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USF St. Petersburg
Celebrates

50 Years of Excellence
It was 1965 when 260 freshmen attended the first classes
at what is now USF St. Petersburg (USFSP). And this
summer, the university will launched a yearlong celebration
of its 50 years of research, scholarship, student success,
and community engagement.
“This anniversary provides us with a wonderful opportunity
to look back and celebrate all we have accomplished over
the years,” said USFSP Regional Chancellor Sophia
Wisniewska. “Perhaps more importantly, it gives us a
chance to look ahead – to imagine how much more we
can become.”
To officially kick off the festivities, USFSP and the city of St.
Petersburg hosted a block party. The event will center
around Second Street South being officially co-named
University Way. The celebration will continue with dozens of
events throughout the year, culminating in a springtime
gala and the grand opening of a new building for the Kate
Tiedemann College of Business next summer.
USF St. Petersburg is Pinellas County`s only public,
residential, research institution. Located in downtown St.
Petersburg, the campus was formerly known as the USF

Bay Campus because of its prime location on Bayboro
Harbor. Since then, USFSP has grown from a branch
campus operating out of former Maritime Service barracks
to a full-fledged, separately accredited institution within the
USF System. Approximately 5,000 undergraduate and
graduate students are enrolled in 24 undergraduate and
13 graduate programs offered in the colleges of Arts and
Sciences, Business and Education.
USFSP holds national and international accreditations. The
College of Education is the only higher level teacher
education program in Pinellas County to receive national
reaccreditation under the National Council for
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) standards.
Additionally, the Kate Tiedemann College of Business is
one of few in the world to hold the double distinction of
being accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business for both business and accounting.
“The yearlong anniversary celebration provides unique
opportunities for USFSP to engage in the community and
build new community partnerships,” said Melissa Seixas,
USFSP alumna (MA History, `96), Duke Energy government
and community relations manager, and co-chair of the
50th Anniversary Committee. “It also allows USFSP to share
its mission and all of the incredible, innovative research
and scholarship being conducted by its faculty and
students.”
To learn more about the anniversary celebration and to see
a complete list of events, visit www.usfsp.edu/50years.
Story By Casey Crane, `06/ USF Communication Department
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We are always trying to include
more of your news. People who live
downtown, plus the Snell Isle and
Old Northeast areas want to know
what is happening in their area.
That is why, if you have news or
events, please contact us.
This newsletter survives on local
advertising. Please tell your home
suppliers such as pool companies,
lawn care, electricians, etc about us.
If you are a resident of our mailing
area and advertise, you will receive
a discount.
We produce similar newsletters in
four other areas: Indian Rocks
Beach, Clearwater Beach and
Belleair. You can read this and other
issues online at
StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.
SEE YOU
AGAIN IN
NOVEMBER!

CITY NUMBERS

CITY HALL. . . 893-7171
175 Fifth Street North
www.stpete.org
MAYOR OFFICE . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7201
MAYOR - Rick Kriseman
CITY COUNCIL - Chair Charlie Gerdes
Vice Chair Amy Foster • Steve Kornell
Wengay "Newt" Newton • Bill Dudley
Jim Kennedy • Karl Nurse • Darden Rice
CITY COUNCIL ADMIN. . . . . . . 893-7117
Cindy Sheppard
INFORMATION . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7111
BUILDING PERMITS . . . . . . . . 893-7231
BUSINESS SUPPORT LINE . . . 893-7000
CITY CLERK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7448
CODES COMPLIANCE/ASSIST. 893-7373
ENTERTAINMENT HOTLINE . . 892-5700
LEISURE SERVICES. . . . . . . . . . 893-7207
MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY . . . . . 893-7268
PLANNING & ZONING . . . . . 893-7471
SANITATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7334
UTILITY ACCOUNTS . . . . . . . . 893-7341
EMERGENCIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
FIRE DEPARTMENT . . . . . . . . . 893-7694
POLICE NON-EMERGENCY. . . 893-7780
POLICE TEXT MESSAGE . . . . . 420-8911
POLICE TIP VOICE LINE . . . . . 892-5000
------------------------------------------BREAKFAST OPTIMISTS . . . . . 522-6143
First Friday Street Party
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE . . . 821-4069
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS ASSN
Michael Gulley . . . . . . . . . . . . 244-8374
DOWNTOWN BUSINESS ASSN 823-4394
Meeting: 3rd Wed of each month (8AM)
ST. PETE DNA. . . . . . . . . . 203-530-4663
Al Scafati, President. . . . . . . stpetedna.org
DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS CIVIC ASSN
Marion Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 894-9491
DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP. 821-5166
100 Second Ave., Suite 150
FRIENDS OF SUNSHINE CENTER 821-2323
FRIENDS MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY
Wayne Finely, President . . 813-767-5503
HISTORIC OLD NE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN
Peter Motzenbecker President . 342-0653
GWFC ST PETE WOMAN’S CLUB 822-4982
40 Snell Isle Blvd N.E.
NORTHEAST EXCHANGE CLUB528-3828
NORTHEAST LITTLE LEAGUE. 526-9602

ROTARY OF ST. PETERSBURG 822-3277
Paula Adams, Ex Sec. SPRotary.org
SNELL ISLE HOMEOWNERS
Scott Youngblood, President . . . . . . . . . . . . .
ST. PETE COLLEGE . . . . . . . . . 341-4249
SUNSHINE CENTER. . . . . . . . . 821-2323
UNIVERSITY SOUTH FLORIDA 873-4873
------------------------------------------PINELLAS COUNTY INFO . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377
Ken Welch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3614
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-395-2512
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St.
Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Dwight Dudley . 552-2747
Dist. 68 - 3637 4th Street N., St. Pete
Dwight.Dudley@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Kathy Castor. . . . . . . . . . . . 727-873-2817
511 Second St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.castor.house.gov
-------------------------------------------

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

AMERICAN STAGE . . . . . . . . 823-1600
FLORIDA HOLOCAUST MUSEUM 820-0100
FLORIDA ORCHESTRA . . . . . 892-3331
GREAT EXPLORATIONS . . . . 821-8992
JANNUS LANDING . . . . . . . 896-2276
MAHAFFEY THEATER. . . . . . . 892-5798
MUNICIPAL MARINA. . . . . . . 893-7329
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS. . . . .896-2667
MUSEUM OF HISTORY . . . . . 894-1052
PALADIUM THEATRE . . . . . . 822-3590
SALVADOR DALI MUSEUM. . .823-3767
ST. PETERSBURG OPERA. . . . 823-2040
STATE THEATRE. . . . . . . . . . . 895-3045
STUDIO @ 620. . . . . . . . . . . 895-6620
SUNKEN GARDENS. . . . . . . . 551-3100
CHIHULY COLLECTION . . . 822-7872
THE COLISEUM . . . . . . . . . . 892-5202
TAMPA BAY RAYS. . . . . 800-FAN-RAYS
TROPICANA FIELD . . . . . .
825-3137

DISCOVER THE ISLAND 2015

Come to Egmont Key State Park Saturday, November 14th or Sunday, November
15th and join the Egmont Key Alliance “Discover the Island” fundraiser while you
enjoy one of Tampa Bay’s gems! See Civil War re-enactors, stroll the island on
our self-guided walk with interpretive sites including nature, wildlife, military and
history. There will be children’s games, silent auctions each day and a viewing of
the 157-year-old lighthouse that is still working to guide ships into Tampa Bay.
See live birds of prey from Boyd Hill Nature preserve Saturday only. Live music
will be presented by singers performing period music and sea shanties.
Food, drinks and souvenirs will be available for purchase on the island. Shuttle
ferries will be leaving Fort DeSoto Park from 9 am to 2pm, with the last ferry
returning to Fort DeSoto at 4 pm.
Ferry ticket prices: Adults $18, Youth 6-11 $5, Children 5 and under are free.
Discounts are available for groups of 10 or more adults. Tickets can be
purchased at the ferry departure site at the Bay Pier. Follow the brown ferry
signs to the location. Visit www.EgmontKey.info or call 813-361-7563.

Discover The Island is the 18th annual fundraiser for the Alliance, a 501(c)(3) non-profit,
Citizen Support Organization of Egmont Key State Park, dedicated to protecting, restoring,
and preserving the island.
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Did You Know...
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COLISEUM TEA DANCES
RESUME Beginning in October, on
the first and third Wednesday each
month, dance the afternoon away
at the Coliseum Tea Dance. Don't
know how to ballroom dance? No
worries, dance instruction begins at
11:30am and live music begins at
1pm. Each Tea Dance is $7 or $10
with instruction. Tea Dances are
BYOB. Snacks and set-ups are
available for purchase.
_______________________________
BED TAX, WHERE DOES IT
COME FROM? The 2014 Bed Tax
report has been released. The tax
includes hotels and vacation
rentals. Overall, Pinellas County collected $3,257,052.
The beaches contributed $2.192 million of that, or 67%.
with Clearwater Beach providing the lion’s share,
$1.089 million, 49.6% of all the beaches combined. The
City of St Petersburg contributes 13.3% of the total bed
tax. The bed tax is used for tourism advertising, beach
nourishment and building attractions such as the
Tropicana Dome.
_________________________________________________
NEED ANOTHER COPY OF THIS NEWSLETTER? Pick
one up at the UPS Stores at 200 2nd Avenue S. and in
the Old Northeast area at 204 37th Street N. While you
are there check out their range of products and services
including printing, packing, shipping, and mailbox.
_________________________________________________
NO NEED FOR TWO SPACES AFTER A PERIOD
Those over 40 probably learned to type on a typewriter,
not a computer. One rule from those typing classes has
definitely expired - double spaces after periods. Unless
you are typing on an actual typewriter, you don’t need
them, or after question marks, exclamation points, or
any end of sentence punctuation, actually. Computers
use proportionally spaced fonts, which adjust spacing to
the size of each letter including punctuation. In other
words, the computer does it all for you.
_________________________________________________
THANK YOU! Notice this newsletter is 48-pages, up 8
pages over our July last issue. This is the largest
newsletter we have ever produced in any market, which
allows us to include many more stories. If it was not for
our growing number of local advertisers, we could not
expand or continue to mail each issue to you - FREE.
When you visit our advertisers, please thank them for
allowing us to continue to provide this newsletter.
_________________________________________________
ELVIS FOREVER Elvis is back,
at least at the Post Office. The
US Post Office is issuing a
series of nostalgic stamps
featuring famous entertainers’
images. In August, stamps for
Elvis, Ingrid Bergman, and Paul
Newman were released. These
images are on Forever Stamps,
which mean, you can use them
even if they raise the price of
stamps. Stamps are available
in a flat of 20 for $9.80.

and More...
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VOLUNTEERS
WITH A
PURPOSE
Shorecrest Prep
School won the
Leaders in the
Community
Award for
Outstanding
School
Engagement by
Keep Pinellas
Beautiful.
Shorecrest has
worked with them for many years combining theschool’s
core curriculum with environmental improvement
projects. The school helps clean roadways and
participates in other major site cleanups. “They have
shown dedication in their commitment to educate their
students on the welfare of our planet,” says Pat
DePlasco, Executive Director of Keep Pinellas Beautiful.
“They are training their students at an early age to serve
the
environment through volunteerism.”
_________________________________________________

ADMISSION BUTTONS FOR SALE First Night St.
Petersburg 2016, presented by The Rowdies will be
feature Music, Dance, Theater, Hands on Art projects,
Resolutions Sculptures and Fireworks in over 25 venues
throughout downtown. It is Thursday December 31st
from 4 pm until midnight. First Night is open for all
ages. Buttons can be purchased in advance $10 adults
and $5 children 6-12 at www.FirstNightStPete.com
__________________________
PLEASE HELP US IMPROVE
We want to know what you
think about our Newsletter.
What do you like? What would you like us to include?
Would you like to see changes? The online survey is posted
at www.BeachNewsletters.com.
___________________________________________________
RETHINK BOTTLED
WATER Nearly 90% of
plastic water bottles
are not recycled,
instead taking
thousands of years to
decompose. Buy a
reusable container
and fill it with filtered
tap water; it’s a great
choice for the
environment, your wallet, and possibly your health. The
EPA's standards for tap water are more stringent than the
FDA's standards for bottled water. Plus, new studies suggest
plastic bottles release small amounts of chemicals into the
water over a period of time. The longer water is stored in
plastic bottles, the higher the concentration of potentially
harmful chemicals. Bottled water can costs up to 10,000
times more per gallon than filtered tap water and is much
more convenient. Besides, who wants to lug those cases of
water home? When you do need to have bottled of water,
please recycle the bottle!
_________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS NOVEMBER Read this, as well
as other issues, online at stpetedowntownnewsletter.com
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HISTORY AND NATURE AT FORT
DE SOTO PARK

By Vice Chairman Pinellas County
Commissioner Charlie Justice,
Whether you’re a long-time
resident or a visitor to the area,
chances are you’ve heard of, and
maybe even been to, Fort De Soto
Park. The park is a great place to
spend a day at an award-winning
beach, go for a scenic bike ride
or take a trip back in time.
Speaking of its history, the
batteries and post buildings at the
fort – built around the turn of the 20th century – were
recently designated as landmarks by the Board of
County Commissioners following a recommendation
from the Historic Preservation Board, which I am
fortunate enough to chair. I encourage you to tour the
mortar pits and walk through the fort’s interior rooms to
get a glimpse into our nation’s military past right here in
our own backyard.
While the batteries and post buildings represent
manmade attractions, we as a county recognize the
importance of our natural environment as well, and Fort
De Soto Park is a shining example. A recirculation
project at the park is aimed at estuary habitat restoration
and water quality improvement. This involves the
construction of box culverts to open a portion of a filled
causeway and re-establish tidal circulation. The $1.5
million project is paid for through Penny for Pinellas
funds, along with grant revenue from the Southwest
Florida Water Management District, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service and Tampa Bay Environmental Restoration Fund.
Many have noted the removal of the remaining invasive
Australian pines and other nonnative vegetation from the
park. While the pines do provide shade, this exotic
species worsens erosion, intrudes on sea turtle and bird
nesting habitat and prevents beneficial native plants from
growing. With these trees out of the way, native oak trees
can take over providing shade and plants that help slow
erosion like sea oats will be better able to grow,
protecting Fort De Soto’s beautiful beaches for years to
come. This project is funded through the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission. Visit our website to
get updates on these activities and learn more about all
that Fort De Soto Park has to offer:
www.pinellascounty.org/park/05_ft_desoto.htm.

HERITAGE VILLAGE FALL EVENTS

BLACKPOT GOURMET - October 3 Learn the fine art of
Blackpot cooking at Heritage Village, where you will
learn to cook a variety of delicious dishes during this
three-hour experience. Classes are limited to only ten
people and cost $30. Reservations are required at least
two weeks prior. Call 582-2123 if you are interested.
36th COUNTRY JUBILEE - October 24, 10am to 4pm
There will be non-stop music performed by local groups
and more than 100 craft volunteers lining the walkway in
and around the park, plus the grand opening of the
McKay Creek Boat Shop! This is a good place to find
those unique Christmas gifts. This event is FREE.
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A CHILD’S STRUGGLE TO LEARN
HOW TO EAT

Michele and Eric Klinges of Clearwater were first-time parents
and excited for their baby girl Emily’s arrival. From the
beginning, Michele struggled feeding her tiny baby, because
Emily was not interested in breastfeeding or taking a bottle.
Dehydration would set in and Emily would become sick,
requiring visits to the emergency room. Doctors determined
that Emily had acid reflux, so at three months of age they tried
medication without success. Emily would go 8 to12 hours with
no liquid, and the doctors became very concerned.
When Emily was three months old, the doctors realized the
situation was dire, and put in a G-tube (gastrostomy tube) so
Emily could receive fluid and calories through her abdomen.
Twice each night, Michele and Eric would refresh the nutrients
in the tube so their little girl could get nutrition. Michele
continued to look for solutions to Emily’s problem and
discovered Happy Mealtimes, a four-week intensive feeding
program at All Children’s Hospital. The program seemed
perfect, butwas not be eligible until she was 18 months old,
and there was a lengthy waiting list.
Finally the day arrived when Emily could enroll in Happy
Mealtimes, and the family checked into the St. Petersburg West
Ronald McDonald House (RMH). Nervous, the parents were
ecstatic to see the beautiful house and amenities it offered.
They realized their little girl would be happy there.
The Happy Mealtimes program is modeled after nationally
respected feeding programs. The program provides multiple
daytime sessions requiring the families to be nearby. The
Ronald McDonald House is perfect for families in the program
who do not live close to All Children’s. The clinic makes
feeding fun, using feeding techniques that make it look like
they are playing with the children. Emily also received
occupational therapy to stretch her cheeks, use her back teeth,
move her tongue, chewing exercises, and more.
Before treatment, Emily only drank three to six ounces on a
good day, but after the second week she was up to 10 to12
ounces a day. For the first time in 18 months, Michele and Eric
found themselves only getting up once instead of twice a night
to feed Emily.
Because the RMH West House is so close to the hospital,
Michele and Emily walked back to the House between their
five visits a day at the clinic. After the four-week program, she
and Emily will come two to three times per week for visits. All
Children’s Hospital’s program has a 70% success rate of tube
removal within a year of treatment.
Like many, Michele now loves RMH, saying, “It’s wonderful,
friendly, and accommodating. I have my own space, meet nice
people who make meals, and the rooms are clean and
welcoming.” Michele was nervous coming to RMH because
she had no idea what to expect, but says it’s “more than we
could ever ask for.” Eric comes after work to stay each night.
Staying at RMH has given Michele a new perspective. She has
met other families with kids going through difficult times and
notes, “We’re the lucky ones because this can be fixed, while
others are dealing with much worse medical issues.”
Emily now eats tiny bits of food, a few noodles or pureed baby
food. She drinks Pediasure for nutrition, and what she doesn’t
drink goes into her tube. Her stomach has begun to tolerates
more in a smaller time frame. In two weeks, they are putting
50% less food into her tube because she is eating.
Did you know one in four children experience feeding issues?
Some problems prevent children from eating enough to grow.
In 2014, the Ronald McDonald House of Tampa Bay cared for
seven feeding program families who stayed 223 nights.
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MOVIES IN THE PARK RETURNS

October marks the beginning of cooler evenings and there
is no better way to celebrate the end of summer’s heat
then by sitting under the stars on the St. Petersburg
downtown waterfront enjoying free film classics and music.
The fun will take place each Thursday evening in October
(1, 8, 15, 22, 29) in North Straub Park on Beach Drive
between 4th and 5th Avenues NE. Movies in the Park goes
to west side St. Pete for a special showing as part of the
Central Avenue Solstice celebration on Saturday Sept. 26 in
Sunset Park (Central Ave. & Park St.)
Live music starts at 6 pm and movies at dark. Movies are
free; pay-what-you-can donations appreciated
“Movies in the Park” is produced by St. Petersburg
Preservation each October and May to help highlight to
residents and visitors the beauty of our 100+ year old
downtown waterfront parks.
To guarantee a good spot at this popular event come early,
food and drink will be available for purchase from some of
Saturday Morning Market's popular vendors or bring your
own picnic, all while listening to live music from local
bands before the movie. Movie goers are encouraged to
bring their blankets or low chairs (a limited number of
folding chairs will be available). Convenient parking is in
the Baywalk garage or the Beach Drive parking lot on the
Pier approach. For those who would like to leave the car at
home, free and secure valet bicycle parking will be
available on-site thanks to St. Pete Bike Co-Op!
September 26 - Sunshine State (2002) (PG-13) - John
Sayles’ film starring Angela Basset. It’s the story of how a
small coastal northern Florida town deals with encroaching
development & preserving a sense of place. *At Sunset
Park on Central Ave. & Park St. – No alcohol allowed.
Thanks to sponsors Charlie Gerdes, Crystal Bay Hotel &
Central Ave. Solstice. Music by Christie Lenee.
October 1 - Moonstruck (1987) (PG) – with Nicholas Cage
and Cher, an Academy Award winner in her role as
Loretta, a Brooklyn book keeper who must figure out what
to do when she falls for the brother of the man she agreed
to marry. Thanks to sponsor Larelle House Bed & Breakfast.
Music by Roy Schneider & Kim Mayfield.
October 8 - Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981) (PG) – Harrison
Ford returns as Indiana Jones, hired by the US government
to find the Ark of the Covenant before the Nazis. The
Spielberg directed film won four Academy Awards. Thanks
to sponsor Brian Battaglia Law and Councilmember
Darden Rice. Music by Ari and the Alibis.
October 15 - The Sister Act (2002) (PG) – Whoopi
Goldberg stars in the film with music that will have you
rocking and a story that will have you laughing as she is
placed in a convent by the witness protection program, a
place she doesn’t quite fit! Thanks to sponsor Rebecca
Stewart – Your Special Agent. Music by Freelow.
October 22 - Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory (1971)
(G) – SPP joins Keep Saint Petersburg Local and its annual
Localicious Festival by offering this family fun “foodie” film,
starring Gene Wilder. The film is scrumdidilyumptious!
Thanks to sponsor Weidner Law and Duncan McClellan
Gallery. Music by Skully.
October 29 - The Birds (1963) – Get ready for Halloween
with this Hitchcock thriller about a wealthy San Francisco
socialite who ends up in a small Northern California town.
Her visit takes a bizarre twist when the birds begin
attacking. Thanks to sponsor Times Square Properties.
Music by Liz Pennock & Dr. Blues.
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS

SEPTEMBER
Intimate Apparel - American Stage 16
Mahaffey Tango Lovers
18
SPF15 Art Festival
15-27
St Pete Art & Fashion Week
15-19
St Pete City Theatre Gala SPMOH 16
GAM Sailing Seminar Yacht Club 19
One Step Closer Walk Albert Whitted 19
Curry Festival Vinoy Park
19
Oktober Fest Grand Central District 19
Eat Rich-Play Dirty Morean Arts
19
Roadside Bus Tour St Pete Preservation19
Job Fair Coliseum
21
Fall Begins
23
Mahaffey Best of the Bay
23
Sapphire & Diamond Sips Sundial 24
St Pete Wine and Food Festival 24-27
CareFest Work Day
26
Sunrise Run Vinoy Park
26
Walk for the Poor Crescent Lake
26
Arts Alive Free Museum Day
26
Carmada 2015 Duke Arts Plaza
26
Run for Heros Demen’s Landing
26
Central Ave. Solstice Street Festival 26
You Are My Sunshine 1 Progress Plaza 26
Chalk Walk N. Straub Park
26-27
Off Shore Boat Race Clearwater Beach 27
Scientific Symposium USF-SP
28-30

OCTOBER
Fire Prevention Month
Movies In The Park N. Straub Park 1
Pearls Of Wisdom YWCA Event
1
First Friday
2
St Pete Opera Preview to Carmen 1-2
Florida Orchestra
2
Gay and Lesbian Film Festival
2-10
Saturday Morning Market Opens
3
Fl. Orchestra Rachmaninoff’s Concerto
3
St Pete Indie Market Central Ave
3
Saturday AM Walking Tour
3
Sports/Exercise Expo Woman’s Club 3
Decades of Photography Ends MFA 4
Tea Dancing Resumes The Coliseum 7
Movies In The Park N. Straub Park 8
Florida Orchestra Night at Oscars 10
SPCA 3K Pet Walk
10
Second Saturday Art Walk, 5pm
10
Tampa Bay Bridal Show Coliseum 11
Columbus Day
12
Meet the Candidates City Hall
12
Tampa Bay Seniors Expo
13
The Mahaffey Alvin & Chipmunks 15
Movies In The Park N. Straub Park 15
Clearwater Jazz Holiday
15-18
National Bosses Day
16
Florida Orchestra Led Zepplin Music 16
Science Festival Marine Quest
16-17

St Pete Opera Carmen
6-20
Mahaffey Kevin Nealon The Pladium 17
Strides Against Cancer Vinoy Park
17
Florida Orchestra Pops in the Park 17
2015 Beer Festival The Coliseum 17-18
Pinellas Coastal Clean Up
17
Schools Closed Planning Day
19
Livable City Presentation
21
The Mahaffey American Chilly
21
The Mahaffey UB40
23
Florida Orchestra Masterworks
24
Suicide Prevention Walk S. Straub
24
Suenos de Dali Dali Museum
24
Ghoulwill Bash Coliseum
24
Country Jubilee Heritage Village
24
Times Festival of Reading USF-SP
24
Art Advances Fashion MFA
24
Johns Pass Seafood Festival
24-25
Great Extravaganza at The Coliseum 26
Florida Orchestra American Music 29
Movie in the Park North Straub Park 29
The Mahaffey Chris Cornell, Acoustic 30
Smartly Dressed Fashion Show Vinoy 30
Fl. Orchestra Halloween Broadway 31
SPIFFS for Schools Vinoy Park
29-30
Food Truck Rally Downtown
31
Halloween
31
SPIFFS General Public VInoy Park 31-1
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ST PETERSBURG DISTILLERY - MAKING SPIRTS LOCALLY

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Yo Ho Ho and a bottle of rum, gin... vodka, whiskey and
all kinds of spirits. They are all made right here on the
outskirts of downtown St Petersburg.
While craft beer breweries are almost on every corner, we
now have a local spirit distillery. It is one of the first in our
area. St Petersburg Distillery, which was founded in 2014,
is trying to do for St Petersburg what Jack Daniels did for
Lynchburg & Tennessee--put us on the map for producing
quality crafted spirits including rum, whiskey, vodka, gin
and even a honey wine, called a mead.
Most of their products are spirits which
are strong, distilled liquors. Unsweetened,
distilled, alcoholic beverages must have
an alcohol content of at least 20% ABV
(alcohol by volume) to be called spirits.
ABV is a standard measure of how much
alcohol is in a drink. The spirits are
produced when grain, fruit, and or
vegetables are fermented, resulting in a
flavorful alcoholic drink.
St Petersburg Distillery is new to our area.
It is owned by St Petersburg’s Iafrate
family. Their craft spirits are distilled in
the independent artisan tradition. “We
distill our spirits in copper pot stills, using
organic ingredients and water distilled to
an exceptional degree of purity,” says
Daniel Undhammar, their Director of Development. “Our
pot-distilled spirits are made batch-by-batch in small
quantities, the old-fashioned way”
Their signature craft line features four unique, high
quality spirits - Sweet Corn Whiskey, Righteous Rum &
Spice, Tropical Gin, and Artisanal Vodka.
They also produce Tippler’s Orange Liqueur which is
made with real Florida Temple oranges, peel and all.
They also offer Oak & Palm Rums which are available in
two versions - Spiced or Coconut.
Their Banyan Reserve Vodka “is a rich, all-American
vodka made from 100% American corn and is gluten
free. It is 80-proof, 40% ABV. On the palate, it is robust,
complex, and full flavor with a hint of corn sweetness,
with a long finish. Excellent neat, on the rocks or in a
great cocktail,” says their marketing information.

The defining characteristic of mead is that the majority of
the beverage's fermentable sugar is derived from honey.
Their Royal Mead honey wine is made with real Florida
honey. It is 100% natural and contains no added sulfites
and or additives. Mead was the first elixir known to man
and was known to be the “drink of the gods.” Newly
married couples consumed it every day during their first
few months of marriage, thus leading to the term
“honeymoon.”
Most of their marketing and ads feature vintage pictures
and scenes from Old Florida, old Tampa
Bay & St Petersburg and have the look of a
historic old post card. The same look holds
true for the labels on the bottles giving
them a very retro vibe.
Even though they were just beginning, St.
Petersburg Distillery took a double gold
medal for their Tippler's Orange liquor and
for the Old St. Pete vodka at the 72nd
Annual Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of
America convention in Orlando last spring.
All their spirits are produced and bottled at
their St. Petersburg distillery. The
organization has brought together many
years of collective experience in the spirits
industry to start something from the ground
up, creating the high-quality products, they
themselves would most want to drink. Their
small-batch spirits showcase the artisan spirit of St. Pete.
All their products proudly proclaim they are “Crafted in
the Sunshine City,” And with a name like St Petersburg
Distillery, you know you are buying and drinking local!
You can find the products for sale at American Spirits 280 3rd Street So, World Liquors - 1601 Central,
Walmart, Winn Dixie, Publix & Total Wine, plus many
other fine wine & liquor stores in the area. Many local
restaurants are now serving it too. It is also served at the
Mahaffey Theater and the Rowdies home games.
Unfortunately they do not offer tours yet, but they hope to
add them in the future. Visit StPetersburgDistillery.com for
more information about them
including a list of restaurants
serving their products,
upcoming events,
and recipes.
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STRANGE NOISES IN THE ATTIC

by Jim Swayne, Safer Home Services
You are lying in bed in the middle of the night and you hear
a scratching sound, in the wall or above the ceiling. It’s
probably Rattus rattus, more commonly known as a roof rat
and more affectionately called a citrus rat, tree rat, ship rat,
black rat, or mouse.
Of all the pest and termite control issues we deal with, rats
seem to be one of the most unsettling for most homeowners.
Why? First and foremost, they’re scary and they are intruding
into our home. It’s what rats do. They are part of a group of
mammals called commensal rodents. Commensal means
“sharing one’s table” and that’s what rats do naturally. They
attack our food supplies where we grow it, raise it, store it,
process it, transport it, and sell it. They also contaminate
more than they eat - billions of dollars worldwide each year.
So why are they in my attic? First, there are lots of them –
more than us. And we almost always have lots of extra food
around. In the winter our houses are warm and cozy so we
see an increase in the number of rats infesting structures.
Sometimes rats do pose a real and immediate danger to our
health as they can carry disease like Hantavirus and transmit
diseases like Murine typhus. Rats transmitted the plague that
wiped out 1/3 of the human population in the 14th century.
Rats cause damage by their gnawing and burrowing. Rodent
means “to gnaw” and like all rodents, rats possess chisel-like
incisor teeth which grow continuously throughout their life, so
they constantly gnaw. Rats also are prolific multipliers, having
four to six litters a year with 6 to 12 babies each. Rats are
pregnant for 21 to 23 days and begin having babies when
they are only three months old. No wonder we hear stories
like we heard in early December about a St. Petersburg
woman who started with four pet rats and ended up with
hundreds of rats living in her home out of control.
If you think you have a rat issue or you’ve seen them or seen
their droppings or urine stains or gnawing marks or they’ve
damaged food containers, what should you do?
First positively identify you are dealing with a rat. Professional
pest control companies usually will inspect for free and verify
you are dealing with a rat and not something else. A quality
company will also determine how they are gaining entry and
offer recommendations on how to stop them. In some cases,
it’s as simple as fixing a soffit vent or replacing weatherstripping under a door. Rats only require a hole the size of
quarter to enter your home, so all opening 1/2” or greater
should be sealed. Quality pest control firms can also provide
exclusion services if it’s more than the homeowner can do.
Once the home is repaired to stop re-entry into the home, the
most effective method to get rid of rats is trapping with
mechanical traps or glueboards. Trapping provides the
advantage of eliminating the rodents quickly and avoiding
rats dying inside inaccessible areas of the home.
Most municipalities offer rodent control services outside
homes and common areas in neighborhoods. These services
usually consist of placing tamper-proof bait stations and
rodenticides (poison baits) and should only be used in areas
where domestic animals and children can’t access them.
Rats – they love paradise too. They are part of living in our
beautiful tropical environment but they shouldn’t be allowed
inside your home. But if it happens and you hear those noises
in the middle of the night – don’t panic. Call a professional
and have the problem resolved quickly, simply, and safely.
You can contact Jim Swayne at 727-800-2992 or
jim@saferhomeservices.com
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IT HAS BEEN A REMARKABLE
SUMMER IN THE SUNSHINE CITY

by Mayor Rick Kriseman
The city of St. Petersburg has begun the next phase in the St. Pete
Pier process: demolition. We anticipate the inverted pyramid will
be down in about two months. Following that, it will take about
four months for the contractor to remove the pier head and pier
approach. The design team will soon be refining their concept
and will be engaging the public again.
The Pier Park concept is dynamic. It will extend our already iconic
waterfront park system into Tampa Bay and be a destination for
everyone in our city.
Our public waterfront is not the only thing growing in St.
Petersburg. Part of my job is to visit new businesses, cut a lot of
ribbons (or sushi rolls, in the case of Souzou), and facilitate
processes for builders and developers. For example, our many
months of hard work to bring Tom James’s vast art collection to
downtown paid off when he announced plans for a $75 million
museum at 100 Central Avenue. Hardly a day goes by when I’m
not welcoming something or someone to the Sunshine City,
especially to our downtown.
With all this growth and change, it is important our city budget
responsibly reflects the new face of our city. My proposed budget
includes $1.085 million to add 12 uniformed officers, enabling
the department to establish two new permanent patrol squads in
St. Petersburg’s downtown area. We will increase our authorized
strength from 550 to 562 sworn officers.
Its common sense: more people downtown means a larger
public safety need. Further, the funding for downtown-specific
deployment allows for better attention to be paid to
neighborhoods throughout the city.
But policing and public safety is not the only area in the budget
that is responsive to the growth and change in our city. I am
investing $896,815 additional dollars in our city-wide economic
development. Should Council approve the budget this month,
we will have $250,000 to advance the Innovation District - a
major St. Petersburg economic generator with several significant
and growing employers, including USF St. Petersburg, All
Children's Hospital/Johns Hopkins Medicine, Bayfront Health,
USGS, NOAA and the USF College of Marine Science.
I’ve also asked Council to approve a $100,000 investment in
the Grow Smarter Strategy, a joint venture with the Chamber of
Commerce, and an additional $25,000 for a micro-loan
program for the Tampa Bay Black Business Investment Corp.
These programs invest dollars wisely in efforts to ensure we’re
not only growing, but that thoughtful planning and common
sense are a part of our growth.
As you know, universal curbside recycling for single family and
some multi-family residences began this summer. The
participation rate exceeded our expectations in the areas tested,
but there is still room for improvement. Neighborhood Affairs
Administrator Mike Dove and our sanitation team are evaluating
the program, looking for opportunities to maximize participation.
Preparing our trucks and our alleys for the placement of new
containers is one such consideration.
In closing, I want to thank you for both your passion and your
patience. Downtown St. Petersburg is experiencing another
building boom. With cranes, trucks, and heavy machinery
scattered throughout downtown, things are a little busier and
noisier than usual. But it means we’re heading in the right
direction and creating a city where the sun shines on all who
come to live, work and play.
I hope you will come visit me, call, or email if you have any
questions or concerns. I am here for you.
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Business Briefs...

BUILDING HAS NEW NAME The
tallest building in St. Pete at 200
Central Avenue, has been renamed.
Previously the 28 story building was
The Clock Tower, The Barnett Bank
Plaza, The Bank of American
Building and One Progress Plaza.
Now, it is the Priatek Plaza. Owner
Kucera Properties signed a deal with
the tech company on the 23rd floor,
Priatek for naming rights. Priatek is
an interactive tech advertising
company with 15 employees that
sells advertising promotions. Kucera
claims it is the only tower in the U.S.
to be named for a technology startup company.
___________________________________________________
NEW STRIP CENTER A small strip center is being built on
4th Street N. between 35th and 36th Avenues, near El
Cap. Plans call for a Chipolte and Eye Glass World.
___________________________________________________
STORE OPENING SOON A new Canvas Fashions
Gallery is opening at 1535 4th Street N.
___________________________________________________
PAINT IT FORWARD When Pinot's Palette began in
2009, the founders made a commitment to community
and partners. In its second nationwide painting it forward
event Pinot's Palette has chosen to support St. Jude
Children's Research whose mission is: Finding Cures.
Saving Children. They are donating $15 per guest on
September 30th. The painting that evening will be "Fall
Walk on the Beach". The cost is $35. Pinot’s Palette is
located at 1572 Central Avenue. For details, visit
pinotspalette.com/stpetersburg.
___________________________________________________
COLDWELL MOVES The Coldwell-Banker Realty store
located at 3401 4th Street North did not closed; it just
moved around the corner to 38th Avenue.
___________________________________________________
ELEGANZA Specializing in imported Italian leather, this
store is being built in Wonderland’s previous location on
the southeast corner of 1st Street and 2nd Avenue
N.,across from the Sundial Shopping Center. There are
already locations in Tampa and Sarasota. They hope to
open soon. Get more information at EleganzaLeather.com
________________
NEW CLINIC
NOW OPEN
Signature Urgent
Care is the newest
walk-in medical
clinic downtown.
They offer a variety
of walk-in services,
such as on site
Xrays, EKG, flu
shots, IV fluids,
prescriptions and most occupational medicine services. They
offer treatment for most illnesses and injuries. They accept
all insurances including Medicare and Medicaid. “We have
the best cash prices for patients with no insurance,” says Dr
Faraz Pasha, MD. They are located at 102 2nd Street South,
next to Z Grille.
___________________________________________________
CLOSED The Motecello Hotel on 4th street at 17th
Avenue is closed and due for demolition.
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ROBERT GRAHAM SIGNS FLORIDA
JEAN AS EXCLUSIVE SHOP

Florida Jean continues to supply shoppers with premier
clothing choices. Being signed by Robert Graham as an
Exclusive Shop, Florida Jean will have an exclusive selection
of sport shirts only available at the Sundial. The Robert
Graham Exclusives sport shirts are made in a limited
production and not sold in major department stores.
Florida Jean’s collection includes Limited Editions, X
Collection, Core Sport Shirts, Jeans and Accessories.
The Limited Editions are numbered sport shirts, only
produced in small quantities for the true Robert Graham
enthusiast. The X Collection is a Tailored Fit Shirt great for
the gentlemen that desires a more tailored look. The Core
Collection is available in solid colors for a traditional look.
The Robert Graham denim is a tapered leg jean, with
room in the waist for easy movement, yet contouring to fit
precisely to the leg from the knee down.
As the retail clothing store base continues to grow in
downtown St Pete, upscale merchandise becomes easier to
find. Shopping for the Robert Graham connoisseurs just
got a whole lot easier in St Petersburg!
The men's shirts will arrive throughout the fall season in
sizes from Small to 4XL. Florida Jean has scheduled 4 new
styles per month. The first delivery was in July. The exclusive
designs are unique and boast some of the most vibrant
pieces of wearable art known to the fashion world.
Florida Jean is in the Sundial St Pete shopping complex at
169 2nd Ave North St Petersburg. They are open Monday Saturday 10am to 9pm and Sunday noon to 8pm.

NEW SEASON KICKS-OFF WITH
SEVERAL AMERICAN STAGE ‘FIRSTS’

American Stage Theatre Company opens its 2015-16
“Season of Awakenings” with the Tampa Bay premiere of
Pulitzer-Prize winning playwright, Lynn Nottage’s
INTIMATE APPAREL. The production will be helmed by
the company’s new Producing Artistic Director Stephanie
Gularte, making her Tampa Bay area directorial debut,
and will feature a cast of six actors all making their first
appearance at American Stage.
“I am thrilled to be directing my first American Stage
production and bringing this powerful story to Tampa
Bay audiences,” said Gularte. “From the first time I read
it, I was struck by the heart, the sensuality, and the
modern resonance of this play.”
INTIMATE APPAREL runs through October 11, 2015.
Showtimes will be Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays at 8pm, and Saturdays and Sundays at 3pm.
Tickets range from $29-$59 and are available by phone
(727) 823-PLAY (7529) or www.americanstage.org.
THE PLAY:
New York, 1905: Esther, a proud and shy AfricanAmerican seamstress, creates exquisite lingerie for both
Fifth Avenue boudoirs and tenderloin bordellos. Yearning
for a different life, Esther embarks on a journey to find
love, discovering unexpected friendships that defy race,
class, and religion along the way. Pulitzer Prize-winning
playwright, Lynn Nottage, weaves a beautiful tale of
vulnerability and strength, as Esther struggles between
the path society has chosen or staying true to herself.
WINNER! – Outer Critics Circle Award – “Outstanding
Off-Braodway Play”

ST PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWSLETTER

TWO FLORIDA THEMED EXHIBITS
ST. PETERSBURG MUSEUM OF HISTORY

The St. Petersburg Museum of History has two art
exhibits sharing different stories of Florida’s history.
The Florida Wildlife Corridor – Photography of Carlton
Ward, Jr. is inspired by Ward’s 2012 and 2015 Florida
Wildlife Corridor Expeditions. This photography exhibit
provides a virtual expedition to experience some of
Florida’s most fantastic wildlife and native habitats.
The award-winning conservation photographer selected
each photograph to be a window into Florida’s natural
habitat within the Corridor. The survival of these diverse
landscapes and unique species of wildlife depends on
our ability to keep them connected.
Ward is a founding fellow of the International League of
Conservation Photographers (iLCP) and founded the
Legacy Institute for Nature & Culture (LINC), a non-profit
organization with the purpose of celebrating and
protecting Florida’s natural and cultural heritage through
art. While completing a Master’s degree in Ecology,
Carlton wrote Conservation Photography, the first thesis
on the emerging field.
In 2012, Ward co-led the Florida Wildlife Corridor
Expedition – a 100 day, 1000 mile trek that explored the
last remaining natural path through the length of the
Florida peninsula. The expedition began in Everglades
National Park in January and reached the Okefenokee
National Wildlife Refuge in southern Georgia. In 2013,
the Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition story was
released as a national PBS film.
On January 10, 2015, Carlton, along with
conservationist Mallory Dimmitt and biologist Joe
Guthrie, embarked on another trek to document the
remainder of the statewide Florida Wildlife Corridor
opportunity from the Everglades Headwaters near
Orlando to Gulf Islands National Seashore.
Carlton’s photographs are featured in magazines
including Audubon, Smithsonian, Geo, Nature
Conservancy and National Wildlife. Limited-edition
prints are exhibited in galleries and museums and
available through CarltonWard.com and by visiting the
Carlton Ward Gallery in Tampa, Florida.
Crate Expectations – An Artful Look at Florida Citrus,
offers visitors a journey through the Sunshine State’s
most unique and exotic advertising vehicle.
Iconic colorful art labels featuring everything from
scantily clad Florida females to cowboys and Indians,
were glued to the end of wooden citrus crates and
shipped throughout the United States.
Known as Florida’s first traveling billboards – citrus crate
labels date back to the late 19th Century, but the peak
years for this unique form of Florida advertising was
1920-1950.
On loan from the Florida Museum of History, the exhibit
features 142 citrus labels from various growers
throughout Florida, including the Tampa Bay area.
Crate Expectations – An Artful Look at Florida Citrus is
sponsored by Florida Citrus Grove Winery – a family-run
winery that started as a citrus packer and shipper.
The St. Petersburg Museum of History – celebrating its
93rd year – is located at 335 2nd Avenue NE on the
approach to The Pier. For more information, please call
727.894.1052 or visit www.spmoh.org.
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THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF HURRICANE ELENA

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Friday, August 31st, 1985 was the beginning of Labor Day
weekend. If you lived on a barrier island in Pinellas, you
were told to evacuate that night, for Hurricane Elena.
Hurricane Elena was the first major hurricane of the 1985
season. Moving off Africa on August 23rd, it developed into
a tropical depression near Cuba and quickly strengthened.
Within five days it became a hurricane and moved toward
Pinellas County. As a Category 2 storm, it stalled, going
nowhere, and just sat, spinning 80 miles off the Pinellas
County coast. Pinellas Emergency managers watched it
closely since a Category 2 or 3 storm would bring high
water, high winds and lots of damage if it came ashore.
After about 24 hours an evacuation was ordered.
Because it was a holiday weekend, communications were a
problem. The Pinellas County Commission issues County
Evacuation orders but that night, only two Commissioners
could be located. Assistant County Administrator Bob LaSala
issued the Emergency Order. On Saturday, at 4:35 am, the
Governor activated the National Guard in Pinellas County.
Elena’s unpredictable movements forced the largest
evacuation in history of the U.S. Half a million people from
Sarasota to Louisiana evacuated. 300,000 people in Pinellas
are estimated to have evacuated. Additionally, three
hospitals and 19 nursing homes with 1,860 nursing
residents were evacuated. Because of the massive
evacuation, the storm has no documented storm related
deaths.
Over 113,000 people went to one of the 70 open shelters
which were filled beyond their capacities. Tyrone Square Mall

had planned for 5,000 people but 9,200 showed up.
Seminole Middle School expected 3,500 but 3,740 showed
up. The Red Cross managed 6,500 people at their various
shelters and admits that they were overwhelmed.
The storm caused a total of $1.25 billion in property
damage and beach erosion. 256 homes in Pinellas were
either destroyed or made inhabitable. Over 7,000 mobile
homes were destroyed. At the time, they estimated it would
take up to ten years to replenish the beaches.
Besides the homes along our beach being damaged or
ruined, what most people in the area remember is losing the
Indian Rocks Beach Pier. One of Indian Rocks’ best-known
attractions, the storm knocked it down.
Flooding was a big problem. In addition to the rain (5.5
inches in Clearwater), the hurricane produced a 6 foot storm
surge along the Pinellas Beaches. The tides in Tampa Bay
were 7 feet above normal. By the time the storm reached the
Florida Panhandle, its storm surge was 10 feet.
The storm eventually moved northwest and made landfall
near Biloxi, Mississippi as a Category 3 hurricane. Peak
winds were 125 MPH. At 5pm on Sunday, Governor
Graham lifted the evacuation order. This caused new
problems as cities used different re-entry procedures.
Evacuees were frustrated by security check-points that would
not allow them access to homes in damaged areas.
The name Elena was retired in the spring of 1986 and will
never be used again. It is the only Atlantic storm name to be
retired without causing any direct casualties. Elena is still
among the costliest Atlantic hurricanes in U.S. history.
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IN THE PASTRY AND BAKING WORLD
CHEF MICHAEL OSTRANDER STANDS ALONE

The Maestro’s year-old shop in St. Petersburg next to Sunken
Gardens, appropriately named St. Pete Bakery, is the best
place you’ve never heard about. When you walk in, you
immediately sense the majestic feel of the place with the
plaques of gold medals and pictures of presidents and movie
stars smiling from ear to ear. You realize you can trust Chef
Ostrander when you pick up on the family atmosphere.
Pastry is all Ostrander has ever known. He has over 47 years
of experience in the industry. His career started in trade
school, then immediately following was a ten year career in
the U.S. Army teaching and studying baking and pastry all
over Europe. Following is time in the Army, he taught at
Johnson and Wales in Rhode Island. Ostrander has been an
Executive Pastry chef at several four–star hotels including the
Beverly Hills Hilton, Hotel Del Coronado and Resorts
International and Casino. He also assisted the Hyatt Regency
Grand Cypress in Orlando earning the prestigious 5-star, 5diamond honor. In addition to Johnson and Wales, he taught
at the California Culinary Academy in San Francisco. After
working and training staff at many high end hotels and
private clubs, including Donald Trump’s Mar-A-Lago, he
realized that his passion was teaching.
Now, he is bring his teaching and baking skills to you.
Whether you’re an aspiring young chef, culinary school
graduate, home cook or high school student, Ostrander’s
classes can give you the tools to expand your culinary
horizons. His pastry and baking classes could change your
life.
Ostrander’s classes are six hours of hands-on training taught

every Sunday.
Classes are
small, so you
will receive
one-on-one
training and
instruction.
Class options
include pies,
gourmet
cookies, gluten
free desserts,
European pastries, cheesecakes, breads and more. His
energetic vibe and warm-hearted soul makes anyone have
fun learning under Ostrander.
The $100 fee includes a recipe booklet, all ingredients, light
lunch and priceless instructions. The classes are held on
Sundays from 9:00 to 3:00 pm.
Ostrander also offers a more extensive six month training
program for individuals already in the culinary field wanting
to expand their baking and pastry skills, or for those who
wish to change careers. For information on this program, you
will need to meet with Chef Ostrander in person.
You can visit the bakery Tuesday through Saturday 9 to 6 pm
and on Sundays from 9 to 5 pm. The St. Pete Bakery is
located at 1961 4th Street N., St. Petersburg. For more
information, call 727.554.8837 or send an email to
stpetebakery@verizon.net
Website for class booking: www.chefmichaelostrander.com
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BOOM, BUST, AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT - LECTURE SERIES

St. Petersburg Preservation (SPP) is pleased to announce the
final two programs in the lecture series: Boom, Bust, and
the Built Environment. Thanks to a generous grant from the
Florida Humanities Council, admission to the series is free!
SPP also thanks Estelia Mesimer of Keller Williams Realty for
her generous sponsorship of the series.
St. Petersburg serves as a microcosm for Florida, two tourist
driven economies that surf a continuous wave of boom and
bust in the real estate market. This dramatic cycle is unique
in the larger history of the U.S. and is key to understanding
the city’s identity. Through a mix of talks, panel discussions
and Q & A, these two programs will complete the series'
examination into the history of the boom-bust cycle while
also delving into important questions about how to manage
future growth. The fall programs include:
"Tin Can Tourists in a Roadside Paradise"
Thursday, September 17th 2015, Reception at 6:30 pm;
Program at 7 pm. Sunken Gardens, 1825 4th St. N.
By Ken Breslauer, historic preservationist and author,
specializing in commercial archeology and the study of
Florida's roadside culture. Among his books are, Roadside
Paradise - The Golden Age of Florida's Tourist Attractions
and Historic Sites and Architecture of St. Petersburg, Florida.
Following the collapse of the 1920s boom, Florida attracted
a new breed of entrepreneurs who created legendary
attractions and made tourism the state's new economic fuel.
This program will discuss tourism's role in the boom & busts
and in St. Petersburg's success.
"Roadside Paradise Bus Tour"
Saturday, September 19th, 1 pm to 4 pm. Bus departs from
the Beach Drive parking lot on the Pier approach, 2nd Ave.

NE. $25 is for St. Petersburg members; non-members $30.
Reservations required, call 727 824-7802 or
info@stpetepreservation.org.
Participants will enjoy a step back in time with Ken Breslauer
and St. Petersburg Preservation guides as the historic tourist
attractions, mid-century beach motels, and preserved boom
era signage of St. Petersburg is seen and examined!
"Making Sense of Place: The Quest for a Livable City"
Wednesday, October 21st, reception 6:30 pm; program
7 pm at the Green Bench Brewing, 1133 Baum Avenue
N., St. Petersburg. Speakers are Curtis Ostrodka,
Planning + Design Studio Manager at VHB in Orlando,
Gail Eggeman, Founder/Manager of St. Petersburg
Saturday Morning Market, and others TBD.
As American cities focus on green living and infill
redevelopment as an alternative to car-dependent sprawl, it
behooves us to look to communities that are getting it right.
One such city is not far away, Orlando-where its mayor has
set a course for that city to be the most sustainable in the
country. Meanwhile, St. Petersburg claims the title of
America’s first “green city”. This discussion will examine
economic development, gentrification, local food and
farming, property rights, and civic participation.
Reservations are suggested, by calling (727) 824-7802 or
info@stpetepreservation.org.
For information contact Peter Belmont,
info@stpetepreservation.org or (727) 463-4612
Funding for these programs were provided through a grant from the
Florida Humanities Council with funds from the National Endowment for
the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations
expressed in this series do not necessarily represent those of the Florida
Humanities Council or the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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CLEARWATER JAZZ HOLIDAY

Now in its 36th year, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday
continues its exciting collaboration with Ruth Eckerd Hall to
bring an amazing and diverse lineup of headline acts to
Clearwater in 2015 along with celebrating the 100th
Centennial Celebration of the City of Clearwater.
Presented in the 20-acre landscaped Coachman Park in
downtown Clearwater overlooking beautiful Clearwater
Harbor and the majestic Memorial Causeway Bridge, the
Jazz Holiday is four days and nights of some of the best
live performances in the world presented to the public.
One of the longest-running and best known jazz events in
the country, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday has presented in
concert multiple luminaries of our generation. Clearwater
Jazz Holiday Foundation, a 501c3 organization, has been
center-stage for numerous scholarship and educational
activities to benefit the music students of our communityfrom the blues-loving beginners to piano-playing proteges,
and everyone in between.
Tickets On-Sale NOW starting at $15 in advance.
Children 12 and under are FREE. Limited Reserved Seating
and VIP tickets are also available. For more information,
call the Clearwater Jazz Holiday office at (727) 461-5200,
or visit ClearwaterJazz.com or
facebook.com/ClearwaterJazz
2015 PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
Thursday, October 15th
4:30pm
Gates Open
5:00pm to 6:15pm
Gloria West & The Gents
6:45pm to 8:15pm
The O'Jays
8:45pm to 10:00pm
Gladys Knight
Friday, October 16th
4:00pm
Gates Open
4:30pm to 5:30pm
The Al Downing Tampa Bay
Jazz Assn presents James Suggs
Quintet Guest Dave Stryker
6:00pm to 7:15pm
Poncho Sanchez & His Latin
Jazz Band
7:45pm to 9:00pm
Mindi Abair & The Boneshakers
featuring Sweet Pea Atkinson
9:30pm to 11:00pm
Buddy Guy
10:30pm to 1:30am
Clearwater Jazz Holiday Official
After Party at Capitol Theatre
Saturday, October 17th
2:00pm
Gates Open
2:30pm to 3:30pm
Jack Wilkins Blue & Green
Project
4:00pm to 5:00pm
Phill Fest
5:30pm to 6:45pm
Nicole Henry
7:15pm to 8:45pm
Big Sam's Funky Nation
9:15pm to 10:45pm
Sheryl Crow
10:45pm
Fireworks Presented by HCA
West Florida
Pinellas County Hospitals
10:30pm to 1:30am
Clearwater Jazz Holiday
Official After Party dockside
on The Starlite Majesty
Sunday, October 18th
2:00pm
Gates Open
2:30pm to 3:30pm
REH/CJH Youth Jazz Band with
Dave Stryker
4:00pm to 5:00pm
The Quebe Sisters
5:30pm to 7:00pm
Langhorne Slim & The Law
7:30pm to 9:30pm
The Avett Brothers

Bar & Restaurant News...
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COMING SOON The Wooden
Rooster, a small café on the
north side of the Ovation
building, is under
construction. They plan to
have crepes, sandwiches,
soups and salads. Find them
at 104 2nd Avenue N.
TheWoodenRooster.com.
___________________________
RESTAURANTS AND THE
NEW PIER The City recently asked
bids on restaurant space being created
with the new pier. Richard Gonzmart, President of the
Columbia group, said they are considering bidding either
at the east end, on the uplands or both. The deadline for
proposals is November 5th. The Columbia was the main
Pier restaurant from 1988 until the Pier closed. In 2014,
Columbia announced it would build a ground-based
restaurant near the History Museum, but everything was
put on hold when the first Pier design was rejected.
___________________________________________________
NOW OPEN The Mango Tree Restaurant opened in the
prior location of The King & I. The space was fully
remodeled and has a light Japanese Fusion menu
including sushi. Dinners range from $10 to $30. They
are located at 443 Central Avenue. Call for take-out at
914-7280.
___________________________________________________
SAWGRASS ON CENTRAL This new bar features craft
beer, loose tea, sangria and saki. It is located at 2315
Central Avenue in the Grand Central neighborhood.
Get more info at SawGrassTikiBar.com.
___________________________________________________
ZAYTOON GRILL OPENS Located in the Edge District,
this restaurant recently opened at 1618 Central Avenue.
Owner Waleed Khalel, was born in Jerusalem and has
lived in the U.S. for over 35 years. His wife and
co-owner Mary is from Kentucky. So you might say, they
serve
Mediterranean food with a southern flare.
___________________________________________________
CIDER PRESS CAFE NOW OPEN The first location of
Cider Press in Naples has wowed locals with its Floridainspired, plant-based, modernist cuisine. Food is 100
percent gluten free, no animal products and not heated.
In other words, it is raw and vegan. Find this second
location at 601 Central Avenue. See their menu and
photos
of their dishes at www.CiderPressCafe.com.
___________________________________________________
STILL COMING SOON Tony’s Pizza is opening its third
Pinellas County location, downtown at 535 Central, next
to
Acropolis Greek.
___________________________________________________
ENGINE 9 EXPANDING This small sports bar, located
in the heart of Downtown, is regarded by many locals
as home to the best burgers in the area. Now Engine
No. 9 is expanding into the space to its north, on the
corner. Visit them at 56 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. N.
or their sister location, Engine Rose, on the corner of
29th Street and Central Avenue at the west end of the
Grand
Central District
___________________________________________________
CLOSED
The Dog Bar at 2300 Central Avenue, reported open in
the last newsletter, is already closed.
Top This Pie, at 1535 4th Street North closed in July.

More Restaurant News...
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WE’RE #1 IN BARS Downtown St. Petersburg’s zip
code, 33701, has more bars than any other zip code in
Tampa Bay. According to online realty service
RealtyTrac, there are 24 bars (and another 27
restaurants) that serve alcohol. That amounts to one for
every 277 people living there. Beach Drive alone has
nine places serving alcohol. “Areas with a high density
of bars may be dynamic neighborhoods where buyers
and renters want to be,” says the RealtyTrac report.
Despite the large concentration of bars in 33701,
Downtown is not the #1 zip in Florida. That distinction
belongs to Pensacola’s 32502, which has one bar for
every 148 people. Austin, Texas, is #1 in the U.S.
___________________________________________________
HOFBRAUHAUS HOUSE This long awaited German
beer hall/restaurant is almost ready to open. They are
waiting on final permits and approvals. The restaurant
will be a replica of the legendary Hofbräuhaus in
Munich, Germany. Hofbräuhaus features a traditional
Beer Hall bursting with nightly live entertainment.
Everything will have a bold touch of Bavaria you won’t
forget any time soon
__________________________________________________
PIPOS STILL WAITING The popular long time Cuban
restaurant is returning to downtown in the space
occupied by Apropos. But, there have been some
delays. Pipos has been in the area over 30 years and
owner Raymond Hernandez has locations on 4th Street
N., Bay Pines and Tampa. Find them between Central
and
1st Avenues N., on 4th Street, once they open.
___________________________________________________
UNDER CONSTRUCTION A strip center with three
businesses, two of which will be restaurants, is being
built on 4th Street N. and 14th Aveneus. One restaurant
is going to be a Pei Wei Asian restaurant and the other
is a Burger Monger, known for its Akaushi beef burgers
and hot dogs. Both these restaurants already have other
locations
in the Tampa Bay area.
___________________________________________________
FERGS SUPPORTS PET PAL The Fourth Annual Party
for The Paws will be held at Fergs on September 26th
from 6 to 9pm. Festivities include Adoptable Pet Pal
Dogs, Tie-Dye Creation Station, Doggie Biscuit Bar,
Doggie Cool-Off Pools, Wine Raffles, live music by
Screamin’ Donkey and a total ‘80s Doggie Costume
Contest. All Proceeds benefit Pet Pal Animal Shelter who
is still in need of volunteers to man some of the booths.
Call the shelter at 727-328-7738 to help.
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DELIGHTFULLY PUZZLING DALI EXHIBIT

The Dali Museum will electrify audiences again with the new Escher at The
Dali exhibit. The show highlights M.C. Escher, a renowned artist, whose
visual illusions puzzle and delight audiences worldwide, and is best known
for his “impossible constructions” and use of tessellation. Coming on the
heels of exhibitions from famed artists including Picasso, Warhol and da
Vinci, Escher at The Dali adds yet another inspiring perspective for visitors,
and will run through Jan 3, 2016, just prior to the Museum’s grand
opening of Disney & Dali: Architects of the Imagination.
On loan from the Herakleidon Museum in Athens, Greece, this robust
exhibition features 135 works covering Escher’s entire artistic career. The
show includes an array of the artist’s most famous works such as
“Drawing Hands,” “Reptiles” and “Waterfall” alongside rarely exhibited
early drawings of family members, panoramas of exotic landscapes and
historic architecture of Italy and Spain, original preparatory sketches,
M.C.Escher’s “Bond of Union” ©2015 The M.C.
mezzotints and more.
Escher Company–The Netherlands. All rights
reserved. From the collection of Herakleidon
“Escher, like Dali, played in a serious way with that fundamental question
Museum, Athens, Greece.
of visual art – What is real? Is the world as it looks to be, or have I
constructed an illusion in my mind? Escher delights every viewer with his visual sleights of hand,” said Dr. Hank Hine,
Dali Museum Executive Director.
Escher at The Dali features prints, drawings, a sculpture, wood blocks, a lithograph stone and posters drawn by the
artist to explain his printing techniques. The exhibit delves into his exploration of infinity through tessellation, in which
shapes fit together perfectly without overlapping, including an enormous woodcut “Metamorphosis” (1939-40) which
spans 13-1/2 feet. “Escher’s work is captivating on many levels,” said Curator of the Collection, Joan Kropf. “His
images are realistic but challenging, accessible but elusive, entertaining but serious. This Escher collection has only
been shown at a handful of locations in the U.S. and never in Florida – this is a rare treat for our visitors.”
Special exhibitions, including “Escher at The Dali,” are included in the price of Museum admission along with
complimentary audio guides; private, docent-led tours are available for a fee and upon advanced reservation. For
advance-purchase tickets visit TheDali.org/tickets. To book a private tour, call (727) 628-4778.
The Dali Museum is located at One Dali Boulevard, St. Petersburg. For additional information contact 727-823-3767
or visit TheDali.org.
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APPLYING FOR
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY

by Antonio Viera
If you are unable to work due to an accident, illness or
injury, you could be entitled to monthly payments from the
Social Security Administration. In order to qualify for these
benefits, your medical evidence must demonstrate that you
have been or will be disabled for at least 12 continuous
months. If you qualify for benefits, you would typically
receive a monthly payment and health insurance for as
long as you remain disabled and incapable of working.
Unfortunately, the process to getting benefits can be long
and complicated. Because this process can take so long, it
is important that you apply for benefits as soon as it
becomes apparent that you may be unable to return to
work. The Social Security Administration initially denies
most applications. This means most people have to file
appeals, obtain medical records from all of their medical
sources, get statements of support from family, friends and
doctors, and complete numerous forms and questionnaires
required by the Social Security Administration, all within
strict deadlines. If your application is denied twice, your
only recourse is to request a hearing in front of an
Administrative Law Judge.
Obtaining the help of an experienced disability attorney
can greatly alleviate the burden of this process. Statistics
also show that individuals who are represented are more
likely to be awarded benefits. A knowledgeable attorney
can direct you to community resources that may assist you
get medical treatment for your conditions. The attorney
should also be responsible for obtaining and summarizing
all of your medical records, getting forms completed by
your doctors, filing your appeals timely with the proper
documentation, preparing you for your disability hearing
and representing you before an Administrative Law Judge.
Our law firm has been in continuous practice for over 40
years, and I have personally handled disability cases for
over 15 years. I know that deciding when and whether to
apply for disability benefits is never easy. I invite you to call
our office, 800-529-5655 to schedule a free consultation.

GREAT EXTRAVAGANZA:
RENDEZVOUS IN RIO

Great Explorations Children’s Museum’s annual gala,
Great Extravaganza: Rendezvous in Rio, will be at the
Coliseum in downtown St. Petersburg on Sept. 26, 2015
from 5:30 – 11 p.m. This event will be everything you
expect (and more) from a playful children’s museum.
Guests will be transported to Rio de Janeiro’s famous
Carnival with live entertainment including aerialists, samba
dancers, capoeira fighters and more! Enjoy Brazil’s
signature cocktails, authentic cuisine, dancing and
impressive live and silent auction items.
“We didn’t want an average black-tie event,” said Great
Explorations Children’s Museum CEO, Angeline Howell.
“We wanted to stick with our mission and make the event
fun and playful, like the museum. Our guests will be able
to experience Brazil’s Carnival right here in St. Pete while
supporting an important asset to our community.”
Tickets are $100 for general admission at 7 pm and $200
for VIP. The VIP reception includes early entrance at 5:30
pm, specialty cocktails and passed hors d’oeuvres.
For tickets, sponsorship opportunities and information visit
greatex.org/calendar/rio2015
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THE REAL ESTATE ANSWER LINE

BY LIBBY & RON SALAMONE RE/MAX METRO

Questions: We are thinking about renovating our condo, but we will
probably sell it in a few years. Should we spend the money and remodel
now?
Answer: Renovations will not only make your everyday living more
pleasant, but if done with good design, and using product selections
which appeal to a wide range of buyer tastes, they will also pay you
back at the time of sale.
When you make changes to the interior of your condo, the key is to
choose improvements that build value.
Kitchens are everyone’s hot button. Improving your kitchen doesn't have to be a huge investment. Replacing countertops,
key appliances or cabinet hardware can transform a kitchen's look and impact. If you are going with a complete redo,
choose quality in keeping with the property’s overall value.
Bathrooms tend to age quickly as new designs come along. That is especially true of vanities, mirrors, and lights. Large
expanse of mirror, big round light bulbs, counter height cabinets and over-mount sinks no longer appeal to buyers.
Replacing windows is an improvement you will enjoy and which will definitely add to the value of your condo. Buyers
appreciate the value of new windows and will spend more to buy your condo for the new windows’ appearance, energy
efficiency, wind protection, and sound insulation.
Floors are actually your fifth wall and must coordinate now with your things, and later appeal to a buyer. When choosing
new floors, be they stone, tile, wood, or carpet, invest in neutral or classic. Something quite Avant Guard in 2015, could,
before you know it, have the look of, “Oh so early 21st century.”
Most buyers want to buy condos that are move-in ready. They either don’t want to take the time
and energy to renovate, or they don’t have money for a down payment, and enough cash to do
exactly what they want to update the condo. Besides, buyers who are willing to do renovations, are
all looking for a “really good deal” and only want to buy at a price that is under market value. Go
enjoy your renovations now, and profit from your renovations at closing.

Libby & Ron Salamone - 727-560-667- 727-708-1800 www.StPeteUnique.com

Organizational News...
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DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS CIVIC ASSOCIATION
They are working closely with the Mayor and city council
to create a Bar Squad to enforce noise regulations.
This is an association of associations representing the
interests of the residents of downtown St Petersburg.
Membership is open to all downtown residential
community associations located in the area to the east of
10th Street and from 14th Avenue North to 14th Avenue
South are eligible to be members.
They hold business meetings on the fourth Friday of the
month in Bayfront Tower. Please call if you want to attend
a meeting. Contact Marion Lee, President, at 894-9491
or visit www.StPete-DRCA.org.
FRIENDS OF THE MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY
They meet the first Wednesday of the month at 6pm, the
next meetings are October 7 and November 4th. Call
President, Wayne Finley at 813-767-5503 or email
MWayneFinley@Yahoo.com.
DOWNTOWN ST. PETE TOASTMASTERS
Become an experienced hands-on speaker and leader - it’s
not just a speech class, it’s a journey. City Power
Toastmasters teaches confidence through practice, practice
and more practice. They meet at St. Petersburg Municipal
Services Bldg., One 4th St. N., room 600, 6th floor from
noon to one p.m. each Wednesday. Visit for free and see
what it’s all about. Membership is only a $20 initial fee
and $43 for 6 months. Call Alexis Shuder 727-893-7918.
SECOND TIME AROUNDERS
The Seattle Seafair invited the band to march in their
March (2016) annual Tourchlight Parade and to perform
a feature concert in downtown Seattle. The Seafair is the
oldest and most cherished tradition in Seattle and their
biggest festival of the year. Seafair offers powerboat
races, air shows, local exhibits, live bands and great
food. Parade viewers will see floats, drill teams,
marching bands, enormous helium balloons, equestrian
units and even pirates along the 2.5 mile parade route.
The St Petersburg Second Time Arounders Marching
Band have been pleasing audiences for over 34 years.
Did you play an instrument in high school or college?
Then this is the band for you. They are always looking
for new members. Call 421-2344. Get more information
at SecondTimeArounders.com
ALBERT WHITTED AIRPORT PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Their monthly Pancake Breakfasts at Albert Whitted in the
Hangar Restaurant includes pancakes, eggs, meat, home
fries, grits, orange juice and coffee. People of all ages
are invited. Breakfast is from 8 until 11am. Next events
are October 3rd and November 7th. For more
information on AWAPS, go to www.Awaps.org or call
Terri Griner at 822-1532.
PINELLAS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
The Pinellas County Republican Executive Committee will
hold their next monthly meetings on October 12th
(Columbus Day) and November 9th, 7 pm at Banquet
Masters 13355 49th Street, Clearwater. All registered
Republicans are welcome. For more information, contact
Charlotte Smith at 539-6009 or email
info@pinellasrepublicans.com.
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ART & MUSEUM NEWS

SPF 15 SEPTEMBER 11 - 27
Various locations
www.suncoasters-stpete.com
Celebrating St. Petersburg’s well-known reputation as a
leading arts and cultural destination, the Suncoasters of
St. Petersburg, in conjunction with the City of St.
Petersburg and the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance, are
promoting “SPF 15” which will consist of dozens of
events and activities being produced by local and
national artists, arts organizations and arts-related
businesses in and around the city’s five unique arts
districts. Visit http://stpetefest.org for event times and
locations.
FLORIDA CraftArt
821.7391
501 Central Ave.
FloridaCraftArt.com
Uncommon Couture crosses the boundary between Art
and Fashion just in time for St. Pete Art and Fashion
Week. Fashion Designer Lina Teixeira loves turning the
everyday mundane into beautiful forms of Wearable ART
and is quickly establishing a reputation as an innovative
designer. Her showcase garments in the exhibition tell
the story of one of King Henry’s many doomed wives
and her lady in waiting, all created in surprisingly
beautiful recycled materials.
Her ready to wear collection fuses wearable garments
with recycled materials and her ICONIC Collection
features hand painted one-of-a-kind corsets. Now
through October 24.
BROCANTE VINTAGE MARKET This once a month
market features vintage finds. It is on Saturday and
Sundays at 2200 Second Avenue S.

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
896-2667
255 Beach Dr NE
www.fine-arts.org
Dr. Jerry N. Smith has been appointed as the Hazel and
William Hough Chief Curator at the Museum of Fine Arts.
He begins his new position on Monday, October 19. He is
currently Curator of American and European Art to 1950
and Art of the American West at the Phoenix Art Museum.
The MFA conducted a national search for a new chief
curator. Dr. Smith’s interests complement those of Katherine
Pill, the MFA’s Assistant Curator of Art after 1950.
Five Decades of Photography at the MFA: Featuring the
Dandrew-Drapkin Collection exhibit they will have a Gallery
Talk by Robin O’Dell, Manager of Photographic Collections,
Sunday, Sept. 20. This is also part of SPF15. The exhibit
runs through October 4th.

MOREAN ARTS CENTER
822.7872
719 Central Ave.
MoreanArtsCenter.org.
“Eat Rich, Play Dirty” --- Tickets are now on sale through
www.moreanartscenter.org/eat-rich/ or by calling Guest
Services at 727-822-7872. Tickets are $100 each. Eat
Rich, Play Dirty, from 7 pm to 10 pm Saturday,
September 19, is Morean Arts Center’s annual signature
fundraising event, and is held at Morean Center for
Clay. Tickets include a tantalizing night of live music,
decadent food, delicious drinks and hands-on activities.
September 25: 6pm to 9pm is “Ladies Night at the Hot
Shop.” Cost is $75. Pre-registration is required. Ladies
take home what they create (after the glass art cools in a
few days). You must pre-register at
MoreanArtsCenter.org or call (727) 822-7872

ARTS ON TAP - www.warehouseartsdistrictstpete.com
515 22nd Street South,
For the artisan enthusiast, Arts on Tap on September 25th,
exposes the local arts renaissance taking place in St. Pete
along with craft beer, wine, live art demos and local music.
One of the culminating events of the St. Pete Arts Alliance's
SPF15 Festival, Arts on Tap proceeds benefit the
ArtsXchange project whose mission is to create sustainable,
affordable art studios and educational space in the greater
Midtown community. Every dollar invested in the arts it is
returned five-fold in economic impact. Live art demos from
Zen Glass Studio, Bowls for Good, Tangible Labs, Mark
Anthony and Eva Avenue. Music by Infinite Groove
Orchestra.
Tickets are available online, for $60 each or $110 for a
pair at www.warehouseartsdistrictstpete.org/artsontap

SECOND SATURDAY ARTWALK StPeteArtsAlliance.org
Meet the artists and gallery owners during this casual,
festive evening as over 40 studios and galleries in the
Central Arts District, Waterfront Arts District, EDGE
District, Grand Central District and the Warehouse Arts
District come together as one destination. It is held every
second Saturday of the month from 5-9 pm. Download
the map and list of participants to plan your art evening.
CRAFTYFEST
324-3878
2030 Central Avenue
ArtPoolRules.com
This is monthly market includes local arts, Etsy crafters,
vintage and retro goods, jewelry and plants. It is held
Saturday and Sunday at the Art Pool Gallery

FREE MUSEUM DAY SEPTEMBER 26th
Museums Offering FREE Admission:
Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American Museum, 2240
Ninth Ave. S. • www.woodsonmuseum.org
Florida Holocaust Museum, 55 Fifth St. S.
www.flholocaustmuseum.org
Museum of Fine Arts, 255 Beach Dr. N.E.
www.fine-arts.org
St. Petersburg Museum of History, 335 Second Ave. N.E.
www.spmoh.org
The Dali Museum, 1 Dali Blvd. • (Pinellas County residents
only) www.thedali.org
Participating Venues:
Creative Clay Cultural Arts Center, 1114 Central Ave.
www.creativeclay.org
Morean Arts Center, 719 Central Ave.
www.moreanartscenter.org
Morean Arts Center for Clay, 420 22nd St. S.
www.moreanartscenter.org
Morean Glass Studio & Hot Shop, 719 Central Ave.
www.moreanartscenter.org
DISCOUNTS:
Florida CraftArt Gallery, 501 Central Ave. •
www.floridacraftart.org 10% Gift Shop Discount with $25 or
more purchas
Chihuly Collection, 400 Beach Dr. N.E. •
www.moreanartscenter.org $1 Admission for everyone
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GFWC ST PETERSBURG WOMAN’S CLUB
Sunday, October 4 from 1 – 4pm, is their 2nd Annual
Sport & Exercise Expo. Live waterfront demonstrations.
Vendor based exhibits. Free public admission. Nutrition,
exercise and fun outdoor sports to encourage a healthy
lifestyle are on the menu! Vendors are still welcome. The
event is beautifully situated along Coffee Pot Bayou at 40
Snell Isle Blvd NE. in St. Petersburg.
St. Petersburg Woman’s Club is an all volunteer service
organization whose clubhouse has served as a
community gathering place since 1929. The club was
established in 1913 and continues to offer hands-on
service for charitable and educational purposes. For
information, contact Joanne Walker 727-822-4982.
www.stpetersburgwomansclub.org
ST PETE DNA
General meetings are held quarterly at the Sunshine
Center to provide members information and a forum for
discussion regarding Downtown issues. They are
normally held on the second Thursday. The next one is
Thursday, October 8th where Mayor Rick Kriseman will
be the guest speaker
Porch Parties are held several times a year normally at
area restaurants and businesses. Tickets are $10-15 for
members and $15-20 for non-members. This includes
most food and beverages. Visit www.StPeteDNA.org for
exact dates and locations.
The DNA represents residents and homeowners in the
area between MLK JR. Street, to the waterfront, from 5th
Avenue S. to 5th Avenue N. Membership is $15 a year.
ST PETERSBURG SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
They meet monthly at the Sailing Center, located at 250
2nd Avenue SE. In addition, they sponsor local seminars
and provide courses several times a month including:
Mastering The Rules of the Road: October 14 - This
seminar provides an explanation of the 37 Rules of the
Road relating to recreational boat operation and
provides a starting point for those preparing to take the
USCG License Examination by clarifying complex laws
related to boat operation. You will receive a copy of The
One Minute Guide to the Nautical Rules of the Road. It
is $35 per family. Maximum 20 students per session.
America’s Safe Boating Course: November 2nd - This 7week course is for anyone 12 and older. It covers
Required Safety Equipment, Boat Handling, Rules of the
Road, Navigational Aids, Anchoring, Adverse Conditions,
Communications, Trailering, PWC Operation, Knots and
Lines, and an introduction to charts. Graduates qualify
for a Florida Boating Safety Education ID card and may
also qualify for insurance discounts. The fee is $40 per
family. Maximum 20 students per session.
Pre-registration for all seminars is required at
www.Boating-StPete.org. Contact Jeff Eckhart at 4249800 or email him at JeffEckhart41@Gmail.com for
more information.
ROTARY CLUB OF ST. PETERSBURG
Rotary Club of St Petersburg meets every Friday at noon at
the Orange Blossom Catering facility, 220 4th Street N. For
information, call 822-3277 or visit www.SPRotary.org.

Organizational News...
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HISTORIC OLD NORTHEAST NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN.
Their meetings are quarterly on the third Monday of the
month (except for holidays). The next meeting is
September 21. They meet at the West Minster
Presbyterian Church, 126 11th Avenue NE, 7pm.
Visit HONNA.org or call 269-5521. Peter Motzenbecker,
President, can be reached at President@HONNA.org.
ST PETERSBURG PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Their Movies & Music in the Park will return in October.
Five Thursdays evenings will be movie nights on the
waterfront at North Straub Park.
The regular walking tour resumes in October with twohour tours on Saturday mornings at 10 am. You can
typically catch a one-hour lunchtime tour on the first
Friday of the month during the tour season.
For more information about the organization, visit
www.StPetePreservation.org or contact Peter Belmont,
Chairman, St Petersburg Preservation at 463-4612.
Follow them on FaceBook by searching for Saint
Petersburg Preservation.
GRAND CENTRAL DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
OktoberFest in the Grand Central District is September
19th (from 1pm to 11pm) in the 2900 Block of Central
Avenue. The event features a full day’s line up of local
music, authentic German food, OktoberFest type games,
a children’s area and a large variety of been. For more
info on this go to www.StPeteOktoberFest.com.
For the 4th year in a row,
they held a contest to find
the Best Burger in their
part of town. Their month
long August contest invited
people to pick from eight
participating restaurants
and vote online. The
winners are: The Burg Bar
& Grill (People’s Choice) and Urban Comfort (Judge’s
Choice). The Queen’s Head was second in both
categories. See the entire list on the web site,
www.GrandCentralDistrict.org.
For information on the Grand Central District
Association, call Lauren Ruiz at 828-7006 or email her
at GCDA@GrandCentralDistrict.org.
GFWC JUNIOR WOMEN’S CLUB
This non-profit volunteer organization is for young
women over 18. They meet on the first Tuesday of each
month (except June and July) at 7pm. The next meetings
are October 6th and November 3rd. Visit SPJWC.org or
call Audra Ames 415-6397 to get involved.
PARKS AND REC City of St. Petersburg Parks and
Recreation sponsors the After School Snack Program for
children at recreation center Playcamp and Teen Camps
through the Child Care Food Program. Nutritionally
balanced snacks are provided to all children during the
After School Program in the afternoon. All children and
teens must be currently enrolled in elementary school or
middle school to be eligible to receive a snack. The
program is approved for areas where 50% or more
children qualify for free or reduced price meals during
the school year. Call 727-893-7918 for information.
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EXPLORE THE HEALING POWER OF FORGIVENESS

by Bob Clark, Belleair Christian Science practitioner
Forgiveness is being discussed in some surprising places
these days. No longer confined to discussions about religion
and moral philosophy, forgiveness is expanding its role as a
virtue and important element of physical well-being.
“Conflict doesn’t just weigh down the spirit; it can lead to
physical health issues,” the Healthy Aging page of the Johns
Hopkins Medicine website tells us. The Healthy Lifestyle page
of the Mayo Clinic website includes: “When someone you
care about hurts you, you can hold on to anger, resentment
and thoughts of revenge — or embrace forgiveness and
move forward - Letting go of grudges and bitterness can
make way for happiness, health and peace.”
There’s a powerful illustration of that in a recent cover story
of The Christian Science Monitor. The title sums it up well:
“After 39 years in prison, an epic tale of innocence found
and bitterness lost.”
Ricky Jackson is a living, walking example of forgiveness. He
recently had a false conviction, which was based on the lie of
a 12-year-old boy, overturned.
The article explains Jackson has “had a lot on his mind since
he left prison. He’s been thinking about what to do with the
remainder of his life. About what to make of the lie that
landed him on death row at 18, the longest-serving
wrongfully convicted person in American history. It’s a lie that
tested the limits of human forgiveness and resilience. A lie
that forced him to not let his circumstances, define who he is.”
Most of all, he sought to maintain a sense of humanity in a
place where it was hard to find. “I tried to be the kind of
person my mother wanted me to be,” he said. “I was a guy
in prison. But they were never going to make me a prisoner.”

Jackson is out of prison now and forgiven the man who falsely
accused him and whose recantation set him free. How do
you forgive something so wrong? Start small, Fred Luskin,
Ph.D., the director of the Stanford Forgiveness Projects and
senior consultant in health promotion at Stanford University
told PBS, “Forgiveness can start small. “Practice on the small
things in your life: The next time you get mad at anybody for
a triviality, practice forgiving them. Make it a conscious
choice to let it go and notice how good it feels. When you’re
mad at somebody, ask yourself: ‘Is it worth it to me right now
to suffer?’ Ask someone who’s practiced forgiveness. They’ll
give you a glowing report about its value in their life. Don’t
just take my word for it.”
Recently, the people who spoke at the bond hearing for
Dylann Roof, accused of killing nine people at the Emanuel
AME Church in Charleston, S.C., offered Roof forgiveness,
even as they described their pain. Nadine Collier, whose
mother was killed, told Roof: “You took something very
precious from me. I will never talk to her again. I will never
be able to hold her again. But I forgive you.”
When forgiveness seems nearly impossible, I have found
prayer can make the difference. Sometimes I think of prayer
as a two-step process: a humbling and quieting of the
human mind, in which all resentment and hurt reside, and a
reaching out to understand the divine as my true source of
thought. If you’re like me, when you open that mental door
you can literally feel the tension and pain of anger being
washed away on an incoming tide of divine love.
It’s a powerful and unforgettable feeling. It restores
mental and physical health. And best of all, you can
come back as often as you need to.
Read Bob Clark’s blog at simplyhealthyflorida.com.
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7TH ANNUAL CLEARWATER SUPER
BOAT NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
& SEAFOOD FESTIVAL

One of the most thrilling super boat races, the ‘fastest show
on water,’ will return to the white sugar sand coast of
Clearwater, Fla. Sept. 25-27, 2015. The City of Clearwater
will be home to the 7th annual Bright House Clearwater
Super Boat National Championship and Seafood Festival.
This three-day festival includes activities for the entire family
such as VIP parties, racers village, seafood vendors, a
spectacular fireworks display and the racing of the world’s
fastest offshore powerboats.
The premier offshore sporting event takes place just off the
shore of Clearwater’s beautiful and award-winning
beaches. Superboats equipped with F-16 canopies and
traveling at extreme speeds of 180 miles per hour will
compete on a 2.5-mile racecourse. To experience all the
action, spectators can watch the event from the beach, Pier
60, various VIP viewing parties, and from designated
spectator fleet viewing area.
Events will begin Friday, September 25 at Baystar Race
Village in downtown Clearwater, where the superboats will
be on display in the annual Super Boat International
Parade. On Saturday, the Seafood Festival takes place
between 10 am and 10 pm in Coachman Park. Guests
can indulge in a variety of seafood specialties, refreshments
and souvenirs from vendors and end the night watching
the fireworks display hosted by Pier 60 Concessions. Races
begin on Sunday with races taking place at noon, 1:30
and 3 p.m. Following the races, is the Miss Clearwater
Corona Girl Pageant at Shephard’s Beach Resort, the
official “Beach After Party.” The day concludes at 5:30
p.m., with the Bright House Clearwater Super Boat Awards
ceremony at Baystar Race Village in Coachman Park.
For more information about the races, visit
www.clearwatersuperboat.com. If you are unable to attend
the National Championship, the race will be streamed live
at https://livestream.com/sbi/clearwaterbeach2015.

SYNERGY SPORTS MEDICINE
AND FITNESS

by Karen Hoyt, Owner of Synergy Sports Medicine and Fitness

I believe the human body is a complex and amazing
structure of multiple systems working together.
Consequently, it also has an amazing ability to heal and
return to a more normal/homeostatic state of function.
Therefore, I work not only the injured tissue but the whole
body, as it relates to the current injury, to promote optimal
healing and wellness.
I am very excited to provide one-on-one physical therapy,
wellness, and post-injury training services to the community.
My treatment philosophy is geared to providing a personal
service that helps each person understand and address the
true cause of their pain and injury. I enjoy educating
people on how to workout and train safely. Synergy Sports
Medicine and Fitness clients receive a combination of
hands-on therapeutic techniques as well as nonmanual
exercises specific to their problem. Additionally, all clients
have 6 day a week access to me for questions and
consulting regarding their home program and relevant
training. As soon as possible, we go over your training
regimen (if you have one) and adjust it to more safely
attain the goals you are striving for.
Please call me if this feels like a fit for you, 727-408-0616
so I can help you find a program designed just for you.
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THE RIES BROTHERS - A BAND OF BROTHERS

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Sometimes when they play, you get the
feeling you are witnessing greatness in
the making. I had that feeling the first
time I heard the Ries Brothers at a
local bar.
The Ries Brothers, young musicians
who are clearly moving up the music
industry ladder both locally and
nationally, live in Belleair Bluffs. The
Tampa Bay Times just recently named
them one of the Top 10 local bands of
2015.
Charlie (19) and Kevin (16) really are
brothers. When you meet them, you
might even think they are twins. They
are the same height with the same
hairstyles and act like typical teenagers.
Kevin, the front man plays the guitar
and provides background vocals.
Charlie, plays three instruments, he is
usually in the back on the drums,
playing bass on the keyboard and
singing – all at the same time!
The brothers have music in their
blood. Three of their grandparents
were musicians in Chicago. “Both the
boys started playing the piano at six,”
says mom and band manager, Jenifer.
“The boys picked it up from day one
and have since added many other
instruments to their repertoire.”
In addition to music, they play a lot of
sports, so when you approach their
house, you see the typical teenage
things — baseball equipment,
skateboards and even a skim board.
But inside, the house is like being in a
Hard Rock Café. Signed guitars are
mounted on the walls. There are
framed album covers and photos of
famous musicians everywhere. The
living room has a grand piano, a
dozen guitars, several amps and
microphones set to their height.
Their first paid job was May 27, 2012,
at the Crabby Bill’s Loading Dock in
Indian Rocks Beach when Kevin was
only 13. The boys have played at Gill
Dawg, Seabreeze Island Grill, Quaker
Steak & Lube, Fox Jazz Club, and
other local establishments.
On a larger level, the Ries performed
at the Capitol Theatre, Ruth Eckerd
Hall, The Mahaffey, The Coliseum,
Clearwater Jazz Holiday, Vinoy Park,
Van’s Warped Tour, Tampa’s Hard
Rock Café, The Straz Center, Blast
Friday, First Friday and The Florida
Strawberry Festival.
In 2013, they became the youngest
lead-in act to a headliner at the
Clearwater Jazz Holiday where they

Charlie (left) and Kevin (right) with the band Chicago

opened for Chicago. When asked
which has been their most memorable
concert, they both agreed it is Ryman’s
Auditorium in Nashville, the original
home of the Grand Ole Opry. “To play
a place like that, where some of
music’s most famous have played,
gives you the chills,” says Charlie.
“Even Elvis played there.”
What is amazing is their selection of
music. It is the music from the 1970s
and ‘80s including Led Zepplin, The
Who, Rolling Stones, Pink Floyd and
even the Beatles. This is music that was
popular years before they were born.
How did they learn it and why do they
perform it?
“My father was a great influence on us
in the beginning,” says Kevin. “We
listened to whatever he listened to,
then we learned to play those songs.”
But their versions began to deviate
from the originals, as they began
adding their own special twists. They
also write many of their own songs.
“Run To The Sea” a new song they
wrote is about life near the beach. It
has become one of their favorites.
The Ries Brothers finally had a chance
to headline their own major show,
when they played at the Murray
Theater, the new smaller theater at
Ruth Eckerd Hall in August.
The show sold out in just two weeks.
They have a new album due out soon.
A shorter, 3-song mix tape, was
available at the August show. After the
show, they left for Asbury, N.J. to play

with Vini Lopez, Bruce Springsteen’s
original drummer. He is a Rock-N-Roll
Hall of Fame drummer and founding
member of the E Street Band.
Now, bigger shows and touring have
left the brothers with no time for school
or the local pub scene. Previously, they
attended Shorecrest Preparatory, but as
the demands of rehearsing and
performances have increased, the
brothers enrolled in virtual schooling to
finish their education.
“I remember when the brothers first
started playing at Crabby’s three years
ago,” Pauly Jenkins from Crabby Bill’s
in Indian Rocks Beach said. “People
would comment on how well they
played considering how young they
were. Charlie & Kevin are talented
beyond their years. It is great to see
how they’ve grown as entertainers and
performers. I used to hear ‘the Ries
brothers are good for how young they
are.’ Today, people are more likely to
say ‘the Ries Brothers are awesome
performers’ without mentioning their
age as a qualifier for their talents.”
“We enjoy our relationship with the
entire family and we are proud of
what they are accomplishing. We hope
as their star continues to rise, they will
come back and play a few sets at our
little venue even if we have to hire
crowd control,” Jenkins says smiling.
Learn more about the Ries Brothers on
their website, www.RiesBrothers.com.
You can also find them on FaceBook
and You Tube.
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BREAST CANCER VOYAGE FUNDRAISER

When The Electric Marina’s founder, Nancy Frainetti was searching for
a way to demonstrate the cruising range of her company’s new Island
Packet L24e, solar-assist, electric launch, she set her sights on the
Intracoastal Waterway from Miami to Jacksonville, FL.
Nancy wanted to make this 360 mile voyage for a specific purpose-one that symbolized the steady energy needed to endure a challenge.
She found this purpose in the life generating work done by a
Jacksonville non-profit called, The Donna Foundation,
www.donnahickenfoundation.org, an organization raising money to
support breast cancer patients and their families, surviving the long haul of cancer treatment.
The Donna Foundation was created in 2003 by Donna Hicken Deegan, a three-time breast cancer survivor herself, who
learned firsthand the financial challenges breast cancer can cause a family. Prior to her breast cancer, Donna was a
beloved anchor for First Coast News and since leaving WTLV has become the backbone advocate for helping women and
men dealing with breast cancer, find the resources to go the distance and beat their cancer.
Nancy contacted Julie D. Terrazzano, The Donna Foundation’s director, and explained her vision to use her L24e launch to
symbolize the energy needed to cruise from Miami to Jacksonville while creating awareness for their foundation. She
pledged to do what she could to raise sponsorship and donations along the way, which The Electric Marina will donate
100% of the net proceeds to The Donna Foundation to further its work.
The voyage was plotted; the purpose was set. Now Nancy needed a first mate to assist her in this lengthy voyage, so who
better to recruit as another volunteer, than her sister, Paula Frainetti, founder of Metafit Solutions. Metafit Solutions is a
Pittsburgh, PA, personalized lifestyle testing company that teaches people how to make realistic health changes for disease
prevention and chronic disease management. www.metafitsolutions.com. Pooling together their passions, Nancy and Paula
have launched the first of its kind – The Electric/Solar First Coast Voyage of Hope.
On October 27th, 2015 in Miami Beach, this unique fundraiser will commence on its 9-day voyage. It will be a beacon of
energy and courage as the two sisters chart their way to Jacksonville, demonstrating the efficient and lasting will power of
this electric launch. Its message of “going the distance” for breast cancer patients will unite people along the way culminating and achieving its goal, just as breast cancer survivors do every day.
Nancy is asking for our hometown support by visiting www.electricmarina.com, whereby you may track the voyage, interact
with Nancy and Paula and hear breast cancer survivor stories of those who will be warmly welcomed aboard. She also
asks for you to please consider donating to this worthy cause.
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REFLECTIONS OF MY TIME ON THE CITY COUNCIL

by Bill Dudley
As I look back and reflect on the past eight years that I have served on the St.
Petersburg City Council, I can’t help but think of all the great people that make
this city such a great place to live, play and raise our families. I take great pride
in knowing that we have weathered the worst recession in our lifetime and the
sacrifices that our city employees made to insure that our residents didn’t feel its
real impact. During the eight years we covered many topics, made some
ordinances and resolutions that impacted our city generally, and neighborhoods
more specifically. The dynamics of the city have changed dramatically over the
past eight years. Our city is bubbling with activity and is nationally recognized as
a destination for arts, culture, and opportunity. The activity downtown is
unbelievable and continues to grow. This is not by chance, but by careful
planning by an entire community. It has been a great honor and privilege to
have been a part of this renaissance. We may not have always agreed, but I can
tell you that I listened, heard and respected your point of view.
Bill and his wife Michelle
Of course the Pier was a huge controversial topic and one that divided our city.
Although a lot of thought went into the original concept, and considerable effort
was made to minimize controversy, it was not meant to be. Despite numerous meetings for public input and
recommendations from consultants to help us through the process, the end result of the first round was failure. Round
two was better, but even that wasn’t without controversy. After a few late night meetings, the council approved the
recommendation to go forward with the Pier Park design. This redesign of the pier directly ties into one of the other
major development pieces, the Downtown Waterfront Master Plan. Although it will take some time, the plan gives us a
blueprint for the future. As the plan continues to expand, input from the community is both needed and welcome.
Additionally, the Council approved funding to build a much-needed police station with construction beginning shortly.
This will provide our police with state of the art equipment and a first rate facility. Law enforcement needs our support.
Also in the cue are plans for a new Fire Station at Fossil Park. This has been a priority of mine for eight years and now
with available funding this will finally come to be. Another one of my priorities is rebuild a much-needed Community
Center in Shore Acres. This is also on schedule to be built in the near future.
Again, thank you for the opportunity to be of service to the citizens of this great city.
Bill Dudley has represented District 3 for almost eight years, where he has lived for over 56 years. His term expires
January 2, 2016 and he is prevented from running again due to term limits.
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SPF 15 CHALK WALK

Tampa Bay Businesses for Culture & the Arts and the St.
Petersburg Arts Alliance team up to bring the TBBCA
Chalk Walk to SPF 15, St. Petersburg Festival Celebration
of the Arts
Watch talented commissioned artists bring amazing chalk
drawings to life! The Arts Alliance is helping bring the
Tampa Bay Businesses for Culture & the Arts’ TBBCA
Chalk Walk to St. Petersburg as part of SPF15, the St
Petersburg Festival, on September 26th from 9-5, and
Sunday, September 27th from 10-5 in South Straub Park
in downtown St. Petersburg.
Art transforms the street in this community celebration that
is a true conversation between artist and the public. Chalk
art is a performance art, where the process of creating the
work may be even more important than the finished
piece. The public gets a rare glimpse into the way art is
produced at all stages, and the artist gains in the
conversation, perhaps being inspired by new perspectives.
TBBCA Chalk Walk has been enjoyed by people of all
ages and levels of art appreciation for the past 7 years.
“We are proud to offer the TBBCA Chalk Walk with our
pARTner St. Petersburg Arts Alliance,” says Susana
Weymouth, TBBCA Executive Director. “It is a great chance
to support talented artists while providing a free, fun,
family-friendly and accessible program for our community
and driving the public to area museums and businesses.”
The Suncoasters of St. Petersburg with the City of St.
Petersburg and the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance will present
the St. Petersburg Festival over 18 days with some 30
events that celebrate the arts. In addition to the live TBBCA
Chalk Walk, SPF-15 will spotlight other cultural activities
and events the last weekend, including Arts Alive!, the
annual free Museum Day; the St. Pete Wine and Food
Festival in North Straub Park; and the Central avenue
Solstice. It will be a weekend to celebrate the arts, with
most events presented free of charge.
For more information, please visit www.stpetefest.org

SLOW PITCH SOFTBALL LEAGUE

Slow pitch softball men’s and coed adult league’s Fall
season begins the week of September 28. Games are
played at Woodlawn, 1450 16th Street N. Teams are
A.S.A registered and sanctioned. $375 league team fees.
Visa, MasterCard, cash and checks payable to the city of
St. Petersburg. Athletics 727-892-5223 or
www.stpeteparksrec.org/adult-leagues.html for registration
and information. Registration is open through Friday,
September 18, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Athletics Office,
1400 19th Street N., Bldg. A.

USFSP CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

The University of South Florida celebrated its 50th year in
St Petersburg earlier this month. At the event, Mayor Rick
Kriseman unveiled the co-naming of Second Street S.,
which will also be known as University Way. The event was
the beginning of a year-long celebration which will
culminate in a springtime gala and the grand opening of
the new Kate Tiedemann College of Business building.
“This anniversary provides us with a wonderful opportunity
to look back and celebrate all we have accomplished over
the years,” said USFSP Regional Chancellor Sophia
Wisniewska. “It also gives us a chance to look ahead—to
imagine how much more we can become”.
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1ST SUPERHERO 5K, WALK
& STROLLER ROLL

Benefiting Guardian ad Litem Foundation Tampa Bay

Make a difference in the life of an abused or neglected
child today by participating in the 1st SuperHero 5K
Run, Walk and Stroller Roll. This event will raise
community awareness for the 3,000 children in Pinellas
and Pasco Counties who have been removed from their
homes by no fault of their own. Monies raised will make
a difference in the lives of children in foster care here in
our local community.
The family friendly all-ages and abilities event will be
held on Saturday, September 26, at War Veterans’
Memorial Park, 9600 Bay Pines Boulevard, St.
Petersburg. The race course includes on and off-road
paths, extensive tree canopies, relics honoring heroes of
Pinellas County (fallen service members), and portions
of the course will overlook the beautiful Boca Ciega Bay.
We will kick off at 7:30 a.m. with the 5K Run and will
also have a 1 mile fun run for children. All participants
will receive a medal. Superhero costumes are
encouraged – grab a group of friends or colleagues
and form a team to multiply the fun. Can't attend but
want to help? We are still seeking sponsorships.
Contact: Amy Foster, Executive Director Guardian ad
Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay, AmyF@galf6.org
Join them September 26, at the War Veterans’
Memorial Park, 9600 Bay Pines Blvd, St. Pete, 7am Register today at www.HerotoaChild.org

DECKER ROSS INTERIORS COMPLETES PROJECT

Decker Ross Interiors is pleased to announce the completion of its latest downtown project,
the Amenity Areas at Rowland Place. Both Living and Game Rooms feature dark espresso
wood floors, crown moulding and a neutral grey and taupe color scheme, with pops of
vibrant orange. The beautiful baby grand piano, fireplace and built in bookshelf nooks, is
complimented by sophisticated furnishings and design elements. The Game Room provides
more casual comfort with a pool table, TV and high top tables surrounded by leather
barstools featuring nailhead trim and decorative hardware on the backs. The neutral color
palette and designer touches continue through the hallways of the Art Nouveau building.
The Living Room design reflects the
“We love the luxury urban vibe and happening restaurant, shop, and cultural arts scene of classical elegance of the building’s
architectural details.
St. Pete’s downtown area”, commented ASID designer and owner, Suzan Decker Ross.
“We’ve completed projects in Ovation, Signature Place, residences in the historic neighborhoods of Old Northeast and
Allendale, Nature’s Table Restaurant, and we’re currently working on the Towns on Fifth project”, she added.
Established in 1993, Decker Ross Interiors is an award winning, full service Interior Design firm specializing in Residential
and Commercial design. Their showroom, at 1445 Court St., in Clearwater, has two showrooms featuring the latest design
trends. The professional design team can take a project from inception to completion, assisting clients in avoiding costly
mistakes. From blueprints to finishing touches, they can create a professional transformation in any style – from coastal to
transitional… contemporary to traditional.
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SNELL ISLE RESIDENTS LAUNCH
FOUR-DAY WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL

Matt Dieter and
Dawna Stone, Snell
Isle residents and
longtime business
partners, are
launching an
upscale, four-day
wine and food
festival in North
Straub Park
September 24-27.
The husband and
wife team are experienced event entrepreneurs, selling
their last event company three years ago to an industry
giant. The two enjoyed a short hiatus during which
Dawna wrote a bestselling cookbook entitled “The
Healthy You Diet”
For Dawna, the opportunity to combine her new passion
for food with her love of producing large-scale events
was too good to pass up. “As we discussed potential
business ideas, often over wine and sushi on the Vinoy
veranda,” she says with a smile, “the ideas we kept
returning to involved wine, beer and food-themed
events. So we decided to combine them into the St. Pete
Wine & Food Festival.”
From their offices over Bella Brava on Beach Drive, the
pair worked to lay the groundwork for “something special”
as Dawna puts it. Deciding to start with 3 events (a charity
pairings dinner benefitting the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance,
a craft beer festival and a two-day wine and food grand
tasting) they set about finding the perfect location. It turned
out to be just a few hundred feet away in North Straub
Park. “What’s better than great food, wine and beer on
the waterfront?” asks Matt.
To pull off their dream event, they would need amazing
food and beverage partners. “Dawna and I sat down
and listed what we thought were the best restaurants in
St. Pete, the beaches and Tampa. Then we called them
and invited our hand-picked choices to be part of the
event.” As restaurant after restaurant signed on the pair
felt increasingly confident they made the right choice.
But when the tasting selections poured in they really got
excited. “Wow!” says Dawna, “Our restaurant partners
went above and beyond. From blackened octopus to
short rib mezzaluna to duck rilette, we were
overwhelmed by the offerings. I hope I can take a break
from working the event to try them all!”
For BEER Night St. Pete, they set out to combine the best
local brewers (several of whom are friends) with awardwinning regional and national brews and ciders. “We
picked our beer list with the same care as our restaurant
partners. BEER Night will be an amazing chance to taste
quite a few beers that you can’t easily find.”
They’ve secured great food, wine and beer partners,
laid out an amazing site plan (complete with two
10,000+ s.f. tents) and gotten the word out with a huge
team of marketing partners. What else could they need?
“Just a few thousand people who enjoy the good life!”
says Dawna with another smile.
For information on The St. Pete Wine & Food Festival
and to buy advance tickets visit
www.StPeteWineAndFoodFest.com

ST PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWSLETTER

ART MEETS ADVOCACY WITH A MURAL AT CASA’S THRIFT STORE

It takes three to five days to transform a wall from an empty canvas into an image of empowerment. That gave
spectators a window of time to watch artist Derek Donnelly create a mural for CASA (Community Action Stops Abuse),
the official domestic violence center for southern Pinellas County. The new mural was painted on the eastern wall at
CASA’s thrift store Sept 5 – 10. The finished work was revealed at a special Mural Unveiling event with a “meet the
artist” and music, September 12, at the CASA Collections Thrift Shoppe, 1011 First Ave N, St. Petersburg.
“I am thrilled to have the opportunity to work with CASA, which is such a vital organization,” said muralist Derek
Donnelly. “Helping people is an integral part of my mission as an artist, and I can’t think of a better organization to
accomplish that with.”
CASA's mural project received generous grant support from the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance, and was painted in
conjunction with the Shine Mural Festival and SPF15. “Our art community has shown incredible solidarity with CASA’s
mission,” said Shandra Riffey, Acting Executive Director of CASA. “Earlier in the year we received pieces from over
one hundred local artists to help make our recently opened domestic violence shelter a warmer place of healing. With
the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance and Derek Donnelly’s support, that same message of support and possibility will also
adorn the walls at CASA Collections Thrift Shoppe.”
CASA, Community Action Stops Abuse, has been providing lifesaving services to women, men, and children living
with domestic violence since 1977. For more than 35 years, the community has relied on CASA to provide a safe
refuge, crisis intervention, advocacy, prevention, professional training, outreach, and community education to end
domestic violence and bring hope, independence and peace to families in southern Pinellas county.
CASA’s vision is a community without domestic violence so that home is a safe place. CASA’s mission is to raise our
voices against violence through advocacy, empowerment and social change.
The Sonia Raymund Foundation announced that it will match new donations to CASA’s capital campaign, dollar for
dollar. All donations to CASA’s shelter will be doubled automatically under the new program, until the $1 million
matching fund is depleted. Please donate online at www.casa-stpete.org/shelter, by phone at (727) 895-4912, or by
sending a check with “Shelter” written in the memo line to P.O. Box 414, St. Petersburg, FL 33731. People seeking
information on available naming opportunities in their new facility are encouraged to contact John Biesinger at
jbiesinger@casa-stpete.org or (727) 895-4912 x105.
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NOT JUST ANOTHER MUSIC FESTIVAL

“Heritage, community, the
destination, the venue, an annual
culture of music and perhaps most of
all - education,” offers Steve
Weinberger, CEO of the Clearwater
Jazz Holiday Foundation, “these are
some of the things that define who
we are and our impact. We are so
much more than just another
festival.”
Although serving in a new role as the
Foundation’s CEO, Steve is no
stranger to the Clearwater Jazz
Holiday family. Steve practiced law
for nearly 15 years in Clearwater
and was a partner with the Johnson,
Pope law firm. For as long as he
practiced law, he wore many hats on
the Foundation’s Board of Directors,
the group responsible for securing
the funding and partnerships
necessary to sustain the Clearwater
Jazz Holiday music festival, now a
nationally and internationally
recognized music festival, spanning
four days every October. The event
draws tens of thousands every year
to Clearwater’s Coachman Park and
brings a tremendous economic
impact. However, the Foundation’s
presence can be felt all year long.
“I think more folks are beginning to
understanding and appreciate the
enormous cultural impact we have
throughout the year leading up to the
festival, including our popular High
Note Society events and various
educational programs,” Steve
explains.
The High Note Society is one of the
most popular ways to support the
Foundation and its initiatives (“And to
get the best seats in the house”). It is
a social, networking arm, consisting
of individuals, businesses, jazz
enthusiasts, and pure music lovers,
founded as means to provide support
for the festival as well as to promote
music education and arts in the
community. These events have
evolved and now draw crowds of
300-500 and showcase local
musicians.
Steve adds, “Our Education and
Outreach Committees are committed
to creating performance
opportunities through out the year for
local musicians and aspiring young
musicians. We are known for
showcasing incredibly talented,
young, home-grown musicians,
helping to promote them, creating
opportunities for them to learn,
helping them to build confidence,

and helping to create new fans.”
Before accepting the full time CEO
position, Steve served on the
Foundation’s Executive Committee in
the roles of Secretary, Vice-President,
President, and Past President, always
helping to grow and steer the festival
to new heights.
“Steve’s positive and youthful drive,
and dedicated spirit over many years
have truly given our non-profit
foundation new life, and has led us
beyond our goals. His commitment
to always delivering a quality
experience to the community each
year is extraordinary,” says Larry
Gerwig, Executive Vice-President,
Creative Contractors, Inc. and past
Jazz Holiday President.
“The Jazz Holiday board needed to
reflect the emergence of the younger
demographic in our community who
have a passion for jazz and jazz
education and insight into how we
could expand our base of supporters.
Steve was not only a source of
inspiration but effective
methodologies on how to achieve
our goals. He has been a gift to us
that keeps on giving,” adds Bill
Horne, Clearwater City Manager.
Education is a core component to the
Foundation’s mission. In addition to
providing scholarships and grants to
young people with a background
and interest in music and advanced
jazz students such as those accepted
to Ruth Eckerd Hall’s elite jazz
programs, the Foundation also
organizes a widely accepted History
of Jazz Education Outreach program
in the school system at no cost to the
schools. The program reaches

thousands of Bay Area middle and
elementary school students,
educating them about the history of
jazz through a creative
lecture/performance presentation
and building a next generation jazz
audience.
“The Foundation partnered with
prominent, local jazz and music
educator Frank Williams III and an
amazing professional group of local
jazz musicians to develop a creative
lecture/performance presentation
and build a next generation jazz
audience,” says Dick Crowl, longtime Foundation Board Member with
a strong focus on education
initiatives. “The live, interactive jazz
music experience is designed to
educate students about the culture,
history, and feel of jazz and its
evolution as a unique, American art
form.”
Other education initiatives include
unique, event-based learning
experiences at the festival for
students in area high schools and
universities, touching on all facets of
the event production and include
photography, journalism, stage and
video production, culinary arts,
graphic design and merchandising.
The Foundation and its Education
Committee aim to broaden the reach
of these programs and create new
opportunities and partnerships in
coming years.
The Clearwater Jazz Holiday music
festival is October 15-18. For more
information about the festival, its
education programs, and
volunteering visit
www.clearwaterjazz.com.
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

This year, Fire Prevention Week starts with an Open House
at all St. Pete Fire Stations Saturday, October 3 from 10
am to 12 pm. Stop by and meet your local firefighters!
For a listing of all St.Petersburg Fire & Rescue Stations visit:
www.stpete.org/fire/stations.html
In addition, St.Petersburg Fire & Rescue is joining forces
with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) during
Fire Prevention Week to remind local residents about the
importance of having working smoke alarms in the home
and testing them monthly.
According to the latest NFPA research, working smoke
alarms cut the chance of dying in a fire in half.
Meanwhile, almost two-thirds of home fire deaths resulted
from fires in homes with no smoke alarms or no working
smoke alarms.
To celebrate Fire Prevention Week, St. Petersburg Fire &
Rescue will be hosting the 26th Annual Fire Prevention
Block Party on Saturday October 11th. This year’s theme is
“Hear the Beep Where You Sleep: Every Bedroom Needs a
Working Smoke Alarm." This event will take place on
Saturday, October 10th at the family friendly Campbell
Park, located at 601 14 Street South St.Petersburg, from
10:00 am - 2:00 pm.
The Fire Prevention Block Party will feature a variety of fun
and educational activities for all ages including: a
showcase of Fire & Rescue apparatuses, St. Petersburg
Police Department K-9 demonstration, Fit4AllKids Teen
Chili Cook-Off Challenge, Bayflite helicopter landing,
bounce houses, face painting and much more! Free food
and drinks will be provided throughout the day.
This year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign includes the
following smoke alarm messages:
•Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each
separate sleeping area and on every level of the home,
including the basement.
•Interconnect all smoke alarms throughout the home. This
way, when one sounds, they all do.
•Test alarms at least monthly by pushing the test button.
•Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old or
sooner if they don’t respond properly.
•Make sure everyone knows the sound of the smoke
alarm and understands what to do when they hear it.
St.Petersburg Fire & Rescue’s HomeSAFE program
provides free smoke alarms to single family homeowners
in need living in St. Petersburg. Firefighters install the
alarms in the home, and upon request will also check
homes for various fire and injury hazards including pool
safety checks. Requests for these services are captured on
the automated Home SAFE hotline at 893-SAFE.
If you have any questions, please contact: Lt. Steve
Lawrence, Deputy Fire Marshal/PIO, 727-831-1370
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VISIT THE MOREAN ARTS CENTER GLASS STUDIO AND HOT SHOP

by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Have you ever seen those one-of-akind glass dish or plate creations at a
major art shows and wondered “how
did they make that?” A trip to the
Morean Hot Shop and Glass Studio
can show you the answers to those
questions.
The Morean Hot Shop and Glass
Studio is a special production facility
located on the northeast corner of
the Morean Arts Center’s block at
719 Central Avenue. The Hot Shop is
behind the Glass Studio store and the
entrance is off 1st Avenue North.
They produce many types of art
objects made with clear and colorful
glass on site which are sold in their
attached Glass Studio retail store.
Their store is the largest retail glass
store in the Tampa Bay region.
The Morean Hot Shop is called that
for a reason. It is really a hot. Seven
days a week, on-staff artisans Paulie
Maiville, a glass artist for 30 years
and David Spurgeon turn on the
ovens and start the process to make
glass art. But when you visit the Glass
Studio store, you immediately see not
all glass art is alike. Each piece is
similar to a snowflake...each a little
different even if you try to make them
the same. Of course a snowflake
would not survive within a mile of this
place. It is that hot.
“I’ve been here since the beginning,”
says Spurgeon, one-half of the glass
team. “We opened the Hot Shop the
same week that Chihuly opened on
Beach Drive. I helped them install
and build all the equipment here.”
Inside the open air Morean Hot Shop
production facility, bleachers have
been installed, where people can sit
and watch the process of making
glass art. While their two in-house
artists move the glass through dozens
of steps, in and out of a pair of
ovens set at a temperature over

2,000 degrees, one of the artists
narrates the process describing what
is going on. Hot Shop shows are 30
minutes, 7 days a week (starting
Sept. 28) at 1, 2, 3 and 4pm. June
through September, they are closed
on Mondays to allow their artists to
create new inventory for the Glass
Studio retail store.
To create one piece of their beautiful
art takes between 30 and 45
minutes. Then the glass object is
placed in a special 900 degree oven,
to “cool.” Because the glass is
layered, if it was allowed to cool at
room temperature, the different
layers would cool at different times
causing the piece to crack. Instead it
is slowly cooled which can take up to
two days. Once it is finished, each
glass item is displayed in the Morean
Glass Studio retail store for sale for
$75 to $300.
"There is nothing like creating
colorful, beautiful glass art," says
Morean Hot Shop Manager
Spurgeon, who became a full-time
glass artist around six years ago,
after dabbling in other types of art.
"“I started working with glass as art
over 15 years ago. I met some
people in Gulfport who were doing it
there. Then, I heard about this Hot
Shop Morean when they were adding
it to their Art Center. I work five days
a week; I am off Thursdays and
Fridays.”
“I love doing our daily shows which
both educate and entertain residents
and visitors from around the world.
The Morean Hot Shop and Glass
Studio is a wonderful place to see
glass art up close and personal. It is
a great complement to our worldrenowned Chihuly Collection on
Beach Drive," Spurgeon explains.
The Morean Hot Shop offers a
Personal Glass Experience for
members and visitors. During the

one-on-one class, they will create
their own piece of glass art with the
help of one of the professional glass
artists. The Personal Glass Experience
costs $75 for a 30-minute 1-on-1
session. Four Personal Glass
Experiences are offered each day:
Noon, 12:30pm, 5pm and 5:30pm.
Pre-registration is required. Personal
Glass Experience art can be picked
up a day or two later after it cools.
Periodically, they offer a Ladies Night
at the Hot Shop. Enrollment is limited
to five and each person will create
their own colorful piece of glass art,
just like Dale Chihuly!
If creating glass is not your thing, but
owning it is, you can buy their
wonderful creations in The Morean
Glass Studio retail store, which is full
of art made on site. The store, open
noon to 5pm daily is located at 700
1st Avenue N.
“Everything we make is for sale in the
gift shop. I have the best of both
worlds. I get to use all this great
equipment, and I get to see people
enjoy my products,” Spurgeon
concludes.
The Morean Arts Center, a
community-based visual arts based
organization, is almost one hundred
years old. It has been a major
component of the St Petersburg
cultural landscape since 1917. The
Center is comprised of The Morean
Arts Center and Gallery, The Chihuly
Collection on Beach Drive, The Glass
Studio and Hot Shop, and the
Morean Center for Clay at the
historic Seaboard Train Station on
22nd Avenue South.
They currently have over 1,000
members. Their attractions are open
363 days a year.
Get more information on the Morean
Hot Shop and the overall Morean
Arts Center organization at
www.MoreanArtsCenter.org.
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RAYS BROADCASTER’S NEW BOOK,

With Stories about Harry Caray, George
Steinbrenner and 18 seasons of Rays’ History

fascinating and humorous
anecdotes from Staats’
career:
• In a chapter about his
years with the Cubs from
1985-89, Staats describes
the friction that preceded him
between Caray and fellow
broadcasting giant Milo
Hamilton. The tension
between the two was
palpable, spilling into verbal
antics involving, wackily
enough, the San Diego
Chicken and Bozo the
Clown.
• While working with Kubek
as a Yankees broadcaster in
1990-94, Staats pranked
Yankees manager Buck
Showalter by doing a deadon Harry Caray impression
over the phone. (Showalter
was not pleased, but later
forgave him.)
Dewayne and wife Carla at the
• At one point, Yankees
Quantum Leap Farm
owner George Steinbrenner
Early in a new book by Dewayne
tried to get Kubek fired from the
Staats, the longtime play-by-play TV
MSG Network team, but changed his
announcer for the Tampa Bay Rays,
mind, stressing that he liked “that
tells how - as a 10-year-old - he
Staats kid” - even though he hated
became entranced with the voices
how Kubek criticized the Boss’
that brought baseball to life over the
moves.
radio airwaves, leading him to write
• When Staats went down to the field
a fan letter to his idol, Houston
to throw out a ceremonial pitch at
broadcaster Gene Elston.
Tropicana Field in 2005, thenElston typed a letter back to Staats
broadcast partner Joe Magrane told
later in that summer of 1962,
viewers it was “Jeopardy” host Alex
starting a relationship that lasted
Trebek, and ESPN ran with the story
through high school and college, as
for a full 24 hours.
Staats quickly worked his way up
• The book spans the entire history
from minor-league broadcast booths
of the Rays, giving vivid descriptions
to landing a job as the Houston
of their miracle Game 162 in 2011,
Astros’ play-by-play TV announcer at
along with the team’s rags-to-riches
just 23, sitting next to future Hall of
2008 run to the World Series. The
Fame announcer Elston.
reminiscence of the Series includes a
From there, Staats built one of the
riveting section about the terrible
top broadcasting careers in baseball, Philadelphia weather and the
a 40-year run that has included
challenges faced by family and
sharing the booth with Hall of
friends at Citizens Bank Park.
Famers Harry Caray for Chicago
In calling almost 6,000 Major
Cubs games and Tony Kubek for
League
games, Staats has witnessed
New York Yankees games, followed
nine no-hitters, including Nolan
by three years doing national
Ryan’s record-breaking fifth and the
broadcasts for ESPN before joining
inspirational no-hitter thrown by New
the then-Tampa Bay Devil Rays for
York’s Jim Abbott. He also saw Wade
their inaugural season in 1998.
Boggs and Derek Jeter reach the
In the new book, “Position to Win: A
3,000-hit mark with home runs, the
Look at Baseball and Life From the
first two players in major league
Best Seat in the House,” (Advance
history ever to achieve that feat.
Ink Publishing) Staats and co-author
“Position to Win” includes high praise
Dave Scheiber recount a variety of

of Staats from such baseball
luminaries as Ryan, Kubek, Caray,
Joe Maddon, Don Mattingly and
many others, along with an extensive
photo gallery.
Throughout, Staats underscores a
central message – putting oneself in a
“position to win” with persistence,
preparation and hard work in order to
take advantage of opportunities that
arise in life. The book is also a deeply
personal story, addressing love, loss,
resilience and faith – and a testament
to the powerful bonds of family.
A portion of the proceeds from
“Position to Win” is being donated to
two noteworthy charitable
organizations based in the Tampa
Bay area:
• Quantum Leap Farm, an Odessa,
Fla. facility, is a nationally recognized
equine therapy program that helps
injured and disabled adults and
children – including many combat
veterans and first responders dealing
with PTSD – achieve therapeutic
goals by engaging them with horses.
• The Poynter Institute’s Write Field
program in St. Petersburg, Fla.,
which receives support from the Rays,
is designed to improve the academic
performance and life skills of
selected minority middle school boys
in Pinellas County. The Write Field
has had a significant positive impact
on graduation rates for the boys in
the program
Co-author Dave Scheiber is a
veteran Florida-based author and
national award-winning journalist.
He is also the co-author of two
critically acclaimed books, “Covert:
My Years Infiltrating the Mob” and
“Surviving the Shadows: A Journey of
Hope Into Post-Traumatic Stress.”
“Position to Win” is available on
Amazon.com
and other
major outlets,
including the
Rays’ gift
shop at
Tropicana
Field and the
team
merchandise
store in
downtown
Tampa
located at
400 N.
Tampa St.

