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WAYNE HEFTY LEFT HIS MARK
ON INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

Wayne Hefty arrived in Pinellas County riding his HOG-a HarleyDavidson motorcycle.
He came from Kentucky, where he was the President of the Grim
Reapers, a large biker club. “I got tired of that lifestyle, and
moved here to change my ways,” says Hefty. After moving to
Florida, he found Jesus Christ and his wife of now 40 years.
Hefty first lived in Treasure Island’s Sunset Beach and from 1975
to 1979 he worked for the City of Gulfport as their Park
Supervisor. He loved working with landscaping and designing
green spaces, so in 1979 he started his own business designing
and installing parks and playgrounds.
In 1992, when he was 45, he saw an advertisement for a Director
of Public Works in Indian Rocks Beach. “I saw this as a big
opportunity and I aspired to apply for that job,” Hefty says. “But,
the ad said an Engineering Degree was a prerequisite and I had
none,” Hefty explains. “I did not even have a college degree. My
education was from the School of Experiential Learning. In other
words, I had had many jobs, but no formal education.”
Over 60 people applied for the job, including consultants and
area engineers. Hefty still had his ponytail, a big beard and
looked like a biker. “I just showed them my resume.” When they
asked about his work habits, he simply said, “my intent is to help
the existing workers take pride in their City and complete every
project to the best of their abilities. Let’s just get the job done!”
They hired him in April, right before the annual Art in the Park show. His
first priority was to get the city spruced up. At the time, Jim Driscoll was the
Mayor and our present Director of Public Works Dean Scharmen was the
Sewer Supervisor.
Hefty found he had a few projects to attack from the beginning. City Hall
had a minor remodel in 1993, adding a Library on the north side. In
addition, an underground oil drum on the south side of City Hall was
causing contamination problems. Seven out of the eight sewer lift stations
had problems and were continually overflowing. That had to be addressed
quickly and within two years they had all been rebuilt.
When a local resident decided to sell the land, Hefty was involved in
creating and designing the Nature Park between 9th and 10th Avenues. “I
found a grant to buy the park,” he says. Hefty was also involved in the
design and installation of the Beach Access Walkovers. This combined
project between the City and the County installed walkovers between 1st
and 23rd Avenues. “The walkover on 4th Avenue was my last one,” Hefty
says.
“I introduced the city and county to a new form of cement that was
pervious to water. It allowed water to drain without running off. We used it
on many of the beach access parking areas, explains Hefty.
Continued inside
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Indian Rocks Beach
Newsletter

Inside, you will find articles and local
information about the nearby area.
We call it a Neighborhood Newsletter
because it is primarily about your
neighborhood, Indian Rocks Beach.
This newsletter is printed every other
month and mailed to every occupied
house in the city.
Do you need another copy? Ask for
them at USA Grocers, CVS Drug
Store, or any Indian Rocks realtor's
office.
We hope you enjoy our newsletters.
We want your news and input. Did
you like this issue? What suggestions
do you have for future articles? Call
or email us with your comments, or
take our survey at
beachnewsletters.com.

Thanks for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997,
bob@griffindirectories.com
SEE YOU AGAIN IN JULY!
Read this issue or others at
beachnewsletters.com.

CITY NUMBERS

CITY HALL. . . . . . . 595-2517
Mon - Fri, 7:30am to 4pm
1507 Bay Palm Blvd
www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com
CITY MANAGER - Gregg Mims
MAYOR/CITY COMMISSION . 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Cookie Kennedy • Terry Wollin Vice Mayor
Phil Hanna • Ed Hoofnagle
City Manager, Gregg Mims . . . . 595-2517
Building Dept: Dan Weigner . . . . 517-0404
Planning & Zoning: . . . . . . . . . . 517-0404
TBD Dir.
Public Services: Dean Scharmen 595-6889
Mon - Fri, 7am to 3:30pm
IRB LIBRARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-1822
M-F 10-5pm, Sat 10-1pm Next to City Hall
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM . . . 593-3861
Wed - Sat, 10am to 2pm
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.. . . 692-7867
Joe McCall, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin IRBboatclub.com . . . 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER . . . . . . . . 596-4331
1515 Bay Palm Blvd., Mon-Fri 8:45am to 4pm
POST OFFICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Ave. Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30P; Sat 9A-12P
IRB ROTARY
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
ACTION 2000 Eric Meyer . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm
THRIFT CENTER of IRB. . . . . . . . 596-8868
Tue & Sat, 10am to 2pm, Thu 5 to 8pm
LITTLE LEAGUE . . . . . . . . 574-339-9248

MAY

IRB WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . 595-4575
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach. . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS . . 595-1038
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
SEWER / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
TRASH / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
9800 Fourth St. N., Suite 200 St. Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-395-2512
Republican, District 66
8282 Seminole Blvd, Suite B, Seminole
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
David Jolly . . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-392-4100
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl
www.house.gov/jolly

2016 CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins
1
Tour Of Gardens Botanical Foundation 1
Teacher Appreciation Week
2-6
Kentucky Derby
7
Sea Turtle Awareness Day
7
Mother’s Day
8
City Commission Meeting
10
Community Clean Up
9-11
Action 2000 Mixer
11
Homeowners Happy Hour
12
Clearwater Beach Restaurant Week 13-22
Postal Workers Food Drive Sat
14
Boat Club Fish Fry
14
Stone Crab Season Ends
15
Sunset Run Sand Key Park
20
Rowdies First Home Game
21
Armed Forces Day
21
Hands Across The Sands
21
Little League Closing Ceremonies
21
Action 2000 Service Saturday
21
Rotary‘s Art & Ale
21
Swim Across America
21
Safe Boating Week
23-29
Blast Friday Clearwater
27
Memorial Day/Public Schools Closed 30

JUNE

Hurricane Season Begins
Ramadan Begins
Sunset Run At Sand Key Park
Last Day Public School
Summer Camps Begins
Homeowners Happy Hour
CYC Fishing Tournament
Flag Retirement Ceremony
Flag Day
City Commission Meeting
National Garbage Man Day
Father’s Day
Summer Begins
IRB’s Birthday
Action 2000 Service Saturday
Boat Club To Tarpon Springs

JULY

Sunset Run At Sand Key Park
Independence Day
Fireworks Coachman Park
Boat Club To Three Rooker
City Commission Meeting
Homeowners Happy Hour
Parent’s Day

1
1
3
7
8
9
11
14
14
14
17
19
20
25
25
25-26

1
4
4
9
12
14
24
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Did You Know....
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SEA TURTLE AWARENESS
DAY Clearwater Marine
Aquarium is kicking off sea
turtle nesting season by
raising awareness about sea
turtles and sea turtle nesting.
Each year loggerhead sea
turtles arrive on our beaches,
sometimes from thousands
of miles away. These turtles
return to the beaches where
they were born, decades
before. Sea Turtle Awareness Day is bringing awareness to
good environmental practices that we can all participate in,
as we share the beaches with sea turtles. Join them
Saturday, May 7, at Pier 60 Clearwater Beach from 9am noon. Visit www.seewinter.com/turtleawareness for info.
___________________________________________________
SPRING LITTLE LEAGUE CLOSING CEREMONY Come
celebrate their amazing players at the closing day
festival May 21st 11am - 2pm at Campalong Field. They
plan bounce houses, dunk tanks, food, a silent auction
and more! Fall season registration will begin in July. Visit
www.eteamz.com/westpinellas
for more information.
___________________________________________________

ANONA CHANGES The Pinellas County School System
is renovate over 100 schools and Anona Elementary is one
of them. The 2016-17 plan includes renovation of a 10room wing, the cafeteria, and the front office area - at a
cost of of $3.6 million. Look for work to begin this summer.
___________________________________________________
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR IRB RESIDENTS Available at St.
Pete College, there is a scholarship fund for Indian Rocks
Beach residents. It was started years ago by the Indian
Rocks Beach Civic Association. When it disbanded in 2004,
the liquidated treasury created the permanent Indian Rocks
Beach Civic Association and Friends scholarship fund at
SPC with a $21,000 endowment. The scholarships are for
St Pete College students maintaining a 3.0 GPA or higher
or students just starting college there. IRB Residents (young
and old) can apply for a scholarships by going to
SPCollege.AcademicWorks.com/Users/Sign_In. Deadline to
apply for Fall Classes is May 20th. Get more information
by going to www.SPCollege.edu or by call the Foundation’s
office at 341-3302.
_______________
FISHING
TOURNAMENT
The Clearwater
Yacht Club is
holding their
Inaugural Fishing
Tournament on
June 11th. This
50/50 tournament
is open to Yacht
Club members
and to the public.
The cost to
participate is $15
per fisherman
and you can
bring your own boat or ride along with someone else.
Fisherman may keep their fish, or donate them to the
Club for the Fish Fry following the tournament. For
information, email thomasjmeyer64@gmail.com.
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PAINTING
PRESENTATIONS
Artist Debbie Shrader,
Beach Art Center Board
member and Larry
Pumfrey, Painter and
Beach Art Center
Instructor presented
their original Plein Air
paintings of the
PSFRD’s 9/11 Memorial
to Fire Inspector, Robert
Hill, who designed and acted as general contractor for
the Memorial and ran the donation program which
provided the project’s fundings.
___________________________________________________
5K RUNS RELOCATE The popular Summer Sunset Runs,
previously held on Clearwater Beach near Pier 60, have
been moved to the Sand Key Park across the bridge. There
are four races this year - May 20, June 3, July 1 and July
15. Kids races start at 6:45pm and the 5K starts at 7pm.
Get more information, or register at www.WCYRC.com.
_________________________________________________
LARGO GOLF COURSE They have two new programs
you might like. Once a month, they open for night play
with special balls and lights in the trees. Play is the last
Saturday of the month and costs $20 which includes a
light dinner. They also offer Foot Golf, which is played
like soccer but on a golf course. You kick a soccer ball
on the green, instead of hitting a golf ball. Each hole has
a special hole off to the side. You can play Foot Golf
daily at 1pm or later. It costs $10 for 9 holes or $15 for
18 holes. Group and family rates are available. For
information call 518-3024 or visit LargoGolf.com. Find
them at 12500 Vonn Road, north of The Village Inn.
___________________________________________________
KEEP THEM OUT OF OUR
WATER Pharmaceuticals,
including antibiotics, hormones,
pain medications,
antidepressants, and even illegal
drugs are being found in our
drinking water and waterways.
For years, we were told to flush
unused medication down the
sink or toilet. Do NOT do this.
Instead remove them from their
original containers, crush them,
place them in a sealable bag or
container and add an
undesirable substance, such as coffee grounds, dirt or kitty
litter to make it less appealing to children and pets and
unrecognizable to people who may go through the trash
seeking drugs. If you prefer, Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
Operation Medicine Cabinet allows you to drop off expired
or unused medications during business hours at The
Sheriff’s Admin Building at 10750 Ulmerton Rd. Largo or
North District Office at 737 Louden Ave. Dunedin.
___________________________________________________
FROM MONTHLY TO QUARTERLY The Clearwater Sail
and Power Squadron will be hosting state Certified Safe
Boating course quarterly now, instead of monthly. Certified
instructors conduct the class. The cost is $45 which includes
the text, all material and lunch. They are located at 1000
Cleveland Street. For additional information, call 447-8775
or 441-8775 or visit www.ClearwaterPowerSquadron.org.
_________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN JULY Read this issue, as well
as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

Real Estate News
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NEIGHBORHOODS BY THE NUMBERS
Real Estate Fun Facts by Street

By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate Doiron Realty on the Beach

What was the most expensive home sold in Indian Rocks?
What was the highest priced home sold on your street?
Here are some fun facts for IRB’s various “neighborhoods”
over the last five years (April 2011-April 2016):

►HIGHEST SINGLE-FAMILY SALE:
$2,600,000, 4/2/12 (Also the largest sale in square
footage--4,500 sq. ft., 4 BR/4.5 BA, Gulf front)
►LOWEST SINGLE-FAMILY SALE:
$74,000 (794 sq. ft.), 1/25/12
(Both the highest and lowest single-family sale were in
2012 as the market began its rebound)
►SMALLEST (sq. ft.) SINGLE-FAMILY SALE:
364 sq. ft., $145,000, 12/23/13
►HIGHEST CONDO SALE:
$1,170,000 (Bella Capri), 3/11/16
►LOWEST CONDO SALE:
$72,000, 8/28/15
►LARGEST (sq. ft.) CONDO SALE:
2,660 sq. ft. (Scopello), $895,000, 4/16/12
►SMALLEST (sq. ft.) CONDO SALE:
400 sq. ft., $93,000, 6/13/13
►HARBOR DRIVE NORTH
Highest WATERFRONT sale: $1,665,000, 7/10/13
Lowest WATERFRONT sale: $414,500, 10/24/12
(Knockdown & rebuilt/Resold 2014 for $1.2 million)
Highest NON-waterfront sale: $473,500, 7/29/15
Lowest NON-waterfront sale: $352,900, 12/11/15
►HARBOR DRIVE SOUTH
Highest WATERFRONT sale: $700,000, 12/12/12
Lowest WATERFRONT sale: $261,699, 1/27/12 (Resold
2014 for $535,000)
Highest NON-waterfront sale: $365,000, 5/6/15
Lowest NON-waterfront sale: $301,000, 8/23/12
►20th AVENUE
Highest WATERFRONT sale: $1,900,000, 4/15/15
Lowest WATERFRONT sale: $253,575, 6/29/11 (Resold
2013 for $415,000)
►20th AVENUE PARKWAY
Highest WATERFRONT sale: $950,000, 8/12/15
Lowest WATERFRONT sale: $432,000, 7/17/14
(Only ONE NON-waterfront home sold on 20th Avenue
Pkwy. in the last five years:$268,000, 6/30/14)
►LA HACIENDA DRIVE
Highest WATERFRONT sale: $1,275,000, 2/12/16
Lowest WATERFRONT sale: $315,000, 10/7/11
►BAHIA VISTA DRIVE
Highest WATERFRONT sale: $690,000, 5/15/14
Lowest WATERFRONT sale: $250,000, 4/18/11
No matter where you live in Indian Rocks, 2016 started off
rather lackluster. The number of single-family transactions
in January was 0! Things improved a bit in February. The
number of sales continued to increase from March to April.
Prices were up 2% from February to March and up an
estimated 4% from March to April. Demand still exceeds
supply so it continues to be a prime seller’s market… on
the street where you live in Indian Rocks Beach.
Sources: My Florida Regional MLS
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HEFTY, continued

“I met RB Johnson before he was on the commission; he
was only a volunteer. I met him at the County Park at a big
rally to kick off the sea oats planting program. Florida
Power supplied about 500 of their employees to help in the
project,” Hefty recalls.
“I remember Wayne was very interested in planting trees,”
says Johnson, now Mayor. “He suggested the planting of
the oak trees that surround our Little League field and today
shade the bleachers.”“I supervised the building of the new
Solid Waste Center near the fire station, rebuilt the city’s
tennis courts, and resurfaced the Little League baseball park
which Dean’s idea,” Hefty continues.
“Along with Mayor Jim Driscoll, I worked with Bob DiNicola
when he was still a commissioner. We all got along very
well. But, we had a city manager, Joanne Townsend that I
did not get along with. She did not last long, then they
hired Eric Messerve. He was worse,” Hefty says. “Even
though I had been on the job for four years, Messerve
began demanding that the head of Public Works must have
an Engineering Degree. Eventually, I was motivated to
leave. We had developed a list of 30 projects to be
completed in the next four years. I was done with 27 of
them, so in March of 1996 I left the city, moving on to
better things. I trained Dean to take over for me, and
shortly afterward Messerve was let go.“
In 1998, Hefty became a consultant to the Pinellas County
School Board and Pinellas County Utilities. Working for Pic
Talley, he was asked to survey the energy usage at an area
school. That led to auditing 140 Pinellas school buildings,
which was difficult since they were in eleven Pinellas
municipalities.
Hefty became involved in the County’s Water Management.
With a focus on waste management and recycling by the
schools, he created an Energy Team to manage the
county’s water, trash and recycling programs. It was
responsible for sewer, water, gas, trash, recycling, solar
energy, and other systems. They documented over $12
million in savings.
Hefty worked for Pinellas County for about six years, until in
2004, he went to work for a consulting firm, Energy
Systems Group. The company was doing the same things
Hefty had been doing for Pinellas County, but had projects
in thirteen states.
Somewhere along the way, Hefty became involved with
Keep Pinellas Beautiful. The organization was formed in
1996 with Bill Sanders as its first director. Hefty was the
treasurer for many years and has been an active board
member for ten years.
“Wayne Hefty is one of our long standing members of the
Keep Pinellas Beautiful Board of Directors. He has served as
a volunteer since the early nineties when the affiliate began.
His passion and dedication to our organization have helped
expand our educational reach to thousands of students and
adults throughout Pinellas County. He helped develop the
Bright Futures Student Scholarship program, spearheaded
the in-school recycling program and orchestrated the
Recycle Regatta for many years. Wayne’s “Can-Do” attitude
and enthusiasm for Keep Pinellas Beautiful’s mission
continues to contribute to the success of our Keep America
Beautiful Affiliate,” says Pat DePlasco, Executive Director
Keep Pinellas Beautiful.
Wayne, now 71 is a consultant for Recycling Services of
Florida, which oversees most of the Pinellas County public
schools. “I feel that the Lord brought me to each of these
jobs,” Wayne says with a smile.
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INHERITED IRA PITFALLS

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
Different rules apply when you inherit an
IRA depending on your relationship with
the deceased IRA owner, and pitfalls exist
for both spouse and non-spouse
beneficiaries.
For a surviving spouse, it is often advised
that the IRA be rolled over to an IRA in the
surviving spouse’s name. However, this may be ill
advised. As an example, if the surviving spouse is under
age 59 ½, the surviving spouse, prior to turning 59 ½,
could not access the money in the rolled over IRA
without paying a 10% non-deductible excise tax. It may
be better to set up an inherited IRA where there is no
penalty for withdrawing money prior to age 59 ½. This
is but one pitfall, so you should evaluate all alternatives
before making a decision.
A non-spouse beneficiary cannot rollover the IRA into
their own name. They can take a lump sum, take it over
five years, stretch it over their life expectancy, or take
differing amounts each year as long as they take the
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD). If they don’t, this
pitfall results in a 50% non-deductible excise tax on top
of the regular income tax that might be owed. The same
rules generally apply to a Roth IRA, but income taxes are
not owed on the amount withdrawn.
When there are multiple beneficiaries, another pitfall
often occurs when leaving the IRA in one account rather
than dividing it into separate accounts for each
beneficiary. If the money stays in one IRA, the
beneficiaries will be forced to take the money out based
on the life expectancy of the oldest beneficiary rather
than the life expectancy of each beneficiary. This is
especially important if there is a wide range of ages
amongst the beneficiaries. By separating the IRA, each
owner of the inherited IRA can make an independent
decision about how to invest the money, how much or
little to take out, and will get to name their own
beneficiary who can continue the IRA if they inherit it. In
short, it can last a long time if properly handled.
The inherited IRA can be kept with the same custodian,
or it can be moved to a new custodian. This gives the
new owner the chance to adjust the investments in the
IRA.
To learn more about avoiding the pitfalls of inheriting an
IRA and to examine all of the choices in making these
important decisions, please give us a call.
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105
Clearwater, FL33756
727-441-9022 info@provise.com
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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THE VENUS RESTAURANT - CELEBRATING 30 YEARS

In mythology, Venus is the Roman goddess of love and
beauty. Locally, Venus is the restaurant where the locals
seem to love everything on the menu. Nick and Despina
Mitsides opened this small restaurant on the edge of
Belleair Bluffs on April 21, 1986 - 30 years ago.
The Mitsides are from the Mediterranean island of Cyprus,
which is part of Greece. In myth, this is the island where
the Goddess Venus was said to have been born.
In the early 1980s, Nick worked for his brothers-in-law as a
cook at Farmer’s Boy Restaurant on Drew Street (it is still
there). After five years, Nick had the urge to own his own
restaurant. Their location, a closed Kentucky Fried Chicken,
on West Bay became available and they leased it. Soon, the
restaurant became successful enough to allow them to buy
the lot and the building.
Today, the restaurant has over 20 employees, many of
which have been there for years. His longtime chef, Nano
Zabato has been with them 22 years. He started as a
busboy. His son works in the kitchen now, too. Other
longtime employees Teri Zaminner, Pat Kennedy and Sandy
Thomas are all servers who have worked at Venus for 18 or
more years.
Early on, the Mitsides held Christmas parties for family and
employees at the restaurant. Eventually, they began inviting
regular customers. The event grew so large they had to
move to the Largo Community Center, then Honeywell, then
to the Greek Church on Gulf to Bay adding a live band and
dancing. The annual event eventually grew to 500 people.
The small restaurant has a very large menu and serves
breakfast, lunch and dinner. The items consist of Greek,
American and Italian dishes and includes a wide variety of

sandwiches, soups and
salads.
For breakfast they
feature omelets, eggs,
pancakes, waffles, egg
benedict, and fresh fruit.
“The skillets are our
most popular breakfast
meal,” says Chef Nano.
For lunch and dinner,
anything Greek is popular. Their most requested entrée the Chicken Souvlaki. They offer Greek salads, hamburgers,
gyros, beef stew, beef tips & noodles, corned beef with
cabbage and other freshly made specialties. “The Greek
salads and hamburgers are the most commonly ordered,”
Chef Nano adds. “Most days, we serve about 100
burgers.”
We have many regulars,” says Nick with pride. “They are
very loyal to us. Many come from the beaches. We see lots
of snowbirds return in the winter.”
“We see people who came here as kids, that are all grown
up and bringing their own children in for dinner,” adds
Despina. “We feel grateful for all our wonderful customers
and employees.”
The spirit of Venus must have rubbed off on them, as the
Mitsides, who live in Seminole have been married 38 years.
They have two children (Evie and Dino) and two
grandchildren. Venus Restaurant located at 2441 West Bay
Drive, is open seven days a week beginning at 7am. They
serve dinner Monday through Friday, but close at 3pm on
Saturday and Sunday.
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YOU MAY HAVE ONLY TWO MINUTES TO ESCAPE

Take two easy steps to help protect your home from a fire.
The biggest disaster people face is a fire in their home.
minutes to escape a
Home fires happen quickly - devastating lives and property.
burning home before it’s
Unlike other disasters, most home fires can be prevented.
too late to get out. The Red
The American Red Cross Home Fire Campaign is underway Cross recommends two
easy steps to protect your
across the U.S., aiming to reduce the number of home fire
home and to increase your
deaths and injuries by 25% over five years. The Campaign
chances of surviving a fire:
has been credited with saving 69 lives as of mid-February
get a smoke alarm and
2016. Volunteers have installed 170,000 smoke alarms in
create a fire escape plan.
more than 4,100 cities across the U.S. Locally. volunteers
SMOKE ALARMS Working smoke alarms cut the risk of
have installed over 3,900 smoke alarms.
dying in a home fire in half.
Since October 2014, the Red Cross with fire departments
• Place smoke alarms on every level of your home,
and organizations, churches and concerned citizens to go
door to door in at-risk neighborhoods offering to install free including inside and outside bedrooms.
smoke alarms and to educate the families on fire safety.
• Test smoke alarms once a month and change the
Residents receive a personalized diagram showing
batteries at least once a year.
designated emergency exits and meeting places outside the
• Install a new battery immediately if an alarm chirps,
home.
warning that the battery is low.
“We are so grateful for the support of our donors and the
community volunteers powering our Home Fire Campaign,” • Teach children what the smoke alarm sounds like and
what to do when they hear it.
Central Florida Red Cross Chief Executive Officer, Linda
• Never disable a smoke alarm.
Jorge Carbone. “Every day, Red Cross volunteers step onto
a family’s doorstep in the moments after they have suffered
FIRE ESCAPE PLAN You may only have two minutes to
a fire to help them through one of the worst times in their
escape when a fire occurs, but most people mistakenly
life. This campaign puts us on that doorstep before the
believe they have more than twice as long to get out.
unthinkable happens in the hopes that we can give them
• Home fire plans should include at least two ways to
the tools to know how to safely survive and prevent the
escape from every room of your home.
larger tragedy you can never fully recover from: the loss of
• Select a meeting spot at a safe distance from your home
a loved one. We know we’re doing something importantwhere family members can meet after a fire.
every escape plan we write and every alarm we install has
the real potential to save lives”.
• Discuss the plan with everyone in the household and
practice it at least twice a year.
Fire experts agree that people may have as little as two
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COTI FEEDS PINELLAS HOPE

Each month, members
and friends of Indian
Rock’s Church of the
Isles (COTI) meet in the
church’s kitchen to
prepare lunch for
residents of Pinellas
Hope, a homeless
shelter managed by
the Catholic Charities
of Pinellas County.
“We get together each
month to prepare the
meal,” says Marty
Synott, COTI coordinator of the IRB meals program. “We feed
anywhere from 70 to 150 people, depending on the season.”
“This week we provided meatball subs, salad, chips, and
cookies,” says volunteer Nancy Ertz. “Most of the time, people
bring just hot dogs and hamburgers, so they like our meals.”
Volunteers cook the food in the church’s kitchen and deliver it
to Pinellas Hope in Clearwater off 126th Avenue N. They stay
to help serve. The food is paid for by the church and
donations. One church member covers any shortages.
“For Christmas, we brought a holiday meal of fried chicken
and desserts,” adds Marty. “There was a Christmas program
with music and singing.
You do not have to be a member of the Church of the Isles to
help. Call Marty Synott at 249-3011 to get involved. They
also welcome donations.

CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB

CWYC is offering a Summer Membership Program. Join
from May 1 to September 30th with no initiation fee and
dues are only $100 a month. There is no monthly minimum
spending and you do not need a boat. Join now and enjoy
their May Events including May 5th: Cinco de Mayo Fiesta,
May 7th: ARC Fun Day, May 8th: Mother’s Day Grand
Brunch, May 30th: Memorial Day Cookout
Many members don’t have a boat and most of their social
activities center around parties at their waterfront tiki bar or
upstairs in the dining room. They are located at 830
Bayway Blvd., Clearwater Beach. Visit www. Clwyc.org,
e-mail Communications@CLWYC.org, or call 447-6000.

SENIOR SOFTBALL LEAGUE

After five years, the league
has grown so much they
have 12 players that are 70+
and 24 that are 65+. The
league is open to men 55+
and adult women of all ages.
Because of the number of
real Seniors playing, they are
having a Seniors only Old
Timers game for players 65+
May 2 at 4pm. This allows the older players to compete
among themselves without trying to keep up with the
“youngster" who are often 15 to 20 years younger than our
Super Seniors. The public is invited.
Five teams play at 4 pm in the fall and spring and at 6 pm
during the summer. These are league games played Mon,
Tues and Thurs over a four month season. Sunday morning at
9 30, they have pick up games open to the public. All games
are at Campalong Park opposite City Hall.
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HONOR FLIGHTS - PINELLAS GROUP LEAVES JUNE 7TH

Hundreds of World War II veterans
are living their final days in Pinellas
County. These veteran are
somewhere between 90 and 100
years of age, although some
soldiers who enlisted underage,
maybe slightly younger. Most
veterans have never seen the
Washington D.C. World War II
Memorial built in their honor.
Honor Flight, a non-profit
organization, was created to give
veterans of World War II, the
Korean Conflict and the Vietnam
War to chance of go to D.C. to see
memorials honoring their service.
Two people are credited for the
concept: Jeff Miller, of Henderson,
North Carolina and retired Air
Force Captain Earl Morse.
Morse worked with patients at the
Department of Veterans Affairs in
Springfield, OH. When he asked
them about the memorial,
completed in 2004, most said they knew of it but none of them had seen it.” He realized due to their ages, most could
never travel to see it. He offered to fly two veterans to Washington D.C. to see it and an idea was born.
Morse pitched the idea of flying more veterans to a local 300-member aero-club. Eleven pilots volunteered and formed a
network. By May of 2005, when the first honor flight took place, six private planes flew twelve veterans to D.C. and back.
By the end of the year, the program had allowed 137 veterans to see the memorial.
In late 2005, Jeff Miller, son of a World War II veteran and a charter member of the National World War II Memorial
Foundation, was inspired by Morse’s efforts and wanted to expand it. He contacted US Airways about chartering an
airplane and HonorAir was born. Over three days in 2006, HonorAir flew more than 300 World War II veterans from
Asheville to D.C. - free of charge. HonorAir provided everything—a doctor, several EMTs, guardians, tour buses, and food.
When they arrived, they were greeted by thousands of supporters with music and marching bands.
Heroes WeFcome a project of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit #180 in Vienna, Va was created to organize welcoming
ceremonies for the Honor flights at the three Washington area airports. Normally, active military members, school children,
and bands playing patriotic music participate.
In June of 2014, the Honor Flight Act was introduced in Congress. It directs the Transportation Security Administration
(TSA) to establish a process for providing expedited and dignified passenger screening services for Honor Flight veterans.
Today, Honor Flights leave from 130 hubs in 44 states. As of 2015, they have flown 159,703 Veterans, 20,886 in last year
alone. They have relied on 107,527 fly-along guardians since it started. There are 21,032 veterans on the standby list.
(20% are from World War II, 43% Korea, 36% Vietnam and others.). 2015 saw the first all-female Honor Flight with 140
female veterans on board.
Donations are the heart of the organization and make it possible for more of our aging veterans to make a once-in-alifetime trip to the memorials in D.C. The cost of each flight is between $50,000-$60,000, which includes airfare, land
transportation, food, beverages, wheel-chair rentals and other support materials, is covered by donations. The Honor
Flights are completely free to selected Veterans. In addition, Honor Flight always needs volunteers to escort veterans, push
wheelchairs, and show them around D.C. Volunteers pay their own expenses (about $400) or find sponsors.
Both Miller and Morse were awarded the Presidential Medal of Honor in 2008 for their work in the program.
The Pinellas chapter of the Honor Flight Network, which started in 2011, is Honor Flight of West Central Florida. It is an
official Regional Hub of the national Honor Flight Network. To date, they have taken 1,884 veterans to Washington, D.C.
The local president is Beverly Frey. Volunteer Coordinator is Tina Provo.
Honor Flight of West Central Florida tries to coordinate four trips a year. The next one leaves Clearwater / St Pete (PIE)
airport at 4 am Tuesday, June 7 and returns that same night at 8:30 pm. This is the 26th Pinellas County mission and will
have 78 veterans onboard. Volunteer are encouraged to participate in their welcome home party that evening.
U.S. Marine and World War II veteran Neil Ducharme was on the April 26th flight. His escort was Linda DeWitt, an
employee at Belleair Country Club. Ducharme, now 92 and living in Palm Harbor was a part of the Battle of Okinawa and
was later assigned to Japan following the dropping of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Neil also served in
the reserves during the Korean Conflict and the Vietnam War. A follow-up story of his trip will be covered in our next issue.
In 2002, there were almost 5 million World War II veterans still alive; today, there are 670,000, With an estimated 32,000
War-era Veterans living in the our area. Honor Flight’s mission is to help each of them to see their memorial. If you or
someone you know is a veteran, please contact Honor Flights. Mark Welsh, the Pinellas Coordinator, can be reached at
727-204-1754 or at info@HonorFlightWCF.org. Find more information at www.HonorFlightsWCF.org or HonorFlight.org.

A Recent
Honor Flight
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POSTAL FOOD DRIVE - MAY 14TH

May 14, the second Saturday in May, is the annual Food
Drive by the U.S. Post Office and your local Mail Carrier.
That day, leave your donated food by your mail box for pick
it up and they will get it to the local food bank.
Our Beach Community Food Pantry, (BCFP) routinely
purchases their inventory of canned goods, at retail cost,
that is not readily available from Feeding America or RCS.
The Postal Service Food Drive helps increase that inventory.
While they have never actually weighed the delivery, they
estimate they receive 75-100 Postal Service bins of food,
which can last three or more months. The more that is
contributed, the longer it will last; soup, beans, fruit and
pasta sauce go much faster than canned veggies, but they
value all donations.
Here are a few FAQs about the food drive.
Can I donate baby food, too? Please do not donate any
individual baby food items (including formula, jarred
vegetables and fruits, meals, snacks, infant cereal). Baby
food may be donated by the case or pallet, but single item
donations present potential contamination risks.
Can I donate toiletries or other personal care items? The
Food Drive is primarily a food drive, but if you also want to
give personal care items (such as diapers, laundry
detergent, soap, toilet paper and household cleaning items)
in addition to your regular donation, food banks may be
able to distribute or put them to good use with
organizations that also provide help to those in need.
Does my food donation stay local? Yes—all food stays in
our local community. It’s not shipped off to some regional
distribution center hundreds of miles away. If you want to

know where yours is going, call your local post office and
ask to speak to your local food drive person.
Can I give money in addition to (or instead of) food? While
we strongly encourage food donations over money
donations, we won’t turn away any donations. If you want
to give money, please avoid donating cash (for everyone’s
protection); just write a check made out to BCFP, seal it in
an envelope (no postage required), write “Letter Carriers’
Food Drive” on the envelope, and leave it by or in your
mailbox.
Are my donations tax-deductible? Please contact your local
food bank. The food drive person at your local post office
should be able to help connect you.
How can I help (besides donating food)? If you would like to
volunteer with food distribution and sorting, or in any other
capacity, contact BCFP at 517-2534. They have a great
need for volunteers on Food Drive Day as well as all
throughout the year.
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COOLSCULPTING CLEARED BY FDA TO TREAT MORE PROBLEM AREAS

By Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald
We all have stubborn areas of fat that we would like to
eliminate for good without undergoing a surgical procedure
like liposuction, CoolSculpting is the answer. With more
than 10 years of safety and efficacy data, over 60
published clinical publications and millions of procedures
performed worldwide, it’s considered the “gold standard” in
non-invasive fat reduction for good reason. So it’s not
surprising that the manufacturer, Zeltiq, recently announced
the fat-freezing technology has been cleared by the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) for the treatment of visible
fat bulges of bra fat, back fat and underneath the buttocks
(also known as the “banana roll”). These areas have been
added to previously approved areas including double chins,
thighs, abdomen and love handles.
CoolSculpting is a revolutionary body contouring treatment
designed to freeze away fat from your body. In just 60
minutes, it selectively targets and removes unwanted fat
using a proprietary controlled-cooling technology. Using
specific applicators with vacuum suction, it crystallizes the
lipids in fat cells through the process of cryolipolysis. This
results in the slow collapse of fat cells and ultimately results
in cell death, called cellular apoptosis. Since fat freezes
before other surrounding tissues in the body, CoolSculpting
only targets the fat cells in the superficial fat layer, close to
the skin. The result is long-lasting spot reduction for
problem areas of fat.
“We are thrilled to inform people that we can use
CoolSculpting to treat the “banana roll,” said PureLife
Medi-Spa Business Manager, Kelly Woodruff. “Many
patients come in asking us to treat the area of pesky fat

under the buttocks - and we are
excited to accommodate demand.
With four machines at our practice,
we are pleased to have the ability to
treat the newly approved areas, all at
the same time.”
It’s important to note that while inches
are lost, that does not translate into
losing pounds. Fat cells never divide
adolescence, they only shrink or swell.
The CoolSculpting procedure
eliminates fat cells for good. The first
treatment typically yields a 25-30 percent reduction of fat,
and patients who undergo a second session can experience
up to 50 percent. The results from a CoolSculpting are
gradual, as the body’s lymphatic system naturally
eliminates the dead fat cells. Downtime is minimal, and
most patients go back to work and resume their normal
routine immediately following the procedure.
PureLife Medi-Spa offers a complimentary weight loss
program in combination with CoolSculpting. An eight-week
Detox B12 Program can be started immediately following
the CoolSculpting treatment. Call (727) 595-3400 or visit
www.purelifemedispa.com today to schedule a
complimentary CoolSculpting consultation.

Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald, Owner and Medical Director of PureLife
Medi-Spa, has been practicing family medicine for 20 years. Dr.
Fitzgerald, DO, MT(ASCP), is also a Medical Technologist, and in
2013 was awarded a U.S. patent for colon cancer prevention. Doc
Fitz says, “CoolSculpting is amazing science!” If you can squeeze
it, Doc Fitz and his staff can freeze it and spot reduce fat without
surgery in just one hour!
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THE DALÍ MUSEUM’S VOLUNTEERS KEEP IT RUNNING SMOOTHLY

Volunteering at The Dalí
Volunteers are an integral part of the success of The Museum operations and
programming. Presently, 415 active volunteers, ranging in age from 16 to 90,
contribute their time and talents in a variety of ways. Students (high school and college)
are also welcome to volunteer for approved course credit or scholarship requirements.
Areas of opportunity include guest relations, education, membership, marketing,
operations, evening and daytime special events, and more. Training is provided and
volunteers receive special benefits for their service. The Dalí seeks volunteers from all
backgrounds. A background in art is not required for most volunteer opportunities.
Their Docent Program is the heart of The Museum’s educational mission. Adult Docents
create and conduct public tours of The Museum’s permanent and visiting exhibitions as
well as private tours arranged by the Group Tours department. Over 100 docents
currently lead tours at the Museum.
Adult docents enroll in a 17-week training program (roughly the equivalent of a three Pam Whitaker (right) and Rachel
credit university-level course) that consists of 15 two-hour lectures, three written tests,
Furlott (center) help a guest at the
and a final mini-tour examination. After completing the initial training, docents are
information desk
required to conduct a specific number of tours each month for at least one year.
In addition to the initial training period, there is ongoing training for docents including curatorial walk-throughs of
new exhibitions, refresher classes and advanced seminars. Docents are responsible for developing their own tours and
are encouraged to develop a repertoire of tours for specific audiences and special interest groups.
Museum docents can choose to become “Dalí Vision” Docents and teach outside of The Museum by presenting at
schools, hospitals, recreation centers, after-school programs, social service groups and other community
organizations.
As part of the Junior Docents summer program, elementary and middle school students are trained in a mini-docent
course that enables them to share general information about Dalí and his paintings. This program introduces students
to artistic processes, builds self-esteem and public speaking skills, and brings families to the Museum.
The Dalí encourages people of all ages, ethnicities, and cultures to apply. The Dalí welcomes visitors from more than
30 nations; those who speak additional languages (other than English) are especially encouraged to get involved.
Pam Whitaker - Coordinator of 400 volunteers
Pam Whitaker once just a Dalí Museum volunteer is the Volunteer Coordinator overseeing all 415 volunteers. From
2008 to 2011, she was a volunteer that showed up and did what she was asked to do. In 2011, Pam was offered a
full time job as The Dalí Director of Visitor Experience, which is how they describe the volunteer’s mission.
“We have people of all ages volunteering here--teenagers, students, young and old. We have many volunteers in their
70s and 80s”, says Whitaker. “People volunteer here for a wide variety of reasons. Many students get community
credit in high school and college. Many of the senior citizens do it for social reasons—to meet people and to feel
useful.”
“Our volunteers are diverse with unique backgrounds and skill sets. We have former teachers and business people;
some have graphics, presentation or other specialized skills. The main thing we emphasize though is to have fun
while working,” Whitaker explains.
Many volunteers speak foreign languages. Often visitors call The Dalí and ask if they can have a tour in their native
language. Naturally Spanish is the second most requested language, but there are guides that speak Japanese,
Chinese, German, French, Russian, and some others.
“We consider our volunteers to be Ambassadors for St. Petersburg and the Tampa Bay area. One out of six Dalí
guests are from outside the U.S. We want them to know about our whole area, not just The Dalí,” Whitaker explains.
“People ask us about where to eat and what else to do nearby. We know our guests go back to their homes in other
states and countries and talk about their experience. We want our volunteers to represent us and the area favorably.”
Some volunteers participate in field trips to other museums and attractions, so they can become aware of what those
facilities offer—plus it is a reward for their hard work. Volunteers also make presentations at other locations away
from The Museum such as at schools, businesses and meeting groups.
“Our goal is for our volunteers to have a wonderful experience working here, and to pass that experience on to our
Dalí visitors, Whitaker concludes.
Rachel Furlott - A Dalí Volunteer at 85
Rachel Furlott, age 85, has been volunteering at The Dalí since her husband died, 5 years ago. She works in the
Audio Department, handing out headsets. “We have had headsets for many years, but in January, we introduced a
new more modern system”, says Furlott.
Furlott does not get paid for volunteering, but she says she gets a lot out of it. “I meet the most wonderful people.
Many are from other states and nations,” she says happily. “I have made many new friends here.”
Furlott works two to three hour shifts, four days a week which is ten to twelve hours a week. Last year she worked over
1,000 hours at The Dalí, but she does not call it work. Also, she has participated in The Dalí “Travel Council” taking
field trips to other cities and attractions. “We went to Tampa, Sarasota and even Naples, last year,” she adds.
“Volunteering at the Dalí has been a wonderful experience.”
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OVER-50S HELP TO POWER TAMPA BAY ECONOMY

By Jeff Johnson, AARP Florida’s State Director
Despite the attention given to millennials, Tampa Bay
includes the highest percentage of residents who are 65 or
older in the nation. As boomers continue to reach that 65plus milestone, don't expect the bay area to yield its top spot
any time soon.
What's rarely mentioned, however, is that the same features
that attract the talent, energy and potential of the
millennials will also attract and keep vibrant Florida's huge
— and economically muscular — 50-plus population.
As Tampa Bay charts a course toward economic growth,
elected officials, economic development experts and
entrepreneurs should simultaneously target millennials and
also court the 50-plus population. Here's why:
• OLDER PEOPLE HAVE MONEY: While there are wide
economic disparities among the 50 and over population as
there are throughout all generations in the United States,
older people are much more likely to be financially well off
than millennials. Americans aged 50 or older control 80
percent of the wealth of the country.
• GRAY IS GOLD IN FLORIDA: According to a 2015 study
prepared by AARP and Oxford Economics, people 50 or
older were responsible for 57 percent of all consumer
spending in the Tampa Bay region. Statewide, a 2014 study
by the Florida Chamber of Commerce Foundation found
Floridians ages 50 and over were responsible for 58
percent of all consumer spending in the state, sustained
nearly 6 million jobs and created $429 billion per year in
direct, indirect and induced economic impact.
• ACTIVE BOOMERS ARE WORKERS: In 2015, 63 percent

of the 50-plus population was in the workforce. They earn
more than half of all employee compensation, though they
make up about 35 percent of the total workforce.
• BOOMERS ARE ENTREPRENEURS: Florida has long been
known as a small business state, and entrepreneurs and
startups have been key to the state's recurring economic
booms. What's not as well recognized is that about 15% of
the 50-plus population are small business entrepreneurs,
compared to about 11 percent of the 25-49 age range.
Later this year, AARP Florida and Encore Tampa Bay will
offer the Caregiver Accelerator, a learning experience for
people interested in creating new businesses that can
support family caregivers and those they care for.
Would-be entrepreneurs will get coaching on how to put
together a business plan, find capital and grow a fledgling
business from a good idea. In May, AARP is sponsoring a
conference at which entrepreneurs will be able to pitch their
business ideas to potential investors. The potential business
upside is enormous — Florida already has 2.67 million
family caregivers. With tomorrow's longer life-spans, the
market for caregiver services is poised for rapid growth.
This year, the oldest boomers turn 70 and the youngest turn
52. Most are still working and many still have children in
school. Millennials are still establishing their niche in their
career and personal lives. In each generation, Florida can
find opportunities for growth and prosperity.
AARP Florida stands ready to work with anyone to build
livable communities across the state through the
AARP/World Health Organization Age Friendly Network of
Communities. Together, we'll build a Florida that welcomes
all ages to the sunshine.
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SUMMER CAMPS

If you plan to enter your kids in summer camp this year, do it
now. Most summer camps register early and many sell out.
YMCA CAMP - There is no YMCA Camp at Indian Rock’s
City Hall this year as they are remodeling the building.
THE BEACH ART CENTER: Kreative Kids Summer Art Camp
is for ages 5 and up. There are eight separate week-long,
half-day sessions Monday through Friday 9 am – noon or 1
-4 pm from June 13 through August 5. Fees per weekly half
days: Non-Member - $85 + Materials Fee, Members - $75
+ Materials Fee. Scholarship/siblings discounts available.
Visit www.beachartcenter.org or call 727-596-4331.
COUNTRY DAY of IRB They offer half or full day PreSchool Compass Camp and Camp for older kids, too. It
includes themed activities, field trips, water play, cooking,
music and dance. Call 517-0775 for detail
SKIM BOARD CAMP Island Surf Shop, at 309 Gulf Blvd.,
offers camps, Monday - Fridays, 10am to Noon for $100
for a week. They provide a board if you need one. Visit
www.IslandShopSurf.com or call Larry at 596-2244
BELLEAIR REC CENTER: The Belleair Parks and Recreation
Department will be offering summer camps for ages 6-12.
Morning camp is from 8 am until noon and features field
trips, dress up days, games, arts and crafts, specialty days
and more! Space is limited to 100 per week. Visit
www.belleairrec.com or call (727) 518-3728.
FREE SUMMER PRE-K: Registration is open for the free
summer voluntary pre-kindergarten program presented by
Pinellas County Schools from June 13-July 29. Children
must be 5-years old on or before September 1st to qualify.
For questions, call 400-4411 or the VPK office at 588-6513.
THEATRE CAMPS: Largo Cultural Center is offering live
theatre camp. Teens 12-18 are invited to sign up for Legally
Blonde, The Musical, - June 13 to July 2. Children ages 913 can register for Disney’s Peter Pan Jr., - July 18 to August
6. Both are 3-week camps, Monday-Friday, 9am to 4pm.
For Kids 13-18 interested in working behind the scenes,
there is Technical Theatre Production Camp, - for July 25 to
August 6. Visit www.LargoArts.com or call 587-6751.
LARGO CAMPS: The City of Largo offers many other of
Summer Camps. Registration has already started. Visit
LargoSport.com, LargoEvents.com or LargoParks.com.
AUTISTIC SAILING CAMP: Freedom Sailing Summer Camp
is a special camp for autistic children, 8 years old and up,
where they will learn to sail or paddleboard. The 2-week
camp starts June 20th, July 5 and July 18th. Visit
www.FreedomSailingCampofFlorida.com or call Bonnie
Monroe at 224-1726.
HUMANE SOCIETY CAMPS: They offer camps for ages
7-12 where kids spend a week learning animal care,
behavior, current events and animal careers. Camps are:
June 13th - 17th, June 27th - July 1st, July 11th - 15th
and July 25 - 29th. Visit HumaneSocietyofPinellas.org.
TAMPA BAY WATCH ESTUARY ED-VENTURES: Their
Summer Camp offerings have multiple opportunities for
learning and adventure. It provides exciting hands-on
opportunities to learn about marine ecology and
restoration. Call 867-8166 or visit TampaBayWatch.org.
McGOUGH PARK: This nature camp, called Naturemania,
begins June 13 and runs Monday-Friday from 9am-1pm.
This half day summer camp is jam-packed with nature
related activities for ages 7-15. Camp includes hiking, park
exploration, trips, guest speakers, arts and crafts, swimming
and sports. Visit www.LargoCamps.com. or call 518-3125.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

CLEARWATER’S ETHAN LOW - A HOT ROD AT 19

19-year-old Race car driver Ethan Low,
who competes in races all over the
U.S., was a Senior at Clearwater High
School, just last year.
Low was born in San Jose, Costa Rica
but moved to Florida when he was
young. After living in places, his family
settled in Clearwater where he
attended Clearwater High School.
When most young people refer to after
graduation, they mean high school,
but not Low. His milestone graduation
was from the Atlanta Skip Barber
Open Wheel Driving School, while was
still a sophomore in high school.
How did he decide at such an early
age he wanted to drive? “He was
always fascinated with race cars, even
as a small child,” says father Kevin
Low. “He would even sleep with a
model car in his bed.”
Go-Cart Racing
He first race experience was at the
2008 St. Pete Grand Prix—not as a
racer but as a fan. His father took him
to the race when Low was 11. There
they met a person promoting gocarting and selling parts to make your
own cart. Soon they were entering gocart competitions nearby and
eventually out of state.
“Going into it, I thought a go-cart was
something on four-wheels with a lawn
mower engine on the back,” said
Kevin Low. “I saw this as a great
father-son activity. Little did I know,
those go-carts cost thousands of
dollars and go 80-miles an hour. Plus,
the competitions cost hundreds of
dollars to enter.”
Go-Carting is divided into age groups.
At first Low was in the Mini-Max class
(11-12). Then, he entered the Junior
Class for kids 13-16 and kept winning.
He won the Nationals his first year.
Racing Cars
At 16, Low moved up to real cars. He
attended the 3-day racing school in
Atlanta. Some of the cars were openwheeled, formula type cars—just a step
away from Indy cars.
Two years ago, Low approached a
local racing team and offered to help
do anything from washing cars to
fetching food. One day, they asked
him if he wanted to take a lap or two
on a real track. “My first chance to
drive took place at the Bradenton
DeSoto Speedway,” says Low.
Race teams want drivers with real
experience—a proven track record. He
was finally getting some laps and seat
time. Low started racing various road

courses and competition with Mazdas
and other types of cars.
“He was very good in the Amateur
Series,” his father proudly says. “He
could sit behind a wheel of a car he
had never been in, go out and beat
the best on the track--first time out.”
His first professional race was in
Daytona last year. It was a 200-mile
race lasting just two and a half hours.
He also did a 24-hour Endurance Race
and a 38-hour race in a Saab. His
team won.
Until recently, Low’s father acted as his
personal manager and coach. “Racing
is a very expensive sport,” his father
laments. “Most of the other families
are rich and pay all the costs of their
kid’s racing. We are not rich and
unfortunately do not have that luxury.”
Going Pro
It was obvious it was time to move to
the next level and Low hired Troy
19 year old race car driver Ethan Low poses
Hansen, a professional race car driver on Clearwater Beach. He only graduated for
Clearwater High School last year.
manager.
With the help of Hansen, they started
1,000 pounds of pressure with your
searching for business partners. “This
legs. Plus, the G-Forces on your body
is all new to me,” says Low. “I know if I are unreal. Racing is my job; my only
want to continue racing and I will have job,” he continues. “Some people drive
to attract sponsors and money.”
for Domino’s or Pizza Hut. I drive for
me and my business partners. I am
Visit St.Pete/Clearwater, Pinellas
County’s official Destination Marketing very thankful I can work with them.”
Organization met with him and was
What does Low drive at home? He has
impressed enough to sign him. “This
an old Toyota Tacoma with 300,000
took about 9 months of meetings and
plus miles on it. “It’s a great truck, he
negotiations,” says Low. “I am so
says. It takes a lickin’ and keeps on
thankful that they saw something in me tickin’.”
and what I do.” Low now displays the
Overall, since 2013, he has had 10
Visit St. Pete/Clearwater logo on the
major wins, 26 podiums, placed in the
sides of his cars.
top five 26 times, driven 44 different
“Visit St. Pete Clearwater's marketing
cars and had 11 Pro racing starts. He
relationship is two-pronged,” says
recently raced at Daytona, Sebring,
Executive Director David Downing.
Homestead and the Charlotte Motor
“The main part is the exposure we
Speedway.
receive in key visitation markets around Low now races a Mini-Cooper which
the country when he races.”
he says is a very well built car. He did
“The second part (smaller in scope, but not drive in the Firestone St. Pete
equally important) is Ethan himself,”
Grand Prix, although he has since
Downing continues. “He's a great guy
qualified and may next year. In March,
and a passionate area ambassador he drove in the 12-hours of Sebring.
a Clearwater High graduate whose
Everyone says great things about him
undeniable appeal and social media
and his ability. A Porsche team out of
prowess make him popular with a
N.J. is looking at him. They asked to
wide range of people. It's clear even
see his resume and are talking to
this early that Ethan has the potential
people who know him.
to become a household name, and
Low was surprised recently when a
we're excited to be part of that."
young fan asked for his autograph.
Just like any professional athlete, Low
“I did not know what to say—so I just
has to stay in shape. He lifts weights,
did it.” It was the first of many to
has a treadmill at home and uses a
come.
rowing machine. “Half of racing is
Learn more about Low at
endurance,” he says. “You have to be
EthanLowRacing.com.
in shape to race at this level. When
you hit the brakes, you are applying
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RADIANCE MEDSPA’S 10TH YEAR

In April, Radiance Medspa will celebrate its 10th year. The
Med Spa specializes in non-surgical cosmetic services for the
face and body and is the #1 provider of BOTOX and
Juvederm in Tampa Bay and among the top 1% in the
United States. Radiance is owned by Stephanie Schlageter.
Schlageter was born and raised in Evanston, near Chicago.
At 15, she took a job at the 350 slip Wilmette Harbor
Marina on Lake Michigan—driving dinghies, tying up boats
and pumping gas. Soon, she learned to work on small
engines and started an engine repair business on the side.
By 19, she was their harbormaster, and worked there for 11
years, through college and graduate school.
“I always wanted to do something in the medical field,” says
Schlageter, “and I was good at math and science.” She
started at Boston’s Tufts University studying pre-med, but
ended up receiving a Mechanical Engineering degree as the
only woman in the class.
“On a lark after graduation, some friends and I went to
Czechoslovakia (now Czech Republic) and got jobs teaching
English. I lived outside of Prague for a year and traveled all
over Europe—what an experience.”
She returned to Chicago to pursue her Masters in Biomedical
Engineering at Northwestern University. Schlageter explains. “I
specialized in CT scanning and did my Master’s research in
the Brain Tumor Research Lab. There I also met my husband
Kurt, who was studying for his PhD in Neuroscience.”
“With my Master’s Degree, I got a job as a Research and
Development Engineer with a Largo medical manufacturing
company,” Schlageter continues. “I developed Orthopedic
surgical instruments. After several promotions, I was
responsible for managing a $500M division.”

In 2005,
Schlageter,
with a desire
to work for
herself,
became aware
of a franchise
for Radiance
Medspa. “Medspas are a relatively new concept,” Schlageter
explains. “They weren’t around 15-20 years ago. Now you
see them everywhere.”
The concept - part medical and part retail, interested me and
I bought a franchise. So did hundreds of others.
Unfortunately, the franchisor abandoned the operation. Many
lost everything when the support disappeared. “I decided to
go ahead on my own,” Schlageter says with pride.
At first, Schlageter had five employees and a physician.
Today, there are twelve employees - two physicians and four
nurse practitioners. They are expanding their facility with new
treatment rooms, a training room and several employees.
Schlageter is very involved in the business community and is
the Chair-Elect for the Clearwater Regional Chamber of
Commerce. “One thing I value about having a successful
business is being able to channel that success back into the
community. We wouldn’t be where we are without community
support and we make it a priority to give back.”
The Schlageters, married for 20 years, live in Belleair Beach
with their a 15-year old daughter, Lauren. Husband Kurt is a
Medical Science Liaison for Bristol-Myers Squibb.
Radiance Medspa is located at 2894 West Bay Drive near Wild
Fields. Call them at 518-7100 or visit at www.RadianceMedSpa.com

Organizational News....
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ACTION 2000 INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

submitted by Tim Shears

A2K seeks to transform the Gulf Boulevard Corridor and other selected adjacent
commercial, tourist and residential areas into vital, thriving, ultra-attractive and highly
desirable areas within which to live, conduct business, shop, dine, recreate, vacation
and simply enjoy the finer qualities of life. We meet at the Beach Arts Center on the
second Monday of each month, everyone is welcome.
On May 11th we will be holding our "May Mixer" at the Indian Rocks Beach Historical
Museum from 6pm - 8pm, all are welcome. Here, the 2016 Preservation Awards by
the Plein Aire Cottage Artists and Action 2000 will be presented
We are continuing with A2K Service Saturdays on a regular basis where any volunteer
can join us and help maintain various popular locations in Indian Rocks Beach. On
May 21st we will be planting a Native Butterfly Garden at 17th & 18th Avenue & Gulf
Blvd and on June 25th we will be cleaning the 19th Avenue Beach Access.
www.irbaction2000.com or on facebook - Action2000IRB. Action 2000 - Where
Action is the Attraction!

ROTARY CLUB OF INDIAN ROCKS

Easter Meals
A few families got a special
delivery for Easter. Publix, the
Beach Food Pantry, the Rotary
Club of Indian Rocks, the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Department and
the Suncoast Fire & Rescue squad
combined forces to deliver turkeys
and hot meals to 50 needy
families for Easter.
The Rotary paid for the meals. Publix provided the food at half
price, prepared and boxed it for delivery. Sheriff Officers and
firefighters, then hit the streets and delivered the meals. The
recipients were chosen by the Sheriff’s office. The Beach Food
Pantry donated additional items.
Each of the 50 hot meals costs of about $40 each. That is
$2000. They do this three times a year, including Easter,
Thanksgiving and during Christmas week.
Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach presents its weekly breakfast meeting
at 7:15 am at Jimmy Guana’s Restaurant. Join them to learn more.

IRB
BOAT
CLUB

In April, close
to 50 members
gathered at
Salt Rock Grill
for a Sunday Funday! The weather was perfect, the food
amazing as always, the drinks and champagne were flowing
and the company couldn’t have been better. What a great way
to kick off a summer of boating fun!
MEETINGS - There are no meeting during the summer.
Meetings will resume in September.
FISH FRY: May 14th. Plan to attend the IRB Boat Club’s 2nd
Annual Fish Fry held in the south end of Keegan Claire Park.
The fun and food, presented by Crabby Bill’s, begins at noon.
There will be games, raffles, and prizes. BYOB, coolers allowed.
The Boat Club is based in Indian Rocks Beach, but anyone can
join - and it is free. Events are held from Tarpon Springs to
Egmont Key. Visit www.IRBboatclub.com, to see photos of past
event, and upcoming events. To get involved or join, call Bob
Griffin at 517-1997 or email Bob@IRBboatclub.com.

IRB PLAY GROUP

If you want to connect with other
Indian Rocks Beach families this
group is for you. The plan is to
build a stronger family community
on our beach with their weekly or
monthly playgroup for children
ages 0 - 4 years (older children
are welcome, too.) They want to
plan park play, group walks, local
events, gatherings, and other get
togethers. Your ideas are
welcome, too. Contact Shelly
Clark if you are interested in
participating at 727-385-7970 or
irbshellyclark@yahoo.com.

BEACH ART CENTER

The Beach Art Center has enjoyed a very busy season
thanks to our many loyal long-time members, as well as
many new members and visitors. Regular classes and
popular Make-It-Take-It workshops continue as we prepare
for another great summer of Kreative Kids Camp.
Spring came with big changes. Our Executive Director,
Anna Kuhlman, resigned and our Operations Manager,
Danice Sarcone stepped in as Acting Executive Director. As
we were preparing for our first Spring Into Art Festival,
Mother Nature decided to rain on our event; and Danice
was tasked with handling the logistics of moving the date.
Her knowledge of the Art Center operations and her
management background proved to be invaluable as we
got the word out and assisted with the planning. We are
grateful for our friends and supporters who make life in IRB
so special: Brenda B. Ehrke of Edward Jones, Radiance
Medspa, Mayor RB Johnson, the City of Indian Rocks
Beach, IRB Homeowners Association, IRB Rotary Club,
Action 2000 and our many volunteers.
The current focus is on our very successful Kreative Kids
Summer Art Camp, which begins on June 13th and is
open for registration. The class schedules and registration
information are available at www.beachartcenter.org.
The success of the Beach Art Center has always been
based on our loyal members who enjoy the camaraderie
of our classes, donate hours and provide financial support.
Danice and the Board are working on a number of new
initiatives with the goal of expanding programs to appeal
to the year-round families of IRB and to work more closely
with our local organizations and businesses.

HISTORICAL MUSEUM

The Historical Society’s spring luncheon featured potluck
favorites and a talk by Bay News 9 chief meteorologist
Mike Clay. Stop by the museum Wednesday through
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for a flashback to the past.
Located on 4th Ave. across from the post office.

Business News....
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WILD FIELDS
MARKETPLACE
There has been
a change to the
ownership group
with Doug Bebell
coming on
board. Doug is
the brother of
Guppy’s Chef
Scott Bebell.
Doug is also the
Chef at their
sister restaurant,
Mystic Fish. They
are striving to offer customers better quality and
consistency with a focus on organic produce, wild
caught seafood, Strauss gras-fed beef and prepared
foods. Oh, and the truck in the produce department is
gone, it has been moved to their other Wild Field
Markeplace in Palm Harbor.
_________________________________________________
DOCTOR OF ORIENTAL MEDICINE AT BELLEAIR
WELLNESS, INC Dr. Shyler Neveaux D.O.M. has been
practicing holistic and preventative medicine for 19 years.
She recommends that BEMER technology be in patient’s
homes and used daily as it improves a laundry list of
chronic conditions. "It can be said without exaggeration,
the BEMER system represents a groundbreaking innovation
in modern preventative medicine. It is the most effective
and at the same time the best researched physical
treatment method currently available to us today,"
Neveaux says. BEMER enhances blood flow, thus
benefiting the body’s cardiac system, regenerative abilities
and even mental acuity. You can improve your life in 16
minutes by getting trained to use a BEMER at home. Over
one million people around the world are already using it.
Imagine being better tomorrow than you are today. Call
727.755.3377, e-mail BelleairWellness@gmail.com or
visit BelleairWellness.com
_______________
NOW OPEN
The Opal Sands
Resort, the newest
Clearwater Beach
Gulf front hotel is
finally open. Each
room has water
views and the
property’s
emphasis is on
local art and
cuisine. The hotel
has 230 standard rooms and 39 suites which range from
$400 a night to about $2,000 for the presidential suite
(full kitchen, two bedrooms, two and a half baths, and
1,000 square foot balcony with a hot tub.) The hotel
manager is Jeff Castner.
_________________________________________________
CLOSED
Two IRB businesses run by Indian Rocks Beach residents
recently closed:
BEACHSIDE MARKET 1511 Gulf Blvd.
IRB STUFF 1401 Gulf Blvd.

More Business News....
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RADIANCE
HAMMERS
Radiance Medspa,
is a sponsor of the
womens group
Hammers &
Heels, a division
of Habitat for
Humanity.
Hammers &
Heels’ 2015-2016
pledged goal of
$50,000 enables
the group to be the official construction sponsor for a
home built by women volunteers for the Sparks family,
a single mom and her daughter. On a recent Saturday
in March, Radiance Medspa was closed so their staff
could help Hammers & Heels work on the home.
________________________________________________
HOMETRUST NOW BILTMORE GROUP HomeTrust
Beachside Realty and the HomeTrust Countryside location
will be joining forces to become Biltmore Group
International Real Estate, reflecting and paying homage
to the historic Belleview Biltmore Hotel that, for decades,
was synonymous with luxury. The name change takes
place May 1st and reflectives the company’s position in
the luxury real estate market. Biltmore Group will be
joining two international MLS systems to provide
marketing coverage of our listed properties to buyers and
real estate agents worldwide.
________________________________________________
ALBERTSON
BECOMING
A SAFEWAY
The three
remaining
Florida
Albertsons
Grocery
stores were
sold to
Safeway, a
grocery chain
based in California. This includes the Albertsons at
Largo Mall, at 10500 Ulmerton. Safeway is in the
process of remodeling it, with plans to be completed at
the end of May. When complete, they will have an
expanded food section and a Starbucks, with a
contemporary décor, digital signs, menu boards, an
expanded natural / organic area and living well
products. The store is open during the remodel. In
other markets, Safeway offers Gas Rewards and
delivery. They hope to bring those services to the Largo
Mall store too.
________________________________________________
JEWEL ANTIQUE CENTER The small shopping center
behind The Belleair Market has been sold. The building is
home to Jewel Café and a few other small businesses.
The new owners also own Hammerhead’s Ace
Hardware. This is only a change of ownership, as the
new owners say they don’t plan to make many changes.
________________________________________________
WE WANT YOUR NEWS Are you moving, expanding or
planning an event at your business? We want to know. If
you have news or story suggestions, email them to
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 727-517-1997
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HAVANA HARRY’S TURNS FIVE

Since the store’s name is Havana
Harry’s, you would expect the
owner to be named Harry, but he
isn’t. Indian Rocks Beach resident
George Haber owns the
sandwich shop.
So where did the name Harry
come from? “It is sort of my
nickname,” George says with a
chuckle. “When I play poker
online, it is my moniker.”
While Haber (53) was born in
Holguin, Cuba, his family left
when he very young. First, they
moved to Spain, where they stayed until they could find
someone to sponsor them in the U.S. When they finally had
permission to move here, his parents lived in the Largo area.
“I remember when I started at Largo Central Elementary,”
Haber says. “I did not speak any English—and they spoke no
Spanish. The teachers just put me in a room with crayons to
keep me entertained.”
Haber learned English and eventually went on to get a
Degree in Hospitality from St Pete Junior College. With that,
he ran a small restaurant and lounge on West Bay Drive near
Missouri Avenue.
After a short stint in real estate, during the Great Recession,
Haber knew he needed to find a real job. The small storefront
on Walsingham Road was available, and he decided to open
Havana Harry’s. Now he is celebrating its fifth anniversary.
The sandwich shop specializes in Cuban sandwiches, but it

offers so much more. The menu includes more than ten
dinners served over yellow rice, including salmon, ropa vieja,
and pulled pork. You can dine inside or pick up your order to
go. “80% of our orders are takeout,” Haber says. You can see
the menu www.HavanaHarrysMarket.com.
What do his customers say?
“I have known George for many years. When he opened
Havana Harry’s, I knew it would be a success. His food is
prepared with love from his deep Cuban heritage. The
proportions are huge and at the right price. Most importantly,
he takes the time to assure his customers are satisfied when
they walk out the door.” Phil Hanna, IRB resident and City
Commissioner.
Havana Harry’s has great food like smoked salmon and
chicken over rice and beans. It is one of the few restaurants
worth leaving the beach for. George lives in IRB and I always
support our locals first.” Phil Wrobel, resident.
“George is a devoted family man and a hardworking
business owner. Havana Harry’s saves me from having to
drive to Tampa. It’s that good! Jim Labadie, former City
Commissioner
George lives on 10th Avenue with his wife, Maryann. They
have two sons, Brett (29) and Alex (27) who both work at
Harry’s. He employs six people, four are relatives.
Havana Harry’s is located at 13932 Walsingham Road, next
to the CVS store. They are open seven days a week, Monday
through Saturday from 11am to 9pm and 10am to 6pm on
Sundays. Call 596-5141 for pick up orders or just drop in.
Haber is opening a second store on Starkey Road, north of
Ulmerton Road.

Organizational News....
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IRB HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Submitted by Shan Collins
IRB Home is excited to unveil the 10th Ave outdoor gym at the
Nature Center. This fitness equipment is a proud contribution to
our community's wellness and outdoor lifestyle. The machines
are designed to use the body’s mass as resistance, and can be
enjoyed by all, regardless of the user’s fitness level. This project
is just one of many funded by the money raised from our
community events. Stop by and try it out! It’s free and open to
the public during park hours.
The 8th annual Easter Egg Hunt was a success this year. Close
to 300 children hunted through the Nature Park to find 2,000
hidden eggs. There were snacks, games, face painting, balloon
animals and of course, the Easter Bunny, who was sponsored
by Century21 Beggins!
IRBHome sponsored Happy Hours continue on the second
Thursday of each month. Homeowners, renters, and seasonal
visitors are all welcome to attend. The Happy Hours are mixers
rather than meetings, and are a way to meet new friends and
enjoy samplers of what our local restaurants have to offer.
Check out IRBHome.com for the locations and to find out more
about IRB Home events, projects, or volunteer opportunities.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH LIBRARY

BARKS FOR BOOKS - Would you like help with reading?
Reading therapy dog, Agape, is at the library to assist on
Saturday mornings from 11am - noon.
COLOR-TO-CALM - Coloring isn't just for kids anymore!
Studies show coloring can have a calming effect on the
adult mind and helps promote overall wellness. It helps us
de-stress by maintaining our focus on a particular activity
and not on our worries. Coloring generates wellness,
quietness and also stimulates brain areas related to motor
skills, the senses and creativity. Join them on Tuesday from
3 to 4pm. Coloring sheets and colored pencils provided.

FRIENDS OF IRB DOG PARK
Submitted by Wendell Schott

The IRB Dog Park is undergoing its first major transformation
in its 15 years. It will be closed for most, if not all of May
while additional fencing, benches and shade canopies are
being installed. Composite stone pebbles and new grass
areas will be added. The re-opening of the park will depend
on many variables including the weather. The Walsingham
Dog Park is the closest completely free park and information
is on the City of IRB's web-site which will probably be the best
source of the progress and re-opening date. Our pooches
will find this down time worth the wait, as they will experience
a vastly upgraded park that will be one of the best in all of
Pinellas County. The upcoming "dog days of summer"
promise to be more fun than ever for owners and their dogs.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
submitted by Trish Burch

Garden Clean Up Day - In May, a general cleanup will
remove weeds and leaves that have accumulated. This is a
good opportunity for members to get together while its still
not too hot. Visit the IRB website or call 973-219-4187. If
you’re thinking about becoming a member, stop by.
Seed Library Coming Soon - Burch is working with Tina
Stagliano, the IRB Librarian, to establish a seed library. They
are seeking donations of non-GMO and heirloom seeds from
seed companies. Library members will be able to “check out”
seeds for their own use. They will have workshops on how to
plant seeds and grow vegetables and flowers from seed.

Restaurant News....
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NEW OWNERS AT
WESTSHORE PIZZA Isabelle
and Cedric Leyniers, formerly
from Belgium, recently bought
Belleair Bluff’s Westshore Pizza
Restaurant and Sports bar.
Cedric previously managed
hotels, bars and restaurants in
Belgium. After visiting many
places, they fell in love with
our area, found the Westshore
Pizza was for sale, and bought
it. “We love the area and the
people we have met in The
Bluffs,” says Isabelle.
“Everyone here is so very
nice.” The Leyniers are now offering Trivia on Tuesday
nights, at 7pm. Their trivia competition is hosted by
America’s Greatest Live Team Trivia. With trivia, they have
a special menu, $1 draft Buds, $2 pizza slices, music and
prizes for winning teams. Westshore Pizza is located in the
Bonefish Plaza on West Bay Drive.
_________________________________________________
ASTORIA PASTRY SHOP EXPANDS HOURS Many of
his customers said they wished that the bakery was open
on Sundays—so owner Nick did just that. Now it is open
on Sundays from 8:30am to 1pm. The rest of the week,
he is open until 5pm. Astoria is new to Belleair Bluffs and
is located at 560 Indian Rocks Road at Antique Alley.
____________________________
COFFEE SHOP COMING
SOON Hoping to open in May,
Belleair Coffee Company is
under construction in the middle
of Bluff’s Plaza Shopping Center.
The store, owned and operated
by Belleair residents Chris
Whalen and Cammie Griffin will
offer coffee and pastries.
“We plan to specialize in all kinds of coffee,” says Whalen.
“We get our coffee primarily from Intelligentsia, a leader
in the industry.” In addition to American coffees, they will
offer cappuccino, latte, and espresso. They also will have
a variety of teas. Drinks are served in biodegradable
drinkware. Their pastries will be baked fresh in-house by
baker Linda Carroll who owns Desserts of Distinction. “We
are passionate about using cage-free eggs, organic dairy,
and nitrate-free meat,” says Griffin. “We will offer glutenfree and paleo treats in addition to our organic pastries,
quiches and homemade pies.”
Plans call for an inside sitting area with several couches,
private community rooms appropriate for small business
meetings, and tables outside on the sidewalk. Naturally,
there is a spot to plug in your laptop or other devices.
Once complete, they will be open Monday-Friday: 7pm to
4pm and Saturday-Sunday: 8am to 5pm.
_________________________________________________
MARINA CANTINA OPENS The long awaited southwest
themed restaurant is now open in the Marina parking lot.
The restaurant features indoor and outdoor seating on the
second level. The indoor dining area has large open
doors on three sides and a major bar. The third level is a
large walk around deck with its own bar and panoramic
views of the marina and sunsets. This is another in the
Baystar Restaurant Group that also owns Salt Rock Grill.

Restaurant News....
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NOW OPEN
Being built
along with the
Marina Cantina
in the
Clearwater
Beach Marina,
the Salt Cracker
Fish Camp,
located at 45
Causeway Blvd.
is open. It
replaced the Marina Restaurant. It is open from 7am until
9pm, serving breakfast, lunch and dinner and will even
cook your catch (you have to clean it first!) The menu
includes southern favorites such as shrimp and grits, pork
chops, meatloaf and chicken & waffles. There is also
plenty of fresh seafood and a raw bar. This restaurant is
part of the Baystar Restaurant Group that also owns
Marlin Darlin, Island Way Grill and Salt Rock Grill.
______________________
ANOTHER SLYCE
COMING SOON The
owners of Slyce Pizza Bar
are building a second
store about 8 miles south
in Madeira Beach between
Publix and McDonalds. It
overlooks the water and
you can use the nearby
floating docks to go by
boat. The store is still
under construction and will
not open for another
couple of months.
______________________
NEW MANAGER John Garland is the new manager
responsible for getting your coffee, sandwiches, and
salads to you when you visit Belleair Bluff’s Panera Bread.
Former manager Sheena Hogan recently had a baby and
isn’t returning. Garland, a former Michigan resident, come
to this location via the Bardmoor store where he was the
manager for over five years. “This store is a lot busier than
Bardmore,” John admits. “We open at 6:30am and a lot
of people stop in after walking the bridge or bike riding.”
John lives in Clearwater.
_________________________________________________
SEA-GUINI This new restaurant is open inside the Opal
Sands Resort. This beach-casual but upscale restaurant
features fresh local seafood with an Italian twist. The head
chef, Todd Hollander, comes to our area from the Key
West Westin. His team has been recruited from other
popular Ocean Properties resorts. They offer seafood
specialties, aged
all-natural steaks, and signature
pastas made from scratch, using simple, natural and
whole ingredients. They also offer handcrafted Neapolitan
pizzas prepared to order and baked in a Tuscan brick
oven. The dining room has breathtaking views from all
areas. You do not have to stay at the hotel to enjoy the
restaurant.
_________________________________________________
BEEF O BRADY’S CLOSES The restaurant in Largo, near
Wal-Mart Grocery, closed without notice in March. The
note on the door stills says closed for medical reasons.
Some say they lost their franchise due to lack of business.
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RADIANCE MEDSPA TEAMS UP
WITH DECKER ROSS INTERIORS

When Radiance Medspa owner,
Stephanie Schlageter, decided it was
time to expand her business, it was
only natural to turn to local designer,
Suzan Decker Ross, for her interior
design expertise. For years, the two
highly regarded professional women
have worked together through their
extensive community involvement from the Clearwater Regional
Chamber of Commerce and Clearwater Jazz Holiday, to
various charites, like HEP (Homeless Empowerment Project).
For this project, design work encompasses space planning and
furniture layout, color scheme, flooring, finishes, lighting, and
art to ensure the entire medspa is not only functional, but
creates the desired ambiance for their clientele - a tasteful
atmosphere of relaxation and rejuvenation. Decker Ross and
designer Marci Tempesta are incorporating natural elements
into the sleek, modern, sophisticated design which will feature
a teal, grey and silver color scheme. They are working closely
with the contractors heading up the expansion’s construction which will double the square footage of the existing facility.
Schlageter is particularly excited about the opportunities the
new “Radiance University” community room will provide. It will
host educational programs as well as networking events- such
as AchieveHERS and the Belleair Bluffs Business Association.
Radiance will provide food/drink and marketing support for
local charities like: HEP (Homeless Empowerment Project),
Habitat for Humanity, Hammers & Heels, SPCA 1000 Bitches,
and Fab 50- when they are utilizing this room. Supporting the
community is the primary goal of the new room.

SAM THE WALKIN’ MAN’S
JOURNEY COMPLETED

For those that remember the series of articles
we did a year ago about Sam Leonard (73),
“Sam, the Walkin’ Man,” this is a final follow
up. After covering 1000 miles in his walk from
Indian Rocks to California, to raise money for
WalkForRehabbingVets.com, Sam died.
Albie Masland (Veterans Service Manager), Nick Biase
(USMC) and Matt Peace (USN), who are all associated with
The Travis Manion Foundation, learned of Sam’s cause and
decided to pick up his torch and complete the walk.
Calling it the “The Samalama’s Journey” because Samalama
was Sam’s nickname, they started on April 1st in Houston and
finished in San Diego on April 29th, walking or running 20
miles a day. The trip ended on the deck of the USS Midway.
They added Sam to their project when they learned of his
plan last year. The Travis Manion Foundation supports
Veterans’ Families who have fallen. The Foundation is a
501(c)(3) charity. Get information at www.TravisManion.org.
Your donations would be appreciated.

GINGER LYLE, RETIRES FROM PSFRD

Ginger Lyle joined the staff as Administrative
Assistant in 2005 and quickly became a part
of the Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue District
family. During her tenure, she worked under
the direction of four different fire chiefs and
was involved in many significant events within
the District. Ginger and her husband Jim plan
to travel and enjoy their retired life.
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RECORD-BREAKING TOURISM
PROPELS PINELLAS FORWARD

By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
More flights, more people, more income these are the things that tourists bring to
Pinellas County, with the latter item in the
list being of utmost importance for our
community now and in the future. Not only
does the income that tourists bring to our
county reduce the burden on residents by
offsetting the need for additional tax
revenues, it also keeps many small and
medium sized businesses in our community growing year
after year.
Tourists bring jobs to Pinellas County. More than 82,000
local jobs are created directly or indirectly by the tourism
industry. The funds that tourists bring to our local economy
keep many business doors open and allow those businesses
to hire employees. The total economic impact of tourism in
Pinellas County is over $9 billion annually. That’s $285
every second of every day.
Not only is the tourism industry thriving in Pinellas County, it
is booming. This is not only a testament to the beauty of our
county, but also to the hard work of our tourism bureau, Visit
St. Pete/Clearwater. Last year, bed tax revenue exceeded
$40 million, which was a new record. Tourists also
contribute extensively to sales tax revenues, comprising
about a third of all Penny for Pinellas funds, which help pay
for things such as roads and bridges.
Visit St. Pete/Clearwater continues an active marketing
campaign aimed at extending the record-breaking tourism
numbers that Pinellas County has seen over the past couple
of years. These increased visitor numbers mean more
money for a wide range of programs and projects in our
communities.
Funds brought in through tourism also help to fund
numerous projects that make Pinellas County so beautiful.
Tax revenue from tourists helps to fund beach nourishment,
the hard work of keeping our award-winning beaches
looking their best.
While traffic congestion may be difficult to handle during the
peak of the tourist season, just remember that tourists play
an important role in the day to day life of all who call
Pinellas County home. I am glad to see more and more
people each year discovering what we already know, that
Pinellas County is the best place to enjoy some fun in the
sun.

DRIVER BEWARE: WHAT TO DO IN AN AUTO ACCIDENT

by Phil Wrobel
Auto Insurance is something that we all have to have and
don’t like to think about. We keep that card in our wallet - but
many of us don’t know how to use it when it is actually
needed. A basic Action Plan to deal with an accident is:
1. Keep Safety First. 2. Call the Police. 3. Exchange
Information. 4. Photograph and Document the Accident. 5.
File An Accident Report. 6. Call your insurance provider.
Unfortunately, as a Florida Best Quote insurance agent, I
often hear from our customers that when they left the
accident the other driver said everything was fine, or that they
were not going to file a report or claim-only to hear later that
they are being sued! Be an advocate for yourself…Don’t
drive away without getting a police report, even on a small
fender bender- especially if you are NOT AT FAULT. If the

other person is saying everything is OK, take out your phone
and record them saying this. When you exchange
information ask to see ID and insurance cards for validation.
Know What Your Insurance Covers. The whole insurance
process will be easier following your accident if you know the
details of your coverage. Check your policy for specifics.
If you have questions regarding policy review, or any
insurance inquiries, please feel free to contact me by phone,
email or stop by- our offices are located here on Indian Rocks
Beach! We can help you to understand your policy and know
that you have the best insurance for your needs. Insurance
policies can be re-written midterm. Call (727) 596-9999
and ask for Phil Wrobel, Independent Agent with Florida Best
Quote Insurance, the most referred, consumer driven agency
for all your Insurance needs!

