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the history of clearwater’s island estates
Island Estates was born in controversy. It started in the
1920s, when a civic leader called Judge John Bird went
to Tallahassee to persuade the legislature to give us more
underwater land on which to build Memorial Causeway.
While he was there, he discovered that Mr. Francis
Skinner of Dunedin had purchased 95 acres of
submerged land in Clearwater Bay for $44,000. Another
unnamed person had also purchased about 45 acres in
the vicinity for $250 an acre. Judge Bird suggested
Clearwater start asking questions about who was buying
the land, and why, but no one listened for many years.
In the nineteen forties, towards the end of World War II,
most of the gasoline had "gone to war" and motorized
craft were almost nonexistent in Clearwater Bay. My
Daddy bought a large, old rowboat which was our ticket
to enjoying the bay between Clearwater Beach and the
row of mangrove islands which divided the bay, about
halfway between Clearwater Beach and Downtown
Clearwater. Those island would become Island Estates.
I remember the day my boyfriend rowed us to the shallow
waters beside the islands. We climbed out of the boat
and, with the tow line over his shoulder, he showed me
how to gather the elusive, delightful and delicious bay
scallops. If you have never seen a scallop in its habitat
you have missed something. They are usually sitting on
their hinge and slightly open, just wide enough to see a

string of tiny blue eyes between the edges of the shells. If
you reach for one and miss, it usually squirts swiftly
backwards into the muck your feet have stirred up.
We filled our bucket and rowed back across the bay,
shepherded by a sting ray following in our wake.
There was one island where a narrow waterway led to a
small lake in the center of the island. When we were
feeling brave, we made our way between overhanging
mangrove branches to the lake, where a dilapidated
dock extended precariously a few feet into the water. It
was a place of mystery and excitement, especially when
the guys always warned us to watch out for snakes in the
mangroves on the return trip.
In 1955 Wallace Skinner, Mr. Francis Skinner’s son, and
contractor Harry Armston asked the Clearwater City
Commission for permission to dredge up an area
considerably larger than the islands you could see above
water. Typically, residents of Clearwater took sides. “Save
Our Bay” some demanded. “Clearwater needs the
development,” others insisted. During a city election, the
issue was hotly contested.
Among those objecting was a coalition of 12 individuals
who questioned the developer’s title to the land. When
they discovered the discrepancy in the title had been
corrected earlier, they continued their suit for two more
years. As the suit dragged on, the developers offered a
compromise. They signed over to the City of Clearwater
70 acres of the underwater land which lies between the
east side of Island Estates and the Intracoastal Waterway,
plus the area south of the eastern fingers, measuring
1,400 feet to the causeway center line and 820 feet from
the center line to the other fingers.
Story by Anne Garris
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clearwater Beach
neighBorhood newsletter
This is our sixteenth Clearwater Beach
Neighborhood Newsletter. We started
this publication in December of 2009.
You will find articles and local
information about the Beach area
inside. We call it a Neighborhood
Newsletter because it is primarily
about your neighborhood, Clearwater
Beach. It is mailed it to the entire zip
code of 33767 including Island Estates
and Sand Key.
We want your input. How did you like
this issue? What suggestions do you
have for future issues and articles?
We hope you enjoy this newsletter. We
call it a “Neighborhood Newsletter”
because it is about Clearwater Beach,
your neighborhood. It is mailed to
about 5,000 households and includes
Island Estates and Sand Key. We
publish this edition six times a year.
Call or email us,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997
bob@griffindirectories.com
see you again in octoBer!
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eMergencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-1-1
Police non-eMergency. . . 562-4242
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neighBorhood liaison . . 562-4554
------------------------------------------------chaMBer of coMMerce . . . 447-7600
333 South Gulfview Blvd, Clearwater Beach
Darlene Kole, Executive Director
Post office island estates 449-8732
sand Key ParK . . . . . . . . . . . 588-4852
Shelter Reservations,PinellasCounty.org/park
Marine aQuariuM . . . . . . . 441-1790
249 Windward Passage, Island Estates
clearwater sailing ctr . . 517-7776
1001 Gulf Blvd, Sand Key
Jolley trolley . . . . . . . . . . 445-1200
483 Mandalay Avenue, Suite 213
clearwater yacht cluB . . . 447-6000
830 Bayway Blvd South

rotary, Clearwater Beach meets every
Thursday, 12:15pm at Shephard’s lunch
Adam Bottie, President 466-8692
carlouel hoMeowners association
Kris Hampsey, President 441-4188
clearwater Beach association
Wendy Hutkin, President 216-3274
Ann Garris 446-4410
sand Key ciVic association
Meets first Wednesdays each month at the
Clearwater Community Sailing Center
Richard Jackson, President 595-3575
island estates ciVic association
Wally Pope, President 461-1818
www.MyIslandEstates.org
island estates woMen's cluB
Marie Wadworth, President 447-7180
little league
John Murphy 813-486-4430
friends of the liBrary
Anne Garris 446-4410
clearwater historical society
David Allbritton, President 481-5102
------------------------------------------------Pinellas county info . . . . 464-3000
coMMission offices . . . . . 464-3000
Susan Latvala, CWB/Island Estates 464-3276
Karen Seel, Sand Key . . . . . . . 464-3278
state:
Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411
Republican, District 13
8940 Seminole Blvd, Seminole 33772
Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Jim Frishe . 727-518-3902
Republican, District 54
125 Indian Rocks Rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
Rick.Scott@myflorida.com
florida united states senators:
Marco Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area united states rePresentatiVe:
Rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENts
August
Little League Register for Fall Ball
Beach Sunset Run at Pier 66
Florida Sales Tax Holiday
Hands Across the Sands
Trim Notices Property Tax Mailed
IRB Boat Club 3 Rooker Party
Primary Election Day
Public School Begins

OCtOBER

3
3-5
4
8
12
14
20

sEPtEMBER

Labor Day
3
Buc’s First Home Game
9
Grandparents Day
9
Sand Key Triathlon
16
IRB Boat Club Meetings Resume
20
Autumn Begins
22
IRB Boat Club End Summer Island Party
22
Clearwater Offshore Racing
28-30

Fire Prevention Month
Columbus Day Holiday
8
Stone Crab Season Begins
15
Clearwater Jazz Holiday
18-21
Johns Pass Seafood Fest 19-21
Keep Pinellas Beautiful
20
Country Jubilee Heritage Village 20
Clearwater Jazz Art N Walk
20-21
Clearwater Bch Chamber Golf Tourn. 22
Stone
Crab
Festivals
25-28
Blast Friday Downtown
26
Chalk Walk Beach Walk
26-28
Halloween Carnival Rec Center
30
Halloween
31
Boo Bash Brighthouse Field
31
Sea Turtle Nesting Season Ends 31
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Did You Know...
rePresenting
clearwater at the
olyMPics Zack and
Paige Railey, “sailing
siblings” who live in the
Clearwater area, both
competed in the 2012
Olympics. They started
sailing at the Clearwater
Yacht Club and later out
of the Clearwater
Community Sailing
Center on Sand Key.
They are the first
brother-sister siblings to
ever compete at the
same time in Olympic sailing. While neither won a medal,
they both had strong finishes.
_________________________________________________
Volunteers needed The Clearwater Library has
volunteer opportunities available at the Coachman Park
location. The hours are flexible and training is provided.
Give back to your community and Clearwater. If you are
interested, call Diane McKeever at 562-4970 or visit
www.MyClearwater.com/cpl.
_________________________________________________
Pool stays oPen The Beach Recreation Department
officially closes the city pool on August 19th. However,
Friends of the Library and Rec Center are providing the
funding to keep the pool open an additional 6 week-ends,
including Labor Day, through September 30th. The pool
will be open from 1pm to 5pm on those weekends.
___________________________________________________
taste of clearwater Dozens of area restaurants
will gather inside the Ruth Eckerd Hall on October 11 for
this popular evening sponsored by the Clearwater
Regional Chamber of Commerce. Admission is $25.
___________________________________________________
Blast fridays Normally held on the last Friday of the
month, there will be no BLAST on August 31. Look for it to
return September 28th, in conjunction with the Clearwater
Offshore Power Boat Races.
___________________________________________________
chalK walK at Beach walK This new event is
sponsored by the Clearwater Beach Chamber of
Commerce. It will be held on Beach Walk Oct 26-28.
___________________________________________________
dali naMed one
of the Most
Beautiful
MuseuMs in the
world Based on its
architecture,
Flavorwire included
the St. Petersburg’s
Dali Museum as one
of the 20 most
beautiful museums in
the world. This puts
the museum in the
same class as Paris’
famous Louvre and New York's Guggenheim Museum.
The museums are located in 16 different countries, with
five in the United States. Russia and France are the only
other countries to have more than one museum included
on the list.
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cirQue du soleil
returns KOOZA™ is
the latest show for Cirque
du Soleil being presented
in the parking lot of St.
Petersburg’s Tropicana
Field November 8 - 25.
The show combines
acrobatic performance
and the art of clowning.
The show will be held in
The Grand Chapiteau
tent, which has a seating
capacity of approximately
2,500 and is entirely
climate controlled. The
entire site will take 8
days to set up and 3
days to deconstruct.
Tickets are now on sale at cirquedusoleil.com.
_________________________________________________
night out against criMe Join the Clearwater Police
Department in an evening of safety awareness during the
29th Annual National Night Out Against Crime at
Clearwater Mall on October 2 from 5 – 9 pm. Officers will
be on hand to talk about safety and crime prevention and
address any of your questions. There will also be
demonstrations, displays, child safety seat checks and a
limited supply of free kids bike helmets.
__________________________________________________
did you Know ed wright? He once owned most of
Sand Key. He died in 1970, just before the condos were
constructed. We are developing a story on him and Sand
Key’s development. If you have a connection to Wright or
the projects, please contact us, Bob@GriffinDirectories.com
or 517-1997. We would love to hear your story.
_________________________________________________
More gardens The Florida Botanical Gardens
Foundation and Pinellas County Parks Department are
expanding the Florida Botanical Gardens to include a
Vinery and another Children’s Trail stop. The project area
will increase the formal gardens by 8,000 square feet.
Located at 12520 Ulmerton Road , Largo, the new area
should be finished this fall.
________________________
change of coMMand
Last month, Steven
McDonnell relived Chief
Warrant Officer Morgan
Dudley as the Commanding
Officer of the Coast Guard
Station in Sand Key.
McDonnell, a native of
Warick, Rhode island,
enlisted in the Coast Guard
in 1987. He is married and
has a home in Ft. Myers.
After the ceremony, Chief
Warrant Officer Dudley
reported to Coast Guard Special Missions Training Center
at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.
_________________________________________________
need another coPy? Pick up another copy of this
newsletter at the Beach Chamber Office, The Beach Rec
Center, Island Estates Print Shack, Shorty’s Gourmet Deli &
the Island Estates UPS store.
___________________________________________________
our next issue is octoBer Read this, as well as
other issues, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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dredging finally Begins

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers began dredging the
Clearwater Pass on August 6. Between 30,000 and
70,000 cubic yards of sand will be removed from the
Federal Channels, which includes Clearwater Pass, the
cut channels connecting Clearwater Pass around
Clearwater Point to the Beach Marina and the channel
east from Clearwater Pass to the Intracoastal Waterway.
This sand will be placed to the north of Pier 60 and west
of the Swim Zone, to continue to nourish North
Clearwater Beach. The project is expected to be
complete within four weeks.
The area was last dredged ten years ago. The channels
are part of the Gulf Coast Inland Navigation District, a
joint responsibility of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
and local municipalities to maintain. The City of
Clearwater allocated $1,000,000 to cover the $754,960
projected cost of the project and any contingencies.
Funds remaining in the project at its completion will be
returned to the city. For more information, contact the
Marine & Aviation Department at (727) 462-6954 or the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at (904) 232-3455.

Morton Plant run

Morton Plant Hospital and Foundation is hosting their
annual Prostate Cancer Awareness Race September 8.
This is a 5K, 10K, run walk and Kid’s Dash. Held on the
Morton Plant Campus, it begins at 7:30am, with
registration opening at 6:30am. The Kid’s Dash is at
8:45am. The races start near the hospital and run south
near the water to the Biltmore. The cost is $30 in
advance for the 5K and 10K; the Kid’s Dash is $10. For
information call 462-7036 or visit MPMFoundation.org.

Pinellas centennial weeKend

There will be many activities at Heritage Village in Largo
to celebrate the county’s 100th Anniversary September
15-16. Some of the Events are in Heritage Village, with
others in the Botanical Gardens and The Florida Gulf
Coast Center for Fishing, next door. The celebration is
from 9am to 5pm Saturday and Noon to 5pm on
Sunday. The events are all free.

chaMBer golf tournaMent

The Beach Chamber of Commerce is hosting their
annual Golf Tournament on Monday, October 22nd,
and you do not have to be a member to play. You do
not even have to be good at golf. You are very likely to
win something, since there are many prizes for the
planned contests and raffles. If you want to play, call the
chamber now, 447-7600.
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history, continued
The dredging and filling finally began and lots that had
sold for $250 an acre were now on the market for an
average of $6,000 each.
“It will ruin the fishing,” wailed the sportsmen. But it
didn’t. “It will cut off the currents flow,” argued others.
But that wasn’t noticeable until years later. “The sand will
shift and the buildings will sink,” predicted the cynics,
and that did happened.
Dredging began in 1957 and Starboard, Midway and
Leeward islands were born, as well as the south part of
Island Way. Then, in 1960 sales slowed. Only eight lots
were sold and dredging stopped. In 1961 things got
moving again. The commercial areas were built then,
down to the Palm Islands. All this took 13 years to
complete. The rest was built in 1967.
St. Brendan’s church was added in the 1970s and so was
the Clearwater Marine Aquarium. Island Estates created
a need for another sewage treatment plant and, of
course, the city decided to put it on the most prominent
spot on the island, right where people would be sure to
see it from the Causeway. When the people protested,
city officials designed it to look like a yacht club from the
outside, complete with flags flying. When it became
obsolete, the Marine Science Center took it over for what
became the Clearwater Marine Aquarium. For years the
Coast guard had a houseboat station and a cutter
stationed beside the sewer plant, until they moved to the
new station on Sand Key.
When Island Estates was built, Mr. Francis Skinner, who
had developed North Clearwater Beach, dreamed of

another causeway, running from Sunset Point on the
mainland to Kipling Plaza on Clearwater Beach. He
dedicated the northern end of Island Way to the city to be
used for a connection to this other causeway. That very
valuable lot stayed unused for 25 years. After that, when
it was apparent that the city would not build the extra
causeway, the lot reverted to the developers who sold it
and a handsome home was built there.
In a very short time, the people of Island Estates have
created a heritage for themselves and their children. They
have actively defended their community from
encroachment, from outside and within. They have
maintained thier quality of life and organized active civic
associations,including the Women’s Club and the Yacht
Club. Each year, they present the community with a
Christmas Boat Parade.
My hat is off to you Island Estates. You have a community
of which you can, and should be proud.
History almost repeated itself when, in the 1970s another
group of developers wanted to develop Moonshine Island
and its underwater lands. Moonshine is the island just
north of Island Estates and had they succeeded, their
project would have left almost the entire east side of
Island Estates residents gazing across a narrow channel
at still another development. This might have happened
had not Bill Crown, whose mother Hazel Crown was first
president of Island Estates Woman’s Club, decided to
take a stand. He gathered together a group of residents
whose homes overlooked the island. They purchased all
the land and gave it to the state of Florida so that it can
never be developed. I’ll never forget the sight of that
land on a county map. It was huge!
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Restaurant News...
JiMMy’s tiKi Bar
Get a birds eye view
at Jimmy’s Tiki Bar on
the rooftop of the new
Pier House 60. You
can have a drink and
enjoy a sunset while
sitting at the highest
bar in Clearwater
Beach. At night, the
building is illuminated
with new LED lighting
that changes colors.
They plan a limited
food menu also. Jimmy’s Tiki Bar is on the 10th floor of
the new Pier House 60, at 101 Coronado Avenue.
_________________________________________________
cesare at the Beach announces new Menu
Beginning this month, they will offer an early dinner
menu called "Prima Sera" meaning Early Evening. It is
their version of an early bird menu. The new menu
includes pasta, meat and fish entrees from $14 to $16.
Four children’s dinners are available for $6, with
appetizers, soups and salads at $5. Domestic or
imported beers are $3 and house wine is $4. These
prices are valid every day from 5- 6pm. You must be
seated by 6pm and have ordered your meal 6:15pm.
___________________________
union Burger This new
burger joint opened on the
beach, but it is not typical fast
food place. Union Burger and
Coffee Culture, the first location
for the franchise in Florida,
opened August 1st at 454
Mandalay Avenue. It is a
owned by George
Karamounitzus, of the Obsidian
Group. Coffee Culture, through
the same doors, is a coffee bar and bakery, serving
specialty coffees and gourmet baked goods with a
European flavor. Both are open 11am to midnight, but the
burger store does stay open later on weekends.
_________________________________________________
Marina cantina Construction to convert Clearwater
Beach Marina’s old Post Office building into the Marina
Cantina restaurant has started. Plans have been submitted
to the City’s Community Development Board. The lease
with the city will include the entire second floor including
patio / deck on the second level, as well as a smaller deck
on the third level. In the meantime, the city as the owner is
doing construction to meet the Americans with Disabilities
Act requirements, including adding an elevator to the
second level. Owner Frank Chivas is the managing partner
for Island Way Grill and Salt Rock Grill.
_________________________________________________
Kelly’s south Beach This new restaurant is now
open at 731 Bayway, where Lobster Pot Bistro was. They
have food, a full bar and live entertainment on Thursday
through Sunday. They offer karaoke on Tuesdays and live
trivia on Wednesdays.
_________________________________________________
closings
Chang Bistro Thai - Mandalay is being sold
Casanova’s Italian - Cleveland Street
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More Restaurant News...
coluMBia
restaurant’s 107th
anniVersary Once
again in celebration of
the Columbia Restaurant’s
birthday, prices are being
rolled back to 1905 at all
six Columbia Restaurants.
Florida’s oldest operating
restaurant, it is owned
and operated by fourth
and fifth generation
founding family members.
The Columbia will offer a
special menu September 16th only with special low
pricing, from noon to 7pm. Get the famous Columbia
1905 salad for only $1.95, Flan for 50¢ and coffee for
only 5¢, just to highlight a few. This day only, there will
be no reservations or take out. For more details and
menu selections, see www.ColumbiaRestaurant.com.
Coincidentally, the location in the Shoppes of Sand Key
is 23 years old in September.
_________________________________________________
chaMBer founder dies Clearwater Beach Chamber
Founder, Kenneth G Rosenow, M.D. (84) died August 4th.
Ken, one of the area’s largest independent innkeepers,
212 units on Clearwater Beach, owned and operate the
Aegean/Spyglass Resorts for 22 years. One of three
original founders of the Clearwater Beach Chamber of
Commerce created in 1995, Ken saw the need for a
Business Chamber on Clearwater Beach focusing on the
City’s #1 Industry - our beach and tourism. He was a
board member of The Clearwater Marine Aquarium, both
Chambers of Commerce, The Clearwater Beach
Association and Innkeepers Association. Prior to moving to
Clearwater, Ken maintained a private medical practice
and worked as an emergency room.
_________________________________________________
Brits island grill Since opening in March, Britt's
has come a long way! The construction is finished and
the sushi bar is open. They are proudly offering live music
on the patio, competitive specials and literally something
for everyone. The Clearwater City Council recently agreed
to allow them to serve alcohol on the patio. Even though it
is in the “open space/recreation zone” where alcohol sales
are not allowed, the council unanimously voted to allow
alcohol sales in the outdoor café which is dog friendly.
Pop your head in and be amazed - Illuminated blue bar
top, thousands of hand-cut mother of pearl tiles on the
tables and walls, cathedral ceilings and imported wood.
Their hours of operation changed recently to include
breakfast on Fridays until 11am and brunch on Saturdays
and Sundays until 2pm! All day, every Sunday Britt's offers
2 for 1 drinks with $5 appetizers and Sushi Rolls after
2pm until they close at midnight! Visit
www.brittsislandgrill.com for more information.
_________________________________________________
Kids Menu Shor Restaurant at The Hyatt Regency
added a kid’s menu to its gourmet restaurant. There is a
new and innovative children’s food and beverage
program at Shor Restaurant. Nothing on the menu is
boxed or fried. Dishes focus on fun, fresh, flavorful and
(sometimes) interactive ingredients. You do not have to
stay at the Hyatt Regency to eat there; the restaurant is
open to the public for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
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Business Briefs...
shoPPes of sand
Key sold RNJ Sand
Key LLC from Boca
Raton, purchased the
center for $9.1
million. Property
Manager, Neal
Hamuy, told us they
plan to continue
operating the center
with some
remodeling, and an
upgrade to the tenant
mix. But it is already
90% occupied,
including The
Columbia Restaurant, Backwaters Café and smaller
merchants. The owners also own stores in Johns Pass
Village in Madeira Beach and in Key West. The sale was
handled by Pinellas Realtors Klein & Heuchan. Mark Klein
was quoted as saying, “The Shoppes of Sand Key
represent a fantastic opportunity for future high density
redevelopment.” President of the Sand Key Civic
Association Dick Jackson hopes, “If the shops prosper,
Sand Key will have saved its only shopping center, and
everyone will be happy.”
___________________________________________________
Business anniVersaries
The following businesses, all around for a long time, are
celebrating anniversaries. Stop in and congratulate them!
La Boutique, Island Estates, 35 years this month
Lou’s Spot, South Beach, 33 years this month
Euro Fashions, North Beach, 26 years next month
__________________________________________________
new naMe and owners On July 1st, the only
convenience store on Sand Key changed owners and
got a new name. What was Sand Key EZ Mart is now
Shorty’s Gourmet Deli and is now owned by Avi (Star
Beach & Sport) and Cindy Callahan. In addition to the
usual convenience store products, they have a full
gourmet deli. This is also the only outlet in Sand Key to
get extra copies of this newsletter.
__________________________________________________
real estate MarKet strongest in 5 years Just
when we were getting used to the "new normal" of a
down real estate market, the latest statistics may make us
think twice. Pinellas County continues to show signs of
recovery in the Real Estate sector. The total residential
property sales rose almost 16% from June 2011 to June
2012. Median sales price rose by 4.5% over the same
period. Condo sales were up just over 14% and the
median sales price was up 13% over the last 12 months.
In the meantime, Clearwater Beach has benefited the
most. While the average sales price for a condo rose
from $376,000 to $392,000 in 12 months, the average
sales price of a single family residence went from
$592,000 to $763,000. “Clearwater Beach has certainly
outpaced Pinellas County and it is the strongest its been
in 5 years” says Kenny Hayslett of the Hayslett
Team/REMAX.
__________________________________________________
news wanted If you have business news or
suggestions that is appropriate for this newsletter, e-mail
is Bob@GriffinDirectories.com, or call 517-1997.
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More Business Briefs...
anthony degina largo
Medical center’s new ceo
Degina comes to Largo Medical
Center with almost three decades
of healthcare experience,
managing hospitals from 49 to
560 beds. He received his B.S. in
Health Care Administration from
Providence College in Rhode Island
and his Masters of Hospital
Administration at Trinity University,
San Antonio, Texas.
_______________________________
new hotel in the worKs There is a plan to build a
new hotel, restaurant and marina north of the little bridge
on the Memorial Causeway, between East Shore Drive
and the water. The plan to build the new hotel, possibly a
Courtyard by Marriott, is being reviewed by the City
Planning Board. The proposed hotel’s architecture is a
modern Miami style. The property is owned by the
Tsafatinos family.
_________________________________________________
now oPen Ascentia Holistics, an Advanced Natural
Health and Wellness Center offers an extremely effective
approach to feeling fabulous through a unique fusion of
ancient wisdom and today's quantum physics. They use a
whole person approach that includes functional health
evaluation, “cell resonant” nutritional support, whole
foods, stress reduction, biofeedback, energetic remedies,
and healthy lifestyle coaching and education. Paige and
the staff at Ascentia will guide you in creating energy and
natural anti-aging, balancing moods and hormones, and
achieving a healthy body weight and lifestyle. Call 6149777 for your free consultation and the 100-Point
Wellness Scan, with the mention of the “Neighborhood
Newsletter” - normally a $100.00 value.
__________________________________________________
under construction Finally the plans to remodel
Surf & Turf, in the Belleair Shopping Center were
approved and work has begun. Manager Michael
Walguarnery says they will remain open during the
remodel, which will last until the first of November. Many
things are being done. The store will have a completely
new look, seating for an inside café, and be expanded to
allow for more product display.
__________________________________________________
exPanding Century 21, Coast-To-Coast is planning to
open their fourth office, this time on Sand Key. A sign in
the windows of Shoppes of Sand Key says coming soon!
They are currently located in Clearwater Beach at 662
South Gulfview. Madonna Steinlage is the broker there.
Call them at 462-2500.
_________________________________________________
walgreens changes Walgreens submitted plans to
the city to build a new store near the roundabout, between
East Shore Dr. and Poinsettia Ave., north of the incoming
Memorial Causeway and east of the Wings store. The the
south beach store manager says he has not be told if that
store is moving or if it is an additional store, but the
locations are less than a mile apart.
__________________________________________________
closed
Island Classics, Shoppes of Sand Key
Solei Boutique, Shoppes of Sand Key
Fletcher’s Harley Davidsons, Pelican Plaza
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turtle watching
by Suzanne Thayer, Indian Rocks Beach Resident and CMA volunteer
This year, I am volunteering for the Clearwater Marine Aquarium as a member
of their Turtle Patrol in Sand Key Park with other CMA volunteers. There are 18
loggerhead nests in the Sand Key area and we hope there will be more to
come. Tropical Storm Debby washed out nests along our beaches, but the
adult turtles survived and are coming back to nest the park.
The job of a turtle volunteer is to babysit the caged nests from nine PM until
one AM each evening. This is when most loggerhead turtle nests hatch. About
forty five days after a nest is laid, a plastic mesh cage is placed over the eggs.
This is not to keep the eggs safe from predators as most people think, but to
keep the hatchlings in the cage until they can safely be released into the
water.
When a nest begins to hatch, the nest volunteer notifies the CMA captains on duty that it is hatching. The hole gradually
opens to about the size of a softball and the hatchlings crawl out like ants, filling the cage. The captain counts the turtles,
placing them in a bucket, and documents all the relevant conditions. Meanwhile, the volunteers dig a shallow trench six to
eight feet long leading to the beach waterline. The turtles are then released into the trench so they can crawl into the water
on their own. The helpers and volunteers assist the captain to block the light in order to protect the hatchlings from
swimming back to shore. This allows the hatchlings to imprint in the sand. Adult female turtles will return to the same area
they were born, when it is time to lay their eggs.
Watching the hatchlings made me realize the importance of having no lights on buildings and streets. All of the light
along Sand Key’s beach confuses the hatching turtles and if left alone, many would not make it to the water. We have also
found that noise will delay the hatching, so we need to make sure the area is dark and quiet.
It is estimated one in a thousand wild hatchlings will survives to adulthood. Hopefully, our assistance in releasing the turtles
will improve their chances of reaching adulthood. Our goal is to eliminate lighting issues and return the beach to a more
natural hatching environment so that we do not have to protect them from the obstacles that we have put in their way.
I enjoy helping with the turtles and being on the beach under the stars, listening to the waves. So far this year I have seen
one nest hatch which is was a wonderful experience. Also, I have met new friends who are both volunteers at CMA and
our neighbors.
Note: Since 2005, CMA's staff and volunteer team have released more than 60,000 sea turtle hatchlings. As of press time,
186 nests have been found in Pinellas County, 26 of which are in Clearwater Beach or Sand Key
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renourishMent is underway
This is the fifth time the beaches have been renourished
since the program began in 1988. The project is expected
to cost $31.5 million. The areas being renourished are
Sand Key/Belleair Beach from 1310 to 1900 Gulf Blvd.
and from the northern end of Indian Rocks Beach to
16850 North Redington Beach. The contractor will operate
the project from a staging area at the north end of Sand
Key Park. From there, project managers will coordinate the
movement of sand from the dredging site. In May, they
began pumping sand, but it was temporarily stopped
because the sand had too many rocks and again for TS
Debby. Renourishment began again on June 8th.
The project is estimated to take 220 days and be done in
early November. This is all conditional on the weather.
Here are some local official’s thoughts on the project:
Commissioner Karen Seel “We are pleased the beach
renourishment is proceeding well and moving south
rapidly. Given the devastation from Tropical Storm Debby,
we are grateful for the timing of this project.”
Nancy Gonzalez, City Manager, Belleair Beach “Everything
is going well with the renourishment. We have not received
any complaints. We have received calls from visitor who
will be here in July and August asking about the progress.
It could not have come at a better time, given Tropical
Storm Debby’s wrath to our beaches.”
Clearwater Mayor & Sand Key Resident George Cretekos
“Tropical Storm Debby reminds us of the importance of
beach renourishment projects, sand dunes and the
possible need to evacuate. It is hoped that much of the
newly deposited sand that was taken from the beach will
be replaced by Mother Nature from the new sandbar
appearing off the Sand Key shoreline. I am pleased
Congressman Bill Young spoke to the Corp. of Engineers
and other colleagues about the damage to all of the
Pinellas Beaches, while work was delayed. I remain
confident that the renourishment will be completed.”
STATUS OF EACH AREA
Sand Key and Belleair Beach - The Sand Key phase of the
project includes Sand Key and Belleair Beach. This is 1.9
miles. It will get 65% of the sand, about 700,000 cubic
yards. They are finished with Sand Key and Belleair Beach.
Indian Rocks Beach - They started ahead of schedule on
August 2nd. This means the project may be done well
before the planned dated of September 24th. The Indian
Rocks Beach, portion will move 350,000 cubic yards. The
main pipeline came ashore around 15th Avenue and wil
soon move to Central Avenue at the south end of IRB.
Indian Shores, Redington Shores, North Redington Beach
This portion begins the end of September and will continue
through October.
Visit pinellascounty.org/environment/coastalMngmt/sandkey.htm
for more information about this project and the current timelines.
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larry ahern wants to rePresent
you in the florida house
Larry Ahern has lived in our
community for 35 years - running a
successful small business, raising a
family and volunteering for his church
and non-profits.
With seven brothers and a sister, Larry
learned early on the value of
responsibility, discipline and hard
work. After serving in the United
States Air Force, he chose Pinellas
County as his home.
•Larry knows what it takes to create jobs because he has
done it in our community. He started his pool company at
the age of 26 and grew it to more than 20 employees and
600 clients. As your voice for District 66, Larry will help
create jobs by cutting red tape and streamlining regulations.
•Larry’s commitment to you is to make government more
efficient, effective and affordable. Larry will keep families
and small business taxes low, bringing real accountability
for how the government spends your hard-earned money.
•Larry will ensure our children and grandchildren receive
a world-class education by putting more dollars in the
classrooms and giving parents more choices. He voted for
more than $1-billion in new education funding without
raising taxes.
Larry and his wife, Maureen Byrne Ahern, have three
grown daughters. For information about Larry, visit
www.larryahern.com or call the campaign office at 727851-9877.
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Larry
Ahern, Republican, for Florida House District 66.

school clothing needs
First day of school is August 20th and Clothes To Kids
will provide needed school clothing to Pinellas students
on the free and reduced lunch program. Clothes To Kids
has a critical need for elementary boys clothes and
shoes and middle and high school boys shorts, pants
and shoes. Uniform pants and shirts white, blue and
light blue are needed to support the 32 schools
requiring uniforms. Clothes To Kids will serve more than
3,000 needy students during the Back To School Time.
Families are encouraged to make their shopping
appointments now and avoid the Back-to-School rush.
Making an appointment to shop now means they will
not need to wait weeks to shop and will be ready for
Back To School. An appointment is easy. In North
County call 727-441-5050.
Please clean out your closets or have a neighborhood
clothing drive and help Clothes To Kids build their
clothing and shoe inventory for Back To School.
New or gently used clothes and shoes can be dropped
off between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday-Friday in
Clearwater at 1059 N. Hercules Ave. Cash donations
are also needed for purchasing clothing in short supply
and new underwear. Volunteers always welcomed.
Clothes To Kids, a nonprofit organization provides free
clothing to low-income, school-age children in Pinellas
County, free of charge. For more information, please
call 441-5050 or visit our website at
www.ClothesToKids.org.
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sliM for the holidays
By Stephanie Schlageter, Medspa Director
The holidays are coming - it’s that time
of year again - the time when we take a
good look in the mirror and set our goals
for the season ahead. For many, looking
in the mirror now before enjoying a
multitude Holiday season parties reminds
us that we have some work to do. While diet and
exercise are always the best approach to getting the
shape you want back, many people find over time that
these good old fashioned efforts just don’t do the job
anymore – especially on certain stubborn body areas.
Whether you have genetics or a past pregnancy to thank
for that “muffin top” or those “love handles”, you can
rest assured that you are not alone in your frustration.
More than 17 million people in the US get some sort of
cosmetic procedure each year, and the second most
popular of these procedures is Liposuction. Essentially
invented in the late 1970s, Liposuction has been
established as one of the best solutions for removing
unwanted fat from targeted areas of the body. For
decades, many Liposuction procedures have required
general anesthesia, an overnight stay at the hospital or
surgery center, and significant downtime from work
and/or normal activities.
But, Liposuction has come a long way in the last several
years. Advances in medical Laser technology have
introduced Laser Lipolysis, also known as Laser
Liposuction, and over the last decade, many
“traditional” Liposuction procedures have been replaced
with this newer approach. SlimLipo is one of the latest,
most advanced liposuction Lasers, manufactured by
Palomar Medical, a world leader in medical Lasers.
Through a few tiny skin incisions, the SlimLipo Laser
melts that stubborn fat and tightens the skin with the
patient wide awake - no general anesthesia required.
What’s more, because the SlimLipo Laser fiber is so
small (2.9mm diameter) and gentle, scars and downtime
post-procedure are minimal to none – patients can
literally return to work and/or normal activities the very
next day. And results from SlimLipo are dramatic – on
average, patients lose 1-2 clothing sizes in a single
treatment.
Sound like something that might help you achieve your
goals? Dr. Erika Francis performs the SlimLipo
procedure at Radiance Medspa in Belleair Bluffs. Dr.
Francis has over 3 years of experience performing
SlimLipo procedures at Radiance Medspa and serves as
a national trainer for the SlimLipo procedure, training
other physicians on the procedure.
At Radiance Medspa, consultations are always
complimentary. Visit www.radiancemedspa.com for more
information on SlimLipo and the full list of other services
offered at Radiance including BOTOX, Juvederm, Fraxel,
and Thermage.
Radiance Medspa is located at 2894 West Bay Drive in
Belleair Bluffs. 727-518-7100.

clearwater's dolPhins, t

The Pod of Dolphins at Pier 60 is an art project initiated by the Clearwater Regional Chamber of Commerce to welcome the thousa
or near Clearwater Beach. The chamber wanted to create something impactful and originally discussed hosting a large sand sculptu
the weather being unpredictable, they decided against it. The idea for painting the dolphin sculptures surfaced in April. A tribute to
course, Winter living nearby, had a lot to do with it too. Project manager Anita Treiser, with the Regional Chamber, worked closely

The 50 six foot tall, 80 pound, blank dolphins were manufactured by a company in Nebraska and shipped to Clearwater. They are

The Chamber arraigned for local artists to work with the sponsor. Artists designed their own concepts to be painted on the composi
three weeks to prepare them for the display. Sponsors paid $2,000 for their dolphin; the artists received $500 of it. From the remai
signage created. “This was not a big money-maker for the Chamber,” says Clifford, Executive Director. “We did this to bring attenti

The display has been a huge success. All our local newspapers and television stations have done stories about it. With the help of th
continue as more people visit the site near Pier 60.

Each dolphin is the property of its sponsoring business. After the display is over, on Tuesday Sept. 4, some owners will be put their d
while others are being donated to area charity auctions.

the Pod at Pier 60

ands of visitors attending Tampa’s Republican National Convention, many of whom are staying in
ure on our beach. Because they wanted something that would last more than one week, and with
our bottle-nosed dolphin, this design was selected because it represents the Clearwater area. Of
with Executive Director Bob Clifford to have it done by August.

e made of a special composite material so, even in our heat and sun, they should last a long time.

ite dolphins but included input from their assigned business. After the dolphins arrived, artists had
ining money, each dolphin had to be bought, shipped to Clearwater, installed, night lit, and have
ion to Clearwater and the beach during the RNC event.”

he Internet, Facebook and Twitter, the images have already gone around the world. This will

dolphin on display at their business, some are being donated to local charities, such as UPARC,
photos by Bob Griffin and Pete Magnani
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Mid-life inVesting - MaKing the Most of asset-Building years
By: Noelle Daniel, CFP®

As you move through your peak earning years, you'll probably see your net worth steadily rise. At the same time,
you'll still have some work to do before you realize your financial goals. That's why it's important to have a solid plan
in place. Here are some steps to help keep your portfolio on track.
Organize your portfolio. Asset allocation is a straightforward and effective strategy whereby you divide your portfolio
among the major asset classes of equities, fixed-income securities, and cash equivalents. The division should be
based on your goals, your tolerance for risk and your time horizons. Generally speaking, the larger the equity portion
of your portfolio, the greater the potential for growth and the greater amount of risk. On the other hand, the more
fixed-income securities you include, the greater the potential for income and preservation of principle. There are also
risks associated with fixed income investments, however, generally speaking, they incur less risk than equities. You
may need to periodically rebalance your portfolio — to remain consistent with your original allocation — or modify it
as you come closer to realizing your goals.
Don't overlook tax planning. Chances are your income tax bracket is higher now than it was during your early years
and than it will be when you retire. Consider maximizing pretax contributions to your employer-sponsored retirement
plan or making deductible contributions to an IRA (if you're eligible) to help reduce current income while providing
tax-deferred savings opportunities. Also, keep in mind that short-term capital gains are taxed as income, while longterm capital gains and dividends are taxed at lower rates. Finally, explore the potential benefit of including tax-exempt
bonds in your portfolio.*
Protect what you've accomplished. As your wealth continues to increase, it's important to preserve what you've
accumulated and safeguard your future. That's why estate planning and life insurance are two of the cornerstones of
a sound financial plan. A qualified legal professional can help you implement an estate plan that is best for your
situation or review an existing plan to ensure it is still consistent with your goals. Also, be sure you have enough life
insurance in place to help cover any liabilities — such as your mortgage — and protect your family's financial future.
At Noelle Daniel Wealth Management, every relationship begins with a financial plan; call my office today to
schedule a review of your plan. We are located at 1201 Gulf Blvd. Suite 101, Indian Rocks Beach or visit our website
www.ndwealthmanagement.com.
Financially speaking, mid-life shouldn't be a time of crisis. Instead, it's a time to take advantage of some of your most
productive years. In the long run, you may be in a better position to enjoy the fruits of your labor.
*Some tax-exempt investments may be subject to the federal alternative minimum tax as well as federal or state capital gains taxes.

© 2010 Standard & Poor's Financial Communications. All rights reserved. Securities and Financial Planning offered through LPL FinancialA Registered Investment Advisor-Member FINRA/SIPC
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island estates’ eVolution

By Joanne Hiller, Owner, Island Estates Realty
I first became acquainted with the Island when my father,
Joe King, established the first real estate company - Island
Estates Realty - on Island Estates 43 years ago. He bought
and sold lots and also built homes. He bought the land at
110 Island Way from Frank Houston, an investor who was
an older gentleman and close friend of the fried chicken
king Colonel Sanders. That is where he built our office.
Looking back, my earliest memory of the Island is the
fresh, new, black asphalt roads. There were vacant lots on
either side of the road, but they didn't look like lots because
all you could see was white sugary sand, like sand on
Clearwater Beach, billowing across the roads.
Island Estates began to grow and develop. The Island
Estates Plaza, built in 1974, brought the conveniences we
all enjoy today. The residents, by then known as "Islanders",
were excited and happy with the progress.
The first multi-family structure on the Island, Dearborn
Towers at 223 Island Way, was built 50 years ago, in
1962, by the City of Dearborn, Michigan as a Florida
rental retreat for its senior citizens. Also built in 1962 was
the co-op Horizon House, located at 31 Island Way.
The earliest lots sold for $3,000 - $6,000 and prices
reached a peak of $1,000,000 for an open water home
on Harbor Island which was torn down. The National
mortgage meltdown has affected real estate prices over the
entire Country, and our local market is no exception. A
similar lot today, adjusted to reflect the recent downturn
would be in the vicinity of $600,000.
Sales of single family homes in the late 1950s and early
‘60s were in the $40,000 range, and recent sales range
from the $400,000’s to $2,250,000. Condos developed
later in the 1970s and started in the $30,000s - today they
range from under $200,000 to $700,000+.
Island Estates Realty has earned the reputation as area
experts, having specialized on the Island for 43 years. No
one has sold more property on Island Estates - selling
many homes and condos several times over. We have
witnessed many changes over the years, navigating
numerous market cycles of rising and falling prices.
Today this beautiful and vibrant waterfront community
consists of over 550 single family homes , approximately
1300 condominium units, commercial and retail space, all
accessed via beautifully landscaped mediums. Along with
the casual quality of life it affords, Islanders enjoy the sense
of security and community where we can walk to
boutiques, restaurants, salons, banks, Catholic church and
grocery. We enjoy deep navigable waterways, and
proximity to beautiful, award-winning Clearwater Beach.
Everything is within walking distance, and the Jolley Trolley
and public transportation and run daily. If you live on
Island Estates, you'll love where you live!
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Where the Locals Hang Out

It’s laid back and casual. Been that way since we
started in 1926. Here everyone’s somebody and
nobody cares. We overlook the Gulf of Mexico; the
beach is at our front door and the sunsets are pretty
terrific. There’s live entertainment most days, as long
as we can find the extension cord.

Great food. Happy hour: Monday - Friday 4-7 p.m.

Palm Pavilion Beachside Grill & Bar
£äÊ >ÞÊ Ã«>>`iÊÊUÊÊ ÀÌ Ê i>ÀÜ>ÌiÀÊ i>V Ê
ÇÓÇ®Ê{{ÈÓÈ{ÓÊÊUÊÊwww.palmpavilion.com

Organizational News...
island estates ciVic association
They are fundraising to improve the appearance of the
entry to Island Estates and the medians on Island Way
for the visitors to the Clearwater Marine Aquarium and
the expected crowds for the Republican National
Convention during the last week of August. Landscape
maintenance is one of the services they provide, but as
a volunteer association they depend on memberships
and donations. Anyone interested in helping visit
www.myislandestates.org for information. They will hold
their member’s Winter Social on Tuesday, December
11, 2012 from 5:30 to 7:30 at the Island Way Grill
Restaurant.
Membership is $40 per year per family and is used to
pay more than $10,000 per year to maintain the entry
way to Island Estates. For additional information, call
President Wally Pope, 461-1818. They meet on the
second Monday of each month.
island estates woMan’s cluB
The Island Estates Woman’s Club has provided a social
outlet for the women of Island Estates for over 50 years.
Founded as a garden club in 1961 with 28 members
meeting at each others’ homes, the organization has
evolved into a thriving club with almost 200 members,
enjoying luncheon meetings at local restaurants every
month September through May.
Up coming meetings planned this year include lunches at
Bob Heilman’s Beachcomber, the Island Way Grill, and
Carlouel Yacht Club, as well as a cruise on the Calypso
Queen. The annual fashion show in March will feature
clothing from a local shop, modeled by club members.
Primarily a social organization for the women of Island
Estates, they also provides college scholarships for
qualified local girls through their charitable trust. Last year
the club opened membership to women who do not live
on Island Estates, but who are friends of members willing
to sponsor them for membership.
For information about membership or to join the club,
contact Joan Landreth, membership chair, at 727-8128078. Dues are $15 or $20 for those not residents of
Island Estates. Guests are welcome.
clearwater Beach association
Monthly Board Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the
month at 6pm at the Clearwater Beach Recreation Center.
Fall meetings begin Tuesday September 4th.
They had a very busy spring offering a new speaker series.
The events are free to the community. Sandy Gilbert,
Chairman of START1.org presented information about
marine waters, the red tide, and their organization's
mission. Because of this presentation, Clearwater Beach
lifeguards have been trained to collaborate with
START1.org to help collect gulf data for further research.
They welcomed Police Chief Anthony Holloway who
discussed parking issues, crime rates, spring break, code
violations, and more. Mayor George Cretekos spoke also
responding to the community’s concerns.
Part of their purpose is to "promote projects of civic
nature!" To join them and have your voice, contact
President Wendy Hutkin 727-216-3274 or
wbhutkin@gmail.com. You can find them on Facebook!
The Fall Speaker Series details will be released soon.
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More Organizational News
clearwater historical society
The Clearwater History Museum will be open the first and
third Thursdays of the week from 9am to 1pm until
September. The museum is located on South MLK Jr Blvd.
Membership is $5 students, $10 individuals, $20 family,
$150 corporate, $250 life and $500 patron. Call Bill
Wallace, 446-2676 or Michael Sanders, 434-1684.
sand Key ciVic association
They meet the first Wednesday of each month at the
Clearwater Community Sailing Center. For September
only, the meeting has been moved to the second
Wednesday, September 12th. Reach the current
president, Richard Jackson at 595-3575
Belleair Beach island garden cluB
They meet the third Wednesday of each month (October
through April) at the Community Center, Belleair Beach,
10:30am. The next meeting will be October 17th. Contact
Lois O’Donnel, President, 595-1349 for information.
clearwater Beach rotary
The Rotary Club of Clearwater Beach Rotary Club recently
held a farewell party for both inbound and outbound
exchange students as well as their host parents. Over 40
people enjoyed food and activities provided by the
Clearwater Beach club. In addition, the students and their
host families provided an international array of menu
items from around the world. The farewell party gave the
students an opportunity to meet for one last time before
returning to or leaving for their separate parts of the world.
The students represented Belgium, Thailand, Slovakia,
Russia, Brazil, Ecuador, The Netherlands, and Peru.

Doug Lobel (behind) with exchange students, (left to right) Biatriz
Giacomini from Brazil, Kaitlynn Fisher to Slovakia, Maria Kotova
from Russia, Victoria Humblet from Belgium, Tinson Nhon to
Belgium, Rafael Granda from Ecuador, Carol Junqueira from
Brazil, Jessica Kamsteeg from The Netherlands, Ross Guju to Brazil

Every year, over 8,000 high school students from around
the globe participate in the Rotary Youth Exchange
program. Through the efforts of Rotary volunteers and
families, the students experience new cultures and learn a
new language. The program is an enriching experience for
both host families and the student. The experience can
bridge differences between cultures and the memories can
last a lifetime. For more information on the program in
Florida check out http://www.ryeflorida.org.
Clearwater Beach Rotary Club meets every Thursday at
12:15 at Shephard’s Beach Resort on Gulfview Blvd.
Rotary is an international organization of business and
professional leaders whose main objective is service to the
community, the workplace and the world. For information,
call 237-8037 or visit clearwaterbeachrotary.org.
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Members of the Boat Club enjoyed an island party
and fireworks July 4th.

irB Boat cluB

MEETINGS - They meet at Jimmy Guana’s (Holiday Inn
Harborside) on the third Thursday of the month. There is
no meeting in August , but they will resume again
September 20th at 6pm.
NEXT EVENTS AT A GLANCE:
September 1: Gulfport for Gekofest
September 22: End of Summer
Island Party
September 30: Clearwater Beach
Boat Races
October 13: Intracoastal Cleanup
See the complete list of Boat Club
events, pictures and more at
IRBHome.com or follow us on
Facebook.com/IRBhomeowners.
Call Bob Griffin at 517-1997 or email
BoatClub@IRBhome.com.

Madd walK

The Second Annual
Pinellas Walk Like
MADD and MADD
Dash 5K , including Kid
Zone, Teen Scene,
Parent Corner, Tribute,
Food, Prizes, Marine
Demonstrations, Karate
Demonstrations, SWAT
& K-9 Demonstrations,
is Friday, October 5th. It is being held in Indian Rocks
Beach at the 17th Avenue Beach Park. Registration opens
at 5. All ages are welcome, youth, families, seniors. Visit
WalkLikeMadd.org/indianrocks to register. Cost is $20 and
includes a t-shirt, food, access to entertainment & fun.

winter on the Building

In July, the new Pier House 60
motel installed a large piece of
art on its east wall. You can not
see it from the road, but you
can certainly see if from the
Marina area. The canvas,18
feet wide by 47 feet tall,
features Winter The Dolphin
and was created by local artist
John Schunck, also knows as
Johnny Castleseed. The mural
was commissioned by the
hotel’s developer, Jeff
Keierleber, in accordance with
the Clearwater Public Art &
Design Program.
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More Organizational News
Belleair Beach ladies luncheon cluB
They meet monthly on the second Tuesday. There are no
meetings scheduled until October. Membership is open to
area residents at $15 a year. To join, please call Barbara
Chapman 581-8929
friends of the liBrary
The organization helps people use their local library.
They meet the second Thursday of each month at 6pm
at the Beach Recreation Center. You are welcome to join
them and share your ideas on how to improve things.
Call Anne Garris at 446-4410.
They sponsor bi-monthly Writers Club held at the Beach
Library, which meets the first and third Wednesdays of
each month at 1pm. All writers, and would-be writers,
are welcome. Call Anne Garris at 446-4410.
Cooking classes with Rita Fabula are two classes
scheduled, Tuesdays October 9 and November 13 at
1:30pm. Rita Fabula has cooked in France, Greece,
Italy, and Istanbul and taught at Baltimore International
Culinary College. October’s theme is “One Bite Comfort
Food Delights” featuring: steak and potatoes, Turkey
Day Bites, and Pork Chops and Apple Sauce.
November’s theme is “Not your Momma's Grilled
Cheese Sandwiches” featuring: Caprice Sandwiches,
Chicken & Donut Delight and Sausage & Gruyere
Cheese Sliders. Registration is required.
November 4 at 1:30 PM the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium will present the fascinating Marine Life
Neighbors. This hands on discussion will focus on their
rescue, rehabilitation, and release work with dolphins,
sea turtles, and others, as well as an updates on the
famous dolphin- Winter
island estates yacht cluB
Also a social club, they have fun functions almost every
month. In June, sixty members gathered for a progressive
dinner catered by Alfano’s. The first stop was the home of
John and Sue Speck. Laurelee Bernard and her committee
organized the event. August 26, they are holding a party
at PJ’s Auto Store on Cleveland with food and drink.
Please come dressed in 1950s - 60s styled clothing.
The primary function of the Island Estates Yacht Club is to
plan the annual Lighted Boat Parade scheduled for
Saturday, December 8th. To become a member of the
IEYC, call Scott Sanders at 461-3949, Laura Lee Bernard
at 442-1978 or Sue Speck at 446-0682.
Belleair garden cluB
They meet on the first and second Wednesday of each
month at the Belleair Garden Club at 903 Ponce de Leon
Blvd. in the Town of Belleair from October to May. Annual
membership is $50 per year. Call Barbara Chapman at
581-8929 or E-mail BChapman1234@Gmail.com for
information or to RSVP. Guests are welcome. There are no
regular meeting until October, but they are hosting a
Summer Pot Luck event September 5 at 11:30am.
Members and guest should bring a dish to share for 8 to
10 people
clearwater all aMerican serotoMa cluB
They meet the first and third Thursdays of each month
for lunch. For more information, please call Sand Key
resident Charles Fazio at 593-8322.
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let there Be light

by Ivy Slotnick

In past articles I’ve covered
lighting topics close to my
heart - interior, outdoor, turtle
safety and even some design
theory. Now I’ll touch on the
most apparent, readily
available and under used
source for light - the sun.
Sunlight is one of nature’s
finest providers of
illumination. Harnessing this light to allow us to see indoors
is practical, affordable, and energy efficient. Allowing
daylight into the home or workplace helps to minimize
reliance on electricity to power artificial light in the space.
In 2010, the US Dept of Energy estimated that 18% of US
electricity consumption is for the purpose of lighting. So, in
essence, if we eliminate the necessity of artificial “electric
powered” light sources during daylight hours, we can
greatly reduce electricity consumption overall.
From a purely aesthetic standpoint, how many times have
you walked into an office or public environment and gone
from daylight to some otherworldly environment that is
oddly tinted or just feels “bad”. The artificial light sources
that are used commonly in our world simply cannot
replicate the natural, positive feeling and light of the sun.
Key advantages of utilizing natural sunlight for interiors are
numerous and broadly include mood elevation, Vitamin D
& C exposure, increased productivity, color accuracy,
brightness, ability to control, easy availability, no cost, less

waste-no bulbs needed, and so forth.
How do we co-exist with sunlight in a safe and useful way?
The control of sunlight into your interior space is paramount.
The traditional method involves opening and closing of
blinds, shutters, drapes and shades. But for many of us, this
is almost impossible in hard to reach locations, oversized
openings, numerous rooms or windows, etc.
Automating window coverings to allow “dayparting” of
sunlight is becoming a widely used method both
commercially and in residential environments, with benefits
that include energy savings, furnishings protection, beauty
and ease of use. Through the use of automation (by way of
dimmers, timers and sensors), we can create and harness
natural light when needed, depending on time of day,
activity, room occupancy and more. For example, with our
residential clients, we often have the master bedroom
shade gently rise prior to wakening (to introduce sunlight),
and automatically close at sunset (or if not in use during the
day – close after the homeowner leaves for work)
The materials used for this purpose are rated for light
transmittance, absorption, UV protection, privacy and more.
So, in essence the covering is an essential factor in how you
orchestrate sunlight and manipulate its intensity to create
the interior environment of your choosing. It’s pretty cool
stuff, adds to the room’s décor, and is really solving both
aesthetic and practical purposes.
So let the sun in, carefully, and conveniently.
Ivy Slotnick is co-creator and founder of Wired Island, specializing
in the design, building and installation of energy efficient, LED
landscape and interior lighting, motorized shades, home
automation systems, audio-music environments and more. She can
be reached at 727.596.6030 or by email, ivy@wiredisland.com.
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fencing
by Randy Lee
Privacy is one of the biggest trends in
landscaping today. Our neighbors may
be great but we do not want to see them
all the time. Barriers such as walls,
fences and hedges make great
neighbors. One of the first questions I
ask a client is: do they have privacy concerns and where
on the property are these? Safety and security are
important factors as well. Do you have a pool, pets or
small children? Barriers keep people out and people in
all at the same time. Fencing is less expensive than walls
and will be the topic of discussion.
Fences create a secure retreat while containing children
and pets. Fencing also reduces noise levels. The first
question when fencing should be: what is the purpose
and function of the fence we need? A pool, pets,
children, screening of neighbors are a few reasons to
install a fence. A second question about fencing relates
to size and type of fence that is needed. Most fences can
only be six feet in height and must taper down to four
feet on the water. Check your local ordinances. A fence
may or may not need to be permitted as well. There are
several types of fences: wood, vinyl, iron, aluminum and
chain link. Personal preference is key here as well as
cost. Wood is the least expensive and aluminum or iron
the most expensive. Wood and vinyl allow the least
amount of air movement. Chain link, which is available
in green and black, allows air movement and is very
easy to cover with flowering vines. I like to use chain link

because it is durable and easy to cover- in one or two
years it will disappear. Third, a type of gate must be
chosen. Each type of fence will have a corresponding
type of gate. Gates can be detailed and expensive with
iron and aluminum. Wood and chain link need to be
large enough to accommodate mowers, pedestrian traffic
or larger items- where a double gate may be needed.
After the fence is installed, we need to landscape around
it. If you have fenced in a small area, I would plant or
use step stones as opposed to sod, which may be hard to
maintain. I like to layer the fence with taller plants in the
background and shorter in the foreground. Vines can be
used on fences as well and they cover quickly. Flowering
vines that I like include honeysuckle, confederate
jasmine, passion vine, queen’s wreath, allamanda and
bleeding heart. The fence may need landscaping on both
sides- I like to have taller trees and palms on the inside
and then shorter shrubs on the outside for a multi
layered effect. Remember these points when fencing: the
purpose, type of fence desired, check local ordinances
about height and permits and hire a licensed contractor.
August/September checklist:
Fertilizer ban is in effect
Turn irrigation system off during periods of heavy rain
Prepare yard and landscape for storms or hurricanes
Great time to have trees properly trimmed
Great time to plant palm trees
Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape design
company here to help you with all of your needs- Call 727-4212715 or visit online at www.landscapesbyrl.com.
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hooters, a reView By the loVe chef
When my assignment came up for the new Hooters on
Clearwater Beach, I of course had to rush over to report
back on why the location is getting such hype. Well as
Floridians, we remember how the Hooters chain was
started in 1983 by several native sons at 2800 Gulf to
Bay Boulevard (and it is still there).
Now boys and girls, from a guy whose photo is hanging
next to Frank Sinatra’s at the holy grail of chicken wings
“The Anchor Bar” in Buffalo, New York, let me begin by
say Hooters wings, any way you like them, will save you
the trip to Buffalo. But wait, have much, much more than
the original Hooters?
Our new beach destination HOOTERS is on two levels.
First, downstairs at Hooters we all love the wings, but
feast here on Snow Crab Legs with drawn butter at
$14.99, or the Oyster Roast in the shell, about 36, with
drawn butter at $17.95, or ½ Roaster at $12.50 or try
the Steamed Shrimp (in shell) with drawn butter at $8.99;
however, I know you want the popular juicy BBQ
Cheddar Burger a classic at $8.49.
Upstairs is their great new concept called “The Lookout”,
with grand views outdoors, and an inside bar and sitting
area where they are shaking and mixing cocktails,
pouring craft beers and nice wines by the glass to the live
DJ music mix, nightly.
My “Principessa” wants to go up to The Lookout serving
their own menu (no wings) with great sunsets and views.
Her signature Cosmo arrives (“Perfect” she says) along
with some exceptional finger foods. My friend Robert,
who is a master at making hummus was impressed with
their red pepper version at $5.00 or the combo –

olive/garlic and red pepper,
the trio for $12.00, all
accompanied with pita chips.
The Steak Flat Bread at
$8.00 with Skirt Steak/bleau
cheese, caramelized onion is
a great bite, as is the Grilled
Shrimp or Sea Scallops
Veggie Stew at $12.00 and
$15.00, respectively; all are
satisfying and well crafted. But one of our favs is the
Grilled Mahi Sliders (3) at $10.00 – each with a
generous piece of grilled Mahi with chipolte honey glaze.
As I am munching on my Buffalo Burger Slider and
sipping my Widner Drifter Pale Ale, I notice The Lookout
is beginning to fill up, in expectation of another beautiful
sunset right here in paradise, aided by some chic
surroundings. This is sure to be a gem in the HOOTERS
franchise. So, jump on the trolley and come and get a
taste!
Hooters of Clearwater Beach and The Lookout are
located at 381 Mandalay Avenue
Clearwater, (727) 443-7263. Hooters hours are 11 am
until midnight, except Sundays when they close at 11 pm.
The Lookout is closed Mondays and open Tuesday
through Thursday 11 am until midnight and 1 am on
Friday and Saturday. They close at 11 pm on Sundays.
Francis Anthony “The Love Chef” a Sand Key resident, is an
author, TV celeb chef. You can find his cook books on
amazon.com. Visit his website thelovechef.com. “Cooking With
Love” and “The Love Chef” are registered.rademarks.

The Building of
Island Estates
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sandPearl
resort
celeBrates
5 years!

The Sandpearl Resort
on Clearwater Beach
opened on August
27th, 2007. It was the
first hotel built on
Clearwater Beach in
25 years. It is also
Florida’s only LEED
(Leadership in Energy
and Environmental
Design) certified hotel.
The resort was built
with a very specific vision in mind from developers JMC
Construction and the Hunter Family who were the
owners of the Clearwater Beach Hotel which was what
previously was there. The finished resort would compete
with the very best full service resorts in the world,
including the Waldorf Astorias and Ritz-Carltons,
however not be stuffy or pretentious. A large part of
their vision included respecting and giving back to
Clearwater Beach and the surrounding communities.
The Sandpearl offers many enhancement programs
which are intended to inform and educate our guests on
our areas greatness. In every guestroom, you will find
the book “Yesteryear I lived in Paradise,” by Caladesi’s
own Myrtle Scharrer, for that reason.
Sandpearl’s management challenges each Associate to
do everything they can to create memorable experiences
for thier guests, so that one or two memories will stand
out when they remember their visit to Clearwater Beach
and the Sandpearl Resort. Whether it is ringing the
sunset bell, sitting at the fire pit, the “Pearls of Wisdom”
each guest gets during their nightly turn down service or
their dining experience at Clearwater’s only 4-Diamond
Restaurant, Caretta’s on the Gulf, they want something
special and personal to stay in their guests thoughts.
When the Sandpearl Resort opened, they employed 250
people. Currently 41 of the original 250 are still there.
Today, they have 366 Associates employed.

clearwater’s star
sPectacular return

Beginning in 1961, the Star Spectaculars, held at
Clearwater Municipal Auditorium, ran monthly for
almost a decade and brought in national acts as well as
giving the local garage bands a place to play for their
friends. Along with the National headliners, many local
groups got their start at the Star Spectaculars in
Clearwater. The Return of the Star Spectacular, a tribute
to all the musicians, artists and bands that participated
in the birth of rock n roll in the sixties, is being held in
Freedom Park, September 29th. 7 – 10:30 PM. The
event is FREE. VIP stage front tickets are $35 each. There
will be food, beer & wine sales. The stage will be by the
tennis courts on the south side of Cleveland Street, near
the site of the original auditorium where it all began.
Part of the Clearwater Super Boat National
Championship Weekend, all profits benefit the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium. For more information,
visit ClearwaterStarSpectacular.com.
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Proud to be Part of Island estates!

BoB ress, local Marine contractor

Bob Ress grew up around marine construction. In the late 1940s, his father became involved
in a wood preserving business. There was little demand for treated wood then so to increase
sales, he started building area docks with his treated wood. When the dock business grew, he
gave up wood treating and concentrated on marine construction projects.
In the late 1950s, Harry Armston a local road contractor, who built the first Belleair Bridge, the
first Pier 60, the approaches to the Howard Franklin Bridge, and many other projects joined
Wallis L. Skinner opening The North Bay Company to develop some local mangrove islands
and grass flats into saleable real estate lots. They named the new development Island Estates
of Clearwater. The submerged land was mostly owned by Skinner’s father, F. L. Skinner who
had purchased it on the courthouse steps due to delinquent taxes.
The dredging and development of Island Estates was done in three phases. During the second
phase, the dredge encountered submerged piling from Clearwater’s original wooden bridge built around 1916 but
abandoned after the hurricane of 1921. The pilings had to be removed before they could continue to dredge. This is
where Bob came in. School was out and North Bay Company hired him to remove the old pilings so the dredge could
continue dredging. Bob and a friend used his father’s barge to pull the old pilings that were in the way, to the area that
would be filled. That was a lot of fun he said.
The whole development needed to be surveyed and North Bay Co. hired Johnson & Albrecht to do it. Bob was asked to
build several platforms on the grass flats large enough to set up the surveying equipment. Bob also took many depth
soundings on the flats.
North Bay Company built a small office south of the BP station on the west side of Island Way. Wallis Skinner and Patti
Haley Mulock supervised all the development’s construction plans and sales from there approving all construction work.
When they were finished, what used to be nothing more than a large group of mangrove islands and grass flats, became
home to over 1,700 families.
As the development progressed, Skinner and Armston built Island Estates’ High & Dry Marina, and the Sea Island
Condominiums. Bob was involved in each one of these projects. He drove the foundation pilings for High & Dry Marina,
all three Sea Island Condominium buildings and built private docks for both Skinner & Armston.
On Island Estates’ southern end, west of Island Way, North Bay Company donated land to the City of Clearwater for
sewage plant. After it closed it became the Clearwater Marine Science Center, now the Clearwater Marine Aquarium.
Bob’s company, Ress Marine Construction Company built many of the docks and other marine construction projects on
Island Estates. Bob, 72, doesn’t build docks anymore. He leaves that to his son Skip who now owns the company. Bob is
still active in the marine industry but spends most of his time in his machine shop or cruising on his tug boat “Clark Mills”.
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island estates BP owner
says thanKs!
by Steve collins, owner of island estates BP
I started working in the automotive business when I was
18 years old by becoming an ASE certified mechanic. I
worked for many reputable shops, before for quite a few
years, I became a service manager. My goal though was
always to own my own shop.
Finally, one day my wife, Lee and I were blessed with an
opportunity to buy a store, that we just couldn’t pass up.
When we first bought our business 21 yrs ago, it was a
Chevron station, than branded a Texaco, than Amoco
and today it is known as Island Estates BP. Our dream of
having our own mom and pop family atmosphere
service station has come true.
Over the years, our two sons Johnny and Joey have
played a big role in our business. Although Johnny is
married and a Tampa fireman, Joey is my service
manager and from time to time he allows me some
much needed time away from work.
We think we have the best mechanical technicians
around, and our service attendants are there for your
every need. We provide everything from a battery
charging to new batteries, simple tire repairs to new
tires, oil changes, and minor to difficult to diagnosis
major vehicle repair jobs. We are still a full service
gasoline station, something you don’t see much of in
today’s world. Our small store stocks cold drinks, water,
snacks and cigarettes. Plus, we still have free air.
Lee and I feel so very fortunate and thankful for all our
loyal customers and the friends we have met over the
years. We would love for you to stop by to say hello and
check us out. Give us the opportunity, and we will show
you how good we are.

island estates as i reMeMBer it

“In 1961, when Island Estates was first being developed,
dredging created several ‘spit’ islands in the intracoastal
waterway. I owned a small ski boat. Exploring the bay was
a favorite pastime of mine. Before Phase Two started, there
was a large mangrove island at the north end. In the
middle of this island was a hidden lake which was a secret
rendezvous spot, where kids and boaters would take a
break when fishing and water skiing. However, it was filled
during the further expansion of Island Estates.”
Michael Saunders, Past President of the Clearwater
Historical Society.

