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Christmas
Celebrations Past
and Present
Before Sand Key - before Island
Estates - and while much of
Clearwater Beach was still sandspurs
and palmetto bushes, there was
Christmas on the Clearwater Islands.
The first recorded event was a
Christmas parade down Mandalay
Avenue, probably from the Palm
Pavilion to Causeway Boulevard and
return, in 1949 or 1950.
Major Clifford McKay had recently
purchased a Christmas green
Crosby station wagon. Thinking this
called for a parade, he placed a
crepe paper covered pot of giant
artificial Poinsettias on top of the
miniature car. Then he challenged
the handful of businessmen on
Clearwater Beach to join him in a
Chapel by the Sea’s Living Nativity Scene
parade. The only thing I remember
about the parade was my brother and I donning Santa hats and riding in the Poinsettia decorated Crosby, singing
"Jingle Bells" at the top of our lungs. It was not a very sophisticated parade, ane was the first, and last Christmas
parade on Clearwater Beach.
In the years that followed lavish, Christmas parties for the entire community were held at the Memorial Civic Center at
the entrance to Clearwater Beach. Each year, the Civic Center Committee placed a large, colorfully decorated tree in
the lobby. There was always Christmas carols, a visit by Santa and homemade refreshments. The Civic Center
Christmas parties were held annually until 1972.
In 1961, the Chapel-By-The-Sea started presenting an outdoor, living nativity scene during the Christmas season. The
play was presented continuously for several hours for two nights. Initiated and directed by Keith and Dolores Estes, the
program featured the young people of the church as actors in the drama. At one time, there were live animals in the
cast, including a donkey. Tethered outside the church all night between performances, the donkey tended to serenade
the neighbors rather loudly. One young "Joseph" attempted to ride it, with bruising results. So the inclusion of live
animals ceased but the outdoor nativity presentations lasted until around the middle eighties.
No one remembers when the Christmas Eve Candle Light Service began at the Chapel-By-The-Sea, but it is still a
tradition, enjoyed each year by as many people as can find a spot at the church.
Community Christmas Caroling on Clearwater Beach has always been sponsored by the Clearwater Beach
Association, in cooperation with the Chapel-By-The-Sea. The first caroling was an awkward affair as members of the
board and their families wandered along the streets of North Clearwater Beach, singing carols from door to door. The
next year they caroled from a hayride around the Beach.
After that, caroling was planned for Mandalay Park, next to the fire house. Decorating the park was done with varying
success depending how many volunteers helped. At first, all the trees in the park were festooned with white lights. Then
the CBA persuaded the City to plant a real Christmas tree which was decorated until it died.
The caroling is especially popular with our visitors. This particular celebration is at least 30 years old and was better
than ever in 2008, with Tim Lindblom and his four daughters leading the caroling.
For a brief time, volunteers from the CBA annually strung
white lights on the carrot wood trees in front of the
Clearwater Marina. None of the volunteers will forget the
challenge of untangling miles of tree lights and then
stringing them in the trees, using a long-handled device
designed by John Doran who was usually chairman of the
decorating committee.
continued inside...
story and photo by Anne Garris
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ClearWater beaCh
neighborhood neWsletter
This is our 18th Clearwater Beach
Neighborhood Newsletter. We started
this publication in December of 2009.
You will find articles and local
information about the Beach area
inside. We call it a Neighborhood
Newsletter because it is primarily
about your neighborhood, Clearwater
Beach. It is mailed it to the entire zip
code of 33767 including Island Estates
and Sand Key.
We want your input. How did you like
this issue? What suggestions do you
have for future issues and articles?
We hope you enjoy this newsletter. We
call it a “Neighborhood Newsletter”
because it is about Clearwater Beach,
your neighborhood. It is mailed to
about 5,000 households and includes
Island Estates and Sand Key. We
publish this edition six times a year.
Call or email us,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997
bob@griffindirectories.com
see You again in februarY!

cITy NUmberS
CitY hall 562-4250
112 S. Osceola Avenue
www.clearwater-fl.com
maYor offiCe . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4050
maYor - George N. Cretekos - Seat 1
CitY CounCil . . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4042
Doreen Hock-DiPolito - Seat 2
Jay Polglaze - Seat 3 Bill Jonson - Seat 4
Paul F. Gibson (Vice-Mayor) - Seat 5
CitY manager . . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4040
William Horne
assistant CitY manager . . 562-4040
building Permits . . . . . . . . 562-4558
human resourCes . . . . . . . 562-4870
Planning & Zoning . . . . . 562-4567
PubliC serViCes . . . . . . . . . . 562-4950
PubliC utilities . . . . . . . . . . 562-4600
PubliC utilities emergenCY462-6633
ClearWater gas. . . . . . . . . . 562-4980
solid Waste . . . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4920
Pier 60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 462-6466
marina. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 462-6954
ParKs and reC . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4800
PubliC librarY . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4970
Visitor info Center . . . . . . 442-3604
emergenCies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
PoliCe non-emergenCY. . . 562-4242
fire dePartment . . . . . . . . . 562-4334
PoliCe hotline. . . . . . . . . . . 562-4080
neighborhood liaison . . 562-4554
------------------------------------------------Chamber of CommerCe . . . 447-7600
333 South Gulfview Blvd, Clearwater Beach
Post offiCe island estates 449-8732
sand KeY ParK . . . . . . . . . . . 588-4852
Shelter Reservations,PinellasCounty.org/park
marine aQuarium . . . . . . . 441-1790
249 Windward Passage, Island Estates
ClearWater sailing Ctr . . 517-7776
1001 Gulf Blvd, Sand Key
JolleY trolleY . . . . . . . . . . 445-1200
483 Mandalay Avenue, Suite 213
ClearWater YaCht Club . . . 447-6000
830 Bayway Blvd South
Carlouel homeoWners assn
Kris Hampsey, President . . . . . 441-4188
little league
. . . . . 813-486-4430
John Murphy

rotarY, Clearwater Beach meets every
Thursday, 12:15pm at Shephard’s lunch
Adam Bottie, President . . . . 466-8692
ClearWater beaCh assoCiation
Wendy Hutkin, President . . . . 216-3274
ClearWater garden Club
. . . . . . . . . 443-7032
Cathy Foley
sand KeY CiViC assoCiation
Meets first Wednesdays each month at the
Clearwater Community Sailing Center
Richard Jackson, President . . . 595-3575
island estates CiViC assoCiation
. . . 813-335-6770
Mary Lau, President
www.MyIslandEstates.org
island estates Women's Club
Mary Wadsworth, President . . 447-7182
friends of the librarY
. . . . . . . . 446-4410
Anne Garris
ClearWater historiCal soCietY
David Allbritton, President . . . 481-5102
------------------------------------------------Pinellas CountY info . . . . 464-3000
Commission offiCes. . . . . . 464-3000
Susan Latvala, CWB/Island Estates 464-3276
Karen Seel, Sand Key. . . . . . . . 464-3278
state:
Senator Jack Latvala . . . . . 727-545-9566
Republican, District 20
2050 Tall Pines Drive, Suite A, Largo
Jack@JackLatvala.com
Senator Jeff Brandes . . . . . 727-552-2573
Republican, District 22
3637 Fourth St. N., Suite 101 St. Petersburg
jeff.brandes@myfloridahouse.gov
Representative Larry Ahern 727-545-6421
Republican, District 66
5511 Park Street N. St. Petersburg
larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
florida united states senators:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area united states rePresentatiVe:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

caLeNdar OF LOcaL eVeNTS
december

Winter Begins
21
Public Schools closed
24-7
Carlouel HOA Golf Cart Parade 24
Kwanzaa Begins
26
Blast Friday Cleveland Street
28
Dog Parade Botanical Gardens 29
Outback Bowl comes to the beach 30
Fireworks at Sand Key Park
31

2013 Happy New year!
JaNUary:

Outback Bowl in Tampa
1
Little League Sign Ups Begins
5
Public Schools reopen
7
Beach Walk Chapel By The Sea Walk 19

Clearwater Half-A-Thon Run
20
Martin Luther King Day
21
Blast Friday Cleveland Street 25
Folk Festival Heritage Village 26
Postage
Rate
Increase
27
Backwater’s Chili Cook-off Sand Key 27

FebrUary:

SuperBowl
3
Florida State Fair Opens
7
Yard Sale St Brendan’s Island Estates 9-10
Sea Blues Walk Cleveland Street 15
Clearwater Sea-Blues Festival 16-17
Presidents Day
18
Clearwater International Regatta 20-24
Blast Friday Cleveland Street
22
Sand Key Triathlon
23
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Did You Know...
neW historY
booK A new book
recently published
celebrates Pinellas
County’s 100th
Anniversary. Jim
Schnur, Professor of
History at USF St.
Petersburg authored the
book. It is available at
Heritage Village’s book
store, 11909 125th
Street Largo, (727)
582-2123. All
proceeds go to the
Pinellas Historical
Society to help pay for
programming, events
and operations. It
would make an
excellent Christmas gift. After all, we are still celebrating
the
100th year..
_________________________________________________
saVe the date, marCh 14 Be part of Caladesi
Island’s future with an evening of celebration and
fundraising at the Sandpearl Resort to make the planned
Discover Center vision - an open air interpretive structure
on the site of the old firetower - a reality. For information
about sponsorships, contact Cindy Farris, 727.452.4668 or
cynthiafarris@msn.com.
_________________________________________________
PerfeCt Christmas gift The Clearwater Beach
Chamber participated in the publication of a new “art
book” detailing the Clearwater Beach area. This coffee
table styled photo book features many areas around our
community. Waterfront Art Gallery, Dan Freise and Ryan
Freise did the photography and printed the book. It is
similarto a Dunedin project they recently did. The Beach
Chamber is selling the books and they are also available
at area gift shops. To buy the book, call 447-7600.
___________________________________________________
need another CoPY? Pick up another copy of this
newsletter at the Beach Chamber Office, The Beach Rec
Center, Island Estates Print Shack, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli &
the Island Estates UPS store.
____________________
thanK You
ClearWater
beaCh! Budget
Blinds "Giving Back to
Clearwater" program
was very successful.
With your support,
they were able to
donate 50 turkeys
from customers and
friends of Budget
Blinds to the Salvation
Army for
Thanksgiving. They
also are collecting
more for Christmas. With every blinds purchase, a turkey
was donated in the customers name. Owner Carolyn
Tricoli also solicited cash donations that were matched by
Budget Blinds matched. BudgetBlinds is located at 600
Mandalay Ave., on Clearwater Beach.
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golfCart holidaY
Parade Residents of
Carlouel (North Beach)
with golf carts are
invited to participate in
the annual Holiday
Golf Cart Parade,
Sunday, December
23rd. Decorate your
cart and ride through
the streets of Carlouel.
to participate, call
President Kris Hampsey
at 441-4188.
____________________
santa buCKs at Publix The Abilities Foundation is
partnering with Publix again this holiday season with their
Santa Dollars. This special card has a real, new dollar bill
in it, but the dollar has a special “Santa seal” in the middle.
The dollar and card costs $2.50. The extra $1.50 goes to
The Abilities Foundation. Recipients can remove the Santa
sticker and spend the dollar or keep it as a novelty. They will
be offered at area Publix stores through December 26th.
For more information, go to www.SantaDollars.com. Learn
more about Abilities at www.AbilitiesFoundation.com.
_________________________________________________
fireWorKs Clearwater Beach will have fireworks on New
Year’s Eve. The Clearwater Beach Chamber of Commerce
is paying for it with the help of sponsors. They will be
launched at midnight out of Sand Key Park and can be
viewed from the beaches on Sand Key and most of
Clearwater Beach. The chamber is hosting a VIP viewing
party at the Holiday Inn pool. The cost is $65.
___________________________________________________
Postage going uP The US Post Office is raising the
price of a first class stamp. They do this yearly now. January
27th the cost of mailing a standard letter will go from 45¢
to 46¢. The cost of a postcard will go from 32¢ to 33¢. The
new global “forever” stamp, good for all international
letters is $1.10. Currently prices for international letters vary.
_____________________
rotarY Club of
ClearWater beaCh
honors Past
President The Rotary
Club of Clearwater
Beach honored Herb
Brown, former president
of Rotary International
at a recent luncheon.
Herb Brown was
presented with a
Certificate of
Appreciation by Club
President Adam Bottie, and Fundraising Chairman John
Funk for Herb's donation of a parking lot across from
Coachman Park. The lot is used during events held at the
park to raise funds for the club's volunteer activities. Herb
led the Rotary International from 1995-1996. He has
been a member of Rotary since 1945 after returning
home from WWII. He moved to Clearwater after his
chain of discount stores merged with Eckerd Drugs in
1970. Herb spoke of his encounters with many famous
figures during his years of service in Rotary including
personal audiences with Pope John Paul, Nelson
Mandela, and Mother Theresa.
___________________________________________________
our next issue is februarY Read this, as well as
other issues, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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Christmas, Continued

Shortly after Island Estates became a settled community,
the neighbors began to decorate for Christmas. Doors
and windows, eaves and rooftops were decorated, as
well as front lawns and shrubbery. Shortly after
Thanksgiving, charming creatures in colorful array began
to appear on Island Estates lawns, everything from
squirrels to Santas to angels shown in bright display,
some of them animated. The Island Estates Association
offered prizes for several categories.
The residents were proud to call their island "Christmas
Island" and invited folks from all over to come enjoy the
wonderland. At one point, the response was so enthusiastic
that traffic became a problem in the days before Christmas.
Each year the December meeting of the Association was
well attended by residents anxious to see who had won the
plaques of recognition to hang in their dens and hallways.
When the Admiral Dinner Boat (now the Starlight Majesty)
arrived at the Clearwater Marina, owners Phil and Sue
Henderson soon offered their own awards for the best
decorated back lawns and docks on Island Estates. Since a
float around the perimeter of Island Estates was on the
dinner boat's route, decorations along the way enhanced
the holiday treat with the added charm of "Santas" "Ho, ho,
hoing" from the docks along the waterways.
Island Estates residents found themselves challenged to
compete for a plaque of recognition, or free trips on the
popular dinner boat. Some succumbed to the temptation
of the dinner boat tickets and others managed to
decorate both sides of the house, increasing the island's
reputation as Christmas Island.
This reputation was further enhanced in 1974 when Roy

May initiated the Island Estates Christmas Boat Parade,
under the sponsorship of the Island Estates Yacht Club.
The first year, boat owners struggled with a method of
lighting boats unaccustomed to sporting anything more
than running lights powered by small batteries. In 2008,
the winning entry was a shining green Christmas dragon
so covered by lights you could hardly see the boat.
The City of Clearwater has traditionally festooned the
light fixtures on Cleveland Street, across Memorial
Causeway and down Mandalay Avenue with Christmas
decorations. In 1997, the city fathers decided that the
City could afford the decorations on the Causeway and in
Downtown Clearwater, but not on Mandalay Avenue.
Once again the Clearwater Beach Association stepped in
and appointed Gerry Husgen, Joan Hansen and Marcia
Blakemore to get back the lights. Calling themselves the
"Poinsettia Posse," the ladies begged, cajoled and bullied
organizations and businesses on the Beach into
contributing a total of $4,800. Soon Mandalay was
adorned with beautiful poinsettia designs on the light
poles. Strangely, the next year, the City once again
included the Poinsettia decorations on Mandalay Avenue
in its annual decorating scheme -- and has ever since.
Four years ago, a "Christmas parade of the golf carts"
custom began in Carlouel with the Meeks family and
friends having their own small Christmas parade around
the neighborhood. The idea was instantly popular and
now the Carlouel Homeowners Association sponsors the
parade which included 9 golf carts, 1 antique truck and
assorted bicycles. The event is held "some time during
Christmas week." The participants gather at the Carlouel
beach access and "ride around the neighborhood singing
Christmas Carols," according to one participant.
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remodeling in a flood Zone
By David Allbritton
Remodeling requirements in a flood zone since FEMA has
been involved have always been somewhat of a mystery
to homeowners. I’d like to clarify some of the issues that
will dictate what you can and cannot do when you plan
to remodel.
If you live on or near the beaches, you are in a flood
zone. Flood zones are land areas identified by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Each
flood zone describes that land area in terms of its risk of
flooding. Everyone lives in a flood zone–it's just a
question of whether you live in a low, moderate, or high
risk area.
If you live in a flood zone, by law you can only improve
your home up to 50% of the depreciated value of your
home, not including land value or any other property
improvements. For instance if you buy a home on Belleair
Beach for $400,000, you must break out the depreciated
value of the house alone, and that is the value you can
improve by 50%. The depreciated value of a typical
home in that price bracket on the beaches is between
$70,000 - $80,000. That means you can only spend
$35,000 - $40,000 in remodeling costs. These days a
kitchen and bath remodel will burn through that quickly.
When the customer realizes they will not be able to add a
second floor, or complete all they want inside the 50%
limit, they typically ask if they can “phase” the project-

building an uncompleted project one year, then
permitting completion the next year under a new 50%
cost restriction. The answer is “NO”. Phasing is not
allowed. The project must be designated complete by
code before another permit can be issued. The next
project may be permitted one year after the completion
date of the prior project.
The Florida Building Code is now being written with
FEMA’s code recommendations. FEMA is creating
pressure to cause homeowners in flood zones that want
to improve the value of their homes more than 50% to
knock down and rebuild the entire structure to current
building codes. Codes that include a higher finish floor
level that will take them out of the flood zone.
When remodeling an older home on the beach, I would
recommend putting money into items that will create a
safer structure such as hurricane strapping for the roof,
impact doors & windows or hurricane awnings. Money
spent on these items first will give you peace of mind and
help lower your insurance rates.
__________________________________________________
David Allbritton has been a State Certified Building
Contractor for 33 years in Clearwater and specializes in
remodeling in flood zones. He is a member of NARI
(National Association of the Remodeling Industry) and has
won awards for his remodeling projects. See some of the
projects he has finished on his website:
www.dabcinc.com. His phone number is 481-5102.
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Restaurant News...
baCKWater’s Chili
CooKoff If you have a
great recipe for chili, or just
like to eat it, you should
plan to attend Backwater’s
8th Annual Chili Cookoff on
Sunday, January 27th.
Backwaters is located at
1261 Gulf Blvd in the
Shoppes of Sand Key. Visit
BackwatersOnSandKey.com
or call Larry the owner at
517-7383 to enter.
_________________________________________________
PoP the CorK
Cork and Brew, now
open in North Beach,
features dozens of
craft beer and fine
wines. In addition,
they offer a unique
menu of small plates
and desserts. They
feature a special wine
tasting machine that is
a serve yourself
system. Sample one or
buy a glass. Plus they
have outside seating
for smokers, too. Bring
your dogs. They are pet friendly. They are open 7 days a
week and will be open on New Year’s Eve with a
midnight celebration. The owners are Jackie Eash and
Michael Galasso. They are located at 524 Mandalay,
just north of the Sandpearl. See more at
www.CorkNBrew.com. Call them at 483-5990.
_________________________________________________
al & stella’s exPands Al & Stella’s Italian Restaurant
in Pelican Plaza
opened a small
pizza café
immediately next
to its more
formal restaurant
at 483 Mandalay
Drive. The small
café offers
authentic stone
cooked Italian
pizzas. They also
offer paninis and
other sandwiches
with a complete
Italian menu, with beer and wine. Unlike their store next
door, they open at 11am and close at 11pm with dine in
or take out. There is no delivery. Find them downstairs at
the Pelican Plaza, or call them at 461-7000.
_________________________________________________
dunKin donuts Now residents in North Beach have
a new place for coffee. But once inside, you will find
Dunkin Donuts has a lot more than coffee and donuts.
They have a large lunch menu, too. Check out the new
store at 395 Mandalay Avenue, near Hooter’s.
_________________________________________________
Closed Veni Vici Pizza, Shoppes of Sand Key
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Valentine’s daY Contest

enter to Win a $1,000 PaCKage.

Does your Valentine deserve a special treat on
Valentine’s Day? Then enter our contest to win a SUPER
VALENTINE DAY PACKAGE, valued at over $1,000. This
package will go to one lucky couple and includes:
floWers: A dozen free roses courtesy of the
Flower Market Florist. Call 441-1186 for info.
a starlite maJestY Cruise: A special sunset,
Valentine Dinner Cruise on the Starlite Majesty that
includes a champagne toast and complimentary
glass. Value $150. See www.StarLiteCruises.com
or call 462-2628 for information.
limousine ride to the Cruise: A ride from
your Clearwater Beach home to the Clearwater
Marina courtesy of Super Dave Mosher and his
deluxe limo. Call 456-8588 for information.
a room at the hYatt regenCY: A one
night stay in a waterfront suite at the Hyatt
Regency Clearwater. This is a $700 value. Visit
www.ClearwaterBeach.Hyatt.com or call 3731234 for information.
free ride to the hotel: Ride from the
Marina to the Hyatt Regency after the cruise via
Florida Free Rides. Call 424-5458 for information.
To enter, send an email to bob@GriffinDirectories.com or
a letter to Griffin Productions, PO Box 1314, Indian Rocks
Beach, Fl 33785 and tell us in 100 words or less, who
your honey is and why they deserves this Valentine
Package. You may include a photo, if you
like. Don’t forget to Include your name,
address and phone number so we can
contact you if you win. This contest is open to
all residents of zip code 33767. We must
receive your entry by January 14th.
The winner will be chosen by The Publishers of this
Newsletter, and will be contacted by phone before
February 1st. The winner’s name, photo and entry
will appear in our next newsletter (February 15th).
Either you or your Valentine must be a resident of
Clearwater Beach to win. The limo will only pick
you up from a residence in the zip code 33767.

good luCK!
reCiPes of the best
beaCh restaurants

the PerfeCt Christmas gift
The publishers of this newsletter also
publish the Best Beach Restaurants
Magazine and produced a hard-bound
cookbook called Recipes of the Beach
Beach Restaurants. It has recipes from
40 of the Best Restaurants on our beaches, seven of which
are right here in Clearwater Beach. It has recipes from
The Beachcomber, Crabby Bills, Frenchy’s, Island Way
Grill, Kiku’s Japanese, Rusty’s and Shephard’s - just to
name a few.
You can pick up a copy at Frenchy’s Off The Hook (49
Baymont) or at the Clearwater Beach Chamber of
Commerce on South Gulfview Blvd., next to Crabby Bill’s.
You can see the book at BestBeachRestaurants.com. The
cost is $20 plus shipping. Clearwater residents get FREE
SHIPPING through December 31st, 2012 by calling
517-1997 for personal delivery before Christmas.
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Business Briefs...
neW florist You
may have to look for
it, but Sand Key has a
florist of its own. Sand
Key Flowers is located
in the middle of the
Shoppes of Sand Key,
facing the water.
Owner Brian Pelfrey
opened in October.
Need holiday flowers?
Give them a call,
553-9100.
____________________
marina building Changes underWaY The
downstairs area, where the Post Office used to be, has
been completed and is the home of the Marina
Management Office as well as a new beach Re/Max
Realty office. Approximately 20 people work in the
Re/Max office. Contractors gutted the second floor and
have started construction on a rooftop restaurant called
the Marina Cantina. This restaurant will be owned and
operated by The BayStar Restaurant Group. Look for it
to open in 2013.
___________________________________________________

Joanne Hiller

neWs Wanted If you have business news or
suggestions that is appropriate for this newsletter, e-mail
is Bob@GriffinDirectories.com, or call 517-1997.
__________________________________________________

surf & turf gone Wild Surf & Turf Gourmet
Grocery store is now called Wild Fields Marketplace.
Not only did they change the name, they changed
almost everything inside. The new concept is an all
encompassing fresh market offering natural and
specialty groceries along with ready-to-go prepared
entrees. You will find groceries for your everyday list,
fresh locally farmed conventional and organic produce,
bulk goods, decadent desserts and European breads
baked daily. There are a 150 regional cheeses and a
large wine selection. The meat department offers
natural Angus beef, humanely raised without hormones
or antibiotics. There is fresh seafood caught locally. They
even added a small café to enjoy lunch and snacks.
This store is the first of many planned in Florida. “Wild
Fields was based on the best ideas seen in other stores,
such as The Fresh Market, Whole Foods, and Trader
Joe’s and merging them into one,” says a spokesman
for the new company. “We researched three similar
concepts before designing the store. Wild Fields is a
specialty and natural store that will fill the gap
consumers demand.” The store, located in the Bluffs
Shopping Center at 2900 West Bay Drive, next to
Panera Bread.
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More Business Briefs...
another boat
The Starlite
Magesty, based in
the Clearwater
Beach Marina has
a sister ship, the
Starlite Sapphire,
which is based
out of St Pete
Beach off the Corey Causeway. The Sapphire is a
modern 113 foot vessel with a sleek and contemporary
interior. It features large picture windows with a
panoramic view of the inland waterways. They offer
afternoon cruises with an optional lunch and evening
cruises with a four-course dinner. For more information
and reservations, visit www. StarliteDining Yachts.com
Reservations 462-2628.
___________________________
CuP store A new store
selling nothing but cups
opened in the Shoppes of
Sand Key. They sell nothing but
Tervis tumblers… lots of them.
From Gators to ‘Noles, and
Rays to Yankees, they have
cups with all different logos on
them. They even palm trees
animals and sunsets. Mi Richter
is the owner. Call them at
595-0003.
__________________________
baubles and bags There is a new place in North
Beach to buy ladies accessories. Located across from the
Hilton, Baubles and Bags opened in November at 389
Mandalay Avenue. Mary Jo Goodman is the owner.
__________________________________________________
neW Walgreens near round about Walgreens
is well under construction on its new Beach store.
Corporate says the new store is slated to open in the
summer and will replace the store in South Beach.
__________________________________________________
neW Web site Coming Imagine Communications,
the City’s official marketing company, has been actively
promoting the city in social media over the last two years,
especially during the movie Dolphin Tale, the Clearwater
Super Boat Races and the Clearwater Jazz Fest. They are
now promoting the City of Clearwater’s new Web site,
VisitClearwaterFlorida.com. The new site will feature an
updated and more modern look, while providing helpful
travel information and attracting new visitors to our city.
The site is currently under development.
________________________
neW manager The
Belleview Biltmore Golf
Club has a new manager,
Joel Lander, who was hired
in September. The City of
Belleair is trying to buy the
Belleview Biltmore Golf
Club, located at 1501
Indian Rocks Road in
Belleair, but for now it is
business as usual
________________________
Closed
Phuong’s Studio Goldsmith in the Shoppes of Sand Key
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William dean ChoColates
Bill Brown decided one day he wanted to make chocolates
for a living. Being in the dot com world, this was a life
changing moment. He had relocated to Tampa for a tech
job with a large insurance company. But for fun, he had
been experimenting with chocolate. He read books, traveled
to other cities to talk to chocolatiers and even took classes.
Brown learned to airbrush and paint chocolates. Artisan
chocolates offered a multi-dimensional palette: the
opportunity to create a beautiful, outward appearance for
the shell with amazing flavor combinations hidden within.
In 2007, when he decided to open his business selling the
chocolates, his mother told him he was crazy. “No one is
going to pay you enough to make a living,” she said.
After borrowing $100,000 from family and friends, Brown
opened his first William Dean Chocolates store on Indian
Rocks Road, about 2 miles south of his current store in
Belleair Bluffs. He now has 10 employees.
Each of his hand made artisan chocolates are available in a
wide variety of assortments. He also offers other confections
including chocolate bars, nuts, popcorn and macaroons.
“You cannot make people buy chocolates with advertising,”
says the chocolatier. People buy chocolate when they want
chocolate. Some big motivators are birthdays, anniversaries
and we do a lot of corporate orders around the holidays,”
he adds. “We started doing special things for each holiday.
For Easter, we make Easter bunny and Easter egg molds.
For Christmas, we are making Christmas trees, Santa
Clauses and the Nut Cracker. They are big – 8 to 12 inches
in height.” During the Christmas season, he offers holiday
packaging and special outside wrappings’
The bulk of his business comes from walk-ins; normally, 50

to 60 people visit the store
daily, but this month they
expect 200 to 300
customers each day. “We
do 30% of our annual
business in two to three
weeks in December,” Bill
boasts. Valentines Day is
also busy. “You should see
this place the day before
Valentine’s Day,” he adds.
About 15% of Brown’s
chocolates are sold by
other businesses. 10% of his sales come from the Internet,
purchased primarily by returning customers.
The Home Shopping Network introduced his business to a
national audience. He has been on the network more than
20 times. They schedule him in peak demand times. He will
do two shows in December and one near Valentine’s Day.
The movie “The Hunger Games” opened an even wider
market. “The producer of the film chose our chocolates to
be featured in the film without us knowing it,” admits
Brown. It included a close-up of the actors eating his
delicacies. He was invited to the “The Hunger Games 2” set.
His prices range depending on the number of pieces. One
of his most popular is a 10-piece box for about $20. His
best seller is the P-Nut Butter Crunch. Macrons are also
popular. In the future, he hopes to offer a light breakfast
and lunch, including a Sunday brunch.
William Dean Chocolates is located at 2810 West Bay
Drive, in the Belleair Bluffs Shopping Center. They are open
seven days a week beginning at 10am. Visit
www.WilliamDeanChocolates.com or call 593-0656.
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florida botaniCal gardens
“holidaY lights in the garden”

Share the Holiday
Spirit and enjoy the
beautiful Florida
Botanical Gardens as
it sparkles with the
warmth of the season.
Strolling through the
shining Botanical
Gardens is a
community tradition,
and adds a festive
touch to the holiday
season. See how our
Garden glows with tropical plants, roses, fruits, herbs,
hibiscus, bromeliads and more. A dedication to
sustainability shines through with environmentally friendly
LED lights – more than 500,000 twinkling lights in all.
Volunteer FBG Foundation Board members work throughout
the year to design and plan this winter wonderland.
Planning begins in January and several volunteers start the
process of updating displays, taking inventory and
contacting potential sponsors. The biggest challenge is
creating a new design that creates the “wow” factor for our
visitors.
Hundreds of community volunteers provide support to the
event by working the gates, creating schedules and by
providing entertainment. Specialized and skilled entertainers
offer their time, providing a musical background to the
beauty of the Garden. Venues include jazz, ballet, blue
grass, folk, choral and, of course, Santa.
Those wishing to volunteer for this year’s event should call
the Foundation office at 727-582-2117. Each evening food
and beverages are available for sale.
To cover that cost and to allow the Foundation to continue
to financially support the Gardens a suggested minimum
donation of $2 per person is requested. Admission is free to
children under 12.
FBG Foundation board members also plan special events
that occur during the Lights. A Dog Parade will be held on
December 29 at 1pm.
The Florida Botanical Gardens are located in Largo, Florida.
Parking is available at either 12520 Ulmerton Road or
12211 Walsingham Road. For information call (727) 5822100 or visit www.flbg.org.

hms bountY sinKs
The HMS Bounty was commissioned by the MGM film
studio for the 1962 film “Mutiny on the Bounty.” She was
the first large vessel built from scratch for a film using
historical sources. The ship was launched on August 27,
1960 and sailed via the Panama Canal to Tahiti for filming.
It was scheduled to be burned at the end of the film, but
actor Marlon Brando protested, so MGM kept the vessel in
service. After filming and a worldwide promotional tour, the
ship was berthed in St. Petersburg, at The Pier as a
permanent tourist attraction, where she stayed until the mid1980s.
The HMS Bounty had planned to coming home to St
Petersburg for a weekend, on November 10-11.
Unfortunately, the 180-foot, three-masted ship, floundered
about 90 miles off North Carolina as Hurricane Sandy's fury
churned the Atlantic into 18-foot seas and sank.
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free santa’s sleigh Photos

Christine Bottger, General Manager of the Holiday Inn
Hotel & Suites invites you and your family to stop by the
Holiday Inn & Suites during the Holiday Season to take
some memorable Holiday pictures in Santa’s Sleigh! Bring
your camera, take some great pictures and make some
good memories, Santa’s Sleigh, located in the Lobby of the
hotel, is available for pictures seven days a week.
Following your Holiday pictures, don’t forget to stop by
Jimmy’s Fish House & Iguana Bar for some breakfast,
lunch, dinner or just stop by for your favorite beverage.
Lunch and Dinner specials are available daily. Enjoy a
beautiful sunset, from our large, outdoor deck, directly
on the Gulf of Mexico, stay for the live entertainment, 7
nights a week! For further information, you call the hotel
at 727-447-6461. They are located at 521 S. Gulfview
Blvd, Clearwater Beach

thanK You!

Thank you for the great honor of
selecting me to represent you in the
Florida House.
As one of 120 members, it is a
privilege to serve the wonderful
communities of District 66. As your
state representative, my number one
priority is to listen to you and your
concerns and ideas. My door is
always open to you. Florida faces serious challenges growing our economy, creating jobs and providing a
world-class education system that meets the demands of
the 21st century.
To achieve these goals, and others, it will take
leadership in Tallahassee to set a positive and realistic
vision for Florida. Here in District 66, I will continue my
office’s three-part outreach program to better serve you.
Meet Your Representative gives me the opportunity to
talk with constituents. Casual Conversations are small
gatherings with leaders from various segments of our
community. And Business Matters gives me a first-hand
account of how local businesses are faring and what the
state could do to help them grow and hire.
Florida can lead the way in America. I will work every
day with local, state and federal officials to see that
Florida becomes the model for economic growth and
prosperity.
In Your Service, Rep. Larry Ahern
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en garde maKes holidaY
entertaining easY

With the holiday
season upon us, En
Garde Catering and
Gourmet Services is
poised to make every
gathering, whether
large or small, casual
or formal, an easy
success.
“We realize that not
everyone has the time
to both plan and
prepare a holiday party,” says owner Robb Schoonmaker.
“Though we are busy with pre-planned catered holiday
events, we are finding that a lot of our clients are planning
more spontaneous get togethers as time becomes
available and for that reason we have stocked our retail
store with an extensive assortment of pre-made, easy to
serve appetizers.”
Most of En Garde’s products come with simple thaw and
serve or heat and serve instructions and average $12 per
dozen. “Some of our most popular selections are actually
the easiest to prepare, “explains co-owner Bill Munette.
Guests love our Baby Beef Wellingtons and they take only
20 minutes to heat from a frozen state. Just throw them on
a sheet pan and you’re practically done.”
Other popular selections include Shrimp & Grits Crisps,
Portabella Mushroom Puffs, Mediterranean Chicken & Fig
Skewers, Antipasto Tortellini Skewers, Andouille Sausage
and Shrimp Skewers,
Mini Bries En Croute
and Blueberry Cheese
Cake Purses just to
name a few.
En Garde’s shop is
located at 432 North
Indian Rocks Road in
Belleair Bluffs under
the black and white awning. Daily and weekly specials are
listed on their website www.engarderetail.com. Call 727216-6718 or email info@engarderetail.com.
Catering inquiries may be made by phone 727-489-9297
or email info@engardecatering.com. To learn more or see
images from past events go to www.engardecatering.com.

boat Club neWs

The IRB Boat Club was
proud to again be part
of the Island Estates
Annual Holiday Boat
Parade where it won
second place. They also
entered the boat in two
other area parades.
MEETINGS - They meet
Last year’s lunch at The Pub
at Jimmy Guana’s
inside the Holiday Inn
Harborside, Indian Rocks Beach on the third Thursday of
the month.
UPCOMING EVENTS January 19: Afternoon at the Pub in Indian Shores
February 16-17: Sea Blues Concert at Coachman Park
February 24: Island Way Grill Sunday Brunch
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liPosonix

the latest innovation in
non-surgical fat removal
By: Erika Francis, MD

As the trend of cosmetic surgical
procedures becoming less invasive
continues to rise, another new trend is also gaining in
momentum: non-surgical fat reduction. Treatments that
are scalpel free are less expensive, less risky, and
require less downtime than traditional plastic surgery
and, as a result, have been readily adopted by many
men and women seeking to look and feel their best.
More than 83% of all cosmetic medical procedures
performed in the U.S. in 2011 were non-surgical. While
treatments for lines, wrinkles, and sagging skin such as
BOTOX, Juvederm, Thermage, and Fraxel were among
the most popular of these services, body contouring also
captured a significant share of this fast growing market.
Brand names like SlimLipo (Laser Lipolysis) have
become well established in recent years as safer, easier,
and less-invasive alternatives to older surgical
liposuction methods by virtue of the fact that they are
done without general anesthesia, through tiny skin
incisions and with minimal downtime. Laser methods
such as this have the ability to melt and permanently
remove fat, tighten the skin and enable individuals to
lose up to 2 clothing sizes in a single session.
Liposonix, the very latest non-surgical fat reduction
treatment to hit the market, targets fat cells beneath the
surface with focused ultrasound. The treatment is
performed strictly on the surface of the skin (no
incisions) in under an hour and without anesthesia. The
energy delivered by Liposonix causes thermal damage
to the layer of fat beneath the skin and the fat is then
reabsorbed by the body. Liposonix typically requires
one to three treatment sessions that each take about an
hour and patients can expect to see about a 1-inch
reduction of the area treated over an 8-12 week period
following each treatment.
Radiance Medspa in Belleair Bluffs is one of only a few
facilities in the country and the only facility on the West
coast of Florida to offer Liposonix. If you’d like to learn
more about Liposonix, SlimLipo or any of Radiance
Medspa’s other non-surgical services, contact 727-5187100 or visit radiancemedspa.com

the Quintessential Christmas Plant

Poinsettias were first introduced to the United States in 1825 by Joel Robert Poinsett,
amateur botanist and first ambassador to Mexico. He introduced the plant to the United
States when he brought some cuttings to his plantation in Greenwood, South Carolina.
December 12 is National Poinsettia Day, an official day set aside to enjoy this symbol of
holiday cheer. It was established upon the death of Mr. Poinsett to honor him and the
plant he made famous. He died in 1851.
Poinsettias are native to Mexico, where they grow wild. The enchanting legend of the
poinsettia dates back several centuries, to a Christmas Eve in Mexico when a little girl
named Pepita had no gift to present to the Christ child. Her cousin Pedro urged her to
give a humble gift. So, on her way to church she gathered some weeds she found along
the road. As she approached the altar, a miracle happened: The weeds blossomed into brilliant flowers. Then they
were called Flores de Noche Buena - Flowers of the Holy Night. Now they are called poinsettias.
With the very Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season, Cheryl and the staff of Carlson Wildwood Florist
From the Society of American Florist consumer website, www.aboutflowers.com
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gift boxes for our trooPs

Frank Edwards, his wife Erin and their three kids Elle, Elin
and Trevor live in Indian Rocks Beach. They moved there a
year ago after Frank finished his second tour in Afghanistan
as a US Marine. He also served in Iraq.
When it comes to gift boxes, Frank knows what a soldier in
the field needs. The military supplies them with the basics:
uniforms, boots, food, water, weapons and ammo. What
they provide though is basic food - MRE’s (Meals Ready To
Eat). It is food in small cans. Open them and eat. “You get
the same food every day,” Edwards says. “It’s like eating at
the same restaurant every day.”
The USO does a good job of supplying Care Packages
containing other non-essentials, such as, soap, tooth
brushes, toothpaste, razors, baby wipes, tissues and
toiletries. But while the Care Packages are nice, they do not
go far in giving the soldiers comfort and a taste of home.
“Some of us received gift boxes from our relatives,
communities, churches and families,” Edwards said.
“Sometimes a box was sent to a specific unit or platoon with
a note that asking us to share this with everyone.”
Items Frank says they wanted and liked, but were not in
normal care packages were: Tobacco, chewing tobacco
and even nicotine gum, for those trying to quit. The
government does not supply any of that. They also want
beef jerky, deodorant and Q-tips - there is a lot of sand
over there.
Coffee is great, especially small single, serving packages.
Magazines, such as People and Entertainment help keep the
guys in touch with what is going on back home. They enjoy
knowing about new movies and music and it helps them
feel connected to home. They like men’s magazines, like

GQ too. They don’t
have a lot to do in
their off time, but work
out, and like receiving
protein powders for
drinks. Chewing gum
is also very popular.
Cheap sunglasses,
watches, stuffed toys
and little balls make
great gifts for the local
people. “When we
walked into a village,
we liked to have
something to give the
leaders. If we give
their children a gift, they start to like us and may help us in
our mission. It helps us build rapport with the community.”
What is not needed - chapstick, sunscreen and bug spray.
They get plenty of that from other sources
If you want to mail a gift package to the troops, get a
Priority Box from the local post office and address it to a
specific person, unit or other group. There is no weight
restriction. You can send as much as the box will hold. The
post office discounts the boxes when sent to the troops by
$2, but it will still cost you $14.
The Indian Rocks Beach Homeowners Association recently
mailed 6 boxes to individual soldiers who had a connection
with Indian Rocks. They spent $100 per box on some of the
products listed above. They also included a letter, signed
copy of Indian Rocks Beach resident Victor Wood’s book
“Polishing the Old Brown Shoes” and a group photo taken
at a recent event.
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ClearWater businessman eleCted head of CfP standards board
When Ray Ferrara first started working in the financial
field 40 years ago, he never dreamed he would be in
charge of the organization that oversees all of his peers,
but that is what happened.
Ferrara lives in Belleair and is President and CEO of
ProVise Management Group, a large Clearwater financial
planning firm. He was recently named Chairman-elect of
the Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc
(CFP) in Washington, DC. He will begin his new duties in
January and in 2014 will assume the Chairmanship of
the Board.
Ray, originally from Washington, DC, moved to the area
in 1979 working in the financial services department of
Pioneer Western and later Aegon. In 1986, he decided to
break out on his own and started ProVise. “We believe
that financial planning is the most important thing that
we can do and that investment management is a subset
of financial planning,” Ray states emphatically. ProVise
currently has 21 employees and 9 financial advisors. The
firm has over 550 clients and manages over $750
million in assets.
The CFP Board he is joining certifies 67,000 financial
planner professionals in the United States. The primary
certifying board for financial planners, their mission is to
manage and promote certification and ethical practices.
Headquartered in Washington, D.C., they have a full time
staff of 65 people.
The CFP Board, in existence since the 1980s, is
authorized to lobby Federal lawmakers but their most
important function is serving the public by granting the
designation of Certified Financial Planner (CFP ®) which

is the recognized
standard of excellence
for competent and
ethical personal
financial planning.
“Financial Planning is
not actually a regulated
business,” Ray says.
Ferrara will continue to
live here with his wife
Kim, traveling to
Washington as needed.
“You’d be amazed how
many people out there
are giving financial
advice and are not
certified,” said Ferrara.
“If you are dealing with someone who is not certified,
perhaps you should ask yourself why. You may see your
investments disappear.”
Very involved in the local community, Ferrara is on the
boards of Morton Plant Mease Healthcare, Bay Care
Health Systems, Eckerd Youth Alternatives, the area Boy
Scout Council, the Clearwater Regional Chamber of
Commerce and even his own condo association board in
Belleair. “Belleair is a great place to live and Clearwater
is a great place to work,” Ray goes on. “I cannot see
living and working anywhere else.”
ProVise is located at 611 Druid Road in South
Clearwater. Their phone number is 441-9022. Get more
information at www.ProVise.com.
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see What haPPens
beYond the Curb
by Pinellas County Commissioner Norm Roche

Out of sight, out of mind is what most of us
think when that weekly container of trash is
placed at the curb. Rarely does anyone
contemplate where it goes from there.
However, aren’t you just a little curious about
where those truckloads of trash go?
I would welcome you to schedule a tour of Pinellas
County’s Solid Waste facility, a division of the Department
of Environment and Infrastructure, where you and your
friends, school or civic group can observe the arriving
garbage trucks and learn what really happens to the trash
you throw out. See where the trucks are unloaded and
watch a gigantic claw pick up tons of garbage at a time—
placing it in the Waste-to-Energy (WTE) facility where it’s
converted to electricity.
Pinellas County residents and visitors generate
approximately two million tons of trash each year however
the WTE facility can process only 950,000 tons per year.
On the tour, you’ll learn where the rest of the trash goes
and how it is handled; see the mountains of high quality
mulch created from yard waste; learn how metals are
pulled from the ash and marketed to recyclers; and visit the
Household Electronics and Chemical Collection Center
(HEC3) which was utilized by more than 32,000 residents
last year.

Each year, thousands of residents experience this fascinating
look at what goes on behind the scenes to enhance our
quality of life. It’s just one of many essential services
provided by Pinellas County’s Department of Environment
and Infrastructure.
For more information about tours, this video on YouTube
provides an overview:
http://youtu.be/8By7fd9I5WY
For those who might want to schedule a neighborhood
electronics and chemical collection event, the popular Hazto-Go trailer is now sporting a brand new look!
Pinellas County civic groups, homeowner or condominium
associations can schedule the colorful trailer for a
personalized visit. At the designated time, the Haz-to-Go
trailer will pull right into your neighborhood so association
members and residents can drop off unwanted electronics
and chemical items. The service is free for Pinellas County
residents.
With a capacity of up to 20,000 pounds, the Haz-to-Go
trailer helps divert hazardous waste items containing
chemicals that require special disposal. The program was
developed to complement the popular Saturday mobile
collection events around the county and is available for
scheduling weekdays for a three-hour time frame.
To schedule a Haz-to-Go event or to set up a Solid Waste
facility tour, contact Solid Waste at (727) 464-7500.
Pinellas County’s Department of Environment and
Infrastructure provides services that are essential to our
quality of life.
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JolleY trolleY transitions
from toKens to teChnologY

It is apparent that a lot has changed the last few years
at Jolley Trolley. There are new trolleys, refurbished
trolleys and sparkling new advertisements from business
supporters. What has changed behind the scenes
however, may be the greatest improvements altogether.
Jolley Trolley Executive Director, Bob Longenecker, calls it
a “tokens to technology” transition! The tokens from the
past are collector’s items while the technological
investments made recently will have a profound impact
on savvy travelers.
First, was the implementation of interchangeable passes
and the electronics that enable that process. When you
purchase a Day Pass ($4.50) on board, the electronics
write a code to the pass allowing you unlimited rides on
both, Jolley Trolley and PSTA, the county bus system.
Second, GPS on board each trolley allows passengers to
locate the trolley and receive an approximate arrival
time at their stop. With smart devices, they could even
watch the progress of the trolley as it approaches them.
This process will be further enhanced with Quick
Response (QR) codes. Scan a QR on a Jolley Trolley sign
and you’ll receive a message about when the next trolley
will arrive.
Jolley Trolley Announces On Demand Service!
Some passengers still prefer their rides direct and On
Demand. Serving that sector of the public Jolley Trolley
has been testing a premium service and now announces
the implementation of Jolley Trolley On Demand (JTOD).
This new service is also enhanced with technology. On
Demand rides, mostly performed with LSV’s (Low Speed
Vehicles) are ordered through the JTOD on-line system
or by calling 447-JTOD (5863). Customers can order
direct rides in the local Clearwater Beach area including
Sand Key, North and South Beach and Island Estates.
JTOD’s reputation is paramount; they will not accept
your order if they cannot respond in 10 minutes! Perfect
service is the mantra.
JTOD expects to expand to other cities along the coast
soon such as Dunedin, Palm Harbor and Tarpon
Springs. Executive Director, Lindsey Buck said, “The rates
are reasonable with $6 along the beach for up to 5
passengers and $8 to or from Sand Key and Island
Estates.” Ms. Buck is enthusiastic about JTOD’s service
offering and added, “Our technology and our perfect
service will differentiate us from other service
providers…give JTOD a call!.”

CitY CleanuPs

The City hosted several cleanup projects during October
and November to keep Clearwater looking beautiful for
both residents and visitors. Here is a list of the projects:
The MOMS Club of Clearwater spent time cleaning their
adopted park, the Sunshine Limitless Playground in
October.
In November, Hilton Clearwater Beach helped beautify
their adopted park by planting new plants in Pier 60
Park and Ye Mystic Krewe of Santa Margarita pulled
invasive Brazilian Pepper plants at Cooper’s Bayou.
The City of Clearwater is continuously looking for new
partners that are interested in beautification projects. If
your business, company or group is looking for a way to
help our community. Call (727) 562-4803 or email
Krystal.Schmidt@MyClearwater.com.

CLEARWATER BEACH NEWSLETTER

CLEARWATER BEACH NEWSLETTER

Organizational News...
island estates CiViC assoCiation
Recently, a devoted group members donated their time to
decorate the entrance to Island Estates at the Memorial
Causeway entrance.
They held their annual Town Hall Meeting and had a great
turnout. Presentations were made by the Clearwater
Marine Aquarium regarding the construction status and
the economic impact the Aquarium has had on the area,
the Clearwater police discussed the new Island Estates
team and the department’s Tip 411 program, and from
Steve Kepler of Engel & Volker Realtors reviewed future
condominium conversion plans for the Dearborn building.
The Board’s plans for Island Way median landscaping,
website and communication improvements, Code
enforcement issues, and an update on efforts to
underground utility lines were discussed. The membership
elected Mary Lau, President, David Albritton, Vice
President, Mandy Serra, Recording Secretary, Gary
Fernald, Treasurer, Diane Welter, Beautification Director,
Diane Sinicrope, Website Director, Barbara Bellack,
Membership Director, Shannon Pollick, Social Director,
Ryan Serra, Publicity Director, Kelly Rodgers,
Neighborhood Watch Director, and Darby Serra and
Arthur Obszyski, Members at Large.
Membership is $40 per year per family and is used to
pay more than $10,000 per year to maintain the entry
way to Island Estates. For additional information, call
President Wally Pope, 461-1818. They meet on the
second Monday of each month.
ameriCan legion auxiliarY, Post 7
January 29th is Italian Night Dinner and Floorshow and
March 19th will be the Annual Fashion Show. All the
proceeds go to our Veterans. Help support these young
men and women. Call Gigi, 799-4216
island estates Woman’s Club
They were in the Christmas spirit at their December 12th
Holiday Luncheon held at the Carlouel Yacht Club. The
decorations were amazing and The Largo High School
Madrigal Singers, under the direction of Bill Renfroe,
entertained.
The Women’s Club always helps the Clothes to Kids
organization. Patti Hanks spoke at the December meeting.
and reminded the club that $50 will provide a full week’s
clothing to a needy area child. If you would like to donate,
call 327-7100 (Ext 223).
The next meeting will be January 15th at Carrabba’s
Italian Grill in Largo. The topic will be Identity Theft and
Crime Prevention. The February 19th meeting will be at
Greek Town Grille.
The Island Estates Woman’s Club has provided a social
outlet for the women of Island Estates for over 50 years.
Founded as a garden club in 1961 with 28 members, then
meeting at each others’ homes, the organization has
evolved into a thriving club with almost 200 members,
enjoying luncheon meetings at local restaurants every
month September through May.
You can join these great women at all these fun events by
becoming a member. It's inexpensive at $20 per year and
priceless for the new friendships you will make. Contact
Joan Landreth 727-812-8078.
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More Organizational News
ClearWater historiCal soCietY
The Clearwater History Museum is open the first and third
Thursdays of the week from 9am to 1pm and every
Saturday from 9-1. The museum is located on South MLK
Jr Blvd. Membership is $5 students, $10 individuals, $20
family, $150 corporate, $250 life and $500 patron. Call
Dave Allbritton, President, at 481-5102, Bill Wallace at
446-2676 or Michael Sanders at 434-1684 for more
information.
sand KeY CiViC assoCiation
The Board of Directors are looking for people to get
involved with their organization. You must own property
in Sand Key, and your condo building must be a
member of the Association. If you are interested, visit
www.SKCA.org. Reach the current president, Richard
Jackson at 595-3575.
They recently donated $250 towards the New Year’s Eve
fireworks.
belleair beaCh island garden Club
They meet the third Wednesday of each month (October
through April) at the Community Center, Belleair Beach.
Their next meetings are:
January 16, at 10:30am at the Botanical Gardens in
Largo for a tour with a docent.
Call Sherrie Morton Tetrick to RSVP at 581-8113. Contact
Lois O’Donnel, President, 595-1349 for information.
ClearWater beaCh assoCiation
They would like to wish all their neighbors and businesses
a happy holiday season and wonderful New Year.
This year they organized a donation drive for the RCS
Grace House. A variety of gift cards were donated during
their Annual Meeting & Holiday Party for families in need.
They would like to thank everyone who donated.
Monthly Board Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the
month at 6pm at the Clearwater Beach Recreation Center.
The next meetings will be on: January 8 and February 5
Part of their purpose is to "promote projects of a civic
nature!" To join them and have your voice heard, contact
President Wendy Hutkin 727-216-3274 or
wbhutkin@gmail.com. You can find them on Facebook!
island estates YaCht Club
Even if you don’t have a boat, you can join the Clearwater
Yacht Club in Clearwater Beach. Half of their members
don’t have one. Most of their social activities center around
regular parties. Over 40 members attended an Arabian
Night theme party at Sherrie and Rick Tetrick’s home in
Belleair. There was a large tent erected in the back yard
and the weather was perfect. En Garde catering provided
the ‘Arabian’ appetizers while music played. The surprise of
the evening was when Yamile, a professional belly dancer
gave a lesson in dancing with a sword, scarf and finger
cymbals.
The members also organized the annual Holiday Lighted
Boat parade which was a huge success (as always).
To become a member, call Scott Sanders at 461-3949,
Laura Lee Bernard at 442-1978 or Sue Speck at 4460682. Learn more about the Clearwater Yacht Club at
www. Clwyc.org or call 447-6000.

New Year’s eve

What are you doing on New Year’s Eve? Make sure to plan to see the FIREWORKS at midnight being
launched from Sand Key Park. They may be seen from the beaches on Sand Key and south of the Pier.
Here are some ideas from Sand Key resident, “The Love Chef”.
bait house 446-8134 Enjoy a prehooter’s 443-7263 Hoot in the New
party drink overlooking the water at the
Year with the girls and wings until 1am.
shor restaurant at the Hyatt

Clearwater Marina.

No reservations needed

beaChComber 442-4144 For the

more sophisticated diners who want a
more fashionable evening, they will be
open late, reservations recommended.
bobbY’s bistro 446-9463 Behind
the Beachcomber, they are hosting a
special party with favors and champagne
toast at midnight. Need no reservations.

broWn boxer Pub & grill

441-6000 Open until 3am with the best
bands on the beach and a champagne
toast at midnight. No reservations.
Caretta on the gulf 441-2425
at Sandpearl Resort The Gene Cannon
Trio will be performing. Reservations are
required. Tate’s will be open outside too,
weather permitting. A champagne toast
and party favors will be at both venues
Cesar’s at the beaCh 449-8797
Enjoy the best Italian Cooking, right here
on South Beach. Popular New Year’s Eve
place, so reservations are a must.
Clear sKY beaChside CafÉ 4423684 Open for breakfast, lunch and
dinner until 3am, you really want to go
there for the New Year’s day brunch.
Enjoy their unique Bloody Mary outdoor
bar with their real corned beef hash.
www.ClearSkyCafe.com

Cooter’s restaurant & bar

island WaY grill 461-6617 They

offer seatings at 3, 5, 6:15, 7 and 9pm,
each with a limited set menu. Prices
range from $12.50 each at 3pm to $75
each at 9pm. Live entertainment with the
Lounge Cats starts at 9pm with party
favors and a champagne toast at
midnight. www.IslandWayGrill.com.
JimmY’s CroW’s nest 683-0002
Open 4pm – 3am, with drink and
appetizer specials and Free Champagne
toast and party favors at midnight. No
reservations.
KellY’s south beaCh - 4425864 was formerly Lobster Pot Bistro.
Serving Upper End Pub Grub at local
prices they will have a band from 9 to
1am with free champagne and party
favors at midnight. Open until 3am.
lobster Pot bistro 446-8809
Offering Chef’s Celebration Dinner with
live music. Special seatings are 5, 7, 9
and 11pm. Reservations suggested.
looKout 443-7263 Located on the
third floor over Hooter’s, this is a
fantastic place to see all the night lights.
Enjoy their separate menu (no wings)
and drink specials. No reservations.
mandalaY grill 441-2434 One
of the hottest parties on North Beach with
music 9 to 2pm and food until 10:30pm.
Party favors at midnight.
Palm PaVilion 446-2642 See the
last sunset of the year and have a great
meal. Performers include: Jim Brady, 15pm and Randy Vincent, 5:30 - 9:30pm.
Happy Hour 4-7pm. No reservations.
refleCtions at the Hilton 461-3222
Open for dinner with several fixed menu
selections, they are open until 1:30am.
Coasters upstairs will offer a champagne
toast at midnight. The poolside bar will
have live music (weather permitting).
Rooms available.

373-1234 Dinner for hotel guests only in
the Caladesi Room with a party on the
8th Floor’s Caladesi Terrace with a DJ
and a live feed of the Times Square ball
dropping. Complimentary dessert station
and glass of champagne at midnight.
Reserve a room 1-800-233-1234 with
Code NY12CB

starlite maJestY dining
YaCht Clearwater Marina, 462-2628

Cruise from 8pm to 12:30am. $125
each includes appetizers, dinner, dessert,
complimentary bar, party favors,
champagne toast and live band.
Reservations required.
troPix tiKi bar behind the Quality
Hotel 451-1126 Front row beach seats
to the Fireworks. Tropix Beach Blanket
Blast will have no cover charge, but will
offer VIP cabana rentals available for
$50 per set., (Includes two chairs, small
table, and bottle of champagne, and
party favors.
troPiCs boat tours 442-7433
See the fireworks up close in Clearwater
Beach Marina. Departure is 9:30pm,
with unlimited beer, wine, soft drinks,
vodka punch, hors d’oeurves and
champagne toast for $49 per person or
$70 for couples, adults only.
touCan’s sPorts bar 461-4500
Newly opened at 413 Mandalay, they
will have a night of dining and
entertainment with a 4 course Surf N Turf
dinner for $80 per couple including a
bottle of champagne, a DJ starting at
10pm, champagne toast at midnight
and the Times Square Ball a projection
screen. Open until 3am.

462-2668 A casual island style
celebrations, they are open 11am until
2am with dinner specials served until
midnight. Party favors and champagne
are included. New Year’s Day they open
at 11am with mimosas, Bloody Marys
with free chips & salsa during the bowl
games on their 14 new HD TVs.
Reservations needed for 6 or more.
sand KeY area
CorK n breW 244-0114 The newest
baCKWaters 517-7383 A quiet
bar in North Beach, 524 Mandalay Ave,
evening among regulars; free
they will offer their full menu until
champagne and novelties at midnight.
midnight, and close at 3am. Enjoy a
WaterColour steaKhouse
chilled bottle of sparkling wine, appetizer,
Inside the Marriott 953-1661 They are
and dessert for $60 per person.
sands beaCh bar & grill
open for normal dining, a la carte. Live
CrabbY bill’s on Beach Walk 608- inside Wyndham Garden Resort 443entertainment will
2065 Open from 8am to 1am with
7652. This is a great place to see the
be in the lounge,
many food and drink specials, live music fireworks. They will be open from 8pm to but no special
and a free champagne toast at midnight. 2am, with a New Year’s Eve buffet and
functions are
Celebration Party from 8pm to 12:30am. planned. Rooms are
frenChY’s roCK a WaY 446Free Champagne toast at midnight.
available.
4844 This is the only Frenchy’s open
There will be a DJ and dancing.
late, closing at 2am. There will be live
rustY’s bistro
music from “Sweet Spot” and many food shePhard’s restaurant 441Inside the Sheraton
and drink specials with a free
6875 Their party is from 9pm to 2am
595-1611, Rusty’s
champagne toast at midnight.
with two bands, two DJ’s, three parties,
Bistro will be open
premium Open Bar all night, Las Vegas
for fine dining. The
JimmY’s fish house at the
style gambling tables, Champagne at
Mainstay Tavern will
Holiday Inn 446-9720 Espree de Cor,
midnight, party favors. VIP Packages and have a more casual
The Love Chef
performs 8pm to 1am with champagne
rooms available. See the fireworks from
New Years Eve. The
“Wishing you a
toast at midnight. Rooms are available.
their back deck. www.Shephards.com
happy, healthy and
Sheraton has
les Parntners 461-2222 A
special rates rooms. safe New Year.”
Celebration just for the Island Estates
Francis Anthony, known as the “Love Chef”, is an author and TV celebrity chef. He lives in Sand Key.
locals. Live music until 1am.
You can find his “Cooking With Love” cookbooks on Amazon.com or www.TheLoveChef.com.
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sandY’s surPrise
by Tom Iovino, Pinellas County Communications Specialist
Well, the Tampa Bay area made it through the 2012
Atlantic hurricane season relatively unscathed. Tropical
Storm Debby dropped 15 plus inches of rain in certain
areas and Hurricane Isaac cancelled the first day of the
Republican National Convention in Tampa.
But, north of us, the mid-Atlantic coastline was devastated
by a storm that has passed 2008’s Hurricane Ike to
become the second most costly hurricane on record,
behind 2005’s Hurricane Katrina. Hurricane Sandy –
which lost its tropical characteristics just before making
landfall – brought tremendous storm surge to the New
Jersey, New York, Connecticut and Rhode Island
shorelines. Battery Park at the southern end of Manhattan
in New York City recorded its highest ever surge total –
14 feet. Thousands of homes were washed off their
foundations. Tens of thousands were homeless as the
mercury plunged.
No, Sandy did not hit the Tampa Bay area, but it does
serve as a stark reminder for each of us while making
our preparations for hazardous weather.
1) The hurricane season runs from June 1 through
November 30. While the likelihood of an early or late
season storm is less than it could be during the height of
the season, hurricanes can form any time during the
season. It’s something to note while planning for 2013.
2) While a hurricane, Sandy approached the east coast
as a Category 1 storm on the Saffir-Simpson scale. While

many people will roll their eyes and wonder what all of
the hubbub is about with a low-intensity storm, Sandy
was still able to do tremendous damage over a
widespread area with winds that reached just 90 miles
per hour. The large size of the storm – as was seen in
hurricanes Ike and Katrina – was able to spread
damaging effects well beyond the center of circulation.
3) Hazardous weather can be a killer. More than 110
people lost their lives as Hurricane Sandy ravaged the
mid-Atlantic states, and many more people were injured
– especially after the storm passed and recovery efforts
were underway. That’s why it’s critical to listen for the lifesaving advice of first responders and emergency
managers, and act quickly but safely as you follow the
instructions.
While hurricane season is over for 2012, the threat for
hazardous winter weather in Florida still exists.
Tornadoes, severe thunderstorms tied with cold fronts and
other developing storm systems can still pose a threat to
life and safety in the cooler months. That’s why it’s as
important as ever to have a survival kit, get a daily
weather forecast and check your weather alert radio,
which gives you the maximum amount of warning should
bad weather be on the way.
And, when you purchase your new 2013 calendar, flip to
the page for June. There, you will see June 1 right there,
signaling the start of the upcoming hurricane season.
Visit www.pinellascounty.org/emergency for more
information on how to get ready for hazardous weather
and other potential disasters.
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WhY We Plan

by Michael Rogan, Rogan and
Associates
The election is finally over! Regardless
of whether you are celebrating or
mourning the outcome, there is one
concern that nearly everyone shares:
how does this affect my financial plan?
Politically we are in virtually the same place as prior to
the election. Namely, Barack Obama will continue to be
the President, the Democrats will continue to control the
Senate and Republicans will continue to control the
House. So, just as the last two years, neither party has
the ability to make big changes (which ultimately is good
for the rest of us).
The President, like a football team’s quarterback, often
receives too much credit and too much blame. The reality
is that policies are enacted via a process that involves the
President along with the 535 men and women who make
up the Senate and the House, a process that often results
in gridlock (i.e., no meaningful changes).
That process is not always attractive. Mark Twain once
said, “Those that respect the law and love sausage
should watch neither being made.” Unfortunately,
between the Internet, Twitter, talk radio, and 24-hour
cable channels, it’s nearly impossible to avoid watching
our laws being made.
In the near-term we will confront the “fiscal cliff” – a
combination of tax increases and spending cuts which, if
they occur, could throw our economy into recession.
Given the shenanigans we saw with the debt ceiling
debate last year, it would be naive to presume that this
process will be smooth, quick and drama-free. While we
hope for a quick resolution, if the past is prologue, we
expect the discussions during the lame duck session to be
fiercely partisan with compromise, if any, likely very late
in the process (late December or even sometime in
2013).
We remember the stock market was volatile during the
debt ceiling debate last year. Given that this will be a
similar process, the markets may exhibit similar volatility
in the near term. As always, it’s very important to
separate the short term from the longer-term. If you have
a sound financial plan in place, funds you need in the
near term should be invested so they are relatively
insulated from the market’s volatility.
Nobody knows exactly how the fiscal cliff negotiations will
unfold; however, thanks to the media and the Internet,
we’ll all have a front row seat while the “sausage” is
being made. One thing we can say with some confidence
is that eventually something will be done.
As always, we suggest you turn off the news and enjoy
time with your family and friends, particularly during this
upcoming holiday season. In fact, maybe your resolution
for the coming year will be that in 2013 you will finally
put a plan in place for you and your family’s finances.
For decades, we have been providing financial advice to
Bay Area individuals and families. We have consistently
found that people who have a plan in place are much
better able to ignore the “crisis du jour” headlines of the
moment and focus on things that really matter – family,
friends, careers, etc. If you would like to talk to me about
your plan, you can reach me at (727) 712-3400. Let
2013 be the year you join those who are taking action
for a better financial future.

CLEARWATER BEACH NEWSLETTER

More Organizational News
belleair beaCh ladies lunCheon Club
They meet monthly on the second Tuesday. Membership
is open to area residents at $15 a year. To join, call
Barbara Chapman 581-8929. Meetings include:
January 8 - 11am: Marlin Darlin’s in Belleair Bluffs. The
speaker is Paige Clark from Ascentia Holistics Health
and Wellness, a new Belleair Bluffs business. She will
speak on how to renew, restore and rejuvenate your
body naturally. Members are $25 includes one wine.
friends of the librarY
The organization helps people use their local library.
They meet the second Thursday of the month at 6pm at
the Beach Rec. Center.
Cooking with Rita: Friends continues to help promote
better eating with monthly seminars by Rita Fabula. Call
562-4970 to RSVP and for more information on these
two seminars: January 15th - Everyone Kneads Bread.
Learn how to make it look like you spent all day making
bread. February 12th - One Pan Quick Sauces. Let’s get
saucy with Rita. The featured items are Fillet Mignon and
Pork Tenderloin.
belleair garden Club
They meet on the first and second Wednesday of each
month at the Belleair Garden Club at 903 Ponce de
Leon Blvd. in the Town of Belleair from October to May.
Membership is $50 per year. Due to the holiday,
January dates have changed. The next meetings are:
January 9, 1pm: A general meeting, program and tea,
with speaker Jim Boyer, President of the SW Florida
African Violet Society. Plants will be available to
purchase.
January 16, 9:30am: This is a horticulture meeting with
coffee and guest speaker Miles Carter, VP of the Tampa
Bay Beekeepers Association who will speak on “Help
Save Our Bees.” Honey, cosmetics and more will be
available to purchase.
They are collecting donations (no clothing) for their Junk
and Jewels Sale being held March 15 and 16. Monies
go toward their Scholarship and general funds.
Guests are welcome. Call Barbara Chapman, 581-8929
or E-mail BChapman1234@Gmail.com, for information
or to RSVP.
ClearWater garden Club
January 11th at 9:45am, Cristy Linke will headline
“Butterflies, Bee’s and Birds”. Members should bring
seed packages and plants and cuttings to share.
January 19th, the Saturday Club will meet at 10am.
January 24th, there will be a fundraising Card Party with
lunch at noon. The cost is $12.
February 8 (9:45am) Marion Crane, flower show judge
and designer will be the guest speaker.
Located at the corner of Ft Harrison and Seminole (405
Seminole Street), they meet monthly on the second
Friday, October through May. Membership dues are $30
for one or $35 for two from the same family. President
Cathy Foley may be reached at 443-7032, or visit
ClearwaterGardenClub.org.
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ProteCting Your landsCaPe
from a freeZe
by Randy Lee
We are lucky that we live in a beautiful
part of Florida where mild temperatures
are the norm. Every few years, however,
we get freezing temperatures that damage
our landscapes. But, about every ten years
we get a freeze that damages all tropical
plants. Temperatures below fifty degrees
can cause damage. Pinellas County can have a
temperature variation from ten to fifteen degrees (north
county vs. south county beaches), which affects the plants.
Several factors affect freeze damage. How long will the
temperature be below thirty-two degrees? The longer the
duration, the more damage. Also, the exposure of your
landscape is a factor; north and west exposures sustain
more damage and the chance of damaging cold winds is
greater. It is very important to protect tropical trees, palms,
plants, flowers and fruit trees during these cold spells. We
will talk about what to do before a freeze, methods for
protecting plants and what to do after a freeze.
Keep updated on the weather if a freeze is predicted - all
tropical plants and trees could be affected. Every yard has
microclimates where temperatures are cooler or winds are
stronger - keep these in mind when temperatures drop
and when designing your landscape. Windbreaks are
structures that lessen wind damage. They can be permanent
structures that brace the wind or they can be made for
winter use as panels or an extension of a building. Frost
blankets are a trend we see used more commercially, but
can be used for residential landscapes. They must stay
anchored to the ground and not blow in the wind. A fresh
layer of mulch can help plants and their root systems stay
warmer - one to four inches is ideal. Also, a well watered
lawn and landscape fair much better than a dry one - just
be sure to water before temperatures get below forty-five
degrees. Small trees and shrubs can be wrapped with
towels or blankets and tied off at the base. Never use
plastic; it will burn foliage. Potted plants can be brought
indoors or into the garage where temperatures are
warmer. A tricky point with cold temperatures is when to
use the irrigation system and when not to. The system
should be turned off if we hit thirty degrees for an hour or
two or even in the high thirties - this will burn plant
material. If, however, we are going to be below freezing
for several hours, turn the system on and hope for the
best! The water will ice over and act as a layer of heat.
After a freeze, follow these suggestions: Irrigate lawns and
shrubs once temperatures climb above forty-five degrees.
Do not keep plants and trees covered too long; let them
breath when the weather warms and recover them later if
necessary. Prune cold damaged plants lightly after a week
or two. Reserve major pruning until spring (March). Luckily,
freezes do not happen often but be alert to the weather
and know what to do if one approachs. If you protect your
plants, there is less to do when spring rolls around.
December/January Checklist:
Watch for freezing temperatures
Ideal time to plant flowers and vegetables
Great time to plant cold tolerant trees
Ideal time to install a new lawn
Trimming, mowing and fertilizing are at a minimum now

Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape design
company here to help you with all of your needs. Call us direct at
727-421-2715 or visit us online at www.landscapesbyrl.com.
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doCKside fuel

Do you have a
boat on a lift in
your backyard?
Now it can
always have a
full tank of gas
ready to go,
whenever you
are! A new
locally owned
company will
come to your
house by water and fill your boat’s gas tank.
David Smith and Jim Carlson started Dockside Fuel in
September. They bought a specially-made 23 foot
stainless steel, DOT approved boat with a gas holding
tank in the middle that will hold 600 gallons of 90
octane unleaded gas. For now, they do not offer diesel.
They will come fill your boat at your request and even
pump out your black water holding tank, if you have
one. The cost of the gas is the same as it is at most
marinas. The real value to their service is convenience.
You do not have to be at home with they fill up. They
accept all credit cards and after the fill up, they will
charge the card you have on file. There are no
minimum orders and no membership fees.
“We only use Premium Unleaded with NO ethanol,” says
Jim Carlson. “We can only servicing boats that are in
the water or on a lift. When we are done, we offer a
courtesy clean out of your waste tank,” says Jim
Carlson, co-owner.
“We service people on the Intracoastal on a rotating
basis,” says David Smith. “We cannot be in all places at
all times, so we service clients by area - Clearwater on
one day, Belleair the next, followed by Indian Rocks the
following day. But, if you need gas on a certain day, we
will try to schedule it to meet your needs.”
The rates on their gas will vary, just as it does at the
pump. You can check out their current prices at
www.DocksideFuel.net. Give them a call at 855-GASBOAT (427-2628). Mention this newsletter and they will
take 10¢ per gallon off your first fill up.

thanK You
ClearWater beaCh

Thank you for your support on November
6! It is an honor to have the opportunity to
represent our area in the Florida Senate.
Although I have represented much of
Pinellas County in the Florida Senate for
ten years previously, this is the first time I
have represented your area.
This was a hard fought election on all levels and whether
your candidates of choice won or lost, I hope you will join
me and the others who were elected by working together
for Florida’s future. Please know that I stand ready to help,
and fight for, ALL of my constituents.
Florida will face many tough decisions in the months
ahead. To represent you effectively, I need to know your
opinions on the issues we confront. Please call my Senate
office at (727) 556-6500 to sign up for regular updates
during our legislative session and to voice your opinion on
any issue that we will be considering.
Thank you again for the honor of representing you, Jack
Latvala, Senator, District 20
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ClearWater PoliCe dePartment
alert netWorK

Instantaneous and proactive communication from
local law enforcement to you
The Alert Network allows the Clearwater Police
Department to instantly update you about crimes,
emergencies and other important information. All Alerts
are delivered via e-mail and are also available via text
message on your cell phone.
• Citizen Alerts inform all registered users of public safety
concerns in your area. The Alerts contain information
about crime trends, descriptions of suspects, missing
persons, as well as advice on personal safety, and how to
safeguard property.
• Business Alerts are targeted to specific business types, so
your business will receive information about crimes that
are pertinent to your business type.
• Case Alerts allow law enforcement to automatically
disseminate information about open cases to all registered
Citizen Observer users.
• Watch Group Alerts allow law enforcement to send
targeted alerts to specific neighborhoods with information
about crimes that are happening in their immediate area.
Secure Two-Way Communication between the public and
local law enforcement
Possibly the biggest benefit of the Alert Network is the way
it makes possible two-way communication between law
enforcement and the public.
• Law Enforcement can update citizens on situations that
require their attention.
• As we the public learn about fugitives, missing persons
and unsolved cases, we can provide tips directly to the
agency.
Go to the Clearwater PD website ClearwaterPolice.com
and click on the “Sign Up for Alerts” link.

haPPY neW Year

by George Cretekos, Mayor of Clearwater
The City of Clearwater starts the New
Year with the Outback Bowl Beach day
and fireworks on the beach.
These celebrations speak to the
excitement of the new year, and the
City of Clearwater also looks forward
to the start of another year of
successes. With the approval of the
pension reform package by the voters
in the November election, as well as
indications for an improving economy, in spite of the issues
being considered by federal officials in Washington,
tourism should continue to expand and the city’s finances
will remain on solid footing.
The dolphins from the Republican National Convention are
being spotted throughout the city, and this “Dolphin Tale
Trail” has received much positive feedback. New
businesses are being planned throughout the city, and the
City Council is completing its visioning sessions to help
focus not only on improving the core mission of the city,
but also on expanding economic opportunities and
redefining Clearwater as the “sparkling city.”
As the new year progresses, please consider volunteering
for a city board or a charitable organization you support.
The city wants its citizens to become engaged, and the
opportunity to give back to the community benefits not only
the city, each individual. Please contact the city clerk’s
office at 727-562-4090 for additional information.

