CLEARWAITER BEACH

including Sand Key and Island Estates

-

“HISTORY OF CLEAR

This is part three of our multi-part story highlighting the City
of Clearwater’s history as it celebrates its 100th anniversary.
Last issue, we described life after the Civil War, ending with
the 1890 Census which showed 18 families living in the
immediate area and 2,500 people living on the Pinellas
peninsula. If you missed a previous issue, you can read it
online at www.beachnewsletters.com.

In 1890, the area was still called Clear Water and was part
of West Hillsborough County, with no local government.
The only real roads, Fort Harrison Avenue and Cleveland
Street were only paved with shell. The shell was obtained by
destroying nearby Indian mounds, which today we consider
historical. Primarily, everyone used horse and buggies or ox
carts for transportation. There was no bridge between Clear
Water and Dunedin. Stevenson Creek’s bed was much
wider then and at high tide, travelers had to ride around it
to the east to travel between towns.

Peter Demen’s Orange Belt Railroad passed through Clear
Water, but it was poorly run and rarely on time. Many times
it didn't show up at all. By 1895, Henry Plant’s Atlantic
Cooast Line, started coming to Clear Water from Tampa.

Mail arrived by boat from Cedar Key, by train from
Brooksville and by horseback from Tampa. What mail that
was not picked up at the post office was distributed in
saddlebags by a postman.
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The land east of today’s courthouse, known as the prairie,
was really nothing but a dried up lake with some trees and
scrubs. Someone built a public fishing dock at the foot of
Cleveland Street and cargo boats began to use it, too.

There were few markets and they sold very little fresh food.
Lemon or soda crackers were sold from barrels. Coffee was
sold by the pound, but it was green. Buyers roasted, then
ground it at home. Residents bought their meat and
vegetables from farmers who peddled their products from a
wagon. Most people had a cow and made their own butter.
Mullet and sweet potatoes were among the most popular
foods. Sugar and syrup was made from local sugar cane.

In 1891, the area incorporated into the Town of Clear
Water. It finally received their special state charter in 1897.
The first mayor was James E. Crane and his city clerk was
T.J. Sheridan. Sister town St Petersburg, was incorporated as
a fown two years later in 1893.

In the fall of 1892, A.C. Turner sold his West Hillsborough
Times newspaper to Richard J Morgan for $1200, who
moved it to St Petersburg. It was renamed The News and in
1895 became The St Petersburg Times. Quickly, another
area newspaper appeared when Rev. C.S. Reynolds started
the West Hillsborough Press.

While we don’t hear much about it today, the United States
had a financial collapse, during the 1890s, referred to as
the Panic of 1893. At the time, it was the worst economic
depression the United States had ever experienced. Many
banks closed and investors and depositors were left
stranded including the residents of Clear Water. It would be
1897 before the economy would begin to recovery.

By Bob Giriffin, Publisher Continued inside

Photo courtesy of Cleawater Historical Society
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CREDITS

This newsletter is published by
GRIFFIN PRODUCTIONS, Inc. and is
mailed to every occupied residence
in Clearwater Beach’s zip code
33767. We are not associated with
the City of Clearwater.

PUBLISHER
Bob & Becky Griffin
ART DIRECTION
Becky Griffin
SALES
727-517-1997
CONTACT INFO
PO. Box 1314
Indian Rocks Beach, Fl 33785
517-1997 ~ 517-1998 FAX
www.BeachNewsletters.com

We'd like to hear from you. Is there
something you would like to see
included in this newsletter? Tell us
what you think at

bob@griffindirectories.com

© 2015 Griffin Productions, Inc.

CLEARWATER BEACH
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

Inside, you will find articles and local
information about the nearby area
inside. We call it a Neighborhood
Newsletter because it is primarily
about your neighborhood, Clearwater
Beach. It is mailed to the entire 33767
zip code including Island Estates and
Sand Key - a total of about 5,000
households - six times a year.
You can pick up another copy at the
Beach Chamber Office, The Beach
Rec Center, Island Estates Print Shack,
Shorty’s Gourmet Deli or the Island
Estates UPS store.
We want your input. How did you like
this issue? What suggestions do you
have for future issues and articles?
We hope you enjoyed this issue. Call
or email us with your comments,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997,
bob@griffindirectories.com
Read this issue or others at
beachnewsletters.com.

SEE YOU AGAIN

IN AUGUST!
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CITY NUMBERS
5 CITY HALL 562-4250
- CIE\_ ¥ri I:E__rl 12 S. Osceola Avenue

LR i www.clearwater-fl.com
MAYOROFFICE ........... 562-4050
MAYOR - George N. Cretekos - Seat 1
CITYCOUNCIL ............ 562-4042
Doreen Hock-DiPolito (Vice-Mayor)- Seat 2
Jay Polglaze - Seat 3 Bill Jonson - Seat 4
Hoyt Hamiliton - Seat 5

CITY MANAGER . . ... ....... 562-4040
William Horne

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER. . 562-4040

BUILDING PERMITS .. ... ... 562-4567
HUMAN RESOURCES . .. .. .. 562-4870
PLANNING & ZONING . . ... 562-4567
PUBLIC SERVICES .......... 562-4950
PUBLIC UTILITIES . ......... 562-4600
PUBLIC UTILITIES EMERGENCY462-6633
CLEARWATER GAS. . .. ...... 562-4980
SOLIDWASTE . ............ 562-4920
PIER60 .................. 462-6466
MARINA. . ................ 462-6954
BEACH REC CENTER .. ... ... 462-6138
BEACH LIBRARY ........... 462-6138
VISITOR INFO CENTER. . . . .. 442-3604

BEACH AQUATIC FACILITY .. 462-6020
POLICE NON-EMERGENCY. . . 562-4242
FIRE DEPARTMENT ... ... ... 562-4334
POLICE HOTLINE. . ... ...... 562-4080
NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISON . . 562-4554

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE . . . 447-7600
333 South Gulfview Blvd, Clearwater Beach
POST OFFICE ISLAND ESTATES 449-8732

SAND KEYPARK . . ......... 588-4852
Shelter Reservations,PinellasCounty.org/park
MARINE AQUARIUM ... .... 441-1790

249 Windward Passage, Island Estates
CLEARWATER SAILING CTR .. 517-7776
1001 Gulf Blvd, Sand Key

JOLLEY TROLLEY .......... 445-1200
483 Mandalay Avenue, Suite 213
CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB. . . 447-6000
830 Bayway Blvd South

CARLOUEL HOMEOWNERS ASSN

Kris Hampsey, President .. ... 441-4188

LITTLE LEAGUE

John Murphy ... 813-486-4430
ROTARY, Clearwater Beach meets every
Thursday, 12:15pm at Carlouel Yacht Club
JohnFunk .............. 599-3864

CLEARWATER BEACH ASSOCIATION
Beth Prast, President ....859-802-6110
CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB
Alice Jarvis ... .. 391-3066
SAND KEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION

Meets first Wednesdays each month at the
Clearwater Community Sailing Center

AL Zimmerman ........ 727-593-7379
ISLAND ESTATES CIVIC ASSOCIATION
Mary Lau, President ... 813-335-6770
www.MylslandEstates.org

ISLAND ESTATES WOMEN'S CLUB

Lynne McCaskill, President ... 430-1911
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
Anne Garris ~ ........ 446-4410

CLEARWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Bill Wallace, President ...... 446-2676

PINELLAS COUNTY IN-F-O ....464-3000

COMMISSION OFFICES. . . . .. 464-3000
Dave Eggers, Beach/Island Estates 464-3276
Karen Seel, Sand Key. . ... ... 464-3278

STATE:

Senator Jack Latvala . . . .. 727-793-2797

Republican, District 20
26133 Hwy 19 N,, Ste 201, Clearwater
Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-395-2512
Republican, District 66
8383 Seminole Blvd, Suite B, Seminole
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLORIDA UNITED STATES SENATORS:

Marco Rubio . .......... 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson............. 202-224-5274

www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE:
David Jolly. .. .......... 727-392-4100
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/jolley

CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS

JUNE

National Garbage Man Day 17
Art in the Park 20
Summer Begins 21
Father’s Day 21

Thresher’s Chambers Beach Day 24
Family Fun Nights Beach Pool 26

JULY
Independence Day
Fireworks Clearwater Harbor

Family Fun Nights Beach Pool 10
Sunset Run at Pier 60 17
Art in the Park 18
Family Fun Nights Beach Pool 24
Phillies 30th Anniversary Game 25
Parents’ Day 26

AUGUST

Coast Guard Appreciation Month
Family Fun Nights Beach Pool
Property Tax TRIM Notices Mailed 10

Sunset Run at Pier 60 14
Art in the Park 15
Clearwater Beach Pool Closes 16
Public School Begins 24
SEPTMBER

Grandparents Day

Labor Day

Patriots Day 11
El Grito Mexican Festival 12
Buc’s First Home Game 13
Art in the Park 19
Autumn Begins 23
Blast Friday 25

Off Shore Power Boat Races
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FIME ITALIAN CUISINE Take 510 off your entire Gill, Mus, purchase ot least ong

entres. One codpan pear fable Mot vahd with any other
- offers. Expires 12730718, Offer Code: CRN1S

CLEARWATER BEACH

Both born and raised in Italy, our founders, Cesare and Carlo, know what an authentic Italian
mezl means. Family and friends gathering around to enjoy each others company with a glass of
wine and the perfect dish,

Come savor Ttaly's finest flavors including homemade pastas. pappardelle with wild mushrooms,
-I.:l!'i-bul:"'U.LH !ltiIEHIEI:h-L". .I-I.]l::l []li.HI]lJlJ Ik d ||l'-a.'.]d.:|-' SELLLE, .I-I.'L"':J.l :‘ir_'ll.[-l.JlZH'J., "."‘I.":I.] L'J.u';l!‘i-eij.l_'h ':'I.'IlLI. J::E:l.llll:']]'.l-':'lljt:
desserts. You can dine in or al Iresco overlooking the water and Sand Key Bridge while being

pampered by o professional staff,

tripadvisor®

LERTIFICATE <OF EXCELLENCE

Oine Lo, Jahe Outy, Catening & Fiioate Fntics

Open 7 Days, 5:00pm - 10pm » 727-449-8797 - www.cesureatthebeach.com
7o Soarly Galiview Blvd, Clearwarer Beach, FL 33707 (Tocated oo Soanls Cleartoater Readd, et fo Sond Key Bridpel
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i Service is our Solesman
$ave flooring and
landscaping -
ask about pipe relining

Quality materials & workmanship
for all jobs big or small!

Retidenkial
Commaereial
Induskrial

Water
Heater
Experts!
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fimit one per €

wainaclearaaberplumbingonling.com
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BOOK YOUR
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Did You
CLEARWATER
CELEBRATES
AMERICA Each
year, the City of
Clearwater hosts
Clearwater
Celebrates America
on the 4th of July to
celebrate
Independence Day.
It's a family-friendly
event and includes
a free Kids Zone
area, a mascot
parade, musical
enfertainment and the largest fireworks display around.
Join the fun, Saturday, July 4 from 5-10pm at
Coachman Park, 301 Drew Street.

BLAST FRIDAYS TAKES SUMMER OFF Blast Fridays
will not be held during June, July and August due to the
heat and the likelihood of rain. Plan for it to resume
September 25, in conjunction with the Super Boat Races.
For more information, visit www.RuthEckerdHall.com.

JUNIOR GOLF LEAGUE Every Thursday evening at the
Chi Chi Rodriquez Golf Club beginning a 5pm, they
sponsor a junior golf league, open to kids 7-17, 9 holes
are only $10. Contact Cortez Love at 727.430.6262 or
email tezlovel @aol.com for information. The Golf Club
is located at 3030 N. McMullen Booth Road, Clearwater.

GET THE PINELLAS APP If you have an issue you
would like to report to Pinellas County, like a pothole or
burned out street light, report it using their FREE app. It
even allows you to send them photos. Available for
Android and Iphone users, find more information at
pinellascounty.org/reportanissue or search for Pinellas
County on ltunes or the Play Store.

DUMP THE PLASTIC -~
Americans use 100 [ N,
billion plastic bags each
year, made from 190
million barrels of
petroleum products. Each
is used for an average of
12 minutes before being
discarded, but they
remain in our landfills,
oceans, parks and
beaches for thousands of
years and never fully
break down. Introduced
by ExxonMobile in the
1970s, plastic shopping
bags are costly,
environmentally damaging and unnecessary. They may
be free at check-out counters, but retailers spend $4
billion a year on them and pass that cost on to you.
They clog storm drains and damage infrastructure on
their way to becoming ocean pollution where seabirds,
whales, sea turtles and other marine life eat them and
die from choking, intestinal blockage and starvation.
What can you do? Switch to environmentally friendly
and cost-effective reusable bags.
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REENTRY TAGS Only 20% of
beach residents have obtained

Clearwater Beach residents and |
businesses will be required to |
have a permit to be allowed to |
reenter the beach area after a

mandatory evacuation. All  chniey Acenss |
residents and businesses are ft PERMIT

able to register at Clearwater [ IEREG RN
Police Department

headquarters, 645 Pierce St., T el i el a8 e
seven days a week from 8 am
to 11 pm. Bring a government-
issued photo identification. If it
does not show Clearwater
Beach, then bring other proof
of residency. Emergency Access
Permits are FREE. Hurricane
season has already started,
don't wait for an evacuation to try to get yours.

ART IN THE PARK This new art festival is being held
downtown, monthly on the third Saturday during the
summer. The new, monthly summer art festival is
sponsored by the Clearwater Downtown Development
Board and the Clearwater Center for the Arts. See local
artists, hear live music, enjoy food, wine, and prize
drawings in Station Square Park at 621 Cleveland
Street. Go to www.ClearwaterArts.com for more
information. Call 562-4044 for booth information.

JULY 26TH, PARENT'S DAY Parents, did you know you
have a day, too? It is the fourth Sunday of July. Parent’s
Day was made official by President Bill Clinton in 1994,
with a Congressional Resolution. Maybe your kids will
surprise you with something or let you sleep in that day.

Nickolas C. Ekanomides, P.A.

Business Law
al Injury
I E w T'-:] 1- 2 LI

[ T
Clearwater Beach, Florida

- 727-447-1075

wiww.eko-law.com

SHOULD YOU EVACUATE? Pinellas County has a new
Storm Surge App which offers a three-dimensional view
of how far water will rise on your property at different
evacuation levels. On your phone or computer, visit
egis.pinellascounty.org/apps/stormsurgeprotector and
type in your address.

HAUL PASS Pinellas
Suncoast Transit Authority
(PSTA) will haul your kids
around again this summer
with the Youth Summer “Haul
Pass.” The 15-week summer
pass offers unlimited rides for
youth 18-years-old and
younger now through

August, 31 2015, on all local
PSTA and Jolley Trolley routes
(excludes Routes T00X and 300X). You can go to the
mall, the beach, or anywhere you like. Passes are
available for purchase at PSTA terminals or on the PSTA
website for $35. All you need to board the bus with a
Haul Pass is a PSTA Youth ID card, middle or high
school ID, or government-issued photo ID showing an
age of 18 or younger. Check out PSTA's real-time bus
tracking at www.ridepsta.net.

OUR NEXT ISSUE IS IN AUGUST Read this issue, as
well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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B4 Mandalay Bve., Clearwater Beach 33767
Phone: [?E?] €46-0137 Fax I?E?] 446-0138

InfoEswisshalmraalty.com

Far buying, leasing, or having your Property
Managed, please speak with our staff

Each of our agents average mare than
30 years of experience

Our company is independently owned
and oparated, this allows us greater flaxibility
in sering the needs of our clients
Speclalizing in Residential Sales, leasing
And property managcment
for nearly 50 years

Wir sprechen Deutsch

Offering Multiple Listing Services for the
entire area

Serving the Beaches and the Mainkand since 1968
Sales, Rentals and Property Manogement
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Clearwater Beach  Community Charch

'armmlrm_,r Wnr.:-.l‘l'rp Service 000 am
infant and Tﬂﬁ;ffrrtﬂﬁpmwﬂfﬁd

Adult .‘.F.rm.n:ir.:{y School 8:00am
Youth Sanday School 10:00am
mﬂr.a-':f#l_g.r Bille Ettmﬂf@l T30

Coach Jﬂrif.‘:— wif o varifalele rf

..::.--.-..:n-:‘.g..fmfm‘.s Are I JE:J.- T.l:mr_-:,ﬁr.:{.:f

“Jl- Maowe-Dewominational
Al inclosive

54 Bay Esplanade, Clearwater Beach 446-0430
ffice Hours: Manday through Friday %am o 3pm
www.ChapelByThebea. met

Jon R."Bab”

Palasky PA., GRI, 5FR
«grwatergeachSales com

[(F27F) 5310-4333

662 5. Culfview Blvd - Clearwater Beach

NEW SHOW AT THE DALI

The Dali Museum will electrify audiences again,
presenting another celebrated artist this summer as they
open Escher at the Dali on August 22. The show will
highlight M.C. Escher, a renowned artist, whose visual
illusions puzzle and delight audiences worldwide, and is
best known for his “impossible constructions” and use of
tessellation.Coming on the heels of exhibitions from
famed artists including Picasso, Warhol and da Vindi,
Escher at the Dali adds yet another inspiring perspective
for visitors, and will run through Jan 3, 2016, just prior
to the Museum'’s grand opening of Disney & Dali:
Architects of the Imagination.

On loan from the Herakleidon Museum in Athens,
Greece, this robust exhibition will feature 135 works
covering Escher’s entire artistic career. The show includes
an array of the artist’s famous works such as “Drawing
Hands,” “Reptiles” and “Waterfall” alongside rarely
exhibited early drawings of family members, panoramas
of exotic landscapes and historic architecture of ltaly and
Spain, original preparatory sketches, mezzotints and more.

Through July 26th, visitors still have the chance to view
the Museum’s current exhibition “Dali and da Vinci:
Minds, Machines and Masterpieces.” The exhibit features
reproductions of da Vinci books and paintings; original
and reproduced Dali manuscripts, prints, paintings and
sculpture; and the reimagined invented objects both da
Vinci and Dali proposed in advance of their times. This
engaging show allows visitors of all ages to explore the
fantastical inventions and creations of these two great
minds. A free audio tour was recently added, providing
an in-depth explanation for viewers.

RYAN WELLS FOUNDATION

On Saturday, Mcy 21st, over 400 guests attended the 10th
Anniversary of * Evenlng with the Ciefs" at the Sheraton
Sand Key Resort in Clearwater in support of The Ryan Wells
Foundation, a non-profit dedicated to improving the
culinary arts and hospitality education of Pinellas County
students. Guests dined on the culinary masterpieces of
eleven of the best chefs in the area. Each chef partnered
with students from Pinellas culinary programs to serve the
night’s cuisine. In addition to
the gourmet fare, the evening
also featured libations, a live
and silent auction with custom
jewelry created by Belleair’s
Robert Young and music.
Since 2011, Tampa Bay
Magazine has named the
fundraiser the “Best Culinary
Event”!

Proceeds support the annual } S
Ryan Wells Foundation student ’ =
scholarships and donations to
culinary programs. Twelve
students will receive a
combined $80,000. 95 students have received

scholarships worth over $500,000 from the foundation.
Participating culinary programs were awarded $4,000
each, helping school donations surpass the $300,000 mark.

The foundation is named after Palm Harbor student Ryan
Wells, an Eagle Scout and an aspiring young chef who
died over 10 years ago in a auto accident. For information
on The Foundation, call 727.787.7863, visit
www.RyanWellsFoundation.com or email
info@ryanwellsfoundation.com

Charms designed by Robert
Young for the silent auction
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CLEARWATER HISTORY, continued

The next year, while the citrus industry was still in its infancy,
was the Big Freeze. Impacting most of the state, there were two
back-to-back, record setting freezes, one in December of 1894
and another one in February. The first freeze destroyed fruit left
on the trees, stripping the limbs of their foliage. The February
freeze was more devastating, killing the trees. Discouraged,
citrus growers turned to growing strawberries. Many stores
closed as farmers had no money to pay their debts.

The big freeze helped cripple the Orange Belt Railroad since
they had no product to ship. The Railroad went bankrupt and
closed in 1895. Peter Demen'’s sold his interest to Henry Plant
and quickly moved out of state. Even though Plant already
had the Tampa railroad, he had to replace the Orange Belt
tracks to standard gauge which fit his engines and cars.

In 1895, the people governing the area decided to change
Clear Water’s name to Clearwater Harbor. The Post Office
also changed name to Clearwater Harbor Post Office.
Thomas J Sheridan became the city’s Post Master. The same
year, Cleveland Street was paved from the bay to the train
station; Ft Harrison was paved from Cleveland Street south to
the Methodist Church on Turner Street.

Earnest Tate purchased the south end of Clear Water Key
which is now what we call Clearwater Beach, from Prudence
Chafer, in 1896 for $200. He built the first house on the
beach there, but he sold the island a few years later for $350.
Called Isle of Palms, the beach was not a part of the Town of
Clearwater Harbor.

Plant was still building railroads, and everywhere a railroad
was built, he also built a large, luxurious hotel. With his newly
acquired Orange Belt Railway, he bought land south of
Clearwater Harbor, on the bluffs overlooking Clearwater Bay
to build his next hotel, The Belleview Hotel. He added a spur
off of his Clearwater Harbor - St Petersburg route to go
directly to his newest resort. When the hotel first opened in
January of 1897, it only had 100 rooms, about one-fourth
the size it would become. About the same time, Cleveland
Street was widened and a new road, paved with clay, was
added from Fort Harrison Road to the entrance of the
Belleview Hotel.

Bicycling became the rage in the late 1890s and Clearwater
Harbor found itself a mecca for the new sport. Everyone,
young and old, “rode a wheel,” as it was called. A number of
bicycle paths were added around town; some paved with shell
and clay, while others were simply covered with pine straw.
The paths were the beginning of future road improvements.

An asphalt bicycle racetrack was built in the Belleair area and
bicycle races were held in November of 1897. Some of the
world’s most noted riders wintered and trained on that track.

In 1898, the Spanish American War began and Tampa, with
Plant’s Tampa Hotel, became the staging area for thousands
of troops. Teddy Roosevelt and his troops being here helped
put the whole area on the map.

Henry Plant, the owner of the Orange Belt Railroad and the
Bilimore Hotel, died in June of 1899. His son Morton
continued to manage the hotel. He expanded Plant’s 6-hole
golf course made of shell, and added a second course, both
with 18-holes. He used their railroad to import special
northern dirt. Morton was responsible for painting the big
hotel on the bluffs white, which earned it the name “Great
White Queen”.

The next year, the 1900 census shows Pinellas’s peninsula
had about 8,000 residents. St Petersburg with 1,600 people
and Clearwater Harbor with slightly less were the two largest
towns. Look for our next installment in our August issue.
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24 Hour
Emergency

ﬁ“TE“ Service
> PLUMBING

RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL

121-396-9663

Family Owned slnce 19258

All Plumbing Repairs
Walter Healer Repair & Replacement
Foucel and Fixture Repair & Installation
Water & Sewer Line Replacement
Sawear & Droin Cleaning

$10 OFF Any Servicel

Liceraad = Bonded = Insursd = Ssnior Dlscounts « Estimates
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Ca501 for over 40 yaars

12920 Walsingham Rd Largo




CLEARWATER BEACH NEWSLETTER

AMERICA‘S MURF‘H"‘I" BED STORE
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Custom closets
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Home offices
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BROWN BOXER
TURNS 5!

The Brown Boxer
Pub & Girill on =
Mandalay Avenue
opened on July
2nd, 2010. Since
then, owner Jay
Thomas has gone

on to open Brown [y ===~ ¢ = {
e e I el
Countryside area [ = -

and on the south -

end of Clearwater Beach, plus the new Reef Restaurant nexT
door to the Brown Boxer on the south end. The original
Brown Boxer restaurant is in Madeira Beach.
Congratulations Jay!

CHANGE OF RESTAURANT’'S NAME The Hilton was
sold last year and with the new ownership comes a new
name for their restaurant. The restaurant previously called
Reflections is now Carambola (as in star fp . The menu
has changed as well but still features some of favorites
from the old menu with some fresh new specialties of our
new Executive Chef, Steve Freda overseen by their new
Food & Beverage Director, Chef Neil Kennedy.

E & E STAKEOUT GRILL CHANGES TIP POLICY For
many years, the restaurant has automatically added a 15%
service charge to each check. They recently discontinued
this practice. You will no longer see automatic service
charges on your bill. E&E Stakeout was a 2014 Open Table
Diner’s Choice Winner.

NEW CHEF Mark Thomas is Belleview Biltmore Golf Club’s
new chef. He comes to the Club with a diverse background
that includes being Executive Chef of Lake Jovita Golf and
Country Club, as well as a sous chef for the Belleview
Biltmore Hotel. Thomas received his degree from the
Florida Culinary Institute and has opened four restaurants.
The Belleview Biltmore Golf Club is excited to have such an
experienced chef with an extensive background in food,
beverage, catering and weddings. Their Sunday Brunch
now has unllml’reé; mimosas from 10am to 2pm.

VENUS CONTRIBUTES Nick Mitsides, owner of the Venus
Restaurant in Belleair Bluffs, looks forward to May every
year when he feeds hundreds of kids from The ARC
(previously called UPARC) at the Clearwater Yacht Club.
The Yacht Club hosts the annual Fun Day Event where the
ARC brings about 200 of their clients to the Yacht Club for
the time of their life. They had a cookout and danced to
music by John Johnson, then they searched for dolphins on
boats supplied by the Clearwater Marine Aquarium.
Mitsides supplies everyone’s hamburgers and hot dogs.

HIGH END MEAL The Sandpearl Resort’s Caretta’s on the
Gulf has the dubious honor of having Clearwater Beach’s
Most Expensive Entrée on their menu. Actually, it is the most
expensive entree on the entire Pinellas Beaches. In a recent
survey of all Tampa Bay area restaurants, Caretta’s was
said fo have the single most expensive entrée at $54. This
is not to say everything is expensive. Entrees begin at $24.
The Beach Bistro in Holmes Beach has the most expensive
entrée on the list, ringing in at $95. Source: Tampa Bay
Business Journal, June 5, 2015).

___-_._,‘_
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Mere Restinnrant News. ..

DAIRY QUEEN OPENS The new s’rore, on ’rhe north end
of the beach, is now open. The newest Dairy Queen,
located just north of the fire station is next to the Palm
Pavilion. The building is elevated about 13 feet, due to
FEMA guidelines. Owners John and Lisa Sgro also own two
other DQ'’s, one on Gulf to Bay and the other in Oldsmar.
The store is located at 22 Esplanade Road.

PROINO BREAKFAST CLUB UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Permiting has started on Proino’s third location on the south
end of Clearwater Beach between The Reef and Cesar’s at
the Beach. Construction should start soon, with an October
opening. The other two locations are in Largo on West Bay
Drive and Walsingham Road. If you like a big breakfast,
this is the restaurant for you. Serving breakfast and lunch,
they have a wide variety and everything is prepared fresh.

CLEARWATER BEACH CHAMBER RESTAURANT
WEEK WINNERS
Best Booth at the Taste Fest —
1st Place Bob Heilman's Beachcomber/Bobby’s Bistro
2nd Place Caretta on the Gulf/Sandpearl
3rd Place Crabby Bill’'s Clearwater Beach
Best Appetfizer —
1st Place Cork-N-Brew Bistro
2nd Place Villa Bellini Restaurant & Lounge
3rd Place The Reef Steak and Seafood Co.
Best Entrée —
1st Place Bob Heilman's Beachcomber Restaurant
2nd Place The Reef Steak and Seafood Co.
3rd Place Surfside Tap House
Best Dessert —
1st Place Clearwater Wine Bar & Bistro
2nd Place Shephard’s Ocean Flame
3rd Place Cooter’s Restaurant & Bar
Best Pizza —
1st Place Crabby Bill’s Clearwater Beach
2nd Place Crabby’s Bar & Grill
3rd Place Clear Sky Beachside Café
Most Enthusiastic Chef —
1st Place Chef Sean Ragan - Caretta on the Gulf
2nd Place Chef Richard Preston - SHOR American
Seafood Grill
3rd Place Chef Hector Hernandez -
Beachcomber Restaurant
Best Overall Experience —
1st Place Clearsky Beachside Café
2nd Place Cooters Restaurant & Bar
3rd Place Clearwater Wine Bar & Bistro
Chairman’s Award — Cooters Restaurant & Bar
Outstanding Committee Member Award — Sheri Heilman
Best Server — Carmella Watts — Clear Sky Beachside Café
Best Bartender — Jessica Hamilton - Frenchy’s Saltwater Café

Bob Heilman’s
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Business Baiefs...

NEW AT THE MARRIOTT,
AGAIN Recently we
announced that Jennifer Porter
was the new The Marriott

Sand Key General Manager.
But in less than 6 months, she
was promoted to a Marriott
Regional Manager. Now,
Michael Miraglia is the new
GM. From Canton, Ohio, he is
married with four children ages
4-10. His last position, was as
General Manager of the
Birmingham Marriott, a property with 295 rooms plus
meeting space. Welcome to the beach!

ISLAND WAY TOWERS RIBBON CUTTING Formerly
known as The Dearborn Tower apartments, Island Way
Towers has been fully reconstructed from the ground up.
Units have been converted into condos and are selling
from $270,000 up to $650,000. Amenities include an
exercise room, outdoor pool with cabanas, full clubhouse
with kitchen and outside rest rooms located near pool
area. There are boat docks, garages and storage units
available for purchase with a unit. The complex is located
on Island Way Drive, across from Publix. Sales are being
handled exclusively by Engel and Volkers; call Kelly or
Steve Kepler at 461-1000.

RON JON'’S SURFER GIRL Ron Jon's has a new
member of the family. The large surf shop located below
Hoofer’s added a second smaller shop a few steps north
on Mandalay Avenue. It only sells women'’s clothing.

MOVED

KEY WEST EXPRESS - After nearly 25 years in Clearwater
Beach, owner Soozy Naylor decided to move her store to
Dunedin.

LOU’S SPOT - Linda Lou Jackson, long time local hair
salon owner, is getting ready to move her shop again. She
has been styling hair on Clearwater Beach for over 35
years and currently is located at the Holiday Inn, but they
are about to start building a new hotel at her front door.
So she is moving to Belleair Bluffs inside Shear Delight,
next to Bonefish. She closes in Clearwater Beach July 3rd.

CLEARWATER BEACH CHAMBER AWARDS
Small Business of the Year —

Clearwater Ferry Service — Trisha Rodriquez

Florida Free Rides — Jason Gibertoni
Non-Profit Business of the Year —

B.E.A.U. Institute — Professor Philippe Beau
Citizen of the Year —

Rhonda Sanborn, Visit St. Pete/Clearwater
Large Business of the Year —

Ocean Properties Hotel & Resorts — Eric Waltz
Tourism Person of the Year -

David Downing, Visit St. Pete/Clearwater
Volunteer of the Year —

Juli Norberg, Pier House 60 Marina Hotel
Founder Emeritus —

John Doran

NEWS WANTED If you have news or suggestions you
think are appropriate for this newsletter, e-mail it to
Bob@GriffinDirectories.com or call 727-517-1997.
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HURRICANE SEASON TEN YEARS AGO
By Bob Griffin, Publisher

Hurricane season began June 1st. In Florida, it is a lot like
living the movie Groundhog Day. Here we go again.

We hear how Florida has been spared over the last 10
years. Those that were here though remember the 2004
season 11 years ago, when four major hurricanes (Charley,
Frances, Ivan and Jeanne) struck different areas of Florida.
But, do you remember the next year, 20052 That was the
most active hurricane season on record?

Hurricanes are given names begining with A through Z. In
2005, with a total of 27 named storms, we ran out of
names forcing the hurricane center to use the Greek
alphabet with names like Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta,
Epsilon and Zeta

That season was unprecedented for anther reason, death
and destruction from the 2005 storms was record setting.
15 tropical storms became hurricanes. Four major
hurricanes made landfall in the United States, with three of
them becoming a Category 5 storm.

On August 29, Katrina struck. Approximately 80% of New
Orleans was flooded after the surge forced breaks in
levees, releasing water from Lake Pontchartrain. Hurricane
Katrina was the deadliest hurricane in recorded history and
certainly the most costly. The storm serves as a reminder
that storm surge poses the greatest loss of life during a
hurricane.

On September 26, while the New Orleans clean-up was
underway, Hurricane Rita threw a second punch at the
region. At one time, it was a Category 5 with the fourth
lowest central pressure on record in the Atlantic Basin. It
weakened to Category 3 before it hit near the Texas-
Louisiana border. Rita produced a major storm surge that
devastated coastal communities in southwestern Louisiana.
It caused fatalities and damage from Texas to parts of
Alabama. It also caused storm surge and flooding in
portions of the Florida Keys as it passed by.

Then, it was Hurricane Wilma's turn. For 10 days, it was in
the northwestern Caribbean Sea. It had the lowest central
pressure of any Atlantic basin hurricane. After sitting and
churning over the small Mexican island of Cozumel as a
Category 4-5 storm for a day and a half, devastating the
northeastern Yucatan Peninsula, it turned northeast and
headed towards South Florida. It made landfall near
Naples as a Category 3, then traveled east along Alligator
Alley. Winds decreased to about 95 mph (a Category 2) by
the time it reached the Ft Lauderdale area.

The numbers are in for the 2015 season and luckily,
professors at Colorado State University are forecasting one
of the least active seasons since the middle of the 20th
century. They are predicting only three hurricanes (the
average season is six or seven.) The forecast is for seven
named storms, while the average is normally twelve.

Phillip J Klotzbach, head of the research center at Colorado
State, predicts only one storm will be a Category 3 or
above and at least one storm will make landfall somewhere
along the U.S. coastline.

Pinellas County Emergency Management reminds us
though, despite the below-average predictions, it only takes
one hurricane to make it an active season for you.

Just because the predictions are low, don't become
complacent, It is just like buying a lotto ticket—it only takes
one. In this case, it only takes one to lose.

Visit www.PinellasCounty.org/Emergency for information.
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THE CLEARWATER BEACH MAINTENANCE TEAM

Keeping the beach clean requires dedication and constant work from Clearwater’s Parks and Recreation Department
employees, which is headed by Kevin Dunbar. Before the sun begins to rise and while most of you are still asleep, a
crew of city employees are hard at work cleaning and raking Clearwater Beach to prepare for another day of fun and
sun, on a sparkling beach. Our beach is clearly the magnet that draws people, tourists as well as residents, to our
part of Florida. Keeping the beach pristine is crucial. But it clearly does not happen by itself!

The crew works all but one morning a year - 364 of them. Each work day begins at 3 am, hours before the sun rises,
and ends at 10 or 11 am. During this time, employees operate several types of heavy-duty, specialized equipment
including a mechanical rake, a bulldozer with a loader and a Broyhill dumpster. Three to four workers canvas about
two miles of beach, north and south of Pier 60, each day.

The first thing they do when they arrive, is to empty the over 125 garbage cans located on or near the beach. About
half of those are actually on the beach. After a special event or busy holiday weekend, half of the trash actually
makes it inside the containers. Chairs, ice chests, tents, broken umbrellas and a myriad of other discarded items are
piled up next to the trash cans.

There is always more trash after a holiday weekend, such as Memorial Day, July 4th and Labor Day. They find many
remnants of fireworks after many of those events. Cigarette butts are an ongoing, year-round problem.

At sunrise, two employees rake the beach with tractor-like vehicles. During turtle nesting season, someone from the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium inspects the beach for new turtle tracks first. The Florida Wildlife Commission (FWC) has
established guidelines for nesting season. The CMA representative is normally on the beach by 6:15 am, about 30
minutes prior to sunrise.

“Our people work 364 days a year--in good and bad weather,” says Tom Wiggins, Beach Supervisor. “You meet a
totally different type of person on the beach at this hour. We see the walkers, joggers, meditators, treasure seekers
with metal detectors and more.”

“We have to get it all done before the concessionaires begin setting up their cabanas and chairs,” Wiggins continues.
“There are hundreds of cabanas north and south of the Pier that are set up by about 8 am.”

Whenever there is a northwest wind, there tends to be more seaweed on the beach. “We have to rake that up and
dispose of it before people even know it’s there,” explains Wiggins.

The group also is responsible for cleaning the small beach north of the Clearwater Community Sailing Center on
Sand Key. It is less visited so it requires less attention, but it still gets maintained daily.

“The City of Clearwater's beach teams are ambassadors for our visitors, and all of us can be proud of the work that
they do to keep Clearwater the Sparkling City,” says Mayor George Cretekos.

“Grooming our sugar sand beaches is a necessity in order to remain competitive with other beach destinations, there
is nothing worse than visiting a beach that is covered in trash and debris,” says Lisa Chandler, owner of Barefoot
Beach Concessions.

"The hard work that the Parks and Rec people put info beach maintenance is a big reason we are Florida's best
beach,” says Hoyt Hamilton, City Commissioner and owner of the Palm Pavilion.

“Without the hard work and dedication of the Beach Maintenance Team, Clearwater Beach would not be the world
class vacation destination that it is today,” says James Halios, Community Maintenance Supervisor.

The Beach Maintenance Team has 8 full-time employees with an annual budget of $700,000. This crew also helps
out during special events elsewhere, such as the Clearwater Jazz Holiday, Sea-Blues and the Super Boat Races.
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BEING HURRICANE SAVVY CAN MEAN BEING HURRICANE SAFE

By Pinellas County Commissioner Karen Seel

June 1 marked the beginning of the annual Atlantic
hurricane season, a date we know well here on Florida’s
Gulf Coast. While the possibility of a big hurricane is not a
pleasant thought, it is one for which we should all have a
plan. Your county is focused on helping with your plan.
Thanks to the introduction of new tools to help residents,
making a hurricane preparedness plan is easier than ever.

When a major hurricane hits, the biggest threat to life is not
wind, instead it is the accompanying storm surge. Storm
surge from hurricanes can cause water from the bay and
the gulf to move ashore with extreme speed. This water
leaves great disaster in its path and hauls items that are not
secured throughout the community and possibly out to sea.

In Pinellas County, we live on a peninsula, which makes us
extremely vulnerable to storm surge flooding. Thanks to
efforts by Pinellas County Emergency Management, you can
now see what impact storm surge could have on your
home, business or neighborhood, by using our award-
winning Storm Surge Protector Web application.

All you have to do is go to pinellascounty.org/emergency
and click on the Storm Surge Protector Application link. A
new window will open and you can type in your address to
view a three-dimensional rendering of your home. The
application shows your evacuation level and depicts how
much water your home and car would be under, depending
on the severity of the storm. You can also see how your
neighborhood would do in a storm surge scenario. The app
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Signature recipn Charalate Chip Cockies

is easy to use and | encourage you to
take advantage of this innovative new
tool.

If you live in one of the beach
communities, another improvement this
year that will aid you with your
hurricane plan is the Emergency Access
Permit. To give you peace of mind in the
event of an evacuation, the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office and barrier
island communities are providing these free permits, which
will ensure only those who live or work in an evacuated
community can reenter immediately after an order is lifted.

The permits will help law enforcement keep trespassers
from using a disaster for their personal gain by stealing
from those affected. You can pick up a permit from your
beach municipality, and you can visit
pcsoweb.com/emergency-access-permit for more
information.

Make sure you visit our Emergency Management website at
pinellascounty.org/emergency to learn more about these
and other preparedness measures and to access the storm
surge application yourself.

As always, know that your county is here to help. | hope
everyone will join me in refining their hurricane plan this
year and every year — as being prepared for a hurricane
will mean keeping your family safe if one comes our way.
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NEW BAIT HOUSE COMlNG TO
BELLEAIR BEACH CAUSEWAY

Before the construction of the new Belleair Beach
Causeway, there was a bait house at the Belleair Beach
Causeway Boat Ramp. But when the ramps were closed
during bridge construction in 2006, the bait house was
torn down with plans to rebuild in the future. Now, the
Pinellas County Commission has approved the budget to
rebuild it and the contract for the design and construction
was awarded to Largo’s Caladesi Construction Company.
Construction began in January.

Plans call for much more than just a bait shop. The new
structure will be similar to a convenience store. It will have
over the counter food and snacks in addition to bait and
fishing supplies. There will be a second level deck facing
west, with seating for about 20, where you can watch
sunsets when the shop is open.

The structure is raised to meet floodplain requirement with
the shop located on the second floor. The first floor will be
open-air with space for live bait wells and an ice machine.
There is even an elevator. Everything is wheelchair
accessible.

The cost of the project is $675,000 and will be paid for
out of the Capital Improvement Program funded by the

Penny for Pinellas sales tax. An outside company will run
the concessions.

Construction is scheduled to be done by July 15th, but it
will not be open to the public until later in the summer.

A A a—
BUCCANEERS MAKE DONATION

While the Tampa Bay Buccaneers are not playing on their
field right now, they are helping Clearwater kids Flay on

theirs. In May, the Bucs donated a $7,500 NFL Play60
?ranf for health and wellness programing and equipment
or Clearwater’s Tampa Bay Buccaneers Field, located at
905 N. Martin Luther King Jr Avenue. Several’ Tampa Bay
Buc's players attended including Doug Martin, Leonard
Johnson, Demar Dotson and Austin Jenkins. The players
talked to the students about the importance of staying
active. For more information on Play60, go to
www.NFLRush.com/Play 60.
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FLAMINGOS FOREVER
CAMPAIGN

Have you been to Sunken Gardens
in recent years¢ Many in St. Pete
have not visited since they were in
grade school and toured the
Gardens on a field trip.

If you haven't enjoyed a program
or plant festival at the Gardens
lately, you may not know only two
of the original 17 flamingos
brought to the Gardens in 1957
remain. Noting that sad state of
affairs two years ago, a handful of volunteers were
determined to re-stock the dwindling flock, and founded
a small organization called Flamingos Forever. No one
could imagine Sunken Gardens without flamingos!

Apparently the community agrees. The display in the
lobby of the Gardens has generated over $3,000 in
dollar bills and pocket change. A number of individuals,
organizations and businesses have purchased naming
rights to a flamingo. Friends and neighbors have
generously supported the fundraising campaign.

Several weeks ago, the campaign had raised a total of
$45,000, almost reaching the flamingo goal of
$60,000. Then, out of the blue Bill and Marie Raspovik
said they wanted to donate the remaining amount
needed to purchase the flamingos. What a fabulous
surprise! Although Bill and Marie do not even live in St.
Pete, they wanted to leave a legacy for future
generations to enjoy and thought the flamingos were a
wonderful way to do that. So, when the flamingos do
come to the Gardens, five of them will be named after
members of Bill's family, as well as a beloved pet -
Oscar, Willy, Marie, Ali and Ritchie.

Now that Sunken Gardens will have flamingos again,
the Flamingos Forever group will continue to raise funds
for other projects at the Gardens, including a soft-billed
aviary and a children's garden.

30 YEARS OF THRESHERS BASEBALL

The Clearwater Threshers will celebrate 30 years of Minor
League Baseball in Clearwater, on July 25. Former Phillies
and Thresher alumni will be honored prior to the game at
Bright House Field.

The Threshers team on the field for the game will be
wearing throwback uniforms and caps. There will be a
30th Anniversary Commemorative Coin Giveaway for the
first 1,000 guests and post-game fireworks.

"We are thrilled to be celebrating 30 years of minor league
baseball in the city of Clearwater," said Director of Florida
Operations and Threshers GM John Timberlake. "We will
be celebrating all summer, but are particularly excited
about reuniting players and staff on July 25."

The Philadelphia Phillies' Advanced-A aoffiliate began play
at Jack Russell Stadium in 1985 as the Clearwater Phillies.
In 2004, with the opening of Bright House Field, the team
became the Clearwater Threshers and adopted a new
identity while maintaining the tradition of a fun, family-
friendly pastime.

Former players and field staff from the Clearwater Phillies
and Threshers are asked to email the Threshers at
pr@threshersbaseball.com to receive details about the
Alumni Weekend and to be included in the festivities.
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from left: Julie McCIure-Noﬂon, ARNP; John M. McClure, M.D.; and Paige McClure Zehnder, RN. The family team
enjoys working together to help their patients get well at Orthopaedic Associates of West Florida.

LOCAL SURGEON WILL MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE FAMILY

Let's face it: we tend to take our
ability to walk for granted. For many
people, simply moving around the
home can be excruciatingly painful.
If your hips, knees, shoulders or
other joints are worn out, there is
still hope for restoration.

John M. McClure, M.D., board-
certified orthopaedic surgeon and
fellowship-trained in orthopaedic
surgery, specializes in general
orthopaedic care, adult joint
restoration and conservative care of
the hip, knee and shoulder at
Orthopaedic Associates of West
Florida in Clearwater. He has
practice locations in Clearwater and
Largo, and he performs surgeries at
Morton Plant Hospital and the
Orthopaedic Surgery Center of
Clearwater.

Dr. McClure has been extremely
fortunate to have both of his
daughters working in his practice for
the past 15 years: Julie McClure-
Norton, ARNP and Paige McClure
Zehnder, RN. Together, the family

team performs a variety of
treatments for general orthopaedic
conditions, including knee
arthroscopy for meniscus tears;
surgical repair of the rotator cuff
tendon; osteoporosis screening and
treatment; osteoarthritis treatment,
including viscosupplementation
using ultrasound guidance; and
joint nutrition. Their patients range
from 18-year-olds to adults well into
their 90s. Many patients have been
coming to Dr. McClure and his team
for a long time, which says a lot
about their high level of quality
patient care and bedside manner

Dr. McClure graduated cum laude
with a Bachelor of Arts degree from
the University of Pennsylvania,
where he also attended medical
school, earned his M.D. degree with
honors, interned and completed a
four-year residency in orthopaedic
surgery. He was stationed in Subic
Bay, Philippines for two years as a
general medical officer and
lieutenant commander.

After moving his family to
Clearwater shortly after completing
his residency, Dr. McClure
co-founded Orthopaedic Associates
of West Florida. The multi-specialty
practice has significantly grown over
the years. It currently consists of 16
of the most experienced and highly
trained surgeons in the area.

Julie earned her bachelor's degree
in Nursing from Barry University,
and her master's degree in Nursing
from the University of Tampa. Paige
holds a bachelor's in Nursing from
the University of Miami.

"When you come to see us, you
enter as a patient and leave as part
of the family," says Dr. McClure.

John M. McClure, M.D. and
Orthopaedic Associates of West
Florida are located at 430 Morton
Plant St., Suite 301 in Clearwater.
For more information, or to
schedule an appointment, call (727)
461-6026. Visit Orthopaedic
Associates of West Florida online at
OAWF.com.
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FERTILIZERS: AN
ENVIRONMENTAL THREAT

In the quest for the
perfect lawn, people
apply fertilizers and
pesticides to their
yards each year,
priming their grasses
for potentially
serious ecological
and human health
consequences. These
chemicals run off
lawns into local
springs, streams,
lakes and rivers
every time it rains,
eventually washing in
the Gulf of Mexico. The resulting process causes more
than half of our water pollution, thus harming our
waterways and the plants and animals that thrive in
aquatic habitats.

Pinellas County’s fertilizer ordinance prohibits residents
from fertilizing lawns during the rainy season. From June
1 to Sept. 30, fertilizers containing nitrogen and/or
phosphorus cannot be applied to lawns or landscape
plants. Fertilizers are not plant food. They sometimes
can be used to supplement sugars that plants make
through photosynthesis.

If you decide to use a fertilizer, use it properly. It's easy:

- Make fertilizer selections based on need. Decide
which nutrients will give you the result that you want for
your lawn, and then buy only those.

a Use fertilizers sparingly to reduce nitrate levels. More
is not necessarily better. Read and follow all instructions
of the package.

a Do not fertilize when storm events are forecast. This
will help reduce the level of nutrients washing into water
systems during and after the storm.

a Select slow-release fertilizers. They are kinder to the
environment and are usually more cost effective. Look
for terms like “time-released,” “slow-release”, or “water
insoluble nitrogen” on the fertilizer’s package.

@ Remember to fertilize only when needed. Do not
apply more than one pound of nitrogen per 1,000
square feet of grass.

Do your part to preserve our water, coastlines, and
wildlife — the very things that help make our area so
wonderful. For more information about fertilizers or how
to protect our waterways, visit watermatters.org or
beﬁoridion.com.

NO WINE TASTING

The 2015 Abilities Wine Tasting event has been
cancelled. This popular annual food and wine tasting
event, held at the Tropicana Dome for 25 years and
then at the Armed Forces Museum last year, will not be
held this year, but may return in the future. The event,
one of the largest in Pinellas, has netted Abilities over $4
million over the years. The Abilities Foundation is shifting
from special events to focused partnerships. Even their
name is changing to Service Source Florida and Frank
de Lucia will remain the Director of Development. They
will continue to stage wine and food events, but in
smaller venues. For information, visit ServicesSource.org.
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TO TAKE SOCIAL SECURITY OR
NOT, THAT IS THE QUESTION

by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group

As you approach the minimum Social Security
age of 62 you may wonder whether to start as
early as possible, wait until full retirement age
(currently 66), or delay as long as possible to
get the maximum benefit (age 70). Are you
still working and eligible, or are you getting
ready to retire and need to replace income?
Are you divorced? Have you reached full retirement age
AND have children under the age of 182 Should you take
a spousal benefit, and delay your benefit until 702 What if
you are ill and your life expectancy is short, or you need the
cash just fo survive? What are the best strategies? By some
estimates, there are over 85 different opportunities in filing
for Social Security.

Unfortunately, most people believe it is a simple straight
forward decision about when and how to start Social
Security. Nothing could be further from the truth. Further,
when you call Social Security for advice, they are well
intentioned, but often not aware of your personal financial
circumstances. Thus, at best, the advice is not totally
informed.

If you are in poor health, or have limited financial means, it
is often in your best interest to file as early as possible. On
the other hand, if you are still working and have not
reached full retirement age, or if you have reached full
retirement age, are still working, and don’t have a need for
the additional income, especially if you are in good health,
then you are likely leaving money on the table over your
and your spouse’s lifetime by taking the money earlier than
age /0.

Yes, we understand that many folks want to start as soon as
possible as they do not trust the government, want to get
their money back, have heard the benefits could change in
the future, etc. Most of this is idle chatter by talking heads
on TV or in the press that need to sensationalize any issue
to get your aftention. As is usually the case, much of the
truth lies somewhere between “everything will turn up roses
and “Social Security is going bust”.

If you are age 55 or above, we encourage you to work with
a Certified Financial Planner™ at ProVise to help you
determine when, where, and how you can potentially
maximize your Social Security benefits. We use a very
sophisticated software program to help work through the
many nuances of Social Security. So much depends on your
personal circumstances that without this analysis you might
be making a personal financial mistake that is irrevocable.

n”n

When you mention this article, we will prepare the report
and provide a one hour consultation to explain the results
for only $100. If you are not completely satisfied, we will
refund 100% of your payment. Kindly call 727-441-9022
and ask for Evelyn at extension 204 to start the process.

ProVise Management Group, LLC, is located at 611 Druid
Road E., Suite 105 in Clearwater. You can reach me at
(727) 441-9022, or via E-mail: info@provise.com

Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise
Management Group, LLC.

W PROVISE
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PARKING AND CONSTRUCTION UPDATES

By Hoyt Hamilton, City Councilmember

® Parking in downtown Clearwater and on Clearwater Beach will get more convenient this
summer. The City of Clearwater will roll out a mobile application to make it easier to pay for
parking and enc},the days of finding a parking spot in downtown Clearwater and on Clearwater
Beach just to realize you don’t have change.

The mobile app, which is administered by Atlanta-based Parkmobile, will allow people to pay for
parking and add additional time to the parking meter from the convenience of their smart pKone
or tablet device. By adding the mobile app’s notification feature, the mobile app will also send
an alert 15 minutes before time runs out on the parking session. Once the customer gets the
alert, there’s no need to run to the meter. Just confirm or add more time to the parking session
through the Parkmobile app or by visiting parkmobile.com.

Once on the app, the user will include the car’s license, the amount of parking time needed and the parking area
where the vehicle is located. The mobile app will charge the user’s credit card or debit card.

“A person doesn’t have to carry coins or currency,” said Eric Wilson, the city’s parking systems manager.

The Parkmobile app is free to download, but there is a .35-cent fee for each transaction. Residents of Clearwater will
not be charged a transaction fee as long as they register as a city resident through the initial sign-up process.

For people who prefer not to use the mobile app, meters will still be available and will accept currency and credit cards.

® A permit application and drawings to build two Marriott-brand hotels in one location on Clearwater Beach have
been submitted to city staff. The hotels would be a SpringHill Suites on one wing and a Residence Inn on the other
wing. Both hotels will be connected by a common lobby. The hotel, located at 300 South Hamden Dr., will be a
seven-story building with 259 hotel rooms. The estimated construction cost is $32 million. The permit for this project
hasn't been issued.

® A permit application and drawings have also been submitted to city staff for a hotel on Clearwater Beach being
referred to as the Guest House, at 505 South Gulfview Blvd. It will be a 10-story hotel with 344 rooms. The
construction cost is estimated at $19.8 million. The owner of the project is listed as Decade Gulfcoast Hotel Partners of
Brookfield, Wisc.

® Update on the North Beach parking garage: The seven-story Pelican Walk Garage could be built as early as the
end of the year. The location of ’rEe 642-space parking garage would be behind the Pelican Walk Plaza, the shopping
center in the beach’s Mandalay Avenue Business District.
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More Ongariyational News

CLEARWATER BEACH ASSOCIATION

They are a neighborhood association in their 70th year,
that is organized to promote projects of a civic, recreational
and entertainment nature. They meet each month on their
first Tuesday at the Clearwater Beach Rec Center. The next
Board Meetings will be July 7 and August 4. Membership
is only $25 per household. Make checks payable to CBA,
and mail to PO Box 3295, Clearwater Beach, FL 33767.
For more information, contact President Chip Abrahamsen,
ChipAbrahamsen@Gmail.com or board member
Elizabeth Prast at 859-802-6110. Her email is
ESPHOME@Yahoo.com. Visit their new web site at
www.ClearwaterFIBeachAssociation.com

FRIENDS OF THE BEACH REC CENTER & LIBRARY
They work to support and encourage use of the library and
recreation center, located at 69 Bay Esplanade Street.
There are no longer any dues, MEMBERSHIP is FREE.
Donations are still welcome which help the Friends in their
work to provide new opportunities for recreation, learning
and entertainment at the Center. The Friends meet for
lunch at Noon on the third Monday of each month at the
Beach Recreation Center. Guests are welcome. The next
meetings are: June 15, July 20 and August 17. For more
information, call Donna Elilason, 727-442-4184 or Linda
Owens 260-894-0270.

ISLAND ESTATES YACHT CLUB

The Island Estates Yacht Club holds monthly meetings,
events and parties as well as the December Annual
Memorial Boat Parade.

Memberships are available and owning a boat is not
required. Contact Commodore Paul Lightfoot 727-744-
1728 or Rear Commodore Mary O'Connor 727-595-
5952 for information.

CLEARWATER YACHT CLUB

They are holding a Summer Membership program until
the end of September. Membership is $100 a month, with
no initiation fee. There is no minimum spending. At the
end of the summer, you can elect to join as a full member,
social or junior member.

The Yacht Club is proud to recognize three alumni of our
youth sailing program for being named to the Olympic
and Paralympic Sailing Teams:
Paige Railey, Laser Radial, (Daughter of Dan & Ann Railey)
Brad Funk, 49er, (Son of Dick & Joyce Funk, Harbor Bluffs)
Brad Kendell, Sonar, (Son of Patti Kendell, Island Estates)
Visit USSAILING.org/Olympics/Teams/USST for their photos.
We look forward to seeing them in Rio in 2016

Half of their members don’t have a boat. Most of their
social activities center around regular parties. Many events
are held at their in-house restaurant or Tiki-Bar out back.
To learn more visit www. Clwyc.org, email
Office@CLWYC.org or call 447-6000.

BELLEAIR WOMEN'’S REPUBLICAN CLUB

They meet monthly on the first Friday, with issue
appropriate speakers. Meetings are for lunch at 11:30am
at the Belleair Country Club, and normally cost $22. There
will be no meetings through August.

To RSVP for meetings, call Sherri Morton at 581-8313 or
email her at SherrieMorton@TampaBay.RR.com if you are
interested in getting involved. For more information, visit
BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com
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John Funk & Emily Pearl, We Are Your Neighbors!
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FEARLESS HEALTH

by Bob Clark, Belleair Christian Science practitioner

You know things are bad when “phobophobia” (fear of
fear itself) becomes one of 530 documented phobias
now on record.

Many medical doctors agree that a large percentage of
disease is rooted in fear and anxiety. These are also the
biggest drivers of over diagnosis and overtreatment,
which are two chief causes of the upward spiraling cost
of healthcare. Gilbert Welch chronicles and analyzes this
phenomenon in his 2012 book Overdiagnosed: Making
People Sick in the Pursuit of Health.

Here are some ideas |'ve found helpful in battling the
fear of disease that surrounds and sometimes
overwhelms us:

1. Tune out. We can be selective about what we take into
thought through the media, especially TV. Tuning out
negative advertising can help eliminate the fearful
expectation of disease. Images of painwracked actors on
dru? commercials, descriptions of disease and
dysfunction, often stay with us mentally and create fear
and suffering. Researchers call this the “nocebo effect”,
where negative expectations or fear can actually cause
symptoms. The New Yorker of March 29, 2013 featured
an article titled “The Nocebo Effect: How we worry
ourselves sick” which said, “After the 1995 Aum Shinrikyo
sarin nerve gas attack in Tokyo, for example, hospitals
were flooded with patients suffering from the highly
publicized potential symptoms, like nausea and dizziness,
but who had not, it turned out, been exposed to the
sarin.”

2. Pray. | find daily prayer a powerful way to counteract

fear. | often start by quietly affirming the presence and
power of God as divine love. On this basis, consistent,
proactive prayer helps me replace mindless fear with a
God derived sense of calm, and this has often brought
me physical healing, too.

3. Recognize and confront the fear of disease. Christian
healer and teacher Mary Baker Eddy, encouraged her
patients and students to “master fear, instead of
cultivating it” and to “take antagonistic grounds against
all that is opposed to the health, holiness and harmony
of man, God's image”. She went on to explain: “When
fear disappears, the foundation of disease is gone.” So
we have a choice here. We can fear disease and its
consequences, or we can research and contemplate the
spiritual source and nature of health. We can learn for
ourselves how the body is affected by replacing fear with
the spiritual confidence that God's love Ear us is truly
substantive and practical.

4. Love. Love is the greatest fear buster of all. The Bible
tells us that “love contains no fear—indeed fully
developed love expels every particle of fear” (I John
4:18, B Phillips translation). Developing our innate
spiritual ability to love fully and unconditionally is a
powerful antidote to all fear, including the fear of
disease.

We don't ever need to be overwhelmed by the fear of
disease. We can all live a healthier life by identifying and
confronting the fear of disease with courage and
wisdom...and love.

Read Bob Clark’s blog at simplyhealthyflorida.com.
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The Mayor and the students of St. Cecelia School

ST. CECELIA SCHOOL CELEBRATE
CLEARWATER’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

Jason Poulos a 2nd Grade student of St. Cecelia Catholic
School has a summer birthday and as a result does not
get to celebrate his birthday during the school year.
Jason’s mother in conjunction with the 2nd grade teachers
decided to plan a celebration for Jason and other
classmates who also have summer birthdays. Mrs. Poulos
asked her son for ideas on how to make the celebration
extra special. Jason came up with the idea to invite Mayor
Cretekos to celebrate as Clearwater was celebrating its
100th birthday on May 28th. Jason sent the Mayor an
email asking him to attend and he accepted! The students
set to work making a banner to commemorate
Clearwater’s 100th and ordered a birthday cake as a
special treat. Mayor Cretekos was presented with a school
umbrella signed by the 2nd grade students as a way to
demonstrate that St. Cecelia School has him covered since
as the Mayor he has the City of Clearwater covered!
Happy Birthday Clearwater

CLEANING OUT YOUR CLOSETS?

Schools is out! Summer is here! Are you cleaning out your
closets? We sure hope you are!l Consider donating your
?en’rly used clothes to Clothes To Kids. We have a need
or young boy’s and girl’s shorts and pants sizes 6-16;
short sleeve tops M, L and XL and school shoes.

CTK operates year-round and continues to provide more
than 11,000 wardrobes to low-income or in crisis, school
aged children each year. We are extremely low on
summer clothing and shoes, please help us fill the
shopping bags!

Clothes To Kids is a not-for-profit organization which
provides free clothing to low-income, school-age children
in Pinellas County, free of charge. For more information,
please call 441-5050 or visit our website at

www. ClothesToKids.org. In 2012, CTK was awarded a 4
star rating by Charity Navigator
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VACATIONS FOR OUR AMERICAN HEROES

The Hyatt Regency Clearwater Resort & Spa, along with the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium and other local businesses,
teamed up with Troop Rewards, a Tampa-based non-profit,
that provides recovery vacations to deployed U.S. soldiers,
and their families, returning home from a recent deployment.
They hosted ten returning service members, and their families,
to an all-expense paid luxury recovery vacation starting on
Memorial Day.

The Memorial Day kick-off reception included a “Welcome
Home Reception” for the group of selected families with
special guests, Ambassador Jessica Schwartzkopf (General
Schwartzkopf’s Daughter), Ret. Army Brig Gen. Joe Oder
MacDill Air Force Base’s Vice Commander, Clearwater Mayor
George Cretekos, Col. Andre Briere, and Deputy Chief of

Public Affairs
Terry Montrose
among others,
to help
welcome the
families

home.

The Hyatt Regency Resort’s General Mcnger, Dena Roady,
learned of the event at a February local Innkeepers meeting
“Once | heard what they were doing | was immediately on
board, we are honored to partner with Troop Rewards and
our community in hosting our American heroes. Their
dedication and sacrifice inspires us each day and it is our
opportunity to give back to them.” Dena Roady said.
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LETTER CARRIERS COLLECT NEARLY
55,000 POUNDS OF FOOD

On Saturday, May 9th, the National Association of Letter
Carriers held their 23rd annual Stamp Out Hunger Food
Drive. Carriers collected non-perishable food donations left
by mailboxes and in post offices and delivered them to local
food banks, pantries and shelters. Over the history of the
food drive, more than one billion pounds of food has been
collected across the nation.

Pinellas County’s RCS Food Bank received an nearly 55,000
pounds of food thanks to the partnership of Largo,
Seminole, and Highpoint post offices. The effort included
133 volunteers throughout the day and the lease of an
additional 3 box trucks to coordinate deliveries.

“The timing of the Letter Carrier’s Food Drive is excellent,”
according to RCS President/CEO Caitlin Higgins Joy. “For
many students on free or reduced lunch, school offers their
only meal of the day. When schools let out in the summer,
families need somewhere to turn to help makes ends meet.”

For the 5,500 people that RCS Food Bank serves each
month the annual Stamp Out Hunger drive is crucial. “This
one day event is a lifeline for the RCS Food Bank, says RCS
Food Bank Director Alex Thomas. “Without the donated
food and effort of our area mail carriers, our community
would struggle during May, June, and July.” Over 50% of
the members of households served by RCS are children
under 18 years old.

Many families really struggle more in the summer months:
e Families with school age children reliant on the free-
breakfast and free-lunch programs must find alternative
food sources.

@ School-age kids on summer break need childcare while
parents are working.

e Household utility costs rise with the summer temperatures.
e Reduced seasonal work in the service sector shrinks many
parents’ income in the summer months.

To learn more about how RCS provides help and hope to
people in need visit the website at www.RCSpinellas.org

POWER SQUADRON COURSES

The Clearwater Sail and Power Squadron will host state a
Certified Safe Boating course on Saturday, August 1st from
8am to 5pm.

Instruction is by certified instructors. There is a $45 charge
for the text and the material; lunch is included. Topics
incorporated in the class include boat types, navigation
rules, channel marker system and new federal laws. This
course is aimed at getting you back to port safely.

The Clearwater Sail and Power Squadron is located inland
at 1000 Cleveland Street and holds classes on safe boating
and navigation.

For additional information or to register for this course, call
447-0789 or 441-8775 and leave a message or visit their
web site at www.ClearwaterPowerSquadron.org

HERITAGE VILLAGE KIDS PASSPORTS

Heritage Village is offering a Passport Adventures program
for children 4 to 11. The two-hour history program is
designed for a variety of groups, including Summer Camps
and Church Groups. The groups will spend time in the old
Florida piney woods, touring historical houses and
participating in kid friendly activities. Sessions begin at
10am, Wednesdays through Fridays through August 7.
Advanced registration is required -$3 per child. Visit
www.PinellasCounty.org/Heritage or call 582-2123
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FIVE YEARS OF SUNSET CINEMAS
by Rusty Pearl

| first learned about outdoor movies through a close friend
of mine, Bobby Ray Hamner, who lived in Orlando. He
mentioned some Orlando area hotels were offering free
movies on their pool decks, using an inflatable screen. He
said families really enjoyed the free events.

| started to think, how can we utilize a free movie night on
our beach? After researching outdoor inflatable screens to
see if it was even practical, | then had the challenge of
trying to convince the city it would be a good idec.

| approached Lisa and Steve Chandler, who operate the
city concession stand at Pier 60, and are also responsible
for the nightly Sunset Festival at the Pier 60 Park. With their
help and encouragement, we were able to convince the
city to give us a three month trial period to test the movies
at the park.

The next challenge, and still an ongoing challenge, was to
get local businesses to use this cinematic billboard to
promote their businesses with commercials shown before
the movie and during intermission. The generosity of our
current commercial sponsors is the only way the movies
are able to continue.

Over the last five years, we have been able to show
movies every Friday and Saturday night, year-round,
except during times of inclement weather or special city
events that require the use of the same space. | estimate
we have shown close to 500 P PG, PG-13 movies to our
tourist and residents.

A number of articles have been written about our Sunset
Cinema in the local papers, USA Today and tourist
publications. Clearwater Beach is a family-friendly beach,
and events like the Sugar Sand Festival, the nightly Sunset
Festival at Pier 60 with local artisans and street performers
and five years of free Sunset Cinema movies help keep us
at the top of the family friendly destination list.

UPCOMING SUNSET CINEMAS

Sunset Cinema provides free movies on the beach every Friday
and Saturday. Beach towels, blankets and low lawn chairs are
welcome. Movies begin at dusk. Popcorn and beverages will be
available on site. See the complete schedule online at
www.SunsetsAtPier60.com or by calling 449-1036.

JUNE
19 TEEN BEACH MOVIE /NR
20 INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST CRUSADE /PG-13
26 SOUL SURFER /PG s,
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JULY: i
3 MCFARLAND /PG 1
4 NATIONAL TREASURE /rPG

10 DESPICABLE ME 2 /PG !
11 THE THEORY OF EVERYTHING /PG-13 ;-1

17 HARRY POTTER & THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN /PG
18 MEAN GIRLS /PG-13

24 BACK TO THE FUTURE /PG
25 HUNGER GAMES: CATCHING FIRE /PG-13

31 FINDING NEMO /G
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1081 Eldorado Ave
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Local OW News

SAND KEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION

They had a float and participated in the City’s Centenniall
Parade, May 30th. Their Bench Replacement Plan on Gulf
Blvd has been delayed. The SKCA is contacting state
senators and representatives about beach renourishment.
They say that their allocation of Amendment 1 funds is
inadequate

They meet monthly on the first Wednesday of the month at
7pm in the Clearwater Community Sailing Center. There
are no meetings until September. All Sand Key owners are
automatically members when enrolled by their condo
association, as long as the total dues are paid by their
respective condo association. E-mail President Al
Zimmerman at AL.Zimmerman2@Verizon.net

ISLAND ESTATES WOMAN'’S CLUB
There are no meetings until September

This is the 52nd year of the Island Estates Woman’s Club.
The group encourages a spirit of goodwill and cooperation
in affairs pertaining to the welfare and betterment of the
community. Members enjoy their time together with
activities that include monthly luncheons, book group,
bowling and bridge. Membership is open to all women
who are residents of Island Estates. Membership dues are
$20. Guests are welcome. To join, call Lynne McCaskill

2015 President, at 430-1911.

CLEARWATER ALL AMERICAN SERTOMA CLUB
SERTOMA is an acronym for SERvice TO MAnkind.
Sertomans dedicate their efforts to helping the less
fortunate among us, specifically those with speech and
hearing difficulties. Their main fundraiser is BINGO,
played twice a week at Alternate 19 at Curlew Road. They
meet the first and third Thursdays of the month for lunch.

CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB

The Clearwater Garden Club meets twice a month from
October through May, at 405 Seminole Street, Clearwater.
There are no meetings until October. For information
contact, Alice Jarvis, President, at 391-3066 or email at
bgjala@aol.com. Get more information at
www.ClearwaterGardenClub.org.

CLEARWATER BEACH ROTARY

The Rotary of Clearwater Beach now holds their weekly
meetings at the Carlouel Yacht Club every Thursday at
noon. The organization will celebrate their 62nd birthday
in November. John Funk, President, can be reached at
599-3864 or visit www.ClearwaterBeachRotary.com.

SUNCOAST CAMERA CLUB

This group promotes better photography. Make friends
with people who share your interests, improve your
photography and share your work. The next meeting is
June 23 at The Hospice of Florida, 5771 Roosevelt Blvd at
7pm. For information, visit SuncoastCameraClub.org or
call Veronica Serra at 512-4878.

PINELLAS REPUBLICAN PARTY

The Pinellas County Republican Party meets once a month
on the second Monday of each month. The next meeting
is July 13th at 7pm. All meetings are held at Banquet
Masters, 13344 49th Street North, Clearwater. New
members are invited at 6pm for orientation.

Call Charlotte Smith at 539-6009 for more information.
Get more info at www.PinellasRepublicans.com.

CLEARWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Thursday Tours are still held on the first and third Thursdays
(all year) from 8:30 to 11:30am. Saturday Hours will
resume in November.

Their new and better web site is up and running with many
new photos and new updated information at
www.ClearwaterHistoricalSociety.org

Membership is $10 for individuals, $5 students, $20 family,
$150 corporate, $250 life and $500 patron. Call Bill
Wallace 446-2676 or Michael Sanders 434-1684.

ISLAND ESTATES CIVIC ASSN.

They are sponsoring a Memorial Causeway Clean Up Day
on Saturday, June 27 beginning at 8am as part of the
Adopt-a-Trail agreement with the City. Everyone is welcome
to participate. Sign up is located at the Northeast corner of
Island Way and the Causeway. All equipment and vests
are supplied by the City. Students can get community
service credit with this event. They are also planning a 5k
Run Labor Day weekend.

This community organization is comprised of Island
Estates residents and business owners, with a mission to
promote the safety, welfare, spirit and unique lifestyle of
the Island Estates community. They strive to promote the
interests of the community and assist and support
members. They act as a clearinghouse for matters of
community concern and interest, gain consensus and
speak as a uniform voice of the community to local
government. They meet the second Monday of each
month in the new Classroom Building in the Clearwater
Aquarium. The next meetings are: July 13 and August
10th. For more information, contact President Mary Lau
at 813-335-6770.

Dues for membership are $50 per year. Businesses pay
$60. Dues pay for electrical service, fixtures, maintaining
the shrubbery, planting, trimming, spraying, weeding,
maintaining the American Flag and events

GREATER CLEARWATER WOMAN'’S CLUB

The Clearwater Community Woman'’s Club is a member
club of the General Federation of Women's Clubs
(GFWC), one of the world’s largest and oldest volunteer
service organizations. They meet monthly on the third
Tuesday of the month at 11 am, at the Clearwater Main
Library, 100 N, Cleveland Street. There are no meetings
until October. For information about any meeting, call
Kay Estock at 536-7737. For more information about
the club, contact Martha Hickey at 813-765-6219. Visit
www.ClearwaterCWC.org.

MILITARY ORDER OF THE WORLD WARS

The Clearwater Chapter of the Military Order of the World
Wars meets for lunch on the first Tuesday of each month at
the Belleair Country Club. Social hour begins at 11:30am

followed by lunch and a short program. The next meetings
are: June 2 and July 7.

Members are retired active duty Military Officers and their
spouses or widows. They welcome new members. To RSVP
for lunch or to consider joining, please call LTC. George

Smith at 786-5578.
DAUGHTERS OF AMERICAN REVOLUTION (DAR)
They meet on the third Friday of every month at the

Belleair Country Club for a luncheon beginning at
11:30am. To join, please call Linda Mintz at 488-1068
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HOME GROWN BUILDER MIKE CHEEZEM, JMC COMMUNITIES

By Bob Giriffin, Publisher

Mike Cheezem, and JMC
Communities, has been in the spotlight
lately. The company recently acquired
the historic Belleview Biltmore property.
JMC has received approval to build a
multi-family project and has already
started demolition of the hotel.

Who is Mike Cheezem, the person
behind JMC? Before we can talk about
Mike Cheezem, we need to mention
his father, Charles (Charlie) K.
Cheezem, whose local residential
projects date back to the late 1940s.
Charlie was a Civil Engineering
student at Clemson when WWII broke
out. “His entire class was called to
serve in the war,” says son Mike. “My
dad was involved in the Batile of the
Bulge and helped build bridges in the
reconstruction of France.”

“After the war, Dad moved to Florida
in 1948 and started a home building
business. He always did things in a big
way,” Mike explained. “He started a
company and built homes and
condominiums before people knew
what a condo was.” He built projects
in Seminole (Ridgewood Village) and
in St. Petersburg’s Northeast
(Thunderwood Homes). He was one of
the first condo builders in Pinellas
County and built the Sea Towers on
Duhme Road in Madeira Beach,
buildings in Sand Key and other major
projects.

Then the oil embargo of 1974
hit...and things changed. Sensing
there would be more opportunities in
South Florida, he built some large
projects in Miami’s Key Biscayne and
South Beach. Charlie sold Cheezem
Development Company in 1985.

Mike was raised in Pinellas County. He
went to St. Pete High, Northeast High,
then FSU and UNC-Chapel Hill where
he received his Masters in Finance and
Real Estate. He lives in Snell Isle with
his family and has an office at 2201
4th Street N in St. Petersburg.

One might think Mike just walked in
and took over the family business.
That is not exactly how it happened.
worked for my father starting from
when | was 12,” Mike reflects. “I
helped around the construction sites
digging footers and laying sod.”

Mike got tired of working as a laborer
with his dad’s company and asked his
dad how to get more involved in the
business. His dad said, “Go build
something.” So he did. While in
college, he bought land and built a
simple eight-unit apartment building in

III

Madeira Beach. “Me
and my buddies did
most of the work
ourselves. We sold it
and made a small
profit. That got me
motivated,” he
remembers. In
Tallahassee, while at
FSU, he built his first
single family home.
He continued to
work for his dad
during the summers
in Pinellas and
Miami.

In 1978, aofter he

A

completed his
Masters degree, Mike started JMC
Communities, a development
company.

He has teamed up with partners to
build some of the largest and best-
known multi-family condos in Pinellas

County.
Here is a list of JMC's area projects:

® St. Petersburg: Ovation, Florencia,
Bacopa Bay, Dolphin Cay, Winston
Park Northeast, Rowland Place

® Clearwater Beach: The Sandpearl
Resort, JIMC Resort Properties, Belle
Harbor Condos, Mandalay Beach Club

¢ Sand Key: The Grande, The Meridian

® South Pasadena: Harborside &
Pasadena Cove

® Tampa: The Bellamy on Bayshore

® Bradenton: Pinebrook & Wood Park
at Desoto Square

® Dunedin: Victoria Place, a mixed-
use project under construction on
Main Street.

So what is planned for Belleair2 JIMC
plans to build approximately 132
living units on the multi-acre Biltmore
site In @ community to be called
Belleview Place. There will be 28
townhomes and four six-level buildings
with 26 units each (for a total of 104
condo units) and a small inn called the
Belleview Inn.

The main road info the development,
the Grand Boulevard, will lead to the
Belleview Inn, which is being created
by saving and renovating the hotel’s
original lobby, along with 33 adjoining
rooms. The areas to the north, south
and west are where the new structures
will be built.

“We have cleared all the approvals
with the city and other boards,” says
Mike. The Belleair Planning and
Zoning Board voted unanimously to

recommend the zoning change for
mixed-use. The Commission gave
preliminary approval on May 20. A
second and final hearing, and vofte, is
scheduled for June 17.

“Most of the residents understand that
a 400-room hotel is not viable on this
site anymore,” says Mike. “The original
hotel was built in 1897 by Henry Plant.
People went there by train and horse-
drawn carriages. It is not on the beach
and not on any major roadway. Times
and habits have changed.”

Demolition of part of the hotel has
already begun, and construction of the
project is planned to begin soon. It is
estimated to take three years with an
estimated cost of $125 million.

In addition to saving and renovating
the original lobby, which will become
the Belleview Inn, “we will salvage and
reuse many of the items from the old
hotel elsewhere on the property,” Mike
says, “such as the Tiffany glass in the
ballroom, wood floors, bricks,
moldings and some doors.”

In the Inn, JMC plans to restore the
grandeur of the original building built
by Plant, with a gracious lobby,
meeting rooms, and exhibits on the
walls that will share the history of the
hotel through the years.

“We hope our development and inn
will continue to make the Belleview
Biltmore the “social center” of the
Town of Belleair,” Mike says. “We work
very hard on each of our communities
to create a unique and special sense
of place utilizing historic precedence
and timeless architecture. We feel like
we are not only giving our owners a
spectacular home, but that we are
giving back to our communities.”

Get more information on JMC
Communities on their web site at
www.JMCCommunities.com.
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One of a Kind Penthouse South Tampa Living at it's Best!
with the Mast Magnificent Verandas in all Clearwator Beach 47071 BAYSHORE BLVD, #1403, TAMPA
10 PAPAYA 5T, #1404, CLEARWATER BEACH 3 Badioam & 3 Bah | 2 430 S5 1
4 Faceom & 371 Beth | 4065 50 F Offerad at $975,000
OHered at 52,989,000

130' on Lake Tarpon Boater's Pal:adiﬁﬂi
F509 SHORELINE CIR, PALM HAFIE_[]H 3220 WESTSHORE DR, NEW PORT RICHEY
5 Bedroam & 572 Batr | 73555 F £ Sarranm & 442 Bat | e r20 Sh
Offerad at $1,375,000 Offerad at $1,850,000

Call me with all your
real estate needs!

Tara Beheshti - 727.417.6620
(COASTAL CHRISTIE’S

PROPERTIES G ROUP INTERMATHIRAL INTERMATHIMAL REAL ESTATE




SAND KEY
REALTY

Wide open water views overlooking the developments own private beach from your kitchen, master
bedroom and vour great room. 2 bedrooms and 2 baths wiassigned parking. You will ses the wide
open water views the moment you open the door. The unit is ready for you to call this condo homa.
MNew paint and carpeting already done. Ready for you to fumish and move in.

This home can be yours for $ 320,000.00  Call Brian Pelfrey 727-871-0871

The building allows seasonzl remtals. We are a full service company offering our clienis rents management.

Two great watarfront locations to serve you! Serving Sand Key for over 40 Years. 727-443-0032




