december / 2011 ISSUe 12

GoinG around and around
Years ago, Clearwater Beach had a major traffic problem.
Only one main road connected Clearwater Beach with the
mainland. During the peak tourist season, traffic would
backup from the beach, across the bridge and into the
downtown Clearwater area. After studying the problem, it
was decided to do what they do in Europe, build a
“roundabout”.
In the late 1990s, City Manager Mike Roberto was tasked
with revitalizing the city. He and Ft Lauderdale consultant
Charlie Siemens, created a campaign known as One City,
One Future. It identified several redevelopment targets,
including downtown and the beaches.
The Mandalay and South Gulfview intersection was an
unusual egg shaped roadway with buildings in the middle.
There was an old beach diner, the beach library, a
recreation center, the police station and some parking in
the middle. The road ended on the west end with a series
of stop lights. The first project started under the new One
City campaign was to upgrade this intersection. The
concept to build the Clearwater Beach Entryway
Roundabout was born in 1997. The project was designed
in 1998 and construction started in March of 1999 with
plans to have it completed before the year 2000.
The main challenge during construction was to keep traffic
flowing, since this was the main route in and out of
Clearwater Beach. Traffic on a normal day was estimated
at 33,000 cars (both ways). This increased to 58,000

during spring break, an increase of 25,000 cars per day.
They discovered during construction, many of the traffic
backs ups were due to the lack of parking. Cars had no
place to go when the parking lots to the south were full and
sometimes drivers took several minutes to pay and enter.
Built by Nelson Construction Co, from start to finish, the
entire project took eighteen months before it officially
opened December 22, 1999 - twelve years ago this month.
For a variety of reasons, a roundabout is considered a
safer design for an intersection. It forces drivers to slow
down. The speed limit traveling west on Memorial
Causeway is 40 MPH. There is no speed limit in the circle,
but the average car travels between 5 and 18 MPH. One
reason for this is the road is sloped to the outside about 2
degrees, so water can run off. If it was sloped in the other
direction, it would have the effect of a race track and cars
would be encouraged to speed up. Actually, Cleawater’s
roundabout is not round at all.; it is elliptical in shape.
The roundabout opened with a fountain in the middle of
the circle. A number of well publicized accidents resulted in
cars and trucks crashing into the middle of the fountain.
Drivers complained they had trouble seeing through the
spray that hit their cars on windy days. Then, we had a
drought causing people to feel the city was wasting water
that could be conserved. Taxpayers became concerned
about maintenance and water costs. City officials eventually
decided the fountain had to go.
There are approximately 2600 roundabouts located
throughout the United States, 25 of which are located in
Clearwater, but the Clearwater Beach Entryway
Roundabout was the first. There are many more in use in
other countries.
Bob Griffin, Publisher
Ken Sides, Clearwater Engineering and Transportation, and
Gary Johnson, Public Works, contributed to this article.
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CLEARWATER BEACH
nEigHBoRHood nEWSLETTER
This is our twelfth Clearwater Beach
Neighborhood Newsletter. We started
this publication in December of 2009.
You will find articles and local
information about the Beach area
inside. We call it a Neighborhood
Newsletter because it is primarily
about your neighborhood, Clearwater
Beach. It is mailed it to the entire zip
code of 33767 including Island Estates
and Sand Key.
We want your input. How did you like
this issue? What suggestions do you
have for future issues and articles?
We hope you enjoy this newsletter. We
call it a “Neighborhood Newsletter”
because it is about Clearwater Beach,
your neighborhood. It is mailed to
about 5,000 households and includes
Island Estates and Sand Key. We
publish this edition six times a year.
Call or email us,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997
bob@griffindirectories.com
SEE You AgAin in FEBRuARY!

cITy NUmberS
CiTY HALL 562-4250
112 S. Osceola Avenue
www.clearwater-fl.com
MAYoR oFFiCE . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4050
MAYoR - Frank V. Hibbard - Seat 1
CiTY CounCiL . . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4042
John Doran - Seat 2
George N. Cretekos - Seat 3
Bill Jonson - Seat 4
Paul F. Gibson (Vice-Mayor) - Seat 5
CiTY MAnAgER . . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4040
William Horne
ASSiSTAnT CiTY MAnAgER . . 562-4040
BuiLding PERMiTS . . . . . . . . 562-4558
HuMAn RESouRCES . . . . . . . 562-4870
PLAnning & Zoning . . . . . 562-4567
PuBLiC SERViCES . . . . . . . . . . 562-4950
PuBLiC uTiLiTiES . . . . . . . . . . 562-4600
PuBLiC uTiLiTiES EMERgEnCY462-6633
CLEARWATER gAS. . . . . . . . . . 562-4980
SoLid WASTE . . . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4920
PiER 60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 462-6466
MARinA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 462-6954
PARKS And REC . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4800
PuBLiC LiBRARY . . . . . . . . . . . 562-4970
ViSiToR inFo CEnTER . . . . . . 442-3604
EMERgEnCiES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
PoLiCE non-EMERgEnCY. . . 562-4242
FiRE dEPARTMEnT . . . . . . . . . 562-4334
PoLiCE HoTLinE. . . . . . . . . . . 562-4080
nEigHBoRHood LiAiSon . . 562-4554
------------------------------------------------CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE . . . 447-7600
333 South Gulfview Blvd, Clearwater Beach
Darlene Kole, Executive Director
PoST oFFiCE MARinA . . . . . . 441-3931
PoST oFFiCE iSLAnd ESTATES 449-8732
SAnd KEY PARK . . . . . . . . . . . 588-4852
Shelter Reservations,PinellasCounty.org/park
MARinE AQuARiuM . . . . . . . 441-1790
249 Windward Passage, Island Estates
CLEARWATER SAiLing CTR . . 517-7776
1001 Gulf Blvd, Sand Key
JoLLEY TRoLLEY . . . . . . . . . . 445-1200
483 Mandalay Avenue, Suite 213
CLEARWATER YACHT CLuB . . . 447-6000
830 Bayway Blvd South

RoTARY, Clearwater Beach meets every
Thursday, 12:15pm at Shephard’s lunch
Skip Katz, President 581-5600
CARLouEL HoMEoWnERS ASSoCiATion
Kris Hampsey, President 441-4188
CLEARWATER BEACH ASSoCiATion
Patrick Gallagher, President 447-1033
Ann Garris 446-4410
SAnd KEY CiViC ASSoCiATion
Meets first Wednesdays each month at the
Clearwater Community Sailing Center
Gene Gillespie, President 596-0993
iSLAnd ESTATES CiViC ASSoCiATion
Wally Pope, President 461-1818
www.MyIslandEstates.org
iSLAnd ESTATES WoMEn'S CLuB
Barbara Blakely 449-8453
LiTTLE LEAguE
John Murphy 813-486-4430
FRiEndS oF THE LiBRARY
Anne Garris 446-4410
CLEARWATER HiSToRiCAL SoCiETY
David Allbritton, President 481-5102
------------------------------------------------PinELLAS CounTY inFo . . . . 464-3000
CoMMiSSion oFFiCES . . . . . 464-3000
Susan Latvala, CWB/Island Estates 464-3276
Karen Seel, Sand Key. . . . . . . 464-3278
STATE:
Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411
Republican, District 13
8940 Seminole Blvd, Seminole 33772
Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Jim Frishe . 727-518-3902
Republican, District 54
125 Indian Rocks Rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
FLoRidA uniTEd STATES SEnAToRS:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
AREA uniTEd STATES REPRESEnTATiVE:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

cALeNdAr OF LOcAL eVeNTS
december:
Public School Out for Holidays
19
Hanukkah Begins
20
Winter Begins
21
Christmas
25
Kwanzaa Begins
26
Outback Bowl Party Clearwater Beach 30
Blast Friday Cleveland Street
30
New Years Eve
31
jANUAry
Outback Bowl
2
Public School Starts
3
Little League Tryouts Begins
7
Martin Luther King Day
16
BeachWalk Walk
21

Clearwater Half-A-Thon Run
22
Postage Rate Increase
22
Blast Friday Cleveland St. Rare Earth
27
Folk Festival / Heritage Village
28
Backwater’s Chili Cook-Off
29
Elections
31
FebrUAry
Super Bowl
5
Florida State Fair Begins
9
Yard Sale St Brendan’s Catholic 11-12
Clearwater Sea-Blues Festival 18-19
Boat Club to Island Way Grill
19
Presidents Day
20
Blast Friday Cleveland St. Pablo Cruise 24
Leap Year Day Wednesday
29
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Did You Know...
Winning AuTHoR!
Jessica Hayes wrote the
short story titled “The
Real Story of the Three
Little Pigs” and
submitted it to the
Clearwater Library’s
Teen Read Week Short
Story Contest. She won
Second Place in the
Middle School division.
Jessica, a student a St.
Cecelia’s, lives in
Winward Island. You
can read her story online at myclearwater.com/cpl/teens.
_________________________________________________
nEEd AnoTHER CoPY? Pick up another copy of this
newsletter at the Beach Chamber Office, The Beach Rec
Center, Island Estates Print Shack, Sand Key EZ mart &
Island Estates UPS store.
___________________________________________________
MEET THE CAndidATES On January 10th, the
Clearwater Beach Chamber of Commerce will host a Meet
the Mayoral Fandidates forum during a breakfast meeting
at the Hyatt Regency. The public is welcome to attend.
Please RSVP, 447-7600. The election is January 31.
___________________________________________________
RoundABouT TRAFFiC ConTRoL When traffic slows
on Mandalay Avenue, a stop light is activated on the
Memorial Causeway, slowing the number of cars entering
the Roundabout. Overcrowding removes the space between
cars that is needed for vehicles to change lanes or enter
the roundabouts from the other intersections. This metering
system, on the northeast corner of the roundabout, keeps
things running smoothly.
___________________________________________________
iT iS ALMoST FLu SEASon That means time for your
annual flu shot. It is a good idea to get one if you older or
have immune problems. Once again, you can get your
shot at CVS or Walgreens, or you can call your doctor.
___________________________________________________
SEA BLuES CHAngES dATES The popular Sea Blues
Festival held in Coachman Park last May has been
moved to February 18-19, next year. The concerts are
free. Get more info at www.MyClearwater.com
_________________________________________________
SCHoLARSHiPS AVAiLABLE The Daughters of Italy,
Clearwater Chapter Lodge #2825, is offering two
$1,000 college scholarships and The Grand Lodge of
Florida, Order of the Sons of Italy, is offering a $1,000
college scholarship. To be eligible, you must be a Florida
resident and of Italian descent. High school students, as
well as returning college students, are eligible. You must
submit your application by March 26th, 2012. Visit
DaughtersofItaly.com or call Floretta Guanciale at
787-1432 for additional information.
_________________________________________________
LoCAL CHEF dEMo The Clearwater Beach Library, 69
Bay Esplanade, will host a cooking demonstration by
local chef, Warren Caterson on Jan. 17. Caterson will
share dozens of kitchen tips, cooking hints and
humorous anecdotes at the 2 pm event and satisfy the
audience’s appetite as he prepares lip-smacking dishes
that anyone can replicate at home. The event is free and
open to the public. For information call 562-4970 or
visit www.myclearwater.com/cpl.
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gREEn TEAM St. Cecelia
Catholic School students were
busy planting trees, shrubs
and plants in conjunction with
a grant the school received
from Tampa Bay Water.
Students many of which
belong to the school’s Green
Team enjoyed the hands on
experience and are looking
forward to utilizing the
garden area. Future plans for
the garden include picnic benches, an art sculpture and
class garden. Shown here are students Lilly Kudelko,
Seminole and Kara Franks, Palm Harbor.
_________________________________________________
AnoTHER RoundABouT Soon after the main
Roundabout was finished, the Clearwater Beach
Association asked the city to build one at the north end of
Mandalay at Acacia Avenue. The CBA even donated
$3,000 toward the project, built in 2002. It differentiates
the commercial district from the residential area and
makes drivers slow down. It also creates a convenient
way to turn around, as many people do daily. When the
Acacia roundabout opened, north beach residents threw
a party. They pay for the landscaping and plant flowers
there
during various times of the year.
_________________________________________________
PoSTAgE inCREASE Stamps are going up another penny
in January - 45 cents in all. It is projected the penny
increase will generate $800,000,000.
_________________________________________________
LoTS oF gARBAgE Floridians throw away about eight
pounds of garbage per person each day, double the
national average. There are a number of ways to tackle
the garbage problem. One way starts with you and the
products you buy. Shop with the environment in mind. Try
to buy products that use of energy resources best, don't
pollute our air and water, are reusable or recyclable, are
made from plentiful resources or from recycled material
and use a minimum of materials in the packaging.
_________________________________________________
TAx VoLunTEERS The AARP Tax-Aide program is looking
for volunteers to help prepare Federal taxes. Tax-Aide is the
nation’s largest free, volunteer-run tax preparation service
for low to middle income senior tax payers. Volunteers
receive IRS-certified training (5-6 day program in January),
reimbursement for mileage and the camaraderie of a great
team. Computer knowledge is required. A minimum
commitment of four hours a week is required from February
to early April. Email VolunteerAARP@Yahoo.com or call
Sylvia Scoble 595-7408.
_________________________________________________
ouR nExT iSSuE iS FEBRuARY Read this, as well as
other issues, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
_____________________
7TH AnnuAL CHiLi
CooK-oFF If you have
the best recipe for chili
or just like to eat it, plan
to attend Backwater’s
7th Annual Chili Cookoff Sunday, January
29th. The cook off will
be held inside their
restaurant at 1261 Gulf
Blvd in the Shoppes of
Sand Key. See their
website at BackwatersOnSandKey.com or call owner Larry
517-7383 to participate.
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SunCoAST SEABiRd SAnCTuARY - SAVing THE BiRdS FoR 40 YEARS
by Bob Griffin, Publisher
Indian Shores’ Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary is 40 years old
this month, while its cofounder, Helen Heath will be 102
this month, also. The sanctuary began when her son, Ralph,
brought home a small bird for his father, who was also a
doctor, to heal. That was December 3, 1971.
Helen Heath was born December 27, 1909 in Macon,
Georgia. This was about the same time the Wright Brothers
were starting to fly. She met her husband, Dr. Ralph Heath,
Sr. in Georgia, but after he served in World War II, they
moved to Tampa’s South Bayshore area.
In 1952, when Ralph Jr. was 7, they bought a small home
on Sunset Blvd. where Indian Shores and Redington Shores
meet. “We lived in Tampa most of the time, and came to
the beach to get away from all those doctor calls,” says
Helen. “We loved the beach. Almost no one lived here in
the 1950s,” Helen continues. “Ralph Jr. would play on the
beach and in the Intracoastal Waterway. Ralph Sr. was
practically the only doctor in this area of the beach,” Mrs
Heath goes on. “Although we did not have a phone, the
police and beach neighbors knew about Doctor Heath and
would knock on their door for help.”
Ralph Jr. credits a local teenager and fisherman, Damon
Kennedy, for teaching him many life lessons. He taught him
the importance of protecting the environment and nature
and to never back down from a fight. Ralph Jr. majored in
zoology at St. Pete Junior College (now SPC) and USF.
When he was 25, Ralph brought home that first injured
bird. It was a small cormorant. “He asked his dad to take
care of him,” says Helen. “Word got around. Beach
neighbors started leaving sick and injured birds in boxes at

our front door.
Ralph and his dad
tried to help as
much as possible
because there were
no veterinarians on
the beach in the
‘70s. My husband
switched from being
a people doctor to a
bird doctor when he
was at the beach.”
“In the old days, if you called the police to help a bird, they
would act like they were helping, but actually they took the
bird to the police station and killed it behind the building,”
say Ralph Jr. “The police and fire departments are what
made the Sanctuary really take off. They brought birds here
every day. They had no help or other place to take the birds.”
Today, the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary attends to over
10,000 birds each year. Based on the number of birds
serviced, it is the largest bird sanctuary in the United States.
There are about 25 people on the payroll and over 100
volunteers. Some volunteers are snowbirds, only helping
when they are here for the winter. “We have people who
are on call to go get injured birds,” says Helen. “They use
their personal cars. But, we try to reimburse their gas.”
Ralph says they hope to get a grant and expand. One plan
is to buy property in the mid-Pinellas and move the hospital,
keeping the facility in Indian Shores / Redington Shores
open as a tourist attraction and for educational purposes.
Learn more about the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary by
visiting www.SuncoastSeabirdSanctuary.com.
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HoW To BuY A FiSHing
Rod & REEL
by Captain Gary Burch, All Catch Charters, 458-6335
Buying a fishing rod and reel may seem a simple and
straight. For the most part, this is the case; however, there
are many options and factors available when purchasing a
new outfit. One of the biggest considerations often is price,
but before making a purchase, taking time to determine
exactly what is needed and how you will be using the
equipment can, potentially save a lot of money.

end of the rod.
3. Decide what you are willing to pay for a fishing pole.
You get what you pay for in a rod. Expensive poles will last
longer and perform better than inexpensive ones.
Reels: Again, the most important factor the type of fishing
that best describes you. There are so many saltwater
spinning reel brands that it would be wise to seek out the
top known saltwater brands. Some are: Penn, Shimano,
Daiwa and Shakespeare but there are others.
www.saltfishing.about.com/od/saltwaterfishingreels/tp/aatpl
ightspin.htm

It used to be simpler when choosing a fishing pole. Few
choices were available, that is not true now. We have a
huge assortment of fishing rods for specific purposes. The
best way for you to be able to pinpoint which fishing rod
suits your needs is to buy based on the type of fishing you
engage in the most.Here are a few options for inshore,
near shore and flats fishing
Rods: Choose the length of spinning rod. Six to seven foot
rods are suited for artificial and live bait casting. They are
able to catch fish such as snook, redfish, trout and other
inshore flats fish that may visit the bays and back waters.
This size rod allows for long casting distances if needed.

1. The reel should be light/medium weight and able to
hold 200 to 250 yards of 15lb. to 25lb. test lines. I use the
braded lines for my reels.

1. Test the rod’s grip. Make sure the handle fits snugly in
your palm. Is it too heavy or too light for your type of
fishing? Remember, you might caste a lot during the day.

Most sporting goods and tackle stores have experts to help
you choose the rod and reel for your type of fishing. Have
an idea of how often you're going to fish, what type of fish
you want to catch, where you'll be fishing and how much
you want to spend. Their fishing knowledge will make your
selection more satisfying.

2. Test for flexibility. Hold the spinning rod in your hand as
if you are casting, flip the end, and watch the tip for
movement. You want some flexibility and sensitivity at the

2. Make sure they are saltwater reels to withstand our
harsh environment. Mid-price range is $90 to $175.
3. After you pick a reel, set it up on the rod in the store.
Feel the weight and balance of the rod and reel together.
The reel should not feel heavy on the rod.
4. Remember to flush off your equipment with fresh water
after every trip in salt water. Saltwater can leave corrosive
elements that can destroy even the most expensive gear.
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Clearwater Beach, Florida...Where the Locals Hang Out
It’s laid back and casual. Been that way since we started in 1926. Here everyone’s somebody and nobody cares. We overlook the Gulf of Mexico;
the beach is at our front door and the sunsets are pretty terrific. There’s live entertainment most days, as long as we can find the extension cord.
Great seafood, sizzling steaks, chicken and seafood wraps, shrimp and crab chowder, smoked ribs and our
famous beach burgers. Happy hour: Monday - Friday 4-7 p.m.

Palm Pavilion Beachside Grill & Bar
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Restaurant News...
CHAngES AT LiTTLE
iTALiAn There are
new owners at Little
Italian Pizza in Sand
Key. Gustavao Arrioca
and his wife Karla
bought the pizza place
at the end of
November. Arrioca
moved here from Mexico five months ago and found the
business for sale on the internet. He says he does not plan
any changes to the restaurant or the menu. Diane Grace
will be staying as manager. They still offer dine-in, takeout and delivery. Call 595-6800.
_________________________________________________
TiKi BAR AT MARinA It has been reported that Frank
Chivas, co-owner of Island Way Grill and BayStar
Restaurant Group is talking to the city about building a
Tiki Bar overlooking Clearwater Beach Marina. If the US
Post Office closes, the Marina Office would move
downstairs. Chivas is proposing building a new restaurant
on the second floor with a tropical theme and a roof top
tiki bar. The restaurant with a large outdoor deck would
be on the second level. The City and Chivas are
developing plans and reviewing the structural integrity of
the 60 year old building. More to come.
___________________________________________________
SMoKin’ WingS Atif (of Captain’s Pizza) is still trying
to open his new sports bar, just north of the Hilton. He has
been working on it for over a year. He hopes it will be
open by year’s end. It is located at 431 Mandalay in
North Beach.
___________________________________________________
iSLAnd WAY SERVing MuSiC On Saturdays and
Sundays, Island Way Grill will be offering live island
music with lunch. Music will be available from noon to
5pm on Saturday and 1 to 6pm on Sundays. In addition
to the music, they will have special happy hour pricing.
Don’t worry, they are still offering their famous Sundays
brunch. Visit www.IslandWayGrill.com
___________________________________________________
BRiTT’S RETuRning Britt’s Laguna Grill on BeachWalk
is still under construction but will be back in approximately
the same location, 311 South Gulfview, in early 2012. It
will be part of the new Surf Style. Britt’s was closed during
the construction of the new parking garage on Coronado.
Like Surf Style, Britt’s has a brand new design.
___________________________________________________
CAFE MiLAno PiZZERiA Cafe Milano, at 105 N. Ft
Harrison Avenue, one block north of Cleveland in
downtown Clearwater, closed for a few weeks to
remodel but has now reopened. In addtion to eating
there, they also offer takeout. They will be 7 years old in
JanuaryCall Bonnie at 444-4504.
___________________________________________________
no STARBuCKS AFTER ALL Hooters is still coming to
Clearwater Beach, but Starbucks is not. The building at
the south end of Mandalay has been torn down for the
new two story building. It was reported the bottom store
was going to be a Starbucks, but the developer says
things have changed. The space downstairs is now
going to be a Ron Jon Surf Shop. Both Hooters and Ron
Jon are likely to be open by May.
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LiTTLE LEAguE Sign uP
Clearwater Little League will have registration at the
Long Center in January
• Thursday, January 5 - 6 to 8 pm
• Friday, January 6 - 6 to 8 pm
• Saturday, January 7 - 10 am to 1:00 pm
Tryouts are the following week for ages 9 to 12 –
Majors and AAA Baseball and Softball, ages 13-16 for
JR and SR Baseball and Softball.
The City of Clearwater mandates that every player who
plays at Sid Lickton has a City Rec Card. They may be
purchased at any of the City Recreation centers.
Clearwater Little League cannot sponsor Rec Cards for
players. The fee for a Resident of the city municipality of
Clearwater is $7 plus tax. The Rec Card Fee for a nonresident of the city (county Resident, Unincorporated
area of Clearwater or a resident of Bellaire, is $194.
Please remember this is a city requirement and not part
of the registration fees of Clearwater Little League. The
Clearwater Little League does not receive these funds.
You will still need to register for our league. Fees are:
12 and under - $155
JR and SR Baseball and softball - 175.00.
Challenger division - $70.00.

CAPiToL THEATER EVEnTS
DECEMBER EVENTS:
Dar Williams - December 16, 7:30pm
My Mother’s Italian, My Father’s Jewish And I’m
Home for the Holidays - December 17, 2pm, 8pm,
December 18, 3pm, 7pm
White Christmas - December 20, 7:30pm
Blast Friday - December 30, 5:30pm
JANUARY EVENTS
Howie Mandel - January 4, 7;30pm
Jackie Mason - January 7, 8pm
Voxare String Quartet - January 14, 8pm
Tom Rush - January 27, 7:30pm
Blast Friday - January 27, 5:30pm
FEBRUARY EVENTS:
Deedalus Quartet - February 11, 8pm
Christine Lavin - February 12, 7pm
Capital Theater is located at 405 Cleveland Street in
downtown Clearwater. The ticket office opens one hour
prior to show times. Call 791-7400 for tickets.
www.AtTheCap.com

5150 TRiATHLon WAS CAnCELEd
The 5150 half marathon planned to replace last year’s
Ironman event, scheduled for November 12th, was
canceled basically for lack of interest. The city had
already committed $90,000 to support the event, but
unfortunately, by the end of October, only about 700
people had pre-registered. “This is very disappointing,”
say DT Minich, Director of Visit St Pete / Clearwater.
“Last year the Ironman brought in nearly $1 million in
hotel stays” Organizers are committed to trying again
next year, but City officials have a wait and see attitude.
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Business Briefs...
gET THE MoST ouT
oF YouR SoCiAL
SECuRiTY inCoME
If you are considering
receiving social security
benefits soon, or have
begun benefits within
the past 12 months,
you will want to attend
this educational
seminar. Maximizing
your benefits involves planning and may include a rarely
used option that most people are not aware of today.
Attend these complementary, educational seminar on one
of the following dates: Tuesday Jan. 10 (6:30pm) at Largo
Community Ctr., 400 Alt. Keene Rd., Largo, or Wednesday,
Dec. 14 or Jan. 18 (5:30pm) at Clearwater Rec Ctr. 69 Bay
Esplanade Clearwater Beach. These seminars are
sponsored by P3 Financial and hosted by Sylvester Thomas
and Dan DeMarco. RSVP to info@P3Financial.com or (813)
829-8472 with your name, number in your party and
which date you will be attending.
___________________________________________________
no LongER A HAMPTon Owners of the new hotel,
located just south of the Clearwater Marina on Coronado
Drive, confirmed that it will not be a Hampton Inn. They
are currently searching for a new brand name. The hotel
is still on schedule for a February opening.
__________________
nEW LEd
LigHTing CoMES
To THE BEACH
Local company,
Wired Island,
recently completed
its second energy
efficient park lighting
retrofit for the City of
Indian Rocks Beach.
The highlight of the
design is the state of
the art, color-changing lighting system illuminating the
jasmine covered pergola. Shown here is just one of the
many colors that cycles through. The new system includes
LED Nautical-themed pathway lighting, as well as the
pergola lighting, which will save the city 70%-90% in
energy costs over traditional lighting methods. Check it
out the next time you're in Indian Rocks Beach at the 12th
Avenue Park on the West Side of Gulf Boulevard You
never know what amazing color the pergola will be! The
best part, the entire project cost taxpayers nothing as it was
fully funded by the IRB Homeowners Association with
generous donations of system design, installation and
programming by Ivy Slotnick and Lance Coraggio of Wired
Island. The lighting fixtures are USA-made right here in St.
Petersburg by LumaStream
___________________________________________________
Ron Jon’S on RoundABouT the space below the
future Hooters, previously announced as a Starbucks,
will be a 4,000 SF Ron Jon’s Surf Shop. They are
planning for a Memorial Day weekend opening date.
___________________________________________________
diVA’S in SouTH BEACH A new nail salon has
opened in South Beach in November at 670 South
Gulfview. It is next to Gondolier Pizza. 442-8242
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More Business Briefs...
goodBYE
HuRRiCAnE
SEASon!
November was the
Clearwater Beach
Chamber of
Commerce’s annual
End Of Hurricane
Season Party Mingle
held at the Hurricane
Restaurant in Pass-AGrill. Most of the
Chamber members
rode the Jolley Trolley down and back, a 45 mile round
trip, and they had a great time just getting there. Their
next mingle is January 26 at the Clearwater Beach Hilton.
______________________
WiLLiAM dEAn
CHoCoLATES oPEnS
The new chocolate store
near the beach is in the
Belleair Bluffs Shopping
Center. Bill Brown of
William Dean
Chocolates opened his
doors just before
Thanksgiving. Actually,
there are two doors.
One is a retail store,
and the other is the
cappuccino cafe with
about 10 chairs on the
east end of the shopping center. These are the same
Chocolates that are seen on Home Shopping Network
and at www.williamdeanchocolates.com. Find William
Dean Chocolates at 2810 West Bay, or call 593-0656.
___________________________________________________
nEW dEnTiST on SAnd KEY Dr Aleksander Precaj,
DDS, opened General & Implant Dentistry in the Shoppes
of Sand Key. He also owns dental office in Clearwater. The
Sand Key phone number is 474-3806. Learn more at
www.YourFamilyDentalCare.com.
___________________________________________________
WYndHAM
gARdEn RESoRT
The Best Western
Sea Wake Hotel has
a new brand and
new name. It
converted to the
Wyndham Garden
Resort in November.
In the upgrade,
owner Uday Lele
says they added 14”
thick Enchantment
mattresses and converted to fully hypoallergenic guest
rooms with no wall paper or carpet. They also now serve
Starbucks coffee products and have a fully refurbished
Fitness Center and Business Center. The restaurant, within
the resort is still called Enchantment on the Gulf.
___________________________________________________
dAYS inn CHAngES nAMES The former Days Inn at
Hamden Drive and South Gulfview Blvd. has also changed
names. It is now called the Clearwater Beach Hotel.
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2011 – going, going,
gonE BuT noT FoRgoTTEn
By State Representative Jim Frishe, District 54,
December has arrived bringing with it the
prospect of numerous happy holiday
celebrations. It is a month many of us
celebrate specific observances. It is month that when we
say Peace on Earth and to many of us these sentiments
seem a little more meaningful. When we wish our friends,
neighbors, and others “Happy Holidays” our mood is more
mellow and are thoughts more sincere.
It is the last month of the 2011 year. It is a time when we
reflect on the past year and on the pros and cons that have
occurred.
From the legislative aspect, 2011 had both ups and downs
as every year does. Our budget deficit is still project to be
approximately 1.7 billion dollars in spite of the precautions
taken these past several years. Yet, we have been able to
meet our constitutional obligation of a balanced budget.
2011 was a year when our jobless rate was higher than in
past years. It was also the year in which we finally started
to experience a decease in that jobless rate (especially over
the last month or so). Florida Job Creation (Private Sector
vs. Government) since January of 2011 through September,
2011 shows 110,300 jobs created in the private sector and
a decrease of 17,900 jobs in the government section
according to the National Bureau of Labor Statistics.
During 2011 we passed bills that assisted our citizens in
many different areas. One bill we passed was the
Prescription Drug Bill. This bill addresses the astronomical
problem Florida has been faced with concerning

prescription drug abuse by citizens in the State of Florida
and by others coming to Florida to pick-up prescription
drugs , take back home and sell.
To honor our Florida Veterans, we created the Florida
Veterans’ Hall of Fame which is to be administered by the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs.
In honor of local “fallen officers” we passed The Fallen
Officers Memorial/Road Designations Bill honoring Sgt.
Thomas J. Baitinger, Officer Jeffry A. Yaslowitz, Officer
David S. Crawford, Officer Jeffrey A. Kocab and Officer
David L. Curtis.
We revised the law regarding educator performance
evaluations, salary schedules and contracts.
The Legislature rewrote requirements and procedures for
background screening of the individuals and businesses that
primarily deal with our vulnerable populations.
We held 26 meetings in different citys throughout the state
this past summer to take direct input from anyone wishing
to address the redistricting issues with the members of the
various Redistricting Committees.
December 31, 2011 brings to a close 2011. It serves as a
reminder that the 2012 Legislative Session is about to begin
and we will again be faced with various issues that will
need to be resolved. Some of these issues will affect our
entire state and others will affect a smaller section of our
state residents.
In closing, I would like to say that my wish for each and
everyone is that 2012 will bring us a year with major
difficulties being resolved, a year of goodwill and, yes, a
year of Peace On Earth. Farewell 2011 and Welcome
2012 and May God CONTINUE To Bless America!
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REPuBLiCAn nATionAL ConVEnTion
Big BEACH BuSinESS
The Republican National Convention is being held in
Tampa, but it is expected to have a big effect in Pinellas
County, too.
“This is as big as seven Super Bowls,” says Brian Kramer,
GM, Hyatt Regency Clearwater Beach. “Over 15,000
room nights are booked in the Tampa Bay area.” The
Hyatt, Hilton, Sandpearl, Mariott and Sheraton will all be
the big winners of this event. “The convention needs
approximately 15,000 room nights over that week and
the larger hotels were asked to contribute block
commitments for those dates,” Kramer continues. “It was
necessary to win the bid and get the convention.”
“The Republican National Convention will have a huge
impact on hotels and other businesses during one of our
traditionally slowest time periods of the year.” says DT
Minich, Director of Visit St.Pete Clearwater, the county’s
marketing company. “There are approximately 25
Pinellas hotels who will see the bulk of the county’s
business.”

LiBRARY LEndS METERS
The main Library on South Myrtle wants to help you to
save money on your energy bills. They have three types
of meters that you can check out that may help you save
money on your electric bills.
1) KILL-A-WATT EZ METERS determine the efficiency of
any home appliance by counting it’s energy consumption
by kilowatt hour. The meters allow you to calculate
cumulative electrical expenses and forecast costs by the
day, week, month or year.
2) EMF DETECTION METERS detect cell phone radiation
and extremely low-frequency electromagnetic fields.
3) THERMAL LEAK DETECTORS help locate areas of your
home that are poorly insulated and can lead to higher
heating or cooing bills. The device can also diagnose
engine misfires and monitor your refrigerator and freezer
settings.
You may borrow a meter for up to 14 days at no charge.
For more information call 562-4790 or visit
www.MyClearwater.com/ CPL.

PARKing FEE CHAngE
The cost of parking at Sand Key Park is going up. What
was $1 per hour will now be $5 for all day. If you only stay
for one hour, that is a big increase, but if you are staying
all day, that will save you money. It all depends.
Eighteen pay stations were installed at Sand Key Park,
replacing the hourly meters of the past. Visitors pay a $5
fee for all day parking or if you are a frequent visitor you
can buy an annual pass for $75 (seniors $55). “Pay
stations should be more convenient for visitors,” says Paul
Cozzie, Director of Parks. “Instead of worrying about the
time, they can pay once.”
Fees help pay the cost of the park, including concessions,
lifeguards, beach wheelchairs, showers, a bathhouse,
restrooms, a playground, shelters grills and dog walk area.
Kayak and bicycle rentals are also available.
If you want to buy an annual pass, go to the Parks Office
at 12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo. Get more info at
www.PinellasCounty.org/Parks or call 582-2100.
The increase is expected to begin in January.
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EuRoPEAn WAx CEnTER KEEPS You
SMooTH THRougH THE nEW YEAR
European Wax Center Offers Under the Mistletoe Promotion

European Wax Center, located in the Largo Mall, helps
guests save money and stay smooth all year with its Under
the Mistletoe promotion. Guests can purchase nine wax
services with a Pre-Paid Wax Pass® and get three free, or
purchase a one-year Unlimited Wax Pass® and get a 13th
month free.
With a Pre-Paid Wax Pass®, European Wax Center guests
have the opportunity to save on multiple waxes by prepurchasing nine services at a discounted rate. The Pre-Paid
Wax Pass® is accepted at all European Wax Center
locations at any time for a single type of service.
The Unlimited Wax Pass® offers unlimited waxing for an
entire year at one reduced price. Available for bikini,
eyebrow, underarm, and full face services, the Unlimited
Wax Pass® is accepted at all European Wax Center
locations all year, as many times a guest desires to wax.
European Wax Center uses an exclusive four-step Comfort
Wax™ system to cleanse, protect, wax, and rejuvenate the
skin. The revolutionary technique leaves the skin feeling
refreshed, smooth, and hair-free for weeks on end.
European Wax Center uses an exclusive strip-less Comfort
Wax™ developed in Paris. Unlike typical wax, Comfort
Wax™ is made with 100% natural beeswax and without
irritating alcohol. It is applied warm and clings to the hair,
not skin, for a comfortable, healthy wax. Guests can
enhance their experience and preserve their results with the
European Wax Center line of products.
For information on the promotion or to receive the ultimate
wax experience, call the Largo Mall Center, at 581-3700 or
visit us online at waxcenter.com. Hours of operation are
Mon-Fri 10am - 8pm, Sat. 10am - 6pm and Sun. 11am 6pm. Call today for your reservation!

WHAT HAPPEnEd To
ToMMY duFF?
Remember Tommy Duff and his Irish Pub on Island
Estates? That restaurant is now the Original Boardwalk
Grill. So, what happened to Tommy? Mr. Duff is now in
real estate and works with Sand Key Realty. “I am still
around,” says Duff. “Besides real estate, I am still
involved with the Clearwater Beach Chamber of
Commerce, the Island Estates Civic Association and
helping to promote some of my well established “good
time” events. You can still find me leading The World’s
Shortest St Patrick’s Day Parade or organizing the Marine
Corps Birthday, the Veterans Day salute and Toys For Tots
Drive.” Find out more about Tommy Duff on his blog at
www.MayorDuff.com.

SAnTA doLLARS

Publix in partnership with the Abilities Foundation, is
offering Santa Dollars. The holiday card includes a real US
dollar bill that has a Santa sticker covering George
Washington. Each year the sticker is a different design.
The dollar and card costs $2.50. The extra $1.50 goes
directly to The Abilities Foundation, who helps Floridians
with disabilities. Recipients can remove the Santa sticker
or keep the dollar as a novelty. The dollars are sold at
area Publix stores through December 26th. Since 1985,
Santa dollars has raised tens of millions of dollars for
charity. For more information, visit SantaDollars.com.
Learn more about Abilities at AbilitiesFoundation.com.
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THE RoundABouT,
AS i REMEMBER iT
“The project was built in 1999, and the team was under
constant pressure to finish before the year 2000. Mike
Roberto was the City Manager and Rich Baier was the
Public Works Administrator; their presence was constant. At
the time, I worked for Rich who spent lots of time there,
since he lived in Island Estates. Every night after work he
would ride his bike through the site and the next morning I
would receive a list of questions. The city hired PBS&J to do
the Construction Engineering and Inspection work, which
proved to be a big help. The resident engineer Ben Doan,
P.E., and I worked very closely, spending many hours on
site. We had a resident inspector who lived in an Airstream
trailer on site, with his a pet Chihuahua, so we had 24
hour/7 day coverage on the project. The Chihuahua made
him very popular with the locals when he took his evening
walks. David Nelson Construction was the General
Contractor and their Project Manager was Jeff Nelson.
Obviously, the residents had lots of interest in the project
and were very vocal with their criticism we drove through
the project site. We had to maintain two lanes of traffic at
all times as that is the “choke” point between north and
south beach. Needless to say, that was quite a challenge,
but we pulled it off.
We made quite a few discoveries during the excavation
phase of the project - lots of clay and unsuitable material
had to be hauled away and clean material brought in. We
believe the area was used as a depository for dredged
material when Clearwater Beach was constructed in the
late 1800’s or early 1900’s.
The fountain in the middle of the roundabout was elegant
and the support vault for the electrical and water pump still
exists just west of the outside curb lane from Mandalay to
Coronado. There are still 2 stainless steel hatches where
the vault is underground. It is approximately 50 feet long
by 20 feet wide by 20 feet deep The hatches are sealed so
water can’t enter.
In spite of all the challenges we were substantially
complete and held the Grand Opening Event on the
evening of December 21, 1999. That Grand Opening was
one of the proudest moments of my life, as we completed
a project on time and under budget that should have
taken an additional 3 months (at least) to build. “
Gary A. Johnson, C.G.C., Operations Manager,
Clearwater Gas
“I loved it then and I love it now. I was President of the
Clearwater Beach Association at the time it was built.
There used to be several car wrecks there every week.
After it was built, the CBA encouraged the city to build
another Roundabout on north Mandalay. We even paid
for the landscaping that was put in the middle.”
Jay Keys, Past-President, CBA
“I am a big supporter of the Roundabout. Traffic used to
back up there all day. It has relieved most of the traffic
problems coming on and off the beach. However, I was
never a supporter of the fountain. My only complaint is
that the lanes are a little too tight.”
Patti Wilkowsky, Owner, The Marina Diner
“Traffic used to really back up. Some days It could take
an hour to go a few hundred yard. The fountain idea
was not good. It prevented you from seeing the cars that
were coming around the curve. You could not plan your
entry time. Otherwise, the Roundabout is great.” John
Mahoney, owner, The Beach Shanty
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RoCKET MAn

Years ago, there was a famous amusement park in Ohio called
Euclid Beach Park. It had a ride with three silver cars mounted
on cables. Each car was shaped like a rocket ship and held 10
to 12 people. The small cars looked like the space ships seen
in the Flash Gordon and Buck Rogers cartoon series.
Unfortunately, the Euclid Beach Park closed in 1969. But, Joe
Tomaro located the cars and had the desire to give one of the
amusement ride ships a new life on four wheels.
Tomaro acquired the silver bullet car about seven years ago.
He added 4 tires and a 502 cubic inch, 8-cylinder engine. It
was all installed on top of a 1-ton truck chassis. The Rocket
Ship Car has over 1,700 lights, and can operate day or night.
Joe lives in Cleveland six months of the year and in
Largo the other 6 months. When he is in our area he
rents the Rocket Ship Car for events. On any given
day, you may see it cruising up and down Gulf
Boulevard.
The vehicle is rented for a variety of events, including
birthdays, weddings, proms, bachelorette parties,
church socials and other suitable events. The Rocket
Ship has six seats and holds 10 to 15 people
depending upon their size. The car is also available
for fundraising events. It was recently seen in the
Indian Rocks Beach Holiday Street Parade full of the
City Commissioners.
The Rocket Ship rents for $195 per hour and there are
discounts and special packages available. Tomaro is
offering a special Holiday Light Tours prior to
Christmas.
To learn more, go to www.RocketShipCar.com or call Joe, 727-216-3770.
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THE HoLidAYS SPARKLE AT THE
FLoRidA BoTAniCAL gARdEnS

By Pinellas County Commission Chair
Susan Latvala

As winter’s darkness creeps in earlier
and earlier this time of year, we’ve
found the perfect way to brighten your
evenings and accentuate the magic of
the holidays!
A community tradition returns to
Pinellas County with the magical
Holiday Lights in the Gardens display,
nightly from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. through
Jan. 1 at the Florida Botanical Gardens in Largo,
sponsored by the Florida Botanical Gardens Foundation.
The celebration is free to children under 12, with a
suggested donation of $2 per adult.
More than 500,000 shimmering, twinkling,
environmentally friendly lights illuminate thousands of
Florida plants and trees that look beautiful in their own
right, but take on special holiday charm in the evenings.
Intertwined amongst the lights are special holiday treats:
family-friendly entertainment, vendors offering a variety
of gifts and goodies, food, beverages and special visits
by Santa Claus himself. In the Wedding Garden, a new,
artful mosaic entitled Aquatic Reflections will further
delight garden visitors.
Be sure to look for a holiday gift and plant sale on
Sunday, Dec. 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and a holiday
dog parade in the gardens on Saturday, Dec. 31 at 2
pm. Vendors for the dog parade will be on hand from

noon to 4 pm.
The magic continues right next door at Heritage Village.
Some of today’s holiday traditions reach back more than
100 years! That’s evident to visitors through Heritage
Village’s 21-acre living history museum through Dec. 31
during their annual Trees and Traditions display.
(Heritage Village is closed Mondays and Tuesdays, as
well as Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.)
Many of the village’s historic houses are decorated true
to time period, locale and lifestyle, from an elaborately
decorated Victorian home, to a simply adorned 1852 log
cabin. Visitors can also find those one-of-a-kind holiday
gifts at the Beach Cottage Gift Shop.
So take a
break from
the bustle,
and spend
some quiet
time steeping
in traditional
holiday
merriment.
Browse the
holiday decorations in Heritage Village by day, and then
move over to the Florida Botanical Gardens for an
illuminated evening of wonder and enchantment.
You’ll leave feeling good about the holidays.
The Florida Botanical Gardens is located at 12520
Ulmerton Road in Largo; Heritage Village is located right
next door at 11909 125th Street North. For more
information, just go to the respective websites:
www.flbg.org or www.pinellascounty.org/heritage.
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AFTER 40 YEARS oF SERViCE SHERiFF CoATS RETiRES
by Bob Griffin, Publisher

14 months earlier than planned, Jim Coats stepped down
as head of the Pinellas County’s largest law enforcement
agency. His wife of 38 years, Cat (Cathy) was recently
diagnosed with breast cancer and Jim wanted to be there
for her while spending more time with his family.
Jim Coats, a Sand Key resident, grew up in upstate New
York in Corning, near Syracuse. The summer after his
high school graduation, he enlisted in the Air Force for
four years, working in maintenance and refueling. Part of
his assignment was in Hawaii. After leaving the Air Force,
he worked for Pan American Airlines loading planes. He
bought a Dodge Charger in Reno, Nevada and drove
east to Florida. “The one place I didn’t want to end ups
was back in New York,” he tells me.
Still interested in flying, Coats took courses in Lakeland
and at the Clearwater/St Pete Airport. He started to take
flying seriously and concentrated on getting certified in
larger planes. One day, his roommate suggested he look
into the Pinellas Sheriff’s office. “The last thing I wanted
to do was be a cop,” he says. But, they had openings in
their Flight Unit which consisted of a military-surplus
helicopter. They leased other airplanes when needed,
used mainly to transfer prisoners state to state.
He was first a patrol man. Then in 1978, he was a
sergeant in charge of Narcotics working midnight shifts.
He slowly worked his way up the ranks, until Sheriff Rice
promoted him to Major. In 1994 he became Chief
Deputy, the Sheriff’s right-hand man, in charge of day-today operations. “That was a tough job,” Coats adds. “It
lasted for 10 years.”
He was the interim Police Chief in Indian Rocks Beach in
1993. Lawton Chiles appointed him interim sheriff in
both Gulf and Santa Rosa Counties. He said, “I didn’t
even know where those counties were.” Governor Jeb
Bush asked him to serve as interim sheriff in Pinellas
when eight years ago, Everett Rice stepped down to run
for the House of Representatives. He was elected to
Sheriff in 2004 and served for seven years.
He met his wife Cat in 1972. He had a patrol duty near
Palm Harbor. A fellow deputy told him about a nice
looking waitress working at The Charcoal Den, so he
went there to eat. “Actually, I went back several times,” he
adds. We dated for about a year before we were married
on December 1, 1973, 38 years ago this month.
They have lived on Sand Key for the past eight years.
“We were looking for a place with a nearby dock for our
42 foot Hatteras. But with my job, we have not had much
time to use it,” he laments. His boat is named Cat N the
Hat, after Cathy.
“When I met Jim, I had no desire to date a cop. It was
apparently love at first date, since we met in January and
married that December (1973). We have one son, Jay,
who lives in Tampa. It was not easy being so young and
being married to a cop; he was a very dedicated one at
that. Sometimes life was very scary, but it was also very
challenging, exciting and rewarding. Our love for each
other has always been there,” Cat says.
“My life really did not change when Jim became the
Sheriff. We have been part of this community for so long;
his job has always been about serving the citizens of this
county, no matter his rank. I have watched Jim move up

through the ranks and he just does not change. It is
never been about him and who he is. It has always been
about making a difference. Jim is a dedicated man and a
man of honor and his word. That’s what I love about
him. Some people only see the face value. But to know
Jim is to love and trust him. That is why we are still best
friends after all these years. I am very proud to be called
The Sheriff’s Wife” Cat continues.
Cat has been actively involved with many of the charities
the Sheriff’s Department supports, such as PACE, Boys
and Girls Club, the Sheriff’s PAL and the Beth Dilenger
Foundation. In June, she was diagnosed with breast
cancer and is undergoing treatment. Now that cancer
has come to the forefront of their lives, Cat is supporting
Breast Cancer Awareness, too. She walked in the
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer in Vinoy Park,
October 22. “A group of her close friends formed ‘Team
Cat’ and signed up 100 walkers,” Jim boasts. “They
raised over $15,000.”
“The ACS Walk was an incredible experience for me. It
had over 3,000 walkers and was my first. The fun and
frivolity of the decorated bras was one thing. But the
seriousness of seeing all these people, and to know each
one was affected by breast cancer in some way was
heartache for me,” Cat explains. “The fact that this
disease affects one in eight women is just astounding. I,
like my husband, wanted to make a difference and we
did. My goal was to raise $2,500. My friends got
involved, formed Team Cat, and raised $15,300.”
“The same community that Jim has served for 40 years,
and I have been a part of for 38, wanted to give back.
And when we reached out for support for this breast
cancer awareness walk, our friends and community were
right there! Our son Jay was a great help, too, in getting
support in Tampa for Team Cat. He worked tirelessly and
created a web site in my honor, organized bra decorating
parties and hosted a kickoff party at the Island Way Grill.
We all took this walk very seriously. It was my first but not
my last,” Cat promises.
Cat Coats’ cancer
was discovered at
Stage 1 and she is
undergoing
chemotherapy. Her
prognosis has a
96% survival rate
because it was
discovered early.
“Thanks to the
many women who
have been there
before me, my
treatment is tried
and true,” adds
Mrs. Coats.
Now that Jim has
retired, they plan to
spend as much time
together as they
can. They both love
living in Sand Key
and look forward to
many days out on
the water.
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dREdging CLEARWATER PASS
This fall, the City
of Clearwater
decided to dredge
Clearwater Pass. It
is difficult for
boaters, especially
the charter boat
operators, to
navigate the
channel. They lose
time and money
when they have to
travel the long
way around using the Intracoastal Waterway. The
dredging was scheduled for September, but the Corp of
Engineers planned to use their new dredging boat,
which was being built in New Orleans. This year’s
Mississippi floods closed the factory and stopping the
construction.
Due to the delay in getting the dredge completedd and
the fact that this will be its first job, the boat is still
undergoing sea trials. They anticipate the dredge being
in our area close to January 15. Anticipating the delay,
the permit was extended until January 2014 just in case.
The actually cost of the project depends on the amount
of sand removed, but it is estimated to be between
$500,000 and $700,000. Dredging will take about 3
weeks and hopefully will begin in January.

nEW Sign - MEMoRiAL CAuSEWAY
inTELLigEnT MESSAgE BoARdS
A new electronic sign
has been installed on the
Memorial Causeway
near the Island Way
stoplight. A joint venture
between Pinellas County
and the DOT,m it cost
$85,000. The message
board is part of the
countywide Intelligent
Transportation System
and it will provide
information to motorists
leaving Clearwater
Beach if there are any accidents or poor traffic
conditions ahead. That will allow motorists to turn
around and choose another route, or be prepared for a
delay. The current county Intelligent messaging system
has 14 overhead message boards on US 19, McMullenBooth Rd., Belcher Rd and SR 60. This is one of three
new signs currently being installed.

PinELLAS FoLK FESTiVAL
A CEnTEnniAL CELEBRATion
Listen to dozens of the Tampa Bay area's premier folk
musicians on traditional folk, gospel, country and
bluegrass music on stages throughout the Village!
Sponsored by the Pinellas County Historical Society, from
10 am - 4 pm on January 28. It is free to children under
12, with a suggested minimum donation of $5 per
adult. Heritage Village, 11909 125th Street N. Largo.
582-2123; www.pinellascounty.org/heritage.
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HoMEoWnERS HEAdEd ToWARd
FoRECLoSuRE CHAngE THE CouRSE
by Pattie Meek CENTURY 21 Condon-Meek Broker

Current estimates are nationwide, 6.3 million U.S.
homeowners are more than 30 days late on their
mortgage and in some stage of foreclosure. The problem
is compounded by the fact that nearly one fourth of all
U.S. homeowners are “underwater” on their mortgage—
meaning they owe more on their home than they could net
from selling it in today’s market.
Too often, the solution for homeowners faced with an
underwater and unaffordable mortgage has been to let
the home slip into foreclosure. Seismic economic shifts
have changed the dynamics of real estate transactions and
the level of expertise needed to ensure success.
Real estate agents who have received the Certified
Distressed Property Expert (CDPE) designation have
proactively sought out the most respected and recognized
designation for helping clients within the complicated and
highly charged distressed property arena. As a CDPE, I
know the long-term implications of foreclosure cannot be
underestimated. Committed to helping homeowners
understand their alternatives to foreclosure and to take
action that will change their current financial course, I have
developed a free report entitled, “Change the Course! And
Navigate Away from an Unmanageable Mortgage. It can
be downloaded at PattieHelpsHomeowners.com.
Too often, the anxiety associated with missed mortgage
payments and the fear of putting ones trust in the wrong
hands, causes homeowners who are heading toward
foreclosure to avoid seeking help or pursuing a short sale.
For more information about the CDPE Designation, visit
www.CDPE.com.
Pattie Meek, a Broker with CENTURY 21 Condon-Meek is adept
at negotiating with lenders, and is a distressed property expert
helping financially strapped homeowners salvage credit and
avoid foreclosure. CENTURY 21 Condon-Meek, 446-4094, is a
third generation company serving Pinellas County since 1954.

TWo MiLE BEACH WALK To
FEEd THoSE in nEEd
The Third Annual
Beach Walk will be
held on Clearwater
Beach at 8am,
Saturday, January
21st. Sponsored by
Chapel-by-the-Sea
and the RCS Food
Bank, the Beach
Walk raises funds
and food to RCS
Food Bank in
Clearwater. The two-mile walk on the beach will start and
end at The Palm Pavilion. Day of registration begins at
7:30am with the walk beginning at 8am. Last year the
event raised $7,600 in food and donations. Proceeds go
to RCS of Clearwater who provide food, shelter, safety and
clothing to 35,000 Pinellas residents. After the walk, Island
Way Grill will provide a pancake breakfast at the Chapelby-the-Sea. Registrants will receive a long sleeve Beach
Walk shirt and goodie bag full of giveaways The event
costs $20 for adults, $10 for children (6-18). Children
under 6 are free. Bring canned food donations that day,
too. To register or for information, call 446-0430.
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WHAT To do nEW YEARS EVE
Looking for a place to go on New Years Eve? Check out
the list of Clearwater Beach restaurants below.
AL & STELLA’S ITALIAN CAFE - Open for dinner only with
two seatings, 5pm & 8pm. Reservations required 461-7000
BACKWATER’S Sand Key - A quiet NYE among regulars,
free champagne and novelties at midnight. 517-7383.
BOB HEILMAN’S BEACHCOMBER - Open for lunch and
dinner will be served from 3:30pm to midnight. Special
menu, piano, party favors at midnight. 442-4144
BOBBY’S BISTRO at Beachcomber - Dinner will have a
fixed price of $69 per couple. Party favors and a
Champagne toast at midnight are included.
BROWN BOXER PUB & GRILL - Open 11am to 3am with
a live band and big party. 441-6000
CARETTA ON THE GULF (Sandpearl Resort) - Dinner is a
four course, prefixed meal served from 6pm to 10pm
and includes a champagne toast and party favors at
midnight. Entertainment by Laura Lee on the keyboards.
Reservations are required. 441-2425
CESARE’S at the BEACH - Open at 5:30pm. Special
menu with fixed prices, call for details. 449-8797
CHANG BISTRO THAI - Open for Lunch and Dinner until
10pm. 408-5200
CLEAR SKY BEACH CAFE - Open all day with a special
menu all night. Champagne toast and party favors at
midnight. Great place for New Years Day breakfast.
CLEARWATER WINE COMPANY - No food, great wine,
great company, in Pelican Plaza.
COOTER’S RESTAURANT & BAR - Open 11am until 2am
for a casual island style New Year’s Eve. Dinner specials
served until midnight. Party favors, hats and champagne
are included. Open New Year’s Day at 11am with
mimosas, bloody Marys and free chips and salsa during
the bowl games. Reservations at 462-2668.
CRABBY BILL’S on the Causeway - Open for lunch and
dinner until 11pm. 442-2163
CRABBY BILL’S BEACHWALK - Open 8am to 1am with
food and drink specials. 608-2065
ENCHANTMENT ON THE BEACH Wyndham Garden
Resort - Open until 2am with a party from 8pm to
12:30am which includes a DJ and food. The cost is $95
per person, plus gratuity. Call 443-7652 to reserve.
FORLONI’S RISTORANTE - Open for dinner only, with the
bar open past midnight. Champagne toast for patrons.
FRENCHY’S - Rockaway will stay open until 2am, live band
GONDOLIER PIZZA - Normal hours, but closing at
10pm. Great place for breakfast New Year’s Day.
ISLAND WAY GRILL on Island Estates - Offering 5
seatings, each with a limited menu (3pm, 5:15pm,
6:15pm, 7pm and 9pm or later.) $12.50pp at 3pm to
$75pp at 9 or later. Live entertainment at 9pm with party
favors and a champagne toast at midnight. 461-6617
JIMMY’S FISH HOUSE at the Holiday Inn - Breakfast,
lunch and dinner. The live band, Espree deKor from 8pm
to 1am. Champagne toast at midnight. Rooms available.
KIKU JAPANESE RESTAURANT - Dinner only until 11pm.
KING’S PIZZA - Lunch and dinner; delivery until 11pm.

LITTLE ITALIAN PIZZA Sand Key - Lunch and dinner until
10pm. Delivery until 10pm. 595-6800.
LOBSTER POT BISTRO - New location! Special dinner
menu with champagne toast at midnight and a live band.
No cover for those dining that night. 446-8809
MAGGIE MAE’S on Sand Key - No dinner, but a great
place for breakfast on New Year’s day.
PALM PAVILION - See the last sunset of the year with a
great meal. Sunset is at 5:47pm. They will have live
entertainment and fresh stone crabs. 446-2642
POST CORNER PIZZA - Open for breakfast, lunch and
dinner until 10pm. Delivery available. 461-7795
REFLECTIONS at the THE HILTON - Reflections is open
for dinner with normal hours. Live entertainment will be
at Coasters Bar from 8:30 to 12:30pm with a
champagne toast at midnight. The Hilton Hotel is offering
a weekend package. Call 461-3222 Ext 144.
RUSTY’S at the Sheraton Sand Key - The Grand Ballroom
will offer a special dinner, with entertainment and a party
including open bar and a midnight champagne toast.
The Mainstay Tavern will be more casual. Rusty’s Bistro
will be open for fine dining. The Sheraton has rooms
available at special weekend rates. 595-1611
SHEPHARD’S RESTAURANT - Special Las Vegas Style Party
9 to 2pm with two bands and two DJ’s, gambling tables,
champagne at midnight and party favors. Rooms also
available. www.Shephards.com
SHOR RESTAURANT at the Hyatt Regency - A four course
prefixed dinner with a champagne toast, party favors and
live entertainment overlooking the Gulf of Mexico. $65
per person for dinner only or $95 per person with wine
pairing. Reservations required at 373-4780. The Hotel is
offering a package with a welcome champagne,
chocolate covered strawberries, full breakfast for two,
complimentary valet parking and late check out. To
reserve a room, call 1-800-233-1234, Code NY11CB.
STARLITE MAJESTY Clearwater Marina - Board for their
New Years Eve Cruise at 8pm and return at 12:30am.
$125 pp includes four hours of cruising, appetizers,
dinner, dessert, open bar, party favors, champagne toast
and live band. 462-2628 or StarLiteDiningCruises.com
THE BEACH BAR - No food, just a great time with
dancing and live music. No reservations needed. More
info at www.ClearwaterBeachBar.com.
THAI GARDENS - Open for dinner only. South Beach.
THE BAIT HOUSE in the Marina - Open for lunch and
dinner until about 11pm.
THE BOARDWALK on Island Estates - Open for lunch and
dinner until after midnight. Happy Hour begins at 4pm.
THE COLUMBIA Sand Key - Normal hours lunch & dinner.
TROPICS BOAT TOURS Clearwater Beach Marina Departs at 9pm. Complimentary photos, party favors,
appetizers, DJ and champaign toast. $49 per person,
adults only. Call 442-7433 for reservations.
TROPIX ISLAND TIKI BAR Quality Beach Hotel - Party on
Clearwater Pass.
WATERCOLOUR STEAKHOUSE Marriott Sand Key Normal dining to 10pm. Limited menu with a featured
item. Live entertainment in the lounge until 12:30pm.
New Year’s day breakfast 7am to 1pm.
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Organizational News...
iSLAnd ESTATES CiViC ASSoCiATion
They improved the lighting at the entrance to their island
community by hiring Del Vitto Designs to upgrade the
entryway with LED lighting. The new fixtures doubled the
landscape lighting but only use half as much electricity.
It creates a dramatic first impression.
Current and new members are encouraged to pay their
2012 dues now. Membership is $40 per year, per
family. The IECA pays more than $10,000 a year to
maintain the entry way to Island Estates. Membership
fees support the holiday entryway lighting, maintenance
of medians, social events, Town Hall meetings,
discussions of special issues, flag retirement ceremonies,
efforts to obtain under grounding of utilities and many
other benefits to Island residents. Details are on
www.MyIslandEstates.org
They meet on the second Monday of each month. The
next meetings are January 9th and February 13.
iSLAnd ESTATES WoMAn’S CLuB
January 17 they will meet at Bon Appetit Restaurant in
Dunedin. The guest speaker is Judy Mauer, a professional
organizer. She will tell you how to get organized for the
new year.
On February 21 they will meet at Casanova Ristorante in
Downtown Clearwater. The guest speaker is a local TV and
newspaper personality speaking about Nutrition and
Women’s Health. Membership is open to all women
residents of Island Estates. Members dues are $15 and
$20 for those not residents of Island Estates. Contact
Muriel Mangus, 446-2060 to RSVP for luncheons. Guests
are welcome. To join, call Membership Chairperson Joan
Landreth, 812-8078. Other information, call President
Barbara Blakely, 449-8453.
CLEARWATER ALL AMERiCAn SERoToMA CLuB
In November, the Sertoma Club met at the Pinellas
Education Foundation and presented them with a check
in continued support of their efforts. The Education
Foundation has been the Sertoma’s main charitable
endeavor for many years now.
The club meets the first and third Thursdays of each
month for lunch. For more information, please call Sand
Key resident Charles Fazio at 593-8322. To raise funds,
they sponsor Bingo twice a week at Alternate 19 and
Curlew Road.
CLEARWATER BEACH ASSoCiATion
North Beach will be singing Christmas Carols on
December 22 at 7pm in Mandalay Park, near the fire
station. This will be an old fashioned sing-a-long lead
by the charming Lindblom Family Singers. There will be
refreshments. Bring a chair or blanket, and a flashlight
to read the words on the handouts. This event is
cosponsored by the Clearwater Beach Association and
Chapel-By-Sea. They will also be hosting a Clearwater
City Council candidates forum January 11, beginning at
6pm in the Clearwater Beach Recreation Center.
The CBA is a Neighborhood Association organized to
promote projects of a civic, recreational and
entertainment nature. Meetings are held at the
Clearwater Beach Recreation Center on Bay Esplanade,
the first Tuesday of each month, at 6pm. The next
meetings are January 3 and February 7. For more
information, call Patrick Gallagher, President at 4471033, www.ClearwaterBeachAssociation.net.
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More Organizational News
CLEARWATER HiSToRiCAL SoCiETY
Their current displays include the Clearwater City
Commission minutes from 1901 to 1910. Plus,
Championship Clearwater Bombers, 10 time World
Champions, pictures, trophies, and memorabilia; and
other historical displays from Clearwater, Clearwater
Beach, Harbor Oaks and Belleair.
The Clearwater Bomber Day takes place on March 17th.
Their museum, located on South MLK Jr Blvd. is open
every Saturday, November through May, and on the first
and third Thursdays of each month. Membership is $5
students, $10 individuals, $20 family, $150 corporate,
$250 life and $500 patron. Call Bill Wallace, 446-2676
or Michael Sanders, 434-1684.
iSLAnd KEY CiViC ASSoCiATion
They meet the first Wednesday of each month at the
Clearwater Community Sailing Center. Their January 4
meeting is scheduled to be a Meet the Candidates
Forum for the city elections being held January 31st. The
current president is Gene Gillispie, 596-0993.
BELLEAiR BEACH iSLAnd gARdEn CLuB
They meet the third Wednesday of each month, from
October through April, at the Community Center, Belleair
Beach, at 10:30am. Membership is $20 per year and
guests are welcome.
December 21 is their Annual Holiday Party. Bob Griffin,
publisher of this newsletter, will be the guest speaker on
“Pinellas County’s 100th Anniversary” and how Pinellas
became a county. The meeting starts at 11:15 at the
Belleair Country Club. RSVP to Sherrie Morton 581-8313.
January 18 they will meet at the Belleair Beach Community
Center at 10:30am for a Salad Luncheon The Program is
“All About Herbs” with Rita Taylor of Briarwood Farms. Call
Ruth Manning at 517-8209 to RSVP.
Contact Linda Mintz, President, at 593-2054 for more
information.
FRiEndS oF THE LiBRARY
They are sponsoring the bi-monthly Writers Club held at
the Beach Library. They meet the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at 1pm. All writers, and
would-be writers, are welcome. The next meeting is
December 21st.
Friends will be continuing their cooking classes with Rita
Fabula with Chocolate Meets Flavored Creams! on
February 7 at 1:30pm. Space is very limited. Reserve
now at 562-4970.
This organization helps people use more of their local
library. They meet the second Thursday of each month at
6pm at the Beach Recreation Center. Everyone is welcome
to join and share ideas to improve things. Call Anne
Garris at 446-4410 for more information.
AMERiCAn LEgion Aux PoST 7
In December, the Auxiliary filled bags of goodies for the
Veterans at Bay Pines Hospital and sponsored a Toy
Shower for the children in the hospital. Gift Certificates
were purchased for three area families, so they can enjoy
a nice Christmas. You can join the American Legion
Auxiliary in Clearwater by calling Gig Janesik at 799-4216
or Jackie Leach 461-6698.
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TWinKLE, TWinKLE CHRiSTMAS
LigHTS, noW WHAT?

by Ivy Slotnick, Wired Island
One of the best things about holiday season is the
beautiful, festive lighting. A favorite tradition when I was
growing up was to load up the family car and go out for a
drive to see all the lights. Who hasn’t experienced a little
case of the blahs after the tree, decorations and lights are
taken down? After the new year our homes and
neighborhoods become somewhat dark, bland and dull.
Well, there is a very smart way to enjoy the year round
glow of lighting. Properly designed outdoor lighting
artistically illuminates your home, its architectural features,
walkways, landscaping, palm trees, lanai, outdoor decks,
pool, spas, and waterfronts. And, lights aren’t just white
anymore. Modern options include colorization as well.
Many objectives can be accomplished with a carefully
installed outdoor lighting system including: Safety –
Security – Beauty – Nighttime Usability – Energy Efficiency.
Safety: Outdoor landscape lighting not only beautifies, but
also ensures safe passage throughout your property.
Properly lit pathways, driveways, stairs, decks, docks, and
patios help prevent slips and falls and ensures a safe and
enjoyable outside experience.
Security: Most homeowners keep a light to show potential
intruders that somebody’s home but true security is
enhanced by effective lighting surrounding your home.
Today’s landscape lighting can be connected to special
astronomical timers or automation systems that will allow

you to relax and know that your lights are coming on based
on local sunsets or your established lighting schedule.
Beauty: One of the most compelling reasons for landscape
lighting is to beautify the outdoor areas of your home,
adding mood, drama and curbside appeal. Correct use of
lighting will selectively reveal beauty that already exists on
your property, and dramatically accentuate your home and
landscape. Florida’s year-round palms and foliage come
alive at night with the use of properly placed lights.
Nighttime Usability: Lighting will also extend the usable
square footage of your home by expanding your living
space into the outdoors creating new areas for entertaining,
relaxing, even watching TV under the stars. With light you
can create a nighttime putting green, meditation zone,
reading area… the opportunities are endless.
Energy Efficiency: Today’s outdoor lighting can be installed
utilizing low voltage and LED systems. Benefits of installing
the newer lighting technologies include freedom from
upkeep and maintenance since LED’s possess an extremely
long life. Remarkable energy savings of up to 75-90% over
traditional lights are realized as well.
So, don’t wait for Christmas 2012 to light up your home
again. Consider permanent landscape lighting to give your
home and grounds the spotlight it deserves year-round.
Ivy Slotnick is co-founder of Wired Island, 727-596-6030, a
local full-service design/build company specializing in LED
Landscape and Interiors Lighting, Motorized Shades, Whole
House Music, Home Theater and more. Their latest project
includes the LED and color-changing, 12th Avenue Park
and Pergola Lighting on Indian Rocks Beach.
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PuTTing CLEARWATER on
EVERYonE’S MAP!

At the end of October, Gabriele Klink and Adél Grobler of
Imagine Communications presented a year in review
report to update the City Council on their accomplishments
from the past year and plans for the one ahead. The City
of Clearwater hired New York based Imagine
Communications as their Public Relations agency of record
to oversee and handle all tourism related public relations
activities and campaigns. Agency President, Gabriele Klink,
and Account Coordinator, Adél Grobler, covered a wide
range of topics including an explanation of the current
tourism and media environments, the campaign’s
successes, and plans for next year.
Despite economic conditions, 2011 has been a strong year
for the domestic travel industry, with the industry showing
2.1% growth and 6% increase in visitors to Clearwater
specifically. Imagine’s representatives also discussed how
the media landscape is ever evolving. Media continues to
move towards more dynamic and online versions including
the introduction of iPad and mobile applications. More and
more consumers are migrating online to research and
book their travel plans.
Imagine Communications has tackled the task of
promoting tourism to Clearwater head on and in the year
since being appointed, the agency has garnered a great
deal of exposure and coverage for the destination. Over
the course of four days in the spring, Imagine arranged a
four day media blitz in New York for Geraldine Lopez, the
City’s Director of Economic Development, including twelve
meetings with top journalists, resulting in placements in the
Frommer’s 2012 Florida Guide Book, NYCity Mama blog,
Budget Travel and Travel Agent Magazine. Imagine also
capitalized on the success and excitement surrounding the
release of Dolphin Tale, with the goal of connecting the
film to the destination in the minds of media and
consumers. To this end, the agency arranged for welcome
bags for each of the journalists attending the Media Junket
in Clearwater, working in conjunction with Warner Bros.,
the Clearwater Marine Aquarium and the Hyatt Regency.
In September, Imagine Communications, in
collaboration with the St. Pete/Clearwater CVB, held a
private media reception and screening in New York. The
event was attended by over 30 top journalists along with
Mayor Frank Hibbard, the CVB’s Mary Haban and the
CMA’s Krista Rosado. Attendees to this event included
media from ABC’s Good Morning America, Travel +
Leisure Family, The New York Post, Frommer’s and the
Huffington Post. As a direct result of this event, an article
about Clearwater, Winter and Dolphin Tale appeared on
the Huffington Post, with a unique monthly viewership of
over 52 million people.

CLoTHES To KidS
Imagine waiting for the bus, it's cold out and you don't
have a jacket. Clothes To Kids has an immediate need
for elementary school boys jackets sizes large and Xlarge and young mens' jackets in all sizes. Please help
us keep our students warm by donating new or gently
used jackets and coats to a Clothes To Kids store.
Cash donations are always welcome to purchase other
needed clothing items. Donations accepted M-F, 9-5, at
1059 N. Hercules Ave, Clearwater, or call 727-4415050. Visit www.clothestokids.org for more information

office
space
available

On the Island
single offices
from $250
per month

great for lawyers,
realtors or just to make
room in your Home

Contact Ben:

727/ 224-9874
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JAnuARY 31ST 2012 ELECTionS
MAYoR

Current Mayor Frank Hibbard is not running, because
term-limits only allows two terms. George Cretekos
(presently a City Councilman) and Christine MarketosCuomo have qualified to be on the ballot for Mayor.
GEORGE CRETEKOS
George a lifelong resident of Pinellas
County and his wife Carolyn live on
Sand Key. He has a BA degree in
Political Science and a Masters Degree
in Public Administration. He was a
legislative assistant to US
Representative Bill Young in
Washington and District Assistant to
Young in Pinellas. Cretekos retired in 2006 and was
elected to Clearwater’s City Council in 2007. He has been
a missionary in Indonesia and is still active in the local
parish of his Greek Orthodox Church. He currently serves
on the Board of Directors of the Florida Blood Services and
is Vice President of the Barrier Islands Government Council.
CHRISTINE MARKETOS-CUOMO
Christine and her husband Giuseppe
have lived in Clearwater for 10 years.
Marketos-Cuomo has degrees in
Paralegal Studies and Criminal Justice
from Fisher College in Boston, MA.
She has been in Public Service for
nearly 30 years and is a retired
Federal employee having served in
positions with the Federal Highway
Administration, Veterans Administration and Hospital, US
Marshall’s Service, the ATF and other agencies. MarketosCuomo founded the Federal Executive Council of Tampa
Bay in 2003, featuring the heads of all the crime fighting
departments in the Tampa Bay area. She is an active
supporter of law enforcement and has produced public
access programs in Rhode Island and for the Access
Pinellas TV channel on topics including domestic abuse
issues. Learn more about her on Facebook at
Facebook.com/ChristineForMayor

CiTY CounCiL
There are two seats open on the City Council. John Doran
has announced that he will not run again and Cretekos is
running for mayor. Only two people qualified to run for the
open seats, so they will automatically be appointed. They
are Doreen Dipolito and Jay Polglaze.

CHARTER AMEndMEnTS
There are three Charter Amendments on the ballot:
1) Appointment of Charter Review Committee - Appoint a
Charter Review Committee every six years, instead of five.
2) Extending Term Limits - Extend the term limits for the
Mayor and City Council members from two terms to three
terms (effective for those elected this election).
3) Publication of Notice of Availability of City Audit Require the publication of a notice of availability of the
annual audit.

PRESidEnTiAL PREFEREnCE PRiMARY
There will also be Presidential Primary for the Republican
ticket with 8 people on that ballot. Only registered
Republicans can vote in this part of the January election.
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HoLidAY dECoRATing

Protecting Your Landscape in Cold Weather
by Randy Lee
The Holidays are here and so is the threat of
cold weather. We will discuss both topics.
The holidays are an exciting time of year decorating your property is part of the fun.
Three areas I focus on when decorating the
yard are the exterior of the house and the
entryway. A well executed plan involves an
overall concept (design) and a color scheme.
There are many options when decorating the yard. I like to
create symmetry with several focal trees and shrubs. Focus
on a few landscape pieces and decorate them well, instead
of decorating haphazardly. Lights can be clear, one color or
mixed colors depending upon preference. I like to use many
lights on palms, trees and shrubs- it is very dramatic to
wrap the trunks of trees and palms. Small trees around the
house entry can be decorated with ornaments. If you have
landscape lighting be sure your decorating compliments it.
The exterior of the house and the yard should have a
consistent flow. Keep the lights consistent and not too busy.
Lights can have different shapes and colors. Outlining the
roof lines or architectural features with lights can be dramatic.
The doorway and front porch should hint at what is inside a transition from outside to inside. Wreaths, greenery and
poinsettias are favorites of mine. Lit trees whether live or
fake can be used. Keep your lighting scheme similar to the
exterior of the house. I am big on color schemes such as
red and white, gold and silver and purple for the holidays.
Have fun and decorate in a way that pleases you.

Every winter we run the risk of freezing temperatures.
November through February are usually our coldest
months. The last two winters have been very damaging to
landscapes in Pinellas County. Several factors are important
when dealing with cold weather. Wind, exposure (north v.
south), duration (how long), precipitation and actual
temperature all effect the landscape. A rule of thumb, begin
to worry at around 35 degrees. A landscape always reacts
better to cold when irrigated prior to cold temperatures- not
during. It is not beneficial to water during temperatures
between 38 and 32 degrees. This can burn tropical plants
and flowers. When temperatures fall below freezing,
especially for many hours, watering may actually help by
adding a layer of ice to plants and keep them warmer. If a
frost is setting, water since it is frost that kills tender plants.
after a very cold night, irrigate once the sun comes up.
Cold wind can also be very damaging. North and west
exposures are the coldest and can bring the damaging
winds. Never cover plants with clear plastic since plastic
burns- use blankets, sheets or frost blankets to keep trees,
palms and plants warm. It is time consuming to wrap small
trees and palms, but is well worth the trouble. Container
plantings should be brought inside or into the garage.
December/January checklist:
Good time to install cold tolerant trees, shrubs and lawns
Little lawn and plant maintenance is required at this time
Fertilize winter annuals
Prepare your landscape for a freeze
Bring containers inside if freezing temperatures are expected
We can help you with holiday decorating or when cold
temperatures threaten your landscape. Randy Lee, Inc. is a full
service landscape design company call (727) 421-2715 or view
www.landscapesbyrl.com
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SunSET CinEMA AT PiER 60
There is an effort to provide these movies year round
(weather permitting) on every Friday and Saturday.
Occasionally other days are added for special occasions.
All the regular pier activities, such as artisans, crafters,
street performers and live music will also take place.
Beach towels, blankets and low lawn chairs are
welcome. Movies begin at dusk. Pop corn and beverages
will be available on site

DECEMBER SCHEDULE:

16th: FRED CLAUSE
17th: SCROOGED
26th: THE SMURFS
27th: KUNG FU PANDA 2, THE KABOOM OF DOOM
28th: HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS
29th: TRANSFORMERS: DARK OF THE MOON
30th: HOODWINKED TOO! HOOD VS EVIL
31st: SUPER 8

JANUARY SCHEDULE:
6th: THE NEVER ENDING STORY
7th: SPY KIDS 4
13th: THE DARK CRYSTAL
14th: THE TRUMAN SHOW
20th: BACK TO THE FUTURE
21st: THE LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
27th: SHARK TALE
28th: SOUT SURFER
You can see the complete and changing schedule online
at www.SunsetsAtPier60.com or by calling 449-1036.
This is partially sponsored by the City of Clearwater’s
Parks and Recreation Department.

doLPHin TALE AdVEnTuRE
noW oPEn
Following the success of the film Dolphin Tale, the 3-D
major motion picture about Clearwater Marine
Aquarium’s famous tailless dolphin resident, Winter,
Clearwater Marine Aquarium has expanded into the
Cleveland Street District of Historic Downtown
Clearwater’s Harborview Center with an authentic
behind the scenes experience of the #1 box office hit.
What was just months ago a shell of a former
department store has been transformed into “Winter’s
Dolphin Tale Adventure.” This is a fun and educational
attraction that includes re-built scenes, movie images,
and a variety of the actual props used and filmed in
Dolphin Tale, all donated by Alcon Entertainment. Your
adventure also includes an interactive kid’s area,
Winter’s true tail history, a new and expanded retail
store and more. You may purchase your Dolphin Tale
Adventure tickets on location or at CMA where combo
packages to both attractions will be sold that also
include dedicated Jolley Trolley transportation from one
location to the other
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iRB BoAT CLuB nEWS

Some members at the
Caladesi island Party
They have recently published
their upcoming events for the
next year which include:
Boating to Lunch at the Pub
Saturday, January 28
Members will be docking at
the new Clearwater Docks for
Sea Blues Festival - Saturday &
Sunday, February18-19
Boating to Brunch at Island
Way Grill - Sunday, February 26
Spring Intracoastal
Clean-up
Saturday, March 10
Boating to dinner at
Salt Rock Grill
Saturday, March 24

IRB Boat Club members showed up in October for their
fall clean-up of the islands in the Intracoastal Waterway
south of the causeway along Indian Rocks Beach and
Belleair Beach. During the morning, the club filled a
dumpster with trash and rescued a juvenile blue heron
that was trapped in monofilament fishing line. The bird
was taken to the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary thanks to
the quick work of two club members.
The Club entered a boat in the Veterans Boat Parade
held, November 12 in Madeira Beach. The club
decorated a member’s 40 foot
charter boat that has a 30 foot
island Way
fishing tower and won Fourth
Grill 2011
Place. They also used the same
boat in the Indian
Shores/Redington Lighted Boat
parade (Second Place) and Indian
Rocks Beach Lighted Boat parade.
Fall
Cleanup

The club meets inside Jimmy Guana’s at the
Holiday Inn Harborside at 6pm on the third
Thursday of the month. The next meetings
are January 19 and February 15. You do not
have to live in Indian Rocks to be a member
and there are no dues. For info E-mail
BoatClub@IRBhome.com, or call Bob Griffin,
517-1997. See more pictures and a
complete list of event dates at IRBhome.com.
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THE HiSToRY oF
PinELLAS CounTY:
AFTER THE SEPARATion
By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Pinellas County celebrates its 100th
anniversary on January 1, 2012. Many
people were involved, and many steps
taken to convert our area into a its
own county. This is the final part of the
story that began in the last issue.
After being a part of Hillsborough
County since it was officially formed in
1834, Pinellas County won the right to
become a separate county in
November 1911. The first Pinellas
County election was held on
December 15 and the elected county
commissioners were: F. A. Wood from
St Petersburg, S.S. Coachman from
Clearwater, O.T. Raisback from St
Petersburg, L.D. Vinson from Tarpon
Springs and J. T. Lowe from Ozono.
Also elected was a school board, clerk
of the circuit court, a sheriff, county
judges, a superintendent of schools, a
tax assessor, a tax collector, the county
treasurer, a superintendent of
Pinellas County’s First Courthouse, erected in January 1910 on the site of Clearwater’s
registrations, and the county surveyor. Peace
Memorial Church on South Ft. Harrison Ave. The building cost $3750. Gathered
in front are various County Commissioners and elected officials.
Pinellas officially became a county on
January 1, 1912. But that was not the
1917 that Clearwater was the site and it would stay there
end of the struggles. Leaders in St Petersburg were not
for a minimum of twenty years - 1932.
happy with the results of the county election. They
While arguments went on and on about where to locate
accused Clearwater leaders of playing politics to obtain
the county seat, the commission also had to govern.
control of the new county. They claimed Clearwater
Needing new roads were an important issue, but there
politicians manipulated the election so that three
were arguments about that, too. When the St. Petersburg
commissioners were elected from the upper half of the
commissioners started pushing to build good roads, the
county - they would vote together. As a result, the two St
Petersburg commissioners were out voted on almost every upper Pinellas group voted against it. They finally came
to an agreement and started building a system of roads
important issue because it conflicted with the Clearwater
out of a base of marl. They were not good, but it was
contingent’s plans.
better than anything they had ever had before. By 1915,
The large battles were over the designation of the county
after $715,000 bond issue, the building of brick roads
seat. The St Petersburg contingent wanted to prevent
began. Two years later, the 75 mile highway system, that
Clearwater from having the Courthouse. On April 3,
created a network of nine-foot wide brick roads, was
1912, the County Commissioners voted to levy a 5-mill
completed. It was a rough ride, but the government was
tax to build a courthouse and jail in Clearwater. The St
proud of their new brick roadway.
Petersburg commissioners immediately fought against the
The first County Commission started the process of taxing
tax. The three upper county commissioners ignored them
citizens and providing services throughout the county.
and voted to build a wooden building costing $3,750
(shown above.) The county treasurer, who was not part of New schools were built; bridges to the beaches were
added, and
the Clearwater group, refused to pay for the building
a new
saying there were no funds for that purpose.
permanent
Then in 1913 and 1914, the county seat controversy
Courthouse
became more heated. Petitions were circulated asking the was built in
commissioners to call for an election and allow the voters Clearwater,
to decide where they wanted their county seat. Noel
where it
Mitchell, an well known real estate developer, and future
stands today.
St. Petersburg mayor, offered to give them an entire city
Little by little,
block in his Courthouse Subdivision on First Avenue N.
the County
Government
After years of wrangling, the commissioners finally called
started to
for a general election to approve a $160,000 bond to
build a courthouse and jail in Clearwater. On February 3, transform a
1916, even though residents of St Petersburg voted 3 to 1 frontier into
what we
against it, it was passed 485 to 439. The results ended
have today.
up at the State Supreme Court, who ruled in March of

