collection Largo High             15 
Narrows Park Crocodile Hunter Class 15 
Rock The Ribbon Race                        15 
Speaking of History Heritage Village   16
IRB City Budget Final Public Hearing   18 
Yom Kippur Begins  18-19
Peace Day           21 
Autumn Begins           22 
RCS Annual Gala                              22 
Sheriff’s Annual Golf Tournament       24 
National Coffee Day         29 
Coachman Park Super Boat Races 28-30 

OCTOBER
Fire Prevention Month 
City Occupational Licenses Renew        1 
Calvary Church Blessing Of Animals    7 
Indian Rocks Beach Pub Crawl             6 
SPCA 3k Pet Walk                               6 
Columbus Day     8 
Coffee With A Cop    9 
City Commission Meeting   9 
Homeowners Happy Hour   11 
Oktoberfest On The Beach   13 
Mobile Collection Seminole  13 
Madd Walk Largo  13 
Hispanic Heritage Concert Coachman 14 
Stone Crab Season Starts   15 
Public Schools Closed   15 
National Bosses Day    16 
Planter’s  Luncheon Morton Plant 16 
Clearwater Jazz Holiday   18-21 
Keegan’s Stone Crab Event  19-21 
Chalk Walk Beachwalk  19-21 
Keep Pinellas Beautiful    20 
Clearwater Stone Crab Festivals 26-28 
Hallow-Fest Kolb Park   27 
Country Jubilee     27 
Johns Pass Seafood Festival          27-28 
Kona Windsurfing Challenge        27-31 
National Cat Day                              29 
Halloween         31 

 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

CREDITS
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Did You Know

KONA WINDSURFING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP  
Hosted by the Clearwater Community Sailing Center and 
Sheraton Sand Key, 100 competitors will travel from seven 
different countries to attend the five day race on one design 
Windsurf Boards. The Kona class promotes accessible 
windsurfing through class rules that prioritize simplicity 
and family friendly competition. These low barriers to entry 
and the friendly attitude of the fleet, encourage growth in 
the sport. Look for the fleet to launch off Sheraton Sand 
Key’s beach each morning around 10:30, October 27-31. 
Social events will be at the sailing center in the evening. 
BOOKTOBERFEST Sponsored by Friends of the Indian 
Rocks Beach Library, it will be held at the Indian Rocks 
Beach Library 10am to 3pm, Saturday October 13 during 
Octoberfest on the Beach. Books, Audio Books, CDs, 
DVDs, Book Bags, and more will be on sale in IRB’s only 
bookstore. Library volunteers will be on hand to answer 
questions about the Friends of the Library organization 
and the Indian Rocks Beach Library.  
COUNTRY JUBILEE RETURNS This popular event returns 
on Saturday, October 27th to Heritage Village. The all-day 
country event includes food, music, demonstrations, and 
lots of craft vendors. Vendors interested in displaying and 
selling should call 582-2123 and leave a message. Heritage 
Village is located at 11909  125th Street North, in Largo. 
Visit  PinellasCounty.org/ Heritage for more information. 

SUPER BOAT RACES September 28 - 30, the Clearwater 
Super Boat National Championship will attract world-class 
powerboat racers and thousands of spectators to the shores 
of Clearwater Beach for the tenth year in a row. There will 
be a variety of activities throughout the weekend such as 
the Boat Parade, Baystar Restaurant Group VIP party and a 
concert presented by Hooters. Head to Coachman Park, to 
see the racing teams and boats up close and get autographs 
and photos, while enjoying a variety of local food and beer. 
Proceeds will help fund Tampa Bay Charities, focusing on 
those who strive to make water activities available for all, 
such as the Clearwater Community Sailing Center and 
Sailability Tampa Bay.
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and More...
HURRICANE DAMAGE 
TAX REFUND Did you 
suffer hurricane damage in 
2016 or 2017? Financial 
relief may be on the way. 
Florida passed a law to help 
homesteaded property owners 
that suffered damage from 
the past two years’ hurricanes. 
To qualify, your property must 
have been uninhabitable for 
a minimum of 30 days due to 
one of the three named storms - Hermine, Mathew or Irma. 
Apply for a one-time property tax refund at PCPAO.org 
and select the “Forms/Change of Address” tab, then 
select Application for Abatement of Taxes. Print and sign 
the form and submit it to your Property Appraiser via 
email, fax or in person by March 1, 2019. You must also 
submit proof your property was unlivable, such as with 
utility bills, insurance information or building permits.  
CLEARWATER RESTAURANT WEEK The 9th Annual 
Clearwater Beach Restaurant Week, promoted by the 
Clearwater Beach Chamber of Commerce is September 
14-23. The 10 day-long culinary celebration offers 
“foodies” an opportunity to experience top-notch 
dining or casual cuisine, at all your favorite hot spots, 
but do not hesitate to try somewere new, too! The 
menus from participating restaurants will be listed on 
ClearwaterBeachRestaurantWeek.com just before the 
event’s September 14th start date.  
ROCK THE RIBBON RUN SEPTEMBER 15 This 5K, 
10K and Kids Dash is for the benefit of fighting Prostate 
and Breast Cancer. Register at Rock-the-Ribbon.org and 
get your Pink Shirt! 
INDIAN ROCKS CLEAN UP The City’s next Community 
Clean Up is the week of November 5-7. This is when they 
will pick up large items at the curb. Some exceptions apply. 
Call Public Works if you have any questions.  
WOMENS TEA Mayor Cookie Kennedy is proposing 
holding a Women’s Tea Saturday, November 3rd from 
1 to 3pm. All women living in Indian Rocks Beach are 
invited to participate in what should be a fun afternoon. 
“The intent of the tea is to encourage, mentor, and leave 
the event uplifted and inspired—with a future limitless with 
new connections and friendships,” says Mayor Kennedy. 
The Tea will be held at the Church of the Isles, 200 24th 
Avenue.  Call 596-1038 for more information.  
SAFE BOATING CARDS 
REQUIRED Anyone born after 
January 1, 1988 (30 years old 
or younger) is required to have 
successfully completed an approved 
boating education course, and 
have in their possession a boating 
education ID card, before operating 
a vessel with a motor of 10 HP 
or more in Florida. Safe Boating 
Skills programs are offered by the 
USCG Auxiliary Flotillas in many cities in Pinellas (such as 
Clearwater and St Pete). Call 727-898-1324. 
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN NOVEMBER Read this issue, 
as well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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EGMONT KEY LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER

The small island of Egmont Key in Tampa Bay was named by the British after the Earl of 
Egmont, who at the time was Lord of the Admiralty. Florida became part of the U.S. in 
1821, and with the increase in commerce in the Gulf of Mexico, a lighthouse was built on 

Egmont Key in 1847-1848. The light was first lighted in 1848, but after only 10 years, it was 
so battered by storms that in 1858 it was dismantled. 
A second tower was built in 1857-1858 and lighted in May 1858. This tower was built with 
brick walls more than three feet thick, and stood 87 feet tall including the lamp house. Though 
this tower has survived a century and a half of hurricanes and storms, its lamp house was 
eventually removed and was replaced with a modern beacon light, leaving the tower with a 
rather unusual appearance. Even so, the Egmont Key Lighthouse remains in service to this day.
There have been many lighthouse keepers on Egmont Key since 1858 when the present light 
was put in service, but one stands out as the longest serving keeper. Charles Mortimer Moore, 
born on September 22, 1838 in Connecticut.
His term of service as Keeper spanned 
from 1878 to 1910 which was a few 
years after the Civil War to the Spanish 
American War and the construction of Fort 
Dade. For twenty years he and his family 
were the only residents on the island. He 
had several different jobs in the local area 
- caretaker at Fort Brooke, operating a 
saltworks, and transporting mail to Cedar 
Key. He became Assistant Keeper of the 

Egmont Light in 1877, under Walter S. Burgess. He became Keeper the 
following year. 
Charles was visited in November of 1882 by George O. Shields, who was 
a famous sportsman and author of articles in American Field Magazine. 
He visited Egmont and spent some time there with Charles and described 
him as “an intelligent, kind hearted and hospitable gentleman.” He told 
of a heron rookery on the island and that Charles considered the birds 
his pets. He would not allow them to be shot or disturbed in any way. 
Shields said in the article that on Mullet Key there was a large herd of 
deer and when Charles needed venison for his family he would go there 
to hunt. He had killed 192 deer over a two-year span. Charles invited 
Shields to return in the future for a longer visit.
The Spanish American War brought an end to the solitude of being the 
keeper on the island. First, there came some temporary earthworks on 
the north and south ends of the island, built by the Army as protection 

against potential attack of Tampa by 
the Spanish Navy. There was a dispute with the Army and the Lighthouse Service since the 
northern earthwork was on lighthouse property and permission had not been asked prior to 
construction. Egmont also had a “detention” camp that was established to quarantine the 
soldiers coming back from Cuba as yellow fever was a real threat to public health. 
The war lasted only three months, but Henry Plant, who built the railroad and hotel used by the 
Army during the war, had many friends in Congress and he convinced them that Egmont Key 
should become part of the U.S. Coastal Defense network. So, construction of Fort Dade/Fort 
DeSoto began. Prior to this, the only cleared land was around the keeper’s house, lighthouse 
and the dock. The Army cleared most of the island, built five gun batteries and 70 support 
buildings, and established a small city with 300 soldiers, families and civilian workers. Charles 
lamented that with the arrival of the fort he felt more alone than in the “jungle days.”
The last two years of his service, suffered from throat cancer and reluctantly retired. He died in 
Tampa on November 20, 1910 and he is buried at the Major Adams Cemetery in Bradenton. 
Still accessible only by boat, today Egmont Key, now a state park, has a unique natural and 
cultural history, including the lighthouse that still helps to guide ships into Tampa Bay. A ferry runs 
from Fort De Soto to Egmont Key daily. For information, call the main office at (727) 398-6577.
Come to Egmont Key State Park on Saturday, November 3rd and Sunday, November 4th 
and join the Egmont Key Alliance’s “Discover the Island” fund-raiser while you enjoy one of 
Tampa Bay’s gems! Come see the 160-year-old lighthouse’s majestic spiral staircase and 
participate in the many activities sure to enlighten all ages.
See Civil War re-enactors, stroll the island on self-guided walks with interpretive sites along 
the way including nature, wildlife, military and history. There will be children’s games, a silent 
auction each day and a viewing of the lighthouse. Live music will be by singers performing 
period music and sea shanties. Shuttle ferries will be leaving Fort DeSoto Park from 9 am to 
2pm. Get more information at www.EgmontKey.info or call 813-361-7563

Charles Moore in 
his college days

Unidentified people in front of 
Egmont Key Lighthouse 1925. 
Black & white digital image. 
State Archives of Florida, Florida 
Memory

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Moore Wedding Portrait



INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS page 7



INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSpage 8

THE “IFs” OF IRB REAL ESTATE
If this…then that

By Gordon Obarski, Real Estate Broker Gordon Realty House
“IF” is a word that comes into play fairly 
often in real estate. For instance, last 
year was good for Florida real estate 
but experts couched that success with 
“It could have been better IF Hurricane 
Irma hadn’t happened and IF there was 
more inventory.”
Buyers and sellers each have their own 
distinctive set of IFs.
BUYER’S “IFs”

“IF we had only bid $5,000 more, we might have gotten 
the house we really wanted.”
Making lowball offers on highly sought-after single-
families in IRB is an exercise in futility, since there are only 
10 “good” homes available (listed less than 90 days). 
Then there’s the “beneficial IF,” which heads off buyer’s 
remorse by preventing overpaying beyond appraisal value 
or waiving contingencies buyers may regret later. 
“What IF I buy now and there’s another crash?”
The sheer numbers moving to Florida point to positivity for 
real estate in the foreseeable future. A stream of retiring 
boomers have “homelike” familiarity with our coast from 
having vacationed here and are also attracted to the fact 
that Tampa Bay is 2nd among Florida metros where 
$1 million in retirement lasts the longest (34 years). 
SELLER’S “IFs”
“What IF I had not taken the first offer?”
Often, the first offer turns out to be the best. The most 
eyeballs on a property occurs the first two weeks after 
listing. In this inventory-starved market, there is a 3-month 
pipeline of buyers perched and eagerly awaiting your 
listing, assuming it’s not a “weird” property with limited 
appeal…although even those have a shot of selling now! 
“IF only I had spent my fix-up monies on landscaping 
instead of a pool.”
The return on investment for landscape maintenance is 
100% and it’s 83% for a landscape upgrade. The addition 
of a pool, however, nets you only 43 cents on the dollar at 
closing. (NAR 2018 Remodeling Impact Study)
“Would I have put more profit in my pocket IF I had listed 
with a real estate broker instead of selling my property 
myself?”
According to the National Association of Realtors (NAR), 
only 8% of sellers sold their homes themselves last year…
down from 14% back in 2014. This decline in FSBOs is 
directly attributable to the fact that sellers tend to walk 
away from the closing table with more cash in their pockets 
when a REALTOR® is involved.
Even real estate agents deal with IFs. Like “IF I had only 
moved quicker making my buyer’s offer.” 
In this fast-paced, snooze-and-lose seller’s market, agents 
must be available 24/7 and move like greased lightning! 
And…the agent “IF” still heard most often: “IF there was 
only more inventory.” Well, there’s not…so suck it up, 
Buttercup.
Source: My Florida Regional MLS. REALTOR® is an NAR 
registered trademark.

Real Estate News
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GET DOWN TO HELP OUT 
By Rebecca Geiger
Watching someone in trouble and not knowing what to do 
is one of the worst feelings in the world.  Drowning is one of 
the most traumatic things a person can see. Our instinct is to 
help in any way possible, but it is vital that we help in a way 
that does not put ourselves and the other person in danger.  
A big reason why I became a swim instructor came from 
an incident where my grandmother almost drowned.  My 
mother went to help her, and despite my mother being a 
bigger and stronger person, my grandmother completely 
overpowered her.  I remember watching helplessly as they 
both struggled to survive.  They were in 3’ of water.
If you are ever involved it will be in one of two ways:
1. The victim is away from you and you see them drowning.
2. The victim has a hold on you and is doing everything in 
their power to get to higher ground, which means they are 
climbing you, pushing you under water.
The first situation occurs when you see someone struggling, 
but they are out of reach.  If you are out of reach of the 
victim, the first thing to realize is that due to adrenaline, 
they are immensely powerful.  Even if you are larger and 
stronger, they can and will drag you in and take you down.  
In this case you want to use a pole, noodle, or other float to 
get them close to a side, or in shallower water where they 
can stand.  Once you get them close to a side remember this 
phrase: “Lay down to help out.”  Laying down lowers your 
center of gravity, increases your traction with the ground, 
and allows you to help them without being pulled in yourself.
The second situation is if someone has hold of you while in 

the water and 
is climbing 
you trying 
to reach the 
surface.  The 
primary thing 
to remember 
here is that 
you must 
remain 
conscious in 
order to help.  
The saying I 
use with my
students is “Go down to help out.”  By this I mean, if the 
person is climbing you, they will not continue to hold on 
if you go deep. Once you are down and they have let go, 
swim away from them and resurface.  From a safe distance 
you can use a pole, pool noodle, float, or other device to 
help them get secure.  If you try to fight them for the same 
space above the water, you will both lose.
These tips can and should be taught to children of any age.  
For young children, teach them where the pool pole is and 
how to run and get it while yelling loudly for mom or dad.  
This way they stay away from the person who is in distress; 
yet, are being helpful while continuing to yell for more help. 
I am known as Miss Becca to my students.  I have been 
“Drown Proofing” children and adults for more than 20 
years through private lessons and presentations. Please call 
(813)363-9133 with any questions.
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TAX REFORM AND YOU
by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

The IRS is still mulling over the 
new tax act to provide guidance to 
professionals and taxpayers. There 
are opportunities that do not require 
waiting. Here are a few ideas that 
might apply to your specific situation 
which you should discuss with your 
tax advisor.
First, consider the new law 
doubles the standard deduction to 
$12,000 for singles and $24,000 
for joint filers. Thus, many taxpayers will no longer 
find it beneficial to itemize deductions. You may find it 
advantageous to “bunch” your deductions every other 
year. Instead of paying real estate taxes in each year, pay 
current year taxes in January of next year and then pay 
next year’s in the following December. 
Another way to bunch your deductions is with charitable 
deductions by using the same approach. Contribute to 
your university, place of worship, etc. in a lump sum in 
January for the current year and then make next year’s 
contribution early by paying in December of the same 
year. In each of these two examples you would then use 
the standard deduction in the “off” year.
Further, if you are over age 70 ½ consider using your 
IRA to make charitable contributions by having the IRA 
custodian send the contribution to a qualified charity 
directly. You will not get a deduction, which you might 
not anyway because of the higher standard limits, but 
you will not pay income taxes on the distribution either. 
Thus, there is still a tax savings.
If you find yourself holding stock which has a large 
capital gain and you have an elderly parent, consider 
gifting the stock to your parent with the proviso that 
when they die, the stock will come back to you. If they 
live a year after the gift is made then you will receive a 
step up in basis. If they live less than a year you get it 
back with no step up, but you are no worse off. In the 
alternative, you could have it willed to your children 
if it is less than one year and they will get the step up 
because they were not the donor. Of course, it is no 
longer part of your net worth.
We have other ideas to share and would welcome an 
opportunity to discuss them with you as we offer a no 
obligation one hour consultation. Please give us a call.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chairman and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, info@provise.com

The information herein is general and educational in nature 
and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and 

regulations are complex and are subject to change.

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member 
FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services may be offered through Kestra Advisory 
Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS, or Provise Management Group, 
LLC.  Kestra IS and Kestra AS are affiliated with Provise Management Group, LLC.
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SKIP THE TRAFFIC AND RIDE THE 
CLEARWATER FERRY TO DUNEDIN

Last month, the Clearwater Ferry added a new route connecting 
downtown Clearwater and Dunedin. This is a one-year test period 
recently approved by the City of Dunedin. For now, the Ferry has 
regular service on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
The Clearwater Ferry leaves downtown Clearwater from under 
the Memorial Causeway. If you prefer, you can board the ferry at 
the Clearwater Beach marina and ride to the Clearwater stop first, 
although parking downtown is much easier than at the marina. 
The Dunedin Ferry Terminal is located on a dedicated floating 
dock, immediately in front of the Bon Appetit restaurant. Before 
this project, Dunedin’s city docks were rebuilt converting them all 
to floating docks. This allows an easy on or off for passengers. 
Each trip to or from Dunedin is about 30 minutes. Pricing is 
$8 each way, with a senior and Dunedin resident rate of $6. 
Monthly passes and yearly pass are available. The first trip leaves 
downtown at 11:15am arriving in Dunedin at 11:50. The last trip 
leaves Dunedin at 9:45pm. 
While riding the ferry in itself is fun, there is a lot more to do 
in Dunedin than you might think! The downtown area is very 
walkable with quaint shops, art galleries, a micro-brewery, many 
bars and pubs, and highly rated restaurants. There is even a 
hidden gem of a restaurant right in the marina – Olde Bay Cafe.
The Dunedin Historical Museum is housed in a restored railroad 
station, close to the marina. It contains 2,000 artifacts, 2,500 
photographs, and a library with 200 volumes of local and Florida 
history. Exhibits detail the railroad and citrus industries, our 
pioneering families, Mease Hospital, development of the alligator 
tank used during WWII, and Honeymoon Island.
The Ferry is a perfect way to attend the fun special events hosted 
in Dunedin, and there are many: The Highland Games, Dunedin 
Wines the Blues, Mardi Gras, St. Patrick’s Day parade and others. 
They also host a weekly Friday Farmer’s Market in Pioneer Park 
that is on summer hiatus. It will return in November.
Each Ferry carries twenty-one people. To prevent a long wait, 
all trips are booked on line through their reservation system at 
ClearwaterFerry.com or through their app. That insures you have 
a seat and won’t be left at the dock.
The Ferry’s test phase is meant to test all aspects of the service 
in real life – prices, times, parking, infrastructure and services. If 
demand is high enough, they may purchase a dedicated vessel 
and add more days to the schedule. They are also investigating 
an added stop in Belleair.
The Clearwater Ferry opened in March, 2015 and provides water 
transportation along the Intracoastal waters of Pinellas County 
with stops at the Clearwater Beach Marina, North Clearwater 
Beach, Island Estates, Downtown Clearwater and now Dunedin.



INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSpage 12

XOCHIMEX 
CANTINA 
GRILL A new 
Mexican food 
truck is located 
just across the 
“border” in 
Largo. Located 
behind 688 
Liquors on 
Hamlin Road, 
they prepare the food in the truck, but you can eat inside 
an air conditioned dining area in the nearby building. 
You can also take it home or have it delivered via Uber 
Eats.  The menu offers most Mexican specialties. There 
is no Web site, but you can call 786-436-4067 to place 
your order in advance.  
OLD STEFANO’S BUILDING REOPENING Something 
is finally coming to 2699 Gulf Blvd, at the north end of 
Indian Rocks. Plans call for another Italian Restaurant 
to be called Café Italia. Workers say it will be a small 
intimate restaurant. Look for it to open near the end of the 
year or the beginning of 2019.  
STONE CRAB FESTIVALS Back by popular demand, 
Clearwater Beach’s Stone Crab Festivals will be the week 
of October 25-28, held at Cooters, Palm Pavilion and 
Frenchy’s. Our own Keegan’s Seafood will hold its annual 
Stone Crab Festival October 19-21. 
TOP CHEFS COMPETE PARC’s Fourth Annual Top Chef’s 
will be September 15th  from 6 to 10pm. Participating 
are a few chefs you may know from restaurants nearby 
including Guppy’s, Sheraton Sand Key’s Rusty’s, Outback 
and Bonefish, just to name a few. 
“We are thrilled to be partnering with these incredible 
restaurants again this year,” says Karen Higgins, PARC’s 
President. “Their support helps raise money and awareness 
to PARC’s Culinary Program. The event serves hundreds of 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
throughout the year.”
Top Chef will be held at The Birchwood Hotel, 340 
Beach Drive, St. Petersburg. General admission is $125 
and includes open bar, entrée samplings, and decadent 
desserts. Tickets are available through www.PARC-FL.org. 
Call 341-6962 for more information.  
BACKWATERS BAR CRAWL Backwater’s Annual Trolley 
Trip and Beach Crawl is September 15th. They will leave 
from Backwaters and head for the southern beaches for an 
afternoon of entertainment, food and beverages. Call 727-
517-7383 for more information.
Backwater’s was recently voted Best Happy Hour and 
Best Waterfront Dining in the Bay Area, by the readers of 
Tampa Bay Newspapers.
Find Backwater’s at the south end of The Shoppes of Sand 
Key. Get more details at www.BackWatersSandKey.com. 
BEST BREAKFAST & LUNCH Once again, readers of the 
Tampa Bay Newspapers voted Maggie Mae’s Best Lunch in 
the area. They also won Second Place for Best Breakfast. 
Maggie Mae’s is located in the Bonefish Plaza and the 
Shoppes of Sand Key. At BOTH Maggie Mae’s there is no 
reason to wait - just call ahead and they will put your name 
on the list and give you an estimated time to arrive. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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SALT PUBLIC 
HOUSE 
Owner Aidan 
Bowles thinks 
he finally sees 
the finish line 
in sight and 
if all goes as 
planned, he 
hopes to be 
open by the 
middle of September…just in time for the Bucs/Eagles game. 
Now that most of the big problems  of permits, inspections, 
etc. are behind them, they will start training employees and 
ordering food soon. Keep your eye on their big front doors. 
Find Salt Public at 1309 Gulf Blvd, next to Nexton.         
CLOSED DURING SEPTEMBER As it is a very slow time 
of year, a few Indian Rocks restaurants close during parts of 
September for vacations and maintenance including:
  JD’S Restaurant: September 3rd through 17th. 
  Pajano’s Pizza: September 10th to October 3rd. 
  Cafe de Paris: September 10 to October 2nd.       
NEW RESTAURANTS AT THE PIER The City of St. 
Petersburg plans to have three new restaurants on or near 
the new Pier. Chuck Prather, owner of the Birchwood Inn 
and Birch and Vine on Beach Drive, will develop one of the 
three. Prather has announced he plans to build a five-story 
building containing three distinctly different concepts. 
“I plan to build something that has a tiki-bar concept 
throughout, but more sophisticated,” says Prather. “Something 
with fun drinks and the warmth of the tropics.”
Previously, the city announced Doc Ford’s Rum Bar and Grill, 
a concept based in Ft. Myers Beach / Sanibel will also be built. 
The third restaurant has yet to be announced. All three new 
restaurants along with the Pier, hope to be open on or near 
Labor Day, 2019.         
OUT OF BUSINESS 
CHECKERS - Only the location at the corner of Walsingham 
and Oakhurst Roads, closed August 1st. 
TAIL GATORS - What was Beef-O-Brady’s, then became Tail 
Gators on Walsingham Rd., behind McDonald’s, closed.
VIE’S AT SHIPWATCH.  
TOUCAN’S PIE FACTORY 
Owner Bobbie Barmore has 
been making pies for 27 years, 
but she wants you to know that 
although it is their specialty, 
they make more than Key Lime 
pies. Every day, they make over 
30 different pies and cakes 
including wedding cakes. They 
also offer a fantastic light lunch 
with sandwiches to-go, specialty 
coffees and smoothies. 
On Sundays, enjoy their All 
You Can Eat Brunch, 9am to 
1:30pm. Get a Buy-One, Get-
One-Free Brunch with a copy of 
this newsletter in hand. 
Stop in at 12777 Walsingham Rd, Largo and check them out. 
Visit PiesFlorida.com or call 593-1884.
 

Bar & Restaurant News
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A VISIT FROM THE “SAND MAN” 
By Dan Hummel
The sand being moved 
around on our area 
beaches every day by 
kids with bright colored, 
plastic sand shovels 
and buckets can now 
continue for many years 
thanks to the efforts of Norfolk Dredging, who have been hired
to do a completely different type of sand moving. The Chesapeake, 
Virginia company, is dredging almost two million tons of sand 
from out in the gulf and moving it back onto our local beaches. 
It is all part of a master plan for what is commonly referred to as 
beach nourishment, the artificial process of adding sand to a beach 
for recreational and aesthetic purposes, as well as to provide a 
buffer to coastal erosion. The first U.S beach nourishment project 
was at Coney Island, New York, in the early 1920s. Now it is a 
common shore protection measure for beach communities where 
tourism is a major business and revenue producer. 
The $51.5 million dollar project is 100 percent government 
funded. 78 percent of the cost is borne by the federal government, 
the remaining 22 percent is split between the State and County.  
The massive countywide project began in April, and should be 
completed by year-end.  
From a county perspective, Andy Squires who is the Section 
Manager, Coastal Resources, for the Pinellas County Public Works 
Environmental Management Division, expresses what a massive 
undertaking this project is. “Pinellas County is very appreciative 
of the federal, state, and local funds supporting this collaborative 
team effort led by the Army Corps of Engineers and County as 
the Local Sponsor. The project represents an enormous multi-
year undertaking to design, permit, and finally place sand on the 
beach. The cost may seem high, but is priceless in terms of storm 
protection and tourism.”
Lynn Rives, the City Manager of Belleair Beach, is a big fan of the 
nourishment project. According to Rives, “The dredging company 
did a remarkable job with installation of the new sand in a timely 
manner. The new sand has improved our beach.” He continued, 
“The benefits of beach nourishment come from the wave energy 
dissipation. By creating a wider beach, it reduces the potential 
storm damage to the coastal area and to the upland structures.”
Indian Rocks Mayor Cookie Kennedy says, “The sand, which is 
brought in from the Egmont Shoal off Ft. Desoto, is exceptional for 
this beach renourishment.”
“The contractors worked with wildlife monitors each morning 
making sure the beach was inspected to ensure our wildlife was 
protected. The new sand will combat storms that threaten erosion, 
while safeguarding our coastal properties, and preserving our 
beautiful beach for many years to come,” Kennedy explains.
Some locals have questioned the consequences of this dredging 
on the area’s many sea turtles. However, the website of Sea 
Turtle Conservancy of Gainesville, states when dredging is done 
correctly, and in accordance with all laws to protect sea turtles 
and other natural resources, beach nourishment can add nesting 
habitat where erosion had washed it away.   
Beach erosion is an unstoppable natural event. The balancing act 
for its remediation is keeping the beaches spacious and inviting for 
tourism, while ensuring that the process does not permanently play 
havoc with turtles and other sea life. For beachgoers and residents 
in the affected communities, there is no doubt that the process 
comes with some downside. However, these are but temporary 
inconveniences towards a more permanent improvement. So, as 
the dredging continues, it might be a good idea for all of us to 
keep our heads out of the sand (for now)! 
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WHAT’S IN YOUR SUNSCREEN? 
By Becky Griffin
Everyone that lives in Florida has 
heard it over and over – “Use Your Sun 
Screen.” Because of these countless 
warnings, we have all learned to 
dutifully put on sunscreen when we 
head to the beach or pool. In fact, 
many cosmetics we use every day have 
sunscreen incorporated in them. Now, 
it appears that advice has had some 
unintended consequences. While we 
have been protecting our skin, we 
have been destroying the coral reef’s 
“skin,” worldwide.

Two chemicals, oxybenzone and octinoxate, found in 70% of 
commonly used sunscreens have been found to damage coral 
reefs. Studies have determined these two identified chemicals 
cause bleaching to the coral reefs throughout the world. 
Bleaching occurs because these chemicals cause DNA damage 
to the coral itself and cause coral larvae to die. 
Reefs are vital to the marine ecosystem and supplies essential 
nutrients in the food chain. They also protect coastlines from 
storm and wave damage. Reefs worldwide been undergoing 
global bleaching, and Hawaii alone has reported that more 
than half their reefs were bleached between 2014 and 2015.
The problem with sunscreens, carefully applied by beachgoers, 
is it washes off and spreads throughout the water. Findings 
show even the smallest amount of oxybenzone and octinoxate 
can cause coral to rapidly bleach, and they can stay in the 
water up to two and a half years. Approximately 70% of the 
sunscreens on the market contain these ingredients, including 
Banana Boat, Coppertone, and Neutrogena.

Because of these findings, Hawaii recently banned the sale of 
all sunscreens with these two chemicals, effective 2021. So far, 
Florida has not banned them, but the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Coral Reef Conservation Program 
urges swimmers to use “reef-safe” sunscreens to protect 
Florida’s Reefs.
Some people are now asking “Are these ingredients dangerous to 
humans?” The US Food and Drug Administration has approved 
oxybenzone and octinoxate as active ingredients for sunscreen. 
Some environmental groups claim they may cause hormone 
disruption and allergic reactions. Toxic levels of these chemicals 
have been documented in fish, sea turtle eggs, algae, dolphins, 
oysters, crayfish, mussels, and even human and dolphin breast 
milk. According to the Centers for Disease Control 97% of 
Americans have these chemicals circulating in our bodies. 
You can still protect yourself from the sun, while also protecting 
the reefs. Do not use sunscreens, moisturizers or makeup with 
oxybenzone and octinoxate in the list of ingredients. They may 
also be listed as benzophenone-3 and octyl methoxycinnamate, 
respectively. Look for sunblocks labeled “Reef Safe” containing 
ingredients such as zinc oxide or titanium dioxide, which place 
a physical barrier between your skin and the sun.
Oxybenzone and octinoxate have been detected in waters 
around the world. While you may think they are safe to use 
in your pool, a heavy rain or even a sewage spill after your 
sunscreen was removed in the shower, can cause the chemical 
laden water to flow into our local waters. 
There is a widespread availability of natural mineral sunscreens 
on the market now, please consider choosing safer sunscreens 
for you and our reefs. If you want more information or a list of 
safe products, just Google sunscreen. You might be surprised 
what you learn.
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FOR THE LOVE OF PICKLEBALL
Florida Seniors are playing in ever-greater numbers

             Pickleball. Come on, is that a
               serious sport? In a word: Very.
                  But what a name. Where did
                     it come from? More on
                       that in a minute.
                       First, consider the 
                         game’s prodigious 
  popularity. The Sports 
  and Fitness Industry
         Association, a trade 
           organization, 
                                   estimates up to 
           2.8-million 
people play nationwide. In the Villages, 
a central Florida retirement community, 
thousands play. Pickleball is a genuine 
hometown sport there.
The game’s governing body, the USA 
Pickleball Association (USAPA), conducted 
its annual national championships in 
November 2017. Nearly 1,400 from 42 
states competed.
“Until you start playing, you don’t 
appreciate how addictive it can be,” 
says USAPA spokesman Drew Wathey. 
Pickleball has flourished in Florida, from 
the Panhandle to Palm Beach and beyond. 
USAPA lists more than 30 major centers. 
The Villages of Florida is a stronghold. 
That’s no surprise. The central Florida 
retirement community, with an estimated 
population of 115,000, is renowned for 
its athletes and the variety of sports open 
to them. Think softball, golf, swimming, 
track and field, archery, tennis, and 
polo, for starters. There are many more .
“We even have cheerleaders,” said Glenn 
Kaye, a resident recently inducted into 
the Broward County Sports Hall of Fame, 
honoring his 50 years as a swim coach. 
For two of those years, he coached The 
Villages Aquatic Swim Team. 
John Rohan, The Villages recreation 
director, agrees. “We offer endless 
lifestyle opportunities,” he said. “With 
our weather, residents get to play their 
favorite sport all year long.” 
And then there’s pickleball. “Thousands” 
of the community’s residents play it, 
Rohan said. “We have over 180 courts 
and its growing.” 
Villages resident Dennis Sarlo has been 

playing about 10 years, which coincides 
with the length of his residency in The 
Villages. 
“I never heard of the game until I game 
down here. I just started like anyone else, 
more curious than anything else,” said 
Sarlo, who is 70 and plays every day. 
“It just became so exciting, it’s just a 
fantastic sport!” he said.
Pickleball originated a half-century 
ago on Bainbridge Island, Washington. 
Three dads, including United States 
congressman Joel Pritchard, devised the 
game. The trio wanted to play badminton, 
but couldn’t find the equipment. So they 
improvised with Ping-pong paddles and 
a perforated plastic sphere known to 
generations of Americans as a Wiffle 
Ball. And whack! The game was afoot.
It caught on fast. Friends and neighbors 
of the original three started making their 
own paddles, using jigsaws and plywood. 
They set up courts in their driveways and 
backyards.
Anybody could play. Grandmas took 
on their 9-year-old grandsons. Middle 
aged cousins four times removed got 
reacquainted on the courts. Which, by 
the way, are about half the size of a 
tennis playing area.
Word of mouth spread the news. USAPA 
organized in 1984 to advance the game 
nationally. By 1990, it was being played 
in all 50 states. Curious aerobics devotees 
and hardcore badminton players saw 
this upstart sport in community centers, 
the local YMCAs, and even in phys-ed 
classes. 
They watched the bright yellow orb, 
three inches in diameter, an ounce in 
weight, and still looking like the old-
school Wiffle Ball. It wasn’t long before 
they wanted to smack it.
“The play is pretty mesmerizing at times,” 
Wathey said.
According to 
the USAPA 
w e b s i t e , 
the sport is 
e x p l o d i n g 
wor ldwide. 
International 

clubs are sprouting, and national 
governing bodies have been established 
in Canada and India. There is movement
to introduce youngsters to what has 
been viewed as a retiree’s pastime. 
The game is regarded as not as fast or 
strenuous as tennis, but quick enough to 
keep you moving and requiring laser-
like focus. You don’t have to be a great
athlete to play. Good hand-eye 
coordination and decent footwork are 
helpful. And it doesn’t take long before 
a newcomer can play comfortably.
“I can take a beginner and in 30 minutes 
they are hitting the ball back and forth, 
sustaining a rally,” says Villages’ Pickleball 
instructor Steve Richter. 
It’s also relatively inexpensive to get 
started. You can get a serviceable, new 
paddle for $30 or less (although the best 
models can cost $100 or more). A three 
ball pack might run you 10 bucks.
Oh yes, we were going to discuss the 
pickleball name’s origins. Two narratives 
compete. The most widespread story, 
it was name for Pickles, a cocker 
spaniel belonging to one of the game’s 
founders. But family members said 
Pickles did not arrive until two years 
after Joel Pritchard and friends started 
the game. Joan Pritchard, founder 
Joel’s wife, wrote a newspaper story 
some years ago in which she suggested 
the name came from an aquatic term: 
the pickle boat. 
In the sport of rowing, or crew, that boat 
is usually the slowest in a race. Mrs. 
Pritchard, in humorous fashion, thought 
the early players were reminiscent of 
such a craft.
Whatever the truth, pickleball is great 
name – and those who play today love 
their great game. 

WANT TO GIVE IT A TRY?
The tennis courts at Kolb Park and Brown Park have been 
marked to indicate pickleball and tennis boundaries. 
This fall, the City plans to remove the paddle ball practice 
wall and the shuffle board court on the northwest corner 
of Kolb Park to create another pickleball court. 
If you are interested in playing with your neighbors, call 
IRB resident Diane Flagg at 612-1728. 

By Jon Wilson

This article is reprinted from FORUM, the statewide magazine of the Florida Humanities Council. (www.FloridaHumanities.org)
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SUPERHERO 5K, WALK 
& STROLLER RUN

Attention Superheroes! Lace up your running shoes and race 
for a cause - to help abused children in need! The Guardian Ad 
Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay invites you to the 4th Annual 
SuperHero 5K, Walk and Stroller Roll - October 13th.
Make a difference in the life of an abused or neglected child 
today by participating in the 4th annual SuperHero 5K, hosted 
by The Guardian Ad Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay The 
Guardian Ad Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay. 
Whether you are a competitive runner, a casual walker, or just 
love the idea of supporting a wonderful cause, participating in 
the Superhero 5k allows you to show your support for abused 
and neglected children in Pinellas and Pasco Counties. The 
family-friendly, all ages, and abilities event will be held on 
Saturday, October 13, starting and ending at Nolan’s Pub, 230 
Main Street, Safety Harbor. 
SuperHero costumes are encouraged but, not required. The race 
course will run along the beautiful Safety Harbor waterfront. 
We will kick off at 8:30 a.m. with the 5K Run with carnival 
activities afterwards for runners and families. Awards will be 
given for top qualifiers of the 5K Run. Snacks and water will also 
be provided. A school uniform collection drive will be held to 
benefit the children served by the Guardian ad Litem program. 
The State of Florida requires that the interests of every abused 
and neglected child be represented by a Guardian ad Litem in 
court. These volunteer child advocates provide foster children 
the needed support the system cannot provide. In Pinellas and 
Pasco County those volunteers are part of The Guardian Ad 
Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay, a private 501(c)3 nonprofit 
entity. In Pinellas and Pasco County, there are currently 3,007 
children in foster care and 120 more come into care on average 
each month. Guardian ad Litem Volunteers are the voice of the 
child in court and the child’s best interest is their only interest.  
They are often the only consistent adult in a child’s life and 
they stay with each case until the child is placed in a safe and 
permanent home. The SuperHero 5K will help raise community 
awareness for the more than 5,000 children in Pinellas and 
Pasco Counties who have been removed from their homes by 
no fault of their own.
SuperHero 5K  Advance Registration is preferred. Register at 
www.thesuperhero5k.com. For those runners and walkers who 
are unable to attend the race, a virtual option is available to 
participate:  Register for the Virtual Race at thesuperhero5k.com
Want to volunteer at the Superhero 5k?: Register to volunteer 
at www.thesuperhero5k.com. Sponsorships for this important 
event are still available. Contact Amy Foster (amyf@galf6.org) 
for more information about sponsorship opportunities.

HOW TO READ YOUR HOME INSURANCE POLICY
By Phil Wrobel, Florida Best Quote, 727-584-9999.
Have you ever wondered just what your Homeowners 
Insurance Policy’s figures really mean? As an Insurance 
agent I try to educate my clients as to the contents of their 
policies so they can make the best decision in choosing the 
correct policy.
Coverage “A” Dwelling: The maximum amount your policy 
will pay to rebuild your home.
Coverage “B” Over structures: This covers the structures on 
your property. The most common is a fence, but it also covers 
sheds, gazebos and other structures not attached to your 
home.
Coverage “C” Personal Contents: A rudimentary way to 

explain this is everything that would fall out of your house 
if you were to turn it upside down. Simply put, everything 
that is not permanently attached to the structure. There are 
two choices: replacement cost- replacing at today’s value, or 
actual cash value- replacing at depreciated value.
Coverage “D” Loss of use: Money that your insurance policy 
will pay to cover for living expenses (Rent, food) when your 
home is inhabitable.
There are many more in depth coverages and limits included 
in your policy. To learn more, or if you have questions, please 
call me at 727-584-9999 and I would be happy to review 
your policy to ensure you can make the best decisions and 
have the best policy possible to cover your needs.
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BILL GRAHAM AND THE ROCK & 
ROLL REVOLUTION 

Bill Graham and the Rock & Roll 
Revolution is coming to The Florida 
Holocaust Museum (The FHM) this 
summer! This exhibition explores 
the extraordinary life of renowned 
music promoter Bill Graham 
(1931- 1991) who helped launch 
and promote the careers of 
countless rock & roll artists. Named 
one of the best museum shows of 
2017 by the Chicago Tribune, The 
FHM is proud to present this iconic 
exhibition.

Bill Graham and the Rock & Roll Revolution is the first 
comprehensive retrospective about the life and career of 
renowned music industry impresario Bill Graham. Recognized 
as one of the most influential concert promoters in history, 
Graham launched the careers of countless rock & roll legends 
in the 1960s at his famed Fillmore Auditorium. He conceived 
rock & roll as a powerful force for supporting humanitarian 
causes and was instrumental in the production of milestone 
benefit concerts such as Live Aid (1985) and Human Rights 
Now! (1988). As a promoter and manager, he worked with 
iconic artists including the Grateful Dead, Jefferson Airplane, 
Janis Joplin, Jimi Hendrix, Santana, Fleetwood Mac, the Who, 
Led Zeppelin, the Doors, and the Rolling Stones.
Through memorabilia, photographs, archival concert 
footage, historical and new video interviews, ephemera, and 
psychedelic art, Bill Graham and the Rock & Roll Revolution 
is both a deeply personal reflection on Graham’s life and an 
exploration of how Graham helped transform rock music 
into the immersive, multi-dimensional, and highly lucrative 
phenomenon of rock theater that persists today. Treasured 
photographs and artifacts from Graham’s early life and 
career will be on loan from the Graham family, many on 
view to the public for the first time. Also for the first time ever, 
preparatory drawings and the original artwork of several 
iconic Fillmore concert posters will be on museum display, 
revealing the signature visual styles and creative process of 
poster artists Bonnie MacLean, Wes Wilson, David Singer, 
Greg Irons, and David Byrd.
Bill Graham and the Rock & Roll Revolution also traces the 
indomitable spirit of a man brought to the United States as 
an eleven-year-old Jewish refugee fleeing the Nazis, fueling a 
lifelong passion and advocacy for social justice. This exhibition 
illuminates how Graham’s childhood experiences as a Jewish 
emigrant from Nazi Germany fueled his drive and ingenuity 
as a cultural innovator and advocate for social justice. 
The public will also be able to see, for the first time in more 
than forty years, the original apple barrel that greeted fans 
with fresh apples at the entrance to the Fillmore Auditorium, 
letters and gifts from performers and fans, and remarkable 
live performance and backstage photos from the Fillmore, 
Winterland, Day on the Green, Live Aid, and other Bill 
Graham Presents concerts throughout the era. An installation 
of “The Joshua Light Show”- the trailblazing liquid light show 
conceived in 1967 by multimedia artist Joshua White, which 
served as a backdrop to many Graham-produced shows - will 
be customized by White specifically for the exhibition. It will 
be one of several gallery components designed to evoke the 
sights and sounds of the era.
Bill Graham and the Rock & Roll Revolution opens on August 
18 and will be on display through February 10, 2019 at The 
Florida Holocaust Museum at 55 5th Street S, St. Petersburg. 
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30 YEARS AND 
COUNTING Time flies 
- this month marks Mary 
and Lee Wilkerson 30th 
year of hosting guests on 
Indian Rocks Beach. It all 
began in 1983! 
The Wilkerson’s live in 
Indian Rocks, on Harbor 
Drive North, and they 
own multiple vacation 
properties including: 
Gulf Side Resorts at 
810 Gulf Blvd and 
Sara Seaside across 
from Slyce Pizza. Visit 
GulfsideResorts.com.         

WEIGHT LOSS MOVED Dr. Agnes Green, and Physicians 
Center for Weight Loss, in Belleair Bluffs for about 5 years has 
outgrown their space near City Hall and is moving down the 
street to 2402 West Bay, across from the Venus Restaurant. 
With the move comes a new name, Ageless And Evergreen. 
The phone number is still 216-6632.        
BILTMORE REAL ESTATE EXPANDING With an office across 
the street from CVS in Indian Rocks Beach, Biltmore is adding 
three to five new branches within the next six months including in 
Belleair, Dunedin, Clearwater Beach, St Pete Beach and possibly 
St Petersburg. They are looking for new Realtors and experienced 
brokers. Call owner/broker Jim Mayes at 804-7842.          
BELLEVIEW PLACE Overall, Belleview Place is now 50 
percent sold out and features four model homes: two Carriage 
Home models with private elevators and 2-car garages; and 
two models in the Allamanda mid-rise condominium building 
are open. Residents have already moved into the Carriage 
Homes and the first condominium building, the Allamanda. 
The historic renovations of the Belleview Inn’s 35 guest rooms 
and original lobby are progressing beautifully with porches 
taking shape on the front and rear of the building, and the 
interior renovations making excellent progress. Above is a 
rendering of the lobby. The hotel opening is expected in late 
Fall, but you can already make reservations for December 
and beyond at www.thebelleviewinn.com. 
PLEIN AIR COTTAGE ARTISTS 
They have been busy painting 
and getting ready for their fall art 
show and the debut of Save Our 
Cottages: Artists with a Cause 
documentary, filmed in Indian 
Rocks Beach and Provence, France. 
See the debut November 16 at 
Largo Central Park Performing Art 
Center. Once again, they have 
donated a pointing for the annual 
Indian Rocks Beach Oktoberfest on the Beach silent auction. This 
year’s signature masterpiece – IRB Sun Kissed Cottages - features 
the Scruggs Cottages between 8th and 9th Avenues. Happy 
Birthday to artist Mary Rose who turned 80 last month!         
NEWS WANTED If you have news or suggestions 
appropriate for this newsletter, let us know. Our email is 
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 430-8300. 

Business Briefs
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WILLIAM DEAN 
CHOCOLATES 
FEATURED ON 
TONIGHT SHOW 
About nine years 
ago, William 
Dean  chocolates 
appeared on the 
daytime television 
show “The View” 
as one of Whoopi 
Goldberg’s “Must 

Have” items. Since then, she has continued to give the boxes 
of chocolates as gifts. She ordered ten boxes for the Tony 
Awards and uses them regularly for birthday presents. In 
June, Whoopi’s staff contacted the store about a week before 
she appeared on Jimmy Falon’s The Tonight Show asking for 
a box to give Jimmy while she was on air. They sent a couple 
wooden boxes that included chocolates with her logo on 
them, as well as their signature chocolates. Fallon must have 
been a fan because he order four more boxes. 
The 32 piece box retails for $110. The week after the show, the 
store shipped 10 or 15 extra boxes to people that watched the 
show. They overnight them with lots of gel packs and ice due 
to the summer heat.  
PELICAN GOLF COURSE STATUS Work is continuing. 
“The Grill and Pro Shop buildings construction are 
progressing on schedule,” says Johnny Patronis, 
Supervisor for Triton Building Group LLC. “Work on the 
main clubhouse has also started.”
The property’s owner purchased 1.13 acres just south of 
the golf course that includes an existing house. To connect 
it with the golf course, the city approved giving up a small 
road between them. The Town of Belleair recently approved 
a zoning change for that property, and an expansion to the 
golf course to allow for the addition of enhanced practice 
greens, development of a golf learning center, and the 
addition of two cottages for overnight accommodations 
for members of the club. At this time, the house has been 
removed and the property has been cleared.
The Pelican Golf Course is projected to open in the Spring 
of 2019. Golf play may begin as early as December of 
this year—weather permitting. 
THE ISLAND SURF SHOP SOLD Larry Garrison, owner of 
the Island Surf Shop for the last eleven year, located at 309 
Gulf Blvd (near Slyce Pizza) sold the business to Madeira 
Beach residents, Bob and Shelly. 
Now 41 years old, The Island Surf Shop is one of Indian 
Rocks Beach’s oldest continually operated business. Drop by 
and welcome Bob and Shelly to the neighborhood.  
PURE LIFE SPONSORS EVENT Pure Life Medi-Spa of 
Largo is proud to sponsor the upcoming Hand In The 
Sand Concert at Clearwater Beach’s Grand Wyndham 
Resort on September 15th. This is a fund-raiser for Julie 
Weintraub’s Hands Across The Bay Foundation. 
The concert features Chloe Lowery, a powerful female 
vocalist from New York, who grew up in Harbor Bluffs. 
Tickets are $200 and includes a cocktail reception, sit-
down dinner, silent auction, and a raffle in addition to the 
concert. Get more information at PureLifeMedSpa.com or 
call 595-3400. 

Business Briefs
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ESTATE PLANNING, REAL ESTATE STYLE…
By Tom Smith 
Owner of GHD Construction Services
I’ve mentioned in past articles that investing 
in Florida residential real estate has 
historically increased at a higher rate than 
other personal investments. I thought for 
this article I would quantify that statement 
based upon the historic charts of Florida 
real estate increases over the decades. 
Being a Baby Boomer myself, I thought I 
would start with what Florida home prices 

were in the 1950s. I’m not advocating complicated commercial 
real estate, just a residential home to enjoy and watch increase in 
value over the years.
I’m back on this topic as my wife Linda and I begin planning  our 
estate for the kids and grandkids. Now that we are blessed with a 
grandson (3 year old Cooper, the smartest 3 year old ever!) and 
a granddaughter (9 month old Ellery, now trying to take her first 
step), we began contemplating what we feel is the best way to 
invest our retirement funds for maximum return for both ourselves 
and future generations. Even though Cooper has a larger savings 
account now than the average preschooler (Nene takes him to the 
bank monthly to deposit money and get a lollipop), it still makes 
sense for Linda and I to leave behind good capital in hopes that 
with the proper nurturing and example, they will be able to get off 
to a good start with their education and careers. 
Here’s the actual facts about Florida real estate from historic 
charts. In our Baby Boom decade of the 1950s, the median 
Florida home cost $6,612. Wow, hard to believe! In 2014, the 
median cost of a home was $176,900. Quite a difference. GHD 
Construction Services has single family homes on your lot for as 
low as $279,900, and we are now developing beautiful townhouse 
within walking distance to the beach, land and home, in the 
mid-$400’s. A great opportunity for investment. 

By the way, Cooper likes our furnished model 
in Madeira Beach, and in my deep discussion 
with him, he firmly believes that everybody 
should buy a new home from Papa Tom. 
Easy for a 3-year-old to believe. I’m certain 
that Ellery believes the same, but she just 
doesn’t articulate that yet. On a funny side, 
Cooper picked up this magazine and saw my 
picture in a past issue, and he now believes 
I own the publishing company! Therefore, I 
felt compelled to attach their picture here to 
see what his reaction will be with this issue 
when he sees his and his sister picture in this 
magazine. Of course, I’m just showing off my Grand-Kids. 
However, considering Florida real estate as a great way to invest 
for your estate makes a great deal of sense. The 1950s homes 
that cost less than $7,000 just do not have the selling power to 
appreciate for maximum gain for your estate. And, you get to enjoy 
a home raised to FEMA standards, hurricane resistant, and energy 
efficient, with all of todays “bells & whistles”. Worth considering.
GHD Construction Services, Inc. has constructed 6,500 homes 
since 1971, and has the new 2018 “Key West” Model  Home 
at 239 144th Ave. N, Madeira Beach. If you have any questions 
pertaining to new home construction, feel free to come by the GHD 
model, call at (727) 954-8345, or email to: tweisser@ghdcsi.com. 
Meanwhile, look us up on our web site at www.GHDCoastalHomes.
com.
GHD Construction Services, Inc. has constructed 6,500 homes since 
1971, and has the new 2018 “Key West” Model  Home at 239 144th 
Ave. N, Madeira Beach. If you have any questions pertaining to new 
home construction, feel free to come by the GHD model, call at (727) 
800-6600, or email to: tweisser@ghdcsi.com. Meanwhile, look us up 
on our web site at www.GHDCoastalHomes.com.
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CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
HAS A NEW ORGAN

A new organ was recently installed in Indian Rocks Beach’s Calvary 
Episcopal Church in. And it is a real upgrade. 
“It is like going from a Ford to a Ferrari,” says Calvary’s organist 
and Music Director Matt Burke (shown above on the left.) 
For the last 28 years, their organ, manufactured by Allen, had 122 
keys in two levels, foot pedals and four speakers in the chapel. 
The new, high-tech custom organ, a Viscount UNICO 370, costs 
$60,000 including installation, and has 183 keys in three levels, 
more foot pedals, and twenty-three speakers. “There are nineteen 
speakers in the balcony, two in the choir area, and two up front,” 
Burke explains. In addition, the organ has seventy stops, which 
allows for both pipe organ and orchestral sounds. It is run by a 
computer and has a lot of electronic controls.  
“The biggest difference for the public will be the speakers,” says 
Burke. “Going from four to twenty-three speakers is big! It sounds 
like today’s movie theaters. It is Surround Sound, in a church.”
Burke has been the Calvary’s Music Director for the last four years. 
He is a graduate of Rollins College and assists with musicals at 
Seminole High School. 
The organ was ordered through and installed by Peter Kinzie with the 
Inverness, Florida based Prestige Organs. Kinzie installs and services 
organs all over the Southeast. “I figure I have probably installed over 
200 organs in my time,” he says (shown above on the right.) 
The Episcopal Church is part of the “Anglican” Communion, the 
third largest Christian religion tradition in the world with about 
77 million faithful Christians. “Our identity is based on biblical 
scripture, historical tradition and spiritual reason,” says Father Jon 
Roberts.  “How we worship is highly enhanced with great depth 
and beauty by the use of one instrument, the organ.”
The organ, originally played on a console that distributes sound 
over pipes, emulates the range of diversity of each person’s 
windpipe, that when singing together is harmonious. It has proven 
to be unlike any other instrument in the world. 
“With so many churches turning to acoustics and percussion for 
worship (and even synthesized music) it is good to know a place 
such as Calvary Episcopal Church in Indian Rocks Beach continues 
to utilize this ancient accompaniment to express our thoughts and 
feelings through community singing,” adds Father Jon. 
He goes on to say, “Our rich expression of traditional hymns, 
played through the beauty of a musical organ, such as the one 
recently installed, gives us meaning to our lives and points us to a 
heavenly place.” 
The organ is used for Sunday sermons at 8 and 10am, with the 
choir performing at the later service and other special events. 
Calvary celebrates its “new arrival” with a special concert on 
November 11 by the globally acclaimed Astralis Chamber 
Ensemble, featuring flute, violin, cello and the new organ. 
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DRINKING ON THE BEACH
The Truth about Sand & Alcohol
As the popular Kenny Chesney song goes…

 “The sun and the sand, 
   And a drink in my hand with no bottom, 
   And no shoes, no shirt, and no problems.” 

But, “hold on” swigging those favorite 
spirits when visiting most of our 
area beaches. From Clearwater to 

Pass-a-Grille, consumption of alcoholic 
beverages is only permitted on a few 
local beaches. And, those scarce alcohol 
friendly exceptions still harbor a sizable 
list of restrictions. 
Not surprisingly, properly permitted 
hotels and restaurants with a beach 
front presence in all of these locales are 
allowed to sell alcohol on a regular basis 
to their many patrons.  
Why all the fuss? It seems rather harmless 
if a person wishes to have a beer or sip 
on the alcoholic beverage of their choice 
while soaking up a few rays or viewing 
the beautiful sunsets on the Gulf. Well, 
the answers vary from keeping the 
beaches clean, safe, and family friendly 
to avoiding those unruly social gatherings 
of large groups that party to the extreme. 
Some cities are more lenient than others 
about drinking on their sand. Many will 
unofficially turn their heads if you are not 
making it too visible, or acting out of line. 
However, please note that you cannot 
refer to this article as your defense!  
CLEARWATER BEACH AND SAND KEY BEACH: 
On the Frequently Asked Questions 
section of the Clearwater Police 
Department’s website, it reads, “The 
consumption of alcoholic beverages is not 
allowed on our beaches”. The popular 
beach bars of Shephard’s, Frenchy’s, 
Palm Pavilion, and the Sheraton Sand 
Key are Clearwater exceptions. 
BELLEAIR BEACH: Nearby at Belleair Beach, 
under the title of Beach No Nos on 
their city’s web page, language clearly 
spells out that “a person shall not enter 
upon any beach while such person is in 
possession of any alcoholic beverage, or 
consume any alcoholic beverage”. Now 
that’s pretty clear.
INDIAN ROCKS & INDIAN SHORES BEACHES: 
Moving south, similar rules exist against 
spirits on the beaches at both Indian 
Rocks and Indian Shores. Both towns have 
specific language in their ordinances that 
prohibit any alcoholic consumption on 
their shorelines. 

THE TOWN OF REDINGTON SHORES:  They are 
even more direct with their prohibition 
writing, “No alcoholic beverages allowed 
on beach”. No room for an interpretation 
error here.
NORTH REDINGTON BEACH: This city spells out 
their policy in more tedious detail. “It shall 
be unlawful for any person to possess an 
unsealed or opened container or can or 
cup of alcoholic beverages or to consume 
or drink or taste any alcoholic beverage 
on or in or afloat upon or on any beach 
bordering the Gulf of Mexico or Boca Ciega 
Bay.”  Whew! Simply put, no alcohol here.  
REDINGTON BEACH: Continuing on our trip 
down the beaches, we have reach the town 
of Redington Beach where there are NO 
ordinances prohibiting drinking on their 
beaches. According to a spokesperson 
at City Hall, you are permitted to drink 
alcohol (in moderation) at the beaches in 
the town of Redington Beach. Finally, the 
drought is over! 
MADEIRA BEACH: Nearby city of Madeira 
Beach, has taken the initiative within their 
regulations to actually include permission 
“to consume alcoholic beverages on the 
beach, but not in glass containers” with 
just a few exceptions.

TREASURE ISLAND BEACH: If your travels take 
you further south, drinking is allowed on 
Treasure Island, except in Sunset Beach, the 
small strip of sand south of Treasure Island. 
However, ironically, alcohol is allowed at 
Caddy’s Beach Bar, located in the middle 
of Sunset Beach, because Caddy’s owns the 
beach to the waterline, and can legally allow 
drinking behind his property. Additionally, 
drinking is permitted at the popular beach 
bars at the Bilmar, Thunderbird, and Sloppy 
Joe’s. I suggest a visit to Treasure Island’s 
website to familiarize yourself with their 
rules. You wouldn’t want to get caught with 
a cold one on the wrong parcel of land.
ST. PETE BEACH & PASS-A-GRILL: And finally, 
on St. Pete and Pass-a-Grill beaches, 
alcohol is only allowed to be sold to 
registered hotel guests with wrist bands in 
cabana areas. The most popular larger 
hotels on the beach include Cabana Bar, 
Harry’s, Jimmy B’s, Rum Runners and the 
Undertow. Alcohol is completely banned 
on all other public areas of the beach.
Hopefully, this will help you plan your 
next beach visit. For the most part, it 
looks like (with a few exceptions) that soft 
drinks and bottled water should be your 
beverages of choice. . .  Cheers! 

BEACH  ALCOHOL ALLOWED? BEACH  CITY/WEBSITE

Clearwater Beach No clearwaterpolice.org

Sand Key Beach No clearwaterpolice.org

Belleair Beach No cityofbelleairbeach.com 

Indian Rocks Beach No indian-rocks-beach.com

Indian Shores Beach No myindianshores.com

Redington Shores Beach No townofredingtonshores.com 

North Redington Beach No townofnorthredingtonbeach.com

Redington Beach  Yes* townofredingtonbeach.com     

Madeira Beach  Yes* madeirabeachfl.gov

Treasure Island Beach  Yes* mytreasureisland.org 

Sunset Beach (TI)    No** mytreasureisland.org

St. Pete Beach No stpetebeach.org

Pass-a-Grille Beach No stpetebeach.org
  *You are encouraged to visit each city/town website, or call for all exceptions and details.
  **Except for Caddy’s Waterfront Bar.

By Dan Hummel
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WE ARE THE TRAVEL TRIBE FAMILY - PART ONE
Where in the world are we off to next? 

By Cassie Berger, Belleair resident
We’re just your average family, who is choosing to live a 
not so average life. We decided to leave everything for 
an adventure around the world. Now we are the Travel 
Tribe; Tyler (26), Cassie (25), Preston (4), and Penelope (10 
months). We plan to visit 52 countries in 52 weeks for one 
full year of nonstop travel.
This crazy idea came about after our December 2017 travels. 
Three weeks, two countries, five cities. Our first adventure set 
off the travel bug. I came home to our dream house that 
we bought just one year ago, and all I wanted to do was 
leave and go travel! So I suggested to my husband, we have 
one year before Preston starts kindergarten, it’s now or in 
20 years when the kids are out of school. Surprisingly he 
agreed. He owns several businesses and can work anywhere 
so we will be living off of his income. We aim to make Travel 
Tribe self-fueling by working with sponsors and advertising 
their accommodations, gear, flights, and experiences.
Months and months of research and preparation have gone 
into making this happen. On average I pay $150 for all 4 of 
us to fly one way within Europe. Google Flights is the best! 
Check our Instagram for tips on how to use Google Flights 
(@traveltribefamily). For accommodations we use Airbnb. 
You can find accommodations for all price ranges in all 
countries. Some cities are more expensive than others, but 
some are also surprisingly cheap. Our budget is $70 or less 
a night. For transportation, we plan on either public transit or 
walking. We purchased travelers medical insurance through 
TravelGuard, and visited our local health department to get 
our necessary immunizations.

The last thing to 
get in order (and 
hardest) was our 
luggage. We ended 
up with two large 
rolling suitcases, two 
backpacks, one single 
stroller, and one 
infant car seat.
We are looking 
forward to meeting 
new friends, eating 
delicious local 
delicacies, seeing 
historic sites, and 
finding a way to 
make the world a better place. We plan on participating in 
service projects throughout the year and are also working 
on a Travel Tribe bracelet; each bracelet purchased will 
feed a child in South America for 1 month.
We took off July 23rd! Check out where we’ve been and our 
upcoming itinerary:
  USA - London, UK
  London, UK - Toulouse, France
  Toulouse, France - Prague, Czech Republic
Welcome to our family adventure. Where in the world are 
we off to next? Follow us on our journey:
   Instagram @traveltribefamily | Facebook @traveltribefamily
 Twitter @traveltribefam  |  TravelTribeFamily.Com
 youtu.be/5VmAcYgasmU
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WITH RECENT CHANGES, DO YOU 
KNOW YOUR FLOOD ZONE? 

By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
If you’ve looked at the news in the last few 
months you’ve probably seen areas in the 
mid-Atlantic region devastated by flood 
waters. The catastrophic images of flooded 
homes and businesses are only eclipsed by 
the images of the people who lost everything, 
including loved ones.
Flooding is devastating and flooding can 
happen anywhere it rains. As we all know, 
it rains here in Pinellas County. But what you 
may not know is that it takes just one downpour to create the 
devastating flooding we’ve seen on the news.
To be clear, flood zones are different from evacuation zones. 
You should find out your risk for flooding and know your 
evacuation zone in the event of a tropical storm or hurricane.
In both cases, your best protection against the financial 
devastation of flooding is to purchase flood insurance. If you 
have a federally-backed mortgage and live in a high risk area 
known as a Special Flood Hazard Area, then you must carry a 
flood insurance policy on your property. Even if you don’t live 
in one of these areas, we all live in a flood zone.
In addition, you might know your flood zone, but what you 
might not know is that your flood zone may have changed.
Recently, the Federal Emergency Management Administration 
(FEMA) announced the release of updated, digital flood hazard 
maps that show the extent to which areas throughout the county 
are at risk for flooding. The new preliminary Flood Insurance 
Rate Map (FIRM) is based on updated coastal modeling and 
shows flood hazards more accurately than older maps.
FIRMs indicate whether properties are in areas of high, 
moderate or low flood risk. In reviewing the new Pinellas 
County FIRM, you may find that your risk is higher or lower 
than you thought. If the risk level for a property changes, so 
may the requirement to carry flood insurance.
The updated flood map allows you to make better financial 
decisions about protecting yourself and your property. The map 
also helps community officials, engineers, builders and others 
make important determinations about where and how new 
structures and developments should be built, making Pinellas 
County a safer place to live.
The updated FIRM is still preliminary and hasn’t yet been 
officially adopted. Pinellas County staff are currently reviewing 
the maps and will provide feedback to FEMA, as needed. 
Once the maps are adopted, your flood insurance requirements 
and rates may change. To ensure that all residents and business 
owners understand the map change process and are aware of 
their options, public meetings will be scheduled in the coming 
months so that you can view the new maps, understand how 
your property may be affected and learn more about financial 
steps that you may need to take to protect your investment.
I encourage you to view the preliminary map on the online Flood 
Map Information Service found at www.pinellascounty.org/
flooding. If you have questions about the map service or how 
these changes affect you, you can call the Flood Information 
Services hotline at (727) 464-8900. Property owners within 
municipal boundaries should call their city.
I also encourage you to purchase flood insurance to protect 
your home and business. It’s the best way to ensure your family 
is financially protected.
As always, please send me any of your comments or concerns. 
You can email me at kseel@pinellascounty.org.
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Organizational News...
COMMUNITY GARDEN
Submitted by Trish Burch, Community Garden Volunteer Coordinator 
The summer heat will be easing soon, and it will be time to get 
ready for the Fall growing season. This is a great time of year 
for growing vegetables that thrive in balmy autumn weather. 
What to plant in September and October? Try beets, broccoli, 
Brussel sprouts, tomatoes, eggplants, or peppers, just to name 
a few. Want more information? There’s an app for that! It’s 
the “Florida Fresh” app provided by the University of Florida 
IFAS available on ITunes and Google. Simply enter your ZIP 
code and the app will tell you what vegetables to plant at 
that particular time of year. You can also find out about the 
seasonal availability of Florida-grown produce. 
To get the Community Garden going with the fall growing 
season we will be having two “renew and replant” sessions. 
This is when members get together to clean out Earthboxes, 
add new soil and fertilizer, and plant fall crops. Volunteer 
coordinator Trish Burch will be on hand to provide advice and 
encouragement. She will also demonstrate tips on growing 
vegetables from seed. The planned dates and times are:
  • Saturday, September 15, 9 am to noon
  • Sunday, October 7, 2 to 4 pm.
All members please come to at least one of these sessions so 
we can have the garden looking its best and get a good start 
on the fall growing season.
ACTION 2000 INDIAN ROCKS BEACH (A2K)
Submitted by Julie Hoofnagle 
County Park Beautification Project IRB Action 2000 (A2K) is 
back at the IRB County Park with a Beautification Project on 
September 8th from 9am to 11am. The County Park is located 
between 17th & 18th Avenues along Gulf Blvd. Our project 
partners include the City of Indian Rocks Beach, Keep Pinellas 
Beautiful, IRB Chairs and Kona Ice. To volunteer please email 
Julie Hoofnagle at julie@irbaction2000.com. 
A2K Honored We are pleased and honored to announce 
that A2K was the recipient of the Keep Pinellas Beautiful 
“Outstanding Environmental Partner” award for the 
beautification project at the County Park. The second phase 
of the County Park Project is slated for September 8th. 
Oktoberfest on the Beach Mark your calendars. The A2K 17th 
annual Oktoberfest on the Beach will be held on October 13th 
from 9am to 11am at Kolb Park. This beachy version of the 
German tradition has become one of the premiere festivals 
in Indian Rocks Beach. All funds go back into the community. 
This free festival includes fun activities for the kids, a stein 
carrying contest and keg toss for the adults, a silent auction 
and a 50/50 raffle. Featuring live entertainment ranging from 
traditional polka to pop and contemporary, arts and craft 
booths, a great variety of food and of course, lots of beer – 
this is an event you won’t want to miss. 
Want to be a part of this event that reaches over 5000 visitors? 
We are still seeking sponsors, silent auction donations and 
volunteers. Learn more at www.oktoberfestonthebeach.com 
and our Facebook page OktoberfestIndianRocksBeach. 
Monthly Meeting We invite you to join us for our next meeting 
on Monday, September 10th at 6:30pm at the Beach Art Center. 
Learn how you can help to preserve and beautify Indian Rocks 
Beach and enjoy a fun, meaningful way to make new friends. 
For more information check out our website at 
irbaction2000.com and visit us on Facebook at Action2000IRB.

FRIENDS OF IRB DOG PARK
Submitted by Wendell Schott 
It’s been a summer of maintenance work at our best friend’s 
favorite hangout. After having the IRB dog park closed for 
almost a month, it reopened with a new policy. To keep the 
area in good shape, the City determined that they need to 
have the park closed not just for the insecticide treatment but 
every Thursday on a permanent basis. Notices were posted 
at both entrances to inform the public (and the pooches) of 
this change. Dean Scharmen of IRB Public Services stated that 
there will be “a variety of maintenance activities. The (area) is 
a combination of turfs and weeds - Florida Blend - which fills 
in the bare areas.” 
As a courtesy, if you report a lost community canine to the City, 
they will let me know and I can post the information on the 
bulletin board in the park. Please give specific details (breed, 
name, size, etc.) including where “Fido” was last seen. A photo 
would be helpful. Happy Tails To You!  
PINELLAS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
“Speaking of History” is a lecture series sponsored by the Pinellas 
County Historical Society and presented by Heritage Village 
covering topics pertaining to Pinellas County and Florida history, 
culture, and of course heritage! Enjoy a Q&A with the presenter 
and light refreshments available after each program.
September 16, 2018 at 2pm in the Pinellas Room at Heritage 
Village, Rick Moock will present: “All the Hits of the ‘60s: Popular 
Music of the Civil War” Rick Moock, a performer for 35 years 
with the national touring and recording 97th Regimental String 
Band, will talk about songs soldiers sang in camp and on the 
battlefield. Recorded excerpts will accompany the lecture. Free 
to the public, but donations are appreciated.
CLEARWATER/ST. PETERSBURG SKI & SPORTS CLUB
Pinellas County’s only snow ski club, kicked off their 2018-
19 season. With trips planned to Copper Colorado, Big Sky 
Montana, Snowmass Colorado, Whitefish Montana and Park 
City Utah, there will be trips all season long including Spring 
Break. Trips are for all levels of skiers at various price ranges. 
They will also head to New Zealand and Australia for a not to 
be missed adventure trip of a lifetime.
Details about the club’s trips, social events, and the Winter 
Sports Clinic can be found at www.snowshark.org or on their 
Facebook page. They will hold a monthly social at Mikes 
Pizza & Deli Station, 13560 49 St in Clearwater at 6:30pm on 
September 11,  October 9, and  November 13.
PEACE LOVE UKULELE GROUP             
This new community group recently organized from a 
suggestion on the Nextdoor Ap. They began by meeting 
weekly on the beach for fellowship and to play music. With the 
summer heat, they have moved their weekly meetings to the 
Belleair Coffee Company in Belleair Bluffs Shopping Center 
on Tuesdays from 5-7pm. They hope to have beach sessions 
again soon.
Starting in August, they began meeting the second Tuesday of 
the month at the Indian Rocks Beach Library from 5-6pm for an 
introduction to the Ukulele. The next class is  Sept.11. It is free 
and open to all ages. The monthly sessions are to help those 
interested in learning the basics of tuning and practice and 
sharing easy music, strumming patterns and having an overall 
good time. For more information, contact the Librarian Lee at 
727-596-1822 or Deborah  at Deb@deborahthepainter.com.
Follow them on Facebook Beach Ukulele IRB or at 
www.beachukuleleirb.com.
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Organizational News...
IRB HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
Submitted by Joe McCall
IRB Community Socials continue at the following restaurants: 
• September 13th – Guppy’s on the Beach
• October 11th – Aqua Prime Seafood & Steaks Restaurant 
These FREE Happy Hours are from 6-7:30pm and are held on 
the second Thursday of each month. Visit www.IRBhome.com or 
our Facebook page for details.
Indian Rocks Beach Pub Crawl – sponsored by Plumlee Gulf 
Beach Realty, on Saturday, October 6th from 4 to 10pm. Dress 
in your best Hippie costume and celebrate 1968 - 50 years 
later in downtown Indian Rocks Beach! Advance registration is 
open now for $20 per person or $25 on the day of the crawl, 
online at www.IRBhome.com or download the registration form 
and mail to address on the form. On crawl day pick up your 
wristband/registration packet between 3 and 6pm at Plumlee 
Realty located at 417 1st Street, Indian Rocks Beach. Visit all 
pubs in downtown IRB including Plumlee Registration, JD’s, 
PJ’s Oyster Bar, Crabby Bill’s, Jimmy Guana’s, Aqua Prime and 
LuLu’s Oyster Bar. There will be a raffle, a 50/50 drawing. For 
all Hippies young and old there will be a Hippie costume contest 
and awards party at Crabby Bill’s Loading Dock at 9pm. Must 
be present to WIN! Visit all pubs for great drink specials and 
you will be entered in the raffle for $350 in gift certificates. For 
additional details visit irbhome.com or
facebook.com/IRBHomeowners 
Spooktacular Home Awards - Residents will have an 
opportunity to show off their decorating skills. We will be 
holding Spooktacular Home Awards again this Fall with the 
best decorated Halloween House. Homes must be entered by 
October 10th and voting will take place between Oct. 14th – 
Nov. 6th. Plans are in the works so keep checking our website 
for more details. 
Taste of IRB - sponsored by C21 Beggins, November 10th from 
3 to 9pm at Chic-a-Si Park. Once again more than 20 local 
restaurants will be offering their specialties while you mingle 
with friends and neighbors listening to live music.
WEST PINELLAS LITTLE LEAGUE
Submitted by Michael Wright
We are gearing up for a great Fall Season, if you are not already 
registered - register now! We are really close to having at least 2 
teams at every division (it’s been a while since we could say that!) 
and a lot of familiar names haven’t registered yet, please register 
instead of waiting for the last day at: WestPinellasLittleLeague.org
Exciting News: 
• Our Double A Division will use spring loaded pitching machines! 
• Upgraded uniforms for all divisions above T Ball! 
• Subscribe to our calendar via our Events page at 
   WestPinellasLittleLeague.org to stay up to date on all Events! 
Upcoming dates: 
• Player Evaluations (9/1/18 10:00 am) - all players 8 and up
   need to attend. Come with your gear and something to drink 
• Week of 9/3/18 - Practices will begin • Weekend of 9/14 - 
  Games begin, this is tentative and as of now this is the plan 
• Opening Ceremonies & Team Pictures (9/15/18 6:30 pm) - we
   will have food trucks on hand again!
Because of the number of registrations, we likely need more 
coaches. To help, email at info@westpinellaslittleleague.org. We 
are also excited to announce all of the outfield sign spots are sold 
out! This amazing support allows us to really get exciting changes 
in place and upgrades all around West Pinellas.! We do have 
a couple of Team Sponsorships available, if you are interested 
please email info@westpinellaslittleleague.org.

BEACH ART CENTER
Submitted by Marjorie Meier-Belt
The Beach Art Center has been buzzing with activity throughout 
the summer. Our Creative Kids Camp was a great success. 
Classes and workshops for adults have been ongoing, along 
with plenty of time for artists to be creative in Open Studio hours. 
Our gift shop has provided tourists and locals alike with that 
special one-of-a-kind memory to take home or give as a gift. 
We will continue our activity with regular and special classes 
and our popular “Art on the Rocks” events – these are evenings 
of creative fun, where you can join in, bring some snacks and a 
drink, meet friends and leave with a finished piece of art. Lots of 
enjoyment, even if you haven’t been creative since kindergarten!
Program Director, Roberta Romeo reminds us to keep checking 
the website as classes kick off in September and October. We 
will be offering Oil, Watercolor, Acrylic, Mixed Media, Jewelry 
Making, Journaling, Three-Dimensional Art and Pottery.
Roberta also reminds artists to mark their calendars for 
internationally renowned artists holding workshops at the Beach 
Art Center. In October: Björn Bernström and Margaret Baylis, 
in November: Terry Denson, in January: Tom Lynch, in March: 
Carl Dalio and John Clayton. Don’t miss these opportunities 
to learn from today’s Masters. Dates will be listed soon on our 
website and on social media.
Our Gallery Shows have been popular this season – we invite 
you to the Art Center to view the current show, “Under the 
Summer Moon.” Please feel free to stop by and have a look 
during our business hours.
Our next show will be devoted to two professional artists from 
the Tampa Bay Area with ties to Indian Rocks Beach: Jack Casey 
and Bruce Ferguson. The title is “The Panel Painters: Local Boys 
do Good” and will include paintings and sculpture. It will be 
on view from September 5 to September 19, with the public 
reception on September 7, from 6-8 pm at the Art Center.
Following these, Lynda Hamlett, our Head of Shows, would like 
to announce the following art show events: 
  “Essence of Nature” Show runs October 1st - November
    2nd. Reception is Friday, October 5th, 6-8pm
  “Holiday Show” runs November 12th through December
    21st. Reception is Friday, November 16th, 6-8pm.
The Art Center is also pleased to announce that all future 
memberships can be purchased on a yearly basis, starting in 
the month of signup. That means you can become a member 
whenever you like – your membership will renew one year from 
the initial signup date. 
FRIENDS OF THE INDIAN ROCKS BEACH LIBRARY 
They are accepting contributions for the purchase of recognition 
bricks to be installed in a new walkway and seating area 
approaching the front door of the Indian Rocks Beach Library. 
The engraved bricks measure 4-inch x 8-inch, and including 
up to 3 lines, of 18 characters each. Single bricks are $100; 
double bricks offering twice the lines are $200. 
You can pick up a donation form at the IRB Library, located 
at 1507 Bay Palm Blvd., or download it from the Friends of 
the Indian Rocks Beach link on the IRB Library web page at 
www.indian-rocks-beach.com/irb_library.php. 
Friends promotes the library facilities, summer reading 
programs, special events, as well as provides volunteer 
personnel to staff the library and supports the library director. 
Please consider becoming a member and a volunteer. “Like” 
us on Facebook - Friends of Indian Rocks Beach Library.
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By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Do you ever just stare at you GPS screen an wonder how it can knows 
all those details, the curves, the distances, even the colors? That is what 
Dean Forss’s wall-hung wooden maps look like. Except, his maps are 
as detailed as a boat’s navigational chart, even displaying the depth of 
the water surrounding the land, through the use of layered wood, each 
stained with a specific color according to the depths of the water. 
Forss takes GPS displays to an entirely different level. As a 25-year 
veteran cartography, he creates three-dimensional precision cut maps 
ranging in size from a small 20 inches wide version to huge 30-foot tiled 
displays.  Each map is individually made from layers of birch, maple and 
aspen woods and carved with several large CO2 lasers, thus bridging 
the science of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) with the art of 
Cartography and precision wood working. The end result is a one of a 
kind piece of art.
Forss, a resident of St. Petersburg, makes his maps of the earth’s 
landscapes in many versions. He has maps of Tampa Bay, most areas of 
Florida, Georgia, Massachusetts, New Jersey, South Carolina, and even 
the U.S. lower 48. Each is highly detailed and extremely accurate, using 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) specifications
How did he get started doing this? “I have been working with wood since 
I was a little kid,” Forss says. “I learned the art from many influences 
while growing up in Wisconsin. I dabbled in outdoor cedar furniture and 
later designed and built guitars.”
But, he has always been interested in technology. “I built my own 
computers and have beta tested systems built by many well-known 
computer companies.” He designed multimedia technologies in several 
universities and has a Bachelor’s Degree in Cartography and Geographic 
Information Systems. He has a Master’s Degree in 3D GIS Science.  
“My background gave me the knowledge to push the envelope in art, 
design and science,” Forss explains. 
Forss owns the Summer Night Productions design studio and Island Laser 
Design. Among other endeavors, he has designed museum displays and 
worked with NASA. He worked with film companies designing animation 
and special effects. He is most proud of his design of the Korean War 
Memorial in Hangar 79 at the Pearl Harbor Pacific Aviation Museum. 
His commercial and artistic path all led him to create his detailed, 3-D 
wooded charts. Shipwrecks, submerged obstacles and spoil areas are 
all included.
When Forss begins a new project, he first selects an area that interests 
him. You would assume he just downloads a basic GPS map. But that 
would not be accurate enough for his standards. As a scientist, he relies on 
information from a myriad of sources including: The U.S. Census, county 
and municipal data, information from the Coast Guard, Army Corp of 
Engineers, CIA maps, the National Geodetic Survey, NOAA, the Forest 
Service, Bureau of Land Management, Florida Coastal Management, 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, FEMA, local harbor 
reports and even area fishing captains. 
Once he has all the detailed information, he uses a laser to cut thousands 
of pieces of very thin wood and other plastic materials. It is all stained 
and assembled, mostly by hand, to form a 3D map. 
It takes months to produce one targeted area. Once the pre-work has 
been done, he can produce multiple copies of the same area. He has 
twenty-five versions, twelve of which are near Tampa Bay. New maps are 
being created and added monthly. 
My vision is to create detailed accurate shoreline maps for all of North 
America and beyond,” Forss says, “while keeping true to The Art and 
Science of Where, our mapping heritage.” 
The costs are based on size and detail. A typical mid-sized display (20” 
x 24”) costs about $600. He has larger ones in the range of $1,000 to 
$3,000. Custom orders may cost anywhere from $3,000 to $10,000

THE ART AND SCIENCE OF WHERE 
Charting a New Course in Design

To see more maps, visit www.IslandLaserDesign.com You can e-mail Forss at dean@islandlaserdesign.com or call 727-201-2299
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