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BAYLY’S BLUFFS

The Bluffs on the north side of West Bay in 1900

For years, people have lived on top of Belleair’s bluffs.
Before developers filled the bay with islands, the cliffs,
made mostly of sand and rock, rose more than 50 feet
above the edge of the bay, now known as the
Intracoastal Waterway. It is there that P.J. Bayly, one of the
area’s first settlers, lived and why the area came to be
called Bayly’s Bluff.
In the mid-1800s, P.J. Bayly, a citrus farmer, owned the
land on both sides of today’s West Bay Drive from the
water, east to Indian Rocks Road. Of course, there was
no bridge connecting the mainland to the beach; there
was nothing but a narrow, dirt trail leading through
Bayly’s land down to the water’s edge.
P.J. Bayly, the second son of an English sheep herding
family, was raised in Australia. As a young man, he
traveled by boat to San Francisco, then rode a train to St
Louis where he boarded another boat that traveled down
the Mississippi River to New Orleans, where he then
sailed to Cedar Key. In Cedar Key, he met Captain John
Lowe and sailed to Key West aboard Lowe’s “Asa Lowe”.
Captain Lowe owned land in Key West and in our Anona
area. Through Bayly’s chance meeting with Lowe, he met
other Lowes and married one. They lived in Key West for
a few years, where five of their seven children were born.
Bayly relocated to the Pinellas area, settling near Captain
Lowe’s homestead. To his north was a new town called
Clear Water and to his south was Anona. There was
nothing to his east because Largo didn’t exist, yet.

In 1883, Bayly bought his first piece of land, which was
on the south side of what is now West Bay Drive. He
cleared it and planted citrus trees, as many area settlers
were doing. His grove was named “Sandsfoot Grove”
and had about 20 acres. Later, he bought more property
on the north side of today’s West Bay Drive.
Between 1894 and 1898, the area was hit with three
hard freezes. It almost wiped out all the groves in the
state. Only a few survived and Bayly’s was one of them.
It was theorized that the grove’s location on top of the
bluff provided warmth from the warm water of the bay.
After the freezes, with some of the area’s only living trees,
Bayly’s groves became a source for other growers to
obtain budwood, a shoot of a plant bearing buds
suitable for grafting onto a rootstock plant. The
procedure involved removing buds from Bayly’s trees,
splitting the bark of a healthy stock tree, inserting the
bud, and sealing it with wax and paper. Within a few
weeks, it would then begin to grow, becoming a budded
or grafted tree. The process is still practiced today as a
seedling will take many years to produce fruit, while a
budded tree will produce fruit in approximately one-third
of the time.
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Do you need another copy of this
newsletter? Ask for them at USA
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This newsletter is printed every
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the people advertising here. If
you are an IRB resident wanting
to advertise, you get a discount.
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advertising in our other issues
Belleair Area, Clearwater Beach
and Downtown St. Petersburg.

To advertise in the next issue,
call us. Read this or our
other issues online, at
BeachNewsletters.com
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Gregg Mims
Building Department: . . . . . . . . 517-0404
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IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM . . . 593-3861
Across from the Post Office
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.. . . 517-3131
Becky Griffin, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER . . . . . . . . 596-4331
Next to City Hall, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd
POST OFFICE / IRB. . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Avenue 33785, Near Crabby Bill’s
Mon-Fri 8:30A-4:30P; Sat 9A-12:00P
IRB ROTARY
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
ACTION 2000
Eric Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm

LITTLE LEAGUE . . . . . . . . . . . . 735-4574
IRB WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . 595-4575
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Gulf Beaches. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS . . 595-1038
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
SEWER / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
TRASH / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St. Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-545-6421
Republican, District 66
5511 Park Street N. St. Petersburg
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, FL 33772
www.house.gov/young

CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

NOVEMBER
IRB Community Garden Opening 9
Veterans Boat Parade
9
Anona Elementary Reunion
9
Sunday in Belleair Concert
10
Veteran’s Day
11
Art Center Unwrapped Show Opens 11
Community Clean Up Week 11-13
Homeowners Happy Hour
14
Manatee Season Protection Opens 15
America Recycles Day
15
Dixieland Jazz Classic
15-17
Farm City Day Heritage Village 16
Beaujolais Nouveau
21
Boat Club Meeting Jimmy Guanas 21
Festival of Trees / Clearwater 22-24
Harvest Blessing Benefit Bash
23
Messiah Concert at COTI Church 24
Public Schools Close for Thanksgiving 25
Hanukkah Begins
27
Turkey Trot Run Clearwater
28
Thanksgiving
28
Heritage Village Holiday Decorations 29
Botanical Gardens Holiday Lights 29
CW Marine Aquarium Reopens
29-31
IRB Garage Sale
30-1
Hurricane Season Ends
30

DECEMBER
IRB Holiday Tree Lighting
6
Post Office Toys for Tots
7
Christmas Festival COTI Church
7
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
7
Holiday Home Tour Heritage Village 7
Gift & Plant Sale Botanical Gardens 8
IRB Holiday Street Parade
8
HOA Holiday Toy Drive
11
Century 21 Santa Photos
11
Christmas Caroling by COTI
13
Winter Wonderland at McGough Park 13
Lighted Boat Parade Indian Shores 15
IRB Candidate Qualifying Begins 16
Capitol Theater Reopens
18
Captain’s Meeting IRB Lighted Parade 19
IRB Candidate Qualifying Ends
20
IRB Holiday Lighted Boat Parade 21
Art Center Unwrapped Show Closes 20
Winter Begins
21
Public School Close for Holidays 23
Beef-O-Brady Bowl
23
Kwanzaa Begins
26
Outback Bowl Clearwater Beach 30
Dog Parade Botanical Gardens 29
Dog & Skate Park Permits Expire 31
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BAYLY’S BLUFFS, Continued

Between the second and third heavy freeze, Bayly planted a
grove of grapefruit trees budded on to sour stock. It did not
freeze during the next big freeze. In an interview printed in
the Largo Area Historical Society’s book “Largo Florida
then ‘til …..” P.J.’s son, Taver Bayly is quoted as saying “In
1902, my father sent [tree] samples to Washington, D.C.,
to the department of agriculture, the Division of Pomology.
These grapefruit (called pomelos) were compared to the
originals. They wanted to name this variety after my father,
but he only wanted the pleasure of being able to produce
this variety. There are letters from the Department in the
Pinellas County Museum relating to this.”
When President McKinley came south on a special train trip
during his term in office, they made a special request for
Bayly’s oranges and grapefruit. After McKinley returned to
Washington, Bayly received a request for more of his
oranges, with a note stating “those oranges were the best I
have ever tasted.”
P.J. Bayly was also a fruit packer, operating a packing
house near today’s Harbor Hills. In those days, locals were
required to buy at least two boxes of citrus at a time. Much
of Bayly’s fruit was sold to the Belleview Biltmore Hotel.
Regular orders came from the Southern Railway Company
for its dining cars in Georgia, Alabama and other nearby
states.
The Pinellas Counselor, reported in 1910 “Mr Bayly
frequently boasted that he gets more juice inside a
grapefruit or orange than any other grower. This was
attributed to the peculiar combination of the Bayly’s Bluff’s
soil and the climate.”
Life in the area was hard. Telephones began to appear

around 1890. When Bayly’s youngest daughter was about
to be born, they asked the operator to work past 8 o’clock,
so he could call a Clear Water doctor if necessary, because
phone service was only available during the day. They did
not have electricity, instead they used oil burning lamps.
There were no paved roads or cars. The roads were sand
and people used horse-drawn carts or bicycles. Electricity
from a power plant in Clearwater came around 1910,
after the city incorporated, but it was only for lights at night.
“I remember Bayly’s Bluff,” pioneer Alma Cluster was
quoted. “It was an easy walk to the Bluffs from where we
lived. We would go there for a picnic and swimming.
Sometimes we went there for an early breakfast. It was fun
to slide down the bluff to the water’s edge. The
undergrowth was heavy and coming back up the bluff, it
was necessary to scramble up the bank holding onto the
blackberry bushes. Fishing was excellent there.”
Fishing in those days was wonderful,” said Taver Bayly, P.J.’s
son. “We would go down to Bayly’s Bluff and you could
catch all the stone crabs you wanted, in no time at all. If
mother said she wanted a red fish for dinner, we would go
to the mouth of McKay’s Creek and with a fiddler crab for
bait, we would quickly catch a ten-pounder. If mother
asked for mullet, we could throw out our cast-net and catch
8 or 10 or 15 in a throw. You cannot imagine how many
fish were in the bay.”
In 1909 Bayly sold some of his land on the south side to
Barnard Kilgor. Most of the rest was sold during the Florida
Land Boom around 1925-26.
Much of this information is courtesy of the Largo Historical Society
and found in their book “Largo Florida…Then ‘til”. ® Circa 1980.

Did You Know....
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RAY CHARLES In January,
the cost of postage is going
up again from 46¢ to 49¢
for a first class stamp. You
can avoid the cost increase
by buying their Forever
stamps, the latest of which
is the Ray Charles stamp.
The Post Office is selling the
16 stamps and a CD of his
music for $9.99. Since it is
a Forever stamp, it means
even after the cost of
postage goes up 3¢, you can still use them.
Ray Charles Robinson, born on September 23, 1930,
was blinded as a child, and over came his handicap to
become a well-known pianist, lyricist and singer. Some
of his best-known songs are: Georgia On My Mind, I
Got A Woman, What’d I Say, Shake Your Tail Feathers,
You Are My Sunshine, Unchain My Heart, I Can’t Stop
Loving
You, You Don’t Know Me and Hit The Road Jack.
___________________________________________________
E-MAIL THE SHERIFF Residents wishing to contact the
Indian Rocks Beach Community Policing Officer can now
email him at irbcpo@pcsonet.com. This is another way to
communicate with the Sheriff’s office.
___________________________________________________
FARM CITY DAY November 16, from 10 am – 2 pm, the
Pinellas County Farm Bureau will sponsor a Farm City Day
Celebration at Pinellas County’s Heritage Village. This is
the kickoff for Farm City Week, celebrated nationally and
created to educate people about agriculture. Hands on
activities include making butter and ice cream at the "dairy
barn," milking goats, petting chickens and bunnies, and
agriculturally
themed arts and crafts. Free.
___________________________________________________
TOYS FOR TOTS Saturday, December 7th, local Post
Office carriers, will collect toys for the Marine Corp’s toy
drive. Leave a new, unwrapped toy by your mailbox and
your postal carrier will transport it to the Marine Corp.
Don’t forget the older kids. If you are not going to be
home, drop them off at any Post Office building.
_________________________________________________
DINNER FOR VETERANS On Sunday, November 10
JD's Restaurant & Lounge is offering all Veterans a 5oz
steak dinner with mashed and gravy for just $5!
___________________________________________________
SECOND TIME AROUNDERS MARCHING BAND
They will perform LIVE on
television, during the
National Cherry Blossom
Parade in Washington
DC - April, 2014. Now is
a Great time to join the
Rounders if you’ve ever
marched in a high
school, college, or
military marching band!
The Rounders perform locally, nationally, and internationally.
Their most recent performance was in the Conch Republic
parade in Key West and most notable was the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade in 2008. Ages 18-85, with 450
members, the Second Time Arounders Marching Band is
the first all-ages band in the country! The Band supports
arts and music programs in local schools. For information
about the Band, visit www.secondtimearounders.org.
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CAPITAL THEATER SET
TO REOPEN The first
performance is scheduled
for Dec 18, 2013 and they
are working six & seven
days a week to be ready.
Many changes were
required to make the 1921
facility meet current code
and staff requirements.
They are now installing the
outside New Orleans
balcony and custom Artistic handrail - a first for Clearwater.
Soon the exterior gingerbread trim will go up as the period
decor and trim come together. Construction time is beyond
tight but what a gem this new performing arts center will be
for all! All of it is being coordinated by Indian Rocks
resident Larry Gerwig, with Creative Contractors.
___________________________________________________
FIRST FLIGHT REENACTMENT Tony Jannus piloted
America’s first commercial flight on January 1st 1914. It
originated in downtown St Pete and flew to Tampa.
January 1st 2014 at 10am, to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of The World’s First Airline, there will be a
reenactment. Three organizations - the Florida Aviation
Historical Society, the St Petersburg Museum of History
and the Tony Jannus Distinguished Aviation Society are
involved. Kermit Weeks, founder and CEO of Fantasy of
Flight, plans to fly his full-scale replica of the original
Benoist Airboat Bi-Plane across Tampa Bay. See its
construction progress at www.Benoist2014.com.
___________________________________________________
COMMUNITY GARDEN GRAND OPENING Saturday
November 9th at 10am, IRB’s Community Garden will have
a Grand Opening celebrations and provide information on
how you can have your own grow box. Located in the
Nature Preserve next to the restrooms the garden currently
has 13 grow boxes in operation by 10 IRB families. That is
room for 50. Learn what to plant and about their plans to
expand. Refreshments will be served. For information, call
volunteer coordinator Trish Burch, 973-219-4187.
_________________________________________________
NEW CITY HALL HOURS The City of Indian Rocks
Beach’s City Hall is now open from 7:30 am to 4pm,
Monday - Friday. The earlier opening time is to allow access
to City Hall permits and other City Hall services before
8am. The Public Services Department Office continues to be
open
7am to 3:30pm, Monday - Friday.
______________________________

MEET LORIN-KAY Christine, long
time Public Works Administrative
Assistant accepted a different
position in City Hall, and her
replacement is Lorin Kornijtschuk.
She reports to Dean Scharmen. If
you go inside Public Work’s office,
Lorin will be the first one you see,
and when you call them, she is the
one that answers the phone. Lorin
moved here in July from Chicago,
where for 20 years she owned her
own company for. She started
working for the City in September. She and her husband
live in Redington. “I love it here, and especially Indian Rocks
Beach,” Lorin says. “My last name is hard to pronounce, so
just
call me Lorin-Kay.”
___________________________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS JANUARY Read this, as well as
other issues, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

Real Estate News
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REAL ESTATE’S BIGGER DISASTER
A flood or Biggert-Waters?

By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate
Doiron Realty on the Beach
Just when we thought it was safe. The
local real estate market, while by no
means fully recovered, was well on its
way. August marked the 20th month that
the median price of a single-family home
rose over the previous year. Now, without
much pomp and a whole lot of
circumstance, the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform
Act of 2012 threatens to reverse the tide.
This legislation, enacted nationally to stabilize the National
Flood Insurance Program, became the single biggest factor
in whether or not to sell your home…almost overnight.
This move toward risk-based flood insurance has Pinellas
County, which leads the nation in subsidized flood policies,
reeling. Some premium hikes will flow in gradually. In
other cases—like with the sale of a home—the bicycle
pump gets applied more quickly.
On the bright side: If your home is newer construction,
built after 1971 when Indian Rocks Beach first adopted
flood maps, and has an elevation certificate placing your
structure above the flood plain, your home’s value may
actually increase. If you are one of the “fortunates,” selling
now might be opportune. Buyers, especially those
requiring financing, will be arm wrestling over properties
with affordable flood insurance, driving the price tags on
these properties upward.
But if your home is older construction and ground level, it’s
best not to sell immediately unless you absolutely must.
Those who stay put will most likely see higher premiums
phased in gradually (about 16% annually) until the rate
reaches full risk. But, if you absolutely must sell for
financial reasons, job relocation, etc. don’t think “it’s game
over” because it’s certainly not.
Finding a buyer requiring financing may be more difficult
however. When a lender factors in higher flood insurance
premiums along with principal, interest, wind insurance,
etc., the buyer may no longer qualify. (Sales contracts now
include a contingency for obtaining flood coverage by a
date certain at a price not to exceed a specific dollar cap.)
Appraisals on higher risk properties are, more times than
not, falling short of the contract prices, causing one deal
after another to go south.
Better news for high risk properties is that nearly half of
last year’s single family and townhome sales in 33785
were CASH transactions with flood insurance being a
personal preference not a mandate. Before Biggert-Waters,
cash was king; now it’s emperor!
As of mid-October, a Senate subcommittee was
considering a bill passed in the House that would delay
only a small portion of Biggert-Waters but would do
nothing to head off premium hikes for new buyers.
Hopefully as you’re reading this, the Senate will go several
steps further to mitigate the damage being done to Florida
real estate—the state’s biggest private industry and a
leader in our overall economic recovery.

Source: My Florida Regional MLS; 2010 U.S. Census
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OUR SUMMER EVENINGS AS A
TURTLE NEST SITTER

by Jo Nocera, Indian Rocks Beach resident
Summer is over and
so is the turtle nesting
season on the Gulf
Coast, which runs
from May to October.
My husband, Bert and
I have spent the last
four summers
watching turtle nests
from Sand Key down
to Indian Shores. We
volunteer through the
Clearwater Marine
Aquarium. It all
began when Bert and
my son were on
Indian Rocks Beach
one evening and
came across a caged
nest that had hatched. As there were no nest sitters
around, they called the phone number shown on the nest,
and soon a “captain” from the aquarium came to release
the turtles. It is quite a sight to see those tiny turtles
swimming frantically into the surf. This sparked our interest
and we signed up to volunteer the following year.
The reason nests have restraining cages placed on them is
because turtles hatching at night are normally drawn to the
surf, but because of bright lights in buildings along the
beach, they become disoriented and head toward the
buildings. It is the goal of Clearwater Marine Aquarium to
educate the public and not cage any nests. They have
successfully decreased the number of caged nests each
year. Bright lights also affect nesting sea turtles, as they lay
after dark and are extremely sensitive to light. In our area,
which is from Clearwater to St. Pete Beach, we see mostly
Loggerhead turtles.
Now, you need to know the odds of seeing a nest actually
hatch are slim. We have spent many a night enjoying the
quiet breezes and the shooting stars, but not seeing any
turtles hatch. We often equate nest sitting to watching
paint dry. Not very exciting for hours on end, checking the
nest every thirty minutes for signs of turtles trying to dig
their way out. Then suddenly there will be a depression or
a small hole and soon anywhere from 50 to 130
hatchlings will be swarming the cage, climbing on top of
each other looking for a way out. At the first sign of
hatching we call our captain. There are a handful of
dedicated people who are allowed to handle the turtles.
The turtles must be removed from the cage, counted,
collected in a bucket and taken to the waters edge. There
we dig a trench and release the turtles into the trench,
watching for any that are disoriented and head back to the
beach. All those boring hours are forgotten in the
excitement of giving nature a helping hand.
Loggerheads are currently listed as threatened and it is
estimated that only one in one thousand hatchlings will
survive to adulthood.
If you would like to volunteer or would like to know more
about how you can make your lighting turtle friendly,
contact the Clearwater Marine Aquarium. Go to
www.seewinter.com and follow the quick link to volunteer.
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DR. LARA SAYS

Q & A with Cesar A. Lara, M.D., Voted Best
Weight Loss Practitioner in Tampa Bay

Q: I’m in my late 40s. I diet, exercise and
try to eat healthy. Why do I still have belly
fat that just doesn’t seem to go away?
A: You aren’t alone! Despite a conscientious decision by
many to adjust their nutrition and live a healthier lifestyle,
they still have a constant complaint of challenging and
persistent belly fat; which is commonly associated with a
decrease in energy, a slow metabolism, a decrease in
sexual desire and activity, difficulty sleeping, and
nonspecific but noticeable memory problems. As we age, it
is a natural process that our youthful hormonal levels
decrease. Hormones control virtually all of the functions of
the body including our reproductive, immune and
metabolic systems.
As hormone levels decline, we begin to lose our energy,
vitality, and health decreases. When our metabolic rate
slows we are not as efficient in burning calories; so even
though we may be eating the same amount of food, we
experience weight gain with a decrease in lean body mass
(muscle), and the accumulation of fat around the waist.
Through a multifaceted approach where declining
hormones are optimized with Bioidentical hormone
replacement, complemented with a balanced nutrition and
exercise program; I see remarkable improvement in my
patient’s overall health, vitality, as well as a decrease in
belly fat. Balanced nutrition and exercise are key but if you
find yourself stuck, consider having a personalized and
comprehensive evaluation of your hormonal health.

ANONA ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

After 40 years of
teaching and working
in the Pinellas County
School System,
Anona’s Donna Littell
is retiring. Some her
first students are now
over 45 and some
even have
grandchildren.
Donna, who began
teaching as a first
grade teacher at
Lakewood Elementary in 1973, is the Assistant Principal at
Anona Elementary, where she has been for seven years.
Through her career, she taught at 11 Pinellas County
Schools, all elementary, except one.
“Working at Anona has been pure pleasure,” Donna says
of her seven years there. She has worked under Principals
Marsha Jordan and Gaye Lively. “Anona has a wonderful
tradition, an outstanding staff, involved families, and a
great crop of kids.”
“Once a previous first grade student, who is now a local
artist, called me tell me how she remembered my first
grade art class,” says Ms Littell. “That first grader now has
a Masters in Fine Art, and is a practicing artist. I taught her
during my first five years. It was a wonderful phone call.”
After her retirement, Donna, an Eckerd College graduate,
plans to return to Eckerd College and work in their
Program for Experienced Learners (PEL). She also plans to
travel with husband David, and to spend time with her two
year old grandson, in Omaha.
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FROM THE DESK OF SHERIFF BOB GUALTIERI
POLICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE

Children use school as a place to learn, grow and
socialize but what happens when the bell rings? For some
students, the only options after school are to go home to
an empty house or hang with the wrong crowd. The
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office Police Athletic League
(PAL) was established to provide a safe place for children
after school. The mission of the PAL to offer alternatives to
violence, gang involvement, and substance abuse.
The Pinellas Sheriff's PAL program serves all children, with
their main target being at-risk youth from a low-income to
poverty level families. PAL uses education, recreation,
community service and sports programs to teach youth a
variety of skills. The program provides a friendly place for
youth to go, stay out of trouble and grow to become law
abiding adults. “Our goal is to fill a park and not a jail”
says PAL Executive Director Neil Brickfield.
PAL allows students to participate in hockey, football,
tennis, basketball, arts and crafts, and ping pong, just to
name a few. When school is out for the day or during
holiday breaks, PAL offers special camps for youth in the
area. This month, PAL will offer a golf camp when
children are out for the Thanksgiving Holiday. They also
have themed events that target a specific age group.
Thursday Night Teens (TNT) is a program held for teens in
the community to come, have dinner and listen to
different speakers or participate in sports tournaments.
In addition to outside recreation, students get a variety of
help with homework and school projects. A computer lab
was recently put together for students to use while they

are at PAL. Some kids starting out in PAL come with little
to no drive to finish homework or get good grades. Youth
counselors are there to encourage them to graduate and
go to college or vocational training. Youth Counselors use
a “big brother big sister” approach to speak to the youth
and provide them the support they need to succeed.
The Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office Police Athletic League
Complex is located in the Lealman area north of St.
Petersburg. Children ages 6 to 17-years-old are welcome
at PAL. The program currently serves an average of 89
children daily. Some youth graduate from the program
and return as volunteers. They say PAL helped them grow
and now they want to give back to children in their
community. Youth currently in the program feel the PAL
program is here to help them. If it was not for the PAL
program many of them say that they would be in juvenile
detention, out doing drugs or committing crimes. This
program allows them a safe place to spend their time,
establish friendships and learn skills that they might not
get in their home or neighborhood environments.
The Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office Police Athletic League
is funded by various partnerships and donations from
throughout Pinellas County. PAL is open to youth in
Pinellas County beginning after school and they are open
until 7:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 6:30 p.m.
on Friday. Some students are able to take a bus to the
facility but most walk from home. PAL after school care is
currently free for children while some of the recreational
activities are provided for a small fee. For more
information on PAL, please contact them at 521-5315 or
visit their website, www.pinellascountypal.com

Restaurant News....
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AQUA PRIME
OPENING The
restaurant in
the former
home of On
the Rocks
should be
reopening any
day as Aqua
Prime. Owned
by Shirley and
Emmett O’Barr,
they will
continue to
have inside dining, an inside sports bar and patio dining
with live music. Every room has undergone a major
makeover, and there is a totally new menu. They plan a
fishing related theme, and named outside bar “The Reel
Bar.” The operating partner, Tony Ewonaitis was formerly
with Bonefish Grill. Their chef is Corey Ryan. They hope to
be open by the time you read this.
_______________________
SWEET IRB The bakery’s
opening was delayed in the
permitting phase and is still
under construction, next to
Slyce Pizza. Owned by IRB
residents Bill and Melissa
Dotson, it will be more than
just a bakery though, they
will also specialize in
breakfast and sandwiches
They are hoping to open by
the first of the year. Learn
more about them at
www.SweetIRB.com or on
FaceBook
www.facebook.com/sweetirb.
_________________________________________________

DEATH BY CHOCOLATE One of the most delicious
fundraiser in the Tampa Bay area featuring premier
restaurants, bakeries and local businesses, the evening is
sponsored by Rotary of Largo and the City of Largo. 100%
of the proceeds go directly to fund important local youth
initiatives in the immediate area. In addition to chocolate,
the evening includes live entertainment, a silent auction
and door prizes. Death by Chocolate has raised over
$300,000 since the event started in 1995. It will be held
at the Largo Cultural Center on December 6 at 7pm.
Tickets are costs $25.
_____________________
CHRISTMAS AT JD’S
December 7th from
10am until 4pm, J.D;s
will have a silent auction
of fully decorated
Christmas trees. The
trees, donated by local
businesses and residents,
will be each valued at
more than $300. The
proceeds of the auction
will be divided between
the Indian Rocks Beach
Homeowners Association
and the VFW’s toy
drives.
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CPR DOES SAVES LIVES!

by Tom Gohn.
I turned 64 on February
24th, and three days
later at 6am, suffered a
massive heart attack at
home in Indian Rocks.
My fiance Tracie Ichter,
thank God, was there
when I dropped dead in
my tracks. She
immediately sprang into
action and performed
CPR - Compressions
only! Her son Joshua, phoned 911. Paramedics arrived
after about 15 minutes. Tracie was exhausted by then, but
didn't stop until the paramedics took over and hit me with
the defibrillators a couple of times until my heart restarted.
I was rushed to Largo Medical Center where they thought I
was brain dead. Luckily, the MRI said I was still good, so
Dr Cosma put a stent in my main coronary artery, which is
also called the widow maker. Though stabilized, I was still
not out of the woods yet.
For two days they put me into a hypothermia coma to
stabilize my brain and body, a fairly new technique
introduced to the AMA last year by European doctors. Ten
days later after being brought out of the coma I was
finally released and have had no problems since.
The Red Cross awarded Tracie a National Merit of Honor,
signed by President Obama for saving my life. My advice?
Knowing your numbers is a word to the wise – blood
cholesterol, blood pressure and blood sugar.
I give thanks to God, Joshua, Tracie, our IRB paramedics
and Largo Medical Center for all the great care I was
given. Because of them, I am still here and able to make
Tracie my wife next month.

VETERANS DAY

DONT FORGET THE DOGS

by Matt Facarazzo, DVM

Because of attacks on our homeland, more dogs than
normal are “war dogs” and are in the fight. The war came
to us, and it has became important to us as a nation to
have our borders, transportation centers, ports, bases,
energy compounds and other areas, as well guarded as
possible. K9 Units with the Police, Customs, Border Patrol,
Secret Service, Airport Police, F.B.I. and others are working
daily to protect the homeland, and should be honored
accordingly. Some of those very dogs died at Ground Zero.
They have all served to save, and they all deserve to be
remembered. Dogs were in the trenches of France in WWI,
and the slopes of Iwo Jima in WWII, and though many
were pure breeds, some others were mixed breeds, and our
troops didn’t care either way. They were simply grateful to
have one, and they treated them with respect as a fellow
soldier. Dogs have bled, suffered, and died while serving in
all our wars, including our war on terror, and they have
done so in ways that do us all proud.
To do our part, Indian Rocks Beach Animal Hospital is
offering FREE vaccines for any pet having a military owner
(retired or active). Call Angie for details, 727-596-9156. Its
our way of saying thank you not only to the brave men and
women of our military but also the countless dogs that
selflessly dedicate their efforts to our country.
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LET’S GATHER TOGETHER TO
GIVE OTHERS A THANKSGIVING

by Lee Tong
Thanksgiving is quickly approaching. Our thoughts are
drifting towards traditional dishes we will be preparing for
family and friends and the many ingredients that we will
buy in order to do so. As we begin to compose grocery
lists, others living in our community will wonder whether
they will have food for their table on Thanksgiving Day.
As we give thanks to God for our own bountiful harvest
this Holiday Season, let us remember those who are less
fortunate. Food Pantry volunteers work hard to help serve
those in need, but we can’t feed people without your
continued help. The numbers of those that we feed have
been reaching new heights each year. Once again, the
number of patrons served has soared. We appreciate your
donations of money, food, and/or time to help the pantry.
This Thanksgiving let’s give freely from our hearts so
others may be thankful for the harvest on their tables.
The pantry provides a drastic contrast to our comfortable
lives at home. People stand outside the doors sweating in
the hot Florida sun waiting to select their food. While some
people walk, others ride bikes or take the bus, and those
fortunate enough to have a car create carpools to pick up
those in need of a ride to acquire food. Are you aware
that there are people residing in our area that do not have
shelter or the use of a hot shower? There are others who
do not have a can opener to open the food that they
receive from the Food Pantry! After finishing their morning
hopping at the Beach Community Food Pantry each of our
patrons will leave carrying two bags of groceries, a can
opener if needed, sometimes soap or shampoo but most
important their spirit is renewed.
Arriving early in the morning to stock the shelves in the
pantry, I often feel like Mother Hubbard as we view the
minimal inventory in the storage room. We take the few
remaining cases of vegetables and fruit and fill the pantry
shelves. Sometimes, within the hour, due to the generous
donations from church and community food arrives and
hungry families are able to fill their grocery bags with a
wide array of food items and sometimes with some fresh
vegetables as a special treat.
Friends of the Food Pantry and area businesses are hosting
the 3rd Harvest Blessing Benefit Bash on November 23rd
at the Calvary Episcopal Church in Parish Hall. There will
be a dinner with dancing and prizes. Tickets are $25, with
all proceeds going to fill the shelves of the Food Pantry.
Doors open at 6pm with dinner at 7pm. Following dinner
there will be dancing with DJ Tim Harper. Contact Donna
Valery at 517-0517 for information. If you are unable to
attend, you can make a donation directly to the Beaches
Food Pantry. It will be used to feed the hungry this season.
The Beach Community Food Pantry is located at 1615 1st
Street in Indian Rocks Beach. It is open Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 10-12. Donations of food,
money and time are welcomed.

COFFEE WITH A COP

The City of Indian Rocks is hosting informal quarterly
gatherings with Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office deputies to
provide a positive atmosphere where deputies can talk to
residents, hear their concerns and find out what’s going
on in the neighborhood. The 2014 meetings schedule is
January 7, April 1, July 1 and October 7. For information,
contact Gregg Mims, City Manager, 595-2517.
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CONNECT WITH TAMPA BAY

By Nanette O’Hara, Public Outreach Coordinator, Tampa
Bay Estuary Program
The arrival of fall in Florida means we can all enjoy
outdoor activities without feeling like we’re inside a
furnace! This is a great time to explore the natural beauty
of Tampa Bay, one of only 28 “estuaries of national
significance” designated by Congress.
The Tampa Bay Estuary Program, an intergovernmental
partnership that assists in protecting the bay, has a
variety of tools and programs to help you connect with
this special body of water in our own backyard.
Recreational fishing is the most popular water-based activity
in the region. Before you cast a line into the bay, make sure
you know what fish are legal to keep by downloading our
Ethical Anger Wallet Card at http://tbep.org/pdfs/WalletCard-Sept-2013.pdf. Printed, foldable cards also are
available at many bait and tackle shops.
Our Boating and Angling Guide to Tampa Bay is also a
must-have reference. The Guide features a large map of
the bay showing boat ramps, channels, speed zones, and
important natural resources like seagrass beds and bird
nesting islands. Email colleen@tbep.org to order yours.
Wondering where to start your personal Tampa Bay
adventure? Check out the “Enjoy Tampa Bay
Responsibly” section of www.tbep.org/enjoy_tbep.html for
tips on cool things to see and do, such as kayaking, bird
watching, or hiking in a nature preserve.
If you don’t mind getting your hands dirty, help us restore
the bay by volunteering for one of our “Give A Day For The
Bay” workdays, held on Saturday mornings at various parks

LOCAL INVENTOR LAUNCHES PRODUCT

Indian Rocks Beach resident, John Pfanstiehl has already
founded two successful Pinellas manufacturing businesses
based on his products, which created local jobs and US
exports. Selling those businesses allowed him to achieve
his long-time goal of creating a kind of invention factory,
Pfanstiehl Design Works, where he can develop and patent
new products across a range of industries.
The latest of these is the illuminated check holder. Anyone
who has struggled to read a menu or check in a dimly lit
restaurant understands the need for this. Pfanstiehl
employed two area businesses to bring this to market.
Direct Source in Tampa provided the sourcing and
manufacturing to produce it at a marketable price point.
AGI in Sarasota handles the fulfillment of orders and
customization for the advertising specialty market.
Other patented or patent pending products by Pfanstiehl
include the first wallet-size earplugs, a technology
informing car buyers of hidden damage CarFax style
reports miss, a beverage carton dispenser innovation, a
lawn sprinkler repair breakthrough, an inexpensive mold
detection device for homeowners and a remote control
feature that easily locks out trouble-prone keys. Pfanstiehl
plan is to partner with others in licensing these, so he has
time to develop a long list of other new products.
He advises Tampa Bay has a business climate that
encourages innovation, with a wealth of resources, such as
the Tampa Bay Inventors Council. As an elected officer of
the National Council of Inventors Clubs, Pfanstiehl worked
with many inventor organizations around the country, and
he rates the TBIC as among the best.

For more information about John and his products, visit
pfanstiehldesignworks.com

and preserves.
Workdays to
remove invasive
plants and
replant natural
areas with native
vegetation are
scheduled for
November 16,
December 14,
and in January,
March and April
of 2014. Learn
more or join our volunteer list at
http://tbep.org/help/giveaday.html. We’ll even feed you
lunch!
Climate change is an emerging critical issue that will affect
all of us who live along the coast. Water levels in Tampa
Bay already have risen an average of one inch per decade
over the last 60 years and are expected to rise another 10
inches or more this century. Get a sneak preview of how
rising sea levels might impact our shorelines, structures
and communities by viewing our King Tide Traveling Photo
Exhibit at Weedon Island Preserve this November and
December. “King” Tides are a common name for the
highest tides of the year; the exhibit features photos taken
during the King Tides of 2012 by residents from all over
Tampa Bay, and from all over the world, as a way to raise
awareness of sea level rise.
These are just a few ideas to motivate you to get out and
discover the habitats and inhabitants of wild and
wonderful Tampa Bay. For more info, visit us at
www.tbep.org or give us a call at (727) 893-2765.

Business News....

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

SARA’S SEASIDE
CELEBRATION To
celebrate their 25th
anniversary, the owners
of Sarah's Seaside,
Mary and Lee
Wilkerson, are hosting
a Sunset Beach Party
and Open House on
Friday Nov. 15th from 5
to 8pm. Enjoy food,
beer tastings, music and garden & cottage tours. They
are located at 306 Gulf Blvd. Indian Rocks Beach.
_________________________________________________
TWEDT’S CLOSES After 46 years, Twedt's Lanes at
13100 Seminole Blvd. south of Ulmerton Road in
Largo, closed. The bowling alley opened 20 years
before Largo Mall was constructed across the street.
Owner Bobbie Stealy, who wanted to retire, accepted
$1.85 million for the property. The building is being
torn down to build a strip mall. Eight bowling alleys
have been closed in the last few years, with only a
handful remaining. Some blame the rise of home video
bowling games like the Xbox and the Wii. The closest
remaining lanes are Liberty Lanes 11401 Starkey Rd
Largo and Seminole Lanes at 8668 Park Blvd., Largo.
_____________________
HALE’S A/C SERVICE
GIVES BACK They were
proud and honored to
partner with the Building
Homes for Heros
organization to provide
a home to war-injured
Army Sgt. Charles
“Clay” Claybaker. The
organization’s mission is
to build or modify existing homes to meet the needs of the
brave men and women who selflessly served our country.
In 2012, they worked on 25 homes for severely wounded
veterans; and hope to be able to gift as many as 30
homes in 2013. Hale’s installed a York air conditioner in
the home that will be presented to the owners sometime
in November. Hales hopes to continue to contribute to this
organization in the future. To learn more or make a
donation, visit buildinghomesforheroes.org.
_________________________________________________
PUBLIX CLOSING The Publix grocery store on Indian
Rocks Road is scheduled to close. The existing store will be
torn down and rebuilt as a much larger store. Other
merchants in the center, Bealls, Dollar Tree and Bank of
America, are expected to stay. The parking lot will be reconfigured and the center will get a major makeover.
Plans now are for a two story store that includes a
pharmacy. Work is expected to begin after the holidays.
_________________________________________________
DOCKSIDE FUEL IS BACK After a short summer break,
Dockside Fuel has returned to the area for their second
season. Their specially fitted boat will come to your dock
and fill your boat’s gas tank, from the water. They offer
90 Octane recreational fuel and 93 Octane; both are
non-ethanol. They also pump out your waste tank at no
extra charge during a fill up. You cannot beat the
convenience and their prices are competitive. Visit
DocksideFuel.net or call 855-427-2628.
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“LE BEAUJOLAIS NOUVEAU EST ARRIVE!”

by Chris Scott, 688 Fine Wine & Spirits
“The New Beaujolais has arrived!” It must be the third
Thursday of November. Wine shops all over the world will
be introducing the 2013 vintage of this very young, lightbodied, tannin-free red wine.
A French law, passed in 1985, states that Beaujolais
Nouveau cannot be released to the public before midnight
on the third Thursday of November each year. The Gamay
grapes, grown in the Beaujolais growing region of France,
are hand-picked and bottled just 6 weeks after harvest.
The tradition began with huge celebrations all across the
French countryside in anticipation of the newest release of
this light-hearted, fun wine.
Now, with the help of affordable air transportation,
Americans can join in these celebrations. The wines are
“air mailed” to the U.S. shortly after bottling and just in
time for that Beaujolais Nouveau party on Thursday,
November 22. It is a wine that is meant to be drunk very
young, usually within one year of production. Nouveau can
be served chilled or at room temperature and has become
a perfect complement to a traditional Thanksgiving dinner
of turkey or ham. You can expect a delightfully fruit
forward, easy drinking, and food friendly red wine that is
enjoyed by occasional wine drinkers as well as
connoisseurs. This wine even appeals to those who are not
wine drinkers at all. The price is inviting as well. It will not
set you back more than about $10 to $12 a bottle.
Nouveau wines can be recognized by their colorful labels,
usually depicting scenes from the many parties and
festivals throughout the region. Look for the banners and
signs announcing the arrival of Beaujolais Nouveau.
688 Fine Wine & Spirits, at 14590 Walsingham Road in
Largo, will host its 13th annual Beaujolais Nouveau tasting
Friday, Nov. 22 from 5-8pm. It is a casual, fun, free
opportunity to sample Nouveaus from several wineries,
including Joseph Drouhin, Georges Dubeouf, Mommessin,
and Picard. There is no charge and al are welcome. Call
727-596-8902 for information. A Votre Sante! - Cheers!

HOLIDAY STREET PARADE

This year’s parade will be Sunday, December 8. Anyone
who has a vehicle, trailer, golf cart or bicycle is invited to
be in the parade. The event stages around Chic-A-Si park
and begins at 1pm. Everyone with a small child is invited
to City Hall after the parade for a visit with Santa. If you’d
like to be in the parade, call City Hall, 595.2517.

INDIAN ROCKS HOLIDAY
LIGHTED BOAT PARADE

This year’s 27th Annual IRB Holiday Lighted Boat parade is
on December 21st. It previously was announced for
another night. We always want as many boats as possible
in the parade! To participate, call Randy Schwab, at the
City 595.6889, or e-mail RSchwab@irbcity.com. There will
be prize money, but more importantly, every boat receives
a great goodie bag full of gifts and area business gift
certificates. You do not have to have elaborate decorations
and there is no entrance fee. If you are not participating,
but having a party instead, and want your guests to see a
great Lighted Boat Parade, please help fund our best
parade ever by sending a donation - $5... $10... $25...
$50... whatever you can afford to the Executive
Committee c/o Joan Johnstone, at City Hall, 1507 Bay
Palm Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785. The larger the
prize money, the more boats we can attract.
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READY TO GIVE THANKS FOR
YOUNGER LOOKING SKIN?

By Stephanie Schlageter, Radiance Medspa
The holidays are back again! It’s time to overindulge,
under sleep and visit people you might not have seen
since last year’s festivities. What if this year, you could
come through this busy time looking so well rested – as
in “younger” – that you have people guessing what your
secret is?
Instead of frown lines, dry skin and a tired appearance,
you could have smooth, soft skin that gives you a reason
to smile. It won’t take major surgery to accomplish all of
this by the Thanksgiving get-together. Younger looking
skin and reduced lines on any part of the face can be
had with a short office visit to a reputable medspa
where treatments like BOTOX, Juvéderm and
microdermabrasion offer natural looking results and will
have you looking and feeling plucky in time for turkey.
Each of these treatments is a no-stress, non-invasive
and safe procedure requiring little or no downtime. And
they can all offer big results in just one visit. Even better,
none of these treatments will break the bank. You might
already be familiar with at least one or two of them.
First, there is BOTOX, which happens to be the world’s
most popular non-surgical cosmetic medical treatment.
Fine lines around the eyes, between the eyebrows and
on the forehead can all be ghosts of holidays past when
BOTOX is given by an experienced injector. (Safety first did you know that in Florida, only medical doctors,
nurse practitioners and physicians assistants are legally
permitted to perform injections?) BOTOX causes the
muscles to relax in the places where it is injected. This
means, holiday stress will not be able to show up on
your face as a worried, wrinkled brow.
Next, you can turn that frown upside down with the
amazing injectable filler Juvéderm, which plumps up
wrinkles and fills in lines. Products like Juvéderm are
typically used for lines around the mouth as well as the
hollow areas under eyes.
To handle the rough, dry skin that can accompany this
time of year – possibly as the result of a few extra
cocktails – microdermabrasion, safely performed by a
trained medical aesthetician, utilizes a highly controlled
flow of fine, medical grade crystals to remove the
outermost layer of skin. It is a deep exfoliation that
sloughs off old damaged cells and encourages the
development of healthy cells, collagen and elastin.
While the best microdermabrasion results come with
repeated treatments, even one pre-holiday visit will
make a visible difference.
‘Tis the season to treat yourself right. With these
moderately priced treatments, you might even consider
helping friends and family look and feel great too.
Medpsa gift certificates make ideal holiday presents!

For information, contact Radiance Medspa at 727-518-7100 or
visit radiancemedspa.com. Radiance Medspa is in its 8th year
at 2894 West Bay Drive in Belleair Bluffs.
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HISTORICAL MUSEUM NEWS

The Historical Society’s fall
potluck luncheon featured
noted author and Indian
researcher Mac Perry as the
guest speaker. Mac and his
wife discovered some years
ago that their house in
Bayshore Homes was built on
an Indian midden. His
PowerPoint presentation
showed the archaeological
dig that occurred in his front
yard. Mac was made an
honorary member of the Historical Society in appreciation
for all his advice and assistance in the creation of the new
Indian exhibit at the museum.
The newly renovated Indian Rocks Historical Museum is a
fun and interesting place! Visitors enjoy a very visual
experience, with selected life-size images and a wide
range of photographs, postcards, maps, and other
graphics that bring history to life.
Exhibits bring back memories of popular attractions from
the past, such as the Polynesian-themed Tiki Gardens. A
giant replica of the “Kahuna” tiki god is a highlight of that
exhibit. Other memorable landmarks that are represented
include the old swing bridge, the Big Indian Rocks Fishing
Pier, and Pueblo Village.
Museum hours are 10 am to 2 pm Wednesday through
Saturday. Admission is free, but donations are appreciated.
Stop by the museum’s gift shop to get the beautiful Plein
Aire Cottage Artists calendar for 2014. The artists
generously donate calendars to the historical society so
that proceeds from sales can benefit the museum. Also
available is a selection of local history books including
“Indian Rocks As It Was,” and “Tampa Bay’s Gulf
Beaches” to give as gifts or for your own enjoyment.

HAVE FLOOD INSURANCE?

By Phil Wrobel, Florida Best Quote
If you do, then you probably have heard of the Biggert
- Waters act our congress passed on July 6, 2012.
Well, we should talk! If you bought your flood policy
after July 6th 2012, and your house was built before
1974, you may be facing some significant rate hikes. If
you had your policy in place since before 07/06/2012,
you will receive rate hikes as well, but just not as much.
I am well versed and a seasoned insurance agent that
is here for you, the consumer. The new Flood act is
tricky waters to navigate, to say the least! The best thing
to do is to contact me so we can go over all of your
current coverage’s and discuss options and money
saving opportunities for your flood premium. Because,
at Florida Best Quote, we are the most referred
consumer driven agency! Call me at 727-584-9999!

RECORD TURTLE NUMBERS

It was a record year for the Clearwater Marine Aquarium
and sea turtle nesting. They had 231 nests surpassing the
2012 record year of 200 nests. 196 nests hatched with
15,320 hatchlings. 11 nests were washed out by Tropical
Storm Andrea. 18 others did not hatch, 11 of these were
inundated by high tides and 7 had eggs that never
developed, most likely infertile. There are still 6 nests on
the beach which have been inundated by high tides and
are not expected to hatch. Overall it has been a very
successful year with a hatching success rate of 70.9%.
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INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION NEWS

2013 HAPPY HOURS
Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
Nov. 14: Mikes Pizza Dec. 11: Century 21 Beggins
These FREE Happy Hours are 6 - 7:30 pm the second
Thursday of the month. Visit IRBhome.com for info.

SCAVENGER HUNT 326 people participated in the First

Scavenger Hunt Bar Crawl, sponsored by Plumlee Gulf
Beach Realty, in October. Participants visited 19
restaurants, businesses and area parks to solve clues and
compete for cash prizes which were awarded at the after
party held at Crabby’s Loading Dock. $2300 was raised
and will be split between the Beach Community Food
Pantry and the Morton Plant Foundation’s uninsured
patient Mammogram Voucher Program
TASTE OF IRB Once again, the city turned out for the
annual Taste of IRB, sponsored by Century21 Beggins.
Now in its seventh year, 23 local restaurants offered their
specialties while Espree deKor entertained the crowd with
their popular music. The Homeowners would like to thank
beer sponsor Crabby Bill’s, wine sponsor Florida Best
Quote and Window World our music sponsor. Look for
this event again next year, the first Saturday in November!
TOY DRIVE Century 21 Beggins is again hosting the
annual Toy Drive on Wednesday, December 11th. There
will be live entertainment by Tony Wylie and Islands. Enjoy
a tropical Christmas outside and snowy scene inside
where Santa will be available for photos. Food will be
provided. Beer donated by Red Lion Pub and wine will be
available for a donation. The toys will be going to Grace
House, a shelter for homeless families and to The
American Legion in Madeira who works with the VA to
provide clothing and gifts for children of homeless veterans.
They also provide toys to families of deployed National
Guardsmen. Please bring an unwrapped toy to add to the
collection. Grace House asks that we remember the 11-17
year olds who don’t receive many gifts. The Homeowners
will be donating $500 in Wal-mart gift cards.
HOLIDAY DONATIONS The Homeowner’s Association is
donating $2000 to the Beach Community Food Pantry to
help needy families during the holidays. They also
donated $1500 to IRB’s Holiday Lighted Boat Parade.
HOLIDAY STREET PARADE Members will be riding
bicycles in the holiday street parade again. Everyone is
welcome. Meet at Chic-a-Si park December 8th at 12:30
to line up, or jump in where ever you wish.
MEETING November 20th is the Fourth Quarter
membership meeting. Over the summer a By-Laws
Committee met to update the Associations By-Laws. Their
recommended changes will be voted on at this meeting.
The new Bb-Laws are available for review at IRBhome.com.
JANUARY HAPPY HOUR At the Crabby’s Loading Dock
January Happy Hour, they will conduct a school supply
drive for Anona Elementary School. Please bring supplies
for donation including: Lined paper, construction paper,
spiral notebooks, composition books, index cards,
blue/black pens, #2 pencils, colored pencils, pencil
erasers, colored markers, crayons, highlighters, dry-erase
markers, paper clips, 3-ring 2" binders, pocket folders,
report covers, staples, rulers, glue sticks, tape, calculator,
tissues, hand sanitizer, sanitizing wipes, page protectors,
safety scissors.
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GET READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS

by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
No, we aren’t watching the changing colors
of the leaves on the trees. We aren’t
anticipating the first snowfall. But the humidity
is dropping, temperatures are falling and the
holiday season is upon us again.
Now is the time to start making plans to
attend all of the festive activities in the works for this time of
the year. Here are some of the traditional events you won’t
want to miss.
• Nov. 29 through Jan. 1: From 5:30 to 9:30 nightly,
celebrate the season at the Florida Botanical Gardens
Foundation's annual Holiday Lights in the Garden. More
than half a million lights will illuminate the thousands of
plants and trees that already make the gardens shine yearround. Home-grown entertainers perform nightly.
Refreshments are available. Santa Claus is on hand
whenever he can get away from the North Pole. You won’t
want to miss the giant gingerbread house! A $2 per person
donation is requested (no fee for children 12 and younger)
to help pay for this family-friendly extravaganza. The
Florida Botanical Gardens can be found at 12520
Ulmerton Road in Largo.
• Nov. 30 through Dec. 29: During normal operating
hours, stroll the grounds and explore the historical
structures decorated for the season at Heritage Village,
11909 125 St. N. in Largo
• Dec. 7: From 10 am to 4 pm, the Pinellas County
Historical Society will sponsor Trees and Traditions. This
event is an open house with refreshments, children’s
activities and crafts, holiday music and carols, tours offering

a look back at how Pinellas residents celebrated the
holidays from the mid-1800s through the 1950s, and a
special visit from Santa Claus! Visitors can also find those
one-of-a-kind holiday gifts at the Beach Cottage Gift Shop.
Free to children under 12; suggested minimum donation of
$2 per adult at Heritage Village.
• Dec. 7: From 10 am to 2 pm, join the fun at the Pinellas
Paws Cause Holiday Festival. We haven’t forgotten about
our four-legged friends this season - your pets can join in
the holiday with this celebration featuring photos with Santa
Paws, a pet parade through the Florida Botanical Gardens,
adoption specials, shot discounts, rescue groups, vendors
and children's activities. Pinellas County Animal Services is
located at 12450 Ulmerton Road in Largo.
• Dec. 8: From 10 a.m. until 4 p.m., discover the perfect
gift for the green thumb on your shopping list. The Florida
Botanical Gardens Foundation is hosting its holiday gift and
plant sale at the Florida Botanical Gardens. The day-long
special event in the formal gardens will feature more than
45 vendors selling an assortment of plants, including
orchids, hibiscus, iris, bromeliads, native plants, herbs and
citrus. Specialty vendors will offer a variety of items perfect
for gift giving, including unique clothing, outdoor items,
select food items, crafts, jewelry, candies and more.
• Dec. 29: At 1 pm, don’t miss the fun of the annual
holiday dog parade at the Florida Botanical Gardens.
Watch as the pooches strut their stuff in costumes as they
enjoy the surroundings of the beautiful gardens and holiday
lights. It will be a paws-atively perfect day!
Looking to get some more information on these great
holiday happenings? Call (727) 464-3000 or visit
www.pinellascounty.org/events to learn how you can enjoy
the fun!
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OH WHAT A BEAUTIFUL DAY
FOR OKTOBERFEST!

The weather couldn't have been
better for a day in Kolb Park
celebrating our 13th Annual
Oktoberfest. Festivities began at
11am with arts and crafts and
food vendors galore! As is
tradition, our beer wagon was in
full operation with enthusiastic
volunteers serving the crowds.
Music throughout the day by De
Leon Entertainment and our
favorite DJ Mark Ralston kept
things lively under the big tent.
The Silent Auction keeps getting
better every year, professionally
displayed and created by our
Chair Jo Nocera, and Co-chair
Elaine Breier.
Kinderfest is the highlight for
children from 11-2pm, including
Waki the Clown, Bounce Houses,
Face painting, dunk tank and
more. The best part is that it is free
the children attending
accompanied by an adult.
After 2pm the adult games kicked
in with the Stein Carrying Contest
and Keg Throwing Contest. On a
crowded field, contestants
competed for their titles congratulations to Erin Felder,
from Largo on her victory lap of
the stein carrying contest and to
Justin Murray from Get Fitness of
Largo, with his winning toss.
We thank all our sponsors who
supported Oktoberfest and a
special thanks to our Event
Sponsors Homebanc and Tampa
Bay Newspaper.

Dedicated volunteers are the heart of the event, and we
are so thankful to all our Action 2000 volunteers and
members of the City of Indian Rocks Beach who worked
so hard to make sure our event was a success.

SAVE THE DATE:

Action 2000’s Valentine Dinner Dance is Saturday
February 15, 2014. Call Donna Valery, 727-517-0517 for
information and reservations or visit irbaction2000.com
WISHING ALL A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON
FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT ACTION 2000!
Eric Meyer, President IRB Action 2000,
727-744-0123,
www.irbaction2000.com.
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THANKFUL FOR THANKSGIVING

the chance to break bread with special people!
by Chef Dawn Bause, 313-618-6559, Owner Cooking
with Dawn Tours & Tastings, www.CookingwithDawn.com,
Thanksgiving Day is a month away and it’s not too early to
start thinking about your dinner. Whether you’re cooking a
meal or bringing a dish ~ planning ahead is the key. I
know that Thanksgiving can be a high stress time in the
kitchen. But over the years I have come up with some tips
for reducing stress and making it more of a celebration.
You’ll want to start your preparation a good week or two
ahead. Remember you’re not just doing this just for
Thanksgiving, you’re organizing your kitchen, fridge,
pantry and cupboards for the whole holiday season.
1. Write down your list of “Things to Do” and put it in a
folder. Decide your menu, gather your recipes and put
them in the folder. Keep the folder out on the counter.
2. Next, make your shopping list, and yes, put it in the
folder, but wait before you begin shopping. You have to
clean and organize your refrigerator and freezer to make
room for the ingredients you’ll be buying.
3. Locate the pots, pans, serving dishes, and utensils you
will need. Clean the silver, china and crystal. I love using
disposable aluminum roasting pans for the side dishes.
There are half pans and large roasting pans. You need a
large one for the turkey, and a few half pans for your side
dishes. The best part is I throw them out after dinner!
4. Recruit helpers to help shopping, unpack groceries and
to help prep. Where is it written one person has to do it
all? Half the fun is the preparation and it’s selfish not to
share with someone attending - a spouse, friend, neighbor,
grandchild, someone, anyone! Remember, the kitchen is
everyone’s place so invite guests to help serve and clean up.
5. Prep as much as you can a day or two ahead.
6. Buy some extra containers for left-overs or find ones
you have with the tops, so clean up goes faster.
7. Last, but not least, set the table a day or two ahead,
and clean the house before the guests start arriving.
This year I’m serving the traditional dishes with a new
twist. Turkey of course, with Tequila Pan Gravy, Mashed
Potatoes with Butternut Squash, French Green Beans with
Butter Sauce and Crispy Leeks, Sangria Cranberry Sauce,
and Bourbon Pumpkin Pie. In case you haven’t noticed,
there’s a theme with the addition of wine and spirits. “ Yes,
I cook with wine, and sometimes I even put it in the food!”
Here’s a toast to a grateful heart!

CHURCH OF THE ISLES HOLIDAY EVENTS

For the fourth year, the Church of the Isles is presenting a
free “Sing-Along Messiah” on Sunday, November 24th at
3pm in the sanctuary. The choruses in part one plus the
“Hallelujah” of Handel’s masterwork are sight-sung by the
audience and four music majors from St. Pete College serve
as soloists. Scores will be lent to singers at the door.
Michelle Rego is directing with Tom Huffman at the organ.
Music Director Harryette Williams is coordinating.
If you love homemade cookies, but don’t like to bake, shop
early at the Christmas Festival on the Isle on Saturday,
December 7th from 10am to 3pm at the Church. The
smorgasbord of sweets sells out fast at this annual event
hosted by the Women’s Fellowship. Handmade crafts items,
gift baskets, and used books will also be for sale in addition

to lunch and live music.
The Church of the Isles is hosting an annual ecumenical
service of prayer on Sunday, January 19th at 3pm in the
sanctuary. Christian congregations from the
Largo/Seminole area including Calvary Episcopal St.
Jerome Catholic churches will amass their choirs for choral
praise and unite in communion with Jesus Christ, “that they
may all be one.” This year the theme is “Has Christ been
divided?” from I Corinthians to guide worshippers to value
and receive the gifts of others even in the midst of division.
Pastor Jim Rapp is writing the liturgy and Music Director
Harryette Williams is conducting the mass choir.
The Church of the Isles is located at 200 24th Avenue in
Indian Rocks Beach.

