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INDIAN ROCKS SPRINGS

Life-givers to the Community
Story & photos by Wayne Ayers, local author and historian.

The legendary springs of the Indian Rocks area were, in a very
real sense, the very lifeblood of the region, drawing both early
pioneers and the Tocobaga Indians before them to what was a
sought-after and necessary prerequisite for settlement – a
source of fresh and pure water.
Pioneer settlers knew that minimal supplies of fresh water
offered little opportunity beyond a subsistence existence.
Plentiful quantities, on the other hand, promised opportunities
for a flourishing economy encompassing fruit and vegetable
farming, hunting of game where conditions permitted and
other pursuits such as timbering and industry.
It is no wonder that early settlers viewed fresh water with
almost a sense of awe, even ascribing healing and curative
powers to mineral-laden sources (medical claims for these
waters were common).
So the springs at Indian Rocks were a magnet that drew inhabitants into the area from the very earliest times of recorded
history. The springs did, in fact, provide a much prized source of fresh water which allowed settlement to be established and
flourish. The citrus groves, nurseries, farms and all agricultural-related pursuits thrived due to the existence of a plentiful
supply of fresh water.
A number of springs undoubtedly existed in the area when the first settlers arrived. Of the several that have been identified,
only one – located on private property – is a free-flowing surface water source today. The others came to be regarded as
nuisances and were capped during the development era when land became regarded as more valuable than water.
The sources and significance of the well-publicized springs that drew settlement to the area are a mixture of legend and
documented history. In fact, the local lore that answers the question “How did Indian Rocks get its name?” is a legend
inextricably intertwined with the famous springs.
The most famous of the springs was located at the present-day site of Kolb Park across from City Hall. This is where the
legendary Chief Chic-a-Si purportedly drank and was cured of his mysterious ailment. The legend, for those unfamiliar with
it, goes on to say that, after the chief regained his health, the tribe returned to the spot every year to drink of the waters and
fish, camping on the rocks. The white settlers in the area witnessed this event, and began referring to the location as the
“Indian Rocks.”
The legend lives on to this day, though there is evidence that later settlers gave little credence to the story, at least as far as
the miraculous healing powers of the water was concerned.
They reportedly capped the spring in the early 1900s, during
a time when scores of health seekers were flocking to St.
Petersburg to drink up at that city’s Fountain of Youth
(located on the edge of what is now the Mahaffey parking
lot).
One source says that the famous Kolb Park spring now lies
buried in the ball diamond beneath second base.
Another documented spring exists on the property of the
former Uncle Milt’s cottages, now Sunshine Cozy Cottages,
on Gulf Boulevard a short distance north of Walsingham.
Uncle Milt’s manager Debbie Lewis was told that that spring
was capped due to its sulfurous odor.
Continued inside
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Belleair Area, Clearwater Beach
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BeachNewsletters.com

CITY NUMBERS
CITY HALL. . . . . . . 595-2517
1507 Bay Palm Blvd
www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com

CITY MANAGER - Gregg Mims
MAYOR/CITY COMMISSION . 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Cookie Kennedy • Terry Wollin
Phil Hanna Vice Mayor • Jim Labadie
City Manager, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-2517
Gregg Mims
Building Department: . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Dan Weigner
Planning & Zoning: . . . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Danny Taylor, Dir.
Public Services: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
Dean Scharmen, Public Services Dir.
IRB LIBRARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-1822
Next to City Hall
M-F 9-5pm, Tu-Th 7-8:30pm, Sat 10-1pm
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM . . . 593-3861
Across from the Post Office
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.. . . 692-7867
Joe McCall, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin IRBboatclub.com . . . 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER . . . . . . . . 596-4331
Next to City Hall, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd
POST OFFICE / IRB. . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Avenue 33785, Near Crabby Bill’s
Mon-Fri 8:30A-4:30P; Sat 9A-12:00P
IRB ROTARY
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
ACTION 2000
Eric Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm

LITTLE LEAGUE . . . . . . . . . . . . 417-7349
IRB WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . 595-4575
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach. . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS . . 595-1038
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
SEWER / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
TRASH / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
9800 Fourth St. N., Suite 200 St. Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-395-2512
Republican, District 66
8282 Seminole Blvd, Suite B, Seminole
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
David Jolly . . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-392-4100
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/jolly

2016 CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

JANUARY:

Little League New Player Sign Up
3
Public School Resumes
5
Little League Ends Registration
5
Epiphany
6
Belleair Sunset Run
9
Beach Art Center Let Sun Shine In opens 8
City Commission Meeting
12
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
14
Little League Evaluations
15-16
Boat Club at The Pub
16
Gulf Beaches Road Race
17
Martin Luther King Day Schools Closed 18
Boat Club Meeting
21
Beach Art Center Photography Session 23
Gasparilla
30
Heritage Villag Pinellas Folk Festival 30
Backwater’s Chilli Cookoff
31

FEBRUARY

Ground Hog Day
Meet the Candidates
Florida State Fair opens
Winterfest Calvary Episcopal
Turtle Trot at Narrows Park Largo
Super Bowl
Community Clean Up
Chinese New Year
City Commission Meeting
Fat Tuesday
Ash Wednesday
Homeowner’s Happy Hour

2
2
4
6
6
7
8-10
8
9
9
10
11

Little League Opening Day
13
Valentine’s Day Sunday
14
Presidents Day Public Schools Closed 15
Voter Registration Deadline
16
Chemical Recycling Seminole
20
Monte Carlo Night Beach Art Center 20
Sea Blues Festival
20-21
Sunday Concert in the Park Belleair
21
Rays Fan Fest
27
Boat Club to Island Way Grill
28
Leap Year Day
29

MARCH

Early Voting Begins
5-13
Daylight Savings Time Begins
8
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
10
Moblie Collection Recycle in Largo
12
Blue Grass Festival
12
Grand Prix
12-13
Early Voting Ends
13
Public School Closed
14
City / Primary Elections
15
St. Patricks Day
17
Great America Clean Up
19
Baot Club to Caladesi
19
Spring Begins
20
Spring Break Public School
21-25
City Commission Meeting
22
Good Friday
25
Easter Egg Hunt
26
Easter Sunday
27
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Did You Know....
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STUDENTS MAKE DONATIONS On the Friday before
Thanksgiving, thirty students from Largo’s Country Day
School, most of them 8th graders, surprised volunteers
at the Beaches Food Pantry with boxes of food, which the
families of the private school have been collecting for
three weeks. Food Pantry Volunteers say the timing was
great as their pantry was almost bare. Anyone wanting
to donate food for Christmas to the Beaches Food Pantry
can bring donations to the pantry Monday, Wednesday
and Friday mornings, at 1615 1st Street, Indian Rocks
Beach
behind Guppy’s Restaurant.
___________________________________________________

COOKIE TIME IS SOON In February you will start to
see Girl Scout Cookie stands in front of Publix and other
stores around town. They do advanced sales in their
neighborhoods in January. This is the only fundraising
the Girl Scout do all year, so buy a lot
___________________________________________________
NO MORE BEAUTY AND THE BEACH For over 20
years, this popular city sponsored fundraising event, which
included an art show, music on the beach, a pancake
breakfast, kite flying, sandcastle contests and the Little Miss
Beauty Contest, has been held the first weekend in April.
This year, the city officials have eliminated Beauty and the
Beach and instead, are asking the Homeowners
Association to expand their Biggest Beach Party Ever, at the
end of April, to include daytime music. The Beach Art
Center is planning to still host an art show, now called the
Spring into Arts Festival, the first weekend of April. The
Guppy’s Gallop will also continue to be held that first
weekend in April. No word yet on what will happen to the
Rotary’s Pancake breakfast.
_____________
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED Each
year, millions of
low and
moderate
income
taxpayers rely
on AARP
Foundation TaxAide to prepare
and file their tax
returns. Volunteers are needed to work with taxpayers
directly by filling out tax returns and helping them seek a
refund. Experience isn't necessary; they will train you on the
latest tax preparation forms and software. Volunteers
receive IRS-certified training. Computer knowledge is
necessary. A minimum commitment of four hours a week
in February, March and early April is required. Sign up to
be an AARP Foundation TaxAide Volunteer at:
aarp.org/giving-back.
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photo by Phil Hanna

CONSTRUCTION DONE It has been a long few months
for area businesses, but the Walsingham Road and Gulf
Blvd intersection construction is finally over. The intersection
was redesigned by removing lanes, shifting turn lanes and
new crosswalks. New islands were installed on Walsingham
Road between Gulf Blvd and the bridge. There is still a
small amount of landscaping to be completed.
___________________________________________________
BELLEAIR SUNSET 5K RUN The Belleair Parks &
Recreation Department will host the 14th annual Belleair
Sunset 5K & 1 Mile Fun Run on Saturday, January 23,
2015, at 5 pm. This certified 5K race offers a flat, fast
course that runs through the heart of beautiful Belleair.
After running the race course, get ready for the best post
party around with complimentary food, drinks and fun.
Register before January 9 for discounted registration!
Register online at Racehawk.com. For more information,
visit www.belleairrec.com or call 727-518-3728.
___________________________________________________
PINELLAS FOLK FESTIVAL January 30, 2016 from 10
am - 4 pm, listen to dozens of the Tampa Bay area's
premier folk musicians with traditional folk, gospel,
country and bluegrass music on stages throughout the
Heritage Village, 11909 125th Street N., Largo. A $5
donation is suggested.
_________________________________________________
BAIT HOUSE IS BACK The bait house on the east end of
the Belleair Beach Causeway next to the boat ramps was
removed when the new bridge was built. Finally, a new one
has been built in the west end of the parking area. Angler
360 Bait and Tackle will operate the store; in addition to
selling live and frozen bait, they have food, ice cream and
apparel. They are open daily from 6am to 8pm. Check it
out the next time you launch your boat there.
___________________________________________________
WHEN POSSIBLE,
DECLINE THE
RECEIPT When you
handle cash register
receipts, they are likely
thermal paper coated
with either BPA or its
chemical cousin, BPS.
We now know BPA and
BPS are absorbed into our bodies from regular receipt
handling. It is of particular concern to pregnant or nursing
women, women of childbearing age and adolescents.
BPA/BPS are endocrine disruptors and can imitate our
body's own hormones in a way that could be hazardous for
our health. When asked, decline the receipt. Use digital or
email receipts whenever possible. If you do get one, throw
it away and do not recycle it. The BPA/BPS contaminates all
the paper in the recycling process.
___________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN MARCH Read this issue, as
well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

Real Estate News
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REAL ESTATE OF THE UNION
The State of our Union is Strong

By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate Doiron Realty on the Beach

In January every year, the President of the
U.S. delivers a “State of the Union” message
to Congress. It reports on the condition of
the nation. Well, it’s January, so taking the
lead from the White House, here is the
“Indian Rocks Beach Real Estate State of the
Union.” (Thunderous applause and frenetic
handshaking here!)
Total Sales by Units
The total number of houses, condos and townhomes sold
in Indian Rocks Beach in 2015 was 180 (1/1-12/20). That
number is 6.5% MORE than in the 2005 heyday! So, in
terms of total unit sales, we’re not only back to the top;
we’re over it! That is also true of condos. In 2005, there
were 110 condos sold; Last year, we topped that number
by five units with 115. At the market high, there were 58
single-family homes sold. In the last two years (2014 &
2015), we beat that number with 65 and 63 sales
respectively.
Sales by Agent
NONE of the top 10 realtors who sold properties in Indian
Rocks Beach in the boom year of 2005 were among the
top selling agents of properties in our community last year.
Now you see ’em…now you don’t.
Total Sales by $ Volume
In 2005, there were $25,239,700 in total residential real
estate sales in IRB. Last year (2015), total sales were
$18,079,800. The 2015 volume came closer to the peak
than any year in the last ten but is still a good 28% below
romp-and-stomp level.
Median Sales Price
The highest median sale price for condos in the last
decade was in 2006 ($542,500). Condo prices bottomed
out in 2010, when the average median sale price fell to
$249,950. Last year, the median sale price of condos was
$300,000--20% higher than “the pits” but still a good
45% below “the stratosphere.”
Single-family home prices peaked a year before condos.
In 2005, the highest median sale price of a single-family
was $632,450. Contrast that with 2011, when the singlefamily median sales price fell to $273,250, a gutwrenching 57% down from the best year! Last year, it was
back up to $473,000. So, in terms of single-family
median values, we’ve managed to claw our way back to
being only 25% below the peak year.
Summary of the Decade
We celebrated the boom times. We looked into the abyss
and couldn’t see bottom. We panicked a little. (Okay…we
panicked a lot!) We hunkered down. We nervously waited
for things to improve. They did. In fact, the market popped
back about 30% almost immediately after rock bottoming.
The slow, steady growth of recent years is expected to
continue through 2016. Now for the “opposition
response” to the “State of the Union”: Nationally, analysts
see signs of the home price rebound being replaced by a
few years of flat gains starting in 2017.
Sources: My Florida Regional MLS
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SPRINGS, CONTINUED

The largest spring in the Indian Rocks area, and the only
one known to still flow in its natural state, is located on
private property on Pine Drive. This is south of the Indian
Rocks Bridge, in what is now part of Largo.
The spring, called Indian Spring, is the centerpiece of a
beautiful garden. According to George Fick, whose family
owned the spring site for years and who landscaped the
property, the spring empties approximately 600,000 gallons
of water a day into the Intracoastal Waterway. Fick analyzed
the spring’s mineral content and even explored the
possibility of commercially bottling the water.
Fresh water from spring
sources was of such value to
the native Indian tribes who
passed through the area that
they would often bend tree
limbs in a fashion to point the
direction to a spring. Four of
these “marker” trees have
been identified over the years
in the vicinity of Indian Spring.
The last surviving tree (shown
here) said to have a branch
bent to point the way to the
spring was located on property
east of the Coquina Cove
Trailer Park on 113th Avenue. The tree was taken down to
make way for construction of the Shipwatch condominiums.
Another spring is said to be located off of Spring Street,
down the road from Indian Spring. There is a brook, perhaps
spring-fed, that flows through the area into the Intracoastal,
but no documentation of its source could be found.
Chic-a-Si Park off of 4th Avenue across from the Indian
Rocks Beach post office was named to honor the legendary
chief who was reportedly restored to health after drinking of
the mineral-laden spring waters in the area. Befittingly, the
park site is now the home of the Indian Rocks Beach
Historical Museum, which contains a display on the local
Tocobaga Indian culture. There is no spring known to be
located within the boundaries of Chic-a-Si Park.
In the days of native Indian and pioneer settlement, there
were no doubt a number of freshwater springs which drew
early inhabitants to the area. It is also known that the value
of these springs diminished as water systems were
constructed, and most were capped or diverted as
development progressed. Many were no doubt buried to
eliminate their “stinky” smell caused by the sulfur content.
Others were likely filled in to create more valuable land for
subdivisions during the real estate boom days.
In any event, the springs that were once a valued life-giver
for early inhabitants of the Indian Rocks area are today
largely a footnote in history.
Today, however, as Florida progresses into the 21st Century
and we find water shortages becoming more common and
sources of pure fresh water increasingly rare, the interest in
springs has been rekindled and their value is rising. Bottled
spring water from the Zephyrhills area, for example, has
become a best seller.
George Fick’s efforts to bottle the waters of the 12,000 year
old source, had he succeeded, could have given Indian
Rocks an added claim to fame.
This story is revised and updated from an article written by
author and historian Wayne Ayers for the “Punta Pinal”
publication of the Pinellas County Historical Society.
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RadioStPete.Com - A GRASSROOTS ORGANIZATION

RadioStPete is a unique local (multi-music channel) radio
station available online. It can also be accessed with many
mobile apps including the station’s own free apps available in
the Apple and Android app stores.
The station’s local focus is St. Petersburg and the Tampa Bay
Beaches, with secondary coverage of the greater Tampa Bay
Region. It features local events calendars, live coverage of
many local events, as well as local talk and interview
programs. Many programs are archived after their initial
broadcast for on demand listening.
Listeners can choose from Pop music, Jazz, Classical and
Country music to accompany the talk content. The station was
founded by retired Valpak President Joe Bourdow in July
2013. Bourdow was a commercial radio station owner and
on air broadcaster in the 1970s and ‘80s before becoming
active with Valpak on a national level. Bourdow also acts as a
consultant to a number of franchise brands and industry
suppliers.
In addition to the 24/7 RadioStPete operation, the station
originates the national broadcast of the East-West Shrine
Game each January from Tropicana Field. The national
broadcast is on a commercial radio network that has grown
to over 150 radio stations, in addition to national coverage on
SiriusXM, plus online and mobile distribution. The broadcast is
heard locally on 620 WDAE who acts as the Network’s
“Flagship Station.” Patrick Kinas “Voice of the Shrine Game”
and Durham Bulls broadcaster is a partner in RadioStPete.
In the 27 months since its launch, the station has attracted a
growing audience locally, as well as over 50,000 listeners in
over 150 countries. RadioStPete has been recognized two years in a row by Radio Internet News as one of the “Three Best
Single Stream Pure Play Broadcasters” in the world.
RadioStPete focuses on giving local talent a voice in the Tampa Bay area. From the living room of his one-bedroom Old
Northeast apartment, Will Kuncz records one of the most highly rated podcasts in the Tampa Bay area, Homemade
Broadcast. The Homemade Broadcast is homemade in every sense of the word; Kuncz himself is responsible for literally
every aspect of his show including producing, recording, booking, and hosting it. Despite its humbleness, the Homemade
Broadcast is truly impressive in scope and range. It focuses on local life, arts, and music and showcases a diverse line-up
of special guests, including St. Petersburg’s mayor Rick Kriseman. The Homemade Broadcast also highlights the local
events and special people that make our community so vibrant. Kuncz is truly successful at providing listeners with
information about the creative individuals and unique aspects of our community.
The Homemade Broadcast began as a fun podcast with a roommate before Kuncz joined forces with RadioStPete. Kuncz’s
roommate ended up leaving the podcast after having a baby, and Kuncz believed that was the end of things. He jokes,
“My life is not interesting enough to envelope 45 minutes of talking by myself.” In order to keep the broadcast going,
Kuncz began inviting guests to the show, mostly local artists and musicians. He managed to keep attracting more and
more notable guests. As popularity grew, guests actually began reaching out to him, including the mayor, whom Kuncz
interviewed in September. “I didn’t think he would do it. I mean, it’s just some stupid little podcast,” Kuncz laughs.
Clearly, the mayor disagreed, as do Kuncz’s avid listeners. The Homemade Broadcast is even more impressive considering
Kuncz doesn’t have prior radio experience.
After jumping from major to major while in college at USFSP, he ended up with an English degree. After graduation, Kuncz
felt a bit aimless, something many recent college grads relate to. He remembered playing “broadcast” as a kid with his
boombox, using the Space Jam soundtrack as background ambiance, while talking into a pretend microphone. “I guess I
did figure out what I wanted to be when I grew up then, but you don’t always remember it as an adult,” Kuncz muses. So
he started looking for radio jobs, which culminated in the Homemade Broadcast and RadioStPete.
Kuncz takes an active role in contributing to the community through the Homemade Broadcast by spotlighting local events.
He describes it as a “symbiotic relationship,” as the events need the publicity and he needs something to broadcast. “We
share audiences and we build that web, that connectivity, and that community.”
In addition to hosting the Homemade Broadcast, Kuncz also hosts a successful open-mic comedy night at Sly Bar which
recently took home a Creative Loafing Best of the Bay Award for “The Best Place to Watch Comics Get Better”, giving
amateur comedians the opportunity to perform while also promoting The #HMB & RadioStPete. This is just another way
the Kuncz is participating in and influencing the artist community of St. Petersburg.
Be sure to listen to the Homemade Broadcast every Sunday at 6:15 pm on RadioStPete or find it on iTunes on demand.
Also, check out the website, HMBradio.com, and The Homemade Broadcast on Facebook. RadioStPete is available on their
app found in the iTunes or Android stores for free of charge. They are also heard on the TuneIn app or RadioStPete.com.
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CHINESE NEW YEAR
ITS THE YEAR OF THE MONKEY

This year, the Chinese New Year, which is
the Year of the Monkey, falls on February
8. It is just as important to the Chinese
people as our New Year’s Day is,
however, the date of The Chinese New
Year changes.
Chinese New Year is celebrated at the
turn of the Chinese calendar and the
literal translation is the Spring Festival.
Different celebrations traditionally run
from the last day of the last month of the Chinese calendar
(Chinese New Year’s Eve) until the Lantern Festival which is
the 15th day of the first month. Chinese New Year’s Day is
known as Yuandan, meaning “the first sunrise.” Most
people start to celebrate one week prior, on the 23rd day of
the 12th month.
The tradition of the Chinese New Year goes back centuries,
and is based on several myths and traditions. More than
4,000 years ago, according to legend, on the day Shun (a
Chinese mythological emperor) ascended to the throne, he
led his ministers to worship heaven and earth. From then
on, that day was regarded as the Chinese calendar’s first
day of the lunar month. This is the basic origin of the
Chinese New Year. China adopted the Gregorian calendar
in 1911, so the Chinese New Year was renamed The
Spring Festival.
It has evolved into an opportunity to honor tradition and
ancestors. Often, the evening before New Year’s Day,
Chinese families gather for an annual reunion dinner. It is a
time for families to cleanse the house, to sweep away ill
fortune and to make way for good luck to come to them.
People put red posters on their doors with poetic verses,
pictures on their walls and decorate their homes with red
lanterns which symbolize pursuing the bright and the
beautiful. Children often receive luck money in red
envelopes. As it is a time of new, many wear new clothes
that day.
The evening includes lots of fireworks, once again hoping
to drive away any bad luck and bring forth the good luck.
Firecrackers symbolizes good luck in the coming year.
Other activities involve beating drums, striking gongs, and
dancing with participants in dragon and lion costumes.
2016 is the Year of the Monkey. For those born this year,
2015 is considered to an auspicious year. Legend has it,
those born in the Year of the Monkey are said to be witty,
intelligent and have a magnetic personality. Personality
traits, like mischievousness, curiosity, and cleverness, make
them very naughty. Monkeys are masters of practical jokes,
because they like playing most of the time. Though they
don't have any bad intentions, their pranks sometimes hurt
the feelings of others.
Those born in a year of the Monkey are fast learners and
crafty opportunists. They have many interests and need
partners who are capable of stimulating them. While some
like the eccentric nature of Monkeys, some don't trust their
sly, restless, and inquisitive nature. Previous years of The
monkey are 1920, 1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992,
2004.
The Chinese New Year while it is celebrated in China, is
also popular in many other Asian countries with significant
Chinese populations, as well as in Chinatowns in cities
around the world.
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RCS‘S GRANDE GALA

Clearwater’s RCS (Religious
Community Services) is a
social-service nonprofit
organization. The organization
provides basic community
services including: The Haven
of RCS, for women who have
experienced domestic violence,
the RCS Food Bank, and RCS
Grace Homes, which provides
housing to homeless families.
Belleair Bluffs resident Devin
Pappas and her family moved
here from Rhode Island in
2011. Before the move, she
was an area supervisor for 9 WEST, a large women’s fashion
store chain. She oversaw 20 stores with about 350
employees. “When I moved to Florida, I chose not to work
anymore, but I wanted to do something,” Devin said. “I
became aware of RCS and the programs they provide for
women, and I offered to volunteer.”
Three years ago, Devin created the The Career Club
program. The six-week program teaches women, who may
be homeless and/or victims of domestic violence, how to
recover their independence by learning job and life skills
while living in The Haven of RCS. “I teach them the skills
needed to get a job,” Devin says. “It may be how to write a
resume, what to say in an interview, or how to dress.”
In January of this year, Caitlin Higgins Joy, RCS President &
CEO, asked Devin to chair a new fundraiser. That was all she
had to ask. Devin formed a small committee to help plan an
event, with food, music and an auction, but she wanted it to
be a real party that would be so much fun, people would talk
about it for weeks. The first step was to pick a theme - they
chose the Roaring ‘20s.
“We considered holding the event in the RCS warehouse,”
says Devin. “But we soon decided it was too big and needed
too much work and money to make it look classy. Once we
visited Banquet Masters near Ulmerton and 49th Street, we
knew that was our spot. Although we had to pay for the
facility and food, it allowed us to focus our time on other
things like the menu, music, decorations, auction and the
special elements that would make it unforgettable for all that
attended.”
“Our goal was to raise about $80,000 and entertain a lot of
important people, i.e. donors,” said Devin. “We never
dreamed the event, called The 1st Annual Grande Gala for
Flappers and Fellas, would evolve into what it did.”
The Gala was October 10th. Party-goers posed for photos,
sipped Zelda champagne cocktails, nibbled on mini-desserts
and danced the night-away—all for a good cause.
The surprise of the evening was during the auction when a
donated car was auctioned three times! The first and second
winners donated the car back to RCS; the third winning
bidder went home with a 2016 Hyundai Elantra donated by
Scott Fink and Hyundia New Port Richey.
“It was magical to see the committee’s vision come to life,”
said Devin after the event. “It was spectacular to see the
guests dancing in their 1920’s attire, enjoying the event and
contributing generously during the evening.”
The Grand Gala was a super success, raising $173,000, all
for RCS—more than twice the original goal. “We are already
planning the 2nd Annual Gala,” adds Devin.
RCS is a 4-star charity rated by Charity Navigator.
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ROBERT PHELPS
The Man And His Art

obert Phelps, a self taught artist, is recognized for his vibrant
R figurative
work and uniquely-colored portraitures. Through his

work, he strives to express the raw, intimate beauty of his subjects. His
portraits range from a menacingly-brooding Mike Tyson to adorable
teacup chihuahuas. He paints what gives him joy, believing this to be
the highest form of artistic “statement.” Last spring he had a show in
The Studio@620 located at 620 1st Ave. South, St. Petersburg.
This is his story, in his own words:
I've always been very artistically inclined and spent my youth and
childhood drawing and painting. Our family roots are in rural,
mountainous West Virginia, extending out to Ohio, Maryland, and
Virginia. I spent most of my childhood exploring the woods with my
brother and that affinity for the wilderness and nature has never left
me. Most of my work is a celebration of animals, wilderness, and
natural beauty. I also spend a lot of time painting "wild" characters Hells Angels, Mike Tyson (and many other fighters), nymphs, satyrs,
and a pantheon of rock stars, writers and celebrities of the more
"colorful" ilk (Mick Jagger, Hunter S. Thompson, etc.) My current
painting style is most closely aligned with the expressionist or fauvist
(French for "the wild beasts") technique where I'm exploring emotional
content instead of literal reality in my subjects.
I graduated high school in 1994. I was an Academic Scholar and
participated in many electives, Art Club, French Club, National Honors
Society, etc. I was a public speaking champion for the Future Business
Leaders of America. I also ran track, cross country, soccer, etc. I went to
community college for a year or so, but I was a bit too restless for college and soon went to work in 1996 as a scenic
painter for Disney's Animal Kingdom. I spent the next three years working for companies as a muralist and decorative
painter for hire before moving to St. Petersburg in 2000. I continued working as an independent faux painting
subcontractor until forming my company in 2007. I've been doing business as Painted Poetry, LLC since then,
www.PaintedPoetryHome.com
In my portfolios, you'll see examples of many residential faux painting and mural projects. I specialize in custom faux
finishes and employ a variety of decorative painting techniques. I enjoy doing a variety of mural styles for both
commercial and private clients.
Some of my commercial clients include DeBartalo Holdings the owners of the San Fransisco 49ers, DeLosas Pizza, The
Hut Restaurant, The Moon Under Water, Gecko's restaurants, etc. You can see my murals at The Hut, Delosa's and most
recently the Moon Under Water.
In the ensuing years, I have participated in dozens of solo and group art shows and have been very active in the arts
community. I favor doing themed shows. One of note was a 2008 fight themed show called "There Will Be Blood" at
Interior Motives (now known as ARTicles gallery).
A few celebrities have my work in their collection or have signed their portraits like Jerry Rice, former UFC champion BJ
Penn, director John Waters, and comedian Maria Bamford. The most recent and interesting is comedian Adam Carolla
and his cohosts on the TV show Catch a Contractor. I've been a longtime fan of Adam's work and was in the process of
painting his dog when I got word the
dog had died. I rushed to get a
memorial portrait out to his grieving
family. Adam was very gracious in
mentioning it on his podcast. In
thanks to his cohosts who had acted
as my liaisons, I painted their dog
Kilo's portrait and presented it to
them at a function in Atlanta last
month.
I have a special fondness for
painting dogs and pets as I find the
work very meaningful. I find that my
expressive painting style is a natural
fit for the exuberance and innocence
of animals. I regularly donate work
to animal rescue charities and
participate in their auction events.
You can reach Robert at
727-453-2952.
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ARE YOU GETTING THE MOST
FOR THE LEAST?

by Phil Wrobel
Happy New Year everyone from Florida Best Quote
Insurance. We can all be thankful that 2015 was yet
another beautiful “picture perfect” year without a major
storm. In fact, 2015 marked a ten year milestone of no
hurricanes or major storms for our area. With this
milestone the Home Insurance Industry is finding that more
and more ‘A’ rated carriers are willing to write new policies
in Florida creating a more competitive market! Be
reminded that as a proactive consumer YOU should take
advantage of this competition.
Start your “save money” New Year’s resolution by
checking your existing insurance policies. Did you know
that there are some insurance carriers that habitually
increase your coverages every year and have practiced this
course of action through-out the real estate crash when the
cost per square foot to rebuild dropped drastically? At
Florida Best Quote we can easily review your policy to
check if your coverages are in line with the cost to rebuild
your home (RCE- replacement cost estimator). By doing so,
we have helped save our customers considerable amounts
of money!
If you have questions regarding your replacement cost
estimation, a policy review or any insurance inquiries
please feel free to contact me by phone, email or stop byour offices are located here on Indian Rocks Beach! Call
(727) 596-9999 and ask for Phil Wrobel, Independent
Agent with Florida Best Quote Insurance, the most
referred, consumer driven agency.

NEW YEARS RESOLUTION:
VOLUNTEER

Every single day, the American Red Cross helps people
in emergencies. Whether it’s one displaced family,
thousands of disaster victims, or providing care and
comfort to an ill or injured service member or veteran or
support to a military family member, our vital work is
made possible by people like you. It is through the time
and care of ordinary people that we can do
extraordinary things.
The Red Cross is always looking for people with various
backgrounds, talents and skill levels. Our needs are
often specific based on current events and levels of
ground support, but we’ll do our best to accommodate
your desire to get involved!
For more information, visit
www.redcross.org/support/volunteer/need-to-know.

DISNEY AND DALI: ARCHITECTS
OF THE IMAGINATION

January 23, 2016 – June 12, 2016
This immersive and enriching multi-media exhibition,
opening at the Dali Museum tells the story of the unlikely
alliance between two of the most renowned artists of the
twentieth century: brilliantly eccentric Spanish Surrealist
Salvador Dali and American entertainment innovator
Walt Disney. These two vastly different icons were drawn
to each other through their unique personalities and
their enduring friendship.
“Disney and Dali heralds a new era in art exhibitions,”
said Dali Museum Executive Director, Hank Hine. Visit
the Dali Museum at One Dali Blvd, St. Petersburg.
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BORING? “YES”. IMPORTANT?
“ABSOLUTELY”!

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
Ah, the headline got you because you
are reading and that may be a very
good thing for your financial health. Do
you trust your financial advisor(s)? Of
course you do, otherwise you would not
be listening to him/her. Yet many polls
show that most investors do not trust
Wall Street.
But for most of us, trusting our financial
advisor is easy; it is everybody else’s advisor that cannot
be trusted. It is a lot like talking about our representative
to Congress. Ours is great; it is all the others that are
not so good.
Financial advisors work under two different standards –
suitability and fiduciary and there can be a world of
difference. Under a suitability standard, the advisor need
only come to the conclusion that an investment is
“suitable” for you given your financial circumstances,
knowledge, station in life, etc. It is not necessary for it to
be in your best interest.
How can that be? Suppose there are two investment
products that the advisor is recommending. One of the
products has slightly better past performance, which of
course is no guarantee it will in the future, and the other
pays a higher commission. Both are suitable, but what if
the advisor sells the one with higher commissions…was
it in your best interest, or the advisor’s?
Under a fiduciary standard of care, the advisor must
always offer advice by placing your interests ahead of
his/her own and act with the skill, diligence and good
judgment of a professional. He/she must provide
complete disclosure of all the relevant facts and any
conflicts, like the one above. If the conflict is
unavoidable, then it must be managed in your favor.
The Department of Labor (DOL) is proposing a rule that
would require all advisors who work with investors in
pension plans, IRAs, etc. to do so at a fiduciary standard
of care. I had the honor of being one of the first to
testify in favor of this proposal with some modifications
before the DOL, while unfortunately much of the
financial industry is opposing it as “unworkable”.
When working with a financial advisor there is no
reason for them to not work in your best interest.
Fortunately, many do even though they are not required
to do so. But how do you know for sure? Ask them if
they are a fiduciary.
V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chairman and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105
Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022
ferrara@provise.com
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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CITY AND NATIONAL PRIMARY ELECTIONS ARE MARCH 15TH

This spring, Indian Rocks Beach will have a Nonpartisan
City Election on March 15th. It will be held in conjunction
with the Presidential Preference Primary election.
Two people have qualified to run for Mayor: Incumbent
R.B Johnson and former City Commissioner Bert Valery.
Three people qualified to run for two open city
commission seats: Incumbent Joanne ‘Cookie’ Kennedy,
former City Commissioner Jeremiah Carmody and
Edward Hoofnagle. Incumbent Jim Labadie has decided
not seek a third term.
The Indian Rocks Beach Homeowners Association will
host a Meet The Candidates Night Monday February 2.
Reminder: Florida is a Closed Primary State
Both the Republican and Democratic Parties are selecting a
presidential nominee this year. In order to vote for a
candidate in the Presidential Preference Primary, you must
be registered with one of these two major political parties.
However, all registered voters in municipalities holding
elections in conjunction with the Presidential Preference
Primary may vote for all municipal contests and ballot
questions.
This is because Florida is a “closed primary state.” In a
Primary Election, a qualified voter is entitled to vote the
ballot of the political party with which the voter is registered:
• A voter registered as a Republican may vote for
Republican, Nonpartisan candidates and ballot issues only
• A voter registered as a Democrat may vote for
Democratic, Nonpartisan candidates and ballot issues only

• A voter registered with a minor party may only vote for
the minor party, Nonpartisan candidates and ballot issues.
• A voter registered with no party may only vote for
Nonpartisan candidates and ballot issues only
It is important to remember that Tuesday, February 16 is the
deadline to register to vote and to change your political
party affiliation for the March 15 Presidential Preference
Primary and Municipal Elections. No political party changes
can be made after this deadline. Any political party
affiliation changes made between February 17 and March
15, 2016, will take effect for future elections.
Visit VotePinellas.com/Voter-Registration/Check-MyRegistration-Status today to check which political party you
are registered with. If you would like to change your
political party affiliation, mail a signed written notice with
your change of political party affiliation to the Supervisor of
Elections Office and include your date of birth OR your
voter information number; or complete a Voter Registration
Application with your political party affiliation change and
check "Record Update/Change" in the top box.
For additional information about the March 15, 2016
Presidential Preference Primary and Municipal Elections,
including an updated list of candidates as well as which
municipalities will be conducting elections, visit
VotePinellas.com.
As always, if you have any questions, email
election@votepinellas.com or call 727-464-VOTE (8683.
Visit VotePinellas.com for all your election information.
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NECK-LESS
The answer on how to get rid of chin fat

*FDA – Cleared *Non-Surgical *Painless *No Injections *No Downtime

By Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald
Are you tired of looking at yourself in pictures and seeing a
double chin? Or are you tired of staring in the mirror and
looking at your profile and asking yourself, “What
happened to my neck? When did it get this muffin top?”
Dreaded turkey neck is a common concern among millions
of people, as are other areas such as love handles, bra fat
and belly fat. As you age your weight fluctuates, your skin
loses its elasticity, your entire body begins to sag and
droop, and those fat deposits are harder to get rid of.
Unfortunately, your chin and neck are the most visible parts
that can’t easily be tucked away. If the thought of having
numerous, painful injections to your sub-mental fat is not
appealing to you or perhaps neck stretching yoga
treatments and lifting neck exercises have exhausted you
and even neck firming creams and turtlenecks have failed
you, we have a better and permanent solution:
CoolSculpting with Cool Mini.
The Cool Mini is designed to treat small areas of fat, such
as the sumental area. An average of 20% fat reduction can
be achieved, which is consistent with other Coolsulpting
applicators.
Submental fullness associated with subcutaneous fat takes
away from a balanced facial appearance, making
individuals appear heavier and older than they are. A
survey by the American Society for Dermatologic Surgery in
2014 showed 7 out of 10 consumers are bothered by
submental fullness.

Why choose CoolSculpting for fat
reduction?
CoolSculpting is an FDA approved
technology that uses cold therapy to
freeze and destroy fat cells. It delivers
controlled, targeted cold therapy
through a process that lasts about
one hour per treatment area. The
skin is treated with cooling plates that
modify the temperature of the fat to
just above freezing. The cold
treatment temperature in
CoolSculpting causes the fat cells to give up their energy;
hence, cell death is the result; a process referred to as
cryolipolysis. The procedure targets only fat cells and only
those fat cells in the superficial fat layer, close to the skin.
Then via your lymph system, the dead cells are removed
from your body over the course of 60-90 days, for a more
gradual and natural result. Treating the neck only takes 60
minutes and the patient can resume normal activities.
During the CoolSculpting procedure, most patients remain
completely comfortable and can read, listen to music or
simply relax. Most patients are able to return to work and
resume other regular activities the very same day.

Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald, Owner/Medical Director of PureLife MediSpa, has been practicing family practice medicine for 20 years.
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THE KING AND QUEEN OF THE SILVER QUEEN

he Silver Queen and Belleair
Coins, both under the same roof
just east of Belleair Bluffs, are one
of the state’s largest buyers and sellers
of gold and silver. The family business,
started by Art and Pat Arbutine, both 81,
opened in 1972.
“We moved around a lot while Art was
in the Air Force,” says Pat, “and we
knew we wanted to retire in Belleair
Bluffs. Art had this idea to open a small
coin shop, so when he left the Air Force,
we did it.”
The Arbutines leased a small 700
square foot shop, where Peter’s Tailor
Shop operates today, at 778 Indian
Rocks Road N. and opened Belleair
Coins. In 1979, they created The Silver
Queen, a related concept, but
specializing in buying and selling china
and silver place settings and fine jewelry.
Both businesses kept growing and by
1984 needing to expand, they bought
land at the south end of their strip center
and built a larger storefront (it is now
home to a physical therapist.)
They ran both businesses out of that
slightly larger space for ten years. When
they decided they needed to expand
again, they found there were zoning
issues in Belleair Bluffs. In 2002, they
decided to move their business out of
Belleair Bluffs into a new 15,000
square-foot home in Largo at 1350
West Bay Drive, where they remain
today.
Art and Pat’s three sons, Greg (51),
Chris (50) and Jayson (49) all work in
the business with specific responsibilities.
The third generation is showing the
beginnings of a future there too, as their
grandchildren are learning the trade.
About 500 people come through their
doors each week, although it varies
depending on the season. When you
enter the store, you are in the middle of
The Silver Queen, which is where they

T

display and sell fine china,
silver and jewelry. They have a
small area which acts like a
museum displaying very old
and valuable pieces, that are
for sale.
To the right of the entrance is
Belleair Coins. This is the area
where have your valuables
appraised and possibly bought.
“We buy almost anything
precious, except furniture,” says
Chris. “This includes silver,
bullion and jewelry. People
come in with things, but have
no idea what it might be
worth,” Chris adds. “There is
no charge for us to estimate
their value. If they are interested
in selling, we will make them an
offer, on the spot.”
“We are experts in pricing such things.
We have been doing this a long time
and we are in contact with a network of
buyers who expect us to call them with
certain types of jewelry and antiques.
We may or may not offer the most
money, but we are definitely
competitive,” Chris explains.
Some purchased items are sold at The
Silver Queen; others are sent to buyers.
Some jewelry and other products are
melted down to be resold as solid gold
and silver.
“We are not scrap buyers and we are
not a pawn shop, either,” Chris
emphasizes. “We buy value and we buy
to resell. We look for nicer pieces of
jewelry that we might be able to resell.
When we buy something for resale, we
make about a 10-20% fee, just like
buying and selling a car.”
“This business has certainly changed
over the years,” says Chris. “People in
flea markets sell jewelry and silver that
may or may not be worth anything.
EBay has been popular for about 10
years, but people who
use it to sell or buy their
stuff do not always know
what they are getting.
We are local and we
have been here for over
40 years. People know
us. We even occasionally
make house calls,” Chris
explains. “Sometimes
people call us when their
family members die and
there is just too much
stuff or it is too heavy.
Our kind of customer
service is something you
can’t find online.”
“When buying coins, we

Chris, Art and Pat Arbutine

either buy them to resell to investors or
to melt down for their raw value. We
have many people in our network collectors, investors or even auctioneers.
Many small dealers buy from us.”
The Silver Queen buys and sells preowned silver and sterling. “In the old
days, hippies would come in and buy
our old sterling silverware and turn it
into hip jewelry, rings, and bracelets,”
says Pat, reflecting on the 1970s and
‘80s. “Now after four decades, we are
starting to see our friend’s grandchildren
coming in selling their grandparents
stuff.”
The two businesses are like economic
see-saws. People selling in down
economic times and buying when the
economy is moving upwards.
Pat’s favorite thing is their museum
area. “It is the center piece of our store,”
Pat proudly exclaims. “We have some
very historic pieces and many authentic
Tiffany lamps. We used to travel a lot,
buying things along the way. I saved it
and put it in the back room because I
always wanted to have a museum to
show it off. It is also for sale, too. Our
oldest things are some ancient coins.
We have a spoon made by Paul Revere.
We also bought some Flying Tiger
medals.”
“You cannot be a collector and a dealer
at the same time,” Chris gently reminds
his mother. “You can’t do both.”
“We wanted to be the Tiffany’s of
Belleair Bluffs, says Pat proudly. “Now
we consider ourselves the Tiffany’s of
Largo.”
Get more information on these two
businesses on their web sites:
SilverQueen.com and
BelleairCoins.com. Owner Chris
Arbutine has been the Mayor of Belleair
Bluffs since 2001.
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2016 IS A LEAP YEAR

Years containing a Leap Year Day are
called Leap Years. 2016 is such a
year. Leap Year Day falls on February
29th, as it always does, but do you
know why we even have Leap Years?
A Leap Day is added every so many
years to keep our Gregorian
calendar in alignment with the Earth’s
revolutions around the sun. It takes
the Earth approximately 365.242199 days, (what we refer
to as a year) to circle once around the sun. If we did not
add a Leap Year Day every so often, we would have close to
six extra hours each year. Over time that builds up - at the
end of 100 years, our calendar would have shifted 25 days;
after 700 years, our summer would happen during
December.
In 45 BC, during Julius Caesar’s rule, the Romans were the
first to discover the problem. When they created the Julian
calendar, named after their emperor February 24th was
their leap day. It made sense because in their calendar,
February was the last month of the year.
In 1582, during Pope Gregory XIII’s reign, the Julian
calendar was refined creating the Gregorian calendar. The
new calendar changed many previously known dates and
months, and established Leap Year Day as February 29th,
the 60th day of almost every fourth year. However, nothing
is never that simple. Other adjustments are required ever
century or so.
A Leap Year occurs in almost, but not all years divisible by
4. Years that are divisible by 100, and not by 400, are not
leap years. Thus 1800 and 1900 were not leap years; 1600

and 2000 were.
A Leap Year Day baby is a person born on February 29th.
They are commonly referred to as a “Leapling.” During a
non-leap year, some Leaplings celebrate their birthdays on
February 28 while others on March 1; it is their choice.
Some only celebrate getting older every fourth year.
Leap Year Day is also referred to as Bachelor Day in some
cultures. This is not to be confused with Sadie Hawkins Day,
a November holiday made up by the comic strip, Li'l Abner.
On Bachelor Day (Leap Year Day) a single woman may
propose marriage to the bachelor of her choice. If the man
refuses, he is obligated to give the woman money or buy
her a dress. In upper-class Europe, he must buy her 12
pairs of gloves, used to hide the woman’s embarrassment of
not having an engagement ring. So, women if you are not
married yet, start looking for that available bachelor.

Fun Leap Year facts:

 A Utah woman is known to have given birth three times
on February 29th. In 2004, 2008 and 2012.
 In Greece it is unlucky to marry on Leap Year Day.
 For 20 years, Anthony, Texas has been the self-proclaimed
"Leap Year Capital of the World". Its festival, a birthday party
for “leapers,” attracts people from around the world.
 About four million living people are estimated to have
been born on February 29. About 200,000 live in the U.S.
 If you are a salaried employee, you are working for free
that day.
 The frog (probably due to the game Leap Frog) is a
symbol associated with Leap Year Day

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

TAKE PRECAUTIONS
COYOTES REPORTED IN IRB

While Coyotes have been
seen all over Pinellas County
for years, it has only been
recently that they have been
documented inside Indian
Rocks Beaches’ city limits.
They have even been seen in
the vacant lot on Gulf Blvd.
and 20th Ave.
A coyote looks like a medium
size dog as and is a member
of the dog family. They weigh
between 20 and 30 pounds
and have pointed ears, a
narrow muzzle and a bushy
tail. Males are larger than the
females. They can bark like a
dog, but normally make
sounds similar to yelps and
howls. They can be seen at
any time during the day or
night, but are most active at sunrise and sunset.
These animals are amazingly adaptable, and can
survive in nearly any habitat. They arrived in Pinellas
County in the 1970s and have found a home in parks
and preserves, and in wooded areas that surround many
residential areas.
Coyotes normally prey on small animals, such as
rodents, rabbits and smaller predators, including
raccoons, opossums and foxes. In urban areas they have
been known to eat cats and small dogs.
“As long as residents keep wildlife wild and do not
provide easy meals to them, they should not pose a
threat to people,” said Dr. Welch Agnew, director of
Pinellas County Animal Services. “The problem comes
when people start leaving food outside their homes, or
leave trash available, or allow their cats and dogs to
roam the neighborhood. Then, we are providing easy
meals to wild coyotes, inviting them into our areas, and
encouraging them to lose their natural fear of humans.”
Residents are reminded to follow simple precautions to
prevent the threat of coyotes:
• Never leave pet food or trash outside where it will
attract wildlife.
• Clear brush and dense weeds from around dwellings.
This reduces cover for coyotes and their prey, such as
rodents and other small animals.
• Protect children. Although rare, coyotes have been
known to seriously injure children. Do not leave young
children unattended, even in a backyard.
• Protect pets and livestock. These are favorite prey for
coyotes. Keep pets indoors, especially at night. Keep
dogs and cats leashed at all times. There is a Pinellas
County Ordinance that prohibits dogs or cats from
roaming freely.
• Use negative reinforcement. Make sure the coyotes
know that they are not welcome. Make loud noises,
throw rocks or spray with a garden hose.
• Report any coyote threats to people or pets to Animal
Services at (727) 582-2600.
For a copy of the coyote safety brochure, visit
www.pinellascounty.org/animalservices.
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Something Fun To Do Nearby

SPEND AN AFTERNOON AT LARGO’S ARMED FORCES MUSEUM

by Becky Griffin, Publisher
t all started 55 years ago with a
grenade. John Piazza, Sr. bought
that grenade and began his lifelong
passion of collecting military
equipment. Over the years, he added
to his collection of various weapons,
uniforms and even vehicles spanning
wars from WWI to Vietnam. Eventually,
he had to invested in a large
warehouse to store it.
Piazza (76) served as a Marine and is
still a member of the local Marine
Corp. League. After his service, he
worked with a healthcare company that
managed Senior Centers. He found the
Center’s residents enjoyed talking
about their years of service and were
interested in seeing his assorted
artifacts. As the collection grew, he
created small exhibits, packed them
into a trailer thus creating a small
traveling military history museum,
enjoyed by his Centers’ residents.
About ten years ago, Piazza retired and
spent the next 18 months converting his
warehouse into the Armed Forces
History Museum. He had already
assembled 80% of today’s collection.
Because he never had plans to convert
the warehouse into a museum, it is
tucked out of sight in an industrial
park, but when you pull in, and see the
various jeeps and military vehicles, a
helicopter on the roof, and even a
plane all in the parking lot, you realize
there is more here than you imagined.
When you walk through the doors into
the 50,000 square foot museum, there
is an overwhelming feeling that it is like
“the Smithsonian meets Disney.” The
multi-award winning museum featured
on the History Channel, TLC, and PBS,
boasts the largest collection of military
memorabilia in the Southeast, with
many interactive displays. With nearly
100,000 artifacts and 50 operational
vehicles, the museum is ever evolving.

One of the most popular exhibits is the
WWI trench. When you enter, you are
immediately transported back in time to
experience what soldiers felt. As you
walk through the life size trench, you
hear the gunfire and see the smoke.
Soldiers are radioing instructions from
the communications room. Everything
you see was actually used in WWI.
From there, you enter the WWII arena.
The first thing you see in the center of
the room are several large scale
models of Japanese ships (appearing
to be at sea) that were used in the
filming of the movie Tora! Tora! Tora!
Numerous American and Japanese
uniforms are on display. Actual Pearl
Harbor footage is running on a 20-foot
screen. You hear radio transmissions
from a WWII communication center
and listen as a local Tampa hero
recalls how he won the Medal of honor.
The exhibits and memorabilia continue,
including a MASH tent, the Ho Chi
Minh Trail, a special tribute to POWs
and MIAs and more. Saddam Hussein’s
uniform is on display. Large scale
model planes appear to fly overheard
and they have gone to great lengths to
enhance your experience with murals
and interactive displays throughout.
A very popular area is the virtual
Voyager Motion Simulator. You feel the
excitement while experiencing one of
ten different virtual encounters. In
addition, climb up to the cockpit of a
Russian Mig jet, ride a WWII ME
reconnaissance vehicle, see an actual
Quonset Hut, or peer through a
working 42-foot submarine periscope.
Piazza created the museum because he
wants to pay tribute to our Military
Veterans every day, not just on
Veteran’s Day. He hopes by helping
people to experience the battles and
relive the history, they will be more
aware of veteran’s sacrifices.
But, Piazza and the Museum staff are

not just about re-living history. They are
also about education. Their Operation:
Education initiative, funded through
donations and special events, provides
Title 1 Schools all-expense paid field
trips for their students. Trips include
transportation, admission and a boxed
lunch for each student. Any teacher
may also borrow a duffle bag, filled
with artifacts from a specific war, free of
charge, which they can use for two
weeks. This allows students to touch
and hold the same equipment used by
a soldier at war.
The museum is available for private
parties, and throughout the year, they
sponsor many fundraising events. Their
very popular Red, White and Craft Beer
Brews Fest, held in the spring, has over
75 craft beers, food trucks, museum
tours and more. Their Memorial Day
Funfest includes crocodile wrestling and
a petting zoo. The Stars & Stripes USO
Show has grown so large, it is now
held downtown at the Coliseum. It is a
live re-enactment of a USO Show.
As we said, if you have never been
there, The Armed Forces History
Museum is hard to find. It is located at
2050 34th Way N., Largo. From
Ulmerton Road, turn onto 34th Way N.
heading north, where the Citgo gas
station is (approximately ¼ mile west of
Belcher Road.) The museum entrance is
at the end of the street. It is open
Tuesday through Saturday from 10 am
to 4 pm and Sundays noon to 4 pm.
They are closed Mondays. Admission is
$17.95 for adults, $14.95 Seniors,
$12.95 ages 13-18 and $9.95 ages
12 and under. Retired military
personnel are free.
The Armed Forces History Museum is
a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
funded primarily through admissions,
donations, and special events. For
information, call (727) 539-8371 or
visit ArmedForcesMuseum.com to see
photos of the exhibits.

Business News....
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JEEPSTERS
NOW OFFERS
CUSTOM
PARTS Since
1997, Indian
Rocks Beach
resident Bill Coll
and owner of
Jeepsters has
been in the Jeep
business. The company buys, sells and repairs used
Jeeps for area Jeep owners. He is converting his
business to a more specialized are and will focus on
selling Jeep parts and accessories. He opened a
showroom at 6875 Ulmerton, just west of 66th Street,
inside his building and will be selling specialized aftermarket parts for Jeep owners. For that special customize
part, visit GoJeepsters.com. or call him at 538-0086.
_________________________
IRB STUFF Indian Rocks
Beach’s newest businesses is
full of fun, mostly handmade
or one of a kind items, but it
is not a consignment store.
There are paintings, antiques,
vintage and retro items,
nautical themed and beach
decore, you name it. IRB Stuff
is located at 1401 Gulf Blvd,
next to Pinky’s. Call them at
488-2207.
_________________________
FIVE YEARS LATER Hope Wyatt’s Zen Healing
Massage opened five years ago in January 2011. Now,
she is proud to announce she has opened Zen Yoga
Studio in the same plaza. The studio is a small, intimate
space allowing the yoga instructors to give more one on
one attention to students. Class times are posted at
zenmassageandyoga.com or on their Facebook page,
Mindbody. Call 417-7349 or stop by at 1401 Gulf Blvd.
_________________________________________________
LAND FOR SALE The county is selling the lot on Gulf
Blvd between 23rd and 24th Avenues. This is a rare
opportunity to purchase a .83 acre lot in Indian Rocks
Beach made up of three parcels with 300 feet on Gulf
Blvd. Bids are being accepted until 3pm January 19. If
interested, call Jim Just at 464-3925 or email him at
JJust@PinellasCounty.org. Contact Danny Taylor with
the City of Indian Rocks Beach concerning zoning.
_________________________________________________
BELLEVIEW BILTMORE GOLF COURSE UPGRADES
They recently finished a $330,000 renovation of every
bunker on the golf course. They removed the old sand,
re-contoured every bunker, added new drainage and
new G-Angle sand, and finished with sodding each.
They also renovated tees on #6, #8 and #12 by
adding teeing area and sodded them with celebration
sod. Their golf shop was given a face lift too and now is
stocked with new logo merchandise and members only
logo. The next phase of the renovations will begin in
April/May of 2016 with renovation of the tee boxes.
_________________________________________________
WE WANT YOUR NEWS Are you moving, expanding or
planning an event at your business? We want to know. If
you have news or story suggestions, email them to
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 727-517-1997

More Business News....
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PASTRY SHOP
OPENS Nick Zahos
opened his bakery,
Astoria Pastry Shop, in
November on Antique
Alley in Belleair Bluffs. It
is just one block from
where he lived, until he
and his mother moved
to Greece when he was
9. That is where he
learned to cook. When
he returned to the U.S.,
he moved back to
Pinellas County and
worked in various
restaurants and
bakeries, most recently Freida’s on Ulmerton Road.
Astoria Pastry Shop offers European, traditional and
modern pastries, cakes, pies, cheesecakes, cookies, along
with coffee and espresso. Their new patio, under the big
oak tree, is a perfect place to enjoy a coffee and pastry.
“We have 4 or 5 bakers helping with the baking,” says
Zahos. “They come in at 6 am and are usually done by
1 pm. Even my mother Maria helps.Big sellers are our
spinach pies and quiche. All of our quiches are meatless.
We have a three-cheese quiche, too. We offer a line of
glutten-free cakes and cookies, too” Nick adds.
They are open Monday-Saturdays 8 am to 5 pm. (Closed
on Sundays) at 560 Indian Rocks Road, Belleair Bluffs,
next to Petal and Vines. Stop in for something from their
large line of seasonal specials including pies, cookies and
special pastries. Call them at 585-3777.
________________________
NOW SELLING DRONES
Nate Whittle opened RAD
bike store a few years ago at
1401 Gulf Blvd. He sells and
rents bikes and accessories.
Recently he started to dabble
with selling drones. They are
so popular that now, he sells
more drones than bikes. “I
wish I had invested more in
drones than bikes this past
Christmas season,” says
Nate. He also repairs drones
and teaches beginners how
to fly them. Stop in and see
his collection, next to Pinky’s
Ice Cream.
________________________
NEW AFFILIATION Realtor and City Commissioner
Phil Hanna, has is now working with Coastal Properties
Group here in Indian Rocks Beach. “It is a great move
for me and Coastal is a great local company, ” says
Hanna. Since beginning his real estate career in 1979,
he has grown with the industry and its many changes.
When interest rates broke through the 10% threshold,
he learned creative ways to help buyers and sellers
finance their transactions, making payments affordable.
Along with real estate, he has a strong background in
marketing and advertising.You can call Phil direct at
422-4035
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YOUR 2016 BODY CONTOURING RESOLUTION

By Stephanie Schlageter, Radiance Medspa
It's that time of year again. Time to try resolving away your unwanted fat. If that hasn't worked too well
for you in the past, this year why not try something that will last? With treatments like SlimLipo and
CoolSculpting, you can specifically target your trouble zones and permanently shape up with little to no
downtime. The nonsurgical treatment CoolSculpting literally freezes away fat, while the minimallyinvasive SlimLipo melts away fat through a tiny incision. Both options provide excellent results that you
can love forever.
SlimLipo utilizes a laser to melt fat cells through tiny incisions in the skin. The liquefied fat is gently removed using
suction, offering immediate results that continue to improve during the next few months. What’s more, SlimLipo not
only removes fat cells in targeted areas, it also tightens skin.
Unlike traditional liposuction, there is little downtime with a SlimLipo treatment. Patients can typically return to work
the next day. A compression garment must be worn for a short period of time, but SlimLipo results will last a lifetime.
Developed by Harvard scientists, the CoolSculpting treatment was conceived after researchers noticed that children
who ate popsicles developed dimples because the cold eliminated fat in their cheeks. These brilliant folks applied this
idea to a fat-reduction treatment that has now been safely and effectively performed more than 2.5 million times
worldwide.
During a CoolSculpting visit, a suction applicator is applied to the treatment area, and a cold sensation is felt, as the
applicator begins to freeze targeted fat without damaging the surrounding tissue. A typical applicator cycle takes
about an hour and most individuals will get 2-6 applicators to cover the whole area for best results. To reduce
treatment time, two applicators can be used at the same time, referred to as DualSculpting, cutting treatment time in
half. Post-treatment, the body naturally eliminates the frozen fat cells during the next 12 weeks, leaving you with
permanent fat reduction.
SlimLipo and CoolSculpting are ideal for almost any of those non-budging bulges and tiresome trouble spots. These
treatments can eliminate fat on the belly, thighs, love handles, upper arms, bra fat and knees. And with
CoolSculpting's new Cool Mini applicator, you can now also reduce fat under the chin.
Resolve to do something different this year. Sculpt your ideal silhouette with body contouring treatments like SlimLipo
and CoolSculpting for resolutions that will last!

BEAUTIFUL SPACE-SAVING FURNITURE

“Space-saving” furniture is one of the
fastest growing areas in home
furniture today, as people combine
their need for more space with their
desire for more luxury and function.
Many areas in your home can benefit
from organizational furniture. Here
are some space-saving trends in high
demand by today’s busy families.
The 100-year-old Murphy bed now
offers modern innovations in styling,
finishes, and mechanical technology.
The bed cabinets can be beautiful
pieces of furniture. It also offers the
opportunity to create dual purpose
rooms. With the lift of a finger, a
guest room can become a home
office, exercise room or home
theater. When it’s time for bed,
simply lower the bed and the room
turns back into a guest bedroom.
Demand for Custom Closets has
increased because people have
become aware of the benefits a wellorganized closet brings, most
importantly, better organized clothes.
This not only reduces time spent
finding special items, but it can help
save money in cleaning or pressing
bills. Once reserved for high end

homes, custom closets are now a
standard in most new homes.
Garage Cabinets have become much
more popular as we all collect more
and more things we can’t seem to
part with. A good garage cabinet or
wall system keeps many of those
things you can’t live without tidy and
out of sight while still leaving room
for the car.
Home Offices have been growing in
popularity since the early 1990s.
Although laptops, tablets and cell
phones have changed space needs,
studying, paying bills or working at
home is more effective with a
dedicated space. Many times,
allocated home office space is an
odd shape making customizable
furniture the only answer. If you
happen to have an entire room that
can serve as a home office, you will
find customizable furniture designed
for your way of working greatly
improves the potential, beauty, and
usefulness of a home office.
One area in our homes that is
constantly changing is the Home
Entertainment Media Center. The
introduction of the big screen TV

started the trend, and it continues to
grow with today’s wall mounted
lower cost flat screen technology.
Media centers with music, gaming
and ever growing larger TVs are
becoming the family gathering place.
Once only addressed by furniture
retailers with simple TV cabinets,
centers now requires more flexible
furniture systems that allow for more
customization to get the full benefits
of the home theater experience.
In the Tampa Bay Area, the leading
retailer for this type of furniture is The
More Space Place. They have three
convenient showrooms and design
centers: St. Petersburg west of the
Gandy bridge on Gandy Blvd., Palm
Harbor, north of Tampa Rd. on US19
and Lutz, 2.5 miles west of I-75 on
State Rd. 54. The design centers are
staffed with friendly designers that
have years of experience in helping
clients find the design that best fits
your needs. Call 727.580.0405 or
visit MoreSpacePlace.com to find the
store closest to you. They offer free
design service as well as free in
home design consultations. Let More
Space Place can help make your
home work better for you today.

Organizational News....
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LITTLE LEAGUE

They are signing up kids up for Spring Ball, now. Over
160 neighborhood children participated last year. New
player registration is January 3rd at Largo’s Beef-OBrady’s from 2-5pm. Returning players may register online
by January 5th at ETEAMZ.com/WestPinellas. Player
evaluations at Campalong Field are January 15-16.
Opening Day is February 13th. They are always in need of
volunteers, coaches, umpires and sponsors. Call Damon
Hardiman, President 574-399-9248.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

The Friends welcome new Librarian, Tina Stagliano. To
introduce her to the community, they are holding an
Open House on Wednesday, January 13, from 11am to
3pm. Come meet Tina. Refreshments will be served.
Finding and scheduling volunteers is the still the primary
function of the group. They also promote the library and
assist in improving the facilities. To volunteer, please call
512-1895. or call Jean Scott at 595-1531.

IRB BOAT CLUB

The IRB Boat Club is beginning its 9th year. In addition to having fun with their boats, they clean up the intracoastal
waterway twice a year and hold informative monthly meetings. The club is based in Indian Rocks Beach, but anyone in
can join…and it is free. Events are held from Tarpon Springs to Egmont Key.
EVENTS: the new 2016 event calendar includes some of the same good events from the past with a few new ones.
Download the calendar at IRBboatclub.com.
MEETINGS are at Jimmy Guana’s (Holiday Inn Harborside) on the third Thursday of the month, September - April. The
next scheduled meetings are January 21st and February 18th. Upcoming speakers will be announced soon.

BOATING SAFETY COURSE

Coast Guard Auxiliary in Clearwater All About Boating Safety
Course is a weekend classes from 8am-1pm Saturday and
Sunday. The cost is $35. The next classes are January 9-10
and February 13-14. Call 469-8895.
Coast Guard Auxiliary in Madeira Beach, also holds safe
boating classes. They are full days on the first Saturday of the
month beginning at 8am. The next scheduled classes are
February 6 and March 5th. Call 391-5185.

HISTORICAL MUSEUM

The Museum still needs volunteers to greet museum
visitors Wednesdays through Saturdays (10am2pm). You do not have to know much history to be
a volunteer.
Board of Directors meet the first Thursday of every
month and the public is invited. If you are
interested, call Donna Valery at 517-0517.

More Organizational News....
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IRB PLAY GROUP

ACTION 2000

If you want to connect with other
Indian Rocks Beach families this
2015 was a spectacular year for Action 2000 and Indian Rocks Beach. Oktoberfest,
our annual fundraiser run by volunteers, was the best ever enabling us to continue our new group is for you. The plan is
projects and improvements for our city. We are also proud to have raised $530 for the to build a stronger family
community on our beach with
Susan G. Komen Foundation during the event. Mike Alea from FBC Mortgage
their weekly or monthly playgroup
presented the check to Gina Kravitz from the foundation. We capped the year with
for children ages 0 - 4 years
entering the annual IRB Street parade, with over a dozen volunteers coming out to
(older children are welcome, too.)
produce this year's holiday float, "Santa's Gone Fishing."
They want to plan park play,
In 2016, we plan to build more library kiosks at beach accesses, hopefully install more group walks, local events,
Key West styled bus shelters at the Trolley stops and continuing the beautification of
gatherings, and other get
Gulf Blvd.
togethers. Your ideas are
Service Saturdays resume on January 23rd to clean up the 15th Avenue Beach Access. welcome, too. Contact Shelly
In February, we will tackle the 16th Avenue Beach Access, join us!
Clark if you are interested in
Action 2000, a non-profit org. meets at the Beach Arts Center on the second Monday of each
participating at 727-385-7970 or
month, everyone is welcome to help make IRB a great place to live and work. irbaction2000.com irbshellyclark@yahoo.com.
submitted by Tim Shears

or on facebook - Action2000IRB. Action 2000 - Where Action is the Attraction!

ROTARY NEWS

Submitted by David Kline
December 13th, the Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach held it’s
Big Game Grand Prize Raffle Drawing at Slyce Pizza Bar, in Indian
Rocks. This year’s grand prize winner is William Nicholson. Second
prize winner Maria Macchio received $1000. Third Prize winner
Janet DiBenedetto received $500.
This is the 13th year the IRB Rotary has given away the Grand Prize
of two tickets to pro football’s biggest game, February 7th 2016 at
Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, CA. The winner also receives four
nights lodging at the Marriott in Pleasanton, CA. and $1000.
We wish to thank all who supported our clubs largest fundraiser by
purchasing chances for the Raffle. We also wish to express our
thanks to Slyce Pizza for sponsoring our Big Game Drawing party
at their outdoor patio and for provided the appetizers and drink
specials during the event. We salute Slyce for their ongoing support
of the IRB community! IRB Rotary’s next service project will be in
February when we will be hitting Gulf Blvd in support of Pinellas
County’s ‘Adopt-a-Mile’ street maintenance program. Look for the
orange vested Rotarians and give us a wave or honk to say hello.

BEACH ART CENTER

Plan to attend their Monte Carlo Night Saturday,
February 20. Approximately two hundred people are
expected to attend this event that includes casino
games with professional dealers such as Roulette,
Black Jack, Texas Hold’Em Poker and Craps. A key
event feature is the fabulous live and silent auction of
unique items of art, dining, services and memorabilia.
Please show your support being a sponsor of the event
or donating a silent/live auction item. For information
contact Anna at 727.596.4331. Available
Sponsorships: Event Sponsor - $2500, Casino
Sponsor - $1500, Food Sponsor - $1000, Bar
Sponsor - $500, Game Table Sponsor - $100
l Let the Sun Shine: All Media/Open Exhibition
January 8 – February 20, 2016
l Great Performances: Faculty - Student Exhibition
February 26 – April 2, 2016
l 6th Annual Bluegrass Festival, March 12, 2016

The Beach Art Center, at 1515 Bay Palm Blvd., Indian Rocks
Beach, is a non-profit 501(c)3 and whose mission is of visual
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach presents its weekly breakfast
meeting at 7:15 am at Jimmy Guana’s Restaurant. Join them to learn more. art education for the community through classes, exhibitions
and programs for adults and children.

FRIENDS OF IRB DOG PARK

Submitted by Wendell Schott

The IRB Dog Park means so much to many of us.
That enclosed bit of green space adjacent to the
Nature Preserve allows our furry friends to run
free. It is so much more than just a piece of land.
It is a place to escape from our busy lives and
enjoy time with our "best friends." While our
canine leash-free hangout provides socialization
for pets and owners, it also has emotional
benefits for us as well.
This past year saw the newly formed Friends of
the Indian Rocks Dog Park become active in our
city. Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month,
so please join us January 5 and February 2 at
6PM at the IRB Museum. Sorry, the meetings are
only for humans, but we look forward to seeing
you and "man's best friend" for some doggone
great adventures at the Dog Park in the new
year. The dog park is now permit free.

IRB HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

FREE Happy Hours are 6-7:30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. January 14th: Crabby Bills & February 11th: Slyce
• Guppy's Sunset Gallop April 1 - Registration starts January 1st at
www.irbhome.com or pick up your forms at Beachside Fresh Market
or Clever Training.
•Meet the Candidates – Tuesday, February 2, 2016 at 7:00 pm.
We want to thank the Volunteers and the Community for the support
that we received in 2015. The money raised from our events is
donated back to the Indian Rocks Beach community to fund projects,
further worthwhile causes and support beneficial organizations.
2015 Projects: Skate park fence; Foul Poles; Basketball Backboards;
10th Ave Park Outdoor Workout Center; Waste Bag Boxes for Dog
Park; Flag Retirement Program; Art Work for City Hall; 11th Ave
Benches; Seasonal Pole Banners; Memorial Brick - Helen Baxter
2015 Donations: Indian Rocks Beach Food Pantry, Morton Plant
Mammogram Vouchers, Grace House, Shepard's Village, Families of
McDill, City of IRB employee spring cookout
Watch www.irbhome.com or our Facebook page for more details.

Restaurant News....
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CAFÉ DE PARIS APPRECIATES CONCERNS On
Saturday, November 14, the day after the Paris terrorist
attacks, Café de Paris found many customers stopping by
their bakery in Indian Rocks Beach. The customers, many
of them who had not previously shopped there, expressed
their concern for what had happened in France. One
woman even placed a bucket filled with flowers at their
front door. Many inquired about owners Xavier and Valerie
de Marchi’s friends and family in Paris, but being from
Bernerac, which is five hours south of Paris, they don’t
have any family there. “It was overwhelming to know how
many
people were thinking of us though,” said Xavier.
_________________________________________________
TIME FOR BACKWATER’S
CHILI COOK OFF Do you
think you have the best chili
recipe? Or do you really
just like to eat it? Then plan
to attend Backwater’s 11th
Annual Chili Cook Off at
their restaurant, on Sunday,
January 31st. If you want to
be in the competition,
registration begins January 1st.
The rules are available on their Web site. Backwater’s is
located at 1261 Gulf Blvd in the Shoppes of Sand Key.
Call owner Larry at 517-7383 or visit
www.BackwatersOnSandKey.com for details.
_________________________________________________
NEW OWNERS The Europa Restaurant, newly named
Europa Café, has new owners, a new look and a new
menu. Mary and her son George recently relocated to the
area after living in Chicago for 19 years. They have
refurbished and updated the inside of their casual
restaurant located at 12125 Indian Rocks Road. They have
new hours too, and now serve dinner. Visit them from
7am to 8pm Monday through Friday or 7am to 3pm on
weekends.
_____________________
UPDATED
RESTAURANT HAS
NEW NAME Belleview
Biltmore Golf Course’s
restaurant has a new
name and logo. It is now
the 1501 Bar and Grille.
In addition to the new
name, they gave the bar
area a face lift with new
bar lighting, a foot rest,
glass shelving, two 55
inch TVs, and a new coat
of paint.

Restaurant News....
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30TH
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
PJ’s Oyster Bar
has been in
Indian Rocks
Beach since
1985. To
celebrate their 30
years, they held
a big celebration
on January 2nd.
The event from
11am to 11pm had four bands (Razed by Wolves, Blue
Lighting, T-Bone Hamilton, and Mitch Woods and His
Rocket 88’s). There was also a Hula Hoop and Twist
contest. Not to mention, all kinds of food and drink
specials. Best of all, it was free.
______________________
PROINO’S BREAKFAST
CLUB BUILDING
OPENING A THIRD
LOCATION After
numerous permit delays,
the new Proino’s Breakfast
Club’s construction has
finally begun on the south
end of Clearwater Beach.
The new restaurant, in the
shopping center between
The Reef and Cesar’s
Italian Restaurant will be
their third, with other locations in Largo on West Bay Drive
and Walsingham Road. They hope the Clearwater
restaurant will be open by February.
_________________________________________________

PARADE’S GRAND MARSHAL To show Crabby Bill’s
how much the city appreciates them, owner Matt Loder
was the Grand Marshall of this year’s Holiday Street
Parade. Matt has gone beyond the call of duty to assist the
many city organizations by sponsoring the events that we
all enjoy. Thanks again to the Loder Family and Crabby
Bills.
_________________________________________________
MORE ICE CREAM A new ice cream store opened in
Indian Shores called Haze Ice Cream. Located at 20001
Gulf Blvd., it is owned by the Johnsons who pride
themselves in selling handmade ice cream, Kahwa Coffee
and handcrafted smoothies. The store is south of The Pub.
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TOM PRITCHARD
His Food Lives On

Tom Pritchard, a partner with
Bay Star Restaurants, was one
of Tampa Bay’s most
influential and respected chefs.
He passed away November
25th, the day before his
favorite holiday, Thanksgiving.
Pritchard could always tell a
good story. He got his
restaurant start by creating a
fake resume to get a job in
Miami at the upscale Rusty
Pelican Restaurant. “I had no
idea what I was doing, but I
have always been a fast
learner,” Tom would say. “The secret to learning is being
around people who are smarter than you.”
Locally, Pritchard opened the 94th Aero Squadron, was
the head chef at the Feather Sound Country Club and a
few other places. Then, he met Frank Chivas, owner of
Baystar Restaurants which include Salt Rock Grill and
Island Way Grill among others.
“I’ve known Tom since the 1970s,” said Chivas, long time
friend, and business partner. “Tom was a rock star in the
culinary world.”
Chivas hired Pritchard when he opened Salt Rock Grill in
Indian Shores in 1997. Pritchard was the restaurant’s
Executive Chef. As the list of company restaurants grew, he
also oversaw the menus and kitchens at the other Bay Star
restaurants including Island Way Grill, Marlin Darlin’s, and
Rumba Island Bar and Grill.
Pritchard was the main draw at many local fundraisers.
The Abilities Foundation was one of his favorite charities,
and he helped host big and small events for them.
“We ended up doing maybe 175 wine dinners together,”
said Frank DeLucia, CEO of the Abilities Foundation. “Tom
was a fixture at all our dinners. He was usually the main
attraction.” Together, they helped raise over $4 million
dollars for Abilities.
Pritchard is best remembered for his willingness and ability
to teach, motivate and mentor many of our area’s best
chefs. The list includes the chefs at Parkshore Grill, Bern’s
Steakhouse, Z-Grille and many others. He would take the
time to really talk to up-and-coming chefs, sharing his
knowledge, tips and even recipes. He contributed recipes
and ideas for many new restaurant’s menus
“What Tom did was make chefs proud of their work and
happy to be in the kitchen,” said Chris Sherman, former
food critic for the St Petersburg Times.
“Tom’s favorite holiday was always Thanksgiving,” says
Chivas. “Tom loved to tell the story of how he once cooked
Thanksgiving dinner for 300 expatriates in Majorca. At
Salt Rock, he would do all the dressings and gravies
himself,” Chivas reflects. “We called it Chef Tom’s feast.”
No one knew more about food and wine than Tom,”
Chivas goes on. “He was funny--had a great sense of
humor. He was the Godfather of our hospitality industry.
He was just a beautiful person. He always gave more than
he took.”
Tom died from complications of Parkinson’s disease and
was 74 years old. He was in the kitchen cooking until
almost the end.
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IT’S A NEW YEAR, TIME FOR
SOME NEW RESOLUTIONS!

By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
January 2016
Memories can be funny sometimes. As
I look back on 2015, I have a lot of
memories of things I accomplished and
of other things I wish I’d gotten started.
Well, now it’s 2016 and I definitely
want to accomplish more of my
resolutions this time around. The first
thing I am going to do is start a list of
52 different things I want to do, one per week, for the next
year. Some of the goals will be simple, like remembering
to drink enough water each day, while others will be more
involved, like training to complete a marathon by the end
of the year.
Each Friday I will then cross something I accomplished off
the list and select my goal for the next week, based upon
my schedule. A lot of us try to make big, sweeping goals
of change for our lives at the start of a new year, but the
likelihood is that we will accomplish more with an
incremental approach to achievement. So, maybe one of
your goals is to get in better shape. Instead of a broad
goal like that, maybe you could have a goal to go running
or walking on the Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail at least once
per week for a year.
Perhaps you’re already happy with your level of physical
activity, but you want to try something new. Well, if you’ve
never gone kayaking, perhaps going to gorgeous Sand
Key Park in Clearwater and renting a kayak to enjoy a
beautiful Florida day would be a good option for your
resolutions list.
Maybe you’re new to Pinellas County and your goals list
will include some social endeavors to expand your circle of
friends. Well, if you’re a dog owner, what better way to
make friends than taking Fido to Fort De Soto’s dog beach
to meet other dog owners and let your pup make some
“furever” buddies.
We all have different goals each year, based upon where
we are on the long, winding path known as life. At the
start of 2016, I am thankful and blessed to be able to
continue serving as your County Commissioner and I’m
grateful for my wonderful family and friends. I hope you’ll
join me in making a list for your year’s resolutions and
make sure you at least cross one of the easy ones off each
week. Happy New Year!

MEET THE NEW
LIBRARIAN

The City of Indian Rocks
Beach recently hired a
new librarian, Tina
Stagliano. She just moved
back to Florida after living
in Ireland for that last
three years. While in Ireland she earned her Master’s
Degree in Library and Information Studies at University
College Dublin. Stagliano also spent a year living in
Thailand where she taught English to kindergarten
students. She now lives in Belleair Bluffs.
To introduce her to the community, The Friends of the
Library are holding an Open House, Wednesday, January
13, from 11 am to 3 pm. Refreshments will be served.
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MARJORIE ROSE
PRESIDENT OF THE GARDEN CLUB

A rose by any other name is
still a rose and this one,
Majorie Rose, of Indian
Rocks Beach, happens to be
President of the Belleair
Beach Island Garden Club.
She is starting her second
year. (Note: There is a
second Garden Club in the
Town of Belleair).
It may seem odd that the
President of a Belleair Beach
organization lives in Indian
Rocks Beach, but Rose says it
is not really that strange at
all. “We have over 30
paying members who live as
far away as St Petersburg,
Clearwater Beach, Largo,
and Seminole.
At one time, there were two Belleair Beach Garden Clubs.
The Belleair Beach Garden Club started in 1947; The
Island Garden Club started in 1959. In 1991, the two
groups combined to form one club called the Belleair
Beach Island Garden Club. They are beginning their 25th
year as a combined club.
Marjorie is from Canada, where she lives half the year. The
Club meets October to April, and she returns to Indian
Rocks Beach in October, just in time for the first meeting.
She has been a member for five years.
The Belleair Beach Island Garden Club meets once a
month on the third Wednesday of the month at 10:30 am.
They meet at the Belleair Beach City Hall Community
Center or occasionally at other nearby locations. Their
various speaker topics range from gardening and floral
arrangements to creating a Florida friendly environment.
After their meetings, they often go to a nearby restaurant
for lunch. Meetings sometimes involve field trips to places
like the Florida Botanical Gardens or Sunken Gardens.
Membership is $20 per year. With that, you get a
membership handbook, contact info, and a mailed monthly
newsletter. The group sometimes pays for its speakers and
makes donations to appropriate groups.
“We are here to help our members become better
gardeners,” says Rose. “We teach people to appreciate
horticulture.” o join, call Marjorie Rose at 238-8691.

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

for 10th Annual Valentine’s Day Group Wedding
at Florida Botanical Gardens
Up to fifty couples are expected to be joined together for
one group wedding ceremony on Valentine’s Day, Sunday,
February 14, 2016 at 2pm in the romantic and picturesque
Wedding Garden of Largo’s Florida Botanical Gardens.
A single ceremony will unite all couples in attendance. The
couples and their guests will celebrate with wedding cake
and refreshments provided by local sponsors. The Clerk
has waived the normal $30.00 ceremony fee. Standard
marriage license fees will still apply.
To participate, couples must sign-up no later than Friday,
January 29, 2016. For information contact Recording
Services at (727) 464-3008 or www.mypinellasclerk.org.
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IMAGES OF SEMINOLE

Book Review by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Everyone in town knows where the
City of Seminole is – it is just across
the bridge, not more than a mile
away. But what do you really know
about the city’s history? The City of
Seminole is Pinellas County’s
youngest city and only incorporated
in November 1970, but there are
documented settlers dating back to
the early-1800s.
USF St. Pete Librarian James Schnur
recently wrote the book Images of
Seminole which is all about the City
of Seminole’s history. While growing
up in nearby Redington Beach, Schnur considered the
Seminole area his home on the “mainland.” A native and
lifelong resident of Pinellas County, he is a lifetime member
of the Seminole Historical Society and the past President of
the Pinellas County Historical Society. Schnur has witnessed
dramatic changes in the Seminole area while he has lived
here for more than a half-century.
The opening chapter of the book traces the lives of early
pioneers living at a time when their closest neighbor lived
miles away. Other chapters detail the development of the
city’s thousands of citrus groves. The development of roads
from mere pathways to major highways crisscrossing the
center of town are described leading up to the development
of subdivisions created after crippling freezes destroyed the
citrus in the 1960s and ‘80s.
In its early days, the area was referred to as Oakhurst; it
wasn’t until later that it became Seminole. The City’s name
honors the Native Americans who came into Florida during
the 18th century although it is not likely that any of them
lived anywhere near there--but it is a good name for a city,
county and even a university sports franchise although none
are connected.
White settlers began arriving in the Seminole area in the
early 1800s; many more moved there after the Civil War
and again after the two World Wars. They were attracted by
excellent weather, farming conditions and drainage. The
area is located on some of the highest land elevations in
the county. The settlers established farms and discovered a
crop new to them - citrus.
When the railroad was built that connected Tarpon Springs
to St Petersburg, it made stops in the Seminole area. This
brought new settlers and allowed the citrus growers to
move their crops north. A bridge was built in 1920 allowing
a major road to cross Long Bayou and pass through the
center of town. Later construction projects virtually created
Lake Seminole as we know it today. In 1965, the mall in the
center town - Seminole Mall, was built. It wasn’t until five
years later that the Oakhurst area incorporated and
become the City of Seminole.
Images of Seminole is 125 pages, and includes over 100
photos. It is part of The Images of America series which
celebrates the history of neighborhoods, towns, and cities
across the country. Using archival photographs, each title
presents the distinctive stories from the past that shaped the
character of the community today.
You can buy Images of Seminole anywhere Arcadia books
are sold, including the bookstore at Heritage Village. Look
for it online at Amazon.com.

