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A local 1918
victory parade

WORLD WAR I - THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Recently, during the remodeling of Clearwater’s Capitol
Theatre, a wall of bricks was uncovered that had been built
in 1926, 8 years after the end of what was called the Great
War. Each brick was painted with a serviceman’s name who
fought in World War I and was also a Pinellas County
resident. (See related story in this newsletter.) This made me
realize, I knew very little about World War I, which began
100 years ago. What was that war all about?
World War I began in 1914, between two groups of
countries known as the Central Powers and the Allies. The
Allies included France, Great Britain, Russia, Italy, Libya,
Serbia, Romania, Japan, Belgium, Greece, Portugal and
eventually the United States. The Central Powers was the
German Empire with all its territories including AustriaHungary, the Ottoman Empire (also know as the Turkish
Empire) and Bulgaria.
Most people point to the June 28, 1914 assassination of
the Archduke of Austria as the beginning of the war. He
and his wife were riding in an open car when the car took
a wrong turn. Both were killed by a Serb Nationalist
assailant. That was an excuse for Austria to attack Serbia
30 days later, with Germany’s support. Serbia was
supported by Russia, with whom they had a treaty. Russia
also had treaties with France and Great Britain. By
November, the Ottoman Empire joined the war, opening
fronts in Caucasus, Mesopotamia and the Sinai. Italy and
Bulgaria joined in 1915, Romania in 1916.
In 1917, the Allies running out of young men, hoped the
U.S. would join their fight. The U.S. resisted, believing
strongly in isolationism, however, two events changed

public opinion. In 1915, a German submarine sank the
British ocean liner “RMS Lusitania”, containing 159
American passengers. Then, a coded German message to
Mexico was intercepted promising Mexico portions of the
U.S. in exchange for Mexico joining the war and fighting
against the U.S. The U.S. was forced to declare war on
Germany April 6, 1917.
At the same time, Russia had an internal revolution
removing the Czar from power and replacing him with a
communist government that wanted out of the war. Russia
signed a treaty with Germany on March 3, 1918. With the
war in the east over, Germany focused its effort to the west
and the new American soldiers.
The fighting continued for almost another year but the fresh
American troops made a huge difference, since the
European troops were tired from years of war.
After a 1918 German offensive on the Western Front, the
Allies drove the Germans back. Germany finally agreed to
an armistice - all fighting would cease on the 11th hour, of
the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918. After that,
diplomats wrote the Versailles Treaty which officially ended
the war. Many of its terms though were controversial and
set the stage for WW II.
Some wars name themselves. In the beginning, the 1914
conflict was called the European War, then The Great War.
The term “First World War” was used in a history book
written in 1920. After the onset of the Second World War
(1939), the term World War I, became the standard with
historian writers.
World War I is remembered for its trench warfare and the
introduction of new weapons: tanks, machine guns and
deadly chemical gas. By the end of the war, an estimated
16 million soldiers had died, plus millions more civilians.
Europe was redrawn creating several independent nations.
Germany and Russia lost territory, while Austro-Hungary
and Ottoman empires were dismantled.
By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Photo courtesy of Heritage Village Archives
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NEXT ISSUE IS SEPTEMBER

Do you need another copy of this
newsletter? Ask for them at USA
Grocers or any IRB realtor's office.

This newsletter is printed every
other month and survives on
local advertising. Please support
the people advertising here. If
you are an IRB resident wanting
to advertise, you get a discount.
We also offer discounts for
advertising in our other issues
Belleair Area, Clearwater Beach
and Downtown St. Petersburg.

To advertise in the next issue,
call us. Read this or our
other issues online, at
BeachNewsletters.com

CITY NUMBERS
CITY HALL. . . . . . . 595-2517
1507 Bay Palm Blvd
www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com

CITY MANAGER - Gregg Mims
MAYOR/CITY COMMISSION . 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Cookie Kennedy • Terry Wollin
Phil Hanna • Jim Labadie Vice Mayor
City Manager, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-2517
Gregg Mims
Building Department: . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Don Weigner
Planning & Zoning: . . . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Danny Taylor, Dir.
Public Services: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
Dean Scharmen, Dir.
IRB LIBRARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-1822
Next to City Hall
M-F 9-5pm, Tu-Th 7-8:30pm, Sat 10-1pm
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM . . . 593-3861
Across from the Post Office
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.. . . 641-4795
Phil Wrobel, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER . . . . . . . . 596-4331
Next to City Hall, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd
POST OFFICE / IRB. . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Avenue 33785, Near Crabby Bill’s
Mon-Fri 8:30A-4:30P; Sat 9A-12:00P
IRB ROTARY
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
ACTION 2000
Eric Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm

LITTLE LEAGUE . . . . . . . . . . . . 417-7349
IRB WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . 595-4575
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach. . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS . . 595-1038
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
SEWER / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
TRASH / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St. Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-395-2512
Republican, District 66
8383 Seminole Blvd, Suite B, Seminole
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
David Jolley . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-392-4100
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/jolley

2014 CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

JULY
Coffee with a Cop
1
Independence Day
4
Boat Club Island Party
4
Homeowners Happy Hour
10
Parents’ Day
27
AUGUST
Little League Fall Ball Sign Up
.
Boat Club Three Rooker Island
10
Trim Notices Mailed
11
IRB Community Clean Up Week11-13
Homeowners Happy Hour
14
Public School Begins
18
Primary Election
26
Boat Club to Gulfport
30
SEPTEMBER
Labor Day
1
Bucs First Real Game
7
Grandparents Day
7
Patriot Day
11
Homeowners Happy Hour
11

Blood Drive at the IRB Post Office 12
Boat Club Intracoastal Clean Up 13
IRB Boat Club Meeting
18
Dolphin Tale 2 Movie Released
19
MADD Walk on the Beach
19
Boat Club End of Summer Island Party 20
Autumn Begins
22
Homeowners Scavenger Hunt
27
Clearwater Offshore Racing
28
OCTOBER
Fire Prevention Month
City Occupational Licenses Due
1
Blessing of the Animals
4
Homeowners Happy Hour
9
Oktoberfest in IRB
11
Columbus Day
13
Stone Crab Season Opens
15
Clearwater Jazz Festival
16-19
Country Jubilee Heritage Village 25
Pumpkin Carving City Hall
25
Haunted House City Hall
25
Johns Pass Seafood Festival
25-26
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THIS IS OUR 50th ISSUE

Wow time really does fly. This is our 50th issue of the
Indian Rocks Beach Neighborhood Newsletter. Our Tenth
year - FIFTY Issues!
We started this publication on a lark; it was almost a
hobby. Ten years ago, the City of Indian Rocks Beach
had a newsletter that they published every other month.
Businesses saw it as a great way to reach our residents,
but the official policy was not to accept any advertising.
That gave us the idea of publishing a different kind of
newsletter with news and advertising, but always with a
light hearted, fun, positive take on the news. We
produced other publications targeting tourists, so it was
fairly easy for us to do. We decided to publish the
newsletter, on the opposite month of the city’s newsletter
which is long since gone. None the less, our every other
month schedule stuck.
Our plan from the beginning was to provide Indian
Rocks Beach residents with local information and a
touch of our history, too. We put ourselves in your shoes,
and published things someone in Indian Rocks Beach
wanted to know, things we wanted to know. That was
easy, since we live here. What events are coming up?
What restaurants are opening or closing? What is being
built on that empty lot? Is a new business opening in
that closed storefront? What’s going on in nearby
Belleair, Largo or Indian Shores?
From the beginning, we encouraged our local
organizations to contribute their news, including The
Indian Rocks Beach Homeowners Association, Action
2000, the Rotary Club, the Beach Art Center, and the
IRB Boat Club. We invited various government officials to
submit their news and press releases which we pass on
to you since they represent you.
But now, what started ten years ago as a small part of
our business has become the primary thing we do. We
expanded the concept and print similar newsletters for
three other areas - Clearwater Beach, Belleair and
Downtown St Petersburg.
We still work out of our house in Indian Rocks Beach,
just the two of us, with no other employees. While Bob
may be the face everyone sees, collecting information,
taking all the photos and conducting interviews, Becky
works behind the scenes designing the ads, editing the
stories and pulling all the information together into the
format you see each issue.
We realize none of this would be possible without two
not necessarily exclusive groups of people. First our
advertisers; without their support, there would not be a
newsletter. They pay for our printing and mailing costs.
But more importantly, we want to thank you, our
readers. If you did not read our newsletter, and support
our advertisers, there would not be a reason to print it.
We get the most incredible comments, letters and emails
from our readers. Most of them warm our hearts and
many make us laugh. We have met many people along
the way, some of which have become close friends.
Thank you for allowing us to do this every day. We hope
to continue publishing it for many more years.
We hope you enjoy our 50th issue. As you look at the
centerspread of our previous issues, if you want to read
some you may have missed, you can find them all
online at www.IRBNewsletter.com.
Bob and Becky Griffin, Publishers

Did You Know....
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NEW ART SCULPTURE AT
FLORIDA BOTANICAL
GARDENS A long-awaited water
fountain sculpture was dedicated
at the Florida Botanical Gardens
in May. Former Foundation
president Chuck Scaffidi
conceived the idea of the
sculpture showcasing a stunning
piece of art in the small pond
outside of the Wedding Garden
created by local artists Owen
Pach and Jonathan Schork. The
Florida Botanical Gardens is
located at 12520 Ulmerton Road in Largo. For
information,
visit www.flbg.org or call (727) 582-2100.
___________________________________________________

ARMED FORCES HISTORY MUSEUM July 12 & 26
and August 9 & 23 – “Ride Through History” features
WW II re-enactors from the 1st Infantry Division, military
vehicle rides, free hot dogs and discounted admission at
$10/adults and $5/youths 4-12. They are located at
2050
34th Way N. in Largo. Call 727.539.8371.
___________________________________________________

ISLAND SHOP FISHING TOURNAMENT Larry bought
the store seven years ago and to celebrate, he is hosting
his first ever Fishing Tournament on July 4-6. It is a Catch
and Release Contest, with no boats allowed. Fishing can
be from the beach, a SUP or kayak. The biggest fish (not
including sharks) wins. Take a photo with the yardstick
provided by Island Shop you will receive when you register
on Thursday July 3rd. Bring your picture to the Shop on
Sunday, July 6th before 1pm. There will be prizes for 1st,
2nd and 3rd place in each age group. The Island Shop is
located at 309 Gulf Blvd. Call Larry at 596-2244.
___________________________________________________
35 YEARS OF JAZZ The Clearwater Jazz Festival’s 35th
line up has been announced and the headliners are Earth,
Wind and Fire, Dirty Dozen Brass Band, Spyro Gyra, Dr
John and The Nite Trippers, and Trombone Shorty &
Orleans Avenue. More will be announced soon. This year’s
dates are October 16-19 and tickets are on sale. Visit
www.ClearwaterJazz.com.
___________________________________________________
BERT’S BLUE
WINS The IRB
Senior Softball
completed its
Spring schedule
with a playoff to
determine this
year’s Champion.
Bert’s Blue won,
becoming the first
League Champion
followed by
Sandy’s Green,
Guy’s Gold and Rick’s Red. Sandy’s Green was the story
of the playoffs, going from “worst to first”, forcing a one
game, winner take all, Championship game. The Senior
Softball League started in the Fall of 2011 with a few “old
guys” wanting to play softball. Today they have about 90
players on the list with 15 actively assigned to each of the
four teams. Their goal is fun first and winning games
second. Summer games are at 7pm. For details or more
information call the IRB Senior Softball Commissioner: Bert
Valery at 727-517-0517.
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5TH GRADE GRADUATING CLASS Meet the 2014
Anona Elementary School Graduating Class. 85 kids
graduated on June 6th. Now it is on to Middle School.
___________________________________________________
DONATIONS NEEDED This summer, Clothes To Kids will
provide free school wardrobes to more than 3,000 low
income or in crisis school children ages PreK-4 through
12th grade. That means, they need clothes and shoes,
especially elementary girls and boys shorts and pants, sizes
6-16 and girls and boys tops, sizes M-XL. New or gently
used pants, shorts, shirts and shoes can be dropped off
between 9 am and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday at Clothes To
Kids’ two convenient store locations. In Clearwater, 1059
N. Hercules Ave. and St. Pete, 3251 3rd Ave. For more
information, call 441-5050 or visit www.ClothesToKids.org.
___________________________________________________
SUNSET RUN SERIES RETURNS The popular 5K runs
beginning at Clearwater Beach’s Pier 60 have resumed.
Upcoming dates include July 11 and August 8th. All races
begin at Pier 60, run to the north before returning to the
pier. There is a 1 Mile Run / Walk and a 5K run. All
runners get a special race issued t-shirt. Get more
information
at www.WFYRC.com.
___________________________________________________

BEST FLORIDA ATTRACTION The Clearwater Marine
Aquarium recently won the recognition of Best Florida
Attraction conducted in a USA Today poll. That makes three
awards the Clearwater Beach area has received this year:
Florida’s Best Beach, The Best Place to View a Sunset and
now home to Florida’s Best Attraction.
___________________________________________________
KEEP SHRUBS TRIMMED The rainy season is here, and
vegetation growth can possibly take over signage, streets,
and sidewalks, ultimately causing sight-distance issues for
motorists who might not see blocked street signs. Property
owners are responsible for maintenance of their plants
overgrowth. Keep vegetation trimmed, especially at
corners, signs, and sidewalks
_________________________
HAUL PASS RETURNS
Families can beat high prices
at the pump this summer by
taking advantage of PSTA’s
easy and affordable Summer
Youth Haul Pass. For only
$35, kids ages 18 and under
get unlimited transportation
on PSTA all summer.
(Excludes the 100X and 300X routes to Tampa.) That is less
than $2.40 a week for unlimited rides through August 31,
2014. Not only will the Haul Pass save parents time and
money, but it gives kids the freedom and independence
they crave to commute to work, head to the beach or meet
up with friends.

Real Estate News
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AWARD-WINNING REAL ESTATE RECIPE
Just Add Water

By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate
Doiron Realty on the Beach
Zillow, a leading real estate info source,
says U.S. home values declined for the
first time in two years from March to
April. But, in Indian Rocks Beach/Indian
Shores, the total number of transactions
grew from 24 in March to 34 in April and the median
sale price of a single-family home increased by 18.5%.
While the rest of the country fears the March-April
backstep is a sign that last year’s housing recovery
might be short-lived, Pinellas County is celebrating a
near 6% rise in home values so far this year. Of Pinellas’
24 municipalities, Indian Rocks Beach posted the second
biggest gain; our properties appreciated 7.65%
according to the Pinellas County Property Appraiser.
What is the key ingredient in the award-winning real
estate recipe shared by Redington Beach, IRB, St. Pete
and Treasure Island, the top four Pinellas communities
with the largest home value increases? WATER!
Not to sound snobby, but buying a home on the water
today is basically reserved for the wealthy. When asked
what the crème de la crème want in a dream home, there
is one answer only—WATERFRONT. Besides a Jacuzzi,
wine tasting room and home theater, one in four
mentioned a deep water dock as a feature they couldn’t
live without. According to a recent report by the Economic
Policy Institute, Florida’s “wealthy,” the state’s top 1%, are
becoming wealthier at a faster rate than the rest of the
country, meaning a deeper pool of waterfront buyers.
The myriad of concerns associated with buying
waterfront property—like seawalls, flood/wind insurance,
etc.—can’t negate one’s yearning for the water. And, it’s
not all about esthetics either; waterfront buyers see it as
a better return on their investment. Nature isn’t making
any more waterfront so scarcity alone makes it more
valuable and more highly sought-after. Sales so far this
year show that waterfront homes in 33785 were on the
market about a month less on average than their nonwaterfront neighbors. Even when the housing market
bottomed out and Florida posted the highest foreclosure
rate in the nation, seven coastal Florida cities were still
included in Forbes’ 2011 list of the 25 recessionresistant cities for real estate.
Even non-waterfront home and condo values benefit
from their proximity to the water. In 33785, unfettered
access to the Gulf and Intracoastal through beach
accesses at nearly every avenue, community boat ramps
and city docks allow landlocked residents to enjoy the
waterfront lifestyle without paying full freight.
Compared to other areas in Florida and across the U.S.,
Pinellas County’s waterfront is still a good deal. Homes
along the shoreline nationally continue to command record
high prices. Miami’s waterfront is priced considerably higher
than ours and when you look up East…Fugetaboutit! The
most expensive waterfront home in the U.S. was sold for
$147 million in East Hampton, NY this spring. No anxiety
over the disappearance of the American dream there…or
in Indian Rocks Beach for that matter.

Source: My Florida Regional MLS
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4TH OF JULY FIREWORKS,
Behind the Scenes

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
The City of Clearwater sponsors one of the biggest
Independence Day fireworks shows in the area. It begins
with Clearwater Celebrates America at Coachman park.
The gates open at 5pm with music on stage. After dark,
about 9:30pm, the sky lights up with a spectacular 20minute fireworks show people watch up to 3 miles away.
The fireworks are launched from a spit of land on the
northwest side of the Memorial Causeway Bridge. From
there, people can see the show from Coachman Park, as
well as north and south of the bridge.
Pyrotecnico Firework, Inc. has been hired to produce the
show. They are located in New Castle, PA, but they have
a Tampa office. Chris Liberatore is the show’s producer.
With a budgeted at $45,000, planning for this kind of
show takes months. It includes about 20,000 shells
ranging in size from three to ten inches and lasts about
20 minutes.
“The bigger the shell size, the higher it flies into the air,”
says Liberatore. “Ten-inch shells are more spectacular.
But, it also means a larger area. Federal guidelines
require a 70 foot radius of protection for each inch of
shell, meaning we have to have a 700 foot radius safety
area around the firing range with the ten-inch shells.”
“Being by the bridge is both good and bad,” says
Liberatore. “It offers good protection, but it requires us to
control our firing angle and shoot straight up.”
Planning the show begins with a design. One of
Pyrotecnico several show designers worked closely with
the city’s team to pick a theme and some music. It takes
about one hour to design one minute of a show. So, a
20-minute show takes 20-24 hours just to program. Of
course, they must make the show work within the budget
and the time frame.
The show design was done in Naples. First, they edited
the 3-5 minute songs down to 45-60 seconds each. After
that, they designed a combination of fireworks to go with
the music. The music will be broadcast to those watching
from Coachman Park.
“The choreographed show is completely computer
operated. The fireworks fire on cue, as determined by a
computer,” says Liberatore. “The sound track launches the
fireworks. There are signals imbedded in the computer
disks that tell what to launch and when.”
Production set up begins a few weeks in advance.
Fireworks are not made in the U.S. Most come from other
countries including Spain, Italy and China. The fireworks
are shipped first to Tampa, then brought to Clearwater.
The Pyrotecnico crew will arrive on July 1st. First a lead
technician with a crew of five or six will prepare the area
and build the hardware of mortar tubes and frames. On
July 2nd, they start dropping the shells into the tubes and
wiring the electronic switches. Each group of shells is
wired together as part of a module which has a unique
address (number), such as #101, #102, and so on.
If all goes as planned and the weather holds, the people
of Clearwater and thousands of others, will see another
spectacular show over Clearwater Harbor. “This is our 3rd
year of doing the show for Clearwater,” says Liberatore.
“We hope everyone enjoys it.”
Visit Pyrotecnico.com for info on the fireworks company.
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2004 – TEN YEARS LATER

By Thomas Iovino, Communications Specialist Pinellas County
Friday the 13th is supposed to be a very unlucky day. And,
that’s just how Friday, Aug. 13, 2004 looked like it was going
to play out. Strengthening Hurricane Charley had turned
northward into the Gulf of Mexico, and according to all
forecasts, it was going to make landfall somewhere along the
Pinellas County coastline.
As we braced for the first hurricane to make landfall in
Pinellas since 1921, disturbing thoughts began to fly through
my head. Were my wife and two sons OK? Did I do enough
to brace my garage door? Did we have enough food to last
us for at least a week in case we couldn’t get out to a relief
center?
But, Hurricane Charley turned east, bringing its bad luck on a
line from Charlotte County to Daytona, leaving Pinellas
County unscathed. While it would have been easy to say that
we were exceptionally lucky and move on with our lives, we
knew we had to capture this damage in photos and video to
bring back to our residents and show just how devastating
these storms are. The destruction was terrible, and we put
together a video showing just how extensive it was. You can
watch the video here – just search for Hurricane Charley:
pinellascounty.org/emergency/hurricane_videos.html
Three more storms – Frances, Ivan and Jeanne – threatened
our county over the following six weeks, bringing more
challenges to Florida. By the end of that hurricane season, I
can remember two things vividly:
1) Every resident of Pinellas County was over the hurricane
season, ready for it to be done, and
2) Everyone I spoke to had a plan in place, knew their

evacuation level and
had a fully-stocked
survival kit.
While 2005 was
even worse than
2004, the following
years were a lot less
busy for hurricane
activity for Pinellas
County. Tropical
Storms Fay (2008),
Hurricane Francis, 2004
Debby (2012) and
Andrea (2013)
raised a few alarms, and major storms such as Ike (2008)
and Sandy (2012) visited destruction on other parts of the
country.
The further we get from that crazy 2004 season, the more
amnesia sets in. We forget about the long lines in the
plywood aisle at the local home center. We forget about the
panicked last-minute shopping at the grocery store to get
those essentials. We forget about the traffic jams getting to
safe places of shelter.
We forget that these storms can happen here.
It is my hope that in 2014, we can look back to that terrible
season 10 years ago and remember why we prepared in the
first place. If you are new to the area, or perhaps have
forgotten those lessons from a decade ago, Pinellas County
Emergency Management has put together a comprehensive
hurricane preparedness website. Call (727) 464-3800 or visit
www.pinellascounty.org/emergency or for more help in
getting ready for what the season may bring.
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HAPPINESS AND HEALTH
IS THERE A CONNECTION?

by Bob Clark, Belleair Christian Science practitioner
There's a reason Pharrell's hit song Happy is the first ever to
top six different Billboard charts, with 4.5 million
downloads. Happiness is contagiously healthy and research
is now confirming and explaining why that's true.
A recent CNN story, "Why happiness is healthy," mentions a
2012 review of more than 200 studies that found a
connection between positive attributes (happiness, life
satisfaction,optimism) and healthy outcomes (lower risk of
cardiovascular problems, lower blood pressure, normal
body weight, lower levels of inflammation, a sense of well
being). Laura Kubzansky of the Harvard School of Public
Health found optimism halves the risk of heart disease.
Wisdom and common sense have always told us happiness
isn't just a function of genetics or environment. Money can't
buy you happiness, and difficult circumstances can't keep
you from it. Studies prove the correlation between happiness
and good health go beyond "Don't worry; be happy.”
Here are five strategies, which are supported by current
research, for finding happiness where you are:
Place spiritual happiness above material happiness:
Because happiness has a spiritual rather than material
source, it's much easier to find in qualities and ideas than in
places and things. Looking for and finding the good in
ourselves and others is truly satisfying and healthy. It's hard
sometimes, but absolutely always worth the effort. Happy
people are almost always finding good in others. Challenge
yourself to find some good in everybody, every day.
Focus on the positive: Optimism is a choice, and you can
make it moment by moment. Looking for and finding good
can create happiness where it may seem scarce.
Live in the moment: Find an activity that restores your soul
and allows you to put down your burdens. For many, it is
interacting with pets. For others it's a sport that refocuses
thought from worries to a physical challenge or may be art
and the joy of creativity. There is restorative power in natural
beauty. Watch a sunset, and stay until the show's over.
Embrace friends and family: Research shows people who
develop and maintain positive relationships lower their risk
of cognitive decline and live longer. Health magazine says,
"One of the best-kept secrets to good health and a long life
is having a robust social network that includes relatives,
friends and other relationships." This may mean forgiving
those who have hurt you. The interplay of unconditional love
between friends and family restores soul and body.
Develop self-knowledge: From the temple of Apollo at
Delphi to Plato, Socrates and Shakespeare, the ability to
"know thyself" has been recognized as key to happiness and
health. But how does it work?
If knowing yourself simply meant looking in the mirror and
observing, it would have little relevance to lasting health.
But what if to "know thyself" is more about finding spiritual
selfhood, the good qualities and ideas we all possess and
can express without limit? Recognizing and promoting that
while abandoning the opposite takes humility, persistence
and often help from loved ones. But it is fundamental to
understanding the origin of genuine happiness and health.
People who study happiness and health are asked, "Are we
happy because we're healthy or healthy because we're
happy?" Research continues to prove that happiness and
health go hand in hand.
Read Bob Clark’s blog at simplyhealthyflorida.com.

Restaurant News....

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

IT IS OPEN!
Chicago Jaqx
Pizzeria & Tap
House is IRB’s
newest restaurant
in IRB. Owners
Gary and Judy
Panton (shown
here) opened the
restaurant at 1511
Gulf Blvd, next to
Century 21Beggins.
Their big yellow
canopy on the
outside patio definitely attracts attention, and is very
welcome shading you while you sit on their swings facing
Gulf Blvd. What you cannot see are the renovations inside
with seating for 20 and a bar featuring 50 kinds of beer.
The menu features a Chicago deep dish pizza plus a thin
and crispy crust pizza, too. The menu includes they will
have 1/3rd lb burgers, sandwiches, Philly Cheesesteaks,
hot dogs, salads, smoothies and milkshakes. They will be
open for lunch, dinner and late night. The Pantons
currently operates a similar restaurant at the Hilton in
Clearwater Beach.
_________________________________________________
SUBWAY COMING TO IRB No, we don’t mean a train.
Nazih, the owner of the Sunoco station and USA Grocers,
is adding a Subway Sandwich shop inside the Sunoco
Station at the north end of the city. Most of the equipment
is in place; they are just waiting for a few inspections and
approvals. Look for $5
Foot Longs any day.
____________________
PJ’S MAKING
HEADWAY PJ’s Oyster
Bar’s new restaurant,
across the street from
their present location is
moving forward. Coowner Bama Palmer
says they still hope to
open in the early fall.
When finished, they will
have a soft opening for a month or so, “to get the kinks
worked out.” There will be 35 more seats, an outside deck
with dining, more parking, a bigger kitchen and a full
liquor bar. The bathrooms will be bigger and of course
ADA approved. They hope to have live music on the
outside deck.
_________________________________________________
PROINO’S BREAKFAST CLUB This new restaurant is still
under construction In the previous location of Rocky’s just
across the bridge on Walsingham Rd. They will be open
for breakfast and lunch It is owned by George Soulellis
who also owns the Proino’s on West Bay Drive in Largo.
They hope to open in two months or so. If you are looking
for a job, email ProinoBreakfastClub@Gmail.com.
_________________________________________________
MAGGIE MAE’S EXPANDING Belleair’s popular
breakfast and lunch spot is expanding. They are adding
an additional 950 square feet for additional seating and
improvements. Work will begin soon and should take
about 3 months. The restaurant will stay open during the
process. It is located at 2961 West Bay Drive next to
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STUDENT APPEARS ON NBC’S
TONIGHT SHOW

Indian Rocks Beach
resident Marissa Streng,
inventor of the patented
Puff-N-Fluff, was a
featured guest on NBC's
Tonight Show starring
Jimmy Fallon. Marissa was
featured in a segment
called "Tonight Show
Fallonventions." Streng,
with help from Fallon, demonstrated her Puff-N-Fluff dog
drying system on her dog, Mojo. At the end of the
segment, Fallon surprised each of the young inventors with
a check for $5,000, courtesy of sponsor GE.
Streng created the Puff-N-Fluff dog drying invention for a
school science project in the third grade at Saint Paul’s
School, in Clearwater. She came up with the unique drying
system after bathing her dog and attempting to towel dry
him, only to find that he was still soaking wet.
The Puff-N-Fluff dog dryer is made by using a rectangular
piece of material with four elastic leg holes. The paws are
placed through the openings, and then the sides are
brought together and fastened by a hook and loop. Draw
strings close the gap around the dog's head and tail. A
blow dryer is then attached to the flex-hose to circulate
warm air around the dog's body.
After Streng won the grand prize at the 2011 USF Young
Innovator Competition, she decided to patent it and start
manufacturing it. The Puff-N-Fluff has been featured in
both print and video media and is sold through the
company website at thedogdryer.com, Fluffy Puppies in
Clearwater and Pets Unlimited.

ROGAN & ASSOCIATES DONATES
TO PET SHELTER

A long time supporter of
Before
local animal shelters,
Rogan and Associates
Financial Planners
recently upgraded the
animal play yard at the
Suncoast Animal League.
“For years we have
sponsored events, but I
no longer just want to
write a check,” says
Jennifer Rogan. “I am a
volunteer dog walker at
After
the shelter and saw a
need. We paid for all the
equipment and I oversaw
the installation of
everything. The pups love
playing on the new K9
doggie turf.”
Suncoast Animal League,
(727) 786-1330, is a
non-profit, no-kill animal rescue agency that takes in
abandoned, abused, homeless and unwanted animals.
Rogan & Associates is not done helping. They now are
sponsoring a Mobile Medical Center for Pet Pal Animal
Shelter. You can reach Rogan and Associates at (727)
712-3400.
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CLEARWATER VETERANS “WALL OF HONOR” TO EXPERIENCE NEW
LIFE AT CLEARWATER MAIN LIBRARY

By Christopher Hubbard, MA Cultural Affairs Specialist
Renovating historic buildings is not without its treasures;
newspapers, antique cans and old correspondence are
commonly uncovered, providing an impromptu trip back
in time. But when a layer of plaster was removed at the
Capitol Theatre in downtown Clearwater, a link to the
past came sharply into focus.
In early April 2013, employees of Creative Contractors,
working on a multi-million dollar renovation of the
historic Capitol Theatre property, uncovered a handpainted list of names on one of the theatre’s internal
walls. Almost immediately upon discovering the names,
questions began to circulate. What was it, and how does
it affect the renovation project, well into its fourth month
of construction? As layers of plaster were removed, a
clearer picture emerged – what was originally a list
became a registry; the registry, a memorial.
Flash back in time. After years of conflict in the European
theatre, World War I, also known as the Great War,
Close up of the wall when it was discovered
came to a close with the declaration of armistice on
November 11, 1918. As troops returned home, they were welcomed with parades and festivities honoring their
commitment to the war effort. At some point, following the end of World War I, the “Wall of Honor” was painted on the
east facade of 401 Cleveland Street, home to the Clearwater Evening Sun. This monument paid homage to local veterans
in the heart of downtown Clearwater with a listing of meticulously hand-painted names. Of the many names listed were
names prominent in the development of Clearwater, including Coachman, McMullen and Plumb. Stars were placed next
to soldiers who died in service and the names of African-American soldiers, often disenfranchised at the time, were listed
in green lettering.
During construction of the original Capitol Theatre in 1921, the external wall was incorporated into the internal structure
of the Theatre’s lobby and was covered in plaster. There it remained, covered and forgotten for nearly a century.
Present day: As the pieces and history came together, the “Wall of Honor” was recognized as an important link to
Clearwater’s historical identity. In an April 10, 2013 article in the Tampa Bay Times, Capitol Theatre general manager Jeff
Hartzog stated “We’ve unearthed a time capsule. It was a surprise, but a good surprise. This is the kind of thing you hope
to find.”
As conversations turned from discovery to preservation, the intent was clear; how best preserve as much of the “Wall of
Honor” for future generations? A challenge arose in that the Wall was located in what would become the Capitol’s main
lobby. After an extensive evaluation by Mike Sanders and Bill Wallace, members of the Clearwater Historical Society, along
with staffers from both Ruth Eckerd Hall and the City of Clearwater, a plan to extract and preserve portions of the wall was
put in place.
City staffer Marsha Beall conducted a thorough search of military records through the Florida Library and State Archives,
and was critical in identifying the significance and stories of the names listed on the wall. As more names were uncovered,
details such as draft cards, enlistment dates and locations and duty assignments were linked to veterans listed on the wall.
The City of Clearwater contracted with ADM Two, a local design and production studio specializing in museum-quality
exhibits and displays. Using a grid system, employees of Creative Contractors removed brick after brick of the ‘Wall’,
carefully stacking and labeling each brick for its trip to ADM Two’s facility.
There, the bricks were evaluated, catalogued, and prepared for a new life as part of an educational exhibition dedicated
to preserving this previously-forgotten piece of local history.
Susan Canonico, CEO of ADM Two stated “We at ADM Two are very excited to be part of fabricating this unique display.
By placing the bricks on display at the Main Library, we honor the memorial’s original intent – to be seen by Clearwater’s
residents and visitors and to honor the legacy of area veterans.”
“The discovery and display of these bricks brings to light those who registered to serve during the Great War. These
residents and their histories are like the wall they were part of - a foundation built up of people from different walks of life
and cemented together as a community,” said Pattie Smith, of Frina Design, consultant and partner to ADM Two’s work on
the ‘Wall of Honor.’
Once complete, the ‘Wall of Honor’ exhibit will be on display at the Clearwater Main Library’s fourth floor history and
reading room. The exhibit will feature original bricks, recovered from the wall, as well as information pertaining to the
veterans listed on the wall, Clearwater’s history, and the importance of preserving our ties to the past. A dedication
ceremony honoring Clearwater’s veterans, both past and present, will be planned for Nov. 11, 2014. For library
information and times, visit myclearwater.com/cpl.
Portions of the wall remain in place at the Capitol Theatre’s main lobby. For information on the Capitol Theatre, including
upcoming shows and events, visit atthecap.com.

Business News....
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BEST PLACE TO
WORK Century 21
Beggins was recently
recognized by the
readers of the Tampa
Bay Business Journal
as one of the Best
Places to Work in the
Biggest Category.
Their actual employees
number about 30, but
there are about 300
independent agents. President Craig Beggins (shown
here on the left with father Jim & brother Jeff) was 23
when he started the company. “We have a charitable
contribution fund”, Beggins says. “We donate $5 per
closing and with lots of agents, that’s lots of closings. At
Christmas we also help homeless families.” In IRB,
Beggins sponsors many events including the Biggest
Beach Party and the Taste of IRB. They also host the
Homeowner Association’s Holiday Social and Toy Drive.
Last year, they helped collect toys and over 60 bikes for
that toy drive.
_________________________________________________
PUBLIX CONSTRUCTION The Publix at the corner of
Indian Rocks Road and Ulmerton Road plans to reopen
in early October. The new, modern Publix will bring
back between 40 and 50 employees that were
transferred to the Walsingham Road store.
_________________________________________________
PURE LIFE ADDS ‘GENTLE’ TOUCH Pure Life, a
nearby Med Spa, announced Donna Gonzalez has joined
their team. Donna is an ARNP and nurse anesthetist, with
a background in oral maxillofacial reconstruction
recovery. She has successfully administered to thousands
of patients. To each of her patients, Gonzalez is known as
a master injector with a “gentle touch”. She is an artisan
of faces. Once you meet her, you will not forget her. Pure
Life is located at 12442 Indian Rocks Rd., near Anona
Elementary. Visit PureLifeMediSpa.com.
_________________________________________________
NEW REALTY OFFICE A new Smith & Associates office
will be opening on Walsingham Rd. The office will service
the Indian Rocks Beach area and be managed by long
time Indian Rocks resident Nikki Phillips. She tells us that it
should open very soon.
_________________________________________________
BEACH 2 BAY ADVERTISING A new method of
advertising is coming to a beach near you. Beach 2 Bay,
based out of Seminole, offers advertising messages
behind powerboats flying parasails. They offer three types
of displays: on the parasail, a billboard and letter
banners. Parasails ads are typically used for brand
awareness. The parasails vary from 31 to 39 feet wide.
Billboard advertising is a massive digital billboard as big
as one on roadways hung from the parasail. Letter
Bannering is a message on the line from the boat to the
parachute. The letters are 5 feet tall. You can use up to 50
per message. This is a great way to advertise offers or
personal messages like “Will You Marry Me?” Rates vary
and are available at www.Beach2BayAds.com. Look the
ads as they pass through Indian Rocks Beach.
_________________________________________________
MORE NEWS? If you have news for the newsletter, email
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call 517-1997.
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THE AMERICAN FLAG

For over 200 years, the American
Flag has been a source of pride and
inspiration. July 4th we celebrate our
Independence Day; a day to fly our
American Flags. Here are some
interesting facts about today’s
American Flag.
January 1, 1776, Washington
ordered the Grand Union flag with
13 alternate red and white stripes
and the British Union Jack in the
upper left-hand corner raised during
a battle with the British Army at Boston.
June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress passed the first
Flag Act allowing for a United States Flag of thirteen e red
and white stripes, and thirteen white stars on a blue field.
January 13, 1794 - Act provided for 15 stripes and 15 stars
April 4, 1818 - Act provided for 13 stripes and one star for
each state, to be added to the flag on the 4th of July
following the admission of a new state.
Executive Order President Taft, June 24, 1912 - established
flag proportions and provided six horizontal rows of stars
eight in each, a single point of each star to be upward.
Executive Order President Eisenhower, January 3, 1959 provided for the arrangement of the stars in seven rows of
seven stars each, staggered horizontally and vertically.
Executive Order President Eisenhower, August 21, 1959 provided for the arrangement of the stars in nine rows of
stars staggered horizontally and eleven rows of stars
staggered vertically.
Today the flag has thirteen horizontal stripes, seven red and
6 white representing the original 13 colonies. The stars
represent our 50 states.
Last updated April 14, 2008, the US Flag Code, contains
specific instructions on how to treat an American Flag. The
Flag should:
• Never be dipped to any person or thing.
• Only be flown upside down only as a signal of distress.
• Not be used as drapery, for covering a speaker’s desk,
draping a platform, or for decoration in general. Blue,
white and red striped bunting is available for this purpose.
• Never be used for any advertising purpose.
• Not be embroidered, printed or otherwise impressed on
such articles as cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins, boxes, or
anything intended to be discarded after temporary use.
• Never have advertising signs attached to its staff.
• Not be used as part of a costume or athletic uniform,
except as a flag patch on the uniform of military personnel,
firemen, policemen and patriotic organizations.
• Never have any mark, insignia, letter, word, number,
figure or drawing attached to it.
• Never be used as a receptacle for receiving, holding,
carrying or delivering anything.
• Be cleaned and mended when necessary.
• Be destroyed by burning in a dignified manner when
tattered or torn as it is no longer a symbol of our country
When the flag is lowered, no part of it should touch the
ground or any other object. It should be received by
waiting hands and arms then neatly and ceremoniously
folded before being stored.
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YOUR GUIDE TO TIGHTER SKIN
THIS SUMMER

By Stephanie Schlageter, Radiance Medspa
Are you ready for summer? With
Florida’s temperatures heating up,
residents will start showing more and
more skin during the coming months.
Get your skin in tiptop shape with
treatments that lift eyes, arms and even
jowls. Create your strategic plan to
tighten up those hard to change areas, and you’ll be the
beauty on the beach!
Bright sunlight shows everything – good and bad.
Starting with your face, skin that is firm and smooth
looks radiant under the sun’s rays. You can take care of
those fine lines on your forehead and between your eyes
as well as get rid of crow’s feet with Botox, the world’s
most popular non-surgical cosmetic medical treatment.
Botox injections are quick, painless, and safe and work
simply by relaxing the muscles that cause wrinkles.
Results are natural and typically last for three to four
months. Find an injector with lots of experience, and
you’ll get a beautiful, natural look.
Next, you might want to fill in lines around your mouth
or add more volume to your cheekbones, especially if
you feel like you look tired or your face is sagging.
Juvéderm Ultra Plus is used to fill in lip lines,
parentheses and hollow areas under the eyes and new
Juvéderm Voluma volumizes and lifts the cheeks while
restoring volume to the face.
While these injectables, fillers and volumizers work to rid
the face of wrinkles, the reduction in collagen
production that comes with age might still leave the skin
looking or feeling a little loose and saggy. Skin
anywhere on the body can regain its youthful firmness
with a Thermage Total Tip treatment. Thermage
treatments have been around for years, and the new
Total Tip allows for even more targeted, more significant
and more consistent results. The Total Tip can be used
to treat anything from eyelid crepiness to tightening the
skin under the neck to handling loose skin on the body.
This noninvasive procedure works by delivering
radiofrequency heat to specifically targeted areas,
stimulating collagen growth and tightening the outer
layers of the skin. While results are visible immediately
following treatment, the body continues to increase
collagen production during four to six months after
treatment, so skin just keeps getting better and tighter.
Once maximum results are achieved, they typically last
for two to three years. Thermage patients love the way
the Total Tip works to tighten upper arms and the skin
on the abdomen (especially after pregnancy). Consider
it for anywhere you could use more firmness – maybe
above the knees or on your backside?
All of these safe treatments can help get you ready for
the best summer of your life. Make the most of your
results by applying a broad-spectrum sunblock with SPF
30 to exposed skin every day, rain or shine. Tighten up
now, and you’ll be able to hang out this summer without
hanging out in the wrong places.

For information, contact Radiance Medspa at 727-518-7100 or
visit radiancemedspa.com. Radiance Medspa is in its 8th year
at 2894 West Bay Drive in Belleair Bluffs.

ACTION
2000
NEWS
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Hello All! The last couple months have been quite active
with several different events. Here are the highlights from
the May/June 2014 events.
First up on the recap is the
annual preservation
awards from the Spring
Mixer held at the IRB
Historical Museum. Kay
Smith and Ivan Senia won
the 2014 Preservation
Award for their 4th Avenue
residence.
The Timberlakes, owners of
Cay Pointe Villa, won the
2014 Preservation Award
for their business.
Thanks again to everyone
who attended the Spring
Mixer!
Action 2000 is also happy to report the completion of the
10th Avenue Mini Park lighting project. Wired Island did
an amazing job lighting up the 10th Avenue Mini Park.
Stop by and take a look. Money raised from Oktoberfest
Indian Rocks Beach goes back to the in beautification
programs like the 10th Avenue Mini
Park. Last Spring the park was
installed by A2K and this year we
added lighting. Soon we will add
color with some flowers to
compliment the other plantings.
One of Action 2000 goals is to
welcome new residents to Indian
Rocks Beach. Linda and Pete Delina
were greeted by the community with
an Action 2000 Welcome Basket. The
Delina's relocated from the Jersey
Shore and already generously
donated their time in service to A2K.
June was also a time to reflect on the service of two of our
long-time Action 2000 members. Action 2000 gathered at
the 10th Avenue Park where plaques honoring Victor
Wood and Larry Torgerson’s service to the Indian Rocks
Beach community were dedicated.
So what’s ahead? The 13th Annual OKTOBERFEST, on
October 11th. Preparations are underway for another
great festival. Thank you to FBC Mortgage LLC, our Event
sponsor, and Tampa Bay Newspapers, our Media sponsor.
Thank you also to Plumlee Gulf Beach Realty for again
sponsoring Kinderfest, which is a special part of the event
with free activities for the children to enjoy from 11am2pm. A special thank you to Crabby Bill’s Seafood for
their participation each year in this premier event.
For information on how you can help support your
community event as a vendor or sponsor, visit
www.oktoberfestonthebeach.com. For Silent Auction
Donations call Jo Nocera 727-452-6016. Join us for the
Celebration in Kolb Park, Saturday October 11th!
Visit www.irbaction2000.com or like us on Facebook.
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INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION NEWS

Homeowners Happy Hours continue at
the following restaurants:
July 10th: JD’s (children’s clothing drive)
August 14th: Salt Rock Grill (school supply drive)
These FREE Happy Hours are 6 - 7:30 pm the second
Thursday of the month. Visit IRBhome.com or watch for
our emails for more details.

by Phil Wrobel, President, IRB Homeowners Association
Welcome to Summer! I am very excited to be President of
the IRB Homeowners Association again and thank you all
for the strong show of support. We are getting everyone in
place to take over all aspects of the HOA that Becky
Griffin had on her plate, so there may be a few bumps in
the road ahead but, with everyone stepping up to help,
they should be smoothed out relatively seamlessly. Dave
(Hippy) Laramee was appointed Vice President and has
some great ideas for new events that we hope to roll out
in the upcoming year- keep reading your newsletters and
emails to hear the details.
At our second quarter meeting we approved paying for
the city to repair the Skate Park and also for Duke Energy
to run power to Keegan Clair Park for future lighting of
park and boat docks. The money for these projects was
raised by our annual events.
POINTS OF INTEREST:
The Scavenger Hunt Committee is busy planning the
second annual event being held on September 27th,
more details coming soon.
We hope to be up and running with Movies in the Park
(and on the beach) in the fall, and look for the Home
Awards to return too with special awards for best
decorated during the holidays!
Please email me at IRBHomeowners@gmail.com with any
suggestions or ideas you may have for the betterment of
the IRB HOA.

BIGGEST BEACH PARTY

Thanks to the city of Indian Rocks and all our dedicated
volunteers and sponsors for making this yet again the
BIGGEST BEACH PARTY EVER!
Without our major event sponsors, Century 21 Beggins
and Paramount Title, this event would never happen. We
can't thank them enough! The Homeowners Association
also owes a huge debt of gratitude to DiscountLoans.com,
whose generous contribution brought us six hours of
continuous music (with locals Chris Dawson and Dave
Laramee sitting in with the bands)!
We thank "our" beer guys, J.J. Taylor Distributing Florida,
who, in conjunction with Crabby Bill's and a donation
from Holmes Architechs, always kick things up a notch.
Thank you to Indian Rocks Beach’s newest restaurant 18
On The Rocks for being our Wine Sponsor.
And saving the best for last...thank you to our amazing
volunteers. All those involved in the planning and setting
up, those who worked selling tickets, serving beer/wine,
etc., you are the finest example of a unified community
team. We may not have thanked you personally after your
shifts but we are so grateful you give of yourselves to
make each HOA event better than the last.
Mark your calendars for next year’s party, April 25th,
always the last Saturday in April!
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“THE LAST PERFECT SUMMER”
A NOVEL BY ED PRENCE

Book Review by Bob Griffin, Publisher
If you are as old as I am - I am now in
my 60s - you remember the 1960s. That
decade was more than just 10 years on
a calendar. It is also known for its music,
dances, school, black & white TV and the
death of a President.
A big part of my life during the ‘60s was
playing sports with my childhood friends
after school and during the summer.
Playing baseball in a neighbor’s
backyard may have helped me secure a position on a
neighborhood Little League team. That is what the new
book “The Last Perfect Summer,” written by Sand Key
resident Ed Prence, is about. That and much more. For
me, reading it was a real feeling of déjà vu.
Growing up in a small town in Pennsylvania, Prence had
many friends that all played together, virtually every day.
For them, Little League was their sport of choice.
While at the Duquesne University, Prence majored in
Journalism and played baseball. After graduation, he
wanted to be a writer, but found it was hard to support a
family on a writer’s sporadic salary. Instead, he worked in
sales and became a top radio and television advertising
salesman in Pittsburgh and later Boston.
After Prence retired and moved to Sand Key in 2009, he
returned to his first love - writing. “The Last Perfect
Summer” is his first novel. While it is fiction, it is filled with
the history of the decade.
The book revolves around Harry Kirkland, the best player
on his team. It is a story about coming of age, the ties of
friendship, and loss and redemption among a close-knit
western Pennsylvania Italian-American community in the
1960s.
Recently, “The Last Perfect Summer” was entered as a
finalist in the 2014 Benjamin Franklin Awards. Other
finalists include books by President Jimmy Carter, actor Jim
Carrey, musician Art Garfunkle and author Garrison
Keillor.
I read the book on a recent vacation and highly
recommend it. You can read a sample of “The Last Perfect
Summer” at LastPerfectSummer.com. You can also order it
on Amazon and find it at other book stores.
Prence has another non-fiction book underway that will be
published soon.

HISTORICAL MUSEUM NEWS

The museum is staying open all summer! Stop by during
normal hours, 10 am to 2 pm Wednesday through Saturday.
The totally renovated museum reopened last year and has
been getting rave reviews. The exhibits feature “big shot”
photos that bring history to life. See landmarks from the past,
including the old swing bridge, the Big Indian Rocks Fishing
Pier, and Tiki Gardens.
If you enjoy visiting the museum and want to get more
involved, consider volunteering as a museum host. Hosting is
easy and a great way to help the museum while meeting
people from every corner of the world. Stop by the museum
or call 593-3861 for more information.
Anyone can be a part of the fabulous new exhibits. For a
donation of $50, you can help support the renovations and
get your name on an “orange.” The oranges are displayed

on a historic orange grove scene.
To participate, just send your check to the
historical museum at PO Box 631, IRB, FL
33785. Be sure to write what words you want
on the orange, along with your address so
they can acknowledge your gift. The museum is a 501c3
organization, so your donation is tax-deductible.
Mark your calendar for Saturday, October 18, at 12 Noon
when the historical society will hold its fall potluck luncheon.
You need not be a member to participate! Speaker Cathy
Salustri will take attendees on a journey through “Old
Florida” on US19. Bring a dish to share, and plan to enjoy
traditional potluck food and good fellowship at the museum.
Check the website at www.IRBmuseum.com.
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RETIREMENT PLANNING TIPS
FOR FIFTY-SOMETHINGS

By Noelle Daniel, CFP®
Entering your 50s and behind in your retirement planning
goals? Don't fret. You've still got time to get your financial
plan back on track.
There are many steps that older investors can take to
better prepare themselves financially for retirement. Here
are six tips that may help you make the most of your final
working years.
1. Catch up. If you have access to a 401(k) or other
workplace-sponsored plan, make the $5,500 catch-up
contribution that is available to participants aged 50 and
older. Note that you are first required to contribute the
annual employee maximum, $17,500 for 2013, before
making the catch-up contribution.
2. Fund an IRA. Investors aged 50 and older can
contribute $6,500 annually (the $5,500 annual
contribution plus an additional catch-up contribution of
$1,000). An investor in his or her 50s who contributes the
maximum amounts to both a 401(k) and an IRA could
accelerate retirement savings by more than $25,000 a
year.
3. Consider dividends. If you do not have access to a
workplace-sponsored retirement plan, or you already
contribute the maximum to your qualified retirement
accounts, consider stocks that offer dividend reinvestment.1
Reinvesting your dividends may help to grow your account
balance over time.
4. Make little cuts. Consider how you can trim expenses
while continuing to enjoy life. Some suggestions: Eliminate
or reduce premium cable channels that you do not watch,
memberships that you do not use regularly, and frequent
splurges on dining out or coffee runs. An extra $100 a
month saved today could make a big difference down the
road.
5. Review strategies for postponing retirement. You may be
able to learn new skills that could increase your
marketability to potential employers. Even a part-time job
could reduce your need to deplete retirement assets.
6. Don't give up. Many pre-retirees falsely believe that
there is nothing they can do to build retirement assets, and
as a result, do nothing. Remember that you control how
much you invest, and in many areas, how much you
spend. Make a plan -- and stick with it.
Call Noelle Daniel Wealth Management today at 727408-5209 to discuss your options or visit us at 20001 Gulf
Blvd., Suite 8 Indian Shores.
www.ndwealthmanagement.com.

1 - Investing in stocks involves risk, including loss of principal.
Because of the possibility of human or mechanical error by S&P Capital IQ
Financial Communications or its sources, neither S&P Capital IQ Financial
Communications nor its sources guarantees the accuracy, adequacy,
completeness or availability of any information and is not responsible for
any errors or omissions or for the results obtained from the use of such
information. In no event shall S&P Capital IQ Financial Communications
be liable for any indirect, special or consequential damages in connection
with subscriber's or others' use of the content.
© 2013 S&P Capital IQ Financial Communications. All rights reserved.
Securities and Financial Planning Offered Through LPL Financial, A
Registered Investment Advisor- Member FINRA/SIPC

HELP BREAK THE MOSQUITO CYCLE

By Pinellas County Commissioner Chair Karen Seel
With summer rain comes those familiar
summer pests —mosquitoes. At Pinellas
County Mosquito Control, the quest to
eliminate as many of the pesky bugs as
possible is an ongoing responsibility.
Mosquito Control personnel believes that
stopping the mosquitoes before they even
grow into flying biting machines is the most
effective means of control. To do so, they monitor
populations and use larvicide on a daily basis throughout
the county, and fog in locations where it is specifically
needed.
The county monitors mosquito populations daily through
traps in 40 locations. Technicians also monitor standing
water for live mosquito larva Monday through Friday. There
are 56 sentinel chickens kept in eight target locations on
which routine blood tests are performed, testing for virus
antibodies. When a positive result is confirmed, that is
conveyed to the public and efforts are intensified in that
area, with fogging to kill the adult mosquitoes.
Fogging may also be done when a trap shows an
unusually high increase for several days, or if Mosquito
Control receives numerous service calls in a specific area.
A technician may then request that fogging be done,
usually during nighttime hours.
The public is a vital part of the fight against mosquitoes
and you can help by being vigilant in the prevention of and
protection from mosquitoes by following the three Ds:
• Drain: even small amounts of standing water can breed
mosquitoes
• Dress: light colors, loose fitting, long sleeves and pants
• Defend: effective repellents include DEET, picaridin or oil
of lemon eucalyptus.
Technicians have noted that many homes they’ve inspected
have items or areas that contain standing water – the ideal
breeding condition for mosquitoes – and are contributing
to the mosquito problem. Remember, that mosquitoes only
need ¼ to ½ inch of standing water for the larvae to
survive. Some simple suggestions:
• Empty water from flower pots, garbage cans, recycling
containers, wheelbarrows, aluminum cans, boat tarps, old
tires and buckets; any item that can hold water.
• Flush birdbaths and wading pools weekly.
• Flush ornamental bromeliads or treat with BTI, a
biological larvicide available at home stores.
• Clean roof gutters, which can hold water when clogged.
• Change the water in outdoor pet dishes regularly.
• Keep pools and spas chlorinated and filtered.
• Stock ornamental ponds with mosquito-eating fish.
• Cover rain barrels with screening.
• Check for standing water under houses, near plumbing
drains, under air conditioner drip areas, around septic
tanks and heat pumps.
• Take steps to eliminate standing water, improve drainage
and prevent future puddling.
By taking these simple preventative measures, you can help
reduce the number of mosquitoes in our county and
minimize mosquito-borne diseases.
A mosquito control request form, links to videos and
general information can be found at
www.pinellascounty.org/mosquito. Questions can also be
directed to (727) 464-7503. Videos about mosquito control
can be viewed at www.youtube.com/pcctv1.
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WHAT STORYTELLING IS...........

Storytelling is as old as
people and may have
even been done with
pantomime before there
was spoken language.
Can you imagine Og
acting out the “hunt” to
Ogette when he
returned to the cave
with or without meat?
Some of his pantomime
may have been the beginning of humor and fiction.
In cultures, with no written language, the traditional stories
and songs were the oral history that kept the past alive
with a chronology of wars, heroes, triumphs and
accomplishments. One of the world's greatest teachers
taught how to live a human life by using short stories
called parables. The ancient Greeks used animals in fables
to demonstrate human follies.
When grandma or grandpa share stories of their youth, it
brings generations together. Many clubs designate an
historian to collect and save stories of the group's activities
over the years. Some corporations have hired professional
storytellers to mold their history into an interesting tale to
share with employees.
In some cultures the storytellers have almost the same
status as Shamans. In old time rural Ireland everyone was
expected to have a song, dance or a story to share when
neighbors gathered for an evening. A traveling storyteller
called a shanachie was depended upon for news from a far.
The IRB library is offering storytelling to school age
children. Ann Wilson, an Indian Rocks Beach presence
since 1992, has used storytelling to entertain and teach
for over twenty years. Now retired, she is a volunteer
storyteller at the library on Thursday mornings. Although
she cannot compete with storytellers like George Lucas
of Star Wars fame, she shares fairy tales, myths, folk
tales, urban legends, historical sagas, allegories, folk
lore, how stories and uniquely American Tall Tales.
If there is sufficient interest, a youth story writing and
telling group may be formed, with an emphasis on
ecology and the stories of the Merpeople that live in the
Gulf waters. They will certainly embroider on the legend
of how Indian Rocks Beach was named. This summer
send or bring your children to the library, next to City
Hall, at 10:30 Thursday mornings for some great
storytelling time.

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

by Cookie Kennedy, Indian Rocks Beach Commissioner
Recently, I was selected to represent Pinellas’s ten beach communities with the merger of the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and the Pinellas Planning Council (PPC). Why is
this important? Now, our ten beach communities will have a beach representation in an
organization with issues ranging from transportation, land use, environment, and economic
development. For the beach interests, I am very excited because the individuals from across
the county who make-up the board have common interests with a sense of consensus
building as their main goal.
Before the "Special Act" merged the MPO and the PPC, the PPC concentrated on the landuse
component throughout Pinellas County while the MPO dealt with all the transportation
aspects. Now, with the two entities together, it creates a stronger tie and unifies the two groups.
My goal in representing the beach communities lies in being a conduit from our gulf communities, representing our
issues and needs, as well as being able to share information with individuals throughout Pinellas county who
collectively make up these organizations. I look forward to being our representative from the Beaches.
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DEAN SCHARMEN
35 YEARS OF PUBLIC WORKS

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Dean Scharmen grew up on 18th Avenue, and has been in
Indian Rocks much of his life. In 1979, while still a teenager,
Scharmen was hired by the City of Indian Rocks in an entry
level position in the Parks and Grounds Maintenance
Department. Over the years, he rose through the ranks to
become Director of Public Works for our city of 6,000.
After 35 years, Scharmen is retiring on July 30th, but plans
to return to work once he is eligible for reinstatement in
February of 2015. Only Randy Schwab (1977) and Joan
Johnstone (1978) have worked for the city longer.
Scharmen moved to IRB when he was 5. He worked in
many IRB businesses in addition to his city career. He was
a cook in nearby restaurants (La Cave, Mr & Mrs L’s and
Le Pompano). He worked for Freddie Geissler at the Indian
Rocks Gas station at 23rd and Gulf Blvd. For 25 years, he
pumped gas there on Saturday and Sunday.
In 1983, Scharmen married Jileen. In 1988, they opened
“Scharmen’s” a restaurant where Keegan’s is today. “It was
a small café just serving breakfast and lunch,” says
Scharmen. “But it was really a 24/7 business.” They owned
it until 1994, while Scharmen continued to work for the city.
“I remember when Gulf Blvd was two lanes and all the
beach accesses were sandy pathways. Most parking lots
were just sand and shell and there were very few condos.
Reflections (900 Gulf Blvd) was here but was vacant.”
“I worked during Hurricane Elena,” remembers Scharmen.
“It was a long three days. The storm sat off Indian Rocks
Beach and did a lot of damage to our beach and homes.
Seawalls along the beaches collapsed and the Pier fell in.”
“I have met a lot great people living and working here in
Indian Rocks Beach,” says Scharmen.
COMMENTS BY THOSE WHO KNOW HIM:
“Dean has provided the City with over 35 years of his life.
More importantly, he is a person of high integrity and ethical
standards. Many of the City’s public works achievements
can be attributed to his leadership and direction. The city will
continue to be blessed by Dean’s contributions for many
years. I look forward to working with him again in the
future.” Gregg Mims, City Manager
“I’ve had a great relationship with Dean over the years.
We’ve worked together on sea oats projects, attended
Florida Shore and Beach Preservation Conferences, and
discussed everything concerning the infrastructure of IRB.
He’s one of the most professional and thorough department
heads I’ve encountered. He’s been a good friend as well.
Dean’s a living repository of Indian Rocks history. You can
ask him about anything that’s happened and he can deliver
a colorful story. He’s a wonderful resource, and I am glad
he’ll be back soon.” RB Johnson, Mayor
“I knew Dean when he first started with the City. He was
working with some great guys in Public Works. They used to
kid each other all the time, but they worked very closely, to
keep our City running smoothly. I also remember his mother,
Nela, who was a sweet, but strong woman. She instilled
some of her qualities in her son. I remember his wedding to
Jill. It was a very warm and fun affair. I remember the birth
of his two children. We were all so excited for them. Dean
always said he would retire at 50. Apparently he thought 50
was old. Now at 53, he has changed his mind and will
work for us a while longer.” Joan Johnstone, City Employee.
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IS YOUR DATA PROTECTED?

by Larry Bell, Belltech Computer Solutions
Did you know the hard drive in your computer is under
warranty for only one to five years depending on the
manufacturer and the type of drive? Most are really only
covered for one year and manufacturers only expects the
drive to last UP TO five years.
This is why it is so important to make sure that you have
a physical backup and a cloud backup, for redundancy
to protect your data. With the continuing growth of
technology, you have many services available to choose
from, including Google Drive or iCloud. Both are free to
a certain size and addition storage space can be
purchased if needed.
Having backups will also help to protect your data from
viruses that may attempt to corrupt, hide, or hold your
data for ransom (ransomware and scareware), such as
cryptorbit. These are highly intelligent viruses that you
need to protect yourself and your data from. Sometimes
even the best antivirus software can have vulnerabilities
and a cautious user can still become a victim.
Belltech Computer Solutions is happy to help, educate
and assist. We are located in our new storefront at
11985 Indian Rocks Road in Largo. You can call me with
any questions 727.595.5000

FIRE CHIEF LEAVING

Robert Polk, Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Resue’s (PSFRD)
Fire Chief, announced he is leaving his postition on July
4th. He has been the chief here for three and a half
years, starting November 8, 2010. PSFRD provides fire
protection to the City of Indian Rocks Beach
Chief Polk (60) started his firefighting career in Pinellas
with the St Petersburg Fire Department. He has been the
Fire Chief in Moline, Ill and came to us from Columbia,
South Carolina, where he worked for the State Fire
Marshall.
He is returning to Columbia to assume the role of State
Fire Chief. When he accepted the job with PSFRD, his wife
of 24 years, Kathryn and their children remained in
Columbia. It is time to end the long distance relationship.
A search will now begin to find a replacement for Chief
Polk. We all thank him for his service and wish him well
in his new job.

HOW TO READ YOUR HOME INSURANCE POLICY

by Phil Wrobel, Florida Best Quote, 727-584-9999.
Have you ever wondered just what your Homeowners Insurance Policy’s figures really mean? As an Insurance agent I try to
educate my clients as to the contents of their policies so they can make the best decision in choosing the correct policy.
Coverage “A” Dwelling: The maximum amount your policy will pay to rebuild your home.
Coverage “B” Over structures: This covers the structures on your property. The most common is a fence, but it also covers
sheds, gazebos and other structures not attached to your home.
Coverage “C” Personal Contents: A rudimentary way to explain this is everything that would fall out of your house if you
were to turn it upside down. Simply put, everything that is not permanently attached to the structure. There are two choices:
replacement cost- replacing at today’s value, or actual cash value- replacing at depreciated value.
Coverage “D” Loss of use: Money that your insurance policy will pay to cover for living expenses (Rent, food) when your
home is inhabitable.
There are many more in depth coverage’s and limits included in your policy. To learn more, or if you have any questionsplease call me at 727-584-9999 and I would be happy to go over your policy to ensure that you make the best decisions
and have the best policy possible to cover your needs.

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

BELLEVIEW BILTMORE HOTEL – IMAGINARY SPIRITS & REAL GHOSTS

By BonSue Brandvik, Novelist and Belleair resident
When I first decided to write about spirits who inhabit the historic Belleview Biltmore Hotel in Belleair,
I didn’t realize ghosts really do haunt
the hotel! For the novels in my “Spirits of
the Belleview Biltmore” series, I had
decided to mix ‘present-day characters’
with ‘spirit characters,’ who could
transport readers back in time and
allow them to experience the amazing
history of this world-famous hotel.
Shortly after I started writing the first book in the series,
the Belleview Biltmore closed to undergo a complete
renovation. I began hosting a website to track the
progress of the hotel’s restoration, as well as my own
journey, to become a novelist. Unfortunately, in light of
two lawsuits and the collapse of the real estate market,
the group that had undertaken the renovation of the hotel lost its financial backing and was forced to abandon the
project, reigniting the on-going battle between preservationists and developers over the fate of the hotel.
Meanwhile, visitors from around the world, as well as former hotel staff, started contacting my website to share fond
memories of the Belleview Biltmore. Some of them also shared details about ghost sightings they experienced at the
hotel and wanted to know if the ghosts they had encountered would be included in my books. I responded that,
although my books accurately describe the architecture of magnificent hotel and incorporate local events from notable
historic eras, my storylines and characters – including the spirits – were strictly products of my imagination.
At first, I attributed these reports of paranormal encounters to people’s overactive imaginations, fueled by unusual
sounds associated with the old hotel continuing to settle on
its foundation and wind blowing over the water and through
the branches of numerous huge trees on the property. Then
I started noticing that people who had occupied different
rooms at the hotel, during visits that were sometimes several
years apart, had reported identical paranormal encounters!
When the first book in the series, “Pearls, Spirits of the
Belleview Biltmore” was published, I began scheduling book
signings and speaking to groups about how the rich history
of the hotel had inspired me to write my novels. Following
several of these presentations, people approached me to
recount ghost sightings they had experienced at the hotel.
Amazingly, most of these encounters matched reports I had
already received on my website.
Intrigued, I created a list of all the paranormal encounters
that had been reported to me by more than one person. To
date, I’ve documented twenty distinct multiple ghost sighting claims. For example, seven different people who visited
the Belleview Biltmore Hotel over the years, claim that the ghost of a little boy haunts the hotel. Some claim to have
‘felt’ the child’s presence, while others say the ghost appeared as a full-body apparition and spoke to them. Two
reports came from young children who don’t know one another. When they told their parents/grandparents about the
encounter, both children said they believed the boy was a ghost. Every single report of encounters
with this ghost contains these specific details: the boy is between six and eight years old, he drowned
in the hotel’s first outdoor pool, and he is searching for his family. Additionally, everyone who claims
to have seen this ghost indicates the boy’s clothing resembled attire from the late 1920s or 1930s.
I discovered that many fans of historic hotels believe that hotel guests and workers sometimes leave
echoes of themselves behind which become a part of the hotel’s ambiance. When these echoes are
heard, seen, felt, or photographed by people at the hotel several decades or even centuries later, it’s
called a paranormal encounter or a ghost sighting. Other people believe that ghosts are trapped in
time for some reason, unable to continue forward on their eternal journey. I don’t know if either of
these theories is accurate, but I can offer no other explanation for multiple sightings of the same
twenty phenomenon.
Most ghost experts also believe a spirit’s energy is attached to a vicinity, rather than a specific
structure. If they’re right, people will probably continue to experience paranormal encounters on the Belleview
Biltmore property, whether the hotel is restored or demolished and replaced with town homes.
Do I believe these ghost experts? Let’s just say, I’m keeping my mind open.
“Pearls, Spirits of the Belleview Biltmore,” is the first book in Brandvik’s series. The story introduces courageous
Victorian spirits and recreates the grand opening of the Belleview Hotel in 1897. “Pearls” is available from on-line
retailers in paperback, e-book and audio formats. The second book in the series, “Ripples” features spirits from the
Roaring Twenties and is expected to be released later this year. For additional information contact BonSue Brandvik at:
www.BonSueBrandvik.com
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ROTARY CLUB OF INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
“Service on the Rocks”

by Claire English
Rotary Youth Exchange (RYE) Student Shih “Steven” Tang Tai from Taiwan,
completed his year with the Rotary Club of IRB. During this time, he gained a
better understanding of American culture while living with host families,
attending Seminole High School, playing in the school band, being a member
of the high school basketball team, traveling around Florida, attending Rotary
District Conference, going on a RYE trip to the Grand Canyon, Las Vegas, Los
Angeles and San Francisco, attending IRB Rotary meetings and events, and
participating in RYE events. We enjoyed hosting him this year and wish him the
best upon his return to Taiwan.
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach celebrated the past year and the start of a new Rotary year at the annual club
installation dinner. The club officers for 2014-2015 are Pat Marzulli – President, Claire English – President-Elect, Greg
Morgan - Vice President, Lynn Johler - Treasurer, Paul Burns – Secretary, Louis Gregor – Sargent-At-Arms and
Directors: MaryKay Csenge, Bob Dittmar, Harvey Goodman, David Kline and Rick
Walker.
The club held another successful Art & Ale fundraiser in May to benefit the John J. Todia
III Scholarship Fund and education programs. It was a wonderful evening of good food,
craft beer, wine and the sale of small art works created by local and national artists.
Many thanks to the contributing artists and event sponsors Pinellas Education Foundation
and BarProducts.com.
IRB Rotarians have been at work in the community and beyond, cleaning Gulf Blvd as
part of the Adopt-A-Mile program, cleaning the Pinellas Trail, volunteering for the Indian
Rocks Family Sailing Association, participating in the ROTOCLEFT mission to Peru and
assisting the Beach Community Food Pantry.
If you would like to be part of a fun, friendly organization that serves the local
community, the nation and the world, The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach invites you
to visit us at Jimmy Guana’s in the Holiday Harbourside any Wednesday morning at
7:15am. For information, call (727) 403-4060 or visit www.irbrc.com. "Your first
breakfast is on us!"
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WORLD WAR I DIARY OF NORMAN A. BIE

On August 31, 1918, Norman A. Bie, father of Indian Rocks Beach residents Billy, Norman Jr. and Cappy Bie, began
keeping a diary of his personal experiences on the front lines in France during World
War I. His daily handwritten entries continue through October 5, 1918, describing his life
as a soldier during the Aisne-Marne offensive and the intense, victorious battle at St.
Mihiel south of Verdun.
Bie was a 23-year-old 2nd Lieutenant in the 13th Field Artillery of the U.S. Army. Earlier
in his life, as a young graduate of Porter Military Academy in Charleston, South
Carolina, he had declined appointments to both the U.S. Naval Academy in 1914 and to
West Point in 1916, and instead had pursued a real estate career in Tampa. When
America declared war on Germany in April 1917 however, he promptly enlisted and in
August 1917 graduated as a member of the first class of Officer Candidate School at
Fort McPherson in Atlanta.
Reading Norman Bie’s diary vividly brings to life the conditions and problems endured
during World War I. There were long 15 to 20 mile treks through the woods at night with
horses pulling the artillery’s heavy canons on trails deep with mud made by days of rain.
They endured poison gas attacks. He described demolished towns with people living in
the cellars of their homes ruined by previous German bombardment near Verdun. There
was a shortages of supplies including drinking water for the horses and clothing for the
soldiers. But too, there was a surge of participation (even by cooks) when a call for volunteers went out, to unload 26
trucks of ammunition that had to be carried on their backs through the rain to the gun posts. He detailed a minuteby-minute telling of setting up 155-milimeter canons weighing four tons, and of 130 canoneers getting ready, and
then firing on the enemy for 3 ½ hours.
When World War I ended November 11, 1918, Norman Bie was aboard a ship waiting to leave France. He had
received his orders to return home. He was honorably discharged in September 1919 and returned to Tampa to
resume his real estate career. In 1937, with his wife Rita and six children, he moved to Indian Rocks Beach where he
made The Boathouse at 81 Gulf Boulevard his home as well as his real estate office. Norman died in 1974 at the
age of 78.
The complete diary, with photographs, explanations and footnotes provided by Donald J. Ivey and Joe Knetsch, PhD.,
was published in Military Collector & Historian: Journal of the Company of Military Historians, Washington DC; Vol.54,
No.4, Winter 2002-2003; pp.150-160 “In Good Spirits and Ready to Go to the Front: The World War I Diary of 2nd Lt.
Norman A. Bie.”
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OUR BARBERSHOP QUARTET

By Bob Griffin, Publisher
There are dozens of places for women to get their hair cut and styled, but there are only a few
places that cater to men. In the our area, we have four.

STEFANEC’S BARBERSHOP

772 INDIAN ROCKS RD., ONE MILE NORTH OF WEST
BAY 727.518.0500
Stefanec’s opened three years ago. Their shop may be new
but it has that classic old barbershop look and feel. Owner
Steve, along with Irena and Sasha are on duty six days a
week with all the services of a traditional barbershop. They
offer all styles of haircuts and each cut includes a neck
shave. They do not use plastic guards. They cut hair the oldfashioned way - free hand. They even offer face shaves with
a hot towel prep. “Our goal is to be consistent,” says Irena.
“No matter who cuts your hair, you get the same quality cut
and service.”
Stefanec’s is open Monday-Friday 8am to 7pm; Saturdays
8am to 4pm. Ask for their children, senior and military
discounts.

JOHNNY’S HAIR CARE

100 INDIAN ROCKS RD., BELLEAIR BLUFFS 727.584.8181
Johnny Ferriolo, popularly known as Johnny The Barber,
passed away last October. Then, another Johnny took his
place – so no need to change the name. John Gluff now
leases the barbershop space previously run by Ferriolo and is
the sole barber. No appointments are necessary.
Gluff, originally from Indiana lives in Safety Harbor. After 16
years with UPS, he went to barber college and has been
cutting men’s hair for the past 17 years.
“It has been a bit odd,” says John. “Many of Johnny’s old
customers showed up at my door asking ‘Where’s Johnny?’
They did not know he died and were surprised and saddened
to learn that Johnny is gone.”

WEST BAY CLIPPERS

BLVD BARBERS

1901 WEST BAY, IN THE VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER - 727.581.3637
Having been open 29 years, West Bay Clippers is one of the oldest and longest
operating barbershops in our area. Joe Britt bought the small 4-chair
barbershop in 1986 after selling one in Clearwater. Originally, his mother was
his partner. Joe cut the men’s hair and his mother provided women’s styling.
He is still one of the few barbershops offering haircuts for both men and
women. They offer men’s haircuts for $9.75 and ladies haircuts for $9.75.
In 1997, the shop expanded into a second storefront. Now, they are
undergoing a makeover by adding new
chairs, a new waiting area with TVs and a
beverage station. They have one of the
largest staffs in the area and take walk-ins
all day.

1401 GULF BLVD, INDIAN ROCKS BEACH - 727. 224.1824
This is a new venture Joey Genoese (20). After attending Osceola High School, he
graduated barber school at AVI, first in his class of 500 students. He was also the
youngest barber in the class.
For now, Joey has one other barber - Nick, but they have plans to expand. The two
specialize in fades, business cuts, scissor cuts, sharp line-ups, shaves, tapers and
multi-cultural cuts. The shop offers men’s haircuts for $15 and children’s haircuts
for $10. You can make an appointment, but walk ins are welcome, too.

