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ST PETERSBURG’S PLAYBOY CLUB

Though it did not last long, downtown St Petersburg had a
Playboy Bunny Club in the early 1980s. Called The
Suncoast Playboy Club, it was located in the Bayfront
Concourse Hotel, today’s Hilton. Like all the others, the club
was very popular in the beginning, but quickly faded and
was gone within three years.
Of course, the whole thing started with a guy named Hugh
Hefner and his magazine - Playboy. The magazine began
in Chicago with an $8,000 investment from friends and his
mother. The first issue, published in December 1953,
featured a centerfold of Marilyn Monroe. It sold for 50¢.
They only printed 54,000 copies, since no one knew if it
would sell. Today that issue is worth over $6,000. The
magazine’s popularity peaked in the 1970s, then began to
decline in circulation and relevance, due to competition
from copycat publications.
Playboy’s iconic logo, the silhouette rabbit head wearing a
tuxedo bow tie, was created by Art Director Art Paul, and
first appeared in the second issue. Hefner choose the rabbit
for its humorous sexual connotation and its frisky, playfulness.
The first Playboy Club opened in Chicago in February of
1960. Other clubs followed in Miami, New Orleans, St.
Louis and New York. Each club featured a Living Room, a
Playmate Bar, a Dining Room and a Club Room. Members
and guests were served food and drinks by Playboy Bunnies
and the clubs offered high-end entertainment and
comedians in their Club Room.
Hefner wanted the Playboy Club to portray the lifestyle in
his magazine. Marketing messages said, “Step into the
Playroom…and the wonderful world of Playboy is yours!”
Playboy Club members were called Key Holders, and a
membership was a status symbol. Each Key Holder was
presented a metal, rabbit-headed numbered metal key,
which later changed to a plastic key and eventually to a
credit card. It was required for admission into a club.
Membership cost $25 a year, but only 21% of the Key
Holders ever went into a club.
Clubs were rigidly controlled. A Bunny’s behavior was
codified by a series of “Bunny Manuals” which dictated how
the girls should talk, sit, stand and even smoke.
Management assigned each girl a Bunny name, which was
not the sames as their real name. They used first names,
only. Uniforms were costumes styled after a one-piece
bathing suit made from material that looked like shiny
wrapping paper. Uniforms, which included bunny ears and
a tail, came in only two sizes, 34D and 36D. If a girl did
not fill the top, they were instructed to stuff them with
Kleenex, plastic bags, cotton, foam rubber, or gym socks.

Rebecca Heishman, known as “Bunny Stacy”

The St Petersburg Suncoast Club was their 35th out of what
would be 47 clubs in the U.S. and abroad. It opened May
9, 1980. The joke about the St. Petersburg Club was the
bunnies had gray tails, referring to the aging population of
the city. The Club closed after three years and by 1991, the
chain of clubs was defunct.
Rebecca (Eubanks) Heishman, known as “Bunny Stacy” was
one of the The Suncoast Playboy Club’s first bunnies.
Heishman explained, “I saw an ad in the newspaper for
Bunny tryouts. I had to stand in a long line and answer lots
of questions, then I had to walk around in their swimsuit.
Thousands of girls tried out, but I made the cut. They hired
day and night girls. I was called Bunny Stacy from day one.
My name was written on a ribbon that I wore.“
Heishman admitted her parents did not know
she was working there until they read her
name in the Clearwater Sun. “At 25, I was the
oldest Bunny and I already had a kid. I was
the only married Bunny,” said Heishman.
“Working at the club was fun, partially
because of the stars I met. Most performers
that played at the Bayfront arena stayed at
our hotel. After a concert, management
would send us over in our outfits with
balloons to invite the performers and crews
back to the Playboy Club. I met many stars
including Burt Bacharach, Lionel Richie, Barry
Manilow and the band Alabama when they
continued....
were really hot.”
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We are always trying to include
more of your news. People who live
downtown, plus the Snell Isle and
Old Northeast areas want to know
what is happening in their area.
That is why, if you have news or
events, please contact us.
This newsletter survives on local
advertising. Please tell your home
suppliers such as pool companies,
lawn care, electricians, etc about us.
If you are a resident of our mailing
area and advertise, you will receive
a discount.
We produce similar newsletters in
four other areas: Indian Rocks
Beach, Clearwater Beach and
Belleair. You can read this and other
issues online at
StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.
SEE YOU
AGAIN IN
SEPTEMBER!

CITY NUMBERS

CITY HALL. . . 893-7171
175 Fifth Street North
www.stpete.org
MAYOR OFFICE . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7201
MAYOR - Rick Kriseman
CITY COUNCIL - Chair Charlie Gerdes
Vice Chair Amy Foster • Steve Kornell
Wengay "Newt" Newton • Bill Dudley
Jim Kennedy • Karl Nurse • Darden Rice
CITY COUNCIL ADMIN. . . . . . . 893-7117
Cindy Sheppard
INFORMATION . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7111
BUILDING PERMITS . . . . . . . . 893-7231
BUSINESS SUPPORT LINE . . . 893-7000
CITY CLERK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7448
CODES COMPLIANCE/ASSIST. 893-7373
ENTERTAINMENT HOTLINE . . 892-5700
LEISURE SERVICES. . . . . . . . . . 893-7207
MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY . . . . . 893-7268
PLANNING & ZONING . . . . . 893-7471
SANITATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7334
UTILITY ACCOUNTS . . . . . . . . 893-7341
EMERGENCIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
FIRE DEPARTMENT . . . . . . . . . 893-7694
POLICE NON-EMERGENCY. . . 893-7780
POLICE TEXT MESSAGE . . . . . 420-8911
POLICE TIP VOICE LINE . . . . . 892-5000
------------------------------------------BREAKFAST OPTIMISTS . . . . . 522-6143
First Friday Street Party
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE . . . 821-4069
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS ASSN
Michael Gulley . . . . . . . . . . . . 244-8374
DOWNTOWN BUSINESS ASSN 823-4394
Meeting: 3rd Wed of each month (8AM)
ST. PETE DNA. . . . . . . . . . 203-530-4663
Al Scafati, President. . . . . . . stpetedna.org
DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS CIVIC ASSN
Marion Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 894-9491
DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP. 821-5166
100 Second Ave., Suite 150
FRIENDS OF SUNSHINE CENTER 821-2323
FRIENDS MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY
Wayne Finely, President . . 813-767-5503
HISTORIC OLD NE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN
Peter Motzenbecker President . 342-0653
GWFC ST PETE WOMAN’S CLUB 822-4982
40 Snell Isle Blvd N.E.
NORTHEAST EXCHANGE CLUB528-3828
NORTHEAST LITTLE LEAGUE. 526-9602

ROTARY OF ST. PETERSBURG 822-3277
Paula Adams, Ex Sec. SPRotary.org
SNELL ISLE HOMEOWNERS
Scott Youngblood, President . . . . . . . . . . . . .
ST. PETE COLLEGE . . . . . . . . . 341-4249
SUNSHINE CENTER. . . . . . . . . 821-2323
UNIVERSITY SOUTH FLORIDA 873-4873
------------------------------------------PINELLAS COUNTY INFO . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377
Ken Welch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3614
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-395-2512
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St.
Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Dwight Dudley . 552-2747
Dist. 68 - 3637 4th Street N., St. Pete
Dwight.Dudley@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Kathy Castor. . . . . . . . . . . . 727-873-2817
511 Second St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.castor.house.gov
-------------------------------------------

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

AMERICAN STAGE . . . . . . . . 823-1600
FLORIDA HOLOCAUST MUSEUM 820-0100
FLORIDA ORCHESTRA . . . . . 892-3331
GREAT EXPLORATIONS . . . . 821-8992
JANNUS LANDING . . . . . . . 896-2276
MAHAFFEY THEATER. . . . . . . 892-5798
MUNICIPAL MARINA. . . . . . . 893-7329
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS. . . . .896-2667
MUSEUM OF HISTORY . . . . . 894-1052
PALADIUM THEATRE . . . . . . 822-3590
SALVADOR DALI MUSEUM. . .823-3767
ST. PETERSBURG OPERA. . . . 823-2040
STATE THEATRE. . . . . . . . . . . 895-3045
STUDIO @ 620. . . . . . . . . . . 895-6620
SUNKEN GARDENS. . . . . . . . 551-3100
CHIHULY COLLECTION . . . 822-7872
THE COLISEUM . . . . . . . . . . 892-5202
TAMPA BAY RAYS. . . . . 800-FAN-RAYS
TROPICANA FIELD . . . . . .
825-3137

TAMPA BAY SNOW SKIERS AND BORDERS

Tampa Bay Snow Skier and Boarders will have their annual Preview Party at
the Hilton Carillon Park, 950 Lake Carillon Dr, St Petersburg on August 21.
The doors open at 6:30 with 19 Ski Vacation destinations on display. From
novice to advanced, ski vacation enthusiasts can find their dream trip. Start
with Vail in early December or Big Sky, or new destinations like Whitefish, MO.
A sampling of other destinations are: ParkCity, Snowmass, Banff, Austria,
Steamboat and more. The last one of the season is Breckinridge in late March.
Buffet appetizers provided by the club and Mountain reps will be on hand to
answer your skiing questions. Ski with knowledgeable and trained trip leaders!
In 1970, a small group of ski enthusiasts got together and mused over the
possibility of a local ski club. The first ski trip was to Vail with 20 skiers that
December. They are the largest independent not-for–profit ski club in Florida.
Tampa Bay Snow Skiers and Boarders provides a large selection of low-cost
Ski packages, escorted by trained, knowledgeable and experienced leaders.
A member of the Florida Ski Council (FSC) and offers reciprocal membership in all other
Florida Ski Council member clubs which allows you to participate in other clubs’ trips without
having to pay membership dues again.
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Did You Know...
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INTRODUCING
THE NEW PIER
The City Council
selected the new
design for the St
Petersburg Pier –
The Pier Park. The
process began
more than a year
ago and
included citizen
participation as
well as the Pier
Working Group
and Selection Committee. Mayor Rick Kriseman has issued
a contract to the design team and the city can now move
forward finalizing the design, securing permits and
selecting a construction company.
___________________________________________________
GET THE PINELLAS APP If you have an issue you
would like to report to Pinellas County, like a pothole or
burned out street light, report it using their FREE app. It
even allows you to send them photos. Available for
Android and Iphone users, find more information at
pinellascounty.org/reportanissue or search for Pinellas
County on Itunes or the Play Store.
_________________________________________________
NEED ANOTHER COPY OF THIS NEWSLETTER? Pick
one up at the UPS Stores at 200 2nd Avenue S. and in
the Old Northeast area at 204 37th Street N. While you
are there check out their range of products and services
including printing, packing, shipping, and mailbox.
_________________________________________________
WHEN TO EVACUATE Pinellas County has a new Web
based Storm Surge App which offers three-dimensional
views of how far water will rise on your property at
different evacuation levels. On your phone or computer,
visit egis.pinellascounty.org/apps/stormsurgeprotector
and type in your address.
_________________________________________________
GRANDE GALA FOR FLAPPERS & FELLAS This new
snazzy fundraiser is for RCS, a non-profit providing hope
and help to Pinellas County neighbors who are
homeless, hungry or dealing with domestic abuse. Mark
your calendars for Oct. 10, 2015 and join celebrity
hosts 10 News Ashley Batey and Tampa Bay Times
Ernest Hooper at RCS's 1st Annual Grande Gala for
Flappers & Fellas from 7 - 11 pm. Tickets are on sale
now online or over the phone (727-584-3528) for
$125/person; $500/person includes VIP pre-party 6-7
pm. Visit RCSpinellas.org/GrandeGala or email
GrandeGala@RCSPinellas.org.
______________________________
DOG DAYS OF AUGUST
Pinellas County Animal Services
celebrates the month of August
by offering a reduced adoption
fee of $25 on large dogs and
cats and $40 for puppies
(under four months) and small
breeds during normal shelter
adoption hours. The fee includes
medical checkup,
spaying/neutering, vaccinations, internal and external
parasite control, heartworm testing and feline leukemia
testing and micro chipping. Call (727) 582-2600.

and More...
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DO YOU PLAY THE
HARMONICA? The Gulfport
Senior Citizens Harmonica
Club practices at the
Gulfport Senior Citizens
Center in Gulfport from 9 to
11:45 am every Wednesday
morning. They also perform
in the center's cafeteria every
3rd Wednesday at 10:45 to
11:45. There is no charge to
listen. Anyone interested in
learning how to play the
harmonica or in joining the club,
please call Howard Rothstein at 727-363-8016.
_________________________________________________
JUNIOR GOLF LEAGUE Every Thursday evening at the
Chi Chi Rodriquez Golf Club beginning a 5pm, the Club
sponsors a junior golf league, open to kids 7-17. 9 holes
are only $10. Contact Cortez Love at 727.430.6262 or
email tezlove1@aol.com for information. The Golf Club
is located at 3030 N. McMullen Booth Road, Clearwater.
___________________________________________________
JULY 26TH, PARENT’S DAY Parents, did you know you
have a day, too? It is the fourth Sunday of July. Parent’s
Day was made official by President Bill Clinton in 1994,
with a Congressional Resolution. Maybe your kids will
surprise you with something or let you sleep in that day.
___________________________________________________
NEW FALL FOOD EVENT Billed as Tampa Bay’s ultimate
wine and food experience, St. Pete Wine and Food Fest is
being planned in the Beach Drive area September 24-27.
Tickets are being sold for individual events, or for the
entire four days. Visit StPeteWineandFoodFest.com.
___________________________________________________
CHANGE OF TOUR TIMES The First United Methodist
Church offers tours that focus on their historic stained glass
windows. Beginning in August, the Wednesday tour led by
knowledgeable docents, will begin at 11am. The Gothic
revival style church, built in 1926 is located at 2nd Avenue
and 3rd Street N. For more information, you can call
Genny Sexton at 894-4661.
___________________________________________________
RECYCLE ALUMIUM
Used aluminum
beverage cans are the
most recycled item in
the U.S., but other
types of aluminum,
such as siding, gutters,
car components,
storm window frames
and lawn furniture can
also be recycled. There is no limit to the amount of times
aluminum can be recycled. We consume the contents of
over 80 trillion aluminum cans every year and over
100,000 aluminum cans are recycled each minute. In
2010 that amounted to 53 billion cans, not even 1%. A
used aluminum can, can be recycled and back on the
grocery shelf as a new can, in as little as 60 days. That's
closed loop recycling at its finest! Recycling one aluminum
can saves enough energy to run a TV for three hours or
the
equivalent of a half a gallon of gasoline.
_________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS SEPTEMBER Read this, as well
as other issues, online at stpetedowntownnewsletter.com
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PLAN AHEAD TO BE HURRICANE SAFE

By Kenneth T. Welch, Pinellas County Commissioner
Hurricane season started on June 1. We know this date well in Florida, as many storms have
breached our borders in the past. It is definitely not a pleasant thing to think about, but being
prepared when a major hurricane does threaten our area is important. Your county works hard to
help you prepare and this year we have added a few new tools to make planning a bit easier.
When a major hurricane hits, the biggest threat is the storm surge. Many people assume that
evacuations are ordered because of wind, but really they are ordered because of dangers posed
by water. Storm surge from hurricanes can cause water from the bay and the gulf to move ashore
with extreme speed. This water leaves great disaster in its path and hauls items that are not
secured back out to waterways.
In Pinellas County, we live on a peninsula and because of this, we are extremely vulnerable to storm surge flooding.
Thanks to efforts by Pinellas County Emergency Management, you can now see what impact storm surge could have
on your home, business or neighborhood, by using the county’s award-winning Storm Surge Protector Web
application.
Simply type in your address to view a three-dimensional rendering of your home or business. The application shows
your evacuation level and will depict how much water your home and car would be under, depending on the severity
of the storm. You can also see how your neighborhood would do in a storm surge scenario. The app is easy to use
and I encourage you to take advantage of this innovative new tool.
Another new initiative this year for our beach residents and businesses is the Emergency Access Permit. To give you
peace of mind in the event of an evacuation, the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office and barrier island communities are
providing these free permits, which will ensure only those who live or work in an evacuated community can reenter
immediately after an order is lifted. The permits will help law enforcement keep trespassers from using a disaster for
their personal gain by stealing from those affected. You can pick up a permit from your municipality, and you can visit
pcsoweb.com/emergency-access-permit for more information.
To learn more about these and other preparedness measures, visit our Emergency Management website at
pinellascounty.org/emergency. You can also utilize the Storm Surge Protector Web application from the Emergency
Management website. Remember, preparation is the key to survive a major storm. I hope you will join me this year
and every year in updating your family’s hurricane preparedness plan.
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PLAYBOY CLUB, CONTINUED

The Club had a Cabaret Room with major entertainment. The
Living Room had a very big bar. Bunnies only served drinks,
but never food. They were supposed to visit and talk to the
customers, and play games. You could play bumper pool with
a Bunny for $1.
“We had a tough regiment to live up to,” Heishman recalled.
“We had to stay within 5 pounds of the weight at which we
were hired; we were weighed every Friday. Everything was on
the up-and-up at The Club. We were encouraged to take
photos with guests. But they were not allowed to touch us. You
always had to have your hands on your waist,” Heishman
remembers. “We could not wear any jewelry, no bobby pins
in our hair and our nails had to be perfect. We were
inspected every time we went on the floor. We all had different
colored uniforms. Mine was pink with a white tail,” Heishman
continued. “I still have it somewhere.”
When the St Petersburg Playboy
Club closed in 1983, a friend
called Heishman to interview for
a job at a new place opening in
Clearwater, Hooter’s. In October
of 1983, she was hired as one
of the first Hooter’s girls. She
worked for Hooter’s for seven
years and had her second child
while working there.
“Hooter’s was a great job, too.
We were always doing fun stuff.
We’d go to special events and
promotions like beach sporting
events and golf tournaments,”
Heishman said.
Today she lives in Oldsmar and is the mother of three, with
two grandchildren. For the past eight years, Heishman has
been an assistant manager and server at O’Keefes on South
Ft. Harrison in Clearwater. “But, being a Playboy Bunny was
the best job I ever had,” Heishman fondly remembers.

AS WE REMEMBER IT:

“Sherwood White and I went to the Playboy club all the time.
It was a nice place to hang out. They had a room with pool
tables and the Bunnies played pool with us. They were nice to
watch, if you know what I mean. They also had a good piano
bar. After a few drinks we would hang around and sing some
of the old great songs. Sherwood was a great singer.” Joe
Puglisi, Crown Honda.
“I actually joined the Atlanta Playboy Club and went to St
Pete’s when it opened in 1980. It was plush, with lots of red
on the walls and carpet. It was the place to go for happy
hour. They gave you a metal key as your membership card. I
met a lot of my personal friends there after work. Sometimes
we took our wives. I remember that it was kind of expensive,
but that was not why we went. It was just one of the places we
went downtown. The other places back then included the
Yacht Club, the Edgewater Beach Hotel, Mooks Tavern, the
Chatterbox, and Downtown Under (later One Beach Drive).
The Playboy Club was a little snobbish. But we really went to
see the Bunnies.” Bruce Watters, owner Bruce Watters Jewelry
“I remember Eddie Shave was the night manager. He was
from Detroit, and so was I. He was a super guy and always
took care of me. They had shows there with good performers.
I also recall the food. It must have been good, because I was
there 3 to 4 nights a week. I will never forget the beautiful
young women who worked there wearing that bunny attire,
gorgeous.” Robert Donaldson, St Pete Resident

ST. PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWSLETTER

MISS FLORIDA

The public helped celebrate the 80th Anniversary MISS
FLORIDA PAGEANT in St. Petersburg at the Mahaffey
Theatre in June. The new Miss Florida is Mary Katherine
Fechtel representing the University of Florida. She is 19
years old and a senior at UF, working towards her
Bachelor of Science. She is from Leesburg, Florida.
Miss Florida receives an $18,000 educational
scholarship and thousands of dollars in prizes. Dozens of
Forever Miss Florida titleholders along with this year's 47
Miss Florida contestants and 34 Miss Florida's
Outstanding Teen contestants converged on St.
Petersburg with their families, supporters, sponsors
during pageant week in St. Petersburg.
The pageant called "Shining Bright Since 1935" was
produced by Wayne Gentry of Monroe, Louisiana, and
choreographed by Shea Sullivan of New York City. The
new Miss Florida will compete in the Miss America
pageant on September 13, 2015 in Atlantic City
televised live on ABC TV. Miss America Kira Kazantsev
presented the crowning of Miss Florida 2015. For further
information visit MissFlorida.org and themahaffey.com.

ST PETE MUSEUM OF HISTORY

August 16, 2pm, "Painted Past, Art by the Glass" Enjoy wine
and appetizers while you learn to paint local historic
landmarks like the Million Dollar pier, the Skyway Bridge,
and the Vinoy. Visit www.SPMoH.org/painted
August 29, 3 to 7pm, J.J. Taylor presents, "Beers on the
Pier" Sip the beers of independent breweries from around
Tampa Bay and across the nation. The SPMoH is hosting
over 75 different brews, sampled throughout the exhibits of
St. Petersburg's past. Visit www.BeersonthePier.com.
September 8 to November 30, "Florida's Wildlife Corridor
Expedition, Photos of Carlton Ward, Jr." SPMoH hosts
original Florida photos of natural tall forests and winding
waterways, with original cowboys and wild animals. See
the state through the lens of the eighth generation
Floridian, Carlton Ward. Visit www.spmoh.org/exhibits
September 8 to November 30, 2015, Florida Orange
Groves Winery presents "Crate Expectations" Florida's
original industry, citrus, was actually an amazing expedition
of art as every company painted their crates differently.
The SPMoH tells the pre-tourism Florida story through it's
original art. Visit www.spmoh.org/exhibits.
September 16 to October 31, 2015, "City Theater, 90th
Anniversary Exhibit" St. Petersburg's original theater
company turns 90 this year and the SPMoH is hosting their
story. More information at www.spmoh.org/exhibits
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS

JULY
Grand Central Business Expo
22
Rowdies At Home Vs Ft Lauderdale 25
Mahaffey Kenny Edmonds
25
Parents Day
26
Slightly Stoopid Vinoy Park
26
Foodscape Woman’s Club
26
Voter Registration Deadline
27
Grand Central Restaurant Day
28
Palladium Jazz Concert
29
Ponce de Leon Exhibit closes SPMOH 31

AUGUST
Museum Fine Arts Marly Music Series 2
Cult Classic Summer Movie
6
First Friday
7
The Great Brain Wash Straub Park 8
Western BBQ St Pete Woman’s Club 8
Mahaffey Jill Scott Concert
9
Trim Notices Mailed
10
Florida Orchestra Single Tickets
10
Summer Evening Walking Tour
12
Second Saturday Art Walk
15
Great St Pete Cup Cake Contest
15
Marly Music Series Museum Fine Arts 16
Painted Past St Pete History Museum 16
Florida Main Street Conference 17-19
Twilight Walking Tour
19

Public School Begins
24
St Petersburg Election Primary
25
Gulfport Gekofest
29
Williams Park Summer Market Ends 29
Beers On The Pier SPMOH
29
Marly Music Series Museum Fine Arts 30

SEPTEMBER
Good Burger Awards Ceremony
3
First Friday
4
Mahaffey Keith Sweat Concert
5
Grandparents Day Sunday
6
Labor Day
7
Schools Closed
7
Happy Hour With Historian SPMOH 10
Palladium Vic Dibitetto Comedy show 11
Patriot’s Day
11
Curesearch Walk South Straub Park 12
Chemical Collection All State Ctr 12
Electric Drive Day Spa Beach Park 12
St Pete Arts Festival
12-20
Second Saturday Art Walk
12
Arts And Fashion Week
14-19
Bucs Opening Game
13
Intimate Apparel American Stage 16
Mahaffey Tango Lovers Musical
18
SPF15 St Pete Festival
18-27
Gam Sailing Seminar Yacht Club 19

One Step Closer Walk
Oktoberfest Grand Central
Job Fair The Coliseum
Autumn Begins Wednesday
Carefest Work Day
Sunrise Run Vinoy Park
Arts Alive Free Museum Day
Carmada 2015
Run For The Heros
Off Shore Power Races Clearwater

19
19
21
23
26
26
26
26
26
27

OCTOBER
Fire Prevention Month
Movies In The Park N. Straub Park 1
Pearls Of Wisdom
1
First Friday
2
Florida Orchestra
2
Saturday Morning Market Opens
3
Movies In The Park N. Straub Park 8
Florida Orchestra
9-11
Tampa Bay Bridal Show Coliseum 11
Columbus Day
12
Tampa Bay Seniors Expo
13
The Mahaffey Alvin & Chipmunks 15
Movies In The Park N. Straub Park 15
Clearwater Jazz Holiday
15-18
National Bosses Day
16
Florida Orchestra Led Zepplin Music 16
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HOME GROWN BUILDER MIKE CHEEZEM, JMC COMMUNITIES

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Mike Cheezem, and JMC
Communities, has been in the spotlight
lately. The company recently acquired
the historic Belleview Biltmore property.
JMC has received approval to build a
multi-family project and has already
started demolition of the hotel.
Who is Mike Cheezem, the person
behind JMC? Before we can talk about
Mike Cheezem, we need to mention
his father, Charles (Charlie) K.
Cheezem, whose local residential
projects date back to the late 1940s.
Charlie was a Civil Engineering student
at Clemson when WWII broke out. “His
entire class was called to serve in the
war,” says son Mike. “My dad was
involved in the Battle of the Bulge and
helped build bridges in the
reconstruction of France.”
“After the war, Dad moved to Florida in
1948 and started a home building
business. He always did things in a big
way,” Mike explained. “He started a
company and built homes and
condominiums before people knew
what a condo was.” He built projects in
Seminole (Ridgewood Village) and in
St. Petersburg’s Northeast
(Thunderwood Homes). He was one of
the first condo builders in Pinellas
County and built the Sea Towers on
Duhme Road in Madeira Beach,
buildings in Sand Key and other major
projects.
Then the oil embargo of 1974
hit…and things changed. Sensing there
would be more opportunities in South
Florida, he built some large projects in
Miami’s Key Biscayne and South
Beach. Charlie sold Cheezem
Development Company in 1985.
Mike was raised in Pinellas County. He
went to St. Pete High, Northeast High,
then FSU and UNC-Chapel Hill where
he received his Masters in Finance and
Real Estate. He lives in Snell Isle with
his family and has an office at 2201
4th Street N in St. Petersburg.
One might think Mike just walked in
and took over the family business. That
is not exactly how it happened. “I
worked for my father starting from
when I was 12,” Mike reflects. “I
helped around the construction sites
digging footers and laying sod.”
Mike got tired of working as a laborer
with his dad’s company and asked his
dad how to get more involved in the
business. His dad said, “Go build
something.” So he did. While in
college, he bought land and built a
simple eight-unit apartment building in

Madeira Beach.
“Me and my
buddies did most of
the work ourselves.
We sold it and
made a small profit.
That got me
motivated,” he
remembers. In
Tallahassee, while at
FSU, he built his first
single family home.
He continued to
work for his dad
during the summers
in Pinellas and
Miami.
In 1978, after he
completed his Masters degree, Mike
started JMC Communities, a
development company.
He has teamed up with partners to
build some of the largest and bestknown multi-family condos in Pinellas
County.
Here is a list of JMC’s area projects:
l St. Petersburg: Ovation, Florencia,
Bacopa Bay, Dolphin Cay, Winston
Park Northeast, Rowland Place
l Clearwater Beach: The Sandpearl
Resort, JMC Resort Properties, Belle
Harbor Condos, Mandalay Beach Club
l Sand Key: The Grande, The Meridian
l South Pasadena: Harborside &
Pasadena Cove
l Tampa: The Bellamy on Bayshore
l Bradenton: Pinebrook & Wood Park
at Desoto Square
l Dunedin: Victoria Place, a mixeduse project under construction on
Main Street.
So what is planned for Belleair? JMC
plans to build approximately 132 living
units on the multi-acre Biltmore site in
a community to be called Belleview
Place. There will be 28 townhomes
and four six-level buildings with 26
units each (for a total of 104 condo
units) and a small inn called the
Belleview Inn.
The main road into the development,
the Grand Boulevard, will lead to the
Belleview Inn, which is being created
by saving and renovating the hotel’s
original lobby, along with 33 adjoining
rooms. The areas to the north, south
and west are where the new structures
will be built.
“We have cleared all the approvals
with the city and other boards,” says
Mike. The Belleair Planning and
Zoning Board voted unanimously to

recommend the zoning change for
mixed-use. The Commission gave
preliminary approval on May 20. A
second and final hearing, and vote, is
scheduled for June 17.
“Most of the residents understand that
a 400-room hotel is not viable on this
site anymore,” says Mike. “The original
hotel was built in 1897 by Henry Plant.
People went there by train and horsedrawn carriages. It is not on the beach
and not on any major roadway. Times
and habits have changed.”
Demolition of part of the hotel has
already begun, and construction of the
project is planned to begin soon. It is
estimated to take three years with an
estimated cost of $125 million.
In addition to saving and renovating
the original lobby, which will become
the Belleview Inn, “we will salvage and
reuse many of the items from the old
hotel elsewhere on the property,” Mike
says, “such as the Tiffany glass in the
ballroom, wood floors, bricks,
moldings and some doors.”
In the Inn, JMC plans to restore the
grandeur of the original building built
by Plant, with a gracious lobby,
meeting rooms, and exhibits on the
walls that will share the history of the
hotel through the years.
“We hope our development and inn
will continue to make the Belleview
Biltmore the “social center” of the Town
of Belleair,” Mike says. “We work very
hard on each of our communities to
create a unique and special sense of
place utilizing historic precedence and
timeless architecture. We feel like we
are not only giving our owners a
spectacular home, but that we are
giving back to our communities.”
Get more information on JMC
Communities on their web site at
www.JMCCommunities.com.
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A 90 YEAR HISTORY OF
INSURANCE EXCELLENCE

by Ken Jones, Wallace Welch & Willingham
Founded in 1925, Wallace Welch & Willingham (W3) is an
independent insurance agency with a rich history of
providing quality service and unwavering commitment to its
clients and community. W3 itself is a melding of 25 agencies
that have merged or been acquired over the years. In that
time, the agency has seen and endured its fair share of
adversity through recessions, bubbles and even war times. A
common denominator among all these companies has
always been a strong client focus and a desire to perpetuate
an independent future.
The agency’s core values - Integrity, Accountability, Success
and Passion - guide all company decisions. In addition to
upholding these core values, our associates seek to turn
every client into a “Raving Fan” by providing superior
customer service. W3’s CEO, Scott Gramling stated, “Our
primary goal is to provide customers with risk management
and insurance products at the most competitive prices, but
we strive for much more. We continually raise the bar for our
customers by delivering value added services which lessen
the daily burdens for our customers. This two prong
approach drives customer satisfaction and creates long
lasting relationships.”
At W3, we truly believe in the power of community. This is
why our entire team has dedicated countless hours to the
betterment of our community through various volunteer
endeavors. The W3 Community Involvement Committee was
created with a mission to select and support nonprofit causes
while encouraging a spirit of agency volunteerism.
By representing an extensive list of “A rated” insurance
companies, W3 is able to find the most affordable coverage
that suits your unique lifestyle. We know one size doesn’t fit
all, which is why we provide insurance products to fit the
specific needs of businesses and individuals, offering
homeowners, auto, boat and life insurance, as well as
commercial and employee benefits coverage. You can reach
W3 at (727) 522-7777.

CAREFEST SEEKS VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers are needed for various home repair projects,
painting, mowing, weeding, yard work and cleanups
throughout St. Petersburg neighborhoods on Saturday,
September 26, 7:30 am to 1:30 pm. Sponsored by Somebody
Cares Tampa Bay under the umbrella of CareFest USA, the
annual week of compassion-related activities culminates with
a day of service that gives back to the community, benefitting
individual homeowners, schools and non-profit organizations.
CareFest activities help disseminate and support effective,
efficient volunteer efforts throughout the city and throughout
the year. The city’s Community Services Department is
spearheading the day of service in St. Petersburg. Visit
www.carefestusa.com and click “Get Involved,” “Search for a
Project,” then select “Pinellas County" and "St. Petersburg.”
For volunteer information, contact Susan Ajoc, Community
Services, 727-892-5141, or Chris Cahall, CareFest St. Pete
Co-Chair, 727-743-5695. Volunteers and groups can also
request information via e-mail to ICAN@stpete.org.
Last September, 1,532 volunteers and 52 groups
participated in CareFest St. Pete 2014, completing 78
projects. Volunteer roles may include cleaning up right-ofway areas, installing community signs, building wheelchair
ramps, painting, handling minor home repair projects, yard
and garden work.
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FAMILY GIVES BACK TO
RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE

Beth Rehberg was
not overly
concerned when
doctors decided to
induce her son
Tucker’s birth on
her due date. It
seemed like things
were proceeding
normally, until they
told her and
husband Jason
that their new baby had an infection which required him to
be transferred to All Children’s Hospital (ACH) in St.
Petersburg.
The Rehbergs live in Ellenton, not far away from ACH, but
too far to be away from their sick newborn. First-time
parents, they were scared. Like many families whose
children are taken to ACH, they had nowhere to stay
nearby. After a few long days in the chairs of the NICU,
the exhausted parents received a visit from Lynn, the RMH
family coordinator. She told them that she had a hot meal
and room ready for them just steps from the hospital. They
cried when she told them that this would cost them nothing
and was available for as long as they needed.
For thousands of parents like the Rehbergs, the Ronald
McDonald House becomes a home-away-from-home.
Volunteers provide smiling faces and hugs after a long day
in the NICU. Local organizations serve hot meals every
night and prepare late night snacks for parents returning
from the midnight shift. It is the little things, like clean
laundry and library books, that help moms and dads
make it through the day.
It has been nine months since Tucker left the hospital a
healthy baby boy, but thousands of families at ACH and
other hospitals across the country will need the services
provided by the Ronald McDonald House this year. To give
back and help RMH care for other families in their time of
need, the Rehbergs started the Tucker Rehberg “Real Men
Wear Bowties” fundraiser. The fundraiser coincides with
Tucker’s first birthday, and the goal is to raise $5,000 for
Ronald McDonald Charities of Tampa Bay to purchase
items on the needs lists of the four Houses. The bowtie
connection is clear when you see little Tucker; either he
loves wearing them or Beth loves dressing him in them.
Either way, it has become his “signature look.”
In Tucker’s honor, they are asking you to post a picture of
yourself or your little one wearing a bow tie to their
Facebook page (rmhctampabay) with the hashtags
#realmenwearbowties #forRMHC and then make a
pledge of $10 to RMHC Tampa Bay by visiting
www.rmhctampabay.org.
Houses operate solely on the donations of individuals like
you, so no family is required to contribute for their stay.
While some families stay for only a day, others will stay for
months or even years, as they return for treatments and
surgeries. It takes a lot of money and supplies to ensure
they can continue to care for so many families.
Keeping families close to their sick or hurt child provides
them with welcome relief in sometimes overwhelming
situations. In Tucker’s family’s words, “We hope that you
will consider donating to our very special home-awayfrom-home.”
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Business Briefs...

WORLD OF LIQUORS
MOVES The liquor store
which has been a fixture at
the corner of Central Avenue
and 16th Street is coming
down. The owners are
working with a developer to
build a mixed-use center on
that corner. World Liquors will
relocate to a new store being
built on the vacant lot to the
north on 1st Avenue N. After
it is finished and World
Liquors has reopened, the
present building along with its
iconic rotating globe sign will
be demolished. The new two
story strip center will have retail stores downstairs, with
apartments above. Work is expected to begin within 30
days. Reach the developer, Land Quest at
www.LQuest.com or call 813-288-0020.
___________________________________________________
FREE BUSINESS PLAN REVIEW Before you start a new
business, talk to Greenhouse St Pete, the Business Action
Center operated by the City of St Petersburg. They offer a
free review of your ideas by qualified business counselors.
They are located at 440 2nd Avenue North, near City
Hall. Call 893-7146 for an appointment.
___________________________________________________
NEW BUSINESS Extravaganza is opening in the old
Wunderland storefront, on the corner of 1st Street and
2nd Avenue N., across from the Sundial Shopping Center.
Extravaganza is under construction but should be open
soon. This is their second location. The first is in Tampa.
___________________________________________________
HOTEL CHANGING NAMES America’s Best Inn is now
The Inn On Third. The name change is the only change
happening. It will continue to be the same fabulous team
that has been welcoming guests to the inn for the last ten
years. The Inn is located downtown at 342 3rd Avenue N.
__________________
ELECTRIC MARINA
RETURNS The
Electric Marina (TEM)
Boat Rentals closed
during The Pier
closing. Now owner
Nancy Frainetti has
reopened the
company at 101
Bayshore Drive N.E.
Slips 10 and 11.
TEM is the exclusive
Tampa Bay dealership for the Island Packet L24 Family
Launch series, showcasing the L24e an electric solar
launch. Also, they are the authorized dealer and repower
specialist for Torqeedo Electric Outboard Motors and
Electric Yacht, inboard electric engines to refit an existing
boat with electric propulsion.
___________________________________________________
MOVING - Pedro, long time tenant of the Progress Plaza
Building, and owner of Pedro’s Barbershop is relocating.
After his rent was raised, Pedro decided to leave. He is
moving into the Eddie Dunn’s Hair Salon at 4200 4th
Street N. in August. Call him at 823-1115.
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More Business Briefs...

VLADIMIRS
COLLECTION
CELEBRATES 20
YEARS Vladimir
and his wife
Galina’s store has
been on the
corner of 2nd
Avenue and 1st
Street N. long
before there was
even a BayWalk
Shopping Center. The couple relocated from Russia in
1991 and opened Vladimir’s Collection in 1995. Vladimir
is an international award-winning artist specializing in
jewelry. He has won awards in Moscow, Toyko and other
major cities and art shows. In addition to Vladimir’s
jewelry, the store offers a selection of antique Russian and
Soviet memorabilia, Russian souvenirs and jewelry. Next
time you are walking by the shop, stop in and say Happy
Anniversary. They are located at 201 1st Street NE.
___________________________________________________
NEED HELP ORGANIZING? Kirsten Fisher recently
launched Imagine Home Organization, a company
providing solutions for busy mothers frustrated by areas of
disarray in their homes. She develops functional solutions
with customized design based on the personal style of
each client. Professional organization is a growing
industry as American families are busier than ever. A
dedicated organizer can reduce stress, improve a home’s
function and allow families to spend more time together.
Kirsten, formerly Marketing Director of the Clearwater
Marine Aquarium, works one-on-one with people who
want to organize their lives and living environments. For
an in-home consultation, call 727.251.6449, email
info@imaginehomeorganization.com or visit
ImagineHomeOrganization.com.
___________________________________________________
NEW RETAILER OPENS IN SUNDIAL Award winning
men’s store John Craig Clothier is coming to The Sundial.
Craig offers a wide variety of high end men’s clothing,
accessories, and footwear from designer brands such as
Canali, Samuelsohn, Hickey Freeman and Zanella. The
store also offers made-to-measure customization and
complimentary tailoring. This will be John Craig’s eighth
location in the U.S. The store is expected to open in time
for holiday shopping.
___________________________________________________
NEW BOUTIQUE Florida’s former First Lady, Carole
Crist, opened a boutique on Third Avenue N. between
Beach Drive and 1st Street. Crist is no stranger to the
retail business. She owns a major costume business in
New York. The new store Goddessey, carries women’s
beach and resort ware for the chic and fabulous,
including lines from Elan and Aidan Mattox. Prices range
from $29 to over $300 .
___________________________________________________
CORRECTION Last issue, we indicated that Naracamicie
of Florida, a new store on 2nd Avenue N.E., carried
"sports oriented clothing". Owner, Kathy Hart says this is
not true. "We sell exquisite men and women's Italian
designer shirts and blouses from Milan, Italy". Visit
www.naracamicieflorida.net to see more or you can find
them on FaceBook and Instagram. The store is located at
124 2nd Ave NE between Cassis and Ovation Condo.

ST PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWSLETTER

FERTILIZERS: AN
ENVIRONMENTAL THREAT

In the quest for the
perfect lawn, people
apply fertilizers and
pesticides to their
yards each year,
priming their grasses
for potentially
serious ecological
and human health
consequences. These
chemicals run off
lawns into local
springs, streams,
lakes and rivers
every time it rains,
eventually washing in
the Gulf of Mexico. The resulting process causes more
than half of our water pollution, thus harming our
waterways and the plants and animals that thrive in
aquatic habitats.
Pinellas County’s fertilizer ordinance prohibits residents
from fertilizing lawns during the rainy season. From June
1 to Sept. 30, fertilizers containing nitrogen and/or
phosphorus cannot be applied to lawns or landscape
plants. Fertilizers are not plant food. They sometimes
can be used to supplement sugars that plants make
through photosynthesis.
If you decide to use a fertilizer, use it properly. It’s easy:
 Make fertilizer selections based on need. Decide
which nutrients will give you the result that you want for
your lawn, and then buy only those.
 Use fertilizers sparingly to reduce nitrate levels. More
is not necessarily better. Read and follow all instructions
of the package.
 Do not fertilize when storm events are forecast. This
will help reduce the level of nutrients washing into water
systems during and after the storm.
 Select slow-release fertilizers. They are kinder to the
environment and are usually more cost effective. Look
for terms like “time-released,” “slow-release”, or “water
insoluble nitrogen” on the fertilizer’s package.
 Remember to fertilize only when needed. Do not
apply more than one pound of nitrogen per 1,000
square feet of grass.
Do your part to preserve our water, coastlines, and
wildlife – the very things that help make our area so
wonderful. For more information about fertilizers or how
to protect our waterways, visit watermatters.org or
befloridian.com.

NO WINE TASTING

The 2015 Abilities Wine Tasting event has been
cancelled. This popular annual food and wine tasting
event, held at the Tropicana Dome for 25 years and
then at the Armed Forces Museum last year, will not be
held this year, but may return in the future. The event,
one of the largest in Pinellas, has netted Abilities over $4
million over the years. The Abilities Foundation is shifting
from special events to focused partnerships. Even their
name is changing to Service Source Florida and Frank
de Lucia will remain the Director of Development. They
will continue to stage wine and food events, but in
smaller venues. For information, visit ServicesSource.org.
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FEARLESS HEALTH

by Bob Clark, Belleair Christian Science practitioner
You know things are bad when “phobophobia” (fear of
fear itself) becomes one of 530 documented phobias
now on record.
Many medical doctors agree that a large percentage of
disease is rooted in fear and anxiety. These are also the
biggest drivers of over diagnosis and overtreatment,
which are two chief causes of the upward spiraling cost
of healthcare. Gilbert Welch chronicles and analyzes this
phenomenon in his 2012 book Overdiagnosed:
Making People Sick in the Pursuit of Health.
Here are some ideas I’ve found helpful in battling the
fear of disease that surrounds and sometimes
overwhelms us:
1. Tune out. We can be selective about what we take into
thought through the media, especially TV. Tuning out
negative advertising can help eliminate the fearful
expectation of disease. Images of painwracked actors on
drug commercials, descriptions of disease and
dysfunction, often stay with us mentally and create fear
and suffering. Researchers call this the “nocebo effect”,
where negative expectations or fear can actually cause
symptoms. The New Yorker of March 29, 2013 featured
an article titled “The Nocebo Effect: How we worry
ourselves sick” which said, “After the 1995 Aum Shinrikyo
sarin nerve gas attack in Tokyo, for example, hospitals
were flooded with patients suffering from the highly
publicized potential symptoms, like nausea and dizziness,
but who had not, it turned out, been exposed to the
sarin.”
2. Pray. I find daily prayer a powerful way to counteract

fear. I often start by quietly affirming the presence and
power of God as divine love. On this basis, consistent,
proactive prayer helps me replace mindless fear with a
God derived sense of calm, and this has often brought
me physical healing, too.
3. Recognize and confront the fear of disease. Christian
healer and teacher Mary Baker Eddy, encouraged her
patients and students to “master fear, instead of
cultivating it” and to “take antagonistic grounds against
all that is opposed to the health, holiness and harmony
of man, God's image”. She went on to explain: “When
fear disappears, the foundation of disease is gone.” So
we have a choice here. We can fear disease and its
consequences, or we can research and contemplate the
spiritual source and nature of health. We can learn for
ourselves how the body is affected by replacing fear with
the spiritual confidence that God’s love for us is truly
substantive and practical.
4. Love. Love is the greatest fear buster of all. The Bible
tells us that “love contains no fear—indeed fully
developed love expels every particle of fear” (I John
4:18, JB Phillips translation). Developing our innate
spiritual ability to love fully and unconditionally is a
powerful antidote to all fear, including the fear of
disease.
We don’t ever need to be overwhelmed by the fear of
disease. We can all live a healthier life by identifying and
confronting the fear of disease with courage and
wisdom...and love.
Read Bob Clark’s blog at simplyhealthyflorida.com.
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NEW DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CENTER TRIPLES
CASA’S CAPACITY TO PROTECT SURVIVORS

CASA, a leading Tampa Bay area domestic violence center,
has opened the doors to their newly constructed 100-bed
shelter. This facility will triple their capacity to provide
emergency housing and services to families escaping
violence.
“Survivors seek shelter for many reasons, the need for safety
being top priority,” said CASA’s Acting Executive Director
Shandra Riffey. “CASA provides a safe haven, job assistance,
children’s programs, information, referrals and so much
more. This shelter provides a holistic approach to removing
barriers for survivors, their children and their pets.”
Why open a new $12 million dollar facility with $2.5 million
in annual operating costs? Overwhelming community need
and necessity. Since 2000, 18% of all homicides in Pinellas
County were due to domestic violence and over 120
domestic violence offenses are recorded by our local police
each week.
While CASA’s previous shelter was a source of refuge for
countless families, lack of space and resources forced them
to turn away 1,400 survivors of domestic violence each year.
This was a statistic CASA’s staff could not carry on their
conscience. The decision was made to build a new shelter
matching the magnitude of the epidemic of violence.
“At first it was a daunting task to take on such a large
project, but the community has been stepping up to help
open doors to a safer future for survivors of domestic
violence,” said Tuesdi Dyer, CASA’s Development Director.
“People just get it. This shelter is a necessity and the
community is clearly committed to sustaining this vital place
of refuge for decades to come.”

Behind the fresh paint and energized volunteers are a
mortgage and operating expenses that have grown to match
the organization’s expanded services but, many organization
face a drop in new donations immediately after construction
of a new facility. One local philanthropic organization is
making sure this will not be the case for CASA. How? With a
$1 million dollar challenge. Yesterday, the Sonia Raymund
Foundation announced that it will match new donations to
CASA’s capital campaign, dollar for dollar.
“I know that not everyone can write a check for a million
dollars. I happen to be one of the lucky ones,” said Sonia
Raymund, Foundation Director. “But CASA needs the money.
I ask you to give, and give big, because I am prepared to
write a check for up to a million dollars.”
With the newly announced donation matching program,
CASA is within reach of completely paying off its remaining
construction costs, potentially saving millions of dollars in
interest payments over the life of the mortgage.
All donations to CASA’s shelter will be doubled automatically
under the new program, until the $1 million matching fund
is depleted. Please donate at www.casa-stpete.org/shelter, by
calling (727) 895-4912, or by mailing a check with “Shelter”
written in the memo line to P.O. Box 414, St. Petersburg, FL
33731. People seeking information on available naming
opportunities are encouraged to contact John Biesinger at
jbiesinger@casa-stpete.org or (727) 895-4912 x105.
CASA, Community Action Stops Abuse, has been providing
lifesaving services to women, men, and children living with domestic
violence since 1977.
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THE SALVADOR - DOWNTOWN’S NEWEST CONDO DEVELOPMENT

What would you call a new
condominium development being
built in the shadow of the Dali?
The Salvador, of course.
Downtown is full of new
developments and the Salvador
offers the finest in upscale, condo
living.
The thirteen floor building, with two floors of parking and 11
floors of units, is located at the corner of 1st Street S. and
Dali Blvd (about 5th Avenue S.), only a few steps away from
The Dali Museum, the Mahaffey, Al Lang / Rowdies Stadium
and the USF/SP Campus. It is only a few blocks away of All
Children’s and Bayfront Medical Center, in the quiet part of
town, away from the noise of Central Avenue and traffic of
Beach Drive, but still close by.
The developer, Tampa based DDA Development, is a fullservice real estate development company with experience in
building this type of living environment. Salvador’s design is
Dali inspired and is a truly green development. It is
constructed with environmentally sensitive materials inside
and out featuring eco-friendly features, energy efficient doors,
windows, air-conditioners, pool, recycling and landscaping.
Each unit has 8’ high window walls with sliding glass doors
leading to private balconies with clear railings, bedrooms
with two 7’ windows, 9’ ceilings (8’ in the kitchens), 7’ high
solid core wood doors and wide plank hard wood flooring.
Kitchens feature stainless steel equipment including Bosch
36” wide refrigerators with French door bottom freezer, 5burner gas range with built-in warming drawer, a microwave
pushbutton drawer, dishwasher, 30 bottle wine cooler, quartz

counter tops, contemporary
cabinets with European
hardware and LED lighting
fixtures.
The two-story lobby includes
a concierge station and
meeting room. There is
controlled access to the
lobby and garage, security
system, bicycle parking,
fitness room, club room with
kitchen and big screen TV,
WiFi, and storage areas all
managed by a professional property management company.
There is an 11,000 square foot amenity deck on the third
level with an outdoor fire pit, sitting area, dining area with
gas range, furniture and large umbrellas. The pool deck is
elevated with a spa and heated saltwater pool, sculpture
garden, rock and bamboo water garden and an energy
efficient generator to operate all life-safety systems.
Pets are welcome and a state of the art dog walk area with a
cleaning station is on the pool deck level.
Units are still available but, nearly half have already been
sold. Prices range from $345,000 for the 1BR/1.5B and
450,000 to $900,000 for 2BR/2B units. There are still a few
three bedroom penthouses at $1,275,000. Construction is
expected to take 15 months and will begin soon.
For a complete view of the project, visit TheSalvador.com.
Smith and Associates is the primary real estate broker.
Contact David Moyer, Director of Development Services at
813-928-2062 DMoyer@SmithandAssociates.com.
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BIO-IDENTICAL HORMONE PELLETS: BEST METHOD TO RESTORE HORMONE BALANCE
by Dr. Stacey Robinson
As people age, many suffer from symptom caused by
decreasing levels of reproductive hormones. Women going
through menopause often experience mood swings, hot
flashes, night sweats, fuzzy thinking, decreased sex drive,
headaches and weight gain. Men with low testosterone can
experience poor sleep, increased body fat, lack of sex drive,
depression, irritability or a general lack of motivation.
It has been known for decades that correcting hormone
levels can improve the symptoms and quality of life. The
pharmaceutical industry created synthetic hormones such as
Premarin and Provera (Prempro) for women. Unlike bioidentical hormones, synthetics are different structurally from
human hormone and can be patented generating big
profits for the industry. While they do reduce some hormone
deficiency symptoms, they do not restore balance in a way
that the body recognizes. The Women’s Health Initiative
which studied more than 160,000 woman showed that the
risks (blood clots, breast cancer, and heart attacks) of
treatment with oral, synthetic hormones outweighed the
benefit. Unfortunately this conclusion was also assumed for
non-oral, bio-identical hormones (BHRT), but they have not
been shown to impart the same risks. Recent concerns
about a possible link between testosterone replacement and
heart attacks was contradicted by a larger, more recent
study indicating that optimal levels of testosterone may
actually be protective for heart disease.
Bio-identical hormones are plant-based hormone that
match the molecular structure and function of human
hormones. Bio-identical hormone therapy can be delivered
in pills, patches, creams, lozenges, injections, or small

pellets inserted under the skin. Pellets are the only form of
delivery that closely mirrors what the ovary and testicle do
by ensuring the same steady, around-the-clock, low
dosages the body once created. With pellets, there is no
need to change patches, rub on creams, or remember to
take a pill. And they don’t result in surges and drops in
blood levels as with other methods. Pellets even deliver
more when the body needs it—like during exercise or periods
of stress. Pellets are made by a compounding pharmacy in
the exact dosage that your body needs and inserted by a
physician. They are about the size of a Tic-Tac, and the
procedure is performed in the office in about 10 minutes.
Bio-identical hormone pellets release testosterone and/or
estradiol directly into the bloodstream, bypassing the
gastrointestinal system and liver. They have consistently
demonstrated to be more effective than oral, injected, or
topical methods with regard to sexual function, mood and
cognitive function, metabolic function, bone density, urinary
and vaginal problems, and lipid profiles and typically last
from 3 to 6 months.
If you feel that BHRT might benefit you, I want to stress the
importance of going to a reputable physician who provides
proper evaluation, risk assessment, and monitoring. To find
a physician who is properly trained in BHRT pellet therapy,
go to www.sottopelletherapy.com.
Dr. Stacey Robinson is a board certified physician practicing
in downtown St. Petersburg and owner of Robinson MD.
She can be reached at (727) 329-8859 or via
www.RobinsonMed.com.
Dr. Stacey Robinson is a board certified physician practicing in
downtown St. Petersburg and owner of Robinson MD. She can be
reached at (727) 329-8859 or via www.RobinsonMed.com.
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THE RED CROSS NEEDS YOU

Do you know what your American Red Cross does? I'll bet
you are nodding your head; you think you do. Everyone
thinks of the Red Cross as the big disaster people involved
with hurricanes, floods, and tornadoes, especially in Florida
where we get all three. It is what you see us do on television,
when there is a big crisis. We are at every major disaster
before the TV cameras and long after they are gone, helping
feed and shelter those who have lost everything. We give
hugs. We give hope. We help communities endure.
But the biggest disaster we respond to is not a tornado, flood
or hurricane. More than 90% of the disasters we respond to
are local home fires. Tampa Bay averages a home fire every
single night or about 350 per year. To the family that loses
everything, it's a big disaster and one of the worst days of
their life - and the Red Cross is there.
When a family loses their home and has no place to go, the
fire department calls the Red Cross 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. Red Cross volunteers respond immediately, having
committed to be on scene within 2 hours. They take care of
the family's needs by making sure they have a roof over their
heads that night, food & clothing and that the kids are ready
to go to school the next day. Nurses help replace medication
and eyeglasses and they even give a small toy to the child
who lost all of their belongings but still needs something soft
to cuddle. In the days and weeks that follow, trained Red
Cross volunteer caseworkers help the family on their road to
recovery, making sure they have access to community
resources. Unless you've suffered a house fire you probably
don't know that keeps Red Cross volunteers busy every day.
90% of the Red Cross’s work is done by volunteers. These
special people make a difference every day. Volunteers like
Lisa, who tells the story of a fire she responded to: “I was
called to the scene of a burning house at 8:30 one night.
The elderly lady who lived there left a space heater too close
to a curtain and her wood frame home went up in flames
quickly. She called 911 and ran out with nothing but her cat
and car keys; she was left with nothing. Nothing. When my
team arrived she was in the back of a police car shivering.
We wrapped her in a Red Cross blanket and hugged her
tight. Crying, she was able to give us her daughter’s phone
number but her daughter was in Ohio. It would take some
time for her to get to Tampa. We put her in a hotel for three
nights and helped with her immediate needs until her daughter
arrived. Staying in constant touch with her was important.
She needed our support system. I could only imagine she
might have been my mother, or grandmother and how
grateful I would have been for Red Cross volunteers. Her relief
at seeing us and knowing she would be safe was palpable.
Her hugs and thanks gave more back to us as volunteers
than we ever imagined. I love my work with the Red Cross.”
We have hundreds of wonderful volunteers like Lisa who
want to give back through the Red Cross, but we desperately
need more. In addition to responding to house fires we're
helping our community be prepared by installing smoke
alarms and teaching kids how to be ready for disasters. We
are deep in planning for hurricane season and we’re training
volunteers in logistics, sheltering, etc. Many volunteer jobs
are yet to be filled this season and we need your passion for
helping others to help make a difference. Whether you have
20 hours a week or 2, won't you consider joining our group
of caring and compassionate people?
Learn more about Red Cross volunteer opportunities, at our
open house on Thursdays from 11:30am-1:30pm at our
Tampa office, 3310 W. Main St. Tampa or contact
Margaret.brown@redcross.org for more information.

Bar & Restaurant News...
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NOW OPEN!
Stillwaters Tavern,
a new venture by
the partnership
who also owns
Bella Brava,
finally finished
construction and
opened at 224
Beach Drive, the
site of the former
Bruce Watters
Jewelry store.
Chef Jeffrey Jew, from Washington D.C., is running the
kitchen and planned their “modern American” menu.
The restaurant’s design has an industrial warehouse feel
with 260 indoor and outdoor sidewalk seats. They are
open for lunch, dinner, late night and weekend brunch.
Find them across the street from the Fine Arts Museum.
Visit
www.StillWatersTavern.com for more information.
___________________________________________________

NEW RESTAURANT Brick and Mortar Kitchen and
Wine Bar at opened at 539 Central Ave. in May. The
restaurant, formerly a Tampa and now St. Pete based
catering company, is a true food lovers and "cooks"
restaurant specializing in rustic yet elegant flavors, food
made by hand, unique wines and craft beer. While
billed as a wine bar, the menu features plenty of locally
produced beers. The restaurant opened to rave reviews.
________________
HOFBRAUHAUS
HOUSE This
restaurant, being
built in the
historic Tramor
Restaurant,
previously owned
by the Tampa Bay
Times, should be
opening soon.
Owner Joe
Matuschka and
son Mike are
building the German restaurant which is part of an
international chain based in Munich, Germany.
Matuschka paid $3 million for the building and spent
another $3 million constructing the restaurant located at
124 Fourth Street S. Naturally it will feature German
cuisine including schnitzel, sausages, Bavarian potato
salad, sauerkraut, spaetzle, pretzels and studel and a
Biergarten (beer garden). There will also be a kids
menu featuring hot dogs, macaroni and cheese and
chicken tenders. They plan festive live music and
entertainment nightly. A gift shop will sell steins, shirts,
and beer-to-go. They hope to open in August. Get more
information at www.HofbrauhausStPetersburg.com
___________________________________________________
THE 4 THREE NINE BAR This recently opened bar,
located at 439 1st Avenue N. has same name as the
address. “We are a stylish, local, cozy beer and wine
bar,” says Amber Hill who owns the bar with her
husband David. Amber is a local attorney and offers
10% off to other members of the Florida Bar. They are
applying for a café permit and hope to have tables on
the sidewalk soon. It is across from the Post Office.

More Restaurant News...
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SOUZOU OPENS This
new upscale fusion
restaurant located at
435 Fifth Avenue N.
opened in June. Souzou
is a Japanese word that
means both,
imagination and
creation. The large,
modern restaurant has
an obvious Asian theme
with fierce shogun
warriors on the walls.
The restaurant is owned
by Patrick Marston and
Mike Harting, owner of
3 Daughters Brewing,
and previously with
BellaBrava and Outback
Steakhouse The team’s
vision is to bring worldinspired cuisine and architecture to our area with a
menu divided into “hot and cold” offerings. They also
feature sushi. Most entrees are priced below $25. There
are 182 seats, 70 of which are at the bar. Visit
www.SouzouFusion.com for more information.
___________________________________________________
TOP CHEF Chef Ross Clingman of Renaissance Vinoy’s
Marchand’s Grill won the Giant Silver Spoon Award
and Top Local Chef title with his 501 Reuben sandwich,
using all locally sourced ingredients. It was paired with
a local craft beer. The annual competition produced by
LocalShops1 and the Intensity Academy Gourmet
Sauces was held recently at the Gulfport Casino
Ballroom in front of a sold-out crowd. The judges were
all food experts and included former Food Editor for the
Tampa Bay Times, Janet Keeler.
__________________________________________________
URBAN BREW & BBQ This casual BBQ restaurant
opened in late June in the Grand Central District. The
building was previously home to a gas station. Their
menu features a variety of BBQ dishes all made from
scratch, with all the fixin’s. They serve many craft beers
too, for you to enjoy while eat all their craft BBQ. See
their menu online at www.UrbanBrewandBBQ.com.
They are located at 2601 Central Avenue in the Grand
Central Neighborhood.
___________________________________________________
THE MILL This restaurant, in the Progress Plaza
building, at 200 Central Avenue, is opening in the
former site of JoJo’s In Citta, soon. D&G Restaurant
Group owners Ted Dorsey and Jason Griffin are
opening The Mill along with several investors. Executive
Chef Dorsey’s recent credits include St. Pete Beach’s
Castile Restaurant plus Copperfish, Boca Café and
Ciro’s Speakeasy all located in Tampa. Griffin, the deal
maker, works in tandem with Dorsey on concept
development. The team includes Ryan Pines, Director of
Beverage (most recently with Tampa’s Edison Food Lab,
and
Tim GuzInski, Director of Operations.
___________________________________________________
STILL UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Fresh Kitchen and Daily Eats, 4447 Fourth Street N.
Cider Press, 601 Central Avenue
Pipos Café, 8 Fourth Street N.
Tony’s Pizza, 535 Central Avenue
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NEW SHOW AT THE DALI

The Dalí Museum will electrify audiences again,
presenting another celebrated artist this summer as they
open Escher at the Dalí on August 22. The show will
highlight M.C. Escher, a renowned artist, whose visual
illusions puzzle and delight audiences worldwide, and is
best known for his “impossible constructions” and use of
tessellation.Coming on the heels of exhibitions from
famed artists including Picasso, Warhol and da Vinci,
Escher at the Dalí adds yet another inspiring perspective
for visitors, and will run through Jan 3, 2016, just prior
to the Museum’s grand opening of Disney & Dali:
Architects of the Imagination.
On loan from the Herakleidon Museum in Athens,
Greece, this robust exhibition will feature 135 works
covering Escher’s entire artistic career. The show includes
an array of the artist’s famous works such as “Drawing
Hands,” “Reptiles” and “Waterfall” alongside rarely
exhibited early drawings of family members, panoramas
of exotic landscapes and historic architecture of Italy and
Spain, original preparatory sketches, mezzotints and more.
Through July 26th, visitors still have the chance to view
the Museum’s current exhibition “Dalí and da Vinci:
Minds, Machines and Masterpieces.” The exhibit features
reproductions of da Vinci books and paintings; original
and reproduced Dalí manuscripts, prints, paintings and
sculpture; and the reimagined invented objects both da
Vinci and Dalí proposed in advance of their times. This
engaging show allows visitors of all ages to explore the
fantastical inventions and creations of these two great
minds. A free audio tour was recently added, providing
an in-depth explanation for viewers.

MOREAN ARTS SUMMER CAMP

Great visuals are everywhere this time of year at the
different facilities comprising Morean Arts Center in
downtown St. Petersburg, as boys and girls ages 5-15 in
Art Camp learn from the professionals. Whether it’s
sitting at a wheel and throwing clay to make a vase,
learning the magic of creating a glass bowl or drawing
and painting a keepsake that will be cherished the rest
of their life, kids are being introduced to the wonders of
art and having a blast. They have added an 11th week
of camp. Scholarships are available for children whose
families cannot afford the weekly camp fee. Visit
moreanartscenter.org or call 822.7872 for information.

MFA COOKBOOK

In observance of its 50th anniversary, the Museum of Fine
Arts (MFA), St. Petersburg and the Margaret Acheson Stuart
Society plan to publish Food + Art: Cooking around Tampa
Bay with the Museum of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg. The
keepsake cookbook, available in Fall 2015, features a
collection of 120 recipes from Stuart Society members,
staff, docents, artists, collectors, cultural and civic leaders,
as well as chefs and others in the Tampa Bay community.
Recipes range from splashy party dishes to vegetarian
main dishes to simple weeknight dinners, with chapters that
include: Starters, Drinks, Brunch, Soups, Pastas, Salads,
Pizza, Meats, Seafood, Vegetables and Sweets. The
beautiful book, worthy of the MFA’s aesthetic standards, will
also highlight selected works from its collections.
Food + Art: Cooking around Tampa Bay with the Museum
of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg can be pre-ordered for $35 +
shipping/handling at the MFA Store or online via The Stuart
Society’s website. For more information or to pre-order the
cookbook, visit: www.thestuartsociety.org/cookbookproject.
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BUILDING A DREAM FOR A CHARITY THAT STARTED WITH A CELEBRITY

The First Tee of St. Petersburg, a leading youth mentoring
program that uses golf to emphasize life skills, plans to build
a home base for their organization at 3800 22nd Avenue
South. The St. Petersburg chapter was awarded a $250,000
Community Development Block Grant in May. The city has
also dedicated a practice area for The First Tee of St.
Petersburg which includes 3 holes for the junior golf
program and adult golf development.
Annually, the chapter reaches over 4100 participants, ages
6-18 with 85% considered “at risk”. Additionally, they
provide scholarship assistance to over 75% of their
participants. With a current graduation rate of 50% in the
Twin Brooks area, the need intensifies to build a center
focused around The First Tee Nine Core Values® of honesty,
integrity, confidence, perseverance, respect, sportsmanship,
responsibility, courtesy, and judgment.
The dreams of building the center have been at the forefront
of Executive Director Rick Waltman’s mind, for 10 years. Rick
asks “What if ALL kids had the chance to learn how to play
golf? What if they learned life lessons that golf imparts?”
This dream, however, comes with a big price tag of
$800,000. Rick states, “Now we need help.”
The hope is construction will start in September. The building
will serve as a multi-purpose learning center and include
classrooms, computer labs, fitness and recreation rooms.
The project budget includes the construction of the facility as
well as funds for operations, added programs, and outreach
efforts. They have raised $600,000 including the Grant.
Contact Pamela Arbisi, Director of Business Development at
parbisi@TheFirstTeeStPetersburg.org or call (727) 551-3300,
to get involved or visit TheFirstTeeStPetersburg.org.

Another individual
with the same
dream is touring
LPGA professional
Brittany Lincicome,
who grew up in
Seminole and
started playing golf
at the age of nine.
At 19, she won her
first Pro victory, the
2006 HSBC Women’s World Match Play Championship. She
credits her success to her family. In 2010, Brittany, realizing
not all children have a strong support system, became a
Legacy Partner of The First Tee of St. Petersburg by giving
startup money to the chapter. She also donated her entire
$77,500 purse from the 2011 RR Donnelly LPGA Founders
Cup as seed money. Brittany states, “It’s an amazing
program. To watch our youths prosper both on and off the
course is very rewarding.” Brittany. To learn more about
Brittany Lincicome, LPGA please visit her website at
www.brittany1golf.com.
The First Tee of St. Petersburg, the leading junior golf and
youth development program for ages 6-18, teaches golf
fundamentals, rules, etiquette, and life skills education,
along with the Nine Core Values®. Their mission is to
positively impact St. Petersburg’s youth by ensuring fair
access to all and instilling life skills through the game of golf.
They welcome children of all ethnicities and no child is
turned away for inability to pay. Classes, clinics, and camps
are held year-round at the three city-owned golf courses:
Twin Brooks, Cypress Links, and Mangrove Bay.
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THE REAL ESTATE ANSWER LINE
BY LIBBY & RON SALAMONE
RE/MAX METRO

Questions: My wife and I have been looking for a downtown condo for
about six months, but without success.
I have been diligent with my research, choosing buildings, locations
and amenities I think my wife will like. However, it doesn’t matter how
many condos we look at, she always has objections: too small, too big,
not enough closets, wrong floor, wrong view and on and on. She
complains so much I’m surprised our Realtor doesn’t stop the car and
ask her to get out.
We agree we want to move from our house and into a downtown condo, and we have several people who would like to
buy our house. What can I do to find a condo my wife will like?

Answer: Maybe your wife subconsciously feels she is just along for the ride in your search for a condo. There is an old
real estate school saying and we observe it has some truth in it, “The decision maker always sits in the front seat.” While
that axiom may not always be true, the person who rides in front seat with the Realtor usually is more involved in the
house hunting process while the person in the back seat - well, that one sort of takes the back seat. Next time you look
at condos, ask your wife to sit in the front seat with the Realtor. You will be surprised what a quick and effective difference
this small change can make
Instead of doing all the research yourself, encourage your wife to choose the condos you will see. This goes along the
same principle if you let your family choose the vegetable at the grocery; they are more apt to eat it for dinner.
If your wife feels more in charge and involved in the process, she will probably take more responsibility and look at
condos more objectively. Chances are she will begin to separate the “needs” you both have in a
condo from your “wants” or wish list and together you will find a condo that is right for you.

Libby & Ron Salamone - 727-560-667- 727-708-1800 www.StPeteUnique.com

Organizational News...
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DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS CIVIC ASSOCIATION
They supported fines for repeat violations of the noise
ordinance covering late night music. The first fine will
remain the same at $218 and then progress to $350
and then $500.
Phil Graham, prominent landscape architect and founder
of the Waterfront Parks Foundation was the speaker at a
recent meeting. He called the waterfront parks ‘The Gem
of St Petersburg’. They call them their front yard.
This is an association of associations representing the
interests of the residents of downtown St Petersburg. They
hold business meetings on the fourth Friday of the month
in Bayfront Tower. Please call if you want to attend a
meeting. Contact Marion Lee, President, at 894-9491 or
visit www.StPete-DRCA.org.
FRIENDS OF THE MIRROR LAKE LIBRARY
They meet the first Wednesday of the month at 6pm, the
next meetings are August 5 and September 2. Call
President, Wayne Finley at 813-767-5503 or email
MWayneFinley@Yahoo.com.
DOWNTOWN ST. PETE TOASTMASTERS
Get the biggest bang for your buck with continuing
education in leadership and development. Become an
experienced hands-on speaker and leader with over 25
directions of learning. It’s not just a speech class, it’s a
journey. City Power Toastmasters teaches confidence
through practice, practice and more practice. St. Petersburg
Municipal Services Bldg., One 4th St. N., room 600, 6th
floor from noon to one p.m. each Wednesday. We are a
fun, upbeat and education based group of professionals all
learning at our own pace. Visit for free and see what it’s all
about. Membership is only $20 initial fee and $43 for 6
months. Call Alexis Shuder 727-893-7918.
GRAND CENTRAL DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
They are commemorating their 15th Anniversary with
several events including the Taste of Grand Central
Tuesday, July 28. Participating restaurants will donate
10% of their sales that day back to the GCDA. See their
web site, www.GrandCentralDistrict.org for participating
restaurants.
For information on the Grand Central District
Association, call Lauren Ruiz at 828-7006 or email her
at GCDA@GrandCentralDistrict.org.
ST. PETERSBURG YACHT CLUB
The Seven Seas Cruising Association (SSCA) is hosting its
annual GAM (Conference)at the St Pete Yacht Club, 11
Central Avenue on September 19. It is for both sailors
and cruisers. There will be dozens of topics covered in a
seminar format. The cost of GAM is $35 (members) or
$45 (non-members). All profits go directly to supporting
boating education and legislative efforts not only in
Florida but worldwide. The event is from 8am to 5pm.
Enjoy a full day of nautical presentations, plus light
breakfast & buffet lunch. Vendors are on site throughout
the day. There is also a 6:30pm dinner ($25) with a
presentation on Cruising Cuba on a Sailboat. Register
online at 222.SSCA.org. For more information, call Al
Lima at 813-230-6751.
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ART & MUSEUM NEWS

THE DALÍ MUSEUM
895-6620
620 1st Ave. South
www.studio620.org
The Dali Museum will electrify audiences again,
presenting another celebrated artist as they open Escher
at the Dali on August 22. The show will highlight M.C.
Escher, a renowned artist, whose visual illusions puzzle
and delight audiences worldwide, and is best known for
his “impossible constructions” and use of tessellation.
Coming on the heels of exhibitions from famed artists
including Picasso, Warhol and da Vinci, Escher at the
Dali adds yet another inspiring perspective for visitors,
and will run through Jan 3, 2016, just prior to the
Museum’s grand opening of Disney & Dali: Architects of
the Imagination.
Their last outdoor Cult Classic Summer Movie Series of
the summer, Animal House, is August 6. The Cult Classic
Series features food, garden games and they encourage
attendees to come in costume of the theme of the film.
They offer $5 craft beer tastings throughout the night.
Cult Classics is FREE and open to the public and you
can tour the Museum at a reduced $10 price. The event
is held rain or shine (inside in case of rain.)
FLORIDA CraftArt
821.7391
501 Central Ave.
FloridaCraftArt.com
World On a String: Masters of Puppetry: Featuring the
Pellone/Barrett Puppet Collection and Florida Artists
The art of puppetry is to capture the
essence of the human spirit through
theatrical storytelling, where the artist
and object become one through
performance art, theater and a touch
of magic.
In this exhibition of nearly 100
puppets and masks, take a trip
around the globe through the Pellone/
Barrett Puppet Collection, touching on
puppet pioneers and the major forms
of puppetry, such as hand and rod
Artist: Greg Pellone
puppets from Europe, intricate shadow
puppets, water puppets and elaborate masks from all
over Asia, marionettes from Sicily to Nepal, folk art
puppets from Mexico to Africa used for sacred
ceremonies and life celebrations, to the sheer
entertainment of Punch and Judy. A highlight in this
exhibition is a full size Punch and Judy Theater set from
which a special performance will be held in the gallerya traditional Punch and Judy play has been written and
will be performed by puppet collector Greg Pellone.
BROCANTE VINTAGE MARKET This once a month
market features vintage finds. It is on Saturday and
Sundays at 2200 Second Avenue S.

SECOND SATURDAY ARTWALK StPeteArtsAlliance.org
Meet the artists and gallery owners during this casual,
festive evening as over 40 studios and galleries in the
Central Arts District, Waterfront Arts District, EDGE
District, Grand Central District and the Warehouse Arts
District come together as one destination. It is held every
second Saturday of the month from 5-9 pm. Download
the map and list of participants to plan your art evening.

MOREAN ARTS CENTER
822.7872
719 Central Ave.
MoreanArtsCenter.org
Their 5th Annual Great St Pete Cupcake Contest is
Saturday, August 15 from 12-3pm. Registration is open.
If you think you make the best cupcakes in town, plan to
enter this contest. All participants must submit a
minimum of 6 cupcakes and additional cupcakes for the
public. They will be judged by seven local well-known
judges. Entries must be present by 11:30am. Judging
begins at Noon. Winners are announced at 3pm. The
first place prize is the coveted (handblown) glass Cup
Cake trophy. Plus, you get bragging rights for one year.
The cost to enter is $15. The cost to attend is Free. The
cost to vote is $1 per vote. The event is held inside the
Art Center. Download an application online.

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
896-2667
255 Beach Dr NE
www.fine-arts.org
The MFA continues its 50th anniversary celebration with its
most expansive survey of
photography to date.
Approximately 200 images are
featured in Five Decades of
Photography at the Museum of
Fine Arts, featuring The
Dandrew-Drapkin Collection,
through Sunday, October 4.
Many were gifts from Ludmila
and Bruce Dandrew and
Chitranee and Dr. Robert L.
Drapkin, whose donations
elevated the collection to an
entirely new level.
André Kértesz
The images extend from the
Satiric Dancer
formative days of the medium in the
mid-nineteenth century to the early twenty-first. They
encompass fine art, photojournalism, portraits, breathtaking
landscapes, and recent experimentation. It reveals why
photography is one of our most vibrant, popular art forms.
Make and Take Saturday - The first and third Saturday of
the month, 11 am-2 pm. It is free with Museum admission.
No registration necessary. For ages five and older, but
entire families are encouraged to participate.
CRAFTYFEST
324-3878
2030 Central Avenue
ArtPoolRules.com
This is a monthly market that includes local arts, Etsy
crafters, vintage and retro goods, jewelry and plants. It is
held Saturday and Sunday at the Art Pool Gallery

ARTS ALLIANCE GRANT WINNERS
The St Petersburg Arts Alliance, partnered with the City of St
Petersburg’s office of Cultural Affairs and the Arts Advisory
Committee, announced the first twelve Arts Grant recipients.
The grants are intended to provide financial assistance to
resident artists for projects that support public engagement
of their work in the Visual Arts, Dance Music and Theater
disciplines. The artists begin their projects this month. The
2015 winners are: Betty Soto, Jennifer Zoellner, Tom
Sivakwill, April Hartley, Melissa Yungbluth, David Manson,
Mark Stevens, Ya La’ford, James Oleson, Helen Hansen
French, and Elisabeth Baker.
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GFWC ST PETERSBURG WOMAN’S CLUB
Their Second Annual FoodScape Competition is July 26.
There will be four categories - individuals, businesses,
groups and families. It is free to enter and $5 to visit the
show. Proceeds benefit the Mr. Strong Foundation. To
register call Joanne Walker, 822-4982 or email her at
FoodScapeCompetition@Verizon.net.
Grab your hats and boots and attend their Western BBQ
and Dance August 8 at 6pm at the Woman’s Club on
Snell Island Blvd. There will be music, darts, dancing and
BBQ - BYOB. This fundrasier is $15 each or $25/couple.
To reserve a seat, call Joan Jaicks at 896-5097.
Musical Director Michelle Rego will provide a program at
the annual fall luncheon, which is the beginning of their
new year. Bring a covered dish to share and new
children’s underwear for North Shore Elementary School.
Many of their kids are in nearby homeless shelters. Call
the Clubhouse at 822-4982
For more information on the St Petersburg Woman’s Club,
see web site www.StPetersburgWomansClub.org or call
Judy Zamanillo at 822-6659.
ROTARY CLUB OF ST. PETERSBURG
Rotary Club of St Petersburg meets every Friday at noon at
the Orange Blossom Catering facility, 220 4th Street N. For
information, call 822-3277 or visit www.SPRotary.org.
Roy Adams received the St. Petersburg Rotary Club’s Dr.
Charlie Martin Rotarian of the Year Award for 2015. Public
Information Officer at All Children's Hospital, Roy joined
the club in 2004 and serves on the club's board of
directors. The award was presented by Bob Carter at the
club's annual meeting on Fri. June 19. The award
recognizes a long-time member who is regular in Rotary
attendance, has not sought the limelight and has placed
personal family values high in the order of life.
ST PETERSBURG SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
They meet monthly at the Sailing Center, located at 250
2nd Avenue SE. In addition, they sponsor local seminars
and provide courses several times a month including:
How to Use a Chart: July 22 at 7pm - The NOAA Chart
is the quintessential reference to chart details, but it may
be difficult to understand. This course walks you through
the essentials of plotting and measuring a safe course
with the USPS plotter. Materials include MapTech’s
waterproof flip/fold Chart Symbols and On The Water
Guide for on-boat reference. The seminar is FREE,
materials are $35 and space is limited to 20.
Sail Trim and Rigging: August 24 at 7pm - This 7-week
course, available to anyone 12 and older, covers
Required Safety Equipment, Boat Handling, Rules of the
Road, Navigational Aids, Anchoring, Adverse Conditions,
Communications, Trailering, PWC Operation, Knots and
Lines, and an introduction to charts. Graduates qualify
for a Florida Boating Safety Education ID card and may
also qualify for insurance discounts.
Pre-registration for all seminars is required at
www.Boating-StPete.org. Contact Jeff Eckhart at 4249800 or email him at JeffEckhart41@Gmail.com for
more information.

Organizational News...
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HISTORIC OLD NORTHEAST NEIGHBORHOOD ASSN. ,
Their meetings are quarterly on the third Monday of the
month (except for holidays). The next meeting is
September 21. They meet at the West Minster
Presbyterian Church, 126 11th Avenue NE, 7pm.
Upcoming casual mixers, called Porch Parties include:
August 21: Sunken Gardens
September 18: Location to be announced soon
Visit HONNA.org or call 269-5521. Peter Motzenbecker,
President, can be reached at President@HONNA.org.
ST PETERSBURG PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Their next Downtown Walking Evening Tour is scheduled
for August 19 at 6:30 pm. The tour starts in front of the
Snell Arcade (405 Central Ave.) and offers history with a
literary twist. Tour goers learn about the rich history of St
Pete’s unique architecture from Mediterranean Revival
jewels like the Snell Arcade to the revived Crislip Arcade,
while gaining inspiration from local writers who will read
their work. Bring your favorite Florida poem and read it
when you feel moved. Hang around after the tour and
for a drink at one of the many local establishments.
For more information about the organization, visit
www.StPetePreservation.org or contact Peter Belmont,
Chairman, St Petersburg Preservation at 463-4612.
Follow them on FaceBook by searching for Saint
Petersburg Preservation.
ALBERT WHITTED AIRPORT PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Their monthly Pancake Breakfasts at Albert Whitted in
the Hangar Restaurant includes pancakes, eggs, meat,
home fries, grits, orange juice and coffee. People of all
ages are invited. Breakfast is from 8am until 11am. Next
events are August 4th and September 5th. For more
information on AWAPS, go to www.Awaps.org or call
Terri Griner at 822-1532.
ST PETE DNA
General meetings are held quarterly at the Sunshine
Center to provide members information and a forum for
discussion regarding Downtown issues. They are
normally held on the second Thursday.
Porch Parties are held several times a year normally at
area restaurants and businesses. Tickets are $10-15 for
members and $15-20 for non-members. This includes
most food and beverages. Visit www.StPeteDNA.org for
exact dates and locations.
The DNA represents residents and homeowners in the
area between MLK JR. Street, to the waterfront, from 5th
Avenue S. to 5th Avenue N. Membership is $15 a year.
GFWC JUNIOR WOMEN’S CLUB
This non-profit volunteer organization is for young
women over 18. They meet on the first Tuesday of each
month (except June and July) at 7pm. The next meeting
is August 4th. Visit www.SPJWC.org or call Audra Ames
415-6397 to get involved.
PINELLAS COUNTY REPUBLICANS
The Pinellas County Republican Executive Committee will
hold their monthly meeting on Monday, August 10th, 7
pm at Banquet Masters 13355 49th Street, Clearwater
33763. All registered Republicans are welcome. For
more information, contact Charlotte Smith at 539-6009
or email info@pinellasrepublicans.com.

