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Dali museum - how it all began
Salvador Felipe Jacinto Dali I Domenech was born May 11,
1904 in the small town of Figueres, Spain. He grew up
there and when he married, he and his wife lived in the
same area. Many of his paintings reflect his love for that
part of Spain.
In 1928, Dali became internationally known when three of
his paintings were shown in the Pittsburgh Carnegie
International Exhibition. He soon became a leader of the
Surrealist Movement but it didn’t last long. With the political
climate in Europe, he soon became unpopular for his
apolitical stance. During World War II, Dali left Europe,
moving to the United States.
In 1942, the same year they married, A. Reynolds and
Eleanor Morse attended a Dalí retrospective at the
Cleveland Museum of Art. Intrigued by the artist’s subject
matter, and impressed by his technique, they bought their
first painting, Daddy Longlegs of the Evening...Hope!, a year
later for about $1,200. They met Dali in 1943 and began a
40-year relationship as patrons and friends. Over the years
they joined the artist and his wife in New York, Paris and the
Dalis' home in northeastern Spain. "They were wonderful
fun," said Mrs. Morse. "but we knew also that Dali wanted
us to buy his paintings. He would become irritated if we
bought older ones from a gallery instead of a new one
from him." Their relationship resulted in a comprehensive
collection of original Dalí work.
The Morses displayed their collection in their Cleveland,
Ohio home. In 1965, they loaned over 200 pieces to a Dalí
retrospective. That is when they realized that their 25 years

of collecting had produced a mini-retrospective that needed
a permanent home.
In 1971, with Dalí present, the Morses opened a museum
adjacent to their Beachwood, Ohio office building. By the
end of the decade, an overwhelming number of visitors had
viewed the collection of 94 oil paintings, 150 watercolors
and drawings and more than 1,000 prints. In total, the
objects were valued at about $50 million. Afraid the
collection would have to be dismantled and sold to pay
estate taxes, they began to look for a museum to accept the
collection with a promise of not breaking it up. No existing
museum was will to make that commitment.
After reading a story about their dilemma in the New York
Times, Jim Martin a St. Petersburg lawyer contacted them.
He encouraged them to look at a location in St. Petersburg.
The Morses agreed to visit. They saw a downtown marine
warehouse that reminded them of Dali's childhood home in
Spain. They decided it would be perfect and rehabilitated it.
Founded primarily by the Morses, The Salvador Dali
Museum opened March 7, 1982 in that downtown
waterfront building. Reynolds Morse died in 2000, but his
wife Eleanor stayed actively involved in the running of the
museum until shortly before her death last year.
In mid 2008, a new location for the Dali museum was
announced. It was built on the waterfront next to the
Mahaffey Theater, featuring a large glass entryway and
skylight. The new, larger and more storm-secure museum
opened on 1-11-11 at 11:11 am. The museum's collection
of 2140 pieces of Dalí’s work and an extensive archival
library and displays are being periodically rotated.
The museum, a respected member of the international
museum community, has become a destination for about
200,000 tourists a year and an important research facility
for scholars. Find more information about the Dali Museum
on their Web site, to www.thedali.org or visit their new
location at One Dali Blvd. SE, downtown St. Petersburg.
Story by Becky Griffin, Publisher. Photo courtesy of Tom Hurley
of BiPlane Rides and Aerial Photography, 727-895-6266
BiPlaneRides.com.
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st. Petersburg
Downtown newsletter
This edition of The St. Petersburg
Downtown Newsletter welcomes the
new Dali Museum. We have
included some facts about the
museum, plus a little history of how
it all came to be.
You will see we are trying to
included more of your news. People
who live downtown, plus the Snell
Isle and Old Northeast areas want
to know what is happening in their
area. That is why, if you have news
or events, please contact us.
This newsletter survives on local
advertising. Please tell your home
suppliers such as pool companies,
lawn care, electricians, etc about us.
If you are a resident of our mailing
area and advertise, you will receive
a discount.
We produce similar newsletters in
four other areas: Indian Rocks
Beach, Madeira Beach, Clearwater
Beach and Belleair. You can read
this newsletter and others online at
StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.
see you again in aPril!

City numbers
city hall. . . 893-7171
175 Fifth Street North
www.stpete.org
Mayor office . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7201
Mayor - Bill Foster
city council - Wengay "Newt" Newton
Bill Dudley • Herbert E. Polson, Vice Chair
Jim Kennedy • Karl Nurse • Jeff Danner
Leslie Curran, Chair • Steve Kornell
city council aDMin. . . . . . . 893-7117
Terri Lipsey Scott
inforMation . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7111
builDing PerMits . . . . . . . . 893-7231
business suPPort line . . . 893-7000
city clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7448
coDes coMPliance/assist. 893-7373
entertainMent hotline . . 892-5700
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Mirror lake library . . . . . 893-7268
Planning & Zoning . . . . . 893-7471
sanitation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 893-7334
utility accounts . . . . . . . . 893-7341
eMergencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
fire DePartMent . . . . . . . . . 893-7694
Police non-eMergency. . . 893-7780
Police text Message . . . . . 420-8891
Police tiP Voice line . . . . . 892-5000
------------------------------------------Downtown neighborhooD assoc.
Marilyn Olsen, President . . . . . 898-8851
stpetedna.org
Downtown business assn: 823-4394
Meeting: 3rd Wed of each month (8AM).
Downtown resiDents ciVic assoc
Emil Pavone
. . . . . . . . . . . . . 550-8500
breakfast oPtiMists . . . . . 393-3597
First Friday Street Party
rotary of st. Petersburg . . . . 898.6744
Paula Adams, Ex Sec. SPRotary.org
Downtown PartnershiP . . . . 821-5166
100 Second Ave., Suite 150
gwfc st Pete woMans’s club 822-4982
100 Second Ave., Suite 150
council of neighborhooDs assn
Barbara Hech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 894-6020
northeast little league. 526-9602
snell isle hoMeowers
Barbara Heck, President. . . . . . 894-6020

olD northeast hoMeowners
Mary Alice Lange President . 823-5401
albert whitteD awaPs . . . 822-1532
chaMber of coMMerce . . . 821-4069
northeast exchange club528-3828
uniVersity south floriDa 873-4873
st. Pete college . . . . . . . . . 341-4249
------------------------------------------Pinellas county info . . . . 464-3000
coMMission offices . . . . . 464-3377
Ken Welch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3614
state:
Senator Jack Latvala . . . . 727-556-6500
Dist. 16 - 12425 28th St. N., Ste 102 St. Pete
latvala.jack.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Jeff Brandes 727-552-2573
Dist. 52 - 3637 4th St N. #101, St. Pete
Jeff.Brandes@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
floriDa uniteD states senators:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area uniteD states rePresentatiVe:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St., Seminole, FL 33772
www.house.gov/young
-------------------------------------------

local attractions

fl holocaust MuseuM . . 820-0100
fl international MuseuM 341-7904
floriDa orchestra. . . . . . . 892-3331
great exPlorations . . . . . 821-8992
Jannus lanDing . . . . . . . .896-2276
Mahaffey theater. . . . . . . .892-5798
MuniciPal Marina. . . . . . . 893-7329
MuseuM of fine arts. . . . . 896-2667
MuseuM of history . . . . . . 894-1052
PalaDiuM theatre . . . . . . . 822-3590
salVaDor Dali MuseuM. . . 823-3767
st. Pete Pier . . . . . . . . . . . . . 821-6443
st. Petersburg oPera. . . . 823-2040
state theatre. . . . . . . . . . . 895-3045
stuDio @ 620. . . . . . . . . . . 895-6620
sunken garDens. . . . . . . . 551-3100
Morean arts center . . . . . 822-7872
the coliseuM . . . . . . . . . . . . 892-5202
taMPa bay rays . . . . . . 800-FAN-RAYS
troPicana fielD . . . . . . . . . 825-3137

MuseuM PsychoMetry

Many museums are of interest to paranormal investigators and a particular type
of psychic. These psychics are portrayed on TV shows helping to solve difficult
criminal investigations. They handle a piece of evidence or they travel to the
crime scene and reveal detailed information about the crime. It doesn’t just
happen on TV. There are several psychics with this ability who are called upon to
help police departments all over the country. Their psychic power is known as
psychometry, defined by wiktionary.org as: the ability to discover information
about an object's past, and past owners, merely by handling it.
Being brand new, one would think that the Dali Museum could not be haunted…
yet. Nonetheless, based on the art of psychometry, there exists the real possibility
of paranormal phenomenon in the new building. After all, Salvador Dali was
haunted by the specter of his dead brother for his entire life. His brother, also
named Salvador, died before Salvador was born. Several of Dali’s paintings
delve into the supernatural with names like “Apparition of the Face of Aphrodite”
and “The Ghost of the Evening,” among others. For someone who stretched the
supernatural boundaries with his renowned surreal style, it should not be a
surprise to anyone his paintings may very well open the door to the other side.
This and other tales of haunted St. Petersburg can be heard nightly on the
St. Petersburg Ghost Tour, departing at 8:00 pm from the Full Monty Cafe,
119 2nd Street N., St. Petersburg. Call 727-894-4678 or visit ghosttour.com
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Did You Know...
Meet your rePresentatiVe This
area has a new State Representative,
Jeff Brandes (R). He defeated Bill
Heller (D), in November’s election
with 51% of the vote. Jeff was born
and raised in St Petersburg, attending
Northside Christian School and
graduated from Florida Southern
College. He and wife Natalie have a
daughter. Brandes is an Army veteran
having served in Iraq’s Operation
Enduring Freedom. He is a licensed realtor and practices
real estate management. In his first term, Brandes has
been assigned to serve on the Education committee,
Transportation & Economic Development Appropriations
Subcommittee, K20 Education Innovation Subcommittee,
Community & Military Affairs Subcommittee and Rules &
Regulations Subcommittee. His office is at 3637 Fourth St.,
Suite #1. Call him at 552-2573.
___________________________________________________
MoMMy boot caMP If you are a recent mom
wanting to get back in shape, consider the “Mother Love
Fitness Challenge” starting January 31. Commit to three
months of regular exercise from January 31 to May 1st.
Each month has a different focus. February is strength,
March is flexibility and balance while April is cardio with
classes emphasizing power walking, jogging and interval
drills. All activities are held downtown. Call Christie
Bruner at 637-7913 or visit BabyBootCamp.com.
_________________________________________________
granD Prix first The Honda Grand Prix of St
Petersburg is the first race on the 2011 IndyCar circuit.
Race dates are March 26-27th. This is the second time
St Petersburg is the opening race in the 17 city series
that also races in Indianapolis on May 29. The first time
was in 2009.
_________________________________________________
clothes to kiDs The 7th Annual Clothe A Child
Fundraising luncheon will be at the Coliseum on
Wednesday, March 9th at noon. The cost is $50, which
is what it cost CTKs to provide one low income child with
one week’s worth of clothing. Children’s clothing
donations can be dropped off between 9am and 5pm,
Monday - Friday at 3251 3rd Avenue N. Call 441-5050
for information or to attend the luncheon.
_________________________________________________
february is feline sPay Month This is a prime
breeding season for cats. To help citizens ease the
population of unwanted kittens, Pinellas County Animal
Control is offering low-cost female cat spaying for $30
at their Largo facility located at 12450 Ulmerton Road.
Call 582-2600 for an appointment. Time is of the essence
- kittens can get pregnant as young as five months.
___________________________________________________
free sPrinkler check uP The Water Resources
Department and SWFWMD are offering customers with
working in ground sprinkler systems a FREE check-up.
Participants receive, at no charge, a sprinkler system
evaluation with recommendations, installation of a rain
sensor if one is not present, outdoor water conservation
information and an automatic shut-off watering nozzle.
Call
551-3177 for an application.
___________________________________________________
Mainsail Volunteers neeDeD to help with this
year’s event. Visit mainsailartsfestival.org or E-mail
volunteers@mainsailartsfestival.org.
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soccer coMes to st. Pete
A new professional soccer
team, FC Tampa Bay, plans to
make downtown St Petersburg
their home. They are playing
their 2011 season at Al Lang
field. Their first game, April 9,
will be against the Montreal
Impact. Al Lang will hold about
7,000 fans. “St Petersburg is
proud to welcome FC Tampa
Bay to it’s new home at Al
Lang,” says Mayor Bill Foster. “I
want to thank FC Tampa Bay and the St Petersburg Sports
Alliance for selecting our city as their new home.”
___________________________________________________
toilet rebate PrograM This Program offers water
customers up to a $100 rebate for the replacement of a
high-volume toilet with a new low volume model that
uses 1.6 gallons per flush or less. Call 893-7676 to
check qualifications, complete an application, and receive
a reservation number to be eligible for a rebate.
___________________________________________________
welch oPen house Ken Welch, County
Commissioner representing the downtown area, will offer
community office hours so residents can voice concerns
about county issues one on one. Topics likely to be
discussed are light rail, homeless services, EMS
restructuring, annexation and countywide budget cuts.
The dates and the meeting locations vary, call 464-3614
or visit www.PinellasCounty.org/commission for info.
___________________________________________________
webb city If you remember shopping or working at
Webb City, or if you knew Doc Webb, we want to talk to
you. We are working on a series of stories about Webb
City and the man behind it. Please e-mail
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call 727-517-1997.
___________________________________________________
recycle your electronics Pinellas County will host
a Mobile Collection Drop Off, March 5th at the St
Petersburg Home Depot at 2300 22nd Avenue North
from 9am to 2pm. Call 464-7500 for more information.
_____________________
new Dali MuseuM
facts When the new
museum opened, it
contained the largest
collection of Dalí’s
work outside Spain. It
houses 2140 pieces of
Dalí’s work including
96 oil paintings and eight master works (measuring over
5’). The Museum regularly changes exhibitions
showcasing the large and varied permanent collection. It
is one of the most acclaimed collections of a single
modern artist in the world.
_________________________________________________
baby Place Volunteers Volunteers are needed for
the Bayfront Medical Center’s Gift Gallery and Baby
Boutique. There are three, four and five hour shifts
available. Volunteers receive free parking and a free
meal ticket. Contact Cyd Hendrick at 893-6878.
_________________________________________________
neeD another coPy? The UPS Store at 200 2nd
Avenue South has extra copies of this newsletter.
_________________________________________________
our next issue is in aPril Read this issue, as well
as others, online at StPeteDowntownNewsletter.com.
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Business Briefs...
herMan hoMe
MoVes Baywalk’s
Herman Home
Design Center,
moved to 646
Second Avenue S.,
across from the old
YWCA. This new,
larger 8,300sf
design center, has
galleries for
upholstery, lighting,
area rug, gifts and
outdoor furniture.
Many displays, showing the latest collections, are new to
St Petersburg. Owners Steve Herman and Ed Biggs are
taking Herman Home to the next level. They are open
Monday - Saturday, with plenty of free parking behind the
building. Call the store at 898-7400 for more information
or visit their web site at www.HermanHomeStore.com.
___________________________________________________
shaPiro’s MoVeD They left BayWalk and moved to
300 Beach Drive, near Parkshore Grill. Call at 894-2111.
___________________________________________________
electric cars
The area’s first
dealership for these
energy efficient cars
is right here in St
Petersburg. Dick
Nimphie, resident of
Old NE, owner of
Suncoast Electric
Vehicles is excited to
be in St Petersburg
because of the city’s progressive green urban attitude.
City Council member Karl Nurse collaborated with the
owners to help bring the dealership to St Petersburg.
Wheego electric cars and Vantage electric trucks, both
manufactured in the United States, are being sold at
the new dealership. Suncoast Electric Vehicles is located
at
2401 4th Street N. Call them at 451-7050.
____________________
raDiance MeDsPa
celebrates 5
years! Now in its
fifth year, Radiance
Medspa has earned a
reputation in the
community as a first
class provider of all
the latest non-surgical
medical services
including BOTOX,
Juvederm, Fraxel Laser Treatments, Thermage Skin
Tightening, Laser Hair Removal, and SlimLipo Laser
Liposuction. They hold numerous titles and awards
including the Black Diamond Award for Fraxel and
Thermage treatments, is the #1 injector of Juvederm in
the State of Florida and is a platinum plus provider of
BOTOX. Their Medical Director, Dr. Erika Francis, is a
national trainer for the SlimLipo Laser procedure and
performs this state of the art service in Belleair Bluffs at
Radiance Medspa. They are celebrating the anniversary
with great packages and specials. Find out more at
radiancetampabay.com or 518-7100.
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More Business Briefs...
saVory sPice on
beach DriVe Drop
by this new shop at
400 Beach Drive and
check out their 140
hand-blended
seasonings. Located
near the Chihuly
Collection, the spice
store is a full service
spice shop with fresh
ground herbs, spices,
organic selections
and many related
gifts. After 26 years,
owner Paul Bailey left the banking business, where he
started Signature Bank, to open this store. Visit
www.SavorySpiceShop.com or call Paul at 290-9893.
___________________________
fusion 1560 The large
apartment building under
construction at 1560 Central
Avenue, west of Ferg’s Sport
Bar, is open and ready for
move-ins. It is a very
convenient location if you go
to lots of Rays games. For
information, see
Fusion1560.com
___________________________
oVation bank A bank is
under construction at 156
Beach Drive NE, in the
Ovation Building. It will be
Community Bank of
Manatee,
a private market bank.
___________________________________________________
Downtown business association Meets the
third Wednesday of each month. Call Tom Sexhauer at
637-6965
to get involved or visit StPeteDowntownBiz.com.
___________________________________________________
boa MoVeD Bank of America has moved out of one of
downtown’s tallest buildings, relocating two blocks to the
south, on the corner of 2nd Avenue and 3rd Street S.,
near Publix. Their new address is 220 3rd Street S. and
their new phone number is 821-5350.
___________________________________________________
another bank A new Fifth Third Bank is under
construction at 2646 4th
Street N. and will open soon.
___________________________
bank uniteD A new
branch of Bank United opened
at 2832 4th Street N., near the
new Fresh Market store. Mike
Moran is the manager.
___________________________
closeD:
SEBASTIAN COLES,
400 Beach Drive
BEN & JERRY’S,
in BayWalk.
EMBELLISH,
914 4th Street N.
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art news

let’s be nuMber one again!
Last year, St Petersburg was voted #1 by American Style’s
magazine as one of the top 25 Arts Destination Cities in
the mid-city category. This was done through public
voting. “It is a tribute to the commitment of the members
of our tightly knit arts community, visitors, and residents
who appreciate and patronize the St Petersburg arts
scene that we were able to achieve this honor,” said
Mayor Bill Foster. “Our challenge now is to keep it.” We
are fortunate to be in the top 25 for the past two years.
We need your help to remain #1. Vote for St Petersburg
again at AmericanStyle.com. Voting ends March 5th.
Mainsail arts
festiVal This year’s
event will be May 16-17
in Vinoy Park, Sat. 9am 6pm; Sun. 10am - 5 pm,
featuring 250 juried fine
art and craft exhibitors,
live music, Young at Art
student show, Kids Create
art tent, and a culinary
arts food court. Free admission. mainsailartsfestival.org.
gallery walk Dark - 9pm
Held the second Saturday of each month. Most
downtown art galleries stay open later on these nights.
the Morean arts center
822-7872
719 Central Ave., MoreanArtsCenter.org
Kids Night Out, February 18 & March 11, 6-9pm

floriDa craftsMan gallery
821-7391
501 Central Ave. www.craftsmanhousegallery.com
Florida Craftsmen and IKEA together to create an exhibit
called “Closet Artists: Art to Wear” consisting of funky
fashion made from unexpected IKEA materials. A troupe of
IKEA professionals transformed the empty gallery on Central
into a spectacular retail space. “This collaboration is just one
example of the value of creative corporate and nonprofit
partnerships during a time when resources may be scarce,”
says Gallery Director Diane Shelly.
MuseuM of fine arts 896-2667
255 Beach Dr NE
www.fine-arts.org
Feb 19- June 12
Familiar and Fantastic:
Photographs from the
Dandrew-Drapkin Donation
celebrates a turning point
in the Museum’s history
and its photography
collection. Drawn from
major gifts received over
John Constable, Hampstead
the last two years, this
(1833) Collection of BNY Mellon
exciting exhibition spans
more than 100 years and features nearly 100 images.
This is part of one of the most expansive and finest
photography collections in American private hands.
Other Exhibits Include:
Romantics to Moderns: Through May 1
John Scott’s Remembering Birmingham: Through February
23
Dreams and Realities: Through February 6
Familiar And Fantastic: February 19 - June 12
Place: Contemporary Ceramics March 5 - April 24
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clown alley
The Suncoasters of St.
Petersburg are now accepting
registration forms for the
Clown Alley Clown School,
sponsored by All Children’s
Hospital. This popular
community program, which
is open to students of all
ages, has been a tradition in
St. Petersburg since 1972.
Christine Davison, a graduate of the Ringling Bros.
Barnum & Bailey Clown School, teaches character
definition, make-up, costuming and performance
techniques during the five week series.
Both children and adults are welcome to participate and
all graduates will be invited to show off their new skills
in the St. Petersburg Honda Grand Prix Illuminated Night
Parade on Thursday, March 24th and the All Children’s
Hospital Day Parade on Saturday, May 21st.
The five classes will be held on Thursdays - February
10th, 17th, 24th, March 3rd and 10th. All classes are
held at All Children’s Hospital Education Conference
Center, 701 4th Street South, St. Petersburg 6- 7:15pm.
The cost is $20 per person, plus $10 for each additional
family member. Fee includes instruction for all five
classes and a Clown Alley T-shirt.
Registration forms are available on the Clown Alley
page at festivalofstates.com or by calling 821-9888.

weekly walking tours

Join St. Petersburg Preservation's experienced volunteer
guides on a walking tour of downtown St. Petersburg
and beyond, each Saturday now through April. The
popular free walking tours depart at 10 am from
Central Café & Organics, 243 Central Ave (next to the
Detroit Hotel) and last about two hours. Tours are free,
but a $5 donation is appreciated if you are not a
member. Reservations are not necessary but can be
made on the website, at www.StPetePreservation.org or
leave a message on the information line, 824-7802.
Join them for one of the following four tours:
• The Original Downtown Tour - First Saturday of the
Month - learn about how St. Petersburg started, see
some of the best of its architecture and each tour
includes a special look inside a historic building
• Historic Waterfront Tour (New this year!) - Second
Saturday of the Month - our waterfront park system just
celebrated its centennial anniversary and today is the
third largest public waterfront in North America, learn its
history while taking a beautiful stroll!
• North by Old Northeast Tour - Third Saturday of the
Month - the tour includes a portion of both the
Downtown and Northshore (historic northeast
neighborhood) National Register Historic Districts,
ending at the Vinoy Hotel.
• Westward Ho to Historic Kenwood Tour - Fourth
Saturday of the Month, starting downtown the tour hops
aboard the Central Avenue trolley to explore the
bungalows of the Historic Kenwood Neighborhood
before ending at the Craftsman House Gallery, a great
spot to stay for lunch.
• Specialty Tours will be offered in months with a Fifth
Saturday.
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it’s neVer too late to re-Join the banD!
A new season is about to start for the country’s first, and St.
Petersburg’s own, all-adult marching band - the Greater St.
Petersburg Area Awesome, Original Second Time Arounders
Marching Band! The Rounders was formed 29 years ago to
perform in St. Petersburg’s Festival of States celebration and
since then has expanded to do much more!
Conducted by Bill Findeison, this 500+ member band ranges
in age from 18 to, well, ‘till you can’t march anymore. They
have performed regionally, nationally, and internationally, in
addition to right in our own back yard. The Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade was 2008’s highlight and this year
in July they are headed to the Calgary Stampede in Canada.
You’ll find a great group of fun, professional folks from all
walks of life – in all stages of life! All with a passion for music and a desire to perform – a second time around.
If you’ve ever played an instrument, danced a routine, twirled a baton/rifle, or waved a flag in a high school or
college marching band, you’re qualified. So please join in! There is a parade and performance packed season
waiting for you!
Visit www.secondtimearounders.org for information on the activities for the upcoming season. Percussion and auxiliary
rehearsals start February 1. For all others, rehearsals start February 22. They meet at the Coliseum in downtown St.
Petersburg at 7pm.
The Rounders hold many fundraisers throughout the year including its annual Chili Cookoff! Check out their website
for more information on all their upcoming ‘fun’draisers. Their upcoming events include Spaghetti Dinner – St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, 4444 – 5th Avenue N, St. Petersburg, March 11, 6 – 9pm
Dinner includes: spaghetti, salad, bread, drink, and dessert. adults $10, children under 3 $3 – tickets at the door
3rd Annual Chili Cookoff – at Ferg’s, 1320 Central Ave, St. Petersburg, April 9, 1 – 4pm. Eaters and entrants
welcome! If you have a great recipe you just put together one day, or an old family secret recipe bring it on! The cost
is only $25 to enter and limited to 20 people. A portion of the proceeds will be used to support music in community
schools. Contact Shelly Anderson: shelly.anderson@12@yahoo.com or call (813) 335-5256.
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Downtown
events
February - April
ongoing events

aMerican stage Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, Now-Feb
13; Who’s Afraid of Virgina Woolf, March 11-April 3;
Rent, in the park April 15-May 8, 823-PLAY
www.AmericanStage.org.
first friDay of each month, Central Avenue at1st
Street - live bands, food, beer & wine, 5:30-9:30pm.
February 4, March 4, April 1.
floriDa holocaust MuseuM Tempted. Misled.
Slaughtered, through March 27; Resistance and Rescue,
through February 13th; Women of Ravensbruck: Portraits
of Courage, through February 15; Music of Hope,
February 17, 6pm. www.FLHolocaustMuseum.org.
fish-ful saturDay, The Pier Aquarium Noon to
2pm Every other Saturday; PierAquarium.org 895-7437.
st Petersburg history MuseuM Views from the
Vinoy, Art And Soul, through February; Art by Paul Eppling,
March - April; Art by Patricia Warren, May - June;
Upcoming Folk Concerts Feb. 19 , Mar. 19 , Apr. 16 ,
www.SPMOH.org, 894-1052.
tea Dances Coliseum first and third Wednesdays each
month. Dance instruction begins at 11:30am, taped
music at 12:30pm and live music 1-3:30pm. Cost is $7
for dancing and $10 dancing and instructions.
sunken garDens www.SunkenGardens.org
Yoga Tuesday & Thursday, 10am. $8/class or $28/month.
Hula Hoop Dancing Class, latest fitness craze allows
freedom of movement and a great workout. Tues & Wed
10am, $80/8 session.

walking tours

gallery walk second Saturday each month
February 12, March 12, April 9. Call 824-7802
historic Downtown different tour each Saturday,
10am-Noon. Meet at Central Ave. and 2nd St. 824-7802.
walking tour north by olD north east
10am to Noon, third Saturday, monthly, 824-7802.
westwarD ho to historic kenwooD
The fourth Saturday, 10am-1pm. Tour on foot and
trolley. Meet at 2nd St. at Central. 824-7802.

february

2 all county Music fest, Mahaffey Theatre.
5 bayfront on Vine, Bayfront Medical Plaza,
7pm, 893-6148. BayFrontOnVine.org.
5 annual wing fest,Vinoy Park, Noon to 8pm,
www.WingAndRockFest.com.
10 clown alley begins, All Children’s Hospital.
11 the Pink floyD exPerience, Mahaffey Theatre,
8pm, www.MahaffeyTheater.com.
11 Dali look-a-like Party, 823-3767, TheDali.org.
11-12 trash anD treasure flea Market, Snell
Isle, www.StPetersburgWomansClub.org.
12 suncoast classic run for kiDs, Starts at
BayWalk, 825-1521, www.RunForKids.com.
12 kiDs & kubs, vs City Hall All Stars, North Shore Park
12 young eagles Day, Fee Airplane Rides for Kids,
Albert Whitted Airport, 10am-2pm.
12 rotary goes to the Dogs, Derby Lane, 10490
Gandy Blvd., 11:30am - 4:30pm, 369-1512.
18 kiDs night out , Morean Arts Center, 6-9pm.

18-20 baseball at al lang, Big East / Big Ten
Baseball Challenge, BigEastBigTenBaseballChallenge.com
19 fan fest at the troP, Meet the Rays players and
coaches, Tropicana Dome, RaysBaseball.com.
19 classic auto show, The Pier, 11am - 4pm,
www.StPetePier.com.
20 briDal show, Coliseum, Noon to 4pm, 8925202, www.StPete.org/Coliseum.
21 international baseball oPening gaMe,
Penn State vs Nexen Heroes, Al Lang, 551-3000.
26 big banD tribute, Harry James and the Andrews
Sisters, $22 – BYOB, The Coliseum, 7pm, 892-5202.
26 rays sPring training begins, Port Charlotte,
www.RaysBaseball.com.

marCh

5 woMen’s exPo,10am - 4pm, Free, The Coliseum,
892-5202, www.StPete.org/coliseum.
5 4th annual aniMal affaire gala, Historic
Hangar One, Albert Whitted Airport, 5:30 pm.
5 huMan rights walkathon, North Straub Park,
8:30am, 657-7026, www.HumanRightsWalkathon.org
6 Pontiac car show, The Pier, 11am - 4pm, 8216443, www.StPetePier.com.
10 kiDs & kubs vs sungoDDesses, North Shore
11-13 caJun ZyDeco crawfish festiVal, Vinoy
Park, CajunConnection.org.
11-13 antiQuarian book fair, $6 per day, The
Coliseum, 892-5202, FloridaBookSellers.com/BookFair.
11-13 taMPa bay boat show, Tropicana Field,
893-8523, www.TampaBayBoatShows.com.
12 battle of the MinDs, benefits St Petersburg Free
Clinic, Renaissance Vinoy, St. PetersburgFreeClinic.org
19 great aMerican clean uP, 8am
18 the wiZarD of oZ, Mahaffey Theatre, 8pm,
www.MahaffeyTheater.com.
19 abilities wine tasting festiVal, $75 - $150,
Tropicana Dome 6-9pm, AbilitiesFoundation.com.
19 first fc taMPa bay soccer gaMe, Al Lang
Field, www.FCTampaBay.com.
20 orchiD festiVal, Sunken Gardens, 551-3100,
www.SunkenGardens.com.
23 senior fun fest, Free, 10am - 3pm, The
Coliseum, 892-5202, StPete.org/Coliseum.
24 illuMinateD night ParaDe & fireworks,
Festival of States, Waterfront 7-11 pm, FestivalofStates.com
26 kickboxing chaMPionshiP, Battle of Tampa
Bay, $35, The Coliseum, 6-11pm, 892-5202
26 festiVal of sPeeD, North Straub Park, 10 am -5pm
26-27 honDa granD Prix, www.GPSTPETE.com.

aPril

1-2 funk fest 2011, www.FunkFestConcerts.com
2-3 liVing green exPo, Sat 9-5 & Sun 10-4, FREE,
The Coliseum, www.StPete.org/coliseum, 892-5202.
8-10 geM-Jewelry-beaD show, The Coliseum,
www.StPete.org/coliseum, 892-5202.
8-10 taMPa bay blues festiVal, Vinoy Park, Food,
Beer, Wine, Arts & Crafts, TampaBayBluesFestival.com.
9 chili cook-off, Second Time Arounders, 1pm,
Ferg’s Sports Bar
13 aMerican stage in the Park oPens –
rent, Demmins Landing Park, www.AmericanStage.com
16-17 Mainsail arts festiVal, Vinoy Park,

ST. PETERSBURG DOWNTOWN NEWSLETTER

Bar & Restaurant News...
the ManDarin hiDe is a
new upscale bar open
downtown at 231 Central
Avenue, near Detroit Liquors.
The General Manager Laurene
O’Connor says “ Our goal is to
create an interesting, one-of-akind mixology bar and cocktail
lodge.” Much of their focus is
on prohibition-era cocktails, but
they also offer a bevy of craft
beers. Their motto is “Pouring
Our Spirits to Raise Yours.”
They serve no food. Check it
out
at www.MandarinHide.com.
___________________________________________________
the ale anD the witch This new specialty bar, with
over 32 beers and ale, opened in The Tower Plaza
Courtyard at 111 2nd Avenue N. There is no food, but
they will offer music and art. Check it out at
www.TheAleAndTheWitch.com
or call them at 821-2533.
___________________________________________________
fiVe bucks Drinkery Chappy’s is gone and in its
place Jim Connell opened Five Bucks Drinkery. Besides the
sign over the sidewalk, the layout and the menu has been
changed. All food and drink items are priced at $5 or less.
The menu features pulled pork, sliders, various appetizers,
15 styles of hot dogs, with more than 20 beers on tap.
They are still at 247 Central Avenue.
___________________________________________________
sake boMb The Bomb is still under construction at 548
Central Avenue but should be opening soon. It will be a
bar with no food.
___________________________________________________
Double wiDe saloon This new sports bar opened at
1235 Central Ave., east of the Police Station, near Fergs.
Jenny Hickey is the owner / manager. This new place to go
before the Rays games is a sports bar with no food.
___________________________________________________
gone Emilio Brandi, co-owner and primary chef,
announced he left the small Central Avenue restaurant that
bares
his name.
___________________________________________________
Dali Makes four Steve Westphal, owner of 3 other
upscale downtown restaurants, is operating the new
Spanish Café Gala inside the new Dali Museum. This
makes his fourth downtown restaurant including 400
Beach Drive, Parkshore Grill and The Hangar at the
airport. Actually, it is five, if you count The Pub in Indian
Shores. See them all at www.GoToSteves.com.
___________________________________________________
Pure sake This sushi restaurant next to Jannus Landing
on 1st Avenue North is still planning to open. They now
have their buildings permits. It should be open soon.
___________________________________________________
gratZZi’s reoPens Gratzzi’s reopened in a new
location. Instead of in BayWalk, they are at 211 2nd Street
S, next to the UPS Store. Domenic D’Angelo, manager at
BayWalk, is still the manager and now part-owner. They
are open seven days a week for lunch and dinner (except
Sunday is dinner only) with a full bar.
___________________________________________________
greek to greek Mediterranean Garden is a new
Greek restaurant at 21 3rd Street North, that opened in
the same place vacated by Athenian Gardens Restaurant.
Their phone number is 623-4848.
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More Restaurant News...
cafe central is a
new place for coffee and
more at 449 Central
Avenue. The owners are
Adnan Hadzimesic and
Zlatko Audicevic. Pictured
here are Adnan and
hostess
Audrey Sweet.
_____________________
angelo’s PiZZa,
Angie’s Cafe’s Andy
opened a second restaurant at 536 1st Avenue N. It is in
the space vacated by The Pizza Place. They deliver
downtown.
___________________________________________________
More sushi The Vue, a new restaurant open on the
northeast corner of the Bank of America Tower specializes
in sushi and features a martini bar. In March, there is a
night club coming to the 19th floor of the same building,
to be called Vue 19 Night Club. The restaurant and night
club are co-owned by Marek Pietryniak and Bart Pilipajc.
_______________________
PePin closing The
Pepin Restaurant at 4125
4th Street North is closing
it’s doors January 30th.
The restaurant has been a
popular Spanish style
restaurant for over 37
years.
_______________________
hooters is coMing
Yes, it’s true. The Pepin’s
Restaurant building is being bought by Hooters. Don’t
expect Hooter’s to open until September or October.
___________________________________________________
Dick’s wings A new sports bar with great wings is
under construction next to Jannus Landing on 1st Ave. N.
They were previously in John’s Pass in Madeira Beach.
___________________________________________________
caraMello’s PiZZa opened in the space previously
occupied by Gumby’s Pizza at 2701 4th Street N. They
have the same phone number, 896-3278 and they deliver.
___________________
eggs for Dali To
welcome the new Dali
Museum to the
neighborhood, Zack
Gross, the owner of Z
Grille, has renamed
the deviled eggs on
his menu Dali Deviled
Eggs, of course. He
says, “Dali loved to
use eggs in many of his paintings.” These are the same
great deviled eggs he has always offered but with a new
name.
Z Grille is located at 104 2nd Street S.
___________________________________________________
closeD:
ATHENIAN GARDENS - 21 3rd Street N.
PADDY BURKES IRISH PUB - 150 4th Street S.
LAGNIAPPE CREOLE BISTRO - 350 1st Avenue N.
RARE OLIVE - 300 Central Avenue
CENTRAL BILLIARDS AND BAR - 441 Central Avenue
DAVE’S RESTAURANT - 2339 MLK North after 22 years
GUMBY’S PIZZA - 2701 4th Street N.
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Pinellas safe harbor

offering Jail alternatiVe for hoMeless
chronic offenDers

By Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch
Arresting the homeless is an expensive
proposition, which doesn't address the
underlying causes of homelessness.

But up until now, law enforcement officials
within Pinellas County had no other choice
when they encountered a homeless
individual who violated city code or
committed a state law misdemeanor. Those who were
picked up for disorderly conduct, public intoxication,
open container violations, trespassing, public urination or
other minor offenses were taken to the Pinellas County
Jail, even though their problems would appear more
“social” in nature rather than criminal.
But the New Year sees the opening of an alternative to
jail for the homeless chronic offender. This month, the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office opens Pinellas Safe
Harbor in a vacant jail annex building. It is designed to
provide resources for the homeless chronic offender
rather than simple incarceration.
It’s not a refuge for all homeless; many of the area’s
newly homeless can find resources at Pinellas Hope and
several churches and nonprofit agencies.
Pinellas Safe Harbor will serve homeless people who
habitually break minor laws, as well as those recently

released from the Pinellas County Jail and the state
Department of Corrections. Programs at Pinellas Safe
Harbor will help these groups break the cycle of
recidivism and help transition them back into society with
programs to help them find suitable housing and
employment.
No one will be turned away. Any homeless person
seeking resources can stay at Pinellas Safe Harbor while
other temporary assistance is arranged from the
traditional homeless agencies. Neither will guests be
locked in. Residents of Pinellas Safe Harbor can come
and go as they please, although a curfew will shut the
doors after 10 p.m. The annex building has an inmate
capacity of 500, but officials will initially limit the number
of people staying at Pinellas Safe Harbor to 250 until
they see how the program develops.
Pinellas Safe Harbor will provide substantial savings to
the taxpayer. It costs approximately $126 a day to house
an inmate at the Pinellas County Jail. But funding for
Pinellas Safe Harbor will come from a variety of grants,
as well as financial contributions from the city of St.
Petersburg and some of the other municipalities. Costs
associated with caring for a guest at Pinellas Safe Harbor
are estimated to be approximately $20 a day, a real per
capita tax savings.
The program will save money, relieve overcrowding at
the Pinellas County Jail and provide a more effective and
humane way of dealing with homeless chronic offenders.
Pinellas Safe Harbor is a big step in the right direction in
our effort to help the homeless in Pinellas County.
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our thirD twin city
As officials from St. Petersburg and Spain gathered to
cut the ribbon on the new Salvador Dali Museum, the
City of St. Petersburg also welcomed a new official "Twin
City" relationship with Figueres, Spain - birthplace and
resting place for artist Salvador Dali. During the Dali
Museum’s opening week, city officials from both cities
signed a City Twinning Agreement, creating an official
bond between the two cities that share in common the
world's leading museums that house Dali's works.
Figueres joins two other world cities that share an official
bond with St. Petersburg. This year, the city's Sister City
relationship with Takamatsu, Japan celebrates its 50th
anniversary, to be commemorated with a visit from
Takamatsu officials in October. Also, St. Petersburg
signed a Twin City Agreement with its namesake St.
Petersburg, Russia in 2003 as part of our 100th
anniversary as an incorporated city, and St. Petersburg's
300th anniversary.
These inter-city relationships are fostered by the city's
International Relations Committee.
Figueres, located in Spain's Catalonia region on the
northeast border of Spain and France, is a city of nearly
45,000 residents. A city of monuments, medieval walls,
and the formidable St. Ferran Castle, Figueres is most
known as the birthplace and home of Salvador Dali and
the Dali Theatre-Museum. Designed by Dali, the museum
was built on the ruins of the old municipal theater where
Dali opened one of his first exhibitions. In addition to
Dali's paintings, the museum houses sculptures,
mechanical devices, furniture and even Dali's remains,
who is buried in a crypt in the museum's basement.

st. Petersburg woMan’s
club for your next eVent
Think of the St. Petersburg Woman’s Club as “comfort
food.” During these challenging times when venues are
closing their doors unexpectedly, more are turning to this
well established 1929 clubhouse for their weddings and
special events. This beautiful waterfront facility is listed
on the State and National Historic Registers and is
entirely owned and operated by women volunteers.
The two waterfront lots that the clubhouse sits on were
donated by developer Perry Snell. At the time, he had
purchased land and dreamed of luxurious homes;
however, few would visit his sites. In the 1920’s, it was a
jungle area and beyond the trolley line. It is said he
offered the land free to the women for their club with a
calculated guess that men would follow. It must have
worked - today many refer to Snell Isle as a popular
upscale neighborhood. Proceeds from banquets and
receptions maintain the property and allow members to
give back through service projects.
The Woman’s Club is located on sparkling Coffee Pot
Bayou, 40 Snell Isle Blvd NE and offers sunsets, a
spacious lawn and Mediterranean flair. Even though
members range from ages 40 to well over 100, they
have continued to keep pace with the future. Their
website at stpetersburgwomansclub.org allows an easy
check of available dates, fees, contract, pictures and
membership information, or you call them at 822-4982.
Stop by and discover why friends have been meeting
friends here for over 80 years! It might just make you
feel really good.
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Organizational News...
Downtown neighborhooD association-Dna
Network with neighbors at their monthly meeting Porch
Parties, $10 for members; $15 for non-members
It includes 2 glasses of beer or wine plus appetizers.
February 9, 6-8pm at The New Grazzi Italian Grille
211 2nd Street South, Meet Derek Keys, VP, Studio@620.
March 9, 6-8pm at Vue Sushi and Martini Bar, 200
Central Avenue, Meet Linda Hersey, Editor, Patch.com
April 14, 7-9pm at Sunshine Center, 330 5th Street N.
Topic: Downtown Goals of the Next Decade.
The DNA represent residents and homeowners in the
area between MLK Blvd. to the waterfront. Membership is
$15 a year and includes a quarterly newsletter. Call
Marilyn Olsen at 898-8851 or visit www.StPeteDNA.org.
olD northeast hoMeowners association
The Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood Association
kicks off its Neighborhood Exhibit at the St Petersburg
History Museum with a reception Sunday, February 13,
3-5pm. The exhibit is based on the book ‘Souvenir of St
Petersburg, Views from the Vinoy’.
They are planning a children’s Easter Egg Hunt on April
23rd. See their web site for details and times.
They meet the third Monday of each month at 7pm, in the
West Minster Presbyterian Church, 126 11th Avenue NE.
Visit www.honna.org or call 269-5521 for events. Mary
Alice Lange, the President is reachable at 823-5401
snell isle hoMeowners association
The Snell Isle HOA meets at the Women’s Club, 40 Snell
Isle Blvd NE. Meetings are at 7pm, the second Thursday
of each month. Refreshments prior at 6:30pm. Due to
Valentine’s day, February’s meeting will be held February
3rd. Contact Barbara Heck, President at 894-6020.
st Petersburg woMan’s club
Upcoming events include their Annual Trash and Treasure
Flea Market - February 11-12. Their St. Patrick’s Day
Dinner and Entertainment is March 17. The Spring
Bonnet Tea will be April 3. The club offers three levels of
membership. Juniorettes (teens), Juniors (age 18-40),
Generals (age 40+). New members are welcome. Call
727-822-4982 for information.
The St Petersburg Woman’s Club has been operating for
over 80 years and is located on Coffee Pot Bayou, 40
Snell Isle Blvd NE. For more information on the St
Petersburg Woman’s Club, call Joanne Walker at 8224982 or see StPetersburgWomansClub.org.
northeast little league
It’s time to register your kids for Spring Ball. This includes
youth baseball and softball. Late registration is going on
now. The cost is $175 per person, with a late fee of $25
after January 23rd. Play begins February 12th.
You must live north of 5th Avenue N. and east of I-275.
You can also sign up online at www.NortheastLL.com.
The complex is located at 211 45th Avenue N.
belly Dancing
The Suncoast Dance Academy is offering Belly Dancing
Classes. They moved to 531 Central Avenue. Lunch Belly
Dancing are Tuesday and Thursdays at noon. Evening
Classes are Monday, 6pm and Wednesday, 7pm. No
experience is necessary. Call 553-9369 for more
information.
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another colD
winter?

Do you remember last year’s winter?
Most of us have dead or damaged palm
trees to remind us. The fish kill in the Gulf
of Mexico and the Intracoastal was worse
than one of our summer red tides.
Hundreds of sea turtles found stunned
and almost dead were rushed to the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium to be
rehabilitated. Manatees across the state
died in record numbers. Even some
dolphins struggled.
Records show that of the 700 manatees
who died in 2010, 244 were from cold
water stress. The previous year, only 56 died from the
cold. That is an increase of over 300%.
In January, the below normal cold air lasted 13 days,
without a break with Pinellas temperatures regularly
reaching as low as 33 degrees. From January 2 to 14,
we had consecutive lows at or below 45 degrees. From
January 9 to 12, the lows were at or below 37. On
January 11th, the low in St Petersburg registered 33.
Temperatures are collected at the St Petersburg station.
Last year’s winter season (December 22, 2009 to March
19, 2010), was either the coldest or second coldest on
record, depending the area. According to the National
Weather Service’s Tampa office, who have been keeping
records since 1890, the winter of 2009-10 was one of
the coldest on record.
The average in Brooksville was 55.3 degrees, which

broke a record set in 1920. In Plant City, the average
was 56.1, which is the lowest ever. In Tampa, it was
55.6, which was the second lowest since 1979. In St
Petersburg, the average was 56.9, the lowest ever,
beating a mark going back to 1940. Pinellas
temperatures are much higher than the rest of the Tampa
Bay area, due the warmer surrounding water.
These cold readings have been attributed to the ‘Arctic
Oscillation’. When this happens, the cold arctic air tends
to plunge further south, which is why we had a seemingly
unending train of cold fronts sweeping through the state
every few days. They say this weather pattern will not
happen again this winter, but December 2010 seems to
have picked up where last winter left off. Let’s hope we
don’t have a repeat performance!
Information supplied to us by the National Weather Service
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surreally got to see this!
By Nevin Sitler, St. Petersburg Museum of History’s
Director of Education, and Ric Sitler, freelance writer and
retired Army Public Affairs Officer
At last, the Salvador Dali Museum opened its new $36
million facility overlooking Albert Whitted Park this month
to the awe of many. Nearly as bizarre as the artist for
which it is named, the new Dali structure is a work of art
unto itself. The 66,450 sq foot museum, double in size
from its previous location near USF-St. Petersburg, sports
a one-of-a-kind geodesic dome facade nicknamed the
“Glass Enigma,” a DNA strand inspired Helical Staircase,
and a mind-tripping Avant-Garden.
Quite a change from the decades-old former St.
Petersburg municipal warehouse located at 10th and 3rd
Street South, and one that Salvador Dali would surely
have admired for its use of mathematics, nature, and
hidden meanings. More importantly, states Assistant
Curator Dirk Armstrong, the new facility provides more
display space for Dali’s work, a theater, a café,
classrooms, and a student gallery for budding artisans.
And if that wasn’t enough…. visitors will be greeted by a
rain-filled vintage limo.
The “Rainy Taxi” is a 1933 Rolls Royce Sedanca
Limousine, specially restored and outfitted by the Tampa
Bay Automobile Museum to recreate a 1938 Paris exhibit
by the master surrealist. As one might expect with Dali,
the artist had it raining inside the taxi.
That show was so successful Dali repeated the concept
the following year in his hometown of Figueras, Spain,

using his own personal Cadillac. But technology wasn’t
what it is today and the water-logged cars were
ultimately ruined.
The Dali folks asked car
collector Alain A. Cerf,
owner of the Tampa Bay
Auto Museum, to provide a
more substantial and waterproof version for an exhibit
in their new digs. The
Tampa Bay Automobile
Museum, located in Pinellas
Photo Courtesy of Dirk Armstrong,
Park, features a unique
The Dali Museum
collection of about 50
vintage vehicles that demonstrate special creativity and
engineering imagination – a perfect choice for the Dali
inspired creation.
According to Cerf, the simulated rain will have spectators
believing that the mannequins inside the vintage taxi are
being soaked, “but not a drop of water will get inside the
car.” Cerf said the 1933 Rolls was selected from his
personal collection because the windows of the pre-war
limo are nearly vertical making the rain effect very visible;
plus, “the driver is outside basking in the Florida sun.”
From raining cars and melting clocks, to lobster phones
and imported rocks, there is much to experience at St.
Petersburg’s latest landmark. The new Dali Museum,
featuring the world's most comprehensive collection of
works by the late Spanish surrealist, is located at One
Dali Boulevard SE and can be found online at to
www.thedali.org.
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history of st. Petersburg’s sungoDDess
by Gene Collins Chairman, Sungoddess Selection Committee

In 1927, The Festival of States presented its “Coronation
and Spectacle” in Williams Park. After Mayor R. S. Pearce
presented the Key to the City, the Coronation of the
Queen was played out in a pantomime with a cast
consisting of Heralds, Pages, the Queen of Florida,
Sunshine, Uncle Sam and Columbia.
This pantomime was indicative of the Festival of States
celebrations that were held, to entice our winter residents
to stay a little longer before returning to their northern
homes. In 1956, the City decided it needed help in
producing the event and a group of dedicated business
people formed the Suncoasters of St. Petersburg to
manage the Festival of States events. The Suncoasters
have continued producing these events as well as
supporting the city in many areas of civic pride.
One of the civic duties at the top of the Suncoaster list is
the Ambassador Program. This program is the
Sungoddess and Junior Sungoddess scholarship
programs. Selection of Mr. / Mrs. Sun pays tribute to an
individual with exceptional civic and business
contributions to the city. The ambassadorial duties of
these individuals reach out to all in our city.
Originally known as our “Goddess of the Sun,” the
Sungoddess is not only a representative of the
Suncoasters but is a Representative of the City of St.
Petersburg. This scholarship program honors young
women in Pinellas County who are academically
successful, volunteer in their community, and embody the
values and poise to represent the Suncoasters and the
City of St. Petersburg as goodwill ambassadors

throughout the year.
The Sungoddess Program is geared to the college student
who has completed her freshman year of school. The
program is not a beauty contest or pageant. The
selection process is designed to find the future leaders of
St. Petersburg. The program introduces the young ladies
to civic and community related activities and begins to
prepare them to become leaders in our city. The young
ladies who participate in the Sungoddess programs gain
valuable experience in public relations, public speaking,
and love of community.
During the month of March, the final events take place
where the Sungoddess Selection Committee has the
opportunity of learning more about each Court Member.
Their love for St. Petersburg and their community focus
ideas are discussed and plans begin to be made for the
volunteer activities that will take place during the year.
The final selection is made after a formal interview is
held with each member of the court. The Sungoddess is
crowned at our annual Coronation Ball.
The Coronation Ball will be held in the beautiful Grand
Ballroom at the Renaissance Vinoy. This year’s court is:
Callie Barber, Christine Foster, Helen Kline, Jackie
Montanari, Erin O’Keeffe, Katelyn Shatz, Melissa smith,
and Kirsten Teresi.
The Ambassador Program includes the Junior
Sungoddess program for high school students 16 years
or older with interest in community volunteerism. Written
applications are submitted in an essay form and are
judged based on community service, GPA and responses
to the essay questions. This program produces the Junior
Sungoddess and her Court.
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floriDa style garDening
workshoP series

Learn how to create and maintain an attractive, Floridafriendly landscape that saves water, time, and sweat!
This group of free public classes focusing on Floridafriendly landscape practices will be held in the Water
Resources Dept. administration building, 1650 Third
Avenue N. from 6 to 8:30 pm on all dates. They have
included a demonstration garden around the building
and parking lot, with plant identification and other signs.
Garden tours will be available prior to these workshops.
Dates and topics are:
February 2: Water-Wise – Sensible Sprinkler Systems
and Rain Harvesting, After attending this workshop
(one day only), Rain Barrels ($32.10, incl. tax) will be
available for purchase.
February 9: Landscape Design & Plant Selection –
Bring your home landscaping ideas.
February 23: Landscape Design Clinic – Experts work
with you on your landscape plan.
March 2: Landscape Maintenance – Everything from
proper Fertilizer Use to Pruning cold-damaged plants.
Pre-registration is suggested, as seating is limited. To
pre-register, call 727-551-3177 and leave your name,
phone number, selection of the workshop(s) with date(s)
and number of attendees.

wine wine wine

Festival of States 2011 Events
All County Music Fest Wednesday, February 2
Mahaffey Theater - Sponsored by Bayfront Medical
Center and the Harman & Mary C. Wheeler Fund

Scholastic Art Awards Thursday, February 10
Gibbs High School - Sponsored by Raymond James

Clown Alley begins February 10

All Children’s Hospital - Sponsor, All Children’s Hospital

Jr. Sungoddess Finals Friday, March 4
Gibbs High School

Sungoddess v. Kids & Kubs Game
Thursday, March 10th
North Shore Park

Coronation Ball

Friday, March 11
Renaissance Vinoy

Illuminated Night
Parade Thursday,

March 24 Downtown

Party in Park &
Fireworks Thursday,

aMerican stage news

March 24 Waterfront

Sponsored by SunTrust

5K & 1 Mile Run

Two local organizations are hosting major food and
wine events in the next few weeks.
BAYFRONT ON VINE February 5, 7pm, 603 Seventh St. S.
Bayfront On Vine is several wine events culminating in
their “Main Event”, featuring food from 23 of
downtown’s finest restaurants and 11 area wine
distributors. The theme of this year’s event is Excellence
With a Fresh Twist. It will showcase the culinary
philosophy of “slow food”, which seeks to bridge the
gap between farm and table. Slow Food emphasizes
fresh, local, sustainable foods that not only taste divine,
but do no harm to the environment and do not promote
cruelty to animals. “ The cost of a ticket is $100 per
person. A $175 VIP ticket includes the wine tasting
pavilion, plus a commemorative wine glass. There is free
valet parking. Cocktail attire is requested. Call 8936148 to attend or visit www.BayfrontOnVine.org.
ABILITIES WINE FESTIVAL, March 19, 6-9pm Tropicana
This is one of the largest one day wine tasting events in
the Tampa Bay area. Held inside Tropicana Field, the
event includes over 30 restaurants, hundreds of wines
and a large silent auction. Over the years, this event has
raised over $3.2 million to support programs for people
with disabilities. Tickets are $50 advanced, $65 day of
show. VIP tickets are $100 in advance or $125 day of
show. See www.AbilitiesFoundation.com or call 5387370 Ext 345 for ticket information.

Festival of States float - 1921

Saturday, May 21 Waterfront - Sponsored by Harvey’s
4th Street Grill, Publix & Tampa Bay Orthopedic

Day Parade Saturday, May 21
Waterfront - Sponsored by BB & T

Family Fest/Taste of Pinellas Sat- Sun, May 21
& 22 Vinoy Park - Sponsored by General Dynamics

American Stage has announced it’s 2011 class
schedule. Classes for ages (8-11), teens (12-17),
advanced teens, adults, and adult playwrighting, start in
February and run through May. There is a fee. Visit
americanstage.org or call 823-1600 for info.
American Stage offers a Mainstage lecture series held on
Sundays at 1pm on the main stage to enhance your
theater experience. A member of the staff will speak about
their approach to the upcoming production. The lectures
are free for subscribers and $5 for non- subscribers.
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PoPular ‘Mayor's night out',
‘breakfast' encore in 2011
Residents are invited to participate in two popular
programs where they can ask questions and get
problems solved one-on-one with Mayor Bill Foster and
employees from city departments outside normal City
Hall hours. This is the second year for ‘Mayor's Night
Out' and ‘Breakfast With the Mayor'.
‘Mayor's Night Out' a monthly program gives residents
an opportunity to ask questions, share concerns or
resolve problems by speaking directly with Mayor Foster
or department staff from Sanitation, Codes Compliance,
Housing, Billing and Collections, or the Police and Fire
departments, among others, on the second Thursday
monthly on the following dates:
February 10 - North Branch Library, 861 70th Ave. N.
March 10 - Willis Johns Rec. Ctr, 6635 Dr. M.L.K., Jr. St. N.
April 14 - Roberts Recreation Center, 1246 50th Ave. N.
Following a summer break, ‘Mayor's Night Out' will
return for dates in August through November; those
dates and locations will be announced later. For
information visit www.stpete.org/MayorsNightOut.
Another opportunity to catch Mayor Foster outside City
Hall is ‘Breakfast With the Mayor,' held on the fourth
Wednesday monthly at different St. Petersburg
restaurants. Mayor Foster will greet residents at a 7 am
on February 23, March 23, April 27, May 25, June 22,
July 27, August 24, September 28, October 26,
November 23, and December 28. Guests are
encouraged to support the host restaurant by
purchasing breakfast. Locations will be posted at
www.stpete.org/BreakfastWithMayor closer to each
scheduled date.

thank you!

I am very pleased to take this
opportunity to thank everyone in the
community for your thoughts and
prayers after my recent accident. It
truly helps the recovery process when
you know that there are so many
people supporting you. I especially
want to thank Bayfront Medical Center
and the medical team who worked
with me on a daily basis. A special
thanks to my family, constituents, neighbors and
colleagues for all of your support. It is good to be back
to my duties on City Council. Remember...when riding a
bicycle...always wear a helmet!
Sincerely, Leslie Curran

battle of the MinDs

ST PETERSBURG FREE CLINIC
Plan to attend the Battle of the Minds,
March 12 at the Renaissance Vinoy.
This elegant event has become a fun
and very successful fundraisers for the
St Petersburg Free Clinic. The evening
promises to be filled with gourmet
food, fabulous auction items and a
chance to participate as a team in the
fast-paced interactive trivia game and
compete for the coveted ‘Mastermind Cup.” The cost is
$150 per person and seating is limited. Call Angel
Schumaker at 821-1200 at Ext. 114 to reserve a seat
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rules of the roaD

Bay Surgical Specialists is a dedicated surgical practice providing
patients, referring physicians and healthcare partners with
quality patient care. We pay unrelenting attention to clinical
excellence, and have an unparalleled passion and commitment to
assure the very best healthcare for those we serve.
Board Certified General Surgeon Kevin L.
Huguet specializes in minimally invasive
laparosopic surgery, including bariatric
surgery for permanent weight loss.

Board Certified General & Vascular
Surgeon Paul Steven Collins specializes in
vascular and endovascular surgery for the
treatment of vascular disease.

960 7th Ave N. St. Petersburg - 727-821-8101
www.baysurgicalspecialists.com

Bicycles, Walkers and Drivers, this means you!
This topic was suggested by Sheriff’s
Deputy, Kelly Ford after the area’s
numerous bicycle accidents. “The main
violation I see is people on bicycles and
motorcycles wearing headphones,” says
Deputy Ford. “It is not only against the
law, it is so dangerous. You cannot hear
cars, bicycles coming up behind you,
sirens or even horns.”
There are many other rules of the road
for bicycles, pedestrians and cars. Here
are just a few.
CYCLISTS - A bicycle is considered a vehicle. Therefore, a
bicyclist has the same rights and responsibilities as
motorized vehicles, and can also receive traffic tickets. That
means cyclists must slow down at yellow lights and stop at
ALL red lights and stop signs. Cyclists are allowed on
sidewalks, except in designated areas where they may pose
a risk to pedestrians, such as in a busy downtown area.
While on a sidewalk, cyclists must yield to pedestrians. They
also need to make sure they look for turning motorists,
stop at driveways, all intersections and parking lots.
Bicyclists should travel on the right side of the street, and if
there is a designated bike lane, they should use it. A cyclist
traveling slower than the normal speed should ride close to
the right curb area.
In a group, cyclists should ride in a single file, unless the
bike lane or roadway is significantly wide enough to ride
side by side. Cyclists should never ride more than two
abreast except on paths and roadways designed for that.
This applies even to the early morning hours when there
may be less cars to compete with.
For riders 16 years and under, helmets are required by law.
For those over 16, helmets are highly recommended.
PEDESTRIANS - Pedestrians - walkers, joggers and runners
- have rights too, and in most cases be given the right of
way. But pedestrians must understand that they have
responsibilities, too.
If there is no sidewalk, pedestrians must be on the left side
of the road, facing into oncoming traffic. When on a
sidewalk, it is OK to walk on either side of the road. If a
sidewalk is available, pedestrians must use it, and are not
permitted to walk in the street. This includes runners.
Pedestrians may cross the street mid-block, unless there are
traffic signals at each end of the block. If they are crossing
mid-block, the pedestrian must yield to oncoming vehicles,
whether they are motorized or non-motorized. If there is a
crosswalk, they must use it.
MOTORISTS - At crosswalks, motorists must STOP if a
pedestrian has signaled an intent to cross, whether there is
a blinking light or not. Everyone must stop, as soon as the
person steps one foot off the curb. Motorists emerging
from an alley or driveway that crosses a sidewalk are
required to yield to pedestrians.
If the road is too narrow to share, drivers must give cyclists
the right of way. When a road narrows, cyclist must be
given the time and space to merge left and get in front of
the driver. Florida law requires that a when a motorist keep
a safe distance when passing a cyclist. This means at least
3 feet of clearance. Drivers may cross the center line in a
no-passing zone to pass a cyclist.
For more information, see www.dot.state.FL.us/Safety.
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2011 sungoDDess court selecteD
The Suncoasters of St. Petersburg selected eight young
women to the 2011 Sungoddess Court. All members of
the court are local residents, attending college, who
were selected based on academic achievement, poise,
and a commitment to community service.
Members of the Court will participate in the annual Kids
& Kubs softball game on March 10th at North Shore
Park and the Honda Grand Prix Illuminated Night
Parade on March 24th as well as several community
service projects held throughout the year.
From the eight member court, the 2011 Sungoddess will
be announced at the Coronation Ball held on March 11th
at the Renaissance Vinoy Hotel. Many former
Sungoddesses will attend the Ball including Hope Lilley, the
very first Sungoddess selected by the Suncoasters in 1956.
The Suncoasters of St. Petersburg annually support the
Sungoddess programs with funds raised throughout the
year from sponsors and contributions. For the second
year, each member of the 2011 Sungoddess Court will
receive a scholarship. The 2011 Sungoddess will receive
a $5000 scholarship and will represent the Suncoasters
and the City of St. Petersburg at various events and
functions throughout the year. The Sungoddess Court
supports the Sungoddess in her duties and events as well.
The Sungoddess program has been a tradition in St.
Petersburg since 1955 and was once known as the
“Goddess of the Sun". The scholarship program was
created to honor young women in Pinellas County who
support their community through volunteerism, maintain
academic success and embody the values and poise to
represent the Suncoasters and the City of St. Petersburg.
The 2011 Sungoddess Court members are: Callie
Barber, University of South Florida; Christine Foster,
University of Florida; Helen Kline, Texas A&M University;
Jacqueline Montanari, University of Central Florida; Erin
O’Keeffe, University of Central Florida; Katelyn Shatz,
University of South Florida; Melissa Smith, University of
Tampa; and Kirsten Teresi, University of Florida

free Valentine’s Day weDDing
For the fifth year, the Clerk of the Court Office is hosting
this county tradition. The single ceremony that will unite
multiple couples in marriage will be held in the Florida
Botanical Gardens’ Wedding Garden. The Clerk has
waived the normal $30 fee to perform the marriage.
Standard marriage license fees will still apply. To
participate, sign up at any Pinellas County Clerk’s office
by Monday, February 7. Space is limited. Last year 46
couples participated. For information, call (727) 4643008 or visit the Clerk’s web site, MyPinellasClerk.org.
See the gardens at www.FLBG.org

