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Did you know, at one time it cost 25¢ per car to drive 
across the Belleair Beach Causeway? It lasted during 
the 1950s, ‘60s and even the ‘70s. For 28 years people 

had to drop a quarter—both ways, when crossing the bridge. 
That may not seem like a lot today, but twenty-five cents was 
a lot of money back then.  To give you some perspective, the 
average 1950 income was $3,200 per year. An average car 
cost about $1,500. Milk was 82¢ per gallon, bread 12¢ a 
loaf, a pound of hamburger was 30¢, postage stamps were 
3¢ (now fifty). Gas was 18¢ a gallon. So crossing the bridge 
and back was the equivalent of almost three gallons of gas!
When the Belleair Beach Causeway Bridge first opened in 
1950, the people of Belleair Beach celebrated that they had 
their own bridge. It opened Belleair Beach and Belleair Shores 
for further development. It also gave Indian Rocks Beach 
residents an alternative to their shaky old rotating bridge in 
the Narrows. 
But their euphoria turned to disgust when they learned the state 
planned to add a toll booth to collect money from those traveling 
to and from the beach. The toll was twenty-five cents, but residents 
could purchase tokens by the dozen, for 15¢ a piece. 
“We lived on the mainland and would visit our friends in Belleair 
Beach on weekends,” recalls Sheriff Jim Coats who now lives in 
Sand Key. “We would complain, and our friends would give us 
their tokens, so we did not have to pay with quarters.”
“I grew up on Belleair Beach,” says Gordon Geisler, now a 
resident of Harbor Hills. “I used to go to Largo High and would 
ride my bike across the bridge. My grandfather, Percy “Blackey“ 
Blackburn was a toll taker from about 1951 to 1964—13 years 
altogether, I think. 
“On my way home from football practice, I would stop and 
visit him. People stopped and handed him their money, then he 

pushed a button and the toll gate would go up allowing them 
to pass. Later when I could drive, he would reach out and throw 
a token in the basket for me. We seldom paid the toll,” Geisler 
chuckles.
“My grandfather also worked the lift in the middle of the bridge. 
When a boater blew their horn, he would put a sign on his toll 
gate, get in his car, drive to the middle of the bridge, lower 
the other gate, then push a button to raise the center span,” 
Geisler remembers. “After the boat passed, he would reverse 
the process and drive his car back to the toll booth. Of course, 
back then there were a lot fewer boats on the intracoastal.”
“But I will tell you, my neighbors in Belleair Beach hated the toll 
so much, they would drive all the way down to Indian Rocks and 
use the old bridge instead of paying that 25¢ toll.”
In the 1970s, they introduced a sticker system. For an annual 
fee, you received a decal for your windshield. When the toll 
taker saw the decal, he raised the gate and waved you through.
“I remember always seeing cars waiting to pay the toll when I 
rode by on my bike to go fishing on the causeway,” remembers 
Chris Arbutine, Mayor of Belleair Bluffs. “The toll both always 
reminded me of a divider between The Bluffs and the Beaches.”
Somewhere around 1975, the St. Petersburg Times and other 
news sources reported the bonds used to build the bridge 
had been completely repaid—but the tolls continued and had 
become a revenue source. Upset area residents caused such an 
uproar, that in 1978 the tolls were removed.
“I remember when they took the toll away, it was like a breath 
of fresh air for the community. Passage to and from the beaches 
was made easier—even for those of us still on bicycles,” 
Arbutine recalls.
“Removing the toll charge from the bridge in 1978 also increased 
the traffic and number of visitors—especially tourists—coming 
to the area,” said John Tabor, a long-time city commissioner 
in Belleair Bluffs. “The beach traffic went up like a rocket ship 
after that.” 
The bridge has now been toll free for 40 years.

Story by Bob Griffin, Publisher 
Photos courtesy of Indian Rocks Beach Historical SocietyOr Current Resident

Belleair Beach’s 
Causeway Toll Bridge 
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CITY NUMBERS
CITY HALL	      562-4250
112 S. Osceola Avenue, clearwater-fl.com
MAYOR OFFICE 		   562-4050
MAYOR - George N. Cretekos - Seat 1
CITY COUNCIL 		   562-4050
Doreen Caudell - Seat 2 l Bob Cundiff - 
Seat 3 l David Albritton - Seat 4 l Hoyt 
Hamilton - Seat 5 (Vice-Mayor)
CITY MANAGER	     562-4040
 William Horne
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER  562-4040
BUILDING PERMITS	   562-4567
HUMAN RESOURCES	   562-4870
PLANNING & ZONING	   562-4567
PUBLIC SERVICES	   562-4950
PUBLIC UTILITIES	   562-4600
PUBLIC UTILITIES EMERGENCY 462-6633
CLEARWATER GAS	   562-4980
SOLID WASTE 	      562-4920 
PIER 60	        462-6466
MARINA	      462-6954
BEACH REC CENTER	   462-6138
BEACH LIBRARY	     462-6138
VISITOR INFO CENTER	   442-3604
BEACH AQUATIC FACILITY 462-6020
POLICE NON-EMERGENCY 562-4242
FIRE DEPARTMENT 	   562-4334
POLICE HOTLINE 	   562-4080
NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISON 562-4554
--------------------------------------------
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 447-7600
429 Poinsettia Avenue, Clearwater Beach
POST OFFICE ISLAND ESTATES  449-8732
SAND KEY PARK	   588-4852
Shelter Reservations,PinellasCounty.org/park
CLEARWATER AQUARIUM  441-1790
249 Windward Passage, Island Estates
JOLLEY TROLLEY 	   445-1200
CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB 447-6000
830 Bayway Blvd S. 

CLEARWATER SAILING CTR  517-7776
CARLOUEL HOMEOWNERS ASSN
 Sue Williams, President  446-4471
LITTLE LEAGUE 
 John Murphy 	     813-486-4430
ROTARY, CLEARWATER BEACH   
 Sharon Skinner                    515-1532
CLEARWATER BEACH ASSOCIATION 
 Beth Prast	     859-802-6110
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB
 Maggie Caster 	      488-8705
ISLAND ESTATES CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
 Mike Anderson, President                  777-2787  
ISLAND ESTATES WOMEN’S CLUB
 Lynne McCaskill, President  430-1911
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
 Anne Garris 	      446-4410 
CLEARWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
 Bill Wallace, President 	   446-2676 
-------------------------------------------
PINELLAS COUNTY INFO   464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES   464-3377 
Dave Eggers, Beach/Island Estates 464-3276 
Karen Seel Sand Key	      464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jack Latvala 	   727-793-2797
 Republican, District 20
 26133 US Hwy19 N. Ste 201, Clearwater
 Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 	  727-395-2512
 Republican, District 66
 8383 Seminole Blvd. Suite B, Seminole
 larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
 Rick.Scott@myflorida.com 
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
 Marco Rubio         202-224-3041
 www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
 www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Charlie Crist . . . . . . . . . . .202-225-5961
 696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete
 www.Crist.House.Gov
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Inside, you will find articles and local 
information about the nearby area 
inside. We call it a Neighborhood 
Newsletter because it is primarily 
about your neighborhood, 
Clearwater Beach. It is mailed to 
the entire 33767 zip code including 
Island Estates and Sand Key - a total 
of about 5,000 households - six 
times a year.
You can pick up another copy at 
the Beach Chamber Office, The 
Beach Rec Center, Island Estates Print 
Shack, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli, Sand 
Key Realty or the Island Estates UPS.  
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like 
this issue? What suggestions do you 
have for future articles? Call or email 
us with your comments, or take our 
online survey at beachnewsletters.com.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997 
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN 
IN JUNE!

APRIL
Taxes Due Monday                         16 
Rays Play Texas Home                16-18 
Rays Play Minneapolis Home      20-22
RCS Food Bank Poker Run                21 
Mainsail Art Show St Petersburg  21-22 
Earth Day                                       22 
Sugar Sand Festival Closes              22 
Administrative Professionals Day      25 
Bay-To-Beach Music Festival        26-29 
Blast Friday                                     27 
Arbor Day                                       27 
Free Tree Giveaway                         27 
IECA Neighborhood Block Party      28 
Rotary Wine & Tapas Extravaganza  30 
MAY
Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins       1 
Taste Fest Pier 60                               4 
Cinco De Mayo                                 5 
Derby Day                                         5 
Fish Fry Clearwater Historical Society 5 

Pinellas Reef Clean Up                      5 
Tour Of Florida Area Gardens           6 
Teacher Appreciation Week           7-11 
Postal Workers Food Drive               12 
Mother’s Day                                  13  
Stone Crab Season Ends                  15 
Ramadan Begins                             15 
Hands Across The Sands                 19 
Armed Forces Day                           19 
Safe Boating Week                     19-26 
Island Estates Civic Assn. Spring Social     22 
Public Schools Close                        24 
Blast Friday                                     25 
Memorial Day Monday                    28 
JUNE
Hurricane Season Begins                  1 
National Donut Day                          2 
Chamber Of Commerce Annual Dinner 5 
D-Day Remembrance                        6 
Clearwater Free Clinic Golf Tournament  7 
Sunset Run Sand Key Park                  8 

 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

CREDITS
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DREDGING 
COMING SOON 
The state and 
FWC are going 
to dredge the 
small channel, just 
northeast of the 
Sand Key Bridge, 
again. It is the short 
cut to Clearwater 
Beach Marina that 
most boats use. This project is expected to take 30-45 
days to complete and should start in late April or early 
May, weather dependent of course. The dredged material 
will be deposited near shore in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Look for barges and other dredging equipment to be 
positioned in that channel beginning in mid-April. 	
FLUORESCENT LIGHTS Do not recycle or put 
fluorescent lights in the garbage. Take them to a mobile 
collection sites. Home Depot and Lowes will accept your 
CFL (compact fluorescent lights). Batteries Plus will take 
your fluorescent lights for a fee.	
MAKE YOUR DOCK SAFER For under $10, you can 
improve a child’s chances of survival if they fall off your 
dock. Buy rope at your local hardware store and tie it to 
various places around the dock. Show your children where 
these ropes are. If they were to fall in, they can hold on 
to them, until you can reach them. Barnacles grow on 
ladders, pylons and even ropes, but you can replace the 
rope every few months at almost no cost, giving children 
something to grab and you some peace of mind.	
BOATING LICENSE Before operating a vessel with 
a motor of 10 HP or more in Florida, everyone born 
on or after January 1, 1988 is required to either have 
successfully completed a National Association of State 
Boating Law Administrators approved boating education 
course, have passed a course equivalence or temporary 
certificate examination, and have in their possession 
a boating education ID card and a photo identification 
card. Identification cards for persons completing the 
course or the equivalence exam are good for a lifetime. 
Temporary Certificate exams are available to the public 
through contractors. The temporary certificate is valid for 
12 months from the issue date. 	

POSTAL FOOD 
COLLECTION 
Now in its 26th year, the 
U.S. Postal Carriers “Stamp 
Out Hunger” Food Drive to 
replenish area food banks 
is May 12th. Leave non-
perishable food in a bag at 
your mail box. Your carrier 
will pick it up and transport 
it to one of several area food 
pantries. RCS, St Vincents 

and The Beaches Food Pantry are the three largest recipients 
in our area—but there others receive donations, too. Last 
year, more than 71 million pounds of food was picked up 
across the country. The best non-perishable foods to donate 
are canned beans, dry beans, peanut butter, rolled oats 
,canned fruit or vegetables, soups and canned tuna. 

Did You Know
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OUR 50TH ISSUE This 
is the 50th Issue of the 
Clearwater Beach Newsletter. 
We started this community 
newspaper in December of 
2009. A big thanks goes 
to our advertisers for their 
support, as without them it 
would not be possible. We 
also want to thank all our 
readers. You are the reason 
we write the newsletter. We 
appreciate all your feedback 
and great story ideas. This 
is one of four newsletters we 
publish every other month. 
The others are Belleair (area), Indian Rocks Beach and 
Downtown St. Petersburg. Please keep your comments 
coming to Bob@GriffinDirectories.com. 	
LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS Volunteers are needed to work 
at the Friends of the Clearwater Library Book & Gift Store at 
the Clearwater Main Library. (Monday – Wednesday, 10am 
– 6pm, Thursday, 10am – 4pm, Friday & Saturday, noon – 
4pm.) A short training session is required. The work hours 
are variable but are generally two to three hours a day once 
a week to fit your schedule. To volunteer call 536-3141.	
GARDEN TOURS The Florida Botanical Gardens Third 
Annual Tour of Public and Private Gardens is Sunday May 
6. The tours will start at the Florida Botanical Gardens 
at 10am and run till noon. Private gardens will be open 
noon until 4 pm. Tickets may be purchased in advance 
at www.FLBGFourdation.org, or at the Botanical Bounty 
Gift Shop at the Florida Botanical Gardens. The price is 
$20 for FBG Foundation members in advance or day of 
the event. For non members, the fee is $25 in advance or 
$30 the day of the event.	
ORCHID CARE April is the kindest month to area orchid 
growers; it is the time to repot them if you haven’t already 
done so. On the second Thursday of the month, Florida 
West Coast Orchid Society Meets at the Pinellas County 
Cooperative Extension Center, 12520 Ulmerton Rd, 
Largo. Contact Cheryl Finke cfinke@tampabay.rr.com, 
call 727-420-7230, or visit fwcos.org to get involved.	
FIRE EXTINGUISHER RECALL 
Do you have a Kidde brand fire 
extinguisher in your house or r on 
your boat? Kidde, in conjunction with 
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, announced a product 
recall for certain fire extinguishers 
with plastic handles or push-buttons. 
They can become clogged or require 
excessive force to activate, posing a 
risk of failure or having the nozzle 
blow off. If you have a recalled 
extinguisher, they will replace it FREE. 
Visit the recall section of their web site, 
Kidde.com to determine if you have 
a recalled model and to ask for a 
replacement.	
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN JUNE Read this issue, as well 
as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

and More...
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CRABBY’S ART You do not find 
many sea horses in our waters, 
but there is now a colorful eight 
foot tall one next to Crabby’s 
Dockside.
As part of “Beach By Design,” 
the restaurant’s owners agreed 
to include artwork in conjunction 
with their new building. They 
asked Pinellas artist Clayton 
Swartz to come up with an idea-
-preferably fish related, or in this 
case, water related. 
“Greg Powers, with Crabby’s, 
contacted me and asked if I 
could come up with something,” 
says Swartz. “The project took 
about three months to complete. 
I love it and appreciate the 
opportunity.”
Crabby’s Dockside opened one year ago in May. They will 
host a ribbon cutting May 24th. 	
TOP RESTAURANT Open for 31 years, Café Largo made 
the Tampa Bay Times TOP 50 Restaurants list again this 
year. Published in January, owner Dominique Christini has 
now made Laura Reiley’s list the last three consecutive 
years. If you want to visit, you will have to hunt for it as it is 
tucked away in the back of a small shopping center. Find 
the small French restaurant at 12551 Indian Rocks Road, 
Largo. Call 596-6292 for reservations.	
SUSHI TU ON ISLAND ESTATES A new sushi 
restaurant, Sushi Tu, recently opened in Island Estates 
where Island Café was. The owner/chef, Phon, previously 
worked at Island Way Grill. Find them at 228 Windward 
Passage, next to the Windward Bar and Grill. Call for 
takeout at 330-7218. 	
FRANK CHIVAS RECOGNIZED Frank Chivas, President 
of Baystar Restaurant Group, was recently inducted into the 
Pinellas County School Board “Hall of Honor.”
“Frank’s business acumen is only rivaled by his generous 
community spirit,” says Michael Grego, Superintendent 
of Pinellas County Schools. “Although Frank is known for 
operating many of Pinellas’ greatest restaurants, it’s his passion 
for helping those in need that should get the most praise.”
“His passion for helping children in our community deserves 
recognition,” Grego adds. “It gives us great pleasure to 
celebrate Frank and his work in this community.”
Baystar Restaurant Group operates Salt Rock Grill, Island 
Way Grill, Rumba Island Bar and Grill, Marina Cantina and 
Salt Cracker Fish Camp.	
BONEFISH BRUNCH While, Bonefish Grill opens for 
lunch Monday through Friday at 11am, on the weekends 
they also offer Brunch. Managing Partner Niko Hales, 
describes it as Breakfast and Bubbles. It is Saturday and 
Sundays, 11am to 2pm. 
Did you know that Bonefish offers a 10% discount to AARP 
members? Find Bonefish Grill at 2939 West Bay Blvd, 
Belleair Bluffs.	
TACO BUSS IS FINALLY OPEN! It is located on the northeast 
corner of the new Edge Hotel next to the sidewalk. One of 
many in the area, this one opened April 6th. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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Bar & Restaurant News
COOTERS 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION Barry & Carol 
Mears, owners of Cooters 
Restaurant & Bar on Clearwater 
Beach, have announced plans to 
celebrate the iconic restaurant’s 
25th anniversary a multi-day 
celebration.  “We want to thank 
the community for their loyal 
support over the years, plus thank 
and recognize our suppliers and 
trusted staff for their roles in our continued success.”
Wednesday, May 9: Free ice cream with kids meals, & pictures 
with Cooters’ mascot turtle. 
Thursday, May 10: Grouper specials all day and night.
Friday, May 11: 25th Anniversary Party to be held throughout 
the building plus a tent in the parking lot. Open to the public, 
there will be live music from The Joint Venture Band, who 
has played every Cooters event since they opened, prizes 
including boat tours, hotel stays and attraction tickets, games 
and activities plus anniversary t-shirts to commemorate the 
milestone.  The perennial favorite shrimp and oysters that have 
been on the menu since the restaurant’s inception in 1993 will 
be featured. Cooters Restaurant & Bar is located at 423 
Poinsettia Avenue, Clearwater Beach. Phone 727.462-
COOT (2668). 	
ITALIAN-REPLACES-ITALIAN  Formaggi Pizza opened in 
the space where Al & Stellas was at 483 Mandalay Blvd, Suite 
#106. They have live music every Friday and Saturday Nights, 
with Belly Dancers on Sunday nights. See their menu online at 
www.FormaggiPizza.com or call them at 461-7100. 	
CLEARWATER BEACH TASTE FEST Held on Friday, May 
4 from 6-9pm in the Pier 60 Park, Taste Fest used to be 
the kick off to Restaurant Week which has been moved to 
September as a separate event. Taste Fest will have live 
music and tastings from over 30 area restaurants. Visit 
ClearwaterBeachTasteFest.com.	
SPAIN VS ITALY Friday, April 20th  5:30 - 7:30, Bella Vino 
Wine Market is hosting a Italian and Spanish wine tasting 
and sale. Some of the best values in the wine world come 
from these two countries. Spanish and Italian cheeses plus 
appetizers by E & E Stakeout Grill will be provided. This is 
limited to 60 guests and you must RSVP to 727-584-5552 or 
email Brian@BellaVinoWineMarket.com 	
MARLIN DARLIN GRILL The restaurant has not gone out 
of business—instead they are changing things up a bit. It 
closed in January for some remodeling, a name change and 
menu tweaks. The new restaurant will serve steaks, seafood 
& sushi and is still owned by Baystar Restaurant Group and 
Frank Chivas, a resident of Belleair Bluffs. Watch for a 
 re-opening announcement. 	
NEW COFFEE SHOP Caffeinated Bakery opened on the  
north end of the beach in the site of the former Basimo 
Beach Café at 55 Baymont Avenue.	
STONE CRAB SEASON ENDING Stone Crab season 
comes to an end May 15th. After that it will be impossible 
to get fresh stone crabs your favorite restaurant. Open 
since October 15th, Florida’s stone crab season started 
out fairly slow thanks to Hurricane Irma and warm 
weather. But the claws are available and you have one 
more month to get your fill! You can usually find them on 
the menu  at Island Way Grill, Beachcombers, Frenchy’s, 
Palm Pavilion, Cooters, and a few others.
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TAX REFORM/SIMPLIFICATION? “NO” 
TAX REDUCTION? “YES” 

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

Part 2 - 
Previously, we talked about the basics of 
the new 20% pass-through tax deduction 
on certain business income. This 
deduction is available to pass-through 
entities (S-corporation, partnership, LLC, 
etc.) as long as the taxpayer’s taxable 
income is below $157,500 for singles and 
$315,000 for joint filers. The deduction 
will be applied to the lesser of the taxpayer’s qualified business 
income or taxable income less any capital gains. 
But what if the taxpayer’s income is still over the limits? 
There is a phase out of the deduction for singles with taxable 
income between $157,500 and $207,500 and $315,000 
and $415,000 for joint filers. Above these levels those in 
a “specialized trade or business” (accountants, lawyers, 
financial planners, athletes, performers, consultants, etc.) or 
any business where the reputation or skill of its employees is 
the primary asset, they are not eligible for the pass-through 
deduction. 
For everyone else, there are additional complicated rules to 
consider. The deduction cannot exceed the greater of 50% 
of the W-2 wages paid by the business, or 25% of the W-2 
wages paid plus 2.5% of the unadjusted basis of depreciable 
property owned by the business. 
Sally works for a company that pays hers wage of $350,000. 
She is married and her husband makes $250,000 in W-2 
wages. She owns a small strip mall through an LLC which 
produces an net profit of $150,000.  She pays her brother a 
salary to manage the property of $30,000. The unadjusted 
basis in the depreciable property is $1,000,000.  She has 
$80,000 is deductions.
First, we need to determine her taxable income which is 
$670,000. The eligible business income is $30,000. She 
must use the lesser of these two ($30,000). Next, we calculate 
the greater of 50% of the eligible wages ($15,000), or 25% 
of the eligible wages ($7500) plus 2.5% of the unadjusted 
basis ($25,000) or $32,500. She uses the lesser of the 
first step ($30,000) or second step ($32,500) as the pass-
through deduction. 
This is just a brief analysis of the pass-through provision and 
by no means should anyone rely on this simple example. In 
addition to consulting your tax advisor, please be aware that 
we are awaiting rules and regulations from the IRS who must 
interpret the new tax law. If you would like to consult about 
your financial planning you are entitled to a complimentary 
meeting.

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chairman and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105, Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-441-9022, info@provise.com

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member 
FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services may be offered through Kestra Advisory 
Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS, or Provise Management Group, 
LLC.  Kestra IS and Kestra AS are affiliated with Provise Management Group, LLC.
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CLEARWATER BEACH #1 AGAIN
For the second time in three years, the famous white sands 
of Clearwater Beach have taken top honors in the U.S. and 
set a new personal high of No. 7 in the World as voted 
by users of TripAdvisor. St. Pete Beach came in at No. 7 
in the U.S., reaffirming St. Pete/Clearwater’s reputation of 
America’s Best Beaches.
“Clearwater Beach continues to be one of the most 
loved beaches anywhere, and TripAdvisor’s recognition 
underscores that fact loud and clear,” said Visit St. Pete/
Clearwater President & CEO, David Downing. “The area’s 
incredible natural beauty combined with an ever-growing 
array of accommodations, restaurants and attractions 
make it an attractive destination to visitors and locals.”
Clearwater Beach was America’s lone representative on 
TripAdvisor’s global list.
The annual list is voted on by members of the world’s 
largest online travel community. Winners are determined 
based on the quality and quantity of traveler reviews 
and averaged ratings gathered over a 12-month period. 
TripAdvisor is the world’s largest travel site reaching more 
than 455 million unique monthly visitors and has more 
than 600 million reviews operating in 49 countries.

DENIM & DIAMONDS IS BACK 
FOR A SECOND YEAR

On Saturday, June 2, the “Denim & Diamonds” brunch 
will be held at the Belleair Country Club to raise money for 
Julie Weintraub’s Hands Across the Bay. The glitzy event will 
feature a VIP celebrity meet and greet for sponsors, raffles, 
silent auction prizes, specialty drinks, exclusive swag bags 
and entertainment. 
All proceeds will directly benefit philanthropist and business 
owner Julie Weintraub’s Hands Across the Bay, a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization was founded in 2010. The charity’s 
purpose is to positively impact the lives of as many Tampa 
Bay residents as possible by assisting and mentoring hard-
working families in need, advocating for change, supporting 
other organizations, and spreading love with various acts of 
kindness. The organization helps families in crisis, neglected 
animals, and veterans in need, as well as provides domestic 
violence advocacy and suicide/anti-bullying prevention.
“The first ever Denim & Diamonds event was a tremendous 
success,” said PureLife Medi-Spa Medical Director, Dr. 
Joseph Fitzgerald. ”Everybody feels great about supporting 
Hands Across the Bay. They truly help Tampa Bay families 
when they are in crisis and we whole heartedly support their 
mission. Many thanks to the committee of volunteers who are 
organizing this event. PureLife is honored to be the presenting 
sponsor once again.”
Individual tickets cost $60 per person. For information or to 
purchase tickets or sponsorships, visit handsacrossthebay.org.

CLEARWATER CELEBRATES ARBOR 
DAY WITH FREE TREES

The city of Clearwater will continue its tradition of 
celebrating Arbor Day by giving away trees to Clearwater 
residents. The annual tree giveaway event will take place 
Saturday, April 21 at the Public Service Complex, 1650 N. 
Arcturas Ave. from 8 am to 1 pm. Mayor George Cretekos 
will be presented with the Tree City USA flag by the Florida 
Division of Forestry. Following the ceremony, more than 
1,800 trees will be given to Clearwater citizens.
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Pinellas County is adding a “Circle of 
Heroes” to its existing Veterans Artificial 
Reef. The new addition will feature 24 
life size military statues to honor our 
veterans. The plan is to deploy the new 
statues in the Gulf in 45 feet of water 
off Dunedin.
In 1999, the Pinellas County Artificial 
Reef Program constructed a new 
artificial reef in the Gulf ten miles west of 
Dunedin. At the base of this reef was a 
concrete monument with a bronze plate 
that read:

“This reef is dedicated to the 
men and women of our armed 
services, whose dedication 
and sacrifice have made this 
country what it is today, the 
land of the free and the home 
of the brave.”  

The buoy that marks this reef had 
an American Flag flying that was 
periodically replaced when necessary. 
Since that date, countless veterans have 
had their ashes placed in the water at 
the buoy. 
In June, the Pinellas County Commission 
allocated $50,000 to start work on 
the construction of an underwater 
memorial that will be called a “Circle 
of Heroes.” The plan is to have a circle 
of life size concrete military statues 
placed on the sea floor in artificial reef 
Gulf ten miles west of Dunedin. 
While there are numerous memorials 
around the country to honor our 
veterans, this would be the first 
underwater memorial open to divers.  

This project would be unique in the 
country and hopefully make Pinellas a 
dive destination. The attraction would 
not only replicate the underwater art 
projects that are occurring all around 
the world, but it would also be a unique 
memorial to our veterans. Having a reef 
designed especially for divers would 
also be the first of its kind in the country. 
This addition would be added to the 
existing artificial reef that has become 
popular with anglers and divers. Under 
four mooring buoys, there will be the 
“Circle of Heroes” that will feature life 
size concrete statues in a circle 100 
feet in diameter. In the center of this 
circle will be a concrete monument with 
bronze emblems of the Army, Navy Air 
Force, Marines, and the Coast Guard.   
The first nine statues will soon be 
ordered from a South Dakota firm that 
creates military statues found in parks 
and cemeteries around the country. 
These nine will include an airman, a 
Korean War era solder, a marine in 
dress blues, a female nurse, a Vietnam 
solder, an Iraq freedom fighter, a 
female solder, a Navy sailor, and a “no 
man left behind” statue. 
The remaining 15 statues will be custom 
made to specifications. Local veterans 
groups will help chose the remaining 
statues. Some possible custom made 
statues could include statues of 
General George Patton (complete with 
twin 45s), General Douglas MacArthur, 
and General Norman Schwarzkopf. 
Additional statues could feature an 

EOD solder with an IED in his hand, 
a wounded marine on a stretcher with 
a corpsman kneeling next to him. 
Another statue could feature a Navy 
sonar man at a console, an airman 
working on a jet engine, a navy seal 
in scuba gear coming out of the water, 
and a wounded warrior in rehab on 
parallel bars. 
The $50,000 from the Pinellas County 
Commission will cover the cost of 
the first nine statues and the center 
monument. The remaining funds will 
be sought from the Pinellas Tourist 
Development Council and the Florida 
Legislature. Each custom statue will 
cost between $12,000 and $15,000, 
and the deployment by barge and 
crane will cost around $100,000.  The 
total cost of the project will be around 
$450,000.
In recent years underwater art has 
become very popular around the 
world. The life size statue of Christ in 
the Florida Keys has been visited by 
thousands of divers every year for over 
50 years. This underwater veterans 
memorial is expected to not only honor 
our veterans, but also make Pinellas 
County a “dive destination” for diving 
tourist from all across the country and 
around the world. 
This new memorial is projected to 
be installed by late summer For 
information about this project, contact 
Dr. Heyward Mathews, Oceanographer 
at St. Petersburg College, 
hmathews@tampabay.rr.com. i

A New Underwater 
Veterans Memorial

Coming to Pinellas County
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BEACH NOURISHMENT
By Ted Shannon 
Putting the sand back that mother nature washes away is part 
of island living in Pinellas County. Those in charge of this task 
call it “Beach Nourishment.” Replenishing the sand is critical to 
maintain habitat for birds and sea turtles, to protect property and 
roads from erosion, and of course to keep our tourism economy 
thriving. Tourism provides 2.3 billion dollars, while supporting 
47,000 jobs and netting $145 million in taxes.
A meeting was held in March to explain the details for the 
upcoming nourishment. The Environmental Management 
Department of the county and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
are jointly responsible for the project that dredges sand from one 
location and pumps it to where it is needed.
The upcoming project is the fifth time beach nourishment has 
been done along the barrier island from Clearwater Pass south. 
The first project was in 1988, then again in 1999, 2006 and 
finally in 2012. The 2017 project begins in April and continues 
to November. 
Sand dredged from the John’s Pass channel will be placed on 
Treasure Island’s beaches. The sand for beaches farther north is 
being harvested from Egmont Key. Sea turtle nesting watch and 
relocation will occur 24 hours a day during the project.
1000 foot sections of the beach will be partitioned off while sand 
is pumped into that area. It will usually last only a day or two at 
each location, but do expect some denied access at times. Once 
the sand is in place, expect up to 100 feet of wider beach.
The 41.7 million-dollar contract was awarded to Norfolk Dredging 
based in Chesapeake, Virginia. The Federal Government is 
picking up the tab due to the damage attributed to Hurricane 
Hermine. Usually funding is 20% local, 20% state and 60% feds.  
During the operation, Norfolk expects to work 24 hour shifts, 
frequently. To find precise scheduling and a full description of 
the project with maps and pictures visit www.pinellascounty.org/
environment/coastalmngmt/sandkey.htm. 
For information, contact County Representative John Bishop 
727-464-8766 or Army Corp Representative Amanda Parker 
904-232-1576.

BAY TO BEACH MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL 
April 26-29 

Clearwater’s newest Music & Arts Festival - The Bay 2 Beach 
Music & Arts Festival features multi-genre music from a variety 
of top-rated national recording artists sharing the spotlight with 
an art experience. It will take place at various places including 
Coachman Park, Clearwater Beach and Downtown Clearwater 
with a variety of local and national musicians, as well as local 
artists selling and showcasing their art.
The weekend kicks off at on the beach at 6:30 pm with a beach 
party, live music and the Sunsets at Pier 60 festival. Then it moves 
to Blast Friday in Downtown Clearwater with the 10,000 Maniacs. 
The night’s activities will also including food trucks and vendors 
including wine and beer. 
Saturday, April 28, the action moves to Coachman Park, where 
visitors will be treated to live music and an art walk. Singer, 
songwriter and record producer Andy Grammer is headlining. 
County music duo LOCASH and Parachute will also perform.
Sunday, April 29, American country music singer/songwriter 
Hunter Hayes is headlining, along with Jerrod Neimann, 
Stephanie Quayle and Aubrey Wollett. 
Tickets are $20 per day, $30 for the weekend, $40 for pit access 
and $100 for VIP Seating. Purchase tickets by visiting 
B2BFestival.com. Visit myclearwaterevents.com.
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TIPS FOR KEEPING LOVED ONES SAFE THIS SUMMER IN THE WATER.  
By Rebecca Geiger
We are blessed to live in one of the most beautiful places in the 
country and water is part of our lives.  There are many things you can 
do to help keep your family safe and make sure everyone enjoys the 
water and all the things Florida has to offer.  
• Water wings are the most dangerous water toy on the market.  They 
should be avoided at all costs.  An easy way to get rid of them if the 
child is used to them is to pop one while the child is not around.  Then 
when they go to put them on, tell them it is “broken” and needs to 
be thrown away.  This way the child sees it as garbage and it is not a 
power struggle situation.
• Puddle Jumpers are a close second to water wings.  They are 
approved as a personal flotation device (PFD) by the coast guard for 
boating and water activities; however, they were not designed to be 
used all the time.  
• Both water wings and puddle jumpers prevent children from being able to use their arms and teaches the child that 
“swimming” only involves leg motions, which will not be enough to get their head above water if they go in on their own.
• Make sure to check all of your drains at the beginning of the summer and at least once a month.  It only takes a second 
or two to check for cracked or dislodged drain covers.  Either of these can increase suction and hold down a child or even 
an adult.
• Every child should have a “silly day” where they swim in all of their clothes.  Shirt, pants, dress, shoes, etc.  Let them 
know clothes will dry, and that they are what is important.
• Never teach a child to swim to you in the water, always have them go back to the side.  A towel on the edge can help 
them play longer without burning their fingertips or getting blisters.
• Remind your children often that nothing is as important to you as them.  If they fall in they need to let go of whatever 
they have in their hands and get to the wall.  Many times, children will hold on to toys rather than save themselves.
Rebecca Geiger (Miss Becca to most of her students)  specializes in private lessons at individual’s homes where people feel 
the safest and where incidents are most likely to occur. Her passion is “Drown Proofing” children and adults. She would be 
happy to answer any questions you may have about any of the subjects above or any others you may have, whether you 
want lessons or not.  Please feel free to call or text her at 813-363-9133.
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SOUND THERAPY AND WHY IT WORKS
By Tara Hill, Reiki Practitioner 
Sound therapy is an alternative therapy, which is simply a 
health care approach developed outside of mainstream 
Western, or conventional medicine. This is not a new 
practice, and is used widely in other countries and cultures.  
First, let’s talk energy and vibration! Science tells us that 
everything in the universe is made of energy. Everything 
vibrates, even our bodies. Matter is energy which vibrates at 
different rates. The structure of matter can be changed when 
you alter its vibration. The body maintains a natural, healthy 
frequency; however, there are many things that can cause 
blockages, stagnant energy, and general dis-harmony to 
that frequency. This can manifest in physical pain and illness, 
stress, anxiety, and a myriad of other unpleasant ailments.  
Sound affects the nervous system, which affects the entire 
body. There are two main points I’d like to discuss about 
how sound therapy works.
• Brainwave Entrainment - In the way that one tuning fork 
will cause another to tune to its frequency, or the way one 
pendulum clock will synchronize with another, causing them 
to both swing together, brainwaves can be entrained. In 
our normal, working and living state, our brain generates 
beta waves. This is because they are fast, and we need to 
be alert when working and driving, etc. Alpha waves are 
generated when in a relaxed/reflective state, such as when 
we daydream. Theta waves are generated in activities such 
as meditation or a light sleep. Delta waves are generated in 
a deep sleep. 
Because we live in such a fast paced, multi-tasking 
obsessed world, it is rare that we get out of the alpha wave 
state unless we are sleeping. This is where sound therapy 

through brainwave entrainment comes 
in. Meditation does wonders for your 
health and wellbeing, by silencing the 
inner critic and generating theta waves; 
however, it can be difficult to learn and 
do, so many people will never try or give 
up quickly. Sound therapy will cause your 
brainwaves to generate the matching 
vibration, thus pushing you into an 
alpha and/or theta wave state. This gives 
desired healing effects, such as deep mental and physical 
relaxation, increased memory, increased intuition, allowing 
you to be in “rest and digest”, the opposite of “fight or flight”, 
which we are in way too often. This will leave you with much 
more clarity and a rejuvenation like none other.
• Vibration - Vibration moves through your body like ripples 
in a pond. Vibration ripples through your body until it touches 
every cell, reaching places unavailable to the hands, creating 
a cellular massage. Harmony is restored to the cells, and 
healing commences. Himalayan singing bowls can soothe 
and calm the nervous system by restoring the body to its 
natural, healthy and harmonious frequency. Sound therapy 
is also referred to as “Vibrational Medicine”. 
Sound therapy has been used in many ways, for thousands 
of years. An increasing number of mainstream medical 
institutions, including cancer centers, have incorporated 
sound therapy into their practice, and “sound baths” are 
becoming more popular by the minute. If you are looking 
for relief, whatever your malady, or if you would just like to 
feel better in general, I suggest you give it a whirl!
Heal the mind, and the body will follow. Peace.
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LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
By Randy Lee
We have spent the time and 
money and now we want our 
landscape to look perfect. There 
are certain guidelines to protect 
your investment. The overall 
this includes plants, trees, sod, 
lighting, irrigation and water 
features.
The landscape includes your trees, 
palms, shrubs and flowers. They 
need to be pruned and fertilized at 
least once a year and preferably 

in the spring. A license is now required to fertilize plants 
and sod in Pinellas County. Annuals and perennials can be 
planted once or twice a year and they require maintenance 
as well. Hedges always require attention especially in the 
summer months.
Lawns in Florida require much maintenance- the perfect 
amount of TLC. The right amount of mowing, fertilizing, 
watering and pest control is essential. Make sure your lawn 
maintenance company has references and proper experience 
to handle your property. A pest control company usually will 
treat the lawn using fertilizer, fungicide and insecticide as 
needed. A license is required to use any chemicals on lawns, 
plants and trees.
Landscape lighting maintenance includes changing bulbs, 
fixing broken wires, cleaning lenses and repositioning lights 
as needed. A two to four time a year checkup is standard 
depending on the amount of lights used and the size of the 

property. This is a gray area for licensing, however, any high-
voltage lighting must be licensed. If more than plugging a 
cord into an outlet is involved than so is the license.
Irrigation systems need to be checked periodically- checking 
once a month is normal. Heads need to be cleaned and 
adjusted, the timer checked for accuracy and any leaking 
or broken pipes fixed. Grass should be removed around 
all sprinkler heads monthly. Irrigation work also requires a 
license in Pinellas County.
Water features are popular now and need to be maintained 
as well. This include pools, fountains and ponds. Some 
require weekly maintenance and checking water levels in the 
dryer months. Water may or may not need to be chemically 
treated as well. Hire someone with plenty of experience here.
Now that we have spent the time and money perfecting our 
landscapes, spend the additional time and money hiring 
trained, experienced and licensed professionals. Ongoing 
maintenance now could save you money later.
 Checklist:
*Trim cold affected plants and trees
*Fertilize lawn, plants and trees at this time
*The dry season runs until May/June
*Refresh annuals and perennials and other potted plants
*Get outside and work in the yard- the weather is perfect!

Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape 
design company here to help you with all of your landscape 
needs. Call us direct at 727-421-2715 or visit us online at 
www.landscapesbyrl.com. 
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PINELLAS CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY REALITIES…….
By Tom Smith Owner of GHD Construction Services
As I’ve spent time writing informational articles these past 2 
years,while contemplating the robust construction activity in 
Pinellas County, I keep going back to recurring concepts that I’ve 
discussed because they provide the most accurate information that 
I feel I can provide. The construction industry has been in full swing 
for the past few years, and with the influx of our snowbirds that 
have now turned into Florida residents, it seems inevitable that 
more increased activity will continue. Just this past year, three of 
my close friends from up north that have been renting here for 
the past years, have decided to purchase a home here in Pinellas. 
They have been going to Open Houses for years seeing what is 
available at what price, and have witnessed the large increase in 
home pricing due to inflation. Like everybody, they all said “Why 
did I wait these past years to buy, when I could have purchased the 
same new home for 10%, 15%, or 25% less”? Don’t we often hear 
our friends say “I remember when I could have purchased a home 
in that neighborhood for $380,000, and now that same home is 
selling for almost $500,000”. That is exactly today’s reality.
Therefore, I’ll re-state my prior concepts from past news articles 
that we discuss almost daily when customers come through our 
furnished model home:
• Investing or Spending: We all like liquidity with our savings, 
but lose ground each year when delaying a new home purchase. 
The stock market is hot now, but of course will have periodic 
corrections. Transferring some savings into a new Florida home 
and having a “Hard Asset” investment makes sense. Remember, 
you are not “Spending” this money, but rather Investing in Florida 
real estate that traditionally has increased in value well above 
savings accounts;
• Inflation, Inflation, Inflation: Is a new Florida home going to get 
cheaper? No. A new home constructed to elevated FEMA standards, 
with 150MPH hurricane resistant construction, energy efficient, 
and all modern amenities, the “Supply & Demand” ratio greatly 

favors those homeowners. The existing homes 
built 50 years ago to outdated codes and non-
FEMA compliant elevations just do not enjoy the 
inflationary increase of new homes today;
• Enjoy Your New Investment: How many 
investments in a family’s portfolio can be 
enjoyed as much as a new home, maybe on the 
Intracoastal with a new pool and dock, for the 
family to enjoy for swimming, fishing, and boating to restaurants? 
This point would not be valid if you were spending the family 
inheritance on a depreciable item, but a new Florida home has 
the luxury of an enjoyable family environment that has historically 
increased in value each year; 
• Hard to “Pull the Trigger”: I realize that it is hard to transfer the 
funds from savings to Florida real estate, but that big step pays 
many dividends for families;
• Replacement Homes: Those lucky families that already own a 
home on the water, but realize the age and non-FEMA compliant 
50 year old home is not the outdated home that they want to live 
in for the next 20 years. These families only have to choose a new 
home, and replace it with a new family environment. This has 
become the main portion of construction for GHD these past few 
years.
New Florida homes are becoming increasingly popular, and many 
Realtors bring their customers to our furnished model home when 
they can’t find a home that satisfies their customer’s needs. We Co-
Broker with Realtors around Pinellas, to show them an alternative 
to the existing 50 year old housing stock here. 
GHD Construction Services, Inc. has constructed 6,500 homes since 
1971, and has the new 2018 “Key West” home at 239 144th Ave. 
N, Madeira Beach. If you have any questions pertaining to new home 
construction, call (727) 954-8345, or email to: tweisser@ghdcsi.com. 
Meanwhile, look us up on our web site at www.GHDCoastalHomes.com.
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BEACH ART CENTER’S
 SUMMER CREATIVE KID’S CAMP

Weekly sessions of the Beach Art Center’s Creative Kid’s 
Camp will offer two scheduling tracks this year, a choice 
of full-day sessions and a selection of morning sessions.  
All camps are booked as a full one-week package and 
begin June 4th and run through the week of July 16th.  
Full details, information and registration is available at 
the www.beachartcenter.org.
Full-day campers will focus on the Masters. Each week 
the central theme will revolve around a different artist. 
Campers will alternate working in their gallery space and 
pottery studio, learning about the style of each artist and 
applying that to their work in clay, watercolors, pastels, 
mixed media and more.
The morning sessions will be held in their Gray Gallery, 
each week with a special theme.  You can choose from 
“Claymation – Lights, Camera, Action”, “Comics & 
Cartooning”, “Camp American Girl hangs with Moana” 
and several more.
Tuition for one week of our full-day camp is $200*.  
Morning session fee is $100*. Discounts are available for 
members of the Beach Art Center and the offer sibling 
and multi-week discounts. *Material fees are additional 
and will vary by camp selected.
Memberships may be purchased for $65 ($95 for a family) 
through their website or by stopping in Monday – Thursday 
9 - 4. Beach Art Center members are invited to annual 
meetings and receive discounts on many of the courses 
offered at the center. The fees collected from memberships 
allow them to achieve their mission of inspiring lifelong 
learning, empowering the individual, and engaging the 
community of all ages in the creative arts. 
The Beach Art Center is located at 1515 Bay Palm 
Boulevard in Indian Rocks Beach. Established in 1978, they 
are celebrating their 40th year. The Center is a 501c3 non-
profit corporation offering a pottery studio, gallery exhibits, 
a gift shop and classes for all ages and experience. 

NEW TEXTING SERVICES KEEPING 
THE BEACHES INFORMED

In the wake of Hurricane Irma, the Tampa Bay Beaches 
Chamber of Commerce realized the great need to 
communicate with not only local businesses, but area 
residents as well. Without electricity and Internet service, 
news updates were difficult to receive. However, many 
were able to still access text messages. 
The Chamber recently implemented a community text 
messaging service to help spread information to the 
masses in a timely fashion. The service is free to join and 
open to everyone. Standard messaging rates may apply.  
To receive all messages from the Chamber text “TBBCoC” 
to 72727. To receive targeted information only, please text 
the following keyword to 72727.
“TBBeaches” – Local Community News
“TBNetwork” – Networking Opportunities
“TBGovernment” – Government Affairs Information
The next time the Tampa Bay beaches face an emergency, 
the community will now receive information as soon as it is 
available, so residents and businesses are able to form a 
plan to act safely and immediately. 
For more information please email 
info@tampabaybeaches.com.
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THE PELICAN GOLF COURSE AND 
THE PERSON DOING THE WORK

If all goes as scheduled, people 
will be playing golf on the new 
and improved Pelican Golf 
Course by the end of this year. 
But, there is a lot of work still 
to be done for that to happen. 
The person in charge of most of 
that dirty work is the owner of 
Triton Building Group, Johnny 
Patronis. An Indian Rocks Beach 
resident, he has lived in the area 
since 2011.
Triton Building Group has 
tackled all types of building 
projects, though this is their first golf course. Construction 
began immediately after July 4th, when the old Biltmore 
Golf Course, was demolished. That included removing the 
existing club house and golf cart garage, as well as on all 
the fairways. 
Three Triton employees are on the project daily, with 40-50 
other people working for sub-contractors. “This is a two-year 
job,” says Patronis. “We hope to be finished with the entire 
thing by the summer of 2019.”

“Every fairway and every hole will get a make-over,” Patronis 
explains. Most fairways will be the same except minor 
changes at two holes. Hole #8, formerly a par 3 will become 
a par 4 and hole #9 will become a par 3.”
The new golf course was designed by South Carolina 
company Boe Welling Design. 
Plans call for two separate buildings, the Pro Shop and Grill 
to the south and the Main Club House, basically where the 
last one was. The Club House will contain the lockers, a 
large restaurant and store the golf carts. The buildings were 
designed by Nick Fullerton. The main entrance will remain 
where it is.

The Town of Belleair expects the new course to open by 
December. The Pro Shop and Grill is expected to open 
after the first of the year. The Club House is expected to be 
completed by the summer of 2019. 
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A RARE FIND INDEED!
By Hugh Boyd
Anyone hunting for 
the ideal Sand Key 
condominium can see 
first-hand a rare “sale-by-
owner” opportunity – more 
than 2,100 square feet of 
living space with views of 
Clearwater Bay and the 
Gulf of Mexico; and an 
attractive price.
The owner is directly selling the newly renovated condominium 
in one of the most desirable locations in Tampa Bay. This 
double-ended home comes with 390 square feet of private 
outdoor balconies, with gorgeous views of sunrises and sunsets.
To give everyone a chance to see this gem, the owner will be 
holding open houses every Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 
4pm until it is sold. 
The asking price of $649,000 translates into less than $300 
a square foot. The owner notes this price compares favorably 
to the asking price for large Sand Key condominiums, which 
today average more than $400 a square foot. 
With 2,000-plus square foot condominiums on Sand Key 
going for more than $1,000,000, this condo presents an 
exceptional opportunity. For an attractive price, you can find a 
new home with abundant space in one of the best buildings on 
Sand Key; and truly experience the joys of Gulf Coast living. 
For information, visit an exclusive website the owner designed 
to showcase this waterfront property: www.sandkeycondo.net. 
Take a virtual tour and see first-hand all this condominium has 
to offer. You can contact the owner directly at 727-698-7249. 
You are welcome to visit during one of the open houses held 
every weekend; or call and arrange a personal inspection. 

AMERICAN STAGE IN THE PARK 
PRESENTS “THE PRODUCERS” 

April 18 – May 13, Park opens at 6pm | Show at 8pm 
Written by Mel Brooks & Thomas Meehan 
American Stage in the Park brings Mel Brooks’ classic cult 
comedy to Demens Landing! Winner of a record twelve Tony 
Awards including “Best Musical,” The Producers sets the 
standard for modern, outrageous humor. The story centers 
around down-on-his-luck Broadway producer, Max Bialystock, 
and his mild-mannered accountant, Leo Bloom, who come up 
with a scheme to produce the most notorious flop in history, 
bilking their backers out of millions of dollars. Only one thing 
goes awry: the show is a smash hit! The Producers skewers 
Broadway traditions and takes no prisoners as it proclaims 
itself an “equal opportunity offender!” 
SPECIAL DATES:
Pay What You Can Previews April 18 & 19
Gala Under the Stars Opening Night 6pm, April 20
Pride Plus Night: April 29
Pets in the Park Night April 25
GENERAL Lawn Admission: bring your own chair/ blanket 
Wed, Thurs, Sun – $18 (advance)/$22 (at the gate) Fri & 
Sat – $25 (advance)/$30 (at the gate) 
PREMIUM Blanket Seating: bring your own blanket, 
Wed, Thurs, Sun – $32 Fri & Sat – $35 
RESERVED Chair Seating: Wed, Thurs, Sun – $38 Fri/Sat $40 
Children 6 and under are free. Prices are subject to 
change without notice. 
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OFFSHORE DRILLING
 A Real Threat to Pinellas Way of Life

By Hunter Miller 
America’s coastal communities have been shaken by the release 
of the Trump administration’s draft five-year program (2019-
2024) for offshore oil and gas drilling. Under Secretary Ryan 
Zinke, the Department of the Interior announced plans to expand 
oil and gas leasing in the eastern Gulf of Mexico, as well as 
to the Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic oceans—nearly all U.S. federal 
waters. This is the largest offshore leasing plan ever proposed, 
overturning the Obama administration’s five-year program 
(2017-2022) that had excluded all of these areas from offshore 
drilling. Although the federal government’s plan for America’s 
coasts is changing, the widespread local opposition from coastal 
communities is not. Coastal residents know what is at stake.
Oil and gas exploration in the eastern Gulf and Atlantic could 
devastate Florida’s tourism, fishing and recreation industries. The 
prospect of another tragedy like the BP Deepwater Horizon still 
looms over Gulf of Mexico communities, and this new government 
action will increase that threat to the state of Florida. Oil spills do 
not respect state lines. Imagine trying to drop your fishing lines 
into an oil-soaked Tampa Bay. Think about turning back from a 
trip to the Bahamas because of a leaking rig in the Florida Straits. 
Vibrant coastal ecosystems could be forever changed. We cannot 
allow this to happen to Florida’s coast. Boating is a lifestyle and 
hobby that relies on a clean and healthy ocean.
While early reports indicated that Florida may be exempt from the 
plan, that future is far from guaranteed—administration officials 
recently indicated that Florida’s waters are still very much on the 
table. This is why continued engagement is necessary to make 
sure the federal government hears from people on the coast. 
Pinellas County recently passed a resolution that formally opposes 
oil and gas drilling in Florida’s waters. The county joins over 
50 other Florida municipalities that have passed anti-drilling 
resolutions, including the cities Treasure Island and Redington 
Beach. Local Florida governments are sending a strong message 
of unity against this disastrous plan. 
While local government opposition is key to protecting our coast 
from offshore drilling, we need your voice, too. Boaters and sailors 
have an especially important voice in this fight. Writing and calling 
your representatives, attending opposition events and spreading 
the message in your own neighborhood are meaningful ways 
to help. The federal government is taking public comments on 
the draft five-year program until March 9, 2018. It is imperative 
that Floridians voice their opposition to offshore oil and gas 
exploration. Visit www.Oceana.org/ActNow to submit a comment 
and voice your opposition to drilling off Florida’s beautiful coasts.

SAILING CAMP
Indian Rocks Family Sailing Association Youth Sailing Camps 
provide an affordable program aimed at teaching the basics 
of small boat sailing with an intentional focus on the virtues 
of teamwork, compassion, patience and perseverance.
2018 Summer Youth Sailing Camp is now enrolling Intrepid 
Sailors ages 7 - 14.
Session 1: June 18 to 29 - Full & Half Day
Session 2: July 9 to 20 - Full & Half Day 
Session 3: July 30 to August 10 - Full Day Only 
Camp takes place at the Clearwater Yacht Club. Tuition is 
$200 for full day (9am to 4pm) or $100 for half day, which 
runs 9am to noon or 1pm to 4pm.
For additional information and enrollment forms, contact 
Program Directory Ned Covel ejcovel2@gmail.com. 



CLEARWATER BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTERPage 22

JOHN DORAN
By Anne Garris
You will find the name John 
Doran on almost every list 
of people who work for the 
betterment of the City of 
Clearwater. Doran is a quiet 
Clearwater Beach citizen, and 
enjoys working with others to 
make things happen, though 
he doesn’t care who gets 
the credit. He was involved 
in developing the successful 
Sunsets at Pier 60 Festival. He 
also was a member of the City 
Council when it committed to 
purchasing the historic Capitol Theatre and turning it into a 
popular downtown destination. That, Doran says, is the most 
satisfying accomplishment of his three terms on the Clearwater 
City Council.
In 1968, Doran graduated from Indiana University with a 
degree in Accounting in one hand, and a scholarship to pursue 
a Doctorate in Business Administration in another. Only he was 
sidetracked by a call from his draft board. 
“It was a small town,” he says, “and eligible draftees were few, 
so they picked me.” 
Therefore, Doran wound up as a private in the U.S. Army rather 
than a student at the University of Washington. He was as Clerk 
Typist until he mentioned his accounting degree causing them 
to promptly moved him to the Payroll Division. His Army service 
lasted from 1968 to 1970 and included duty in South Korea.
Home from active duty, Doran earned his MBA, and later a 
Juris Doctorate, both at Indiana University. While he worked on 
his law degree, he owned a bar that catered to college students, 
and worked for an accounting firm in Lafayette, Indiana.
He completed his study of law in 1983 and, “left immediately 
for Florida,” as he puts it, where he has served clients as a 
realtor, a CPA and an attorney, plus serving the community in 
hundreds of different ways.
Doran served as President of the Clearwater Beach Association 
(CBA) in 1986 - 1987 and then, again, in 1995 - 1996. 
Under his leadership the group endorsed the formation of a 
Clearwater and Beaches Tourism Council and worked for the 
completion of Mandalay Streetscape improvements. CBA old-
timers remember when Doran lobbied in vain for the City to 
retain the landmark water tank at Fire Station Park, lease it as 
a cellular phone tower and paint it with dolphins to enhance 
our tourism atmosphere. 
Formation of the Clearwater Beach Chamber of Commerce is 
also on the long list of initiatives John helped create, as well as 
the Beach Merchants Association.
A Clearwater resident since 1983, John may be a Hoosier by 
birth, but proudly says he is, “a Floridian by choice, gratefully 
and happily married to my wife, Stephanie, since October 21, 
1967.” 
But now, the Dorans are looking at slowing down and changing 
things up a bit. Starting next month, they are going to begin 
to enjoy the Snowbird lifestyle and will alternate between their 
homes in Reno, Nevada and Clearwater Beach. They plan 
to escape our summer heat but will continue to spend their 
winters on the beach. 
John still has many law and tax clients locally and plans to keep 
doing that, too. You can wish them good times by emailing him 
at JohnDoranLaw@Yahoo.com. 
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Business Briefs
BANK OF 
TAMPA OPENS 
IN CLEARWATER 
The new branch 
for Bank of 
Tampa is opening 
at 900 South Ft 
Harrison, just 
south of Publix. 
Its Market 
Director, Craig 
West, should be 
familiar to many 
in the Clearwater area. He is a longtime resident and banking 
professional and is Past President of the Beaches Chamber of 
Commerce. For more than 30 years, The Bank of Tampa has 
been privately held by its employees, directors, and clients. It 
is one of the largest independently-owned banks in the Tampa 
Bay Area. Get more information on Bank of Tampa at 
www.BankofTampa.com. 	
2018 BEST PLACES TO WORK ProVise Management 
Group, LLC (ProVise) has been recognized as a 2018 Best 
Places to Work for Financial Advisers Investment News 
announced.  ProVise was chosen as one of this year’s top-
50 based on employer and employee surveys delving into 
everything from company culture, benefits, career paths 
and more. They will be recognized on May 15th at the first 
annual Best Places to Work for Financial Advisers Awards 
Luncheon in Chicago at the University Club. 
ProVise is a 30 year old financial planning and investment 
management firm headquartered in Clearwater.  As a 
registered investment adviser with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, it serves about 1,100 clients in 
over 30 states, managing approximately $1.44 billion as 
of 12/31/17.  727-441-9022 www.provise.com.	
BAYLIFE NOW EAGLE Darian Zaccardo is the new 
owner of the small pharmacy in the Bluffs Shopping 
Center near Cody’s. Previously called Bay Life Pharmacy, 
they have changed the name to Eagle Pharmacy. 	
CARLOUEL CHANGES Lee 
Mackay was the General 
Manager of Carlouel Yacht Club 
until the end of last year. Now, he 
is the new General Manager of 
the Pelican Golf Club (previously 
the Biltmore Country Club) in 
Belleair that should open the end 
of the year. 
Kelly Williams, Mackay’s assistant 
for the last five years, is now 
Carlouel’s general manager. It 
is located at the north end of 
Clearwater Beach and is a members only club.	
ISLAND VAPE SHOP A new Vape Shop opened on the 
second floor of the Pelican Plaza. It is stocked with all the 
supplies for your vaping needs. Find them at 483 Mandalay. 
Call 754-9751.	
NEWS WANTED If you have news or suggestions 
for this newsletter, please contact us. E-mail news to             
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call 727-517-1997.
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BAIT SHOP 
CHANGES NAME 
The bait shop located 
on the Belleair Beach 
Causeway Boat 
Ramp has changed 
its name. Previously 
Anglers 360, it is 
now Belleair Bait & 
Tackle. Other than 
that, there are no 
other changes. They 
even have the same 
owners. 	
YOUR LOCAL BOATING RESOURCE MarineMax 
Clearwater has everything you need to make the most 
out of your time on the water. It all starts with finding 
your perfect boat. With top-notch brands including Sea 
Ray, Azimut, Boston Whaler, Nautique, Harris, and more, 
they have the ideal boat for your lifestyle. Once you 
take delivery of your boat, you become a member of the 
MarineMax family. This opens the doors for you to enjoy 
all they offer including world-class service, educational 
courses, boater events, and getaways!
The team members of MarineMax Clearwater provide 
a wealth of experience and are all boaters with an 
incredible passion for the water. Beyond boat sales, they 
strive to share their joy and enable other boaters to do 
the same. Visit marinemax.com or call (727) 536-2628 
to explore the world of MarineMax Clearwater boating.	
DREAM VIEW CLOSING THIS MONTH As soon as the 
tourists leave, and the dust settles, Dream View Hotel at the  
south end of the beach is closing. It will then be demolished 
to  make room for a new mixed-use project called JW 
Marriott and become a part hotel and part ownership 
resort. Uday Lele, the hotel’s owner, says he hopes to start 
demo before May 1st. Units are still available for purchase.
The project are located at 691 South Gulfview Blvd. Get 
more info and see renderings at www.JWMarriott.com.	
RADIANCE TURNS 12 
Radiance Medspa, 
known for offering an 
individualized approach 
to anti-aging, skincare 
and body sculpting, is 
celebrating 12 years 
in Belleair Bluffs. The 
Medspa has performed 
more BOTOX and 
Juvederm treatments 
than any other facility 
in Tampa Bay, and is 
among the top 200 
BOTOX and Juvederm 
facilities in the United 
States. The team at 
Radiance takes an active interest in the community by 
supporting charities such as the Homeless Empowerment 
Program, Habitat for Humanity, GFWC Pinellas Seminole 
Woman’s Club, RSC Pinellas, the Arc Tampa Bay 
Foundation, Clearwater Free Clinic, and a dozen others. 

Business Briefs
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ISLAND EARTHDAYS
 April 21-22, 2018, 11 to 5

Honeymoon Island State Park and the Friends of the Island Parks, 
Inc. host Island Earth Days 2018 on Saturday and Sunday, April 
21-22, from 11am to 5pm at Honeymoon Island State Park, 1 
Causeway Blvd., Dunedin. It is free with paid admission to the 
park of $8 per vehicle (eight-person limit.) Event is in the shady 
picnic area next to the north beach and the wooded hiking trails
Part of National Earth Days, this is a celebration of 
environmental and sustainable goals for maintaining and 
promoting preservation of the environment. It showcases the 
rich natural resources that the Parks provide and offers an 
opportunity for attendees to learn how they can help preserve 
and enhance the area’s natural heritage. 
Participants can enjoy nature exhibits, wildlife, land and water, 
and shell displays, as well as visiting many Eco-friendly booths. 
A number of children’s activities will be on-going including 
jewelry making, sandbox turtle dig, bird feeders, paper roll 
crafts newspaper hats and face painting. 
Volunteers from the Boyd Hill Nature Preserve will be bringing 
some of the raptors such as screech owls, barred owl, short 
tailed hawk, vulture, and crested caracara.
Food vendors will offer fresh seafood, plus a variety of other 
food and beverages including beer and wine. Dunedin Brewery 
will feature their latest craft beer selections.
Continuous live entertainment will be featured both days. Band 
favorites include Crystal Beach String Band Saturday from 12 
to 2 and Stump Hollow Bluegrass Band from 2 to 4pm. The 
Drawing will be Sunday afternoon at 3pm.

FINE ART SOCIETY DONATES TO 
BEACH ART CENTER,

Last month, The Fine Arts Society of Belleair Bluffs presented 
a check for $2000 to the Beach Art Center of Indian Rocks 
Beach, Friday, March 23, at the opening of the Art Center’s 
latest show called “April Medley”. 
The Fine Arts Society was founded in 1963 in Belleair Bluffs to 
foster interest in the visual arts and to educate the public and 
society members in the visual arts. Linda Keene, a member of 
the Fine Art Society, said, “The Beach Art Center is a treasure 
to the community and we are making this contribution to assist 
them in expanding their offerings for children and families.” 
“The Beach Art Center has long had a successful summer camp, 
called “Creative Kids Camp” and hopes to build on this with 
year-round opportunities for children and families to participate 
in the creative arts.” Said Margie Meier-Belt, President of the 
Board of the Beach Art Center located at 1515 Bay Palm 
Boulevard, Indian Rocks Beach. “We are truly grateful to the 
Fine Arts Society for this donation to our children’s programs. 
The Beach Art Center is a 501c3 Non-profit Corporation, so 
generous donations such as this one help us to expand our 
mission in the beach community.”
The Fine Art Society’s season begins in November and ends in 
April. Six events and luncheons are enjoyed by its members.  
Dues are $25 a year. To join, please send your check made 
out to the Fine Arts Society, to Linda Wolling at 2940 West 
Bay Drive, #204, Belleair Bluffs, Florida, 33770 indicating new 
membership 2018-2019.
Registration is currently open for the Beach Art Center’s 2018 
Creative Kid’s Camp. Weekly sessions will offer a choice of full-
day sessions and a selection of morning sessions, beginning 
June 4th and running through July 16th. All camps will be 
booked as full one-week packages and will begin. Details and 
registration is available at the www.beachartcenter.org.
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Organizational News...
CLEARWATER SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON  
This all volunteer, non-profit organization teaches boating 
safety skill courses by certified instructors. There is a $45 
charge for text and the material. Lunch is included. Topics 
include boat types, navigation rules, channel marker system 
and new federal laws. One of the best ways to have a fun 
boating experience is to “know before you go.” Consider 
taking a boating course or attending a seminar. 
They host State Certified Safe Boating courses quarterly. This 
course is aimed at getting you back to port safely. Call for 
dates. 
The Squadron is located inland at 1000 Cleveland Street. 
Email Peter Losi, Education Officer, loseas13@Gmail.com 
or call 447-8775 or 441-8775 and leave a message. Visit 
ClearwaterPowerSquadron.org.
CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB 
They are offering their Summer 2018 Membership program, 
effective from May 1 – Sept. 30, 2018. There is no initiation 
fee and dues are $150/month, with no monthly food & 
beverage minimum. This is for use at Clearwater Yacht Club 
exclusively and includes daytime dockage at Clearwater Yacht 
Club. At the close of the summer membership, the summer 
member in good standing may be offered membership in 
a class of their choice (Full, Social, or Junior) at the then 
currently offered rates for dues and initiation, but you are 
not obligated to join. For information, call 727-447-6000 or 
email office@clearwateryachtclub.org.
Upcoming events include:
April 18: Gulls Ladies Fashion Show
April 21: A Wine Tasting and Pairing
May   5: Cinco de Mayo Dock Party
May 12: ARC Fun Day
May 13: Mother’s Day Grand Buffet Brunch
May 19: Clearwater Challenge Regatta
May 28: Memorial Day Cookout
Chartered in 1911, this is one of the oldest Yacht Clubs and 
is known as the most fun, family friendly Yacht Club in the 
area. If you would like to join, you do not need to own a 
boat. Half of their members don’t have one. Most of their 
social activities center around parties in their own restaurant 
or at their waterfront Tiki-Bar.
DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF UPPER PINELLAS
Established in 1940, the Democratic Women’s Club of 
Upper Pinellas County (DWCUP) has the distinction of being 
one the first Democratic Women’s Club in the U.S. Meetings 
are generally held on the fourth Monday of the month, with 
dates adjusted for holidays and other special events. Monthly 
meetings start at 11:30 am, with the business segment 
and presentations starting approximately at noon.  A light 
lunch is available for $5. Their next meeting is April 23. Visit 
dwcup.org for more information.
CLEARWATER COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
They are offering Safe Boating Classes “All About 
Safety.” at Morton Plant Hospital in the Cheek-Powell 
Pavilion building, 455 Pinellas Street, Second Floor. 
Unlike Internet courses, this class is taught by certified 
USCGAUX instructors who can answer your questions 
and share their experiences about our local waters. Topics 
include: Boating Emergencies, Know Your Boat, Getting 
Underway, Navigating, Operating Your Boat Safely and 
Legal Requirements. All graduates receive a ‘Florida 
State Certification Card. Classes are held on the second 
weekend of the month. 
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CLEARWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY      
Volunteers are busy sorting and organizing materials for display 
when the new Cultural Center (former South Ward School) 
opens this fall on 610 S. Fort Harrison Ave. Others are busy 
repairing and maintaining the 1896 Plumb House, located at 
1380 S Martin Luther King Jr. Ave, which is still open on the first 
and third Thursdays of each month, and on Saturdays. 
The Historical Society, The Cultural Center and the Plumb House 
Museum have been selected to participate in the Museum 
Assessment Program (MAP), administered by the American 
Alliance of Museums. Through guided self-study and on-site 
consultation with a museum professional, participation in MAP 
will empower them to better serve the citizens of Clearwater. 
The facilities will be organized for a better experience, while 
also learning about the history of the area. The Spring Fish Fry 
is on May 5th at the Ross Norton Complex. Full fish dinners are 
served with a donation of $12. It is open to the public.
Their Thursday Tours continue on the first and third Thursdays (all 
year) from 9am to noon. 
If you want to help with the renovation process or to be on one 
of many committees, please call Bill Wallace 446-2676. Visit 
ClearwaterHistoricalSociety.org.

DAUGHTERS OF AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
The Clearwater Chapter meets monthly on varying dates 
at the Belleair Country Club. Social hour begins at 11am 
followed by lunch at 11:30am. Everyone is invited to join.
RSVP for meetings with Diane Richardson at 871-9773 or 
BradSkate@AOL.com. Contact Cathy Athanson at 510-7135 
or Dubinwv41@Gmail.com for more information. 

ISLAND ESTATES YACHT CLUB        
The Island Estates Yacht Club is a social club on Island Estates. 
They have various social events throughout the year for club 
members on and off the island. 
New members are always welcome. Please contact Jean Sanders, 
Commodore 2018, to join or for more information. Call her at 
461-3949 or email at EmmaJean.Sanders@Gmail.com. 
MILITARY ORDER OF THE WORLD WARS  
The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of the World 
Wars meets for lunch on the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Belleair Country Club. Social hour begins at 11:30am 
followed by lunch and a short program. Members are retired 
active duty Military Officers and their spouses or widows. 
To RSVP for lunch, or to consider joining, call LTC. George 
Smith at 786-5578.
FRIENDS OF THE BEACH REC CENTER & LIBRARY 
The President for the next year is Linda Owens. Susanne 
Boschen is the new Vice-President. They meet on the third 
Tuesdays of each month at the Rec Center to plan new activities 
for Clearwater Beach. 
They are pleased to announce the latest enhancement to the 
Clearwater Beach neighborhood—the installation of adult 
exercise equipment at McKay Park in North Beach behind the 
children’s play scape on Mandalay Avenue.
Their Then and Now Lecture Series will resume in the Fall. 
The Friends of Clearwater Beach, Library, Recreation Center 
and Pool meet the third Tuesdays at the Rec Center. The next 
meeting is  February 20. Contact Linda Owens 
260-894-0270 or the Library at 562-4970, or email them at 
FriendsOfClearwaterBeach@Gmail.com.

Organizational News...
SAND KEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION    
They are a non-partisan, not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
improving the quality of life on Sand Key by researching issues, 
distributing information and representing members’ views and 
positions. They participate in The Barrier Island Government 
Council, The Florida Shore and Beach Preservation Assn., and 
maintains contact with city and state departments impacting 
Sand Key. Meetings are the first Wednesday at 7pm in The Sailing 
Center and are open to all residents of member condominiums 
and businesses. Interested individuals are welcome to attend.  
E-mail President Brian Pelfrey at skcainc@aol.com.
ISLAND ESTATES CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
Members are Island Estates residents and business owners, 
with a mission to promote the safety, welfare, spirit, and 
unique lifestyle of the Island Estates community. They meet 
monthly on the second Monday. 
Upcoming events include:
April 28: Neighborhood Block Party (4-7pm) on Palm Island 
NW. Residents will be serving up tasty foods. Beer and wine 
available for purchase. Open to all Island Estates residents.
May 22: Spring Social at Island Way Grill, starting at 
5:30pm. Members Only! There will be a Blood Drive in the 
parking lot before and during.
Contact President Mike Anderson at 777-2787 or at 
President@MyIslandEstates.org, or visit myislandestates.org, 
for information.
CLEARWATER COMMUNITY WOMAN’S CLUB 
Their 47th Annual Daisy Grants Fashion Show and Grants 
Luncheon is April 19 at the Belleair Country Club. There, 
the Club will issue 2018 grants, up to $2,000 each. The is 
“Spring Into Summer.” For information or to RSVP, call 
954-303-8414 or visit www.ClearwaterCWC.org.  
The Clearwater Woman’s Club is part of the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. The volunteer service club 
was established more than 40 years ago. General Meetings 
are held the third Tuesdays of each month, at 11am, at the 
Clearwater Downtown Library. For more information about 
the club, contact Martha Hickey at 813-765-6219.
CLEARWATER BEACH ASSOCIATION
They meet the first Tuesday of the month at the Chapel 
By-The-Sea. All members, or those wishing to join, are 
welcome to attend. Visit clearwaterFLBeachAssoc.com.
May 1: Monthly meeting at the Chapel (6:30pm)
May 5: Spring Volunteer Project (9am). Members will clean 
the beach accesses and have fun doing it. 
June 5: Board Meeting at the Chapel.  
This neighborhood association promotes projects of a civic, 
recreational and entertainment nature. Membership is $25/
household and checks can be made payable to CBA and 
mailed to 294 Windward Passage, Suite 408, Clearwater, 
FL 33767. 
Visit Contact Beth Prast at esphome@yahoo.com or 
David MacNamee DMacNav@TampaBay.RR.com, or visit 
ClearwaterBeachAssoc.com for more information.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
The Clearwater Chapter meets monthly on the third 
Wednesday at the Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Avenue 
at 11:30 to socialize. Lunch begins at noon. Their programs 
normally pertain to the Constitution or Revolutionary history. 
New members and guests are always welcome. Call Jim 
Phillips at 447-1616 or email to JPhillips1936@icloud.com. 
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ISLAND ESTATES WOMAN’S CLUB
They meet monthly from September-May. Socials include 
lunch with guest speakers, entertainment, fund-raisers, field 
trips and monthly happy hours. 
More than 200 people attended their annual Spring Fashion 
Show last month. The wonderful event raised of $12,500 for 
their Scholarship Fund. The winners of scholarships, all from 
Clearwater High School, will be presented at their May 15th 
luncheon at The Beachcomber Restaurant. 
The Club is open to all women in all communities - residents, 
visitors and snowbirds - they welcome one and all. Dues 
are $20. For membership information, call the Membership 
Chairperson, Joan Landreth, at 812-8078 or visit 
islandestateswomensclub.org. Reach Club President, Lynne 
McCaskill at 430-1911. 
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB         
Their Mother’s Day plant sale is Saturday, May 12, from 9am 
to 12pm at 405 Seminole Street in Clearwater. Gardening 
enthusiasts will find a selection of hanging baskets, houseplants, 
annuals, and herbs. All plants are reasonably priced and come 
from local gardens and gardeners. Knowledgeable folks will 
be on hand to answer questions and give advice. This event is 
a great way to get mom a special plant or basket of plants to 
enjoy for her special day and days afterwards. 
Joe Blum, a science teacher at Largo’s St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Elementary School, recently received certification from the 
National Federation of Garden Clubs for establishing a 
beautiful and productive butterfly garden. His students have 
since released many endangered Monarch Butterflies that 
they saved from predators when they were small caterpillars. 
Joe is establishing another butterfly garden, as well as almost 
completing two cactus/succulent gardens.
His success led to a $500 grant from District VIII of the National 
Federation of Garden Clubs, and members of the Clearwater 
Garden Club matched the $500 for the establishment of a 
“Seed To Table Garden.” Club members also donated seeds, 
plants and cuttings. 
Clearwater Garden Club volunteered to build a table and 
two benches so Blum can teach classes in the garden among 
the bird feeders and plants. Weekly measurements are taken 
and recorded of the gardens growth and students oversee 
the watering schedule. Next, the vegetables will be harvested, 
which the students plan to cook and eat. Ultimately, they hope 
to give produce to the school’s students and the community. 
The Club meets twice a month (October through May) 
in Clearwater at 405 Seminole Street. They also hold 
demonstrations on the third Saturdays of the month.  Garden 
Call 316-5504, email ClearwaterGardenClub@Gmail.com 
or visit ClearwaterGardenClub.org. 
CLEARWATER BEACH ROTARY 
Charted in chartered November 2, 1953, this year they will 
celebrate their 64th birthday. They meet at the Palm Pavilion 
on the third Thursday of each month at 5:30pm. If you want 
to join, please call Sharon Skinner at 515-1532l or visit 
ClearwaterBeachRotary.com.
PINELLAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
“We are entering a new fiscal year that we believe will be exciting 
and rewarding for all of our members, volunteers and the 
public,” says Past President Rose Marie. “We have more sprucing 
up to do, an opening for the Sponge Warehouse and a few more 
surprises coming soon.” To join or get involved call 582-2123. 
Get more information at www.PinellasCounty.org/Heritage.

Organizational News...
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