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HOW DID INDIAN ROCKS BEACH GET ITS NAME?

A

common question from visitors is “How did Indian
Rocks Beach get its name?” There has been a lot of
confusion, not only about where the name came
from, but exactly what the name is, and where it is
located.
The historical society recently discovered a letter written
in 1950 by an official of the United States Department
of the Interior that raises questions about the Indian
Rocks Beach name. It asked, “Are there two towns,
Indian Rocks on the mainland and Indian Rocks Beach
on the Island?”
An attachment to the letter listed about a dozen
citations from charts and maps going back to 1873
showing different variations of the name, including
“Indian Rock,” “Indian Rocks,” and “Indian Rocks
Beach.” The area defined as Indian Rock(s) also varied
from one map to another, sometimes including all of
Sand Key and a large area of the mainland nearby.
The problems began when the first settlers arrived
in 1883. They were dismayed to find they could not
acquire property on the island because government
maps did not show that body of land. After a surveyor
came out from Washington, D.C., pioneer Harvey
Hendrick was finally able to claim homesteader rights
on a mile and a half of the island “lying directly in
front of the Rocks.”
We can clear up questions about the location of this
“Indian Rocks” community. The settlement began in
the area around the Narrows, where there was a ferry
crossing and later a bridge. Most of the houses and
businesses were on the mainland side, until the 1940s
when development of the fingers began on the island and the population shifted to the beach.
The community was incorporated twice. The first incorporation, in 1925, lasted only two years and included the
mainland, Indian Shores and much of Sand Key. The 1955 incorporation of Indian Rocks Beach contained 1.4 square
miles on the island, the same boundaries that exist today.
Questions about the Indian Rocks name aren’t so easily answered. It is true that various names have appeared on maps
over the years, with the earlier maps usually favoring the singular “Indian Rock.” We cannot be sure how the name
originated.
There is a fanciful legend that tells the story of Chic-a-Si, an ailing Indian chief. He was brought from inland Florida to
the area’s sulfur springs, known for their curative powers. The chief drank the water and miraculously recovered. After
that, the Indians returned every year to the place where large rocks surrounded the healing springs, and the area became
known as Indian Rocks.
Other theories say Indians used rocks as stepping stones to cross the Narrows, and those were Indian rocks. Or, simply,
people recognized that the rocky stretch along the Narrows had been Indian fishing grounds, and referred to the area as
Indian Rocks.
An intriguing alternative explanation is noted in the documents from the Department of the Interior mentioned earlier.
They say that on early maps, starting in 1879, the name “Indian Rock” referred not to a settlement or town, but rather to
“a topographic feature.”
Perhaps that topographic feature, called Indian Rock on the maps, was literally a large rock that looked like an Indian.
Could that be the answer to how Indian Rocks got its name?

Story by Nancy Ayers an Indian Rocks Historical Museum board member.
Visit the museum website at IRBmuseum.com.
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INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER
Inside, you will find articles and
local information about the nearby
area. We call it a Neighborhood
Newsletter because it is primarily
about your neighborhood, Indian
Rocks Beach. This newsletter is
printed every other month and
mailed to every occupied house in
the city.
Do you need another copy? Ask for
them at USA Grocers, CVS Drug
Store, or any Indian Rocks Real
Estate office.
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter.
We want your input. Did you like
this issue? What suggestions do you
have for future articles? Call or email
us with your comments, or take our
online survey at beachnewsletters.com.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE YOU AGAIN IN
SEPTEMBER!

CITY MANAGER Gregg Mims 595-2517
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Cookie Kennedy Vice Mayor
Phil Wrobel• Phil Hanna • Ed Hoofnagle
Building Dept: Dan Weigner 517-0404
Planning & Zoning:
517-0404
Public Services: Dean Scharmen 595-6889
Mon - Fri, 7am to 3:30pm
Solid Waste/Trash Pickup
595-6889
ELECTRICITY
443-2641
PHONE (RESIDENTIAL) 800-483-4000
PHONE (BUSINESS)
800-483-5000
WATER
464-4000
CABLE (BRIGHT HOUSE)
329-5020
-------------------------------------------IRB LIBRARY
596-1822
Mon-Fri 10-5pm, Sat 10-1pm
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM 593-3861
Wed - Sat, 10am to 2pm
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC. 692-7867
Joe McCall, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin IRBboatclub.com 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER
596-4331
1515 Bay Palm Blvd., Mon-Fri 8:45am to 4pm

POST OFFICE

596-2894

IRB ROTARY, Bruce Sobut,

403-4060

204 4th Ave. Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30; Sat 9a-12p

Meets at Jimmy Guana’s every Wed. 7:15AM

ACTION 2000 Julie Hoofnagle 400-6672
Meets 2nd Mon each month Beach Art Ctr

BEACH FOOD PANTRY

517-2534

THRIFT CENTER OF IRB

596-8868

1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm

Tue & Sat, 10am to 2pm, Thu 5 to 8pm

LITTLE LEAGUE
574-339-9248
IRB WELCOME CENTER
595-4575
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS 595-1038
-------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES:
9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH
582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION
595-1117
------------------------------------------PINELLAS COUNTY INFO
464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES
464-3377
Karen Seel
464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jack Latvala
727-793-2797
Republican, District 20
26133 US Hwy19 N. Ste 201, Clearwater
Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-395-2512
Republican, District 66
8383 Seminole Blvd. Suite B, Seminole
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio
202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Charlie Crist . . . . . . . . . . .202-225-5961
696 1st Ave N., Suite #203, St. Pete
www.Crist.House.Gov

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

JULY
Independence Day
4
Fireworks Clearwater
4
City Commission Meeting
11
Homeowners Happy Hour
13
Sand Key Sunset Run #3
14
Tampa Bay Home Show 14-16
Action 2000 Service Saturday
22
Parent’s Day
23
Grouper Week
23-30
AUGUST
Little League Fall Ball Sign Up Now
Sales Tax Holiday
4-6
Community Clean Up Week
7-8-9
City Commission Meeting
8
Public School Begins
10
Homeowners Happy Hour
10
Sand Key Park Sunset Run
11
Buc’s First Pre-Season Game
11
Trim Notices Mailed Second
14
Boat Club To Marina Cantina
19
SEPTEMBER
GekoFest Gulfport
Labor Day Public Schools Closed
Grandparents Day

2
4
10

Patriots Day
11
Bucs First Real Game Miami
10
City Commission Meeting
12
Homeowners Happy Hour
13
IRB Boat Club Meeting
20
Seminole Chemical Collection
17
Rosh Hashanah
21-22
Autumn Begins
22
Boat Club Island Party
23
National Coffee Day
29
Yom Kippur Begins
29
Super Boat Race Weekend
29-30
OCTOBER
Fire Prevention Month
City Occupational Licenses Due
1
Clearwater Super Boat Races
1
Rock The Beach Invasion
7
SPCA 3k Pet Walk
7
Hispanic Heritage Concert
8
Columbus Day Public Schools Closed 9
Coffee With A Cop
10
City Commission Meeting
10
Homeowners Happy Hour
12
Oktoberfest
14
Household Chemical Collection
14
Clearwater Jazz Holiday
19-22
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Here they are - this year’s Anona Elementary Graduating Class. In just seven short years, they will be the Graduating
Class of 2024 and on their way to adulthood. There were 75 kids in this year’s graduating class, continuing a tradition
that dates to 1874. One third of the students live in the Indian Rocks area. Principle Ann Welch, (foreground, at the
left) has been at Anona for two-and-a-half years. Enjoy your summer, and remember school starts again on August
10th!
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Did You Know

PENNY FOR PINELLAS
You will soon be hearing a lot
about the Penny For Pinellas
campaign, which is up for
renewal November 7, 2017.The
program allows for 1¢ of our
sales tax to go to the Penny for
Pinellas fund, which is shared
with individual cities. The Penny
has enabled both the county and
its 24 municipalities to build a
better Pinellas, with improved roads, bridges and trails,
water quality and flood prevention, public safety facilities,
and preservation of our parks and environment. The Penny
can only be used for capital expenses and infrastructure
investments. It cannot be used for ongoing maintenance
and operating costs. If renewed by the voters, that penny
is expected to generate over $2 billion over its next ten
years.
LOCK ‘EM UP! The Sheriff would like to remind those
who go to the beach - lock your cars! More than 80
percent of vehicle burglaries in the area occur in cars that
are not properly locked. That makes it easier for criminals
to help themselves to your wallet, purse, computer and
other valuables. Actually, no matter where you are,
always take the time to lock your car.
WORLD CLASS SOFTBALL July 24-30, Clearwater
will be host to the 2017 Jr. Women’s World Softball
Championship, a fast-pitch softball tournament. There
will be 110 teams, with over 2,000 players, their families,
and 30 umpires from 23 countries including the U.S.,
Japan, China, Brazil, Great Britain, Israel, Ireland, and
Italy. All the games will be held at the Eddie C. Moore
Complex, which has nine softball fields. “The economic
impact of this seven day tournament is estimated to be
$10-million” says Brian Craig, Clearwater’s Recreation
Coordinator. Volunteers are still needed to help. Call the
City’s Recreation Department at 562-4803.
TAX FREE DAYS The state approved August 4-6 as sales
tax free days for back to school supplies. The state will
offer sales tax-free days on many school related products,
including school supplies, clothing, shoes, backpacks and
personal computers up to $750.
WHICH WAY?
With the completion
of the City’s new
entrance pocket
park, a directional
sign has been
installed at the
intersection of
Gulf Blvd and
Walsingham Rd. It
was conceived by
City Manager Gregg
Mims and Public
Works employees
Calvin and Lorin,
who also designed
it. DVC Signs in
Largo constructed it
for $975. You many see other signs like this popping up
round town to continue our beachy feel, soon.
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and More...

NEW PAINTING
FOR THE LIBRARY
Indian Rocks’s newly
designed Library has a
new painting adorning
their wall. The Friends
of the Library bought
this triptych - really 3
paintings - titled “Bridge
to Paradise—IRB” that
was painted by our local
Plein Aire Cottage Artists. Pictured with it is Mary Rose
Holmes, one of the painting’s three artists.
COUNTRY JUBILEE RETURNS The popular Country
Jubilee at Heritage Park (which was canceled last year)
is being rescheduled for Saturday, October 28th. It
will also include a Flea Market. If you are interested in
participating, call 582-2233 now.
READING WITH THE RAYS Register for the Rays
Baseball Foundation summer reading program Reading
with the Rays-Read Your Way to the Ballpark. Register
with the Indian Rocks Beach Library, who will track your
progress and award prizes for reaching certain goals,
including free tickets to a Rays game. Reading with the
Rays spokesman Evan Longoria will visit local libraries
throughout the summer to speak to the kids about the
importance of reading.
How to Play: Choose your favorite books from the
Library, or your favorite section of the Tampa Bay Times,
to read over the summer. As you read, track your hours
by rounding the bases and collect Rays prizes.
When you read enough hours to get on first base, ask
your parent to initial your card and bring it to the Library
to get a reward. Read a total of 24 hours and receive two
tickets to a Rays game! Ends September 29th.
ACCESS PERMITS After an evacuation, such as a
major storm or hurricane, residents (and businesses) are
required to have a permit to re-enter the beach. Under
this program, created by the Pinellas County Sheriff’s
office, and assisted by the Beach governments, you must
sign up in advance to receive their emergency permit.
They are free. Two permits will be issued per household.
Businesses may request additional passes for employees.
NEW FIELD OF
DREAMS Indian Rocks
Beach’s Joe Campalong
Little League Field is
under going a complete
rehab, which includes
grading, drainage,
irrigation, turf, clay
work, home plate,
pitcher’s mound, foul
lines and more. “The field was worn out,” says Dean
Scharmen, Public Services Director. “It had met its life
expectancy with all the increased usage.” The field closed
in June and is scheduled to reopen September 4th. The
cost of this remodel is just over $100,000. The City has
included the cost in its 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan.
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN SEPTEMBER Read this issue,
as well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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ANOTHER RETIREMENT FOR FATHER BOB
Father Bob Wagenseil is retiring again,
sort of. He is turning the sailing lines, for
his youth sailing program, over to other
qualified volunteer leaders, but he will
still be around.
Father Bob, now 63, was a member of
the Episcopal Church priesthood for 33
years, the last 18 at the Calvary Episcopal
Church of Indian Rocks Beach. While at
the church, he created the Indian Rocks
Family Sailing Program & Summer
Camps, which is probably the thing he is
most proud of. “It was a dream I had when
I first arrived at the waterfront church,”
says Father Bob. In 2001, through the
generosity of the Pinellas Suncoast Fire
and Rescue, the IRB Rotary, the Church,
and business leaders, the program was
founded. “We bought eight dinghies and
completed construction of a dock. Within
two weeks, we had ten kids signed up,”

Ned Covel (Lt), Rogers Howard (Center)
and Father Bob (Right).

he remembers.
After retiring from the church
four years ago, Father Bob
continued to run The Sailing
Program at the church, until it
outgrew the site and it to moved
the Clearwater Yacht Club
(CYC). There, with the help of
many, Father Bob continued to
teach kids the art of sailing—
and so much more.
Sailing Camp, a series of two-week camps,
runs throughout June and July. Sailing is the
“magnet” that draws kids to the program,
but it is more than sailing. The kids play,
swim, eat, take field trips, watch movies,
learn and grow. “They build relationships
and friendships,” Father Bob explains.
“They learn about values and how to work
together and help others—in sailing and in
life.”
The beginning of this year’s camp had
32 campers and 17 Junior Advisors.
Junior Advisors are past campers. They
know a little more about sailing and help
teach others how to sail and behave.
Camp is $150 per session. Scholarships,
donated by people and businesses, are
available for families who cannot afford
the fee.
CYC donates their facilities—inside
and out—and at the end of the year,

the Camp gives CYC any profit, which
is usually a significant donation. “The
CYC shares this commitment to kids
and has adopted the program as its
own,” says Father Bob. “It is a genuine
partnership intended to benefit kids and
their families. But, this program could not
survive without the generous support and
financial contributions of area people,
clubs, CYC members and businesses,”
Father Bob wants to emphasize.
Father Bob and his wife plan to move to
the Crystal River area, however, he will
stay involved with the Sailing Program.
The program is still in the good hands.
Father Bob turned over the lines to his
co-manager Ned Covel, who has been
working with the program for about
8 years. Ned will also have the help of
Rogers Howard, who has also donated
many hours and years to the program.
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WHERE WILL YOU BE DURING GROUPER WEEK? JULY 22-30
Not as scary as shark week, but much more popular in our area, is Grouper Week which happens again July 22-30. This is
not a national thing—just a little something Visit St Pete/Clearwater launched to promote grouper fishing and eating. Pinellas
County is one of the largest suppliers of the country’s grouper. You can find it in most of our seafood restaurants and many
will have grouper specials that week.
Grouper is caught all over the world,
but waters off Pinellas County are one
of the best areas to catch it. Madeira
Beach’s John’s Pass is billed as “The
Grouper Capital of the World.”
Some believe grouper got its name
from the Portuguese word garoupa.
Others believe it came from
an indigenous South American
language. In Australia, it is called
it “groper”. In the Middle East it is
“hammour”. No matter what you
call it, it is a tasty mild fish.
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“Grouper is getting a lot harder to get,” says Scott Bebell, Guppy’s Head Chef. “We only serve Black Grouper, which
we feel is the best. If it is not fresh, I do not accept it. The price varies. When we say ‘market price’ it means between $23$26—and is based on what we pay for it.”
“Grouper is one of the main things we sell here at Crabby Bills,” says Matt Loder, owner. “Quality matters to us so much that
we actually DNA test our grouper to ensure we only serve pure grouper.”

Who’s Got Gr

ouper on Thei

r Menu?
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Real Estate News

HOMEOWNERSHIP OF THE BRAVE
In the Land of the Free

By Gordon Obarski, Real Estate Broker Gordon Realty House

The American Dream is the belief
that, regardless of background,
everyone can achieve prosperity
through hard work and
determination. Since World War II,
homeownership has been considered
part of “the dream.”
Is that dream still alive in Florida?
In a recent survey, 45% of Floridians
agreed that owning a home is an
American Dream necessity. Only
6.8% strongly disagreed.
But, a recently released report from the U.S.
Census Bureau shows that, as of 2016, the Florida
homeownership rate dropped 8% to 64.4%, the lowest
since the government began tracking it. (Homeownership
= owner-occupied dwellings as a percentage of total
occupied households.) Florida’s homeownership rate is
higher than the U.S. rate. It reached its peak of 72.4% in
2006, just before the real estate market tanked.
Surprisingly, here in the land of the free and the home
of the brave, U.S. homeownership ranks #41 out of 52
(Q1 2017), among the lowest in the developed world.
Some countries ranking lower are the U.K., Japan, Austria
and Germany. Switzerland ranks dead last…possibly
because a tax is charged on what you would pay yourself
to rent the home you own. Countries such as Romania,
China, Singapore, Hungary and Nepal report the highest
homeownership.
In Ireland, buying real estate is one big bluff. Only the
seller is represented by an agent and deals directly
with the buyer in an informal bidding process. Lowball
offers are the starting point followed by blustering and
posturing. Panama lacks an MLS so the price of a home
is a mystery. In North Korea, it’s illegal to buy and sell
houses…period. North Koreans often buy secretly or
bribe officials to falsify paperwork. In France, according
to their inheritance laws, a surviving spouse must share
ownership with his/her children and get their permission
before selling or renting the property.
The dream of owning a home is being compromised
nationally. And, owning on the beaches, especially
waterfront, is exponentially more difficult. Consider
that IRB’s cost of living is 43.6% higher than the rest
of the country. Plus, the State’s luxury home market
($1 million+) is being affected by a declining ratio of
millionaire households. Florida’s millionaire percentage
ranked the state #10 in 2006. By 2011, it dropped to
#19 and in 2016, it fell even further to #32.
Defying gravity, Q1 2017 sales in Indian Rocks Beach,
compared to the same period last year, placed our
community FIRST in terms of single-family home sales
growth…up 162.5%! No other beach community ranked
in the top five. What a nice surprise after Pinellas reported
a 44% drop in sales at the end of January. Time to set off
some fireworks and celebrate!
Source: My Florida Regional MLS
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SEA TURTLE NESTING
SEASON UNDERWAY
Beach residents and
visitors reminded to take
precautions protecting
nests until Oct. 31
Sea turtle nesting season
is underway, and in
order to practice superior
environmental stewardship,
Pinellas County reminds
beach residents and visitors
in beach communities to
keep conditions safe for
sea turtles to thrive.
Females generally nest
from early May through August with turtle eggs typically taking
between 50 and 60 days to hatch.
The Clearwater Marine Aquarium monitors nearly 26 miles of
coastline and reports on sea turtle nesting activity. The staff
engages in early morning patrols to locate new nesting sites
and late night patrols to check existing nests for hatchlings.
They also watch the nests from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. to make
sure that hatchlings make it to the water safely. Do not pick up
hatchlings heading toward the water, shine lights or use photo
equipment with a flash. Hatchlings use starlight and moonlight
reflecting off the water to find their way to the ocean, and if they
become misled by artificial light, they can become disoriented
and die.
In addition to checking the beaches every morning for signs
of new nests, aquarium staff mark the nests and rope them
off to avoid human disturbance. As an endangered species,
loggerhead turtles are protected under federal law. Bothering
their nests is illegal. To report the disturbance of a sea turtle
nest, or report the sightings of turtles or hatchlings lost, stranded
or wandering in the street, call the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC) Division of Law Enforcement
at 1-888-404-3922 or *FWC from a cell phone.
Most Pinellas County beach communities have ordinances
in place prohibiting lighting that casts glare onto the beach
during turtle nesting season, which ends on Oct. 31.
During nesting season, residents and beach visitors should do
the following:
• Turn off outside lights, draw drapes and avoid using flashlights
or fishing lamps on the beach.
• Remove obstacles such as sand castles or sand pits that may
make it too difficult for hatchlings to make their way to the
shoreline.
• Keep the beach clean. Eliminate trash items that may entangle
baby hatchlings and adult turtles.
• Do not approach or harass adult turtles as they make their
way back to sea.
• If residents spot turtle tracks or what might be a nest, and it
does not appear to be protected by stakes or ribbon, call the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium at (727) 441-1790, ext. 1.
By obeying the law and following some simple guidelines,
residents and visitors can greatly improve the chances of sea
turtle survival.
Clearwater Marine Aquarium reports that 2016 was a record
year for nests and events that impacted them. The area was host
to 318 turtle nests with more than 13,000 hatchlings released
into the ocean last year. Tropical Storm Colin and Hurricanes
Hermine and Matthew damaged and destroyed several nests.
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YOUR DIGITAL LIFE AFTER
DEATH OR INCAPACITY
by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

Hopefully you have a living trust and/or
will along with the other legal documents
needed in case of disability or death. But
have you also made preparations for the
orderly transfer of your digital assets?
Who knows where to find the passwords
needed to reach these assets? Can these
assets be inherited by heirs?
While digital assets include the hardware
we use, it is more about the information
stored at various websites. How does one access your
bank accounts, bill payments, credit cards, frequent flyer
information, governmental records, email accounts,
Facebook, LinkedIn, Amazon, pictures, etc. at a website?
While technology makes life easier today (who remembers
phone numbers anymore), it can make life difficult in the
case of mental incapacity or death. The first thing your
executor will need is the passwords to your digital life. If you
are like a lot of people you have a list somewhere, but will
they know where to find it? Do you have it in some type of
code that no one else would understand?
A tool that we use personally and we recommend to clients
is a password app for your smart phone or tablet. We are
not endorsing any of the apps, as you should do your own
investigation, but perhaps this will get you moving in the
right direction. In short, by using these apps you, your
power of attorney, or your executor have access to all of the
websites and passwords by simply knowing one password,
which opens the app itself.
1Password, LastPass and eWallet are the ones we hear
about most often, but there are many others. Most have an
unlimited amount of passwords that can be stored, can store
credit card numbers, and will automatically fill in the login
information when you click on the website. With the need to
change passwords on a regular basis most apps will do this
if you choose to do so and the passwords they generate are
probably stronger than the ones you create for yourself.
Further, there is generally lots of room to make notes within
and sometimes a place to store pictures. If you have the app
on one device it can often automatically be transferred to
other devices. Make sure that whichever app you use that it
has high security and AES 256-bit encryption makes security
at a bank level.
If you would like to talk more about this part of estate planning,
please give us a call for a complimentary consultation.
V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chairman and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105
Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022, info@provise.com
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise Management Group, LLC.

The information herein is general and educational in nature and should not be
considered legal or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations are complex and are
subject to change
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PINELLAS COUNTY JOINS RECYCLING EFFORT TO “TRASH THE BAG”
Maintaining its commitment
to practicing superior
environmental stewardship,
Pinellas County has joined
a regional effort to promote
recycling of plastic and
encourage residents to “trash
the bag.”
The multimedia public
education campaign features
a new bay-spanning video
and co-branded webpage,
TampaBayRecycles.org,
which will provide recycling
information and encourage
residents to keep recycling
bag-free, no matter
where they are in the Tampa Bay area. Partners in this
effort include City of St. Petersburg, City of Tampa and
Hillsborough County.
Plastic bags and bagged recyclables are NOT recycled
because they can’t be efficiently sorted by recycling
equipment. Plastic bags also get tangled in the sorting
equipment, which causes equipment damage, creates
health and safety hazards for workers, reduces the amount
of recyclables that can be recovered, and increases the cost
of the recycling process. All recyclables should be placed in
recycling carts and municipal drop-off containers loosely,
not bagged.
Using reusable bags is more eco-friendly than using
disposable plastic bags when shopping. Plastic bags can

be reused for other purposes around the house, recycled at
participating retailers, or disposed of in garbage carts.
All four jurisdictions participating in the regional recycling
effort use Waste-to-Energy facilities for trash disposal,
turning garbage into renewable electricity.
Curbside and residential recycling systems are only
designed to process certain items, including:
• Clean and empty plastic bottles and containers
• Clean and empty aluminum cans
• Clean and empty glass bottles and jars
• Dry paper, newspaper, and junk mail
• Clean and empty metal containers
• Clean and empty milk and juice cartons
• Dry paperboard boxes (such as cereal boxes)
• Dry flattened cardboard
This partnership marks the
first time Pinellas County,
Hillsborough County, the City
of Tampa, and the City of St.
Petersburg have worked together
on a single regional recycling
campaign. For additional
information on recycling in
Pinellas County, visit www.
pinellascounty.org/recycle.
This initiative is a key component
of Pinellas County’s Strategic
Plan: reducing, reusing and
recycling resources including energy, water and solid waste.
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Bar & Restaurant News

PIZZA SHACK CELEBRATES 35 YEARS It’s billed as
“Largo’s Best Kept Secret,” but it really isn’t. Everyone
knows and loves the Pizza Shack. In August, this family
owned business will celebrate its 35 anniversary. Darrell
and Elaine Youness have owned the restaurant for the past
13 years. Even their daughter and other family members
work there. “We make our food from scratch,” says Darrell.
“Our pizzas are hand-tossed and many of the recipes came
from family members. We want it to be a place people can
come for a nice dinner and a good time.”
Pizza Shack has a lot more than just pizza. They have a
complete Italian menu with 21 different wines and 26
beers (12 on tap). Find them just across the bridge at
11963 Indian Rocks Road. Call 596-6780 for pick-up.
PANERA’S PARENT COMPANY SOLD In April, JAB,
parent company of Krispy Kreme Donuts, Dunkin Donuts,
and more, purchased the Panera Bread brand. JAB, a
European company, has been on a buying spree lately
spending over $40 billion on acquisitions. They paid $7.5
billion for Panera Bread. Local managers do not expect
any noticeable changes to the local stores. Panera Bread
operates a store in Belleair Bluffs at 2928 West Bay Drive.
VOLUNTEER ARMY Crabby Bill’s is assembling
a “Crabby Army” to participate in quarterly beach
cleanups. The first will be to clean up after festivities on
July 5th. Volunteers will pass out biodegradable trash
bags to visitors on 4th of July at various accesses. This is
in conjunction with other groups throughout the city. The
intent is to encourage ALL visitors to “Leave only your
footprints” on our beautiful beach. Bags and gloves can
be picked up in the office at Crabby Bill’s at 8:15am, or
will be available at the beach accesses both on the 4th
and the 5th of July. July 5th, they are hosting a breakfast
buffet in their IRB Banquet Room for all volunteers.
YOGA It’s Your Day Café presents yoga on their patio,
the first Sunday of each month at 9am - The $10 fee
includes a cup of French Roast Coffee.
Use their personal chef service to enjoy a delicious dinner
while you watch sunset or to enjoy after work. Delivery
or pick-up service are available. It’s Your Day Café is
located at 311 Gulf Blvd #5 in Indian Rocks Beach.
STEFANO’S REOPENS Stefano’s Italian Restaurant
closed its Indian Rocks location in January. By the time
you read this, they hope to be reopened in the Portofino
Shopping Center in Seminole on the northeast corner of
Park Blvd at 131st Street (near the Winn-Dixie.) Call 5958444 to see if they are open yet.
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BONEFISH CELEBRATES
15 GREAT YEARS IN
THE BLUFFS In June
2002, 15 years ago,
Bonefish Grill opened.
Since then, they have
served a lot of Bang
Bang shrimp and many
wonderful dinners.
The restaurant opened the
same year Chris Arbutine
became Mayor of Belleair
Bluffs. “I have eaten at Bonefish more times than I can
remember,” says Mayor Arbutine. “I enjoy it every time.
It is a great place to eat, drink and socialize. They have
been an excellent addition to our community.”
Niko Hales, managing partner at our Bonefish, has been
there since 2015. Bonefish Grill is located at 2939 West
Bay Drive. Call ahead seating is available; call 518-1230.
KEEGAN’S AN IRB FIXTURE Keegan’s Seafood
Restaurant originally opened in 1985, but not where it is
today. It was first opened in SandBar’s location by Linda
and Cesare Labador. In August 2008, the Schonowski
family bought the restaurant. John and Jackie run the
front end and John Jr. is the chef. Find them 1519
Gulf Blvd at 16th Avenue. See their menu at www.
KeegansSeafood.com.
CADDY’S PUB The new owners, who also own Caddy’s
in Treasurer Island and McDinton’s Irish Pub in Tampa &
St. Petersburg, are designing plans to remodel what was
The Pub. They plans, which are still being worked on,
include remodeling the entire north end of the restaurant
and bar area. A small covered area is going to be added
for a band and the outside dining area will be larger and
more accessible. They hope to start the project this fall.
A TOP 100 RESTAURANT Guppy’s On the Beach was
recently selected as a TOP 100 Restaurant “with outdoor
seating”—as voted by actual diners with OpenTable, an
online nationwide restaurant reservation service founded
in 1998. The service is used by over 40,000 restaurants,
which combined, can seat over 23 million diners per
month. Guppy’s recognition was calculated by people
who actually dined there and had used OpenTable to
make their reservations. For more info on OpenTable, go
to www.OpenTable.com. Visit www.3BestChefs.com to see
Guppy’s full menu.
SUNDAY DRINKS The
Pinellas County Commission
approved an ordinance that
allows restaurants and stores
to serve alcohol at 8am—every
day—including Sundays. This
ordinance brought uniformity
to alcohol sales for each day
of the week, 8am to 3am, and
changes the previous ordinance
that restricted Sunday sales to
an 11am start. Cities had the
right to set their own times and
Indian Rocks Beach adopted
the 8am opening also, and
elected to continue with our 2am closing. Now, you can
have your Bloody Marys and Mimosas at 8am on Sunday
morning countywide.
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HURRICANE SEASON REMINDS US TO REVIEW FLOOD COVERAGE, BE PREPARED
By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner

Rain. It’s a blessing and, at times, a curse due to flooding.
With hurricane and rainy season in full swing, locally heavy
downpours bring the potential for flooding, especially since
much of our county is located within a floodplain and everyone
is in a flood zone.
To help our citizens plan and prepare, Pinellas County is
reminding residents to review their current insurance policies
and consider adding flood insurance to their coverage.
Anywhere it rains, it can flood and having an insurance policy
for your home and business is a tool everyone should consider,
even if they don’t live in a FEMA Special Flood Hazard Areas
(SFHAs), which are designated high risk flood zones.
Regular homeowners’ insurance doesn’t cover property
damage caused by a flood. Flood insurance, on the other
hand, provides coverage for water intrusion due to flooding
caused by heavy rains, tropical storms and hurricanes. Because
the County and its municipalities participate in the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), flood insurance is available to
homeowners, renters and business owners whether or not they
are in a designated high risk flood zone.
Flood insurance is mandatory for federally-backed mortgages
on buildings located in the special flood hazard area. Nearly
20 percent of flood insurance claims come from areas that are
not in a high risk flood zone. Find out your flood risk. You may
be in an area subject to storm surge or localized flooding that
is not a FEMA-designated high risk flood zone. Take advantage
of a highly discounted Preferred Risk Policy if you are in a low or
moderate risk flood zone.
Due to Pinellas County’s proactive efforts and participating
in the federal Community Rating System (CRS), residents

of unincorporated areas are eligible to
receive up to 25 percent savings on the
cost of their flood insurance, which saved
unincorporated residents and businesses
more than $5 million in flood insurance
policy premiums over the last year.
Be sure to review your coverage soon.
Typically, there is a 30-day waiting period
from the date of purchase before a flood
policy goes into effect. Be prepared. Don’t get caught without
flood insurance this hurricane season.
You can learn more about flood insurance topics by visiting
www.pinellascounty.org/flooding or calling (727) 464-7700.
Pinellas County is also offering another tool to help you prepare
for hurricane season. It’s called Ready Pinellas and it’s a free
mobile app that includes multiple readiness checklists that are
aligned with the hurricane cone forecast system used by the
National Hurricane Center.
Residents can immediately know what to do during “blue sky”
periods and then through the five-day and three-day cones of
probability to simplify planning with a well thought-out checklist
system. You can also look up your evacuation level, look up
your property’s storm surge vulnerability through the Storm
Surge Protector, sign-up for shelter and transportation if you
have a special need, find out how to prepare for your pet and
so much more.
You can download the free Ready Pinellas mobile app from the
Apple App Store or from Google Play.
Hurricane season is a time to be prepared. Take the time
to make sure you and your family have a plan and prepare
ahead to have peace of mind this hurricane season.
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BELLEVIEW BILTMORE GOLF CLUB CLOSES FOR REMODELING
Last year, the City sold the Belleview Biltmore Golf Club, on
Indian Rocks Road, for $3.8 million to The Doyle family, residents
of Belleair. The city bought the property to protect it from being
developed into something else, paying for $3.5 million.
The Doyles also want to protect, and improve the golf course.
Their first action was to rename the golf course. It is reverting
to its original name, The Pelican Golf Club, given to it when the
club opened in 1926.
The Club was built long after the days when Henry and
Morton Plant owned the Biltmore. It was designed by famous
golf course designer Donald Ross. The course was renamed
Belleview Biltmore Golf Club, in 2001, while under a Japanese
developer’s ownership.
The Pelican Golf Club including its golf course closed May 31st.
A full remodel is scheduled to start in the fall. North Carolina
designer Shane Robichaud has been hired to design the Club’s
new golf course and two new buildings.
Plans call for a new clubhouse with a restaurant, lounge and
locker rooms. A smaller building, to be called The Grill Room /
Golf Shop, will include a small restaurant and retail golf shop.
Robichaud’s plans call for the golf course itself to be radically
changed. The fairways will be widened, and the grass and
greens removed and replaced. Drainage and irrigation will be
improved. Parking spaces will be reduced from the current 392
down to 175. All of this will take many months.
Most of the residences on or near the golf course were
concerned about how this will impact their long-time views in
addition to the impact on wildlife, drainage, sidewalks, and cart
paths. Many attended a meeting at City Hall where the architect
made a presentation and answered questions.
During the presentation, all the city commissioners liked what

they saw. Mayor Katica said “There should always be a golf
course in Belleair and I am glad the Doyles own it.”
Construction beginning this fall should be completed in the
Spring of 2019. The total cost of this conversion and remodel
is around $18-million. When they acquired the property, the
Doyle family promised to never allow development of any kind
on this property.
When the golf course closed, what happens to the employees?
“On May 31st, 40-45 employees were working at the club that
was managed by Green Golf Partners. Some will unfortunately
were laid off and others are moving to other Green Partners
golf clubs located in Tampa Bay and even Cape Coral. All the
golf carts will be relocated elsewhere, probably Cape Coral. I
have enjoyed working here and meeting the people of Belleair,”
says Zack Vervaecke, with PGA Green Golf Partners.
There was a final event for members and the public. It has
still not been announced how the current memberships will be
handled—that will be up to the Doyles.
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ISLAND COVE BEADS & GALLERY

Having reached the enviable 5-year milestone earlier this
spring, Island Cove Beads & Gallery located in Indian Rocks
Beach, at 1519 Gulf Blvd, in the Keegan’s Plaza, has built up
quite a following among Bay area locals and snowbirds alike.
And it’s no wonder - there’s a little something for everyone
in this unique bead shop and gift gallery. Proprietors Colleen
Ewart and Sue Lennon combined bring 35 years of experience
in jewelry design, and with it a flair for nautical and resort style
fashion and decor.
Beads & Findings Galore: Island Cove’s unique collection
of Czech glass beads, gemstones, seashells, pearls, and
cords are a bead lovers dream. The owners have quite the
assortment of beach-themed charms including mermaids, sea
turtles, dolphins, seahorses, and starfish. Also available in the
store: vintage glass beads imported from Venice, Egyptian style
scarabs, and the world’s finest Japanese beading needles.
Indian Rocks Beach local Sheila Cerjanec started shopping
at Island Cove five years ago, when she and her husband
retired to the area. “I had made and sold jewelry up north,
so I was first drawn to the gallery for the beads, but what I
ultimately found was a home away from home. Colleen and
Sue welcomed me and made me feel as if we had been friends
forever.”
Jewelry-making Classes & Events: Island Cove offers
jewelry-making courses in small group settings and individual
instruction. Their event calendar is chock full of creative classes
throughout the month, but the shop owners will make special
accommodations to suit your schedule. They’ve hosted private
birthday parties and girls-night-out events after hours too.
“I love Island Cove for the abundance of reasonably priced,
hand-picked beads and the easy step-by-step instruction, but
mostly because I came through the door a curious customer
and left a valued friend,” shares Michelle Geller.
Custom Jewelry Design & Repair: Whether you’d like
to re-string a family heirloom strand of pearls, or re-size or
repair a special bracelet or necklace, the team at Island Cove
can breathe new life into your favorite pieces. Alternatively,
you can commission a custom piece of jewelry for a special
occasion, or order a matching set for your bridesmaids or
family members.
Art & Gift Gallery: If you’re looking for a one-of-a-kind gift
or souvenir, look no further than Island Cove. It’s a refreshing
change of pace from the typical Tampa Bay souvenir shop.
Nothing is mass-produced or cheaply made. Instead, browse
the works of over 50 local artists whose handmade soaps,
pottery, scarves, sculptures and mixed-media paintings adorn
the walls. IRB resident Helen Simon says “I can find amazing
gifts for any occasion!”

NEW BELLEVIEW ENTRANCE SIGN
The new sign on
South Ft Harrison at
Belleview was built by
JMC Development,
the developer of the
new condo village on
the site of the former
Belleview Biltmore.
At a cost of $93,000,
they used 11,580
original bricks from the Belleview Biltmore hotel. The 120
years bricks were trimmed to reveal their natural beauty to
make a historic connection between the hotel’s celebrated past
and the exciting future of the development.
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IRB BOAT CLUB
35 members enjoyed an afternoon of food, drinks and fun at
Salt Rock Grill. Although the skies were threatening all afternoon,
not a drop of rain fell on the group. The restaurant opened
early and they took over the whole outside deck. Most members
decided to forgo boats this year, opting to come by car.
Some upcoming events include:
July 20: Three Rooker Beach Day
August19: Marina Cantina
In addition to events, the Club has informational meetings with
guest speakers at Jimmy Guana’s (Holiday Inn Harborside)
monthly, on the third Thursday. Meetings will resume in
September. Everyone is welcome.
The Boat Club, which gives boat owners an excuse to use their
boats, is free to join and you do not have to live in Indian
Rocks Beach. To get involved, call Bob Griffin at 517-1997 or
e-mail IRBboatclub@gmail.com. Visit www.IRBboatclub.com.
IRB HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Submitted by Laura Hall

The HOA Monthly Community Socials are FREE and are held
on the second Thursday of each month from 6 – 7:30pm.
Come to JD’s Restaurant & Lounge on July 13 – Guppy’s
on the Beach on August 10. Catch up on what’s going on
in Indian Rocks Beach. Visit with friends and neighbors and
enjoy free appetizers and special drink prices while you
support our local restaurants and bars.
The IRB HOA and the City of Indian Rocks Beach rocked the
beach with the 2nd Annual IRB Beach Fest on April 22nd. A
day of fun in the sun, on the beach behind the County Park,
included beach volleyball tournaments, hula hoop contests,
a 60ft water slide and so much more! In addition, thousands
listened to live music by Oceanstone, Beachbillies, North 2
South and Dead Frets, while enjoying delicious food from
Crabby Bill’s, Pajano’s Pizza, Chicago Jaqx, Kooky Coconut,
Aqua Prime and the IRB Food Pantry.
Special thanks to our volunteers and the support of our event
sponsors: Century 21 Beggins, Discount Loans, Paramount
Title, Hendriks Roofing, Paradise Air, Great Bay Distributors
and Beach Bee for another successful event. Many thanks to
the Eco-friendly non-profit organizations for their educational
information and demonstrations during the event.
The IRB HOA recently approved a contribution to assist
in the production costs for The Plein Aire Cottage Artists,
“Save our Cottages” documentary produced by Lynn Marvin
Dingfelder. A must-see film that features our Indian Rocks
Beach resident artists, Violetta Chandler, Mary Rose Holmes
and Helen Tilston’s. To donate or to view the trailer go to:
saveourcottagesdoc.org/#artists-with-a-cause.
The IRB HOA also contributed to the July 4th and 5th “Beach
Clean-up” event managed by Cookie Kennedy.
IRB HOA loves putting on events and supporting projects.
We welcome your suggestions and encourage you to visit
irbhome.com or our Facebook page to submit your ideas.
The opportunity to get involved/volunteer is open to everyone!
Indian Rocks Beach Homeowners Association is a 501(c)(4)
non-profit corporation to promote community unity. Our mission is
to unite residents and businesses for the preservation, beautification
and enjoyment of our small beach community. To accomplish this
mission we provide opportunities for residents and local businesses
to meet and get better acquainted in a friendly and informal manner
during adult and family social events throughout the year. All
proceeds generated by our major annual events help fund worthwhile
projects and causes that directly benefit our city.
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REEL DEAL NAMED
SMALL BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR In 2015, Steve
and Heather Hunsucker
bought a boat, named
it Reel Deal and began
offering fishing charters out
of the Clearwater Beach
Marina. The next year, they
bought a second boat, Reel
Deal II and hired another
Captain. Last month, their
hard work was recognized
by the Clearwater Beach
Chamber of Commerce
when they were named its “Small Business of the Year.”
The Hunsuckers, residents of Largo, are very familiar
faces around Indian Rocks Beach. Steve moved to IRB
when he was 13 and the couple lived in town after they
were married. If you want a great day on the water, call
them for a charter at 906-7749. See their web site at
ReelDealSportFishing.com.
TOWNHOUSES COMING SOON The vacant Gulf
Blvd. lot between 25th and 26th Avenues, long rumored
to be home to a new Publix, will be a new townhome
development. The owners have given up on the idea of
building a grocery store instead deciding to build condos
instead. The city wanted the project to include businesses
on the first level, but the owners stated it was not
financially feasible. The City issued an exception to allow
it to only include residential units. The developers are
finalizing plans and starting the long process of build 32
townhouses. For planning purposes, it is being referred to
as the Armstrong Village at Indian Rocks Beach.
BIG MAN’S MOVING COMPANY HITS 100 MOVES
Newlyweds Josh and
Brooke Anderson, who
applied their marriage gifts
towards the purchase of a
26’ moving truck to start Big
Man’s Moving Company at
the beginning of the year,
already celebrated the new
business’s 100th move!
Here is what their client had
to say, “Josh and his team
moved my mom out of her
home of 40 years and into
a life care facility. It was
an emotional time for her,
and his team was perfect,
with NOT ONE ISSUE! I highly recommend Big Man’s
Moving Company. Josh was great at communicating and
his estimate was clear and very reasonable. Move day
was handled efficiently and carefully and the team was
courteous, professional, and very hard working. Book this
company for your move - you will not be disappointed.”
–Jill L. Big Man’s Moving can be reached at 727-7723458, and they specialize in local and out of state moves.
www.bigmansmoving.com.
NEWS WANTED If you have news or suggestions
appropriate for this newsletter, let us know. Our email is
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 517-1997.
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BEACH ZONE
The big shopping
center, being built
at the south end of
the city will include
a Beach Zone. The
store is basically
done,” says store
and the shopping
center owner Steve
Luper. “We are just
waiting for some
final inspections.”

They are hoping to open in early July.
As for the other four spaces, Luper says “I have two
very interested people, but nothing firm and ready to
announce yet.”
BEACH CHAIRS Now, when
you go to the beach, you can
leave your chairs at home.
Mike Fowler’s AMI Chairs
has taken over the beach
chair rental business at the
County Park, located on the
beach between 17th & 18th
Avenue. He has more than
just chairs, you can rent
umbrellas, cabanas, too.
If you live in Indian Rocks
Beach, he has a deal for you
- after five rentals, your sixth
one is free. Check them out
at the County Park, online at
AMIChairs.com, or call 941357-6103.

CEREAL FOR
THE HUNGRY
Clearwater‘s
Natures
Food Patch,
teamed up with
10News WTSP,
suppliers, and
its customers
to collect and
provide healthy
breakfast items
for Feeding
Tampa Bay’s
summer initiative “Cereal for Summer.” Children go
hungry over the summer without the programs that feed
them during the school year. The promotion collected
breakfast items, such as cereal, oatmeal, cereal bars and
shelf stable milk in May.
Vendor Seitenbacher donated six pallets of cereal to the
program. Customers purchased breakfast items and
pitched in with “buy-one donate-one” promotions.
The May promotion was considered a huge success
and provided $43,159 worth of food and donations for
thousands of needy kids. Nature’s Food Patch is located
at 1225 Cleveland Street in Clearwater. Get more
information at NaturesFoodPatch.com.
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BEACH COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
Submitted Renee Lee

The Beach Community Food Pantry, once again, will be the
recipient of pallets of food donations from “Food for Sharing,” a
community supported program started Publix, in 2009.
Each spring and fall, donation cards are available to Publix
customers at the checkout counter. When the customer selects a
donation level, the cashier scans the card, and the amount is added
to the customer’s total order. Customers have the opportunity to
donate any amount they wish to help feed the hungry.
In 2016, customers donated over $14 million to Food for Sharing,
and since 2009, it is totals over $60 million. These donations are
used to purchase specific food items including: peanut butter,
grape jelly, green beans, tuna, hams, mashed potatoes, fruit and
more. These staples are routinely distributed by BCFP.
Publix ships the cases of food to a store close to the food pantries
for pickup. BCFP does not have the ability to transport this quantity
of food, so the Home Depot staff (next door) donates their time
and vehicles to bring it to the pantry, then unloads and stocks it!
Our sincere thanks go out to everyone supporting this wonderful
effort by donating funds for these necessary items. Special thanks
to Publix manager Grant Gebhardt and assistant manager
Lorenzo Nievas for their assistance, to Drew Lane and his Home
Depot staff and to our great pantry volunteers.
BCFP exists solely on the generous donations from our community.
Over 800 people each month benefit from community support.
Monetary and food donations are always welcome as we continue
to feed the hungry. Please contact BCFP Director Connie, Curran
(727-482-6167) or management team members Renee Lee (954661-2389) and David Kline (727-418-1673) to donate your time,
talent or treasure to us.
BEACH ART CENTER
Submitted by Danice Sarcone
The Beach Art Center hosted a very successful Pop Up Art Show
sponsored by Central Living by David Weekley Homes for the
grand opening of their Redington Beach Villas. Over 100 works
were enjoyed by Realtors, visitors and potential buyers.
Kids Camp is under way and will run through the last week of July.
Parents and kids are enjoying the new club-style format that allows
every camper to experience every type of media we offer. Each
camp is a full week and a full day – Monday through Friday from
9am - 2:30pm. Each week has a focus on different famous artists
and movements so kids learn a bit about art history. Adult classes
are also available through July.
Office hours and staff are very limited in July, and the office and
gift shop will be closed to the public from July 29th until September
11th. We will be checking our messages and emails. Registered
students will have access to classes 30 minutes prior to their start
time. Visit beachartcenter.org or follow us on Facebook.
ROTARY CLUB OF INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
Submitted by Katrina Vargas

The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach takes pride in good
fellowship and providing service above self to our local and
global communities. Meetings are every Wednesday morning
from 7:15am-8:15am at Jimmy Guana’s in the Holiday Inn
Harbourside. Visit www.indian-Rocks-Rotary.org.
HISTORICAL MUSEUM NEWS
Visit Wednesday through Saturday, 10am - 2pm for a fun and
interesting experience! Admission is free but donations are
accepted. It is located across from the post office at 203 4th
Avenue. The Museum will be closed August and September
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Organizational News...

THE INDIAN ROCKS BEACH TENNIS CLUB
This new Indian Rocks Beach group is looking for tennis
players of all levels and ages to play at Kolb Park. Their goal
is to unite fellow tennis players and to coordinate matches at
various times of the day and week. The club hopes to gain
enough interest to host a major local tournaments. Find
them on Face Book under Indian Rocks Beach Tennis Club,
or call Dean Rock at 347-3288.
ACTION 2000 INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
Submitted by Tricia Priest

IRB Action 2000 held
their annual May
Mixer at the Historic
Museum May 10, to
recognize business
and homeowners
who have maintained
the charm and
integrity of their older
IRB properties. The
group also screened
a sneak preview of
the Plein Aire Cottage Artists documentary trailer promo video
titled “Save our Cottages.” The event included live music,
cocktails, appetizers and dessert.
The winners of the 2017 Action 2000 Preservation Awards are
pictured here, (L to R) 116 11th Avenue - Lucille and Stephen
Canesa, The IRB History Museum - Donna Valery, Committee
Chair and Plein Aire Artist / Presenter Mary Rose Holmes, A2K
President Julie Hoofnagle, 72 Gulf Boulevard - Gracie and
John Murray, Blue Heron Cottages - Tim Shears
Find out how you can be a part of this non-profit, volunteer
organization. Make a difference and help us keep Indian Rocks
Beach beautiful! Visit irbaction2000.com or on Facebook Action2000IRB. Action 2000 - Where Action is the Attraction!
FRIENDS OF IRB DOG PARK
Submitted by Wendell Schott
Last month marked the one year anniversary of the grand
reopening of the renovated and vastly improved Dog Park. While
we are moving into the summer doldrums, we haven’t seen what
is usually the quieter time of the year. Apparently the word is out
that this is one of the best places to bring our canine friends, so
there’s been a definite increase in attendance, especially during
the mornings. As one resident wrote me, “There’s a lot of dogs
given that it is off season.” A reminder that City Parking Permits
are required in the appropriately marked parking spaces.
Kudos to the City for continuing to do a wonderful job in
maintaining our pooch paradise. Besides repairs at the dog hose
station and front gate, they recently brought back those colorful
shade canopies. They were installed just in time to protect us a
from the summer heat. To protect our four legged friends, they
must be kept out of the park during the application of pesticides
on the third Thursday of every month. Advance notice is not
usually posted. So mark down July 20, August 17, etc. on your
calendar. Wishing you the best of The Dog days of Summer!
NEWCOMER CLUB
This not-for-profit group can help you meet new acquaintances
and have good fellowship. You do not have to be new to the
area to join. They meet monthly at local restaurants on the first
Tuesday of each month normally for lunch with guest speakers.
Call Karen at 531-0378 or visit WelcomeNewComerClub.com.
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BELLEAIR POOL CELEBRATES 10 YEARS
Did you know
there are over
90,000 pools in
Pinellas County?
About 8,000 of
those pools are
within a five-mile
radius of Belleair
Pool Service and
Supply, who
services about
500 of them—
every week.
David and Jeanie Oxley own and operate Belleair Pool Service
and Supply at 1702 West Bay Drive in Largo. June 1st marks the
10th Anniversary of their business operating at that location.
David has been in the pool business for decades. He started in
the mid-’70s as a pool repair technician and then worked in pool
construction for a small Tampa builder.
David worked for several large pool builders, including Tropicana,
National and Curtis Pools. He begin in service, then construction,
and finally sales. In the 1990s, he worked for pool wholesale
equipment distribution companies, and later for a specialty
chemical manufacturer.
Then in 2007, there was a recession (remember?) and pool
construction dropped way off. David’s wife, Jeanie, suggested
they start their own business, specializing in pool remodeling and
that is what they did.
When they opened Belleair Pool Service, they tried to follow the
plan, but due to the recession, the major pool builders also were
offering pool remodeling and repair. It was a very competitive
market. Instead, the Oxleys concentrated on pool maintenance
and repairs and slowly grew to the size they are today. Today,
Belleair Pool Service and Supply services pools in mid-county,
from Madeira Beach to Clearwater Beach, including the Belleairs
and Largo. They are state licensed, CPC # 1458792.
In addition to their business, David is also an instructor for the
National Swimming Pool Foundation teaching the Certified Pool
Operator course and the Florida Swimming Pool Association’s
Florida Public Pool Specialist course.
“I figure we have over 1,000 loyal customers who look to us for
supplies and personal service for their pools,” says David. This is
in addition to the pools they actively maintain.
They are located at 1702 West Bay Drive and you can call
them at 727-483-9671. If you are in the area, stop by and see
Captain, their store mascot. Visit BelleairPoolSupply.com for more
information about their services.

TIME TO GET STORM READY
Indian Rocks Public Works Director Dean Scharmen has some
thoughts on what you need to do NOW, the first month of
hurricane season.
MAKE A PLAN: Where will you go? How will you get there? Who
will you contact? Decide now.
BUY WATER IN ADVANCE: You need 3-5 days of drinking water.
Don’t wait until the shelves are empty. I buy numerous gallons
of water and Gatorade in May. I also buy cases canned food.
TO-GO-BOX: It should be ready to carry out the door with your
important papers, copies of your insurance documents, and
any medicine you may need, plus copies of your prescriptions.
CASH: As much as you can afford. In the case of a major storm,
banks won’t be open and ATM’s won’t work without power.

BATTERIES: Buy a lot of them, now. If we don’t have a storm,
you can use them throughout the year.
GAS: Keep your car filled during hurricane season. Top it off
every week. There may be long lines and most stations run out
of gas during storms
SPECIAL NEEDS: If you are elderly, handicapped or sick and
need help getting off the island, you have to register in advance
with the local Fire Department or the County.
TRIM NOW: Look at the limbs around your house and cut them,
now. Do not wait until a storm is coming. The city won’t have
time to pick them up before a storm. Limbs sitting by the curb
may become airborne and hit your house or block the roads.”
Visit www.PinellasCounty.org/Emergency for more ideas and
get the new Ready Pinellas app.
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NATIVE BUZZ
By Lara Milligan, Natural Resources Agent UF/IFAS Extension Pinellas
County

Have you ever wondered
if we have native bees in
Florida? We do, and a lot
of them! We actually have
hundreds of native bee
species buzzing around
and they are quite different
from the non-native
European honey bees we
hear so much about.
Nation-wide there are over 4,000 species of native bees,
and here in Florida there are over 300! Bees can be divided
into two categories, honey bees and native bees. Honey bees
were brought to the Americas by European settlers and thus
are considered to be non-native species. These bees are
eusocial meaning they work and live together for survival
in a colony of thousands. Honey bees are very protective of
their colony and will risk their lives to defend it, using their
stingers to discourage intruders. Their colonies are built out of
wax honeycomb, which the bees construct and this is where
our honey comes from. Honey bees are generalists, so they
can feed on the nectar of a variety of flowering plants, which
is why you can find a lot of different types of honey in the
market: orange blossom honey, wildflower honey, tupelo
honey, saw palmetto honey, gallberry honey, and the list goes
on. To produce honey from European honey bees, hobbyist
and/or commercial producers need unique equipment,
supplies, and gear to be successful. Native bees on the other
hand are quite different.
Native bees are mostly solitary, living in a narrow nest either
below ground or in wood cavities near the ground, and most
of them don’t make any honey. They also differ from the
honey bees in that native bees are often specific pollinators,
attracted to particular plants, which the bee needs for food
and the plant needs for pollination. Although people are often
fearful of the sting of bees, many of the native bees are often
stingless or will only sting if annoyed or feel their lives are
threatened. It is easy to create habitat to attract native bees
and it requires little to no management once established if
you wish to attract these native pollinators to your yard. Some
common native bees you might see in your yard include:
Bumble bees (Bombus spp.), Carpenter bees (Xylocopa
spp.), Metallic Sweat Bees (Halictidaespp.), Leafcutter Bees
(Megachile spp.), Digger Bees (Andrena spp.), and many
more.
You can encourage native bees to your yard by:
l Stopping use of insecticides
l Leaving bare soil in undisturbed areas so bees can dig
their nests and tunnels
l Leaving some stumps and logs so the wood borers
have a place to nest
l Planting native plants and nectar plants that bees love
such as: saw palmetto, seagrape, wild coffee, goldenrod,
Walter’s Vibernum , Pennyroyal, Blazing Star, Powderpuff,
Carolina wild petunia , tick-seed, and blanket flower.
l Building a bee house visit: http://bit.ly/BuildABeeHouse
Bees provide great benefits to us. Eighty percent of flowering
plants around the world are pollinated by native bees, and
one out of every four bites of food people take wouldn’t be
possible without the help of bee pollination. So let’s do our
part to help keep these very important pollinators around for
generations to come!
You can reach Laura at Lara317@ufl.edu or 727-453-6905
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10 YEARS OF BEACH FUN
This month, Larry
Garrison has owned
Indian Rocks Beach’s
Island Surf Shop for 10
years. He bought the
shop from longtime
resident Bruce Davies
in 2007, who has since
moved to Colorado.
Davies opened the
40-year-old surf shop
in 1977 on the corner
of Walsingham Road
and Gulf Blvd., where the Tropical Ice Cream store is.
He eventually moved it to its present location at 309
Gulf Blvd. Garrison relocated here from Ohio in 1998,
and bought the business in 2007 after seeing it for sale
online.
Garrison runs the shop mostly by himself. “I pretty much
work seven days a week,” he says. He does employ one
or two mostly part-time employees.
The store stocks a cross section of beach related clothing,
supplies and toys — surf boards, skim boards and skate
boards.
“Our best-selling items are our sandals and beach wear
including swim suits. We carry three primary brands,
Billabong, QuickSilver, Lost, and Rip Curl with hundreds
in stock. I also have a wide selection of sunglasses.”
“We have two types of shoppers. Locals, which includes
people from Largo and Seminole, and tourists. “We get a
lot of repeat tourist business. They come in year after year
while on vacation, and I have seen their kids grow up
from toddlers to teenagers.”
In addition to selling Stand Up Paddleboards (SUPs), they
also rent them. “These became popular a few years back,
so I added them to the shop,” Garrison says. “I also rent
beach bikes and surfboards.”
Island Surf Shop has been holding their popular Skim
Board Summer Camps. These one week camps are held
during the summer, Monday through Friday. The store
sponsors some of the same kids who go to competitions
on the East Coast and in the Panhandle.
If you want to learn more, visit www. IslandSurfShop.com.
Stop by 309 Gulf Blvd, next to Slyce, and wish him Happy
Anniversary.

MIMI, MYLO & ME- ORIGINAL PHOTOS WITH
A TWIST – HANDMADE CARDS!
Belleair Beach resident Renee Lee has been taking photos since she was a teen in Saranac Lake,
NY. She and her Dad would develop their own slides of the dramatic Adirondack mountain
scenery in the basement darkroom of their home. She learned to see through her lens the picture
as it would be printed, making sure to frame the image and avoid distractions. Her love of the
beach and wanting to be closer to her aging parents brought her to Florida and Belleair Beach.
For years Renee has enjoyed making cards from her photographs for family and friends. She has
a gifted eye for catching the sunset at just the right time, palm tree silhouettes at sunrise, or the
perfect pet pose. This led her to start a card company that she named Mimi, Mylo & Me.
Mimi and Mylo are her 2 Goldendoodles and inspiration for many of her photos. The company statement reads “We moved to
the beach, Mimi, Mylo & Me and found our place. Filled with wind and waves, light and color, palm trees and sand. I turned my
passion for pictures, places and pets into something to share.” Her photos are digitally enhanced into works of art.
Her beach and celebration collections can be found in Cook’s Cottage in The Plaza 100 and her pet collection is at Pampered
Paws Grooming Salon on Indian Rocks Road, Largo. Her specialty is personalized images of your pets or your home on cards
that create a wow when received. Reach Renee at 954-661-2389, mimi.mylo.me@gmail.com or facebook.com/mimi-mylo-me.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

IS IT FINALLY TIME FOR YOU TO
LOOK INTO SOLAR?
by Ted Shannon
You’ve heard for years that solar is the way of the future.
“Going Green” will make you feel good about your impact
on the planet. But, is it worth the actual cost? Will it add
more than PR value? Do you have to start dressing like a
hippie? What are the benefits?
The biggest incentive is the 30% tax credit from the IRS.
That means that 30% of total cost is a direct reduction
on your taxes. Simple math - If a large solar system costs
$25,000, you get $7500 back as a refund, or a reduction
on what’s owed. This benefit will “sunset” at the end of
2019 and goes away Dec. 31, 2021. That’s a strong
argument for looking at solar now.
Solar can lower your monthly bill. Solar companies offer
low interest loans, or, if you are clever, finance it on a
HELOC or mortgage and get the additional tax write-off.
Solar financed over years brings the actual amount you pay
for electricity down from what you now pay. That’s right,
going solar will cost less monthly in most cases.
Solar adds value to the home. Systems cost between
$10,000 and $30,000 for the average-size home
depending on electricity usage and size of roof to fit solar.
If you install solar and no longer have a power bill bigger
than the base $10, your home will be worth more if you
sell it. Who wouldn’t want to buy a home that makes its
own power? Homes with solar sell faster and for more
money than homes without. It depends on the age of the
system and warranties still in effect. NOTE: warranties vary
between companies. Do your research.
Expect long term reliability. Solar panels produce electricity
for up to 40 years. Standard warranties on panels are
20 years. There are no moving parts, but they lose about
0.4% per year in production. Solar can be producing at
90% after 20 years. Few solar companies have production
guarantees, but some do. Again, research!
To go solar you need sun exposure. Southern without shade
is best. Trees over roof? Forget solar. Also, don’t put solar
on old roofs. The newer the roof the better, panels can be
removed and reinstalled for a re-roof, but it costs.
Prices have plummeted. Solar costs have dropped over 50%
in 5 years.
Is it time to go solar? Yes - and you don’t have to be a
hippie.
Ted Shannon is a resident of Belleair Beach and works with
residential and commercial solar. He can be reached at
727-386-8407 or tedthesolarguy@gmail.com for any questions
you have. Find him on Facebook as Ted the Solar Guy.
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A LIZARD OF NO LAUGHING MATTER

By Nancy Obarski
A blood-curdling shriek came from the vicinity of our back deck
on Beach Trail. I dashed outside to find the face of an out-of-town
guest--white with terror not sunscreen--as she pointed to a rather
ominous-looking pair of lizards leisurely sunning themselves on the
seawall. They were obviously not your average ubiquitous geckos—
larger, more robust, significantly faster and almost appeared to
taunt us with their menacing-looking curly tails held high in the air.
That could be why they are called curly-tailed lizards.
LEIOCEPHALUS CARINATUS ARMOURI or the Little Bahama
curly-tailed lizard is now inhabiting our area. It is one of the
29 subspecies of northern curly-tails. As their name suggests,
they were previously native to the Bahamas. Twenty pairs were
intentionally released in the Palm Beach area in the 1940s to
combat unwanted sugar cane insects. Now, the Florida Fish &
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC) reports them to be
expanding statewide and considers them an invasive species.
Walter Martin of Rate Rite Insurance Group and his wife walk Indian Rocks Beach via the 10th Avenue Beach Access and
observed the following “I noticed a non-native lizard that was about eight inches long in the walkway, but it ran into the
bushes before I could get a photo.”
According to an Early Detection & Distribution Mapping System (EDDMapS) report online, there was a curly-tailed lizard
sighting on Beach Trail north of 12th Avenue that was photographed by City of Indian Rocks Beach personnel and verified
by FWCC’s Exotic Species Database in August 2013. Of the 12 documented sightings in Pinellas, half were in Indian
Rocks Beach. EDDMapS is a web-based, real-time tracking system that documents the presence of invasive species by
combining data from multiple databases with personally documented sightings and observations.
Curly tails sometimes grow to a length of 11 inches. They usually travel on the ground and, despite their size, are also
good climbers. They retreat when frightened and allegedly “play dead” when handled…although I cannot personally
verify that…nor will I…nor should you. Their tail curling has been interpreted to mean many things--from a courtship
gesture to a means of fooling predators into attacking their tail instead of their head, since the tail can regrow. Some
believe that curling of their tail over their back like a scorpion might simply be for stability when fleeing a predator. Others
believe it represents the marking of territory…akin to saying “Scream all you want IRB; we’re here to stay.”
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CITY OF INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
HAS A HURRICANE PLAN - DO YOU?
By Bob Griffin
The City of Indian
Rocks Beach has a
plan when a hurricane
approaches Pinellas
County. The plan
protects the city’s
investments in roads,
buildings, equipment
and you.
“Basically, we follow
the Pinellas County
Management
Plan,”
says Dean Scharmen,
Public Services Director. “When the County’s Emergency
Management office, EMO for short, activates—we look at all our
options and activate as deemed necessary. We try to be proactive - not reactive - when it comes to big storms.”
“It normally starts with a conference call from the County’s EMO.
They announce the storm’s path and strength and which plan
they are implementing - which can change. They review the
severity of the impending storm and the predictions over the next
72-48-24 hours. We will have a Management Team Meeting at
City Hall and then implement the necessary actions required.”
“We try to get all our work done 48 hours before landfall,”
Scharmen says. “We inspect all our storm drains and lift stations.
We secure all city owned buildings and amenities, such as picnic
tables, signs and recreational equipment.”
“In the final hours, if evacuation is ordered, we will move all city
vehicles and equipment to a safe spot off the beaches. We want our
employees to be safe, too,” says the Public Services Director. “We
will not be on the roads when the winds are 40 MPH or higher.”
“We also want to be prepared to be the first group back on the
beach after the weather improves,” Scharmen goes on. The first
priority is to get the roads open. The Fire Department and the
Sheriff need to have access to the roads and their building.”
“After Hurricane Elena, in1985, it was a mess for over a week
with portions of Gulf Blvd being covered with sand,” Scharmen
remembers. “It took quite a while to clear all the roads.”
Duke Power will tell the City when they are shutting off all the
power to the island and they will determine when it is safe to turn
the power back on. Our fire department will help people with
special needs - those who may need help getting evacuating due
to health or age problems. If you have special needs, you need
to be registered in advance with the Fire Department.
The Walsingham Bridge will open as normal until about 36 hours
before a storm requiring evacuation. This will allow boaters to
move their boats, if they need to. After that, the bridge is locked
down to expedite evacuations off the island. When the storm hits,
a Sheriff’s car will be positioned at both ends of the bridge to
stop traffic. People will not be allowed back onto the island until
the City and Sheriff determine it is safe. This allows emergency
equipment to have full use of the roads without cars in their way.
After the big storm, the first thing the City does is evaluate the
damage. Roads may be washed away. Power lines, trees and
limbs may be in the roads.
This all hinges on residents having a plan, too. Be prepared.
Do not count on the City or any other governmental agency to
prepare for you. You are basically on your own—for at least the
first 48 hours after the winds die down and the water recede.
Get more information on the County’s web site at
PinellasCounty.org/Emergency.
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AREA CONSIGNMENT STORES - WHERE TO FIND THEM
By Bob Griffin, Publisher

The surrounding area is home to quite a few consignment stores. These stores sell secondhand items (typically clothing, furniture
and accessories) on behalf of the original owner, who receives a percentage of the sale.
There is a big difference between a consignment store and a thrift store. Consignment stores normally carry a higher quality
product that people have taken care of. Thrift stores usually sell donated items people no longer want. Consignment shopping
may take a little education and change of habits. Many consignment shoppers stop in regularly, to check the inventory.
Here are our nearby consignment stores:
JANNA FINE CONSIGNER APPAREL
268 Indian Rocks Road N., north of The Plaza
727-584-9222
Lisa Hammock bought the store six months ago, but it has been
open for 24 years. Specializing in fine women’s apparel and
accessories, the displayed clothing turns over every 60 days and is
seasonally appropriate. Lisa takes in over 90 new products, weekly.
Consignors are limited to 15 items at a time. If their clothing does
not sell in 60 days, and the client does not want their stuff back,
Lisa donates it to Hospice. If it sells, the store takes a 60/40 split
on most merchandise.
Lisa emphasizes there are two sides to this business—the
consignors and the shoppers. Her store has been known to turn
many a consignor into a future shopper.
DE JA NEW BOUTIQUE
1495 Indian Rocks Road S., one mile south of West Bay Dr.
727-216-3321
This relatively new store, owned by Caren Chase, opened about four years
ago. They specialize in women’s clothing and accessories, but do carry
some men’s clothing, too. In addition to clothing, they sell jewelry, shoes,
handbags and accessories. She has hundreds of consignors and over a
thousand products for sale; most items are designer brands.
BELLEAIR PEACOCK FINE
CONSIGNMENT GALLERY
249 Clearwater-Largo Road,
Largo, north of West Bay,
727-586-3888
This store is not in Belleair, but it is
nearby and is different than most
consignment shops. New owner Gregg
Martin bought the 14 year old store in
January.
The store features luxury, high-end furnishings with many vintage, highly collectible,
one-of-a-kind items. They have a mixture of consignment and new furnishings, art and
jewelry. They and attend Estate Sales and offer their finds for sale in the store, too.
They offer a 50/50 split, free estimates and pick up.

A NEW LOOK-CONSIGNMENT
904 West Bay Dr., Largo, across from Publix
727-586-3665
This store specializes in home furnishings including lamps, mirrors,
and other decor. The store takes a 50/50 split and there is no time
limit for your item’s sale. Very seldom are there price reductions to sell
a product.
Owners Kathy and Bruce have been in this business for twenty years
and in this location for six. Bruce says this is a relationship business.
They work closely with all their consignors and regular customers.
Over the past six years, they have had over 2,000 consignors.
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CHLOE’S CONSIGNMENT
1260 West Bay Drive, Largo, west of Pinellas Trail
727-303-0883
Having opened in April, this is the newest consignment
store in the area. Owner Kay Davis used to work at Pat’s
Consignment, down the road.
The store specializes in high end and affordable furniture
including accessories, mirrors, lamps, clocks and more.
They have many things to display or to decorate your walls.
Mention this story and receive 20% off your next purchases.

HOME AGAIN INTERIORS
12025 Indian Rocks Road, Largo, near Pizza Shack,
727-595-0195
This store has been operating for 20 years. Ruth Martin has
owned it for 15 of those years. She specialize in furniture
and has lots of art for sale. Ruth offers a 60/40 split on
merchandise with pick up. If you bring it in it is a 50/50 split.
They have 3,300 consignors. “I have a very good reputation in
this business and many long time customers,” Ruth says.

PAT’S HOME CONSIGNMENT
1704 West Bay Drive, Largo, Near Subway
Sandwiches 727-588-2529
The store has been in this location since 2007 and has had
over 6,000 consignors over the years. Pat’s products range
from $10 into the thousands. There are many high end
products including a signed Mermaid table worth $2,500.
She does not take everything. “If I do not think it will sell,
I tell my consignors that in advance,” says Pat. Products
start out with a 50/50 split; after 30 days that changes to
60/40.
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