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MORTON PLANT HOSPITAL
100 YEARS OF PATIENT CARE

orton Plant was the catalyst for the building of Morton Plant
Hospital which opened January 1, 1916. Morton’s only son was in
an auto accident when there was no local hospital. He quickly
realized there was a need and joined the effort to raise funds to
build one.
Automobiles had begun appearing in our area, and Plant was a
car collector. His son Henry II, only 17, had free use of his father’s
cars. The roads were still very poor and during the winter of 1912,
Henry was thrown from one of his father’s cars on a sandy road
between Clearwater and St Petersburg. His hip and leg were
1917
crushed.
Plant summoned the doctor, who came to the Belleview Hotel but
the treatment was beyond his abilities. The closest hospital was a day’s trip away in Tampa. Plant ordered a railroad car
staffed with the best doctor, nurses, and equipment. It was shipped from Chicago to the hotel. Henry spent months
recuperating in the train car beside the hotel.
That accident demonstrated the need for a hospital in Clearwater, but prior to it, a group of public-spirited women, along
with Dr. John Bowen, had already tried to raise money to build a Clearwater hospital. Several women operated a tearoom at
the Episcopal Church, however sales had only raised about $75. Donation boxes were installed in public places which
brought in $50. Handmade dolls were sold, but that only raised $16. Dr. Bowen kicked in another $25. Something else was
needed.
Hearing Morton, one of the richest men in the United States make the statement, “this city needs a hospital,” the committee
wasted no time presenting their idea to Morton who responded with a challenge - endowment of $100,000 for the
maintenance and operation of a new Clearwater hospital, provided the community could raise $20,000.
The ladies quickly formed the West Coast Hospital Assn. to discuss Morton’s offer. They organized a whirlwind campaign
throughout the entire north half of the county. Clearwater only had 2,500 residents, and most of them borderline poor, but
they needed to raise that $20,000 quickly.
A giant thermometer was built on the corner of Cleveland and Ft Harrison to keep everyone aware of the fundraising efforts.
The goal was achieved within two months. An additional $2,000 was donated by the new Clearwater Evening Sun raising the
total to $22,000.
On May 2, a letter was mailed to Morton Plant announcing their achievement. Plant congratulated them and offered a choice
of either Atlantic Coastline Railroad bonds at 4% or Interborough-Metropolitan Company bonds paying 4.25%. Because it
was their local railroad, they chose the Atlantic Coastline bonds. The first six months’ interest from the endowment raised
$1,960 and was received September 1st.
A five-acre piece of land overlooking Clearwater Harbor was selected. Mr. and Mrs. C. Perry Snell (Snell Isle, St Petersburg)
bought the land for $4,500 on April 30, 1914, and donated it for the future hospital.
The West Coast Hospital Association was formed. Anyone
who donated money was a member. To show their gratitude
for the hospital’s financing, they named the future hospital
Morton Plant Hospital. A rendering was designed by Sargent
Hamilton. Six bids were submitted and Tampa’s J. E.
Kennedy Co.’s $21,298 bid was accepted. Clearwater
contractor John Phillipoff was paid $500 to inspect
Kennedy’s work.Later it was discovered that bid did not
include a heating system. Work began immediately.
Continued inside
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Indian Rocks Beach
Newsletter

Inside, you will find articles and local
information about the nearby area.
We call it a Neighborhood Newsletter
because it is primarily about your
neighborhood, Indian Rocks Beach.
This newsletter is printed every other
month and mailed to every occupied
house in the city.
Do you need another copy? Ask for
them at USA Grocers, CVS Drug
Store, or any Indian Rocks realtor's
office.
We hope you enjoy our newsletters.
We want your news and input. Did
you like this issue? What suggestions
do you have for future articles? Call
or email us with your comments, or
take our survey at
beachnewsletters.com.

Thanks for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997,
bob@griffindirectories.com
SEE YOU AGAIN IN MAY!
Read this issue or others at
beachnewsletters.com.

CITY NUMBERS
CITY HALL. . . . . . . 595-2517
1507 Bay Palm Blvd
www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com

CITY MANAGER - Gregg Mims
MAYOR/CITY COMMISSION . 517-0204
MAYOR - R.B. Johnson
COMMISSIONERS —
Cookie Kennedy • Terry Wollin
Phil Hanna Vice Mayor • Jim Labadie
City Manager, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-2517
Gregg Mims
Building Department: . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Dan Weigner
Planning & Zoning: . . . . . . . . . . 517-0404
Danny Taylor, Dir.
Public Services: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
Dean Scharmen, Public Services Dir.
IRB LIBRARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596-1822
M-F 10-5pm, Sat 10-1pm Next to City Hall
IRB HISTORICAL MUSEUM . . . 593-3861
Across from the Post Office
IRB HOMEOWNER ASSOC.. . . 692-7867
Joe McCall, President - IRBHome.com
IRB BOAT CLUB
Bob Griffin IRBboatclub.com . . . 517-1997
BEACH ART CENTER . . . . . . . . 596-4331
Next to City Hall, 1515 Bay Palm Blvd
POST OFFICE / IRB. . . . . . . . . . 596-2894
204 4th Avenue 33785, Near Crabby Bill’s
Mon-Fri 8:30A-4:30P; Sat 9A-12:00P
IRB ROTARY
Meets at Jimmy Guana's every Wed. 7:15AM
Bruce Sobut, Past President . . . 403-4060
ACTION 2000
Eric Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744-0123
Meets 2nd Monday Each Month Beach Art Ctr
BEACH FOOD PANTRY . . . . . . 517-2534
1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm
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2016 CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

Rays Spring Training Begin
2
Early Voting Begins In Pinellas
5
Daylight Savings Time Begins
8
Women’s Day
8
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
10
Family Campout Bonner Park
11-12
Boat Club Intracoastal Clean Up
12
Moble Collection Recycle in Largo
12
Blue Grass Festival
12
Shamrock Run Ulmer Park
12
Grand Prix
12-13
Early Voting Ends
13
Celebration of Life Kate Torgerson
13
Public School Closed
14
City / Primary Elections
15
St. Patrick’s Day
17
Bus Driver Appreciation Day
18
Great America Clean Up
19
Boat Club to Caladesi
19
Spring Begins
20
Spring Break Pinellas Public School 21-25
City Commission Meeting
22
Good Friday
25
Easter Egg Hunt
26
Easter Sunday
27

APRIL

LITTLE LEAGUE . . . . . . . . 574-339-9248
IRB WELCOME CENTER . . . . . . 595-4575
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach. . . . . . . . . . . 447-7600
AA & AL-ANON MEETINGS . . 595-1038
ELECTRICITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443-2641
PHONE (Residential) . . . . . 800-483-4000
PHONE (Business) . . . . . . . 800-483-5000
WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-4000
CABLE (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020
SEWER / IRB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595-6889
TRASH / IRB / Pick Up . . . . . . . 595-6889
------------------------------------------------EMERGENCIES: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCIES 582-6200
SHERIFF DISPATCH . . . . . . . . . 582-6177
IRB FIRE STATION . . . . . . . . . 595-1117
------------------------------------------------COUNTY INFORMATION . . . . 464-3000
COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . . . 464-3377
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
9800 Fourth St. N., Suite 200 St. Petersburg
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-395-2512
Republican, District 66
8282 Seminole Blvd, Suite B, Seminole
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
David Jolly . . . . . . . . . . . . . 727-392-4100
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/jolly

April Fool’s Day
Phillies Last Spring Training Game
Guppy’s Gulfside Gallop 5k Run
Spring Into Art Show Kolb Park

1
1
2
2

Pancake Breakfast Rotary
2
Rays Opening Series
3-5
Coffee With A Cop
5
Pawfest
9
Turtle Trot
9
Greenfest
9
Iron Girl Clearwater Beach
10
Homeowner’s Happy Hour
14
Taxes Due
15
Sugar Sands Festival
15-24
Historical Society Spring Luncheon
16
IRB Community Garage Sale
16-17
Mainsail Art Show
16-17
Sunday Concert In Belleair
17
Earth Day
22
Spring Ecofest Bonner Park
24
Administrative Professionals Day
27
Boat Club To Salt Rock Sat
23
Arbor Day Friday
29
Mangrove Clean Up Bonner Park
30
Nature Hike Bonner Park
30
Beachfest/Biggest Beach Party Ever
30

MAY

Loggerhead Turtle Season Begins
Teacher Appreciation Week
Kentucky Derby
Mother’s Day
Community Clean Up
Homeowners Happy Hour
Postal Workers Food Drive Sat
Boat Club Fish Fry

1
2-6
7
8
9-11
12
14
14
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Did You Know....
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SPRING LITTLE LEAGUE BALL UNDERWAY Opening
day in Indian Rocks Beach was Saturday, February 13th.
125 area kids on 10 teams are playing Little League
hardball and softball—many for the first time. It is too
late to sign up to play, but you can come out and
support the kids—and enjoy a hot dog and a soda. They
can always use more volunteer coaches, umpires and
sponsors,
though.
___________________________________________________

SPRING BREAK TIME This year’s, Spring Break will
probably feel more crowded than last year’s. Because
Easter is early, Spring Break is being compressed into
four weeks instead of last year’s six. The University of
Florida’s break began February 27th. Other local
colleges are closed the following week (SPC, FSU, and
UCF). USF is closed the week of March 12th. Pinellas
Public Schools are closed March 21-25. All this means,
expect heavy traffic for several weeks. They will start
heading home by the end of March.
___________________________________________________
WINE AND TAPAS EXTRAVAGANZA The Belleair
Rotary’s 10th Annual Wine and Tapas Extravanganza is
Monday, April 18th, 6pm to 9pm at the Belleair Golf and
Country Club. This a memorable evening of wine tastings
paired with delicious tapas will include a silent auction,
casino activities, and great entertainment. It is a fundraiser
for many Rotary charities. Tickets are $75 each. Contact Ed
Shaunasee 641-4567 Ed@BelleairCC.com to get yours.
___________________________________________________
MENTORS NEEDED
Anona Elementary
School is in immediate
need of mentors!
Mentors come in once
a week to spend the
half hour lunch period
with a student who
needs one-onguidance and support.
They serve as role
models, encouragers
and a listening ear. As
the relationship
develops, mentoring
becomes a rewarding
experience for both the student and the mentor. The
county requires new mentors to attend a workshop that
provides information about mentoring policies and
procedures, communication skills and relationship
building. If you are interested please contact Jeanne
Joyner at 588-4730 or joynerje@pcsb.org.
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COFFEE WITH A COP The now bi-annual Coffee with a
Cop event will be held at Crabby Bills, on Tuesday, April
5th beginning at 7:30am. Meet the people who serve
you and their supervisors. Crabby Bill’s supplies the
coffee and donuts.
___________________________________________________
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED The 41st Mainsail Art Festival is
April 16 and 17 in St. Petersburg’s downtown Vinoy Park.
Volunteers are needed for t-shirt and poster sales,
information tent, and beverage sales. To sign up, visit
www.mainsailart.org, contact the Mainsail Art Festival
Volunteer Coordinator at 727-641-1616 or email
volunteers@mainsailart.org.
_________________________________________________
SUPPORT CLOTHES TO KIDS How can you help?
Consider sponsoring a wardrobe! A wardrobe consist of
5 new pairs of underwear, 5 new pairs of socks, 5 tops,
4 bottoms, 1 dress (optional), 1 pair of shoes and 1
jacket (in season). Each wardrobe costs Clothes To Kids
$50. Visit www.clothestokids.org or call their Clearwater
store, 727-441-5050 and help.
___________________________________________________
PAPER IS BETTER The U.S. alone discards 500 million
plastic straws & stirrers - enough straws to wrap around the
equator two and a half times every DAY! 175 billion straws
fill our landfills each year. The rest litter our land and
oceans. Plastic straws are made from a petroleum biproduct that does not degrade easily in nature and have
been banned in may places. Plastic straws always make the
Ocean Conservancy’s top 10 most collected items at beach
cleanups. In 2014, they ranked the fifth most commonly
found item. Who knows how many were missed left to float
on the surface of the ocean where they are consumed by
confused marine animals. What can you do? Buy paper
straws for home use. When out, simply
request “no straw.” Encourage your
favorite restaurants to provide straws
only when requested and to switch to
paper straws. This simple change will
result in less consumption, less waste
and most importantly less straws.
__________________________________
BIG FISH CAUGHT OFF THE
BEACH Dan McKirgan of Rockford, Ill,
recently caught this 60 lb. Black Drum
while shore fishing on Indian Rocks
Beach, near 4th Avenue. He used live
bait and 15 lb test line, then fought the
fish for about an hour.
__________________________________
OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN MAY Read
this issue, as well as others, online at
BeachNewsletters.com.

Real Estate News
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NO-MOVE MOVEMENT

IRB Homeowners Staying Put

By Gordon Obarski, Broker Associate Doiron Realty on the Beach

On average, 15% of U.S. households
move each year. In Indian Rocks
Beach, only about 5% do. Our
residents just aren’t moving…plain
and simple. And, when coupled with
the number of Northerners moving
south and discovering IRB, it has
created a scarcity of homes and one
of the best sellers’ markets in a
decade.
Why aren’t our neighbors moving?
Chicken-and-Eggers.
Have enough equity to sell and trade up but won’t list
their home/condo until they’ve found their next one,
which they can’t do until there are more listings to
choose from.
Still-In-the-Dumpers.
Owe more on their mortgage than their home is worth.
The headcount of this group is slowly decreasing as
property values rise…but not fast enough.
Scaredy-Catters.
In a position to move but are too economically
frightened to rock their boat. They are kissing cousins of
the “Wall Street Worriers,” who see it as unwise to cash
out of investments during a market downturn to fund
their new home purchase.
Pooped-Outers.
As homeowners get older, the percentage who move
decreases. There is a segment of our neighbors who are
simply too tired, too stressed or too busy to consider an
alternative.
Catbirders.
These “fortunates” bought their properties 15+ years
ago. With their Cheshire cat grins and no mortgages or
almost-paid-off ones, they can’t justify paying more for
less.
Neighborhood Knitters.
Indian Rocks is a group of tightly knit neighbors—
neighbors who are FRIENDS. They would rather deal
with a house too small than move to a different street
and become a “visitor” to the quarterly (in some
neighborhoods, weekly!) block party.
In an economic downturn, it customary for there to be
less movement. Relocation activity nationally picked up
in 2012 but folks in IRB continue to be super-glued to
their mailboxes. If you are a home/condo SELLER right
now, you are squarely in the driver’s seat. You have
cruise control deployed and CNBC blaring on your
Sirius radio, double-daring a prospective buyer to offer
you a nickel less than your asking price. Short of calling
for the Jaws of Life, this movement of non-movement is
likely to be the scenario for the remainder of the year.
Sources: My Florida Regional MLS
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MORTON PLANT, continued

Plant’s generous donation did not alleviate the need for
fundraising. The Ladies of Clearwater hosted the area’s first
Hospital Ball on February 27, 1915. An elegant dinner was
served and orange blossom corsages were sold for as much as
$500 from trays carried by cigarette girls. The French
Orchestra traveled from New York to provide music.
The ball contributed $1,075 to the hospital fund and became
an annual tradition which was the highlight of Clearwater’s
social season. The ball was canceled during the depression
and World War II years, but resumed and is still being held.
Finally, on October 15, 1915, the building was turned over to
The Hospital Association. The 20 bed hospital was located
where it sits today, on the banks of Clearwater Bay. The twostory building, measured 45 x 85 feet and had a basement.
The first floor included offices, a reception room, a surgery
room, and two four-bed wards, one for men the other for
women. The second floor housed standard hospital rooms,
shared and private. There were several bathrooms and shower
areas, with toilets. Dr. Bowen pushed for the more modern type
flush toilets using steam flushing. The basement housed the
main kitchen, nurses dining room, heating facility, storage area
and a future laundry. Plans included an elevator, but the
money ran out. No elevator posed a problem when patients
had to be carried to surgery from their private rooms.
Up to date equipment included an electrical silent signal
system with a switchboard in the office and buttons over every
bed. Mrs. Morton Plant offered to contribute a new X-Ray
machine to the hospital. However, due to problems with the
electrical system, that offer had to be turned down—but the
money was used for other things.
Miss Lillian Hollohan was hired to be the first superintendent.
Her job description included nursing, bookkeeping, admitting,
records, librarian and “anything else that needed to be done.”
She was paid $20 per week--$80 per month.
Morton Plant Hospital opened January 1, 1916. The first
patient, George Noyes owner of the nearby Sea Ora Lodge,
could not wait for the opening and was admitted December
28. Sadly he died on January 9th, also becoming the hospital’s
first death. The first baby born at the hospital was a boy,
delivered January 4. The first female baby didn’t arrive until
April 19 as most babies were still being delivered at home.
The young Henry Plant II, who had recovered from his car
accident, was admitted for contusions and bruises a month
after the hospital opened.
The second annual Hospital Ball which netted $945 allowed
the first charity patients to be admitted in 1917. The City of
Clearwater and the County agreed to pay $7 week for charity
patients. That same year:
l Hollohan’s salary was increased to a $100 per month.
l The weekly ward bed cost increased from $12 to $15.
l The weekly $30-$45 cost of a private room increased $5.
l In April, large concrete pillars were added to the entrance
l The tradition of giving employees a Christmas Bonus began.
The superintendent received $25, nurses $15 and everyone
else received $11.
Morton Plant did not live to see the hospital expand more than
the first 20 rooms. In 1918, he died at the age of 66.
Today Morton Plant Hospital has 687 beds. Last year, 2,249
babies were born there, 24,194 patients were discharged,
80,208 people were treated in the ER and 2,348,552 lab tests
were performed. Mr. Plant would be please to see how his
legacy has prospered and grown. See Morton Plant’s 100th
Anniversary history and events at www.MortonPlant100.org.
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RECYCLE DO’S AND DON’TS

By Bob Griffin
Have you ever wondered what things you should and should not throw in our big blue recycle
bins? I have. Every time I toss in a plastic grocery bag or Styrofoam container from a restaurant, I
wonder, is that supposed to be in there?
After some research, I have put together a list of some of the things you should not recycle at the
curb. The first rule of thumb - look on the bottom of a bottle or food container. It will have a
printed number that ranges from 1-7 if it is recyclable. If it doesn’t, throw it in the garbage.
PLASTIC SHOPPING BAGS - This is the #1 NO-NO. They do not want the plastic bags you get at grocery,
hardware or other stores in the bins. They clog up the machines.
Take them back to the grocery stores where they have green bins at their front door, or put them in the dog bag stands
around the city. Better yet, take your own re-useable bags to the store and say NO to plastic.
STYROFOAM - Styrofoam cannot be recycled. Many stores are recognizing this and are changing to
paper/cardboard. In the meantime, throw it in your regular trash—not your recycling bins. Publix will accept Styrofoam
egg containers and the trays used in the vegetable department. Styrofoam peanuts used for packing can be donated back
to the closest UPS or packing store.

BATTERIES -

Per Florida law, it is illegal to dispose of nickel-cadmium or small sealed lead acid
rechargeable batteries in your trash.
It is OK to place normal alkaline batteries in the garbage, but never in the blue bins
as it causes contamination. 20% of the recycled waste collected at the curb is
contaminated and has to go through a separate, expensive, time-consuming process.
Nickel cadmium and small sealed lead acid rechargeable batteries need to be taken
to a Chemical Recycling event or the Pinellas County’s HEC-3 facility. Car & Boat
batteries are normally recycled where you buy new ones and you pay a recycling fee.
The following normally have a recycling bin: Best Buy, Home Depot, Lowe’s, Office
Depot, Target, Batteries-Plus, and some but not all Staples.
PAPER TOWELS AND NAPKINS - Even though they may be paper, they probably are not recyclable. Paper towels
are made differently than newspaper or computer paper and do not breakdown. Instead, they tear in the machines. Many
are contaminated by food products anyway. Do not recycle wax paper, either.
BUBBLE WRAP - Plastic bubble wrap and pillows used for packing should not be recycled at the curb. It is just like
plastic bags, they clog the machine. Donate them to the closest packaging / shipping store.
FOOD AND LIQUIDS - Do not use your recycle bin as a trash can.
Do not throw half-filled recyclable water/juice bottles in it. Empty and rinse
them out first. Same with pizza boxes with partial food remains – that is
garbage and can’t be recycled.
PLASTIC - Just because it is plastic does not mean it goes in the blue
bins. Plastic bottles and food containers with a 1 – 7 on the
bottom are good, but not bigger items and hard plastics, like
toys, tools and PVC. Some can be recycled, but not curbside.
GLASS - Not all glass belongs in your blue bin. If it came with food or drink inside, it is good to recycle.
Other glass like mirrors, windows, drinking glasses, vases, etc. is unfortunately, just trash.
METALS - Here again, the only metal you can recycle curbside is metal that contained food or drink aluminum or tin cans. No other metal, including pipes, faucets, nails and parts should go in the blue bins.
They are normally recovered at the County’s Waste-To-Energy Facility using magnets and other methods.
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS - When your home fire extinguisher reads empty do not put it in the recycle bin.
Do not take it to the fire station either. Instead, if you are sure it is totally empty, you may throw it in the
garbage. To know for sure that it is empty, pull the trigger, outside.
PINELLAS FACILITY - The Pinellas County HEC-3 facility is located at 2855 109th Avenue North (just off
28th Street N. one mile south of Roosevelt Blvd.) in St Petersburg. They are open Monday - Saturdays. Call
464-7500 with questions.
For more information on what to recycle and what not to recycle, visit: PinellasCounty.org/Recycle,
PinellasCounty.org/SolidWaste/SwapShop, PinellasCounty.org/SolidWaste/GetRidofit and Publix.com/Recycle.
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COMMISSIONER STEPS DOWN

City Commissioner Jim Labadie, is
not running for office again. He
has served two two-year terms,
and says “that is enough. I have
contributed four years of my life to
this job,” says Jim. “Holding office
was always on my to-do list. I feel
like I have contributed to the city. I
do not have any regrets, but I must
say some times the decisions were
tough.” Jim also owns and
operates Colonial Court Inn with his wife Laura.

ANNUAL UNDERWATER EGG HUNT

Looking for some different to do this year? Children ages
2-10 are invited to Southwest Pool's Underwater Egg Hunt
on Saturday, March 19 from 12-3pm. Retrieve the eggs to
win prizes and a goody bag. Cost is $3 for members and
$5 for guests. For children under the age of six or those
unable to tread water for 30 seconds, a parent must be in
the water with their child. Southwest Aquatics Complex is
located at 13120 Vonn Rd. For information, visit
LargoPools.com or call (727)518-3126.

SAFE BOATING COURSES

Clearwater - The Coast Guard Auxiliary in Clearwater
offers Safe Boating Classes at Morton Plant Hospital in the
Cheek-Powell Pavilion building, 455 Pinellas Street. Unlike
Internet courses, this class is taught by certified USCGAUX
instructors who can answer questions and share
experiences about our local waters. Topics include: Boating
Emergencies, Know Your Boat, Getting Underway,
Navigating, Operating Your Boat Safely and Legal
Requirements. Graduates receive a Florida State
Certification Card. Classes are on the second Sat/Sun of
each month from 8am-1pm and cost $35. The next
classes are: March 12-13 and April 9-10. Call 469-8895.
Madeira Beach - The Coast Guard Auxiliary in Madeira
Beach also holds safe boating classes. They are full day
courses on the first Saturday of the month beginning at
8am. The next scheduled classes are: March 5 and April 2.
Classes in Spanish are also available. For more
information, please call 391-5185.

PUBLIX DONATES FOOD

Dale Hood,
Manager of the
Publix on
Walsingham
Road called
David Kline, a
volunteer at the
Beach
Community
Food Pantry
and a member
of the IRB
Rotary and told
him they had
some food that they would like to donated. It turned out to
be several pallets of food. Kline had no way to transport it,
so he and other Rotary members went to Home Depot to
rent a truck. Instead when they found out why they needed
it, Home Depot employees donated a truck for them to
use. They picked up the pallets and delivered them to the
Beach Community Food Pantry. It was a great team effort!
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ABILITIES GUILD PIG ROAST

This event raises money for our recently
homeless/wounded veterans
The Abilities Guild invites you to show support for our
Veterans by attending their Annual Pig Roast, on Saturday,
April 23, at 5pm in the beautiful waterfront home of Tom and
Joni Cleary in Largo. All proceeds benefit the Abilities Guild
Veterans Mall.
The evening features fresh roast pig with all the trimmings
served buffet style, beverages, wine and liquor. Tickets are
$60 per person. Seating is limited. For information or to
make reservations, call Jodi Martino at 727-244-7971.
Abilities, Inc. dba ServiceSource Florida is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization providing rehabilitation and
employment services for Floridians and military veterans with
disabilities. As a support organization to Abilities, Inc.,
Abilities Guild’s focus, the Veterans Mall, is to assist recently
homeless and wounded veterans, referred via the James A.
Haley and C.W. Bill Young VA Hospitals. The Veterans Mall
provides household goods and personal items free of charge.
Since its inception in 1979, the Abilities Guild has donated
more than $2.4 million in support of disabled citizens of
Florida. In the last four years the Abilities Guild Veterans Mall,
has served over 1,210 recently homeless and wounded
veterans at no charge.

5 YEARS ON THE BEACH

Noelle Daniel Wealth Management
celebrates 5 years at the beach! They
are located at 20001 Gulf Blvd., Suite 8,
Indian Shores. Come visit by land or
sea; dock space available for your boat.
Noelle who is a CFP® Practitioner and
her dedicated team have worked with
individuals and business owners for
nearly 20 years to develop financial
plans, manage investments, and create
income solutions. Noelle Daniel Wealth
Management also offers full investment services, retirement
planning and insurance. www.ndweathmanagement.com
727-408-5209

9TH ANNUAL GREENFEST

Saturday, April 9th, 2016, 10 am to 5 pm
Indian Rocks Beach Church of the Isles is proud to again
present this wonderful eco-friendly event for families and
friends of all ages from the IRB community and beyond.
There will be many vendors with products and services made
to keep our footprint green, as well as representatives from
non-profit organizations, local food, beer & wine, baked
goods, a children’s area, playground, arts & crafts,
handmade gifts, live music and more! Visit them at Facebook
/irbgreenfest. Contact them if you are interested in being a
vendor, would like to be a sponsor, or just want information
at IRBGreenfest@gmail.com or 727-595-1038 (church
office). GREENFEST is the place to be on April 9th!!

TAX HELP

Do you need some help preparing your taxes? Again this
year, AARP volunteers will be preparing 1040 tax forms for
free through April 15th.
There are several locations throughout Pinellas County,
primarily libraries including Largo Library, Mon, Wed, Fri
(10am-4pm) and Saturdays (10am-4pm every other week)
and Seminole Library, Tues & Wed (9am-8pm, Thurs (9am4pm). Get more information at www.AARP.org.
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KATHRYN “KATE” TORGERSON 1937 – 2016

Kate Torgerson, a longtime resident of Indian Rocks Beach,
passed away in January. She will long be remembered for
her volunteering at all our city events. Whatever help was
needed, Kate would drop everything to pitch in. You could
find her selling t-shirts for Beauty and the Beach, The Art
Center and Oktoberfest, helping with Action 2000’s butterfly
gardens, serving beer and wine at Taste of IRB and
registering runners at the Guppy’s Gallop 5K Run. She
volunteered at the Historical Society and for over 15 years,
spent a day or two each week working at the Library.
Kate was born in Midland, Michigan in 1937. She graduated
from Michigan State University in 1960 with a major in
political science. Before retiring from the Pinellas Sheriff’s
Office, she had worked as a sales person in a florist shop, a
craft instructor and counselor at a San Diego camp,
accountant clerk for Dow Chemical, a Las Vegas casino
dealer, a telephone company supervisor, a political science
teacher and coach, and a Realtor/broker in IRB.
Of the four girls in her family, Kate was the artistic and
adventurous one. Wherever she went, whatever she did
there was FUN. After college Kate and some sorority sisters
traveled Europe in a VW.
Kate met her husband Larry in San Diego in the 1960s.
Their son Eric was born in 1964 in Las Vegas. They moved
to Florida in 1970 to be near Kate’s retired parents. They
loved the water, fishing, boating and our sunshine!
Eric, a very mature and thoughtful 15-year-old was tragically
killed in a traffic accident in 1979. Kate always carried a
small picture in her wallet and his presence in her heart.
Kate’s curiosity and interest in learning different things kept
her busy. She and Larry traveled to Europe, the Caribbean,

South America and Costa Rica where
they built a house. They bought, fixed
up and sold several houses in the IRB
area beginning in 1974. Their favorite
was their home on Bay View Place,
where they finally settled. Kate learned
to lay tile, down on her hands and
knees, to redo her floor. She could do
just about any project to fix up a house.
In 2004, Larry and Kate were chosen to
be Grand Marshalls in the city’s Holiday Street Parade
because of their untiring volunteerism in the city.
When Kate’s husband Larry passed away in 2012, Kate was
determined to keep busy. She continued volunteering at the
Indian Rocks Library and the Historical Museum and took art
classes at the Beach Art Center.
Although slowed by her illness, Kate still mowed her yard,
volunteered and even dove for scallops last July. She joined
the Tampa Bay Watch to count scallops in Tampa Bay; riding
in a boat with people she had never met. Kate loved baking
and was always handing out muffins and cookies to friends.
Kate continued to cope with cancer, but her health was not as
strong as her spirit. She strained to share her limited strength
and time with friends at a 2015 Boat Parade gathering at her
house. She passed away on January 3, 2016.
Kate is survived by her two sisters Bonnie and Joan and her
niece. She was a tiny person with a big personality who is
very much missed by her family and friends. Kate’s sisters
are hosting a Celebration of Life for Kate on Sunday,
March 13th from 3-5pm at the Historical Museum, 203
4th Avenue. All are welcome!

Fun Things To Do Nearby
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MCGOUGH NATURE PARK IN LARGO

Even though it is in its 22nd year,
many people have never been to
McGough’s Nature Park, also called
The Narrows Park. Located at 11901
146th St N, Largo, it is just across
the Intracoastal Waterway from
Indian Rocks Beach.
McGough’s Park is known for its a
pond where over 200 turtles live. In
addition, there is a butterfly garden,
live birds on display, a 300-foot
Intracoastal Waterway overlook and
miles of paths including a 1,200foot, tree-lined boardwalk where you
can wander through the shady oak
hammock or the mangroves. Four picnic shelters, an indoor
classroom and a playground area can be reserved for special
functions such as reunions and birthday parties.
The new Narrows Environmental
Education Center inside the park
is home to many reptiles and
birds of prey, including a new red
morph Screech Owl, Barred Owl,
Great Horned Owls and a hawk.
All have been permanently injured
and cannot survive in the wild.
In addition to the fully staffed
educational center, the park has
miles of paths a tree-lined
boardwalk a few feet above the
natural Florida habitat. A casual
walk through the park may take
between 45 and 60 minutes.
In addition to all of this, the park
offers a some activities you may not know about
ARCHERY - A few times a year, they offer archery courses,
which include a little history about the sport and the proper
way to shoot a compound bow. The next course is March 5.
TURTLE TROT April 9 - The annual 5K Run held each April is a
fundraiser for the Friends of Largo Nature Parks. The course
runs through nearby Bonner Park and McGough Park. Register
online at active.com for $20 in advance or $30 day of.
READING WITH A RANGER – Let your preschoolers share a
story, a morning hike and a snack with one of the rangers on
the first Thursday of every month and starts at 10:30 am and
costs $5 per family.
COMMUNITY VEGETABLE GARDEN - You can plant, tend and
harvest your own veggies in the park’s Community Garden.
Different sized plots are available, ranging in cost from $40$60 per year. Six-month terms also available.
RAPTORS UP CLOSE - See the magnificent birds of prey up
close, Thursdays at 2 pm and Saturdays at 1 pm. Volunteers
share enrichment activities with a different raptor each week.
MONTHLY NATURE HIKES - Volunteers offer guided walks
through different Largo Parks at different times, in the early
morning and near sunset. Call for the next McGough tour.
Admission to the park is free. It is open Tuesday through
Sunday from sunrise to sunset. For more information on this
and other Largo parks visit LargoNature.com or
PlayLargo.com. Call McGough Park directly at 518-3047.
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CONVERT YOUR TAXABLE IRA
TO A TAX FREE IRA*

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
A successful financial plan is usually not
accomplished by chance, but by doing a
lot of little things at the right time, in the
right way, and for the right person. After
all, financial planning is not something
done by using a cookie cutter approach
as it should be individualized to be
successful.
Many a person is disappointed to learn that they must
begin taking the Required Minimum Distribution (RMD)
from their traditional IRA when they reach age 70½.
Further, they are none too happy when they recall that
they must pay income taxes on the withdrawals. The
RMD is based on a table provided by the IRS and each
year as life expectancy decreases - the percentage
withdrawn increases. Thus, it can often put the IRA
owner into a higher tax bracket.
One way to potentially minimize the effect of the RMDs
on taxes is to slowly convert the traditional IRA into a
Roth IRA. Unlike a traditional IRA, a Roth IRA does not
have RMDs until the owner dies. Also, the Roth IRA
grows tax free.
Let’s suppose that you have $400,000 in your IRA and
that you are required to take out $12,000 (3%) this
year. This money is not eligible for conversion. Let’s
further assume that you are in the 15% tax bracket and
your beneficiaries are in a higher tax bracket. You
discover that you could take out another $8,000 from
the IRA and still be in the 15% bracket. Of course, this
means you will have to pay another $1,200 in taxes; so
why would you do it?
Over time you will likely lower your tax bill and the taxes
paid by the beneficiaries. You want to pay the income
taxes with money from sources other than the IRA in
order to convert the entire $8,000, not the after tax
amount of $6,800. If you only put in the after tax
amount, you may as well have left the money in the
traditional IRA. Next, because you took “extra” money
out this year, there is less available in the IRA next year
which lowers your RMD and means you are less likely to
be pushed into a higher tax bracket.
If you would like to discuss converting your Traditional
IRA to a Roth IRA, please take advantage of a one-hour
no obligation meeting with one of our professionals.
Also, be sure to visit with your tax advisor.
V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chairman and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105 Clearwater, FL 33756
727-441-9022 ferrara@provise.com
*Distributions may be subject to taxes if certain
requirements or exceptions are not met. Please consult
with your advisor.
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.
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RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE IS KEEPING FAMILIES CLOSE

Kristy Chase Tozer is a former board member and
enthusiastic supporter of Ronald McDonald House. Two years
ago, her daughter was critically ill and the Tozer family
required the resources of Ronald McDonald House to help
them through a very difficult time. Her story is an example of
what RMH families go through, every day of the year. This is
her story.
For the early part of 2013, we spent six months trying to
identify the cause of debilitating respiratory issues that our
two-year old daughter Kaiea was suffering. In late August
we were told that Kaiea was suffering from an uncommon
neurological disorder called Chiari Malformation. Our little
girl was scheduled for brain surgery at All Children’s
Hospital (ACH) the following day. The doctors tried to
reassure us by saying that this operation was as "routine" as
brain surgery can be. Kaiea’s procedure involved a
“decompression” in which a small piece of bone at the base
of her skull is removed to allow adequate space for her
brain. The surgery was scheduled to last a few hours,
followed by a stay in the PICU and then onto the neuro floor
for another day or two and then she would be able to go
home. It sounded simple, but there were complications.
Following surgery, Kaiea was unable to breathe
independently. By the end of that week, we realized that she
would be spending at least five more days in the PICU.
Although we live in Tampa and ACH isn't that far from
home, it seemed incredibly distant from our baby who lay in
an induced coma. I sent an email to my associates at RMHC
asking for help arranging a room at one of the St. Pete
houses while we waited for our daughter’s next procedure.
Since Kaiea was in the PICU, we were able to secure a room
in the Central House, which meant we didn't even have to

leave the hospital. My husband checked-in that afternoon
and would spend the next nine nights in our new homeaway-from-home. I spent most of those nights in my
daughter’s room, but each morning when my husband
relieved me, I would walk to the house for a hot shower, a
bit of food and if time permitted, a quick nap.
Kaiea spent 16 days in ACH and we came to appreciate our
little respite at the Ronald McDonald House. On consecutive
Sundays our family descended on the Central House and
took turns relieving us so that we could enjoy lunch, and visit
with our two older children and other family members. We
savored those moments. It was therapeutic for all of us. I
have often thought, where else could we have enjoyed a hot
meal and a family gathering without leaving the hospital?
A year has now passed since our stay at the Ronald
McDonald House. Kaiea has made a remarkable recovery,
and today is doing well, thanks to the amazing care she
received. Our family is stronger than ever, due in no small
measure to the love and support we received during a very
trying time in our lives. We plan to celebrate our good
fortune and express our appreciation by hosting a meal at
the Central House. It feels like the least we can do after
receiving such hospitality and compassion from the staff and
volunteers. We take every opportunity to share our story with
others, offering a message of hope and inspiration that
difficult times can improve and better days may lie ahead.
Over the years, we have heard stories from families who
stayed at the Ronald McDonald House and what a gift was
for them during difficult times. We have joined their ranks
and are grateful we knew where to turn in our time of need.
Please visit www.rmhctampabay.org for more information or
to make a donation.
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DEEP FREEZE FLAB AND LOSE INCHES WITH COOLSCULPTING

By Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald
As the temperatures begin to rise and the calendar starts
filling up with days at the pool and the beach, many of us
panic. Trying on bathing suits and summer clothes may be
a reality check if you’ve strayed from your diet and exercise
regimen. Losing those love handles, saddlebags and muffin
tops may feel like impossible feats, but today there is a cool
solution to melting those inches away in only one hour!
CoolSculpting is a simple treatment that can change
everything in just 60 minutes. Lately it’s been on daytime
talk shows, the evening news, and even on commercials.
It’s a non-invasive treatment that uses ice-cold temperatures
to freeze fat cells. It’s the first FDA-cleared method for spot
reduction of pesky fat. Patients see real results within 60-90
days of treatment and their fat cells are eliminated for good.
The CoolSculpting process uses specific applicators to
crystallize the lipids in fat cells through the process of
Cryolipolysis. It causes the slow collapse of fat cells and
ultimately results in cell death, called cellular apoptosis.
Since fat freezes before other surrounding tissues in the
body, CoolSculpting only targets the fat cells in the
superficial fat layer, close to the skin. The result is longlasting spot reduction for problem areas of fat.
The first CoolSculpting treatment typically yields a 25-30%
reduction of fat, and patients who undergo a second
session can experience up to 50% fat loss. It’s important to
mention that while inches are lost, that does not translate
into losing pounds. The results from a CoolSculpting
procedure are gradual, as the body’s lymphatic system
naturally eliminates the dead fat cells. Dr. Fitz, who recently
underwent CoolSculpting for his double chin, can now

button his shirts and wear ties, something he “loves.”
Individuals who don’t want to deal with needles, surgery
and downtime are the right candidates for CoolSculpting.
Unlike other fat reducing procedures like liposuction, the
treatment is non-surgical and safe. Most patients go back
to work and resume their normal routine immediately
following the CoolSculpting procedure.
To help patients reach their goals, PureLife Medi-Spa offers
a complimentary weight loss program in combination with
CoolSculpting. An eight-week Detox B12 Program can be
started immediately following the CoolSculpting treatment.
PureLife Medi-Spa is the only practice in Tampa Bay with
Quad Sculpting, the ability to treat multiple areas
simultaneously with four machines. This is a time-saving
benefit to patients with multiple problem areas and busy
schedules. PureLife Medi-Spa has also been recognized as
the only Premier CoolSculpting Account in Tampa Bay by
manufacturer Zeltiq.
If you’re ready to lose flab and look your best this summer,
CoolSculpting may be the simple solution you’ve been
looking for. Freezing the fat may sound crazy, but it’s a safe
and effective way to eliminate troublesome fat for good!
Call (727) 595-3400 or visit www.purelifemedispa.com to
schedule a complimentary CoolSculpting consultation.
Dr. G. Joseph Fitzgerald, Owner and Medical Director of PureLife
Medi-Spa, has been practicing family practice medicine for 20
years. Dr. Fitzgerald, MT(ASCP), is also a Medical Technologist, and
in 2013 was awarded a U.S. patent for colon cancer prevention.
Doc Fitz says, “CoolSculpting is amazing science!” If you can
squeeze it, Doc Fitz and his staff can freeze it and spot reduce fat
without surgery in just one hour!
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BAIT HOUSE OPENS ON BELLEAIR BEACH CAUSEWAY

The new Bait House on the northeast side of the Belleair
Beach Causeway opened in December. It is nothing like the
one that was torn down to build the new bridge. The total
cost of the project was $780,000.
The new Belleair Bait House construction began in January,
2015. A year later, the official ribbon cutting was held on
January 6th.
“This bait house sits on the site of the second busiest boat
ramp in Pinellas County,” says Pinellas County Commission
Chairman Charlie Justice. “It was paid for by Penny-ForPinellas. The Ft De Soto State Park Boat Ramp is our busiest.”
The new structure is similar to a convenience store and is run
by Angler 360 Bait Tackle and Apparel Co. It has over-thecounter food and snacks, in addition to bait and necessary
fishing supplies. The second level deck, with seating for 20
people, faces west and is a great spot to watch a sunset.
There was a long bidding process conducted by county for
the Belleair Causeway location before Angler 360 was
awarded the contract to manage the facility. Now, their one
stop shop allows boaters, pier fisherman or anyone enjoying
the ramp a place to buy bait, tackle, water, snacks,
sandwiches or just to sit and relax. They have outdoor
lounge seating with music so you are guaranteed a
comfortable and relaxing time on the deck.
The structure is raised to meet flood plain requirements. The
store itself is located on the second floor. The bottom floor is
an open-air space with area for live bait and an ice
machine. There is an elevator, so everything is wheelchair
accessible.
“I remember when I was a teenager; my brothers and I used
to come down here, get bait from the old bait house then go

out on the old
bridge to fish,” says
Chris Arbutine,
Mayor of Belleair
Bluffs. “Wow, have
things changed. We
are happy to see
how this boat ramp
and bait house has
improved the area
and Belleair Bluffs.”
This is one of two
stores managed by Angler 360. Their Dunedin store opened
in March on the Dunedin Causeway. Both stores specialize in
selling live bait, tackle and apparel. They cater to anglers,
boaters, and beach goers; everyone from the advanced
fisherman to a beginning novice can find what they need in
their stores. The variety of live baits includes shrimp, pinfish,
grunts, creek chubs and greenbacks. They also carry an
assortment of salt and fresh water tackle including rods and
reels, fishing line, cast nets, etc. They offer rod and reel
repairs, including fishing reels cleaned and serviced or even
completely refurbishing an old rod or reel. You will find a
large selection of local apparel such as Skinny Water Culture
and Salinity Gear too.
For now, the Belleair Bait House is open from 6 am to 8 pm;
it will stay open later in the summer months. The boat ramps
are open 24 hours a day. There is a daily parking fee of $6
a day for vehicles with trailers or $2 a day for cars only. For
information on purchasing a parking pass, visit
www.PinellasCounty.org/Park/Parking Fees. Get more info
on Angler 360, the operator, at www.Angler360.com.
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By Bob Griffin, Publisher
There is an election this month—for
mayor. Twenty-two years ago we
elected Mayor Bob DiNicola.
Mayor DiNicola, 82, and his wife Rene
who now live in Largo, but will always
have a special place in their hearts for
Indian Rocks Beach. DiNicola spent
over 20 years in public service here
from 1983 to 2005 serving first as
Commissioner, then as the city’s 12th
Mayor.
DiNicola born and raised in
Alexandria, Virginia, is one of 10
children from a traditional Italian
family. After a stint in the Korean War,
he returned to Alexandria and married
before moving to Indian Rocks Beach
in 1978. They raised two children here
and now have three grandchildren.
Not very interested in politics, DiNicola
volunteer to serve on the Board of
Adjustment. Former Mayor Frank
Proctor, a neighbor on his street, asked
him to get involved and run for City
Commission, which he did. He was
elected in 1983 and served two 2-year
terms, but lost a bid for a third term.
Jim Driscoll, Mayor at the time,
recruited DiNicola to run for Mayor
when Driscoll decided not to run
again. In 1994, DiNocola ran for
Mayor, won and soon became Mayor
Bob to the city. He served six 2-year
terms until he retired in 2005.
When asked what an Indian Rocks
Beach Mayor does, DiNicola says, “It
is basically a ceremonial position. I got
one vote, just like all the other
commissioners. The only difference? I
was responsible for running the
meetings,” says DiNicola.
According to DiNicola, the Mayor is
the face of the city. The most important
thing a mayor does is interact with
other cities, other mayors, other
governments and local organizations.
During his terms, he interacted with
County Commissioners, State House
and Senate officials and even the
governor. “I became the City’s
representative with the Florida League
of Cities, a group of municipal officials
across the state who share ideas and
promote local government.”
DiNicola was the first Indian Rocks
Beach Mayor to serve on the Mayor’s
Council, the Big-C, the Pinellas
Planning Council and the Suncoast
League of Cities. “I was one of the first
to join the Big-C, the Council of
Mayors on the beaches. We all
became known as the ‘Huggin’
Mayors’ because we worked together

MAYOR BOB DINICOLA
as a group—and solved local
problems.”
“As Vice-Mayor, I had traveled
to Tallahassee in the late
1990s to lobby for beach
renourishment,” Mayor Bob
recalls. “At first they were
against helping us-- but as a
group--we changed their
minds.”
“Back then we did not get
paid much to serve. In my
beginning days I got $50 a
month. Later, it was increased
to a few hundred. Today, they
receive $500 per month and
the Mayor gets $600.”
“I have a lot of good memories in
Indian Rocks. Frankly, I loved the
ability to help people. I have many
stories where people came to me for
help on one topic or another, and I
got involved.”
“I also went to a lot of events and
unfortunately funerals. I was asked to
speak at most of them. I worked with
the late resident Victor Wood to create
the IRB Flag Retirement event still
being held in the city.”
“I remember working with Austin
Campbell, another city commissioner
who had appointed me to the PSTA
board. I appointed R.B. Johnson to
that same board. I feel I played a
major role in starting today’s Beach
Trolley.”
“Action 2000 started when I was
mayor. George King, Jim Labadie, and
Ralph Montgomery come up with the
idea and got it off the ground in
2000.”
“I remember the two stagnant
buildings in the 900 block, now known
as Reflections. It was referred to as
‘The Grey Ghost’ and was a big white
elephant in IRB--twice as tall as
anything else in town--and empty.
They tried to sell it to the City, but we
were not interested. Eventually a
developer invested in it, got it finished
and it was finally occupied. It needed
a lot of work and rebar replaced first.
“The No Name Storm (March, 1993)
and another big one in 1994 occurred
while I was in office. My seawall
partially fell down thanks to my
neighbor’s construction. There were
ten seawalls on North Harbor that
were also falling down. I called
Governor Bob Martinez and asked for
his help. We had a meeting at City
Hall with every available contractor
and started reconstruction
immediately. We contacted the Small

Mayor Bob and his wife Rene

Business Administration (SBA) to help
get quick financing.
“Wayne Hefty, was the Public Service
Director before Dean Scharmen. He
was a real nice guy with a lot of talent.
We still had a city police force when I
was mayor. Eric Messerve, City
Manager at the time, wanted to get rid
of Hefty and the Police Force. We
wanted to get rid of Messerve. All
three things soon happened.”
“I was involved in hiring the next City
Manager, Tom Brobeil. Tom was an
assistant city manager for the City of
Largo and came highly
recommended.
“I did not particularly enjoy my last
year as mayor. There was a lot of infighting making it hard to get things
done. The media was not nice to us,
either. Chuck Pollick, publisher of the
Clearwater Gazette wrote a nasty
column about the city and the way we
handled a commercial inspection. I
got mad and called him on the phone.
I told Chuck if he researched the
matter better he would know what the
problem was. The next issue Chuck
wrote ‘every city should have a Mayor
Bob’ and apologized.”
DiNicola was in the middle of his sixth
term as mayor when he resigned
without any notice. Everyone wondered
why. His sister who had lived up north
was sick and wanted to move to
Florida. He recommended The
Villages near Ocala, so Bob, Rene and
his sister all moved to The Villages.
When his sister moved again, Bob and
Rene came back to Pinellas. By then,
property values in town had gone sky
high and they bought a condo in
Largo near their kids.
“I still cannot go to a grocery store or
restaurant without someone coming
up to me and saying “Hello Mayor
Bob.”
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ACTION 2000 INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

submitted by Tim Shears

A2K seeks to transform the Gulf Boulevard Corridor and other selected adjacent
commercial, tourist and residential areas into vital, thriving, ultra-attractive and highlydesirable areas within which to live, conduct business, shop, dine, recreate, vacation
and simply enjoy the finer qualities of life. We meet at the Beach Arts Center on the
second Monday of each month, everyone is welcome.
We are proceeding with our lofty 2016 goal to install three more Key West Style Bus
Shelters at the Trolley stops in our City. They are attractive, popular and more
importantly functional for our residents and tourists.
We are continuing with A2K Service Saturdays on a regular basis where any volunteer
can join us and help maintain various popular locations in Indian Rocks Beach. On
February 27th we clean up the 16th Avenue Beach Access, March we take off and on
April 23rd we tackle the 10th Ave Park & Beach Access and Clean Bus Shelters.
www.irbaction2000.com or on facebook - Action2000IRB. Action 2000 - Where Action
is the Attraction!

ROTARY CLUB OF INDIAN ROCKS

Submitted by David Kline
Pancake Breakfast Benefits Beach Community Food Pantry
On April 2nd, we will present our annual Pancake Breakfast for the
benefit of Calvary Episcopal Church’s flagship mission, the Beach
Community Food Pantry (BCFP).
The event will be held in the Parish Hall of the Calvary Episcopal
Church, 1615 First St., Indian Rocks Beach from 7:30 am to 1pm.
Breakfast will consist of all you can eat tasty pancakes, fresh
sausage, coffee and orange juice.
Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased for $5 at: (1) the
main desk of Calvary Episcopal (open from 9-2 daily), (2) from any
IRB Rotarian, or (3) contact David Kline (kline22@tampabay.rr.com
or 727-418-1673). Tickets are $6 at the door.
IRB Rotary also encourages everyone to bring non-perishable food
(or cash) donations for BCFP, whose volunteers will be on site to
accept your generous contributions. All ticket sales and donations
will be donated to the BCFP.
Please spread the word to friends, neighbors, relatives, etc. to make
this years breakfast the best ever!

IRB PLAY GROUP

If you want to connect with other
Indian Rocks Beach families this
new group is for you. The plan is
to build a stronger family
community on our beach with
their weekly or monthly
playgroup for children ages 0 - 4
years (older children are
welcome, too.) They want to plan
park play, group walks, local
events, gatherings, and other get
togethers. Your ideas are
welcome, too. Contact Shelly
Clark if you are interested in
participating at 727-385-7970 or
irbshellyclark@yahoo.com.

BEACH ART CENTER

Make an investment in your creative life at the Beach
Art Center. Class registration is open for dozens of
classes and workshops with something for every
schedule, interest and skill level. Classes by qualified
instructors and offerings include: Pottery, Watercolor,
Oil, Photography, Water Media/Mixed Media, Acrylic,
Drawing, Family Pottery and Adventures in Art History.
For class information, visit beachartcenter.org.
Register online, in person or call 727.596.4331. The
office is open 8:45 am – 4 pm Monday – Friday and
10 am – 2 pm on Saturday.
Mark your calendar for our upcoming events!
l Great Performances: Faculty - Student Exhibition
February 26 – April 2
l 2016 Annual Membership Meeting March 4, 6 pm.
l 6th Annual Bluegrass Festival, Kolb Park, March 12
l Spring Into Arts Festival and Chalk Walk, Kolb Park
on Saturday, April 2, 2016
The Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach presents its weekly breakfast meeting The Beach Art Center is located at 1515 Bay Palm
Blvd., Indian Rocks Beach. Admission is free.
at 7:15 am at Jimmy Guana’s Restaurant. Join them to learn more.

IRB BOAT CLUB

The Club began its 9th year with a lunch trip to
The Pub in January, followed by Brunch at Island
Way Grill in February. They are planning a picnic
on Caladesi in March 19th and a trip to Salt Rock
Grill, April 24th.
Join them for their Intracoastal Waterway Clean
Up on Saturday, March 12th, 8am at the 15th
Ave. Boat Ramp. Volunteers/boats are needed!
The Boat Club is based in Indian Rocks Beach but
anyone can join - and it is free. Events are held
from Tarpon Springs to Egmont Key.
Informal informational meetings are on the third
Thursday each month inside Jimmy Guana’s at
the Holiday Inn Harborside. The next meetings
will be March 17 and April 21.
Visit www.IRBboatclub.com, to see photos of past
event, our news, upcoming events and to
download a 2016 Event calendar.
To get involved or join, call Bob Griffin at 5171997 or email Bob@IRBboatclub.com.

IRB HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Submitted by Joe McCall, President
Upcoming Happy Hours: March 10 Jimmy Guana’s, April 14 Red Lion
IRB Easter Egg Hunt - Saturday, March 26, 2016 - Located at 10th
Avenue Nature Preserve - 10 am to noon. Come and find the hidden
Easter Eggs along with fun games and much more for everyone. The
Easter Bunny will be there waiting!
Guppy's Gallop Sunset Run & 1 Mile Fun Walk with After Party:
Registration, online at irbhome.com, is now open!! Or stop by
Beachside Fresh Market or Clever Training to pick up a registration
form.
IRB Beachfest April 30th - 11am - 9 pm - IRB Beachfest will be filled
with beach activities throughout the day for young and old alike.... The
City will provide a variety of activities for children from 11:00 to 4:00
including Sand castle building, kite flying and other surprise activities.
Along with Beach Volleyball, paddleboards and much more.
Please watch IRBHOME.com for full list of events and times. Come out
and celebrate our community and our beach with great music, food
and fun. The city appreciates the partnership with the IRB Homeowners
Assoc. and look forward to a great event.

Business News....
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PINKY’S A DECADE
LATER For ten years Wendy
Hatzell has been living the
sweet life, here in IRB as the
owner of Pinky’s Ice Cream
and Candy Shop in the 14th
Avenue Plaza. Hatzell
opened the store March 1,
2006 after moving from
Chicago. It was originally a
franchise of the Candy
Kitchen in Madeira Beach,
but Hatzell changed it to
Pinky’s. She has 26 flavors
of ice cream and six flavors
of Italian ice. In addition to ice cream, Pinky’s sells lots
of candy and even children’s gifts. The entire lobby wall
is covered with all types of candy--most of it vintage.
The store displays many antique post cards showing
Florida scenes from the past and lots of pink flamingos
of all sizes--thus the name. Most are just for display, but
a few are for sale. “My mother used to collect and sell
antiques,” Wendy says. “I apparently got the bug, too.”
If you want some ice cream, candy or you just want to
browse her collection, visit Pinky’s at 1401 Gulf Blvd,
and wish her a Happy 10th Anniversary.
_________________________________________________
NEW BIKE RENTALS
Fun Ride Rentals, a
Clearwater Beach
company, owned by
Sandy and Armando
opened last month at
435 Gulf Blvd., in the
Sand Dollar Plaza.
They rent bikes, fun
cars, strollers, boogie
boards, beach wheel
chairs, beach carts, chairs, umbrellas, kayaks, SUPs,
sand-bikes (with big tires) and more. And they deliver.
They offer a 10% discount to residents and 20% off to
the military and veterans. Call 519-3008 or get more
information at www.FunRideRentals.com.
_________________________________________________
ENCHANTED PHYSIQUE This new ladies-wear store, in
Belleair Bluffs next to Chez Collette Restaurant, is owned
by Robbie Edwards. The store features exercise clothing for
the gym and yoga but still looks good for errands
afterwards like going to the grocery store. “We call it
luxury active wear,” says Edwards. Learn more at
EnchantedPhysique.com or call them at 223-8425.
_________________________________________________
5 YEARS AND SWINGING John Duffy opened Duffy’s
in the Belleair Plaza Shopping Center 5 years ago in
2011. Duffy uses computer technology to help golfers
improve their golf game without ever stepping on a golf
course. He also makes and adjusts the golfer’s clubs to
match the player’s size and body motions. Check him out
at 2928 West Bay, next to Panera Bread.
_________________________________________________
CLOSED Ride-N-Roll in the Sand Dollar Plaza.
_________________________________________________
WE WANT YOUR NEWS Are you moving, expanding or
planning an event at your business? We want to know. If
you have news or story suggestions, email them to
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call us at 727-517-1997

More Business News....
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WILLIAM DEAN TOPS IN
CHOCOLATES Local
Chocolatier William Dean, was
ranked #11 in the World by
renowned author George
Bernardini, who sampled over
500 companies’ chocolates in
38 countries. While others use
stars, Bernardini awards cocoa
beans. William Dean received
the maximum six cocoa beans.
Only ten others received a six
bean rating. In addition, his
Chocolate Fruit and Filbert bar
was rated in the top 10 with a
score of 95.10. William Dean Chocolates is located in
Belleair Bluffs at 2810 West Bay Drive, next to Cody’s
Roadhouse. www.WilliamDeanChocolates.com.
___________________
20 YEARS AND
STYLING The Cookie
Cutter Salon’s building
is 20 years old.
Owned by City
Commissioner Cookie
“Joanne” Kennedy, she
moved into the
building in March,
1996. As Chairperson
of IRB’s Planning and
Zoning board she was sent to research the community of
Seaside. She designed her building after a home she saw
there. The building was then used as a prototype to display
architectural guidelines, designs, and showcase an
initiative for mixed use in the Business Triangle. When the
building was complete, they moved equipment until 2am
and opened for business the next day. Then, she and son
Luke moved upstairs into their new home. Kennedy met
Tammy Miller in High School and she has been with the
Cookie Cutter since 1990. Massage Therapist Lynn Norris
joined the staff ten years ago. Lisa Brumfield, the latest
addition joined the staff in 2014. Stop by and congratulate
them at 408 Second Street, IRB.
____________________________
OLD FLORIDA BAIT NOW 6
YEARS OLD Need Bait? Tim
has it! Old Florida Bait and
Cigar Co. is happy to
announce their 6th Anniversary.
In addition to live and frozen
bait, they have a complete line
of fishing rods, reels, and tackle
and of course free advice on
where to catch fish. Tim also
sells premium hand-rolled
Cuban seed cigars. Find Old
Florida is located at 1401 Gulf
Blvd at 14th Avenue.
____________________________
PURE LIFE CHARITY EVENT The 2nd Annual Pearls of
Beauty Fashion Charity Gala to benefit Hands Across
the Bay will take place on Saturday, March 5 at the Ft.
Harrison Hotel. It will feature fashions by Gioffre. The
first fashion show last year raised over $33,000 for the
charity. The event is sponsored by Pure Life Medi-Spa.
For information or tickets, please call 595-3400.
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THIS EL NIÑO WEATHER PATTERN IS STRONGER THAN USUAL

Richard Walker, Department of Emergency Management Pinellas County Florida

The name El Niño was originally given by fishermen off the
west coast of South America to the warm current appearing
around Christmas. Spanish for “The Child”, it is the name
climate scientists use for the occasional periods of warming in
the Pacific Ocean that create havoc for global weather
patterns. El Niño is known to intensify winter storms across the
southern United States. The one now is warmer than usual.
With a strong El Niño weather pattern this year, the National
Weather Service predicted an increased chance of severe
winter weather in Florida with the threat of powerful
thunderstorms, flooding, cold temperatures and tornadoes.
Florida has the highest frequency of tornadoes per square
mile than any other state, even Oklahoma. Since 1921, we
have not seen the eye of a hurricane make landfall in Pinellas
County but in that same time hundreds of tornado’s have
affected the region. According to Tornadohistoryproject.com,
over 3000 confirmed tornadoes have touched down in
Florida since 1950 and 131 of them made landfall in Pinellas
County resulting in 19 fatalities and over 800 injuries
I have been personally affected twice. On May 4th 1978 a
tornado destroyed a wing of High Point Elementary School
killing three children and injuring 94. My mother, a High Point
kindergarten teacher, left in 1975 when my parents moved to
Polk County. At the time, I worked for a company that rented
construction equipment a few mile from the school. We
received a call for large front-end loaders to help remove
debris and look for the injured. Upon arriving, I discovered
two of the dead were in my mother’s former classroom. Even
though my mother was not there, I still knew many of the
teachers and was devastated by the events that day.
On October 3 1992, two tornadoes struck the County; one

damaged a subdivision in Pinellas Park near 66th Street and
Brian Dairy Road and the other crossed Ulmerton Road near
131 Street. It moved north through two trailer parks and the
Ridgecrest area resulting in four fatalities and seventy-five
injuries. I was a firefighter assigned to Engine 27 at the Indian
Rocks FD and responded to Ulmerton Road. We were one the
first engines to arrive at the devastated trailer parks.
You can make your family safer with a tornado warning
system such as NOAA Weather Alert Radio or Weather
Emergency Alerts on compatible cell phone
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
Storm Prediction Center issues Severe Weather outlooks at 3
or 8 pm when there is a 10% or greater chance of significant
overnight tornadoes. Unlike hurricanes warnings, which are
typically issued 36 hours before the storm, the average
warning time for a tornado touch down is only 12 minutes!
NOAA broadcasts continuous emergency weather
information around the country. When a warning is issued,
weather alert radios emit a loud tone that will awaken you.
The device, a small investment to protect you and your
family, is available at many retailers.
NOAA and private vendors also offer weather alert apps.
available for smart phones. Many cell phones are equipped
with the Weather Emergency Alert system, which sends
weather service alerts to your phone.
Alert Pinellas Emergency Notification Service is a free
program that allows us to send an automated message to
your phone when there’s an emergency in your area. All you
have to do is register your contact information and sign up
for weather alerts.” To sign up, visit Alert Pinellas.

Organizational News....
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RESIDENTS FOOD PANTRY DONATION
Submitted by Dave Kline

Recently, the Beach Community Food Pantry was the recipient
of a gracious donation of a gently used stand-alone freezer.
Andy and Jacki recently moved to IRB and their new home
did not have room for the freezer. While exploring the
community, they happened to see our pantry and stopped in
to see if we might be able to use the freezer. Our equipment
is getting older and the offer of a working piece of equipment
was music to their ears. Thank you so much Andy and Jacki
for your very timely contribution! our patrons will benefit from
your kindness.
The pantry serves over 800 patrons and continues to see
growth each and every month as our message gets out. They
are blessed to be able to support those individuals and
families who struggle with the essentials of life. The
contributions from the community and their support of
various fundraisers allow BCFP to succeed.
They welcome all donations of time, equipment and financial
support. Please feel free to visit the pantry Mon-Wed-Fri 10
am to noon. BCFP is a mission of and is located at the south
end of Calvary Episcopal Church, 1615 First St, IRB. Contact
BCFP Director Connie Curran (727-319-2287) to donate.

HISTORICAL MUSEUM

Mike Clay to speak At Potluck - Saturday, April 16 at noon
At their spring potluck luncheon, Mike Clay, chief
meteorologist at Bay News 9, will take a look at Tampa
Bay’s history with a weather twist. It is undeniable weather
events have been a part of local history – literally shaping
the landscape, such as when the “Great Gale of 1848”
formed John’s Pass – and other happenings over the years
that have made subtle or dramatic changes to our way of
life. Those who were here for the hurricane in 1921 or
Elena in 1985 will forever remember those events.
Mike helped launch Bay News 9 in 1997 as the original
meteorologist on Your Morning News. He says his most
memorable moment at Bay News 9 was the morning of
Aug. 13, 2004 when Bay News 9 successfully forecast
Hurricane Charley to stay south of the Tampa Bay area.
The potluck luncheon always features a variety of favorites,
whether homemade or ready-made. Bring a dish to share.
Beverages and eating utensils are provided. The museum is
located at 203 4th Avenue, across from the Post Office.
You need not be a member to participate!

FRIENDS OF IRB DOG PARK
Submitted by Wendell Schott

Our furry friends have endured quite a few wet days this El
Nino winter. That was very evident at Winterfest on February
6. The soggy pooches, most dressed in special outfits,
showed up in drenched handmade costumes, sweaters and
football themed outfits. A basket of doggy goodies was
awarded in four categories: "Mr. Winterfest," "Ms.Winterfest,"
Most Playful and Best Football-Themed Costume. Despite the
cold rain our canine buddies warmed our hearts and spirits
while our human friends at our booth tried to stay dry.
The Dog Park is undergoing a major transformation and will
close starting May 2 for a few weeks. additional fencing,
benches, shade canopies and composite stone pebbles is
being added. The best news is the retention pond area will be
fenced off. No more mud baths for adventuresome pooches.
We look forward to seeing you there and remember, the
permit requirement is no longer being enforced!

Restaurant News....
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IRB SUSHI
CLOSES The only
sushi restaurant in
Indian Rocks Beach
has closed. IRB
Sushi, owned and
operated by the
Crabby Bill’s family
closed in January.
Owner Matt Loder
says they are going
to take steps to reopen the building as a new and larger
seafood market. No time table on its reopening.
_________________________________________________
HONG KONG CHANGES NAMES New Hong Kong in
Largo has changed names to The China Taste Chinese
Restaurant. There are new owners but it is still the same
great Chinese food. Find them at 1901 West Bay Drive.
www.ChinaTasteLargo.com
________________________________
NEW MANAGER The Pub has a
new manager, Bill DeSilva, who has
worked for some big names in
Orlando, such as Hard Rock and
Planet Hollywood. The restaurant is
now offering breakfast (a la carte) on
Saturdays and Sundays, 9-11am, with
a late-risers omelets 10am to 3pm
daily. They recently added a new and
larger inside bar. DeSilva says plans
call for adding live music outdoors on
the north deck (weather permitting).
Check them out in Indian Shores.
________________________________
MORE DELAYS The long awaited Marina Cantina is still
almost ready to open in the Clearwater Beach Marina, but
not quite yet. While the date is not set in concrete, sources
say March. When it does open, on the second level, you
will find an indoor dining area with large doors on three
sides and a bar. The third level has panoramic views of
the marina area and daily sunsets from its a large deck
and another bar. There will eventually be live music on the
third level. The restaurant is part of the Baystar Restaurant
Group that also owns Island Way Grill and Salt Rock Grill.
_______________________
RAISING THE ROOF
PJ’s is building a thatched
roof over their outside deck,
thanks to great business
and all that sunshine. Now
you can sit outside and
enjoy the music...without all
the sun.
_______________________
LOOKING FOR SOME
GREEN BEER? St Patrick’s
Day is Thursday, March
17th. Here are a few Irish
Pubs nearby to celebrate the day:
Finley’s Irish Pub - 13477 S. Belcher, Largo.
Mickey Quinn’s Irish Pub - 19703 Gulf Blvd, Indian
Shores.
O’ Keefe's Irish Bar & Grill - 1219 South Ft Harrison,
Clearwater
Flanigan’s Irish Pub - 465 Main Street, Dunedin

Restaurant News....
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NOW SERVING DINNER
Proino’s Restaurant on
Walsingham Road is now open for
dinner, too. Originally, they only
offered breakfast and lunch.
“Business has been very good here
in Largo,” says owner George
Soulellis. “so we decide to try
dinner, too.” The restaurant is
located at 14400 Walsingham Rd.
They have a second location at
201 West Bay Dr. and a third one
opening in Clearwater Beach, this
month, but neither serve dinner.
_____________________________
BONEFISH NOT CLOSING The corporation behind
Bonefish recently announced it was closing some stores,
but Niko Hales, manager of the Belleair Bluffs location,
wants you to know they are not on that list. The closest
store that will close is in the Florida Panhandle.
________________________________
GOLDEN SPOON AT RUSTY’S
Rusty’s Bistro, the gourmet restaurant
at the Sheraton Sand Key, has a fifth
Golden Spoon to add to its list of
achievements. Rusty’s Bistro was
recently presented with the Golden
Spoon Award from Florida Trend
Magazine. The award program,
started 40 years ago, recognizes the
top 100 restaurants in all of Florida.
“We are honored to have received
this recognition from Florida Trend
again in 2015,” says Chef John Harris. “Our culinary
team has always remained dedicated to creating dishes
inspired
by our local resources, season and our guests.”
_________________________________________________
EXTENDED HOURS Sweet IRB Bakery, now open at
8:30am 6 days a week, serving breakfast and lunch!
Enjoy your hot breakfast sandwich, biscuits & gravy, muffin
or cinnamon slab on the patio with a coffee, expresso,
iced coffee, latte or smoothie. They are more than a
Cupcake shop, they are a full service bakery that also
caters and delivers. If you haven’t been in lately, stop by to
see all their new goodies!
________________________
EMERIL LAGASSE VISITS
THE BEACH Recently,
Emeril visited two Pinellas
beach restaurants. The first
was Guy Harvey's RumFish
Grill in St. Pete Beach. Then
Emeril sat down with
Executive Chef Marlin
Kaplan of Palm Pavilion and
sampled his signature
dishes including their take
on burgers and nachos. In
addition to the beach
restaurants, he also toured
the Locale Market in
downtown St. Petersburg. All will be featured on this show
“Emeril’s Florida, Seafood Shacks” on the Cooking
Channel. The Cooking Channel is on Bright House Cable
on Channel 142 in Pinellas County. Emeril is shown above
with Palm Pavilion CEO Ken Hamilton
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FAMILY MAN NAMED PSTA
DRIVER OF THE YEAR

Pinellas Suncoast Transit
Authority (PSTA) bus
operator Faysal Monzer has
two priorities in his life—his
job and his family.
“I’m happy that I can make
my family proud,” Monzer
said, when asked how he
felt about earning PSTA’s
highest honor - 2015 Driver
of the Year.
Faysal Monzer is awarded PSTA’s
In the 12 years Monzer has 2015 Driver of the Year by PSTA
been at PSTA, he has
CEO Brad Miller (L) and PSTA
received many awards and
Board Chair Bill Jonson (R).
recognitions. Earlier in his
career, he was presented the Driver of the Quarter award
and has also received numerous safe driving pins.
However, it was not only his safe driving and perfect
attendance that earned Monzer the recognition this year.
“Faysal has a great way of communicating with passengers,”
said PSTA Director of Transportation Jeff Thompson.
Monzer’s communication skills go far beyond the average
bus operator at PSTA. He can speak a variety of languages
and is often heard translating directions for customers.
“I have seen him stop and take the time to make sure our
customers get an answer to questions they ask him,” said
Thompson. “He is a great ambassador for transit and PSTA.”
Originally from Lebanon, Monzer came to St. Petersburg in
1978 and attended Eckerd College. With his children grown,
he and his wife enjoy traveling and cooking international
food—especially Caribbean and Mediterranean cuisine. His
favorite route to drive is the Suncoast Beach Trolley. He
loves communicating with Pinellas County’s many tourists
and is enjoyed by all of his passengers.
When asked about his job, Monzer says it’s all about
having a positive attitude.
“I smile at my passengers and ask them how they are,” said
Monzer. “I’m very respectful of my riders and they are very
respectful of me.”
Monzer was officially presented the 2015 Driver of the Year
award at PSTA’s October Board meeting.

NEW SPRING INTO ARTS FESTIVAL
Saturday, April 2, 2016 9am-4pm

Since 1978 the Beach Arts Center has showcased visual
artists working in a variety of fine art and craft media,
including painting, mixed media, drawing, photography,
sculpture, jewelry, ceramics and more. This new art festival
will be no exception!
Enjoy live music, delicious food and drink plus cold beer
and wine while exploring the vendor booths featuring fine
arts and crafts. Everything will take place in Indian Rocks
Beach’s Kolb Park.
Don’t forget to visit the chalk walk area where artists will be
creating masterpieces on the street – all in one day!
A Plein Air Painting exhibition will also be a part of the day.
Sign up to paint your own outdoor painting or stop into the
gallery to see what others created.
All proceeds benefit the Beach Art Center. For information
or to be a sponsor, call Anna at 727.596.4331 or e-mail
arts1515@gmail.com.
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PINELLAS COUNTY WORKS TO
HALT HUMAN TRAFFICKING!

By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
She is a 15-year-old girl with a tumultuous history of substance
abuse and her life became even more turbulent last year
when she met a man online advertising himself as a pimp.
For months, this man posted online prostitution ads, to sell this
minor. In exchange, the girl is able to keep the money as long
as she provides him with explicit photos. Some details have
been altered to protect the victim’s identity but this is a real
situation that transpired right here in Pinellas County.
The trafficking of young, impressionable girls into the sex
trade is heartbreaking, but it’s an unfortunate reality our
community faces each day. Possibly more heart-wrenching is
the fact that many of these young women don’t even realize
the situation is dire until they’ve been exploited for long
periods of time and it is potentially too late to escape, or at
least too late to escape without a helping hand.
Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery, which
involves the exploitation of persons for commercial sex or
forced labor and often subjects victims to force, fraud and
coercion. Human traffickers use various techniques to instill
fear in their victims to keep them enslaved such as isolation,
threats of imprisonment and deportation.
Pinellas County Commissioners decided that the county
government needs to play a role in providing a helping hand
to victims. That’s why we have passed ordinance no. 2016,
the Human Trafficking Ordinance. This ordinance expands the
scope of Section 787.29 of the Florida Statutes to allow the
county to post awareness signs in business locations where
victims of human trafficking may be likely to be present. These
signs, authorized by the ordinance, will provide key
information about human trafficking, including a phone
number that victims can call for assistance.
As a County Commissioner, working to protect innocent lives
is a critical role. Most of us don’t even realize how prevalent
human trafficking is in Pinellas County but it is here whether
we see it in our lives or not. The Human Trafficking Ordinance
took effect on March 1. For me, this is just one step in the
right direction toward protecting the innocent, and giving
voice to the voiceless victims in our community. Please be ever
vigilant and safe, and understand the importance of
empowering adolescents and young adults with information to
help keep them safe. Victims of human trafficking or others
seeking information can call the National Human Trafficking
Resource Center for assistance at (888) 373-7888.

CUTTING OUT THE MIDDLE MAN ISN’T ALWAYS THE BEST WAY TO GO

by Phil Wrobel
When you hear the term Insurance Agent it is important to
know there are two kinds: Captive Agents and Non-Captive,
or Independent Insurance Agents. There is a big difference!
Captive Agents are committed to one insurance carrier and
are restricted to selling that one company’s product line. They
cannot shop around for other opportunities that may better
suit consumer needs. To a captive agent, the parent company
comes first.
Independent Insurance Agents are open to offering their
customers multiple product lines, this broader selection offers
more resources to find coverage that best suits your personal
situation. The carriers pay the commission to the agents so
there is no additional cost to the consumer. To an independent
agent, the customer comes first.
Do you trust your finances with someone who is more

concerned about their company than with you? Of course not!
You will sleep better knowing an Independent Insurance Agent
is on your side. You will know your agent looks for the best
combination of price, coverage, and service. With one call or
visit, you have access to multiple lines of coverage for all your
needs. You are treated as a person, not a number, as an
independent agent’s livelihood depends on customer
satisfaction. You will get someone who listens and becomes
your consultant for the present and the future.
At Florida Best Quote insurance, we only deal with “A” rated
companies. We write a lot of policies on the beach, and know
the specific requirements - to get you the best deals!
If you have questions regarding policy review or any insurance
inquiries contact me or stop by- our office located here on
Indian Rocks Beach! Call (727) 596-9999 and ask for Phil
Wrobel, Independent Agent with Florida Best Quote Insurance,
the most referred, consumer driven agency.

