
"For a great part of our country, Florida is the one winter
resort," reads the first sentence of a book promoting the
state's wonders, published in 1912.

Yet, swaying palm trees and warm sunshine were an
impossible dream for the vast majority of Americans until
two entrepreneurs opened the door to winter tourism in the
late 1800s, at least for those who could afford it.

The two Henrys, Plant and Flagler, built an infrastructure
that would provide accessibility and bring the comforts of
home to the remote Florida wilderness. Henry Plant chose
Tampa as the termination point of his railway system in
1884, later extending the line down the west coast as far as
Naples. On the route, he built the Tampa Bay Hotel, a
fantastical Moorish castle, on the banks of the Hillsborough
River, and the fashionable Swiss Chalet-styled Belleview on
Clearwater Bay.

The rich and famous would now share the warmth and
sunny days with the few adventurous sportsmen and
determined invalids who had roughed it in previous
decades to reach paradise on earth.

The Belleview, later Belleview Biltmore, would play host to
heads of state, including three U.S. presidents, the Duke of
Windsor, sports superstars from Babe Ruth to Arnold Palmer
and industry titans Henry Ford and Thomas Edison. Edison
and Ford would come up from the winter residences in Fort

Myers. The Clearwater Beach Hotel, built shortly after
construction of the causeway in 1917, provided first class
accommodations right on the Gulf. The hotel was rebuilt in
the 1970s, then torn down in 2005 to make way for the
Sandpearl Resort.

Winter enjoyment of Florida was not exclusively limited to
the well-to-do or the ritzy hotels. The automobile age
brought middle class "adventurers" from up north who were
willing to brave less than first-class roads in rickety,
breakdown-prone vehicles. "Tin can tourists" even arrived
with their winter homes (trailers) in tow. 

Tampa and St. Pete residents constructed cottages along the
shore for both winter and summer enjoyment, and real
estate sales boomed along the beaches in the early 1900s.
A number of those cottages in Indian Rocks Beach have
been preserved and passed along though the generations.

A series of hurricanes in the 1920s and the Great
Depression wiped out many Florida dreams. But a great
tourism revival blew in following World War II on the cool
winds of a miraculous new invention: air conditioning. 

Indoor comfort, the allure of refreshing gulf breezes and a
first class federal highway system brought thousands of
baby boom families southward to enjoy an extended family
vacation… in the summer.

Notable beachfront accommodations of the post-war era
included the Sea Shell Hotel (on the current Hilton site)
known for its distinctive octagon shape, and the Beach
Tower Apartment Motel topped with fantastical blue cupolas.
These were joined by scores of family-oriented motels on
the bay side. 

The era saw Florida's coming of age as a year round tourist
destination.
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We’d like to hear from you.  Is there
something you would like to see
included in this newsletter? Tell us
what you think at  

bob@griffindirectories.com

CLEARWATER BEACH 
nEigHBoRHooD nEWSLETTER.

This is our Christmas issue covering
mid-December to mid-February. We
included information about restaurants
with New Year’s eve celebrations. As
always, this issue could not have been
done without the help and support of
our advertisers.

We hope you enjoy this newsletter.
Our goal is to bring you fun
information, with local news, special
events and a touch of history. We call
it a “Neighborhood Newsletter”
because  it is about Clearwater Beach,
your neighborhood. It is mailed to
about 5,000 households and includes
Island Estates and Sand Key. We now
publish this edition six times a year.
We produce similar newsletters in four
other cities.

We want your input. How do you like
this issue? Do you have suggestions
or ideas for future issues?

Call or email us,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997
bob@griffindirectories.com

SEE You AgAin in FEBRuARY!

december 2010

Hanukkah Begins                          1
Christmas Tree Lighting Downtown   3     
Miracle on Cleveland Street               3
Post Office Toys for Tots                 4
Annual Beach Chamber Breakfast   7
Island Estates Lighted Boat Parade  11
Winter Begins                                 21
Public School Out for Holidays     20
Christmas  25
Outback Bowl comes to CWB        30
New Years Eve (Friday)                     31
Happy New Year !

JANUArY 2011

Outback Bowl, Tampa                   1
Public School Starts                      3
Little League Tryouts                   3-8
Martin Luther King Day                 17

Beach Walk Chapel By The Sea     22
Clearwater Half-A-Thon Run          23
Blast Friday / Cleveland Street      28
Folk Festival / Heritage Village       29
Backwater’s Chili Cook-Off             30

FebrUArY

Super Bowl                                  6
Valentine’s Day                          14
Presidents Day                                   21
Blast Friday / Cleveland Street        25

mArcH

Daylight Savings Time Begins       13
St Patrick’s Day                            17
Great American Clean Up             19
National Quilting Day Heritage Village 19
Blast Friday / Cleveland Street      25
Spring Break Begins                    28

© 2010 Griffin Productions, Inc.

2010-2011 cALeNdAr OF LOcAL eVeNTS
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BiLL SHEPHARD’S BEACH RESoRT
THRougH THE YEARS

by Gerri Shephard 

Bill Shephard has been
in business on
Clearwater Beach for
30 years. In July 1977,
he moved his family
from Brunswick, Maine
and purchased a little
known motel called
The Lagoon on South
Clearwater Beach. This
small family-run motel
was in a prime
location. At that time,
St. Petersburg Beach
was the place to go and Clearwater Beach was relatively
undiscovered. Bill saw the potential. On the property also
was a buffet restaurant lounge called “The Bank” and a
long term lease with its operators. Bill was fine with that.
“What do I know about the restaurant business?” he
thought. The property needed a lot of work to get the
motel up to a standard Bill could be proud of. The
building needed to be upgraded from top to bottom and
over the next several years he made drastic
improvements. 

In 1988, with the restaurant lease coming up for
renewal, Bill thought, “Why not get in to the restaurant
business?” Experienced restaurateurs tried to talk him out
of it, but he was always up for a challenge - and was it
ever a challenge. In the beginning, Shephard’s
Restaurant had its ups and downs. When most
restaurants would have failed, Bill pushed through and
eventually built it to the “world famous” status it is now.
Shephard’s Restaurant continued to grow over the years
with the addition of entertainment, tiki bars and bikini
contests. It was becoming “world famous” for not only
the food, but as an entertainment complex as well. 

1999-2001 was Bill’s largest construction project to date.
It was the addition of a six level parking garage, 40
additional rooms and a state of the art nightclub. Parking
has always been limited on the beach. Bill knew that if
business was to continue growing over the years, his
property would need more parking. The additional
rooms and nightclub were gravy. 

With the popularity of Shephard’s Restaurant came the
decision to gradually change the name from The Lagoon
to Shephard’s Beach Resort, as it is known today.

Bill Shephard has always attributed his business’s success
to having a lot of great people working for him, but he
also deserves the credit for his hard work, business sense
and vision. Without him none of this would have been
possible.

Son Billy and daughter Gerri 
with Bill Shephard

FARMER’S MARKET ConTinuES
Now in their 16th season, the popular Farmer’s
Market held in the 500 block of downtown
Clearwater’s Cleveland Street continues Wednesday
mornings through May. Get farm fresh produce,
gourmet foods and cheeses, fresh seafood and baked
goods, plants, herbs, organic products, jewelry, crafts
and more. They have free parking in Station Square
Park. Get information at ClearwaterFarmersMarket.com
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DALi
oPEning The
new Salvador
Dali Museum, in
downtown St
Petersburg,
officially opens
on 1/11/11 at
11:11am. The
building is next
to the Mahaffey
Theatre, facing

the water. Get info at SalvadorDaliMuseum.org. ___________________________________________________

HoLiDAY LigHTS in THE gARDEn This year’s
festivities, which began in November, continues until
January 2 and includes over 425,000 lights and hundreds
of displays. The event, with family-themed entertainers and
food vendors, has thousands of visitors each year. The
Florida Botanical Gardens Foundation, the group
responsible for the lights in the park at the Botanical
Gardens, is celebrating their 10th anniversary. The
suggested donation is $2 per adult, 12 and under are free.
They are located at 12520 Ulmerton Road.  _________________________________________________

KiDS BiRD WATCHing The Clearwater Audubon
Society has a special ‘birding program’ for ages 11-13.
Join them for five different classes offered once a month
from 9:30am to 12:30pm. The first class January 15 will
be held at Moccasin Lake Nature Park. You must pre-
register by Jan. 8th. The second class will be February 12.
Call 596-8822 or visit ClearwaterAudubon.org.  ___________________________________________________

CLoTHES To KiDS desperately needs new or gently
used boy's pants/jeans-sizes 6-16, young men's jeans
18-36, boy’s shoes sizes 12 - 6 and men's shoes sizes
6-12. With the cold weather, CTK’s inventory is critically
low. These items along with any other children’s clothing
donations can be dropped off between 9am and 5pm,
Monday - Friday at their Clearwater facility, 1059 N.
Huercules Avenue. Cash donations are also welcome.
See www.ClothesToKids.org for more information._________________________________________________

REPRESEnTATiVE PRoMoTED State Representative
Jim Frishe, (R) has become the Florida House of
Representative Majority Whip. Frishe, elected in 2006,
was re-elected in 2008 and 2010. He served as Deputy
Majority Whip from 2008 - 2010. Rep. Frishe represents
Clearwater Beach and most of the Pinellas Beaches. __________________________

STuDEnTS HELP THE
HoMELESS Eighth grade
students from Saint Cecelia
Catholic School raised money
to help Pinellas Hope help
the homeless. The students
were asked to earn funds at
home, so that they could
purchase wood, nails, and
screws. With those materials,
under the leadership of the
8th grade teachers, the
students, parents and a
skilled carpenter built
platforms to be used for the
tents that would normally sit on the bare ground.

Did You Know...
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FiREFigHTER oF THE YEAR
Driver Operator Christian Schuele
was named Clearwater Fire &
Rescue’s Firefighter of the Year.
Schuele was recognized for
maintaining a positive attitude at
work, where he sets an excellent
example for his fellow firefighters.
According to the nomination form,
“There are many people who
speak of their accomplishments,
but there are few who let their
actions speak for themselves.”
Schuele is an active member of the Fire Fitness Team as well
as the Department and County’s Tech Rescue Team.___________________________________________________

FASHion SHoW AT THE LEgion The American
Legion Auxiliary Post 7, on the mainland of Clearwater, is
holding a Fashion Show Tuesday, February 15th, at
11:30am. Cost is $10 a person and includes a delicious
lunch, silent auction and an exciting fashion show by Bon
Worth and the Dress Barn. All profits from this event are
used to support our troops and their families. Tickets may
be purchased at the American Legion, 1760 Turner Street
in Clearwater, or call Nin Madrigal at 727-410-6505.___________________________________________________

TAxing HELP Volunteers are needed to help people
prepare their federal tax forms. Volunteers receive IRS
certified training (5 to 6 days in January) and
reimbursement for mileage. Computer knowledge is
necessary. A minimum commitment of four hours a week
in February, March and early April is required. For more
information, please visit www.AARP.org/taxaide.  ___________________________________________________

nEED AnoTHER CoPY? Pick up an extra copy of this
newsletter at the Beach Chamber Office, area banks, real
estate offices, Sand Key EZ Mart & Island Estates UPS Store._________________________________________________

SEA BLuES FESTiVAL MoVing This popular free
Coachman Park concert is moving to late Spring. The
new dates for the two day concert are May 6 and 7._________________________________________________

TiP 411 is an anonymous tip texting service, allowing
citizens to send text messages, regarding non-emergency
crime information, directly to CPD. You can remain
anonymous. Anyone with a cell phone can send an
anonymous tip by texting 847411, or Tip411, as the
phone number. Anonymous web tips can be sent at
clearwaterpolice.org. This is not an alternative to calling
911. In an emergency, you should always call 911._________________________________________________

HALF-A-THon RETuRnS
The 6th Annual Clearwater
Half-A-Thon is Sunday,
January 23rd. Last year
over 870 people ran or
walked in one of the
events. The run starts in
Coachman Park at just after
7am, crosses the Memorial
Causeway Bridge, goes
through South Beach, over
the Sand Key bridge, turns
and repeats the course
back to Coachman Park.
Entry fees range from $45
online in advance to $80
the day of the run. Register
online at www.ClearwaterHalfaThon.com. _________________________________________________

ouR nExT iSSuE iS FEBRuARY Read this, as well as
other issues, online at BeachNewsletters.com. 



CLEARWATER BEACH NEWSLETTER

CAPTAin CoLBY PRESEnTS
FiSHing inFo To BoAT CLuB

The scheduled November
meeting for the IRB Boat Club
included a presentation by
Captain Mike Colby, President
of the Clearwater Commercial
Marine Association and
operator of the charter boat
Double Hook in Clearwater.
The presentation gave club
members an update on the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill,
an overview of federal
fisheries management and
upcoming changes in the
recreational fishery. 

Captain Colby presented current National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) data showing the
small remainder of the federal fisheries closure zone. In
addition, NOAA data on fish tissue sampling and results
gave club members the assurance that fish caught in
Federal waters are safe for consumption. Upwards of
30,000 tissue samples have been examined by NOAA,
with no evidence to date of the presence of
hydrocarbons. NOAA sampling of fish tissue will continue
along with careful scrutiny of any reproductive, migratory
or behavioral changes.

The presentation also included a description of how
federal fishery management plans are designed. Captain
Colby explained how the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council uses fishery dependent and
independent data, committee reports and public input to
build and implement fishery management plans. Captain
Colby's overview of the council process gave club
members much needed insight into how recreational
fisheries are managed.

Captain Colby also gave the club information on soon to
be changes in the recreational fishery. The change in the
fishery that will have the greatest impact on fishermen
will be the Gag grouper closure that will begin January
1, 2011. This closure will affect Gag grouper only, and
will continue until June 1, 2011. The closure is written as
a interim rule and can be changed by NOAA when
future Gag stock assessments become available.
Recreational anglers will continue to have a full closure
(all shallow water groupers) during February and March
2011. On April 1, 2011 the limited fishery will reopen
with the exception of Gag grouper. Gag grouper will
remain closed until June 1,2011 unless otherwise
directed by NOAA fisheries. Captain Colby explained
that the Gulf Council took this action as recent stock
assessments indicate Gag grouper numbers to be in
decline. Captain Colby told club members "we are
entering uncharted territory, our for-hire operators and
recreational fishermen have never experienced a closure
of this length." 

For information about the IRB Boat club call 727.517.1997
or e-mail boatclub@IRBhome.com

1993’s no nAME SToRM
Were you here during the March 1993 No Name
Storm? Did you have an interesting story or experienced
damage? If so, I want to hear from you. We are
planning to do a story about it in the next issue. Call the
517-1997 or email me at BOB@GriffinDirectories.com
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A Year in Review
by Clearwater Chief of Police, Anthony Holloway

As I approach the my first anniversary as Chief of Police in
February 2011, I am confident that the Clearwater Police
Department continues to move in the right direction as a
nationally recognized and accredited police department.
Over the past year, the city experienced a 15% reduction in
crime. Part of this, I believe, is attributed to a proactive
approach in neighborhood policing and the implementation
of a cutting edge approach to law enforcement known as
predictive policing. During the past year, CPD has
implemented several new programs and initiatives.

Compstat Mapping Program - Crime mapping began in the
early 1990s as an approach to detecting and responding to
crime. Cities across Tampa Bay use crime mapping, but CPD
is one of the first in the area to provide officers results in
their cruisers right after crimes happen. The data is updated
hourly and visually plots crimes based on police reporting
data and the department’s computer-aided dispatch system.
Officers can help identify the start of patterns, by visually
detecting trends. Real-time information provides a better
indication of neighborhood problems or issues and allows
the department to efficiently deploy resources.

Crime Analysis Unit - The Crime Analysis Unit (CAU)
analyzes crime and identifies trends and patterns. This new
initiative is based upon a predictive policing philosophy,
which uses a variety of policing strategies, such as
intelligence-led policing, hot spot policing, neighborhood
policing, and problem solving. The CAU helps the
department to use information from multiple sources to
prevent crime. This approach is instrumental in not only
helping reduce and prevent crimes in our community, but

improving the quality of life for our citizens.

Park, Walk, and Talk - Despite technological advances,
sometimes it is important to get back to the basics. This
program has Officers park their vehicles, walk in their
assigned neighborhoods and talk to people in the
community. This allows officers to break down the physical
and psychological barrier created by a police cruiser, and to
engage people in a positive, proactive and problem solving
manner. It also reinforces the concept of community
involvement as a critical component to CPD’s success.

Community Liaison Teams - CPD has made changes to the
Neighborhood Policing philosophy including implementing
three Community Liaison Teams and three Anti-Crime Teams
assigned to each of the city’s three districts. They meet and
address neighborhood issues, attend neighborhood
meetings, events, and respond to the needs of the residents
regarding quality of life issues involving crime. 

Citizen Alert Network - The Alert Network allows CPD to
instantly update citizens about crimes, emergencies and
important information. Alerts are delivered via email and are
also available through text messaging on your cell phone.
The biggest benefit of the Alert Network is that it makes two-
way communication possible between law enforcement and
citizens. You can sign up by going to our website,
clearwaterpolice.org, click on “sign up for alerts.” 

Policing is not just about catching the bad guy anymore; it
is about providing services that enhance Clearwater’s
quality of life. Neighborhood by neighborhood, block by
block, our dedicated policing staff works hard to eliminate
crime. It is through these initiatives that CPD is making
Clearwater safer by protecting the residents we serve. 
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CRAB FESTiVAL
SuCCESS Both
Cooters and Frenchy’s
reported record
business in October
during the famous
Stone Crab Festival.
They want to thank the
locals for coming out
and enjoying the food
and music. Save the
date for next year,
October 20-23 
_____________________

RESTAuRAnTEuR RECogniZED Frank Chivas, one of
the owners of Baystar Restaurants, which includes Island
Way Grill, was featured in the magazine “Cooking for
Profit” as one of area’s top restauranteurs. The magazine
is a leading national food service periodical that reports
current trends in the competitive food service market. The
article highlighted the successful business mix Chivas has
incorporated within his then four (now five) Pinellas beach-
themed restaurants. Baystar owns Clearwater’s Island Way
Grill and Rumba Island Grill, Redington’s Salt Rock Grill,
and Belleair Bluff’s Marlin Darlin Grill. A second Rumba
Island Grill recently opened in Oldsmar.
___________________________________________________

RESTAuRAnT WEEK PLAnnED The Second Annual
Clearwater Beach Restaurant Week will begin Mother’s
Day, May 8. The planning is still underway, but the
event may kick off with a Taste of Clearwater Beach on
Beach Walk Saturday May 7th. There is also discussions
of a concert on the beach in conjunction with the week. 
___________________________________________________

BEST BEACH BAR AWARD Shephard’s Tiki Bar was
awarded Floridabeachbar.com’s highest award for the
Ultimate Beach Bar, the 5 Flamingo Award.  
___________________________________________________

FiRST AnniVERSARY Located in the Hyatt Regency,
Shor American Seafood Grill has been open a year.
During that first year they received various awards and
accolades including the “People’s Choice” award in the
Annual Taste of Clearwater event. David Powell, Food and
Beverage Director would like to thank everyone for dining
with them and making their first year such a great success.
___________________________________________________

THE BoARDWALK on iSLAnD ESTATES This new
restaurant and bar is replacing Tommy Duff’s. It is a
completely different concept with new owners. 
_______________________

BonEFiSH gRiLL giFT
CARDS Give the gift
everyone wants this
Christmas - a gift card to
Bonefish Grill. If you
purchase $100 worth,
you will receive a $20
Bonus Gift Card, to use
as a gift, or even keep
for yourself. When you
purchase, they will donate money to a charity of your
choice and enter your name in their $5,000 contest.
See their Manager for details or call 518-1230.
___________________________________________________

CLoSED Tommy Duff’s, Island Estates 

Restaurant News...
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BEACH WALK by Chapel by the Sea
The Second Annual Beach Walk will be held January 22
at 8:30am. This event, promoted by Chapel By The Sea,
donates its proceeds to the RCS Food Pantry in
Clearwater. The walk begins across from the Palm
Pavilion, and heads south along the beach to the Hyatt
Regency, then north along Mandalay back to the church.
Registration includes a T-Shirt, pancake breakfast and
race goodie bag. Registration is $12 adults, $9 Children
(6-18) and Under 6 are free. Make checks payable to
Chapel By The Sea Beach Walk and mail to 54 Bay
Esplanade, Clearwater Beach, 33767. Call 446-0430
for more information

SunSET CinEMA MoViES on THE BEACH
The popular Sunset Cinema, movies on the beach at
Pier 60, has been extended. There is an effort to provide
these movies all year (weather permitting) on Friday and
Saturday evenings. All the regular pier activities, such as
artisans, crafters, street performers and live music will
also take place. Beach towels, blankets and low lawn
chairs are welcome. Movies begin at dusk. Pop corn and
beverages will be available. Here is the schedule for the
remainder of December:

December 29 (Wednesday) We Are Marshall
December 30 (Thursday) The Blind Side

(Part of Outback Bowl Day activities with Fireworks)
December 31: (New Years Eve) King Fu Panda
January 1: (New Years Day) Iron Man 2

You can see the complete and changing schedule online
at www.SunsetsAtPier60.com or by calling 449-1036.
This is partially sponsored by the City of Clearwater’s
Parks and Recreation Department

BEACH LiBRARY uPCoMing EVEnTS:
Cooking with Rita - These are free cooking classes with
classically French-trained chef Rita Fabula, who has
cooked in France, Greece, Italy and Istanbul. She also
taught at the Baltimore International Culinary College.
All classes are from 11:30am to 1pm. Different cuisines
will be covered.  Classes are January 10, and February
7. Preregistration is required and space is limited.
Tales of Shelling - Resident writer Anne Garris will host
an informative shelling program and display her shell
collection February 15 at 1:30pm. Anne’s parents
operated a shell shop, specializing in Florida shells, and
she has been shelling on Clearwater Beach since 1942.
Come see her shells and hear her tales of where they
can be found and how they live. February 22, Anne will
present a Shell Crafting Class at 1:30pm

CHiLi CooK-oFF
Backwater’s 6th Annual Chili
Cook-Off will be held at their
restaurant, 1261 Gulf Blvd in
the Shoppes of Sand Key,
Sunday, January 30th. If you
have a great recipe for chili
or just like to eat it, plan to
attend. See their website
www.BackwatersOnSandKey.com or call Larry the owner
at 517-7383 to enter your chili.
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nEW SHoPS on
MAnDALAY Joe
Kokolakis, a Tarpon
Springs developer,
bought and
remodeled the shops
at 387 Mandalay,
across the street from
the Hilton. Three new
tenants are Art &
Wine, Four Monkeys
Candy and Engel &
Voelkers Real Estate.
In November, he also
purchased 385 Mandalay and the SAI Gift Store. He
plans to subdivide and remodel that space, as well.
___________________________________________________

nEW HoTEL A new hotel is under construction on the
first lot south of the marina on Coronado. It is scheduled
to be a Hampton Inn.
_________________________________________________

nEW DonuT SHoP Opening soon on the south end of
the beach, the Donut Shack, owned by Tom, the shop is at
325 Coronado, in the site of the former Hungry
Howies/Tony’s Pizza. He hopes to be open by January 1st,
and plans to serve donuts, muffins, pastries and coffee, but
they will also serve lunch sandwiches.
___________________________________________________

SAnDPEARL gETS PARTnER The Sandpearl Resort,
opened in 2007, acquired a new managing partner
Ocean Properties, Ltd, of Delray Beach. They purchased
a 50% interest in the resort but indicated that there will
be few personnel changes. Ocean Properties owns the
2.5 acre site of the former Adams Mark hotel on
Gulfview Dr. S. where they still plan to build a 230-room
hotel. JMC Properties developed the Sandpearl and still
owns a 50% of the resort.____________________________

nEW CHAMBER WEB SiTE
The Clearwater Beach
Chamber of Commerce
released their new web site.
The web address is still
BeachChamber.com, but it has
been totally revised and
upgraded. The site was
redesigned by Ian LeBlanc of
Little Frog Innovations. Among
its special new features, visitors
will have the ability to convert
the text into 12 different languages. This is very useful to
our overseas visitors. The Chamber presented a sneak
preview of the new web site at their annual breakfast
December 14th. To join the Beach Chamber, call 447-
7600 and ask for Darlene Kole, Executive Director. The
Chamber located at 333 South Gulfview Blvd. is
between Crabby Bills and McDonalds.
___________________________________________________

SoLEi BouTiQuE A new ladies boutique opened in the
space vacated by Dana’s in the Shoppes of Sand Key. It is
located in Suite #106, near the Columbia Restaurant.
Owners Patti and Steve Homburg also own the two Island
Classics stores in the same shopping center.
___________________________________________________

LES PARTnERS LoungE in Island Estates turns 26 this
month. They opened in December 1984

Business Briefs...
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More Business Briefs...
FREnCHY’S MoTEL
Michael Preston,
owner of the Frenchy’s
restaurants opened a
motel called The
Oasis at 423 East
Shore Blvd. They have
15 units ranging from
$119 to $159 a night
with a two night
minimum. They have
weekly and monthly
rates available and
accept all credit cards.
It is located in the former Olympia. The Chamber of
Commerce gave it their 2010 Beautification Award at
their annual breakfast December 14th. 
___________________________________________________

MuSCLE BEACH Eagle Fitness, now called Muscle
Beach, is the workout facility in Pelican Walk Plaza at
483 Mandalay Blvd. They also have tanning and a
smoothie bar. Get more info at MuscleBeachBrand.com. 
___________________________________________________

HYATT REgEnCY
RECEiVES FouR
DiAMonDS The hotel,
only 11 months old,
has already achieved
the AAA Four Diamond
Award designated for
hotel and resorts that
deliver only the highest
quality of
accommodations,
hospitality and service.
Less than 4% of more
than 31,000 surveyed
properties achieve this standing. The ranking is issued by
AAA Travel. Hotel guests can now participate in their
new Toy Box program, which allows children to check
out toys. The program is designed to help remove some
of the challenges faced by parents traveling with children
and has an assortment of age appropriate toys and
games for toddlers to tweens.
___________________________________________________

nEW CAnDY SToRE Four Monkeys Candy Connection
recently opened at 387 Mandalay. New owners Christen
and Tim Mortara affectionately named the store after
their four kids. They have over 100 types of gummies,
candy and locally made taffy. They also have a special
room in the back for kids parties.
___________________________________________________

onE YEAR oLD We are now one year old! This
newsletter was first published December, 2009 and was
24 pages. We have now published 6 issues and are up
to 32 pages. We would like to thank all our advertisers
for making that possible and our readers for their
feedback and wonderful contributions.
___________________________________________________

nEW REAL ESTATE oFFiCE Engel and Voelkers
opened a Clearwater Beach office at 387 Mandalay
Avenue, across from the Hilton. This new office is run by
Kelly and Steve Kepler who also run the Cleveland Street
office. Their new phone number is 461-1010.
___________________________________________________

CLoSED Sand Key Cleaners the Shoppes of Sand Key 
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RuLES oF THE RoAD
Bicycles, Walkers and Drivers, this means you!

This topic was suggested by Deputy
Sheriff, Kelly Ford. “The main violation I
see in our area is people riding bicycles
and motorcycles while wearing
headphones,” says Deputy Ford. “It is
not only against the law, it is so
dangerous. While wearing them, you
cannot hear cars, bicycles coming up
behind you, sirens or even horns.”

There are many other rules of the road
for bicycles, pedestrians and cars. Here
are just a few.

CYCLISTS - A bicycle is considered a vehicle. Therefore, a
bicyclist has the same rights and responsibilities as
motorized vehicles, and can also receive traffic tickets. That
means cyclists must slow down at yellow lights and stop at
ALL red lights and stop signs. Cyclists are allowed on
sidewalks, except in designated areas where they may pose
a risk to pedestrians, such as in a busy downtown area.
While on a sidewalk, cyclists must yield to pedestrians. They
also need to make sure they look for turning motorists,
stop at driveways, all intersections and parking lots. 

Bicyclists should travel on the right side of the street, with
traffic, and if there is a designated bike lane, they should
use it. A cyclist traveling slower than the normal speed
should ride close to the right curb area.

In a group, cyclists should ride in a single file, unless the
bike lane or roadway is significantly wide enough to ride
side by side. Cyclists should never ride more than two
abreast except on paths and roadways designed for that.
This applies even to the early morning hours when there
may be less cars to compete with.

For riders 16 years and under, helmets are required by law.
For those over 16, helmets are highly recommended.

PEDESTRIANS - Pedestrians, walkers, joggers and runners
have rights too, and in most cases they must be given the
right of way. But pedestrians must understand that they
have responsibilities, too.

If there is no sidewalk, pedestrians must be on the left side
of the road, facing into oncoming traffic. When on a
sidewalk, it is OK to walk on either side of the road. If a
sidewalk is available, pedestrians must use it, and are not
permitted to walk in the street. This includes runners.

Pedestrians may cross the street mid-block, unless there are
traffic signals at each end of the block. If they are crossing
mid-block, the pedestrian must yield to oncoming vehicles,
whether they are motorized or non-motorized. If there is a
crosswalk, they must use it.

MOTORISTS - At crosswalks, motorists must STOP if a
pedestrian has signaled an intent to cross, whether there is
a blinking light or not. Everyone must stop, as soon as the
person steps one foot off the curb. Motorists emerging
from an alley or driveway that crosses a sidewalk are
required to yield to pedestrians.

If the road is too narrow to share, drivers must give cyclists
the right of way. When a road narrows, cyclist must be
given the time and space to merge left and get in front of
the driver. Florida law requires that a motorist keep a safe
distance when passing a cyclist. This means at least 3 feet
of clearance. Drivers may cross the center line in a no-
passing zone to pass a cyclist.
For more information, see www.dot.state.FL.us/Safety.
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WinTER FiSHing in 
THE CLEARWATER AREA

by Captain Gary Burch, All Catch Charters, 458.6335

We left the docks around 8:30 am and headed north of St.
Joseph Sound in Dunedin. It was low tide at 9 am and I
wanted to check out some deep holes in the mangrove
cuts. A cold front just passed and winter chill was in the air. 

At our first location, we started throwing jigs with plastic
tails and immediately caught trout 18 to 20 inches, with lots
of lady fish mixed in. Our second stop had similar results
with the addition of a couple blue fish. Old man winter is
here and there is plenty of action to be had.

Late December, January and February, the low tides create
an excellent opportunity to find fish. Cold fronts push
through every week or two and sometimes even twice a
week. This weather produces extreme low tides, especially
around a new or full moon. The strong northwest and
northeast winds push a lot of water out of the bay and
expose grassy bottoms and oyster beds in the back waters,
canals and mangrove cuts. The deeper holes adjacent to
these high and dry areas may be holding lots of fish. 

A few days before our typical cold front arrives, the winds
increase and blow from the south and southwest. As the
front gets closer, temperatures increase, with SW winds
around 15 to 20 mph, and the pressure starts dropping.
Fish start feeding and catching them picks up.

As soon as the front hits, strong winds switch from the west
and it usually rains. As the front passes, the winds turn
northwest, barometric pressure increases and the
temperature will start dropping. 

The first day after a cold front passes is usually not a good
day to fish. Winds are still blowing 20+ mph out of the
northwest, the bay water is awfully dirty and the barometric
pressure is very high. Also, the seasonably cold air will
drastically drop the water temperature 10 or so degrees.
This scenario totally shuts down the fishing and their
environment. Wait a day or two, then start fishing again. 
Next area we targeted had residential docks on one side
and exposed grass flats on the other. We idled into the
canal as far as we could and drifted out. Our casting
covered a lot of docks. We did see several snook hanging
under the docks but they were not interested. This is typical
when the water temps drop so fast.

Don't let the Florida cold fronts keep you high and dry. After
the front passes, we usually have the best weather in the
country. There is plenty of opportunity to get out and catch
fish during the winter months. 
I’ve started booking winter charters already so get on
board, bring a jacket and let’s go catch some fish.

Have fun and be safe on the water!
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BEACHCoMBER LEgEnD KEEPS on
giVing oLD SCHooL gRACiouS SERViCE
Restaurant Review by The Love Chef

Bob Heilman’s vision of a great restaurant is stronger than
ever with his Beachcomber Restaurant, fine dining in the
midst of beach eateries. Since 1948 their formula for
serving the best quality American fare, generous drinks, and
affordable prices has won them awards and praise, from
food writers and diners over the years.

The spacious area is divided into unique spaces anchored in
the center with a large horseshoe bar.  You’ll see regulars
and visitors frequenting everyday, including your Love Chef,
who may be at the bar greeting fans.

The piano is next to all the activity in the main dining room
and every evening the live music is enjoyable as
background, because it is not electrified.  So talking and
romantic dining is possible.

Back to the food, the steaks and chops are USDA prime and
the fish as fresh as you can get on the Beach. All entrees
include a relish tray and choice of salad and a side.  My
“Principessa” loves the Beachcomber’s famous Back-to-the-
Farm Chicken (as do half my neighbors).

Since 1910, this Heilman traditional dinner has been a
favorite.  Each dinner includes the Heilman soup of the day,
and old fashioned cream slaw.  A platter of Spring chicken
is sauteed in a Dutch oven skillet and served with fluffy, fresh
whipped potatoes, pan gravy, fresh vegetable of the day
and hot home baked bread from the oven.  Extra portions
of vegetables, slaw and rolls are complimentary.

Selections from the USDA PRIME Butcher Block:
•Charcoal Broiled Beef Tenderloin Tips - Served en
brochette with Bearnaise and fresh mushroom caps.

•Charcoal Broiled Lamb Chops - Two thick loin lamb chops,
served with minted jelly and Chef’s special sauce.
•Wisconsin Loin of Veal Picatta - Milk-fed veal sauteed in
butter, topped with a light lemony demi-glace.
•Marsala - Veal lightly browned and seasoned, then
finished with Marsala wine and mushrooms.

Each entrees includes: A basket of fresh home-baked
banana bread, muffins and rolls; A choice of Crisp Chilled
Mixed Greens, Old Fashioned Cream Slaw, Sliced Beefsteak
Tomatoes or Spinach Salad: A choice of Baked Jumbo
Idaho Potato  Fluffy Fresh Whipped Potatoes, French Fried
Potatoes, or fresh vegetable of the day.

Bob Heilman’s Beachcomber - (727) 442-4144
447 Mandalay Avenue, North Clearwater Beach

Lunch: 11:30 am - 4 pm, Dinner: 4 pm until -
Open 7 days open 365 days a year
Reservations Suggested
Full bar with an extensive wine list.
Dress: Adult - Most Credit Cards accepted
Free valet parking always available.

Regular dinner entrees from $14.95 to $28.95 Inclusive of
relish tray, salad, potato or vegetable. Special 2fer menu
(recently two for $28.00) are Sunday from noon to 5:30 pm
and Monday-Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 pm

Ladies and gentlemen, this truly is a Love Chef destination
whether you’re a native or visiting, this is a winner!

May I add, Bobby’s Bistro & Wine Bar next door is in the
family, and serves up a contemporary light approach menu
with many wines by the glass.
Mr Anthony, a Sand Key Resident, is the author of many cookbooks
and has appeared on local and national TV. You can find his books
on Amazon.com. Visit his web site TheLoveChef.com. "Cooking With
Love" and "The Love Chef" are registered trademarks.
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BE PREPARED FoR 
RETuRn oF ESTATE TAx

There’s never really a bad time to do estate planning. But in
the months ahead, Belleair residents may have an extra
incentive to look at their estate plans. Why? Because
changes are coming to estate tax laws — so you’ll want to
be ready.

Change is nothing new in the world of estate taxes, which
have been in a state of flux for years. As the law now
stands, there is no federal estate tax in 2010. Then, in
2011, the estate tax is scheduled to return, with an
exemption amount of $1 million and a top rate of 55
percent. Yet, these figures are highly likely to change;
ultimately, we may see a return to what existed in 2009: a
$3.5 or $5 million exemption and a top rate of 45%.

Of course, your susceptibility to the estate tax will depend
on the size of your estate. But no matter what your level of
assets, you’ll want to have your estate plans in order. First of
all, you almost certainly need a will. You’ll also need to
make sure you’ve named the proper beneficiaries in all your
legal documents.

Now, let’s return to the estate tax issue. Specifically, how can
you help reduce any potential estate tax burden your heirs
may face? Here are some ideas to consider:
• Take Advantage of Your Exemptions - You and your
spouse each receive an exemption from the federal estate
tax. As mentioned above, this exemption could be anywhere
from $1 million to $5 million, starting in 2011. To maximize
these exemptions, you may want to create a credit shelter
trust. In a nutshell, here’s how it works: When you die, you
fund a credit shelter trust with assets equal in value to your

available exemption; if you have other assets, you can leave
them to your spouse, free of estate taxes. Your surviving
spouse can draw income from the trust’s assets while he or
she is alive. Upon his or her death, the trust disperses the
assets to your children or other beneficiaries, taking
advantage of your original estate tax exemption. Your
spouse’s estate will also disperse assets to beneficiaries,
using his or her exemption to reduce or avoid estate taxes.
• Use Life Insurance - If you owned a $1 million dollar life
insurance policy, and it was subject to an estate tax rate of
55 percent, your beneficiaries would receive a death benefit
of just $450,000. But if you established an irrevocable life
insurance trust (ILIT) with a new insurance policy, the trust
would own the policy and distribute the proceeds to the
beneficiaries you’ve chosen. By using an ILIT, you’d keep the
insurance out of your taxable estate.
• Give generously - You can give up to $13,000 per year to
as many individuals as you like without incurring gift taxes.
Couples can gift $26,000 annually. The more you give, the
lower your taxable estate. You can also reduce your estate
by making gifts to charitable organizations.
Keep in mind that estate planning can be complex. You will
need to work with your legal and tax advisors before
establishing any type of trust or other estate-planning
mechanism. And with the looming return of the estate tax,
there’s no time like the present to get started. 

Brenda  Ehrke, Financial Advisor Edward Jones 
Belleair Bluffs, (727) 581-3583 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by Brenda B.
Ehrke your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones,
its associates and financial advisors are not estate planners and
cannot provide tax or legal advice. Please consult your attorney
or qualified tax advisor regarding your particular situation.
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Looking for a nice New Years Eve dinner or a place to
ring in the year? Check out our list of Clearwater Beach
locations below.

AL & STELLA’S ITALIAN CAFE - Open for dinner with two
seatings, 5 and 8pm. Reservations required.

BACKWATER’S On Sand Key - Will have their quiet,
locals party with a champagne toast at midnight.

BILLY D’S RESTAURANT & BAR - Open until 3am. DJ and
a band, free champagne at midnight.

BOB HEILMAN’S BEACHCOMBER - Open for lunch and
dinner served 3:30pm - midnight. Special menu with
piano and party favors at midnight. 

BOBBY’S BISTRO at the Beachcomber - Dinner will have
a fixed price meal of $69 per couple. Party favors and a
Champagne toast at midnight.

BROWN BOXER PUB & GRILL - Open 11am - 3am with
a live band and big party.

CARETTA ON THE GULF in the Sandpearl Resort -
Dinner served from 6 to 10pm with a four course meal
including a champagne toast and party favors at
midnight. Entertainment by Laura Lee on the keyboards.
Reservations are required - 441-2425.

CESARE’S at the BEACH - Open at 5:30pm. Special
menu with fixed prices. Call for details, 449-8797.

CLEAR SKY BEACH CAFE - Open for breakfast, lunch
and dinner. Special menu all night. Champagne toast
and party favors at midnight. 

COLUMBIA RESTAURANT on Sand Key - Open for dinner
only. They will close around 10pm.

COOTER’S RESTAURANT & BAR - Offering a casual
‘island style’ evening. Open 11am until 2am with dinner
specials served until midnight. Party favors, hats and
champagne are included. Open New Year’s Day at
11am with Mimosas, Bloody Marys plus free chips and
salsa during the bowl games. Now accepting
reservations - 462-2668.

CRABBY BILL’S - Causeway location is open for lunch
and dinner, but closing at 11pm. Beach Walk location is
open from 8am to 1am. Many food and drink specials.

FORLONI’S RISTORANTE - Open for dinner only. The bar
only will be open past midnight. Champagne toast at
midnight.

FRENCHY’S ROCKAWAY - the only Frenchy’s staying
open late.  There will be a band and they close at 2am.

GONDOLIER PIZZA - Open for breakfast, lunch and
dinner closing at 10pm.

LITTLE ITALIAN PIZZA - Open for lunch and dinner with
delivery until 10pm. 

JIMMY’S FISH HOUSE at the Holiday Inn - Open for
breakfast, lunch and dinner with Espree de Kor, from
8pm to 1am. Champagne toast at midnight. Rooms
available at the Holiday Inn.

KIKU JAPANESE RESTAURANT - Open for dinner only,
closing at 11pm.

ISLAND WAY GRILL on Island Estates - Three seatings,
4pm, 6:30pm and 9pm, at one fixed cost. Live
entertainment beginning at 9pm with party favors and a
midnight champagne toast.

La CACHETTE - Downtown Clearwater’s French styled
restaurant is taking reservations for their Gala New Years
Eve celebration, including dinner, dancing, and wine
tasting. Dress is costume or formal. It is limited to only
50 couples. Call 596-5439 for details and reservations.

LOBSTER POT BISTRO - Special party with live band.
Special dinner menu with champagne toast at midnight.
No cover for dining patrons. Make reservations by calling
446-8809.

PALM PAVILION - See the last sunset of the year and
have a great meal, too. Sunset is at 5:47pm. They will
have live entertainment and fresh stone crabs. 

REFLECTIONS at the Hilton - is offering a four course
meal with a choice of 3 different entrees and a
Chocolate Tuxedo Bombe for dessert for $49 per person
not including drinks. Reservations are required. Live
entertainment will be in the Coasters Bar, 8:30pm to
12:30am with a champagne toast at midnight. The hotel
is offering a weekend package on rooms at $269 per
night (3 night minimum). Call 461-3222 Ext 144. 

SHEPHARD’S RESTAURANT - Open from 8am until 2am,
they will have two bands, two DJs and three huge
parties. The dinner package is $110 per person if
reserved by Christmas, with limited availability includes a
reserved table, the buffet, endless wine and soft drinks
during dinner plus their the Party Package. Reservations
are required. The Party Package is $69 per person
(reserved by Christmas) and includes an open premium
bar from 9pm to 2am, Las Vegas style gaming tables (for
fun only) Champagne and party favors at midnight. VIP
seating in The Wave Club is also available. Call 441-
6875 visit www.Shephards.com.

SHERATON SAND KEY - The Grand Ball Room offers a
special dinner including an open bar and a midnight
champagne toast. Music by Breezin Entertainment. Cost is
$129 per person. Rooms available for $179 per night.
Their Mainstay Tavern offers a more casual evening with
live music by Billy Martin. Rusty’s Bistro will be open for
fine dining, offering a prime rib buffet for $27 per person.

SHOR RESTAURANT at the Hyatt Regency - Enjoy dinner
and an exclusive party overlooking the Gulf of Mexico with
a four course pre-fixed dinner champagne toast, party
favors, and live entertainment. Cost is $65 per person for
dinner or $95 per person with wine pairing. Guests will
have exclusive access to the Belleair Beach Club
overlooking the Gulf of Mexico. There will be free
complimentary parking. Reservations required 373-4780.

STARLITE MAJESTY - Enjoy their New Years Eve Cruise.
Board at 8pm and return at 12:30am. $125 per person
includes four hours of cruising, appetizers, dinner,
dessert, complimentary bar, party favors, champagne
toast and live band. They dock in the Clearwater Marina.
Call 462-2628 for advanced reservations.

THE BEACH BAR - Biggest party in North Beach. No food
but a great time with dancing to live music. Located north
of the Hilton and south of the Sandpearl. Enjoy Happy
Hour until 4pm. Visit ClearwaterBeachBar.com. or call
447-4100 after 4pm.

WATERCOLOUR STEAKHOUSE at the Marriott Sand Key -
Open for normal a la carte dining with live entertainment
in the lounge. No special functions planned. Rooms are
available.

nEW YEAR’S EVE Fun on CLEARWATER BEACH
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DECK THE PAWS THiS HoLiDAY SEASon!
by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel

When thoughts turn to gift giving this
holiday season, more than a few lists will
include a new puppy or kitten. Either the
recipient will ask for a new four-legged
friend to play with, or a beloved family
member or friend will want to surprise a
recipient with the gift of loyalty and
unconditional love only a pet can bring.

While the gift of a new pet can bring joy and happiness,
it is also a major responsibility for the pet owners. Will
the pet be a good match for the family? How about the
pet’s eventual size or activity level? Are there any
allergies to be concerned about? Do the potential owners
own their home, or are they renting where leases may
restrict the size and type of pet that can be owned? These
and other issues need to be considered to ensure the best
match between pet and owners.

Pinellas County Animal Services is continuing its tradition of
offering pet adoption gift certificates. The program has
successfully matched pets and owners during recent holiday
seasons, and is very simple – simply pick a certificate up for
the cost of an adoption at Pinellas County Animal Services,
located at 12450 Ulmerton Road in Largo. From there,
many gift givers choose to wrap the certificate with a pet
food dish, water bowl or leash – a hint at what’s to come.

By purchasing a pet adoption gift certificate, you are not
only giving the gift of a new pet, but giving the gift of
time for the potential owners to choose the right pet for
their situation. Recipients can wait until after the hectic
holiday season, when the decorations are put away and

the boisterous holiday party season draws to a close, to
go to the adoption center to find their new friend. This
allows everyone the opportunity to get to know each
other with a lot less stress. 

Remember all of the pets at Pinellas County Animal
Services are selected for their friendly personalities, have
all the necessary shots and are spayed or neutered. By
ensuring these important steps are taken in advance, the
staff at Animal Services is helping to check the spread of
diseases such as rabies, prevent the tragedy of pet
overpopulation and save new owners the time and
expense of having these services done. 

As we go into the holiday season, it’s also a good time to
review some precautions to keep pets safe:
• Many holiday plants can lead to health problems in
dogs and cats. Among the plants to keep out of reach
are holly, mistletoe, poinsettias and lilies. 
• The extra cords and plugs of holiday lights and other
fixtures can look like chew toys to pets. Tape down or
cover cords to avoid shocks, burns or other serious
injuries. Unplug lights when you are not home. 
• Dinner times during the holidays can be hectic and
confusing, with new smells and unfamiliar dinner guests.
Plan a separate area for your pets during these times. 
• At the end of parties, remove and dump any remaining
alcoholic beverages so they don’t tempt pets. 
• Holiday tinsel can be a danger to pets if they eat it.
Keep it and other ornaments out of reach of pets.
• Reduce your pet’s stress by keeping feeding and
exercise on a regular schedule. 

For more information about Pinellas County Animal
Services, visit www.pinellascounty.org/animalservices or call
(727) 582-2600. 



CLEARWATER BEACH NEWSLETTER

WinTER HEATing SAFETY
As the temperatures drop, the number of fires increases.
According to the United States Fire Administration
(USFA), an estimated 108,400 winter residential building
fires occur annually in the United States, resulting in an
estimated average of 945 deaths, 3,825 injuries, and
$1.7 billion in property loss. Although cooking is the
leading cause of winter residential building fires, heating
equipment is second on the list as one of the leading
causes of home fires during the months of December,
January and February.  Heating your home safely is not
as simple as the “flick of a switch.” Clearwater Fire &
Rescue recommends the following tips:
• Have a professional service heating equipment annually.
• Keep combustibles, or anything that can burn or melt,
away from heaters, furnaces, fireplaces and water
heaters (at least three feet).
• NEVER use a range or oven to heat your home.
• Never leave a burning candle unattended.  Extinguish
candles when you leave a room. 
• Keep matches and lighters up high, out of sight and
reach of children (preferably in a locked cabinet).
• Test smoke alarms and make sure you family knows
the fire escape plan.  

Additionally, heating and cooking equipment that burn
fuel are potential sources of carbon monoxide.  Be
aware of the dangers and know the signs of carbon
monoxide poisoning.  Some symptoms include shortness
of breath, nausea, dizziness, light-headedness or
headaches.  High levels of CO can be fatal, causing
death within minutes.  Carbon Monoxide alarms can
provide early detection.  However, they are not a
replacement for smoke alarms.
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JoLLEY TRoLLEY’S CoASTAL
RouTE WELL RECEiVED

Jolley Trolley extended their transportation services
beyond the borders of Clearwater in November. This
marks their first expansion beyond those borders and
the route has seen exceptional ridership in the first few
weeks. The route connects Clearwater Beach to the
coastal cities of Clearwater, Dunedin, Palm Harbor and
Tarpon Springs.

Jolley Trolley’s Coastal Route is an hourly service that
connects to their current Clearwater Beach commuter,
which is a 30 minute service. You can board any Jolley
Trolley on Clearwater Beach from the top of the hour
(10:00, 11:00, 12:00…) to the bottom of the hour
(10:30, 11:30, 12:30…) and make the connection to
the Coastal Route. The Coastal Route operates from
10:00am to Midnight on Fridays and Saturdays, and
10:00am to 10:00pm on Sundays. Jolley Trolley has
also extended their beach commuter operating hours to
11:30pm on Fridays and Saturdays.

Robert Longenecker, Executive Director of the Jolley
Trolley, reported that the first three weekends of the
Coastal Route averaged 530 passengers for the three
day weekends. This is far more than was expected for
the route with early projections in the 125-150 range.
The route was originally projected to carry 15,000
passengers for the first year. Mr. Longenecker said, “We
now believe that we may achieve 30,000 passengers,
taking 15-20,000 cars off the road.” He added, “This is
an exceptional value; $4.50 for a Day Pass ($2.25 for
seniors) for unlimited rides on the beach, the coast and
all of Pinellas County. Our operating agreement with
PSTA allows for interchangeable passes between the
providers; our passes work on their buses, theirs work
on our trolleys.”  Jolley Trolley’s beach commuter
increased ridership from 66,000 in 2009 to 125,000 in
2010 in spite of lackluster overall tourism numbers.

The Jolley Trolley has earned a reputation of reliability
and convenience by focusing on schedule adherence,
extending their reach into local neighborhoods and by
supporting all local events. Now, they will provide access
to even more events planned up and down the coast
from Clearwater Beach to Dunedin to Palm Harbor to
Tarpon Springs. You can access the new Coastal Route
map and schedule on the website
www.ClearwaterJolleyTrolley.com or pick one up at any
Chamber of Commerce office, hotels and of course, on
board the Jolley Trolley.  
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There is a piece of the Atocha’s bounty right here in
Pinellas, at the Silver Queen store. It is not just the usual
gold and silver coins made into necklaces; there are
actual silver bars on display. For those that are not aware
of the Atocha, here is a little of its history. 

In the mid 1500s, about 50 or 60 years after Columbus
discovered the New World, Spain began creating
settlement colonies in Central and South America to
collect the riches of the newly discovered land. Spain
would send shipping fleets to the settlements to bring
back silver, gold, copper, tobacco, gems, jewels, indigo
and agricultural products. The ships used the island of
Cuba as a central shipping point, where upon arriving in
the Caribbean, the ships would split up and go to
different ports. 

On March 23, 1622, two fleets with 28 ships and 82 men
left Spain. The cargo carrier, called an amaranth, was the
110 foot galleon, Nuestra Senora de Atocha, which
translates to “Our Lady of Atocha.”  Atocha was a Madrid
parish.

Trip were scheduled to avoid hurricane season, but during
this voyage complications caused the Atocha, loaded with
gold and treasures collected on its journey, to arrive in
Havana several weeks late. This caused the fleet to leave
Cuba, for its return trip to Spain, on September 4th, six
weeks behind schedule. Two days after they set sail a
severe hurricane formed. To avoid it, the ships sailed
towards what is now Key West. Two cargo ships, the
Atocha and the Santa Margarita, entered the Gulf of
Mexico between Key West and the Dry Tortugas and sank
during the storm. There were only 5 survivors, three
sailors and two slaves. Losing the boats was a huge blow
for the Spain, as they planned to use the treasures to
finance their “Thirty Year War”.

The Margarita sank in shallow water, but the Atocha hit a
reef and sank 55 feet to the bottom. At first the Atocha’s
tall mast was still visible, so the Spanish quickly tried to
salvage what they could. But as there was no scuba gear
at that time, the men had to free dive. Most of the gold
and silver had been locked up, making salvage close to
impossible. When another hurricane came through the
next month, the wreck was completely destroyed. 

The Spanish spent several years salvaging the treasure on
the Margarita, using Indian slaves. As a result, they
recovered almost half of the items listed on the manifest.
Many times though, the ships carried pieces that were
never officially registered on the manifest, so there was
valuable treasure that was never recovered. After the first

month, the Spanish never located the Atocha wreck
again. 

In the 1960s, with newly improved Scuba equipment
available, people had a renewed interest in finding the
shipwrecked treasures Spain lost during the colonial
years. Key West’s Mel Fisher became involved and his
company, Treasure Salvors, searched 16 year before
finding the Santa Margarita in 1980. They found the
unsalvaged Atocha wreck and its mother lode of silver,
gold and emeralds five years later.

The salvaged coins, both gold and silver, were minted
between 1598 and 1662. Coins were the easiest way to
transport gold and silver, so many of them had been
made in the Caribbean before the return voyage to
Spain. Most of the coins had been either rare or unknown
prior to the Atocha discovery.

After the discovery, the United States government claimed
title to the wreck and the State of Florida seized many of
the items Fisher had recovered. After eight years of
litigation, the US Supreme Court ruled in favor of Fisher
and returned the treasure.

Today, a museum in Key West celebrates Mel Fisher’s
expeditions and our treasure trading history. Many
recovered gold and silver bars and coins are for sale
around the country. Art and Pat Arbutine, owners of The
Silver Queen, recently acquired two large silver Atocha
bricks. Each weighs about 70 pounds. They also have
many Atochia coins. 

“Silver has really gone up over the past few years,” says
Art. “It is selling for $27 per ounce these days.” That
means each bar is worth about $30,000. Art bought his
part of the treasure from an investor and other private
owners. He also acquired many of the coins that had
been made into jewelry.

“Mel Fisher used to sell these coins for as much as $1400
when you could buy them elsewhere for $400 dollars,”
Art says. “Mel used to say you were buying history, not
just silver. Today, we are selling both, at a lower price.”

The Silver Queen opened in 1973 as Belleair Coins. His
wife Pat had an interest in selling silverware. Today they
are known as The Silver Queen and are recognized as
the largest sterling silver matching service in America.
They also trade in gold and silver. The Silver Queen is
located at 1350 West Bay in Largo. Their son and co-
owner is Chris Arbutine, Mayor of Belleair Bluffs.

THERE iS TREASuRE nEARBY
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Real Estate News...
by Tara Beheshti Keller Williams Gulfside Realty, 

How is the Market? This seems to be the question
everywhere you go! The Market Action is measured by
looking at the balance between supply and demand
using a statistical function of the current rate of sale
versus current inventory. Even though the market is still
quite strong in the Buyer’s Market, during this year we
have seen a slow moving shift towards that balance
between the supply and demand and showing signs of
strengthening in our local market. What is contributing
to this shift is lower number of inventory and an
increase in number of sales.   
Single Family Homes:
Price Range Current Inventory Sold
Under $200,000 0 0
$200,000 - $400,000 15 11
$400,001 - $600,000 16 16
$600,001 - $800,000 14 10
$800,001 - $1,000,000 10 4
$1,000,001 - $2,000,000 20 4
Over $2,000,000 7 3
Condos & Townhomes:
Price Range Current Inventory Sold
Under $200,000 61 54
$200,000 - $400,000 168 110
$400,001 - $600,000 80 92
$600,001 - $800,000 40 32
$800,001 - $1,000,000 21 17
$1,000,001 - $2,000,000 29 19
Over $2,000,000 6 1
These market statistics reflects the current activity listed
properties and those that sold in the 33767 zip-code
from January 1 to December 1, 2010.

Here is another way of seeing how the market is doing:
Since the beginning of the year a total of 379 properties
have sold in the Clearwater Beach area.  Here is a
breakdown on how buyers purchased.
Purchase #  Sold      % of Total
Methods                            Transaction       Volume
New Conventional     119 31%    $54,422,151
Cash Transaction       235 62%    $107,374,320
All Others 25 7%    $11,827,219
Total 379        100%
$173,623,690
Data provided by Multiple Listing Service is deemed reliable but not
guaranteed.

Tara Beheshti Keller Williams Gulfside Realty, 636 S. Gulfview
Blvd. Clearwater Beach, 417-6620, www.TaraBeheshti.com.

on THE RoAD AT THE CAPiTAL THEATRE
Ruth Eckerd Hall and the City of Clearwater are co-
sponsoring entertainment at the Capital Theatre, located
at 405  Cleveland Street. Upcoming shows include:

January 13: 4Troops
January 15: Jeff Daniels
January 22: Ottmar Liebert and Luna Negra
January 29: Linda Eder
February 17: Johnny Winter

Call 791-7400 or visit RuthEckerdHall.com for ticket
information.
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CHRiSTMAS TREES & PoinSETTiAS
Andy Wilson, Extension Specialist, Pinellas County Extension

Living Christmas Trees- Southern red cedar (Juniperus
virginana) and sand pine (Pinus clausa) are two Florida
natives that are grown commercially for both cut and
potted Christmas trees. Both southern red cedar and
sand pine can be planted in the landscape after use
and both are drought tolerant once established. The
southern red cedar also has good salt tolerance. Want
the experience of selecting your own tree to cut on a
Christmas tree farm? Check out this listing of Florida
Christmas tree farms from the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services: http://www.florida-
agriculture.com/consumers/christmas_trees.htm

Care of Cut Christmas Trees- The single most important
thing to do to keep cut Christmas trees fresh is to keep
the base of the trunk immersed in water at all times
once it is brought into the home. Most research has
failed to show any real benefit from additives to the
water like corn syrup, bleach, etc. Depending on the
size of the water reservoir in the tree stand it will
probably be necessary to check the water level at least
once a day. The tree’s ability to absorb water is usually
improved by making a fresh cut at the bottom of the
trunk before placing the tree in the stand.

Care of Potted Poinsettias- If you receive a poinsettia as
a gift or buy one as part of your holiday decorating,
follow these tips to keep it in good condition throughout
the holidays. If the pot is covered with a decorative foil
or plastic wrap, punch some holes in the bottom to
allow water to drain out. Water thoroughly when the soil
is dry to the touch. A few minutes after watering the
plant, pour out any water that has accumulated in the
saucer under the pot. Poinsettias can be quickly
damaged by waterlogged soil. Locate the plant in an
area with bright, indirect light or some filtered sunlight.
Dark locations will promote leaf drop. To keep the
plants in the best condition, avoid exposing them to
temperatures below 65 degrees F. More information on
the care and use of poinsettias can be found in the fact
sheet “Poinsettias at a Glance” available from our office
or here: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP349 

Gifts for the Gardener-The University of Florida
Bookstore has a great variety of books, flashcards,
posters and other helpful references for the gardener on
your gift list. Check out the selections here:
http://ifasbooks.ifas.ufl.edu/ 
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REAL ESTATE in iSLAnD ESTATES 
HoME SALES  JAn-noV 2010 

Prices                        Average 
Normal Sales 10          $498,000-$2,150,000 $753,200
Distress Sales    8          $259,000-$904,000  $563,525
Distress Sales Pending 6  $325,000 - $680,000
Normal listed homes: 23 $550,000 - $1,799,000
Distress listed homes:  4  $589,000 - $1,750,000

2009 HOME SALES SAME PERIOD
Total properties sold:  28
Normal sales: 15    $469,900 - $1,480,000  $940,011
Distress sales: 13    $450,000 - $   675,000  $590,523

ConDoS PEnDing & SoLD  JAn-noV 2010
Normal sales           63 $  92,000-$900,000  $305,699
Normal sales pending 8 $115,000-$749,000  $369,986
Distress sales             9 $100,000-$715,000  $261,567
Pending distress sales10 $ 99,950-$379,000   $215,744

CURRENT LISTINGS:
Normal listings     84   $75,900-$1,500,000  $303,172
Distressed listings  14   $75,900-$  499,000  $203,430

2009 CONDO SALES SAME PERIOD
Normal sales   39      $103,000-$899,000    $258,410
Distressed sales 10     $145,000-$510,000    $223,300

Joanne Hiller is the Broker/Owner of Island Estates Realty and
Joanne Hiller & Associates, specializing on Island Estates and
the Beaches for 40 years. Call her at 460-5721 or visit
IslandEstatesRealty.com for listings and a virtual tour of the
Beach area.
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MARCHing in THiS YEAR’S
MACY’S DAY PARADE

by Bryttani Schwab, Senior - Color Guard Captain

Five days of 160 kids - 23 chaperones, 11 instructors,
counting, hurry up and wait, cold, wind, sun, rain, buses,
wearing layers of clothing, removing layers of clothing,
hand warmers, toe warmers, gloves, walking, ten
students sick, four students too sick to march, minimal
sleep in five days, sightseeing, food, pictures, parade
marching, flying .... and the memories = PRICELESS!!!!!!

Marching in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade was
the most incredible experience. The Seminole Warhawk
Band worked long and hard for 18 months, and many
times I wondered what all the hype was about. Mr.
Wood, the band director, had applied several times and
finally the time came and the Seminole High School was
accepted. Our parents and boosters began fundraising
over a year ago with a goal of $350,000. It was not an
easy task at all.

Although we had a very busy schedule with practices,
and a 1am wake-up call to practice in Herald Square
Thursday morning, it was all worth it. I loved looking up
at the buildings and seeing all the people hanging out
their balconies, windows and parties inside many
buildings. I did not realize how many families and
friends came to the Big Apple to watch us, until we heard
them yelling from every corner it seemed. That was
exciting and gave us the energy to perform for the 2.5
mile parade. I am so proud to have been a part of this
trip. New York City is full of energy, history, Broadway
shows, dining experiences and cultures. I am so grateful
to our community for supporting this experience. 
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gET RiD oF unWAnTED MAiL 
By: Mary Capbell, Urban Sustainability Agent, Pinellas
County Extension

I often get asked this question 
when discussing reducing 
paper use. Since we each 
use approximately 700 
pounds of paper each year,
the amount of energy to 
make, transport and 
dispose of this paper is 
significant. So we print 
on both sides, widen our
margins, only print when
we must and recycle as 
much as we can. Then, 
we open the mailbox 
and are faced with a 
flood of paper in the 
form of catalogs, 
advertising, and product 
offers. How do we stop this unwanted mail? 
An excellent resource for this  is Federal Trade
Commission Consumer Protection,
www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/alerts/alt063.shtm

The Direct Marketing Association’s (DMA) Mail
Preference Service has a website that walks you through
the options to opt out of receiving unsolicited
commercial mail from many national companies. Once
you have filled out the forms and selected your
preferences, it will reduce the selected mail for five
years. When you register with this service, your name
will be put on a “delete” file and made available to
direct-mail marketers. However, your registration will not
stop mailings from organizations that do not use the
DMA’s Mail Preference Service. To register with DMA’s
Mail Preference Service, go to www.dmachoice.org. 

As we move through the catalogs season, look for ways
to reduce, reuse and recycle this paper. Go online to the
catalog website and ask to receive online information,
offer catalogs to others who may be interested, and
always recycle the catalogs when done. Make your
preference for less paper known to businesses so they
can be part of the solution to reduce waste.

MoViE MAKing iS An ExCiTing BuSinESS
by Sheri Aquilar, of Island Way Grill

Working at Island Way Grill has been a bit more exciting the last couple
of months. With Winter the Dolphin having her own motion picture being
filmed around Clearwater, and most of it right next door to us, we have
had a lot of action. One week there was a segment of the movie that
brought hundreds of extras to the lot next door. Not only did we get an
up close look at the filming, we also had the pleasure of serving
hundreds of people each day. However, some of the most exciting days

were when stars like Harry Conick Jr. and Morgan Freemen stopped in for dinner or Sunday Brunch. My twin boys even
got a chance to be an extra on one of those days. Chances are slim that they will be in the final movie, however it was
fun to see them there on the set.

It is amazing how much goes into making a movie and the number of people it takes to make it all happen. Everyone
we met during the making of this movie has been a pleasure to deal with. Watching the large equipment and
cameras move from one spot to another makes you wonder how they know what the next move should be.
Now that it is done, when it is released, I look forward to sitting with my boys and watching the movie come to life.
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CLEARWATER DEVELoPMEnT PLAnS
by Clearwater Vice-Mayor John Doran 

For as long as folks have come to or lived on Clearwater
Beach, there have been differing ideas about what it should
be. How much tourist and how much residential? How
much public use and how much private use? What to allow
and where to allow it? How to get here, and for most,
where to park? 

I know these discussions went on before I came in 1983
because newspapers wrote about it and because I’ve asked
those who were here before me. I know they’ve gone on
since 1983 because I have been part of most of them as: a
long time member of the Clearwater Beach Association,
which got petitions signed in the ‘80s asking for a new
Memorial Causeway Bridge; a member of the 1989 Beach
Task Force, which met, studied, discussed, debated, and
produced a report for the then City Commission with
analysis and recommendations; one of the founders of the
Beach Chamber, and a Board Member of the Regional
Chamber; a member of the Community Development
Board; and a City Council member. Whatever happened
earlier, you have to acknowledge that a lot has happened in
the last decade.  

After nearly 30 public meetings and charettes in the ‘90s,
Beach by Design was approved and things began to
happen. Starting with the new entryway and roundabout,
which replaced a pretzel-like roadway with multiple traffic
lights and conflict points, resulting in what most will admit is
much improved traffic movement most of the time and no
worse at the peak times. That public investment and
commitment plus the plans and implementation for a new
high-span Memorial Causeway Bridge led to private

investment in the Mandalay Beach Club condos, Belle
Harbor condos, the Sand Pearl Resort and condos, the Hyatt
Aqua Lea resort hotel (with 400 public parking spaces), and
a host of smaller projects all over Clearwater Beach. For our
public investment of roughly $100 million (the new
entryway, roundabout, Memorial Causeway Bridge, and
Beach Walk), we have a Billion dollar beach, because the
private sector responded to the concept and commitment to
Beach by Design.

Despite the 2008 financial debacle, all of the public projects
and almost all of the private projects that had started have
been completed. And construction has begun on a long
awaited (and privately funded) parking garage, which will
give us total parking equal to where we were when a lot of
the beach was actually a sea of paved parking. 

Additional new hotel plans have been designed and
approved in anticipation of an inevitable economic recovery.
Hamden is scheduled for resurfacing soon. The private
sector recently built more than a few boat slips, with plans
for more. People with ideas, some with money, continue to
look at the possibilities along both sides of East Shore and
elsewhere, knowing that the investment of the last decade
positions Clearwater Beach well for the next decade.

Opinions differ, but you can mark me down in the “like it
but not done yet” column.

ouTBACK BoWL CoMES To CLEARWATER BEACH
Penn State and the Florida Gators, along with their
bands, cheerleaders, and fans will descend on
Clearwater Beach, north of the pier December 30
beginning at 11am and be here all day. Come to the
beach and enjoy the fun and help make it a festive
atmosphere. Get information at www.OutbackBowl.com.
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oRgAniZATionAL nEWS
island Estates Civic Association Their next meetings
are January 10 and February 14. Dues are $40 per
year. The IECA pays over $10,000 per year to maintain
the entry way into Island Estates including landscape
maintenance such as planting, trimming, spraying and
weeding plus electricity, fixtures, and maintaining the
American Flag. The IECA plans many events throughout
the year. Get more info at www.MyIslandEstates.org or
call Wally Pope, President, at 461-1818.

island Estates Woman’s Club - January marks the
beginning of their 50th Year. December 21st is their
Holiday Luncheon at Clearwater Country Club. January
18th will be their Annual Scholarship Fashion Show at
the Belleair Country Club. Fashions will be provided by
Patchington. This is a fundraiser for their scholarship
program. The Woman’s Club meets regularly September
thru May, on the third Tuesday of each month at nearby
restaurants. Membership is open to all women residents
of Island Estates. The dues are $15 for Island Estates
residents and $20 for associate members who are not
residents. For information, call President Barbara
Blakely, 449-8453 or Membership Chairperson Joan
Landreth, 812-8078.

Clearwater Beach Association announced their
board members at the Dec 4, 2010 annual meeting.
There are 15 board members divided into three classes
and members are elected for three years. Each year one
class expires and a new class is elected. Folk are also
elected to fill a vacancy due to a member leaving.
Members can serve two consecutive three year terms. 
2011 - 2013 class ... three year term

Rosemarie Swisshelm (2008)
Patrick Gallagher (2008)
Lillian Johnson (2011) - first time on the board
Wendy Meller (2011) - first time on the board
Sam Hutkin (2011) - first time on the board

2010 - 2012 class ... two replacements
Ron Delp (2011) & Despina Athanason (2011) 

2009 - 2011 class ... one replacement
Anne Garris (2011)

Visit ClearwaterBeachAssociation.net for information.

Clearwater Historical Society The Historical Society
meets on the first Monday of each month. The next
meeting is January 3rd. Their museum, open every
Saturday (November thru May) and on the first and third
Thursdays of each month is located on South MLK Jr
Blvd, just south of Lakeview. Membership is $5 students,
$10 individuals, $20 family, $150 corporate, $250 life
and $500 patron. Call Bill Wallace at 446-2676 or
Michael Sanders at 434-1684 for more information.

island Estates Yacht Club would like to thank all the
boat owners who decorated their boats and participated
in their Annual Lighted Boat Parade. Mark your calendar
for next Island Estates Lighted Boat Parade, December
10th, 2011. To become a member of the IEYC, call
John Garrity at 447-4965 

Sand Key Civic Association was selected by the City
of Clearwater as the Neighborhood of the Quarter for
Fall. They participated in the Holiday Lights, hosted a
2010 Candidate Form and held the first Spring Fest
during Celebrate Clearwater’s Neighborhood Day. They
try to collaborate with residents, local businesses and
partners to bring this island neighborhood together.
They meet monthly at the Clearwater Community Sailing
Center. Contact President Gene Gillispie at 596-0993.
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Clearwater Library and Rec Center The Pinellas
Genealogy Society will present a program on Tuesday,
Feb. 1, 1 p.m. at 69 Bay Esplanade. Learn how to
research your family history. Find out if there are any
black sheep in your family or if there are any skeletons
in your closet. The free program explains what
genealogy is and teaches you where to look for
information, record keeping and organizational skills.
For more information, call (727) 462-6138

The Clearwater Downtown Development Board
The winners of their third annual Wreath Decorating
Contest held during the Downtown Clearwater Holiday
Light-Up and the Miracle on Cleveland Street are:
Ascension Day School Pre-K Class and its teachers Liz
Walker and Susan Kostacky who received third place
and a $25 prize, Lori & Kristin Storer who won second
place and a $50 award and both first place and the
Peoples  Choice Award, worth $100 and $25
respectively, went to Annie Gray. The 17 one-of-a-kind,
all-original wreaths were judged on workmanship, use
of materials, creativity and originality. They look forward
to holding more contests at future events. Photos of the
some of the wreaths and the event can be viewed online
at www.tinyurl.com/2010wreaths. 

Clearwater Yacht Club On December 4th, they had
their annual Change of Watch Ceremony, one of their
most formal functions of the year. The current
Commodore, Mr. Tim Roberts, passed his flag to the
Vice Commodore, Miss Sandie Ramsden, who became
the 2011 Commodore of the Clearwater Yacht Club for
their centennial year. After the ceremony, members
attended a formal dinner dance and introduction of the
new Board of Directors.




