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Japanese Gardens
eaGles nest drive

by Karla Rettstatt, Belleair Resident
Belleair was a sleepy, almost deserted boom town when in
1938, Dean Alvord, utilizing a private estate of rare
natural beauty fronting nearly a half mile of the waterfront
one mile south of the Belleview Biltmore Hotel, created
what was to become one of Florida’s foremost tourist
attractions – Eagles Nest Japanese Gardens.
According to Mr. Lynn Watkins, Clearwater naturalist who
for many years was manager of the gardens, Mr. Alvord
hired a world famous Japanese-Hawaiian horticulturist,
Fumio Hawakawa, who drew from generations of scientific
genius to design and plant the 65 acres. In attempting to
reproduce the splendor of a Far East garden, Kawa, as he
was affectionately known, created in Florida a bower of
oriental beauty. Paths were laid out, bridges were built
over little streams, and Japanese buildings were added to
create the beauty and artistry of old Japan.
The entrance to the gardens was at Rosery Road at the
bay where the stone Eagles now stand on either side of
Eagles Nest Drive. The ticket house was located in the
general vicinity of what older Belleair residents know as
Mr. Perry’s rose garden.
The entrance road to the gardens followed what we now
know as Eagles Nest Drive then curved westward and
made a circle in front of a bamboo teahouse overlooking
Clearwater Bay. This teahouse, constructed in the manner
and shape of teahouses of the Orient, was located on the
property now the address of 252 South Garden Circle. At
the teahouse, visitors to the gardens enjoyed oriental food
served by oriental waitresses in the veritable wonderland
of oriental vegetation. The terrace of the teahouse
command a magnificent view of Clearwater Bay, and this
unique teahouse was frequently the rendezvous of
gourmets visiting Eagles Nest Japanese Gardens.
Luncheon featuring oriental cuisine was enjoyed either
inside or outside the teahouse, and afternoon tea and rice
cakes were served on the terrace.
From the teahouse, the visitor could take any of several
trails, which afforded the rare opportunity of seeing
Temples, Torii, Pagodas and quaint bridges of old Japan
authentically reproduced in a perfect setting of
magnificent Royal Palms and many varieties of imported
plants. One winding trail led down to the evergreen tree,
which stood on Winston Drive; another equally scenic
winding foot path led to an active eagle’s nest, which was
located in the tall pine just west of 6 North Pine Circle.
continued... on page 3

The front of the Japanese Gardens brochure, courtesy of the
Heritage Historical Society.
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cable (Bright House) . . . . . . . . 329-5020

belleair fine arts society 934-4304
belleair senior social clUb 584-2165
belleair bridGe GroUp
669-5283
belleair area rotary clUb
Meets at Belleair Country Club every thur. for
lunch; Vicki Morgan . . . . . . . . . 251-8277
belleair women’s repUblican clUb
Meets at Belleair Country Club. First Friday at
Noon Corrine Schlising . . . . . 596-5025
belleair yoUnG woman’s society
Barbara Ann Busch . . . . . . . . . . 581-3049
belleair beach island Garden clUb
Jan rives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 644-7191
belleair Garden clUb
Barb Chapman . . . . . . . . . . . . . 581-8929
belleair beach ladies lUncheon clUb
Alice tucker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584-1532
blUffs bUsiness association
Kim Bender, President . . . . . . . . 559-7881
friends of the biltmore
581-5171
town of belleair civic assoc.
Sandy tuten, President . . . . . . . 581-7314
clearwater sailinG
517-7776
chamber of commerce
Gulf Beaches . . . . . . . . . . . . 360-6957
Clearwater Beach . . . . . . . . 447-7600
largo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584-2321
------------------------------------------------coUnty information . . . . 464-3000
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Calvin Harris . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3360
Karen Seel . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464-3278
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Senator Dennis Jones . . . . 727-549-6411
republican, District 13
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Jones.Dennis.web@flsenate.gov
representative Jim Frishe . 727-518-3902
republican, District 54
125 Indian rocks rd, Belleair Bluffs
Jim.Frishe@MyFloridaHouse.gov
Governor Charlie Crist
Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com
florida United states senators:
George lemieux . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
www.lemieux.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area United states representative:
rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

2010 cALeNDAr oF LocAL eVeNtS
october
Fire Prevention Month
Clearwater Offshore Racing Festival 1-3
Columbus Day / Holiday (Mon)
11
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
14
Clearwater Jazz in Coachman Park14-17
Stone Crab Season Begins
15
October Fest Indian Rocks Beach
16
Coastal Clean Up Keep Pin Beautiful 16
Halloween Party / Belleair Civic Assn 23
Country Jubilee / Heritage Village
23
Johns Pass Seafood Fest
23-25
Halloween
31
NoVeMber
Property Tax Bills Mailed
1
Turtle Nesting Season Ends
1
Election Day
2
Taste of IRB
6
Garage Sale Belleair Beach
6
Daylight Savings Time Ends
7
Veteran’s Day
11

Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
11
Iron Man / Clearwater Beach (Sat)
13
Antique Alley Antique Show
14
Carlise Classic Regatta
20-21
Thanksgiving
25
Turkey Trot Run
25
Heritage Village Trees & Traditions
26
Indian Rocks Beach Garage Sale 27-28
Hurricane Season Ends
30
DeceMber:
Heritage Village Holiday Houses
1-30
Hanukkah Begins
2
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
2
Post Office / Toys for Tots
4
Belleair Bluffs City Holiday Event
6
Belleair’s Holiday Tree Lightin
10
Island Estates Lighted Boat Parade
11
IRB Lighted Boat Parade
18
Public School Out for Holidays
20
Winter Begins
21
Christmas
25
New Years Eve
31
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Japanese Gardens,

continued

After Pearl Harbor and the entrance of the United States into
war with Japan, the Japanese people who were residents of
this country were placed under strict curfew, and it was only
because Mr. Alvord assumed responsibility for them that
Kawa and his family were allowed to remain at the gardens.
During the first three years of the war, the gardens were
closed, but they were reopened in 1945.
Understandably, after Pearl Harbor the appeal of Japanese
attractions decreased considerable, and public interest in the
gardens decreased simultaneously. In a valiant effort to keep
the attraction going huge tanks were installed, and many
marine animals such as whales, porpoises, sharks, and
turtles were exhibited along with varieties of birds and other
wild life. The name was changed to “Marine Gardens” in
1945, but because of public apathy and increasing financial
difficulties the lovely Japanese gardens were virtually
abandoned. They were almost completely overgrown with
weeds when Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Waiss of Clearwater and
Chicago, purchased the property in 1956. They restored it
and opened it as Eagles Nest Gardens shortly thereafter.
After the death of Mr. Waiss, Mrs. Waiss and her daughter,
Marian Waiss Williams, managed the property, but as
property values increased, and the expenses for upkeep on
the gardens as a tourist attraction increased, the inevitable
decision was made to sub-divide it for development.
In 1952, Marion Waiss Williams announced that the 40
acres of high land and the 100 acres of bottom land, which
for nearly two decades was one of the beauty spots and
showplaces of the Florida West coast, would be replaced by
a 70 acre building project to be known as Eagles Nest
Subdivision of Belleair.
Information also supplied by Town of Belleair archives

The inside of the Japanese Gardens brochure, courtesy of the Heritage Historical Society.
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Did You Know...
clearwater JaZZ
holiday Now in its 31st year,
this year’s event is October 14
- 17. Once again, it will
showcase some of jazz’s finest
talents. This year’s poster,
shown here, was designed by
artist Lorraine Potocki. It will be
on sale during the event. In
conjunction with the Jazz
Holiday there will be the Jazz
‘N Art Sale Oct. 16-17 held on
Cleveland Street, 10am-5pm.
The art show will feature fine
art of different mediums.
JazzArtWalk.com.
____________________________
time for flU shots Get prepared for flu season,
which runs from October through February. The Walgreens
in Belleair Bluffs, located at West Bay and Indian Rocks
Road, is offering flu shots for $29. They will bill your
insurance company and/or Medicare. No appointment is
necessary. Call the pharmacy at 585-1488 for information.
_________________________________________________
seafood festival The 29th annual John’s Pass
Seafood Festival is October 30-31. This year’s festival
includes an Arts & Craft Show with over 50 local and
regional artists, 150 Village shops, a street dance in the
village, a fishing expo, children’s area and of course tons
of fresh seafood. A children’s Halloween Costume
Contest will be Saturday at 3pm with Trick Or Treating in
the merchant stores. Admission is free. Free remote
parking is available at Madeira Beach Fundamental
School,
east of the Madeira Beach Causeway.
_________________________________________________
too mUch litter There has been an increased
amount of trash found in the gutters and drains near the
Belleair Bluffs side of the Belleair Beach Causeway. Part
of the problem is there are no trash cans in that area for
people to properly dispose of their soda cans and plastic
bottles. The County Parks Department plans to install
some, if Belleair Bluffs and Belleair Beach agree.
_________________________________________________
holiday liGhted boat parades lookinG for
participants Indian Rocks Beach’s parade is Saturday
December 18. Call Joan Johnstone at City Hall, 5952517 to participate. The Island Estates parade is
Saturday, December 11. Call Tom Smith, 776-3375, to
enter. Both parades are free and have cash prizes.
_________________________________________________
belleair archery clUb starts its Fall session
Monday, November 1st at the Belleair Rec. Center.
Classes include challenges and games. This fills up fast,
so call 518-3728 today to register.
_________________
pUbliX is two!
The Belleair Publix
opened in
November 2008.
Don Touchette, the
opening manager is
still there, and so
are about 20 of the
original employees.
Most of them are
pictured here.
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and More...
calendar on sale
The Plein Aire Cottage
Artists have just released
their 2011 calendar
featuring twelve beautiful
paintings of Indian Rocks
Beach. The cover of the
calendar features a
Polytych - 5 panels
painted by Helen, Violetta and Mary Rose and the title of
this painting is: "The Bridge That Brings People Home to
IRB." This limited edition calendar is available at: IRB
Library, IRB Historical Museum, Cafe de Paris, Kooky
Coconut, Cookie Cutter and The Coffee Mill.
___________________________________________________
meals on wheels Volunteers are needed to deliver
meals to homebound Pinellas residents through the
Neighborly Meals on Wheels program. Volunteers pick
up meals at nearby locations and deliver them to area
residents. Call Pat Hazell at 573-9444 Ext 4190.
___________________________________________________
help with electric bills With our recent high
temperatures, many people have high bills, too. Pinellas
County provides assistance of up to $600 to senior citizens
unable to pay their power bills. Funds from the Area
Agency on Aging can help residents, 60 and older in
danger of having their power disconnected. Seniors must
have a delinquent notice from the power company, and
can only receive help twice a year. There are income
limitations. Call Annie Shaw in Clearwater at 464-8400.
_________________________________________________
halloween party Don't miss out on a great dinner,
haunted house, costume contests, trick-or-treat, haunted
hayride and lots of fun, hosted by Belleair Recreation
Department and the Belleair Civic Association. Are you
brave enough to go through the Haunted House and
Haunted Hayride!?!? Sneak peek is Friday, October 22
at 6 pm and the party is Saturday, October 23 at 5 pm.
_________________________________________________
social secUrity seminar Merrill Lynch Wealth
Management, in Clearwater, is offering three free
seminars to help you understand Social Security
benefits and how it works. This is an informational
seminar. They will not be trying to sell you anything. Call
462-2300
for information or to reserve your place.
_________________________________________________
bridGe award On
August 15th, the Belleair
Beach Causeway Bridge,
and the people who
built it, were awarded
the Public Works Project
of the Year by the
American Public Works
Association. The bridge
was a combined project involving several overlapping
agencies and companies including Pinellas County’s
Public Works Department, Johnson Bros Construction,
Misener Marine Construction, HDR Engineering and the
Florida Department of Transportation. The APWA
selected 18 finalists and the bridge project won First
Place in the $25-$75 million dollar category.
_________________________________________________
neXt issUe in december This newsletter is printed six
times a year, and survives on advertisements. Please
support the advertisers. Read this issue, as well as our
other area issues, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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from the desk of sheriff Jim coats

The dangers of distracted driving
Have you ever noticed what other
drivers are doing while on the road?
Some are talking on the phone,
texting, eating and drinking, applying
make-up, changing the radio,
searching for something, getting the
kids attention, or even attempting to
read. Sadly, everyday driver
distractions lead to motor vehicle
crashes that may cause serious injury or even death.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) in 2008, nearly 6,000 people
were killed where distracted or inattentive driving was a
factor. It is believed it may even be higher because
distracted driving data is often difficult to collect.
While Florida has no bans on cell phone use or texting
while driving, 30 states plus the District of Columbia and
Guam have banned texting for all drivers and 8 states,
have prohibited the use of handheld cell phones while
operating a motor vehicle. For a list of state laws
regulating texting and cell phone use while driving, visit:
www.ghsa.org/html/stateinfo/laws/cellphone_laws.html.
At the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, we believe raising
awareness about the issue is the best way to address it.
We are taking various steps to bring this issue to the
forefront, especially through the education in our “Teen
Driver Challenge” program.
The two-day course, experience emphasizes road safety
and helps teens build the foundation for safe driving.
“Distracted driving” is one segment. The program,
supported by the Florida Sheriff’s Association,
encourages young drivers to develop good habits early
in their driving careers. Students are repeatedly
reminded to put their safety and the safety of their
passengers first; and to consider that the consequences
of driving distracted can be serious and tragic.
Students are advised to pull off the road if they must
make a phone call or send a text. They are reminded to
avoid distractions created by other passengers in the car
attempting to share text messages or photos. Students
are directed to place 100% of their attention on the road
and to safely operate their vehicle.
Deputies also share a true life video, of a young man
who was texting while driving and caused a crash that
claimed the life of two men, both husbands and fathers.
During the driving portion, deputies have students talk
on the cell phone while conducting a reactionary
braking exercise. It shows students how distraction may
take away from their ability to quickly bring the vehicle
to a stop.
The Sheriff’s Office has formed partnerships with the
local media in an effort to raise awareness among the
public at large. The efforts have included public service
announcements, which highlight the “Teen Driver
Challenge” course.
For further information about the course visit the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office website at www.pcsoweb.com
and go to Teen Driver Challenge; or contact Deputy
Thomas Kelley at TKelley@pcsonet.com.
The Sheriff’s Office is committed to continuing to seek
ways to address the very important issue of combating
distracted driving and keeping our roads safe.
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the town of belleair recreation department’s

dimmitt commUnity center proGrams
The Town of Belleair Recreation Department is offering a
variety of programs, leagues and camps for all ages
during the months of October and November. For more
information on the Dimmitt Community Center
programs, please call 518-3728 or visit belleairrec.com.

Adult Programs

Basketball

Wednesday
7:00 pm
Saturday
9:00 am
Choi Kwang Do Monday & Wednesday 7:30 pm
Saturday
11:30 am
Duplicate Bridge Thursday & Saturday 12:30 pm
Music Lessons
Tuesday As Scheduled
Volleyball
Tuesday & Friday
12:30 pm

Youth Programs

Archery
Mondays, Nov 1- 29
Choi Kwang Do Mon & Wed
Saturday
Funky Friday
Friday
Music Lessons
Tuesday As Scheduled
Tennis Lessons
Tuesday/Thursday
Home School P.E. To Be Determined

Special Events and Camps
Adult Exercise Classes

Cardio Circuit Training
Cardio Dance
Lunchtime Pilates
Jazzercise
Yoga
Line Dancing

Mon, Wed, Fri
Mon, Wed, Fri
Wednesday
Mon & Wed
Saturday
Thursday
Monday

9:15am
9:00am
12:00 pm
5:45 pm
8:30 am
7:30 pm
7:00 pm

Haunted House Preview
Friday, Oct. 22
6:00 pm
Halloween Party
Saturday, Oct. 23
5:30 pm
Thanksgiving Camp
November 22-24
9 am - 4 pm

4:00
5:30
9:30
6:00

pm
pm
am
pm

3 -6:00 pm
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local UpcominG events

OCTOBER

2 - BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 10am at the Calvary
Episcopal Church in Indian Rocks Beach. Pet food
donations will be accepted. Call 595-2374.
8-10 - MAYOR’S TENNIS TOURNAMENT Southwest Tennis
Center (13120 Vonn Rd), host men’s, women’s, mixed
doubles, youth singles &doubles. Registration is $30 for
one event and $50 for two. Call Jennifer 518-3125.
14-17 - CLEARWATER JAZZ HOLIDAY Coachman Park,
www.ClearwaterJazz.com
16-17 - CLEARWATER JAZZ ‘N ART SALE Cleveland Street
Downtown, www.JazzArtWalk.com; 461-5200
15 - STONE CRAB SEASON BEGINS
16 - COASTAL CLEAN UP Call Belleair Beach 595-4646 to
sign up or report to Indian Rocks at the 18th Avenue Beach
Access at 8am. You will be assigned a section of the beach.
16 - OKTOBERFEST ON THE BEACH Indian Rocks Beach,
Kolb Park, 11am to 8pm. Live music, dancing, food and
beer. www.OctoberFestOnTheBeach.com.
20 - CLEARWATER’S FRESH MARKET Opening day, of the
16th season in the 500 & 600 block of Cleveland Street,
downtown . It continues every Wednesday morning through
May 2011. www.ClearwaterFarmersMarket.com
23 - REP. BILL YOUNG honored The Eighth Annual Indian
Rocks Volunteer Firemen’s Association’s Commitment to
Excellence in Leadership Awards, will honor US
Representative Bill Young for his long record of support for
critical health care services both in Pinellas County and
nationwide. Call 510-6153 for tickets.
23 - COUNTRY JUBILEE / HERITAGE VILLAGE An old
fashioned celebration with crafts and live music.
at 11909 125th Street North, Largo. 582-2123

www.PinellasCounty.org/Heritage.
23 - HALLOWEEN PARTY IN BELLEAIR Sponsored by the
Belleair Rec. Dept. and the Belleair Civic Assoc. It includes
a dinner, haunted house, costume contests, trick-or-treating
and haunted hay ride; 5pm. 518-3728.
31 - TURTLE NESTING SEASON ENDS The baby turtles are
leaving their nests so if you live along the beaches, please
continue to reduce your lighting until the end of October.

NOVEMBER

2 - ELECTION DAY Poll open from 7am to 7pm
6 - BELLEAIR BEACH YARD SALE from 8am to 2pm. No
permit needed to have a sale. 595-4646.
6 - THE TASTE OF IRB in Chic-A-Si Park on Saturday, from
4pm to 11pm. There will be 20 restaurants, live music,
beer and wine. www.IRBHOME.com.
6-7 - ART HARVEST ART SHOW in Dunedin. at 1143
Michigan Blvd. over 200 artists www.JLArtHarvest.com.
11 - VETERANS DAY
13 - IRONMAN COMPETITION Clearwater Beach it
includes a 1.2 mile swim, 13.1 mile run and a 56 mile
bike race, and lots of road closures. The event starts at
6:45am. They are looking for volunteers. 447-7600.
www.Ironman.com/events/ironman70.3.
14 - ANTIQUE ALLEY FALL ANTIQUE SHOW from 9am to
4pm. Over 50 dealers will participate. Admission is free.
581-6585.
19-21 - SUNCOAST DIXIELAND JAZZ CLASSIC Sheraton
Sand Key and Marriott Sand Key JazzClassic.net, 536-0064.
20 - CARLISE CLASSIC REGATTA Clearwater Community
Sailing Center
25 - THE TURKEY TROT, Clearwater High School
www.TampaBay.com/turkeytrot, 562-4700.
27-28 - INDIAN ROCKS BIG GARAGE SALE.
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Organizational News...
belleair Garden clUb meets at 903 Ponce de
Leon Blvd. in the Town of Belleair. Membership is $50
per year. Call Barbara Chapman at 581-8929 for more
information. October 6 the speaker is Bruce Turley,
Topic: Native Florida Plants and Grasses. October 13
the speaker is Bob Deegan, Topic: Pony Tail and
Egyptian Date Palms and how to fertilize them. Other
meetings are November 3 and 10. Guests are
welcome. RSVP to Judy Hanks at 595-7233.
belleair beach ladies lUncheon clUb Meets
the second Tuesday each month, Oct. to May. Their
season begins October 12 at Bob Heilman’s
Beachcomber. On November 9th, they will take a bus
trip to Sarasota’s Columbia Restaurant in St. Armand’s
Key with time to shop. Membership, $15 a year, is open
to area residents. Call Alice Tucker at 584-1532.
belleair bridGe clUb plays twice a week in the
City Hall Auditorium. It is coordinated by the Belleair
Recreation Center. Call Betty Grandoff at 669- 5283.
belleair women's repUblican clUb meets
monthly for lunch at the Belleair Country Club, at
11:45am and issue related speakers. Cost is $21 for
lunch. RSVP to Corrine Schlising at 724-3242. Oct. 1
Jim Frishe, Republican District 54, whose office is in
Belleair Bluffs, will speak. He currently represents the
area nearest the beaches. November 5 Dr Susan
McManus, Political Analyst and professor at the
University of South Florida will discuss the most recent
election results. BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com.
belleair yoUnG women’s society Founded in
1979, their purpose is to promote friendship through
social activities. They are starting their 32nd year with
changes. ‘Girls Night Out’ has been changed to ‘TaDa! Tuesdays’ and has been moved to the third Tuesday
of the month. ‘Lunch Bunch’ has been moved to the
fourth Mondays. Upcoming meetings, held the first
Thursday of each month, will be October 7, November
5 and December 2. To join, call 461-9402.
belleair beach island Garden clUb starts its
63rd year with their October 20th meeting. The meeting is
10:30 am, on the second floor of Belleair Beach’s
Community Center. They meet monthly on the third
Wednesday, Oct - April. Membership is $20 per year and
guests are welcome. Contact Jan Rives, 644-7191
belleair senior social clUb They have many
events planned including concerts, shows, day trips,
breakfasts meetings and pot luck dinners. They meet at
9am Tuesday mornings inside Panera Bread, for coffee
and socializing. They visit a different restaurant each
Sunday evening at 6pm. Membership is open to all
seniors over 60, in the greater Belleair area. Call Mary
Alice Tucker at 584-2165.
antiQUe alley merchants are holding their Fall
Antique Show on Sunday, November 14th, from 9am to
4pm. There will be over 50 dealers and admission is
free. It is a fun way to see the shops on this little alley
and to do some holiday shopping. They are located at
580 N. Indian Rocks Road. Call 581-6585 for info.
belleair civic association The Belleair Civic
Association is co-hosting the Halloween activities at the
Belleair Rec Center. Call Sandy Tuten at 581-7314 or
Sherrie Morton at 581-8313 to help.
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More Organizational News
belleair area rotary meets at 12:15pm, every
Thursday, in the Belleair Country Club. The third Thursday
of every month is the general assembly and Board
meeting. For more information, call Vicki Morgan,
President at 251-8277 or Ed Shaughnessy at 461-7171.
Yard Sale: The Belleair Rotary Club is holding a Country
Club Yard Sale November 6 at the Belleair Biltmore
Country Club, 1501 Indian Rocks Road. They are asking
for donations of working electronic items, furniture, small
appliances, books, toys, etc. No clothes, please. If you
have ‘quality’ items to donate to their sale, email
BelleairRotaryClub@Gmail.com and a Rotary member will
arrange for a pickup. Proceeds will benefit their many
charities, including Belleair Elementary (Bicycles for
Reading, Adopt a classroom),and many other local causes.
belleair fine arts society Contact Lois
O'Donnell at 595-1349 or Joyce Muller at 595-6888.
clearwater commUnity sailinG center Sailing
classes start the beginning of each month. Prans sail on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Hobiecats sail Wednesdays and
Sunfish sail on Fridays. They offer a Hobie Adult Learn to
Sail class Saturday and Sundays from 9:30am -12:30pm.
The Carlisle Classic Regatta is November 20th. This one
day event includes all types of sailboat races. It costs $25
for single handed boats and $50 for double handed
boats. There is a late fee for registering after November
9th. Registration includes a T-Shirt and dinner. Registration
and race information can be found on their web site
www.ClearwaterCommunitySailing.org. They are located
on Sand Key, at 1001 Gulf Blvd. Call 517-7776.
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Clearwater Beach, Florida...Where the Locals Hang Out
It’s laid back and casual. Been that way since we started in 1926. Here everyone’s somebody and nobody cares. We overlook the Gulf of Mexico;
the beach is at our front door and the sunsets are pretty terrific. There’s live entertainment most days, as long as we can find the extension cord.
Great seafood
seafood, sizzling steaks, chicken and seafood wraps, shrimp and crab chowder, smoked ribs and our
famous beach burgers. Happy hour: Monday - Friday 4-7 p.m.

Palm Pavilion Beachside Grill & Bar

£äÊ >ÞÊ Ã«>>`iÊUÊ ÀÌ Ê i>ÀÜ>ÌiÀÊ i>V ÊUÊÇÓÇ®Ê{{ÈÓÈ{ÓÊUÊÜÜÜ°«>«>Û°V

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

indian rocks pier at 23 avenUe
rd

the other pier, as i remember it

by Joe Knight, Jr., Belleair Bluffs Resident
I was born in Elfers, Florida, just north of Tarpon Springs. In 1928, my mother, Rosalind
Knight, paid $500 for a Gulf-front lot in the 2400 block of Indian Rocks Beach. She had a
log cabin built on the lot so we could spend our summers at the beach. The log cabin,
located where the Cameron Cove condos are today, was about 2 miles north of the old
wooden bridge.
There were only a few houses nearby among the Australian pines, palmettos and cabbage
palms. The water was so clear you could see 200 feet underwater.
Every summer until 1946, we went to Indian Rocks Beach. After the war, we permanently
moved into the Indian Rocks Beach house. In 1952, I graduated from the University of
Florida, married my wife, Harriett, and moved into that log cabin, where we raised four
Joe Knight Jr. and
children.
the 23rd Ave. Pier Key There was a pier at 23rd Avenue, next door to the cabin. The pier was built in 1930 by
American Agricultural Chemical Company. It was about 225 feet long with a large ‘T’ shape at the end, to make
more room for fishing. American Agricultural Chemical Co. had a
camp of small cottages, across Gulf Boulevard at 23rd Avenue,
Pier at 23rd Avenue, 1949
used by their employees, called “Camp Co-Ho-De”.
The pier, built for residents of Camp Co-H-De, had a gate to keep
people who did not belong...such as me, off. A key to the gate was
given to my father, Joe Knight, Sr., many years ago by AACC
Superintendent Sterling Edwards.
About 1950, with donations from the public, the pier was improved
and railings were added. Later, it became known as “Huff’s Pier” by
the newcomers. We caught many fish from that pier, including
tarpon, sharks and rays. We had a great time fishing on and under
that old pier. Eventually it was blown down in one of the big Gulf
storms. My family lived in that house until 1970 when Cameron
Cove construction started.
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psta fees GoinG Up
To help cover a $3.7 million dollar budget shortfall, the
PSTA board of directors were forced to raise the price of
bus rides. Only about 20% of their budget comes from
riders’ fares, the rest, about $43 million, come from
property taxes and other sources, but we know property
values and their tax revenues are down.
The price increases include:
Regular one way fare, raised from $1.75 to $2.
Unlimited All Day, raised from $4 to $4.50.
31-Day, Unlimited, raised from $55 to $65.
The new prices go into affect October 3rd.
For information, call 540-1900 or visit www.PSTA.net.

web site award
This year, Pinellas County redesigned its web site,
www.PinellasCounty.org, focusing on online services and
making the site more easy to navigate. In September,
Pinellas County’s new Web site was awarded Second Place
in the 2010 Best of the Web and Digital Government
Achievement Awards, in the County Portal category.

John’s pass 29th annUal
seafood festival
For over a quarter-century, John’s Pass Village has
offered fun for the whole family at the annual Seafood
Festival. Dedicated to Fishermen Lost at Sea, this year’s
event will take place on Saturday, October 30 from 10
am to 8 pm, and Sunday, October 31 from 10 am to 6
pm. Admission is free.
Features of the event include an Art & Craft Show with
60 local and regional artists, tons of fresh seafood, a
fish cutting competition, a Haunted House, more than
150 unique shops, live music, a street dance, fishing
expo, an environmental area and a children’s area. A
children’s Halloween costume contest will take place
Saturday at 3 pm and trick or treating will take place.
All costume contest participants will receive a prize.
Parking is available in John’s Pass Village and free
parking, with free shuttle service to and from John’s Pass
Village, is available at Madeira Beach Middle School.
For information, contact Suzanne King 322-5217 or
SuzFest@gmail.com, or visit JohnsPassFestivals.com.

Software company
featured on CNN is
paying people to
give their software
away for FREE!

Call 770-289-8707
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LOOKING TO CHANGE YOUR
MEDICARE COVERAGE?
November is the moNth to do it
let me help
I am an Independent Agent offering many
options and plans.
I can cut your health care cost $200-$700
a month. Individual and Group. Medicare
plans available.

LINDA BULLERMAN, CLTC 727-501-1444
Independent Insurance Agent

Business Briefs...
rock & soUl
shoppinG spree
High bidder, Kelly
Schmidt (second from
left) won a special
evening of shopping,
food and drinks at
Belleair Bluff’s Rock &
Soul Clothing during
Charity Work’s
Monopoly Night. Owner Chris Jewel (at bottom) donated
the shopping spree as a silent auction item to help
Charity Works provide services to economically
disadvantaged Tampa Bay area families. Rock & Soul
Clothing is located in Belleair Bluffs next to Bonefish
Grill.
_________________________________________________
medicare seminar Independent insurance agent
Linda Bullerman is hosting two free seminars covering
changes to your Medicare. The events will be on
November 7 and December 8 at 10am. Both will be
held at the Largo Community Center, 65 Fourth Street
NW. These seminars are for educational purposes only.
Call Linda, 501-1444, to RSVP.
_________________________________________________
decker ross interiors Marilyn Gambino recently
joined the team at Decker Ross Interiors, as a lead
design consultant. Marilyn's experience includes over
nine years with JC White Office Interiors, as a
commercial designer. Most recently she was with Robb &
Stucky as a residential design consultant. Her expertise
includes design and overall space planning for new
construction as well as existing homes and buildings.
When she's not creating beautiful surroundings for her
clients, Marilyn enjoys faux finishing, floral design and
art projects. Decker Ross is located at 1445 Court Street.
Call 442-9996.
__________________________
belltech compUter
solUtions BellTech,
located at 14219 Walsingham
Road, next to Hungry Howie’s
Pizza, specializes in repairs. If
you need virus removal, data
recovery, laptop repairs,
security or custom add-ons,
call them. Call owner Larry
Bell at 595-5000.
__________________________
treasUre traders Specializes in buying old gold,
jewelry, china and other valuables. They recently
opened at 518 Indian Rocks Road North, next to the
Belleair Food Mart. Call them at 584-6300.
________________________
wiGs by abby Abby Hein
and Jamie Newmann
moved their Largo Mall wig
store a few hundred feet.
Now they are to the right of
Bealls at Largo Mall. With
the larger store they added
the Kathy Ireland line, and
have over 500 wigs on
display. You can reach them
at 501-9447. Get more
info at WigsByAbby.com
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More Business Briefs...

incredible edibles
Carol Kirton and
Rowland Milam moved
their Incredible Edibles
store to Belleair Bluffs at
2969 West Bay Drive,
next to Bonefish Grill.
Started in Clearwater in
1987, they sell gourmet
chocolates, truffles,
cookies, dips, sauces,
candies, nuts, and wine.
Their specialty is
creating "Unique Corporate Appreciations and Person
Gifts." Visit www.ediblegifts.net or call 441-2010.
_________________
edward Jones
new office
Brenda Ehrke, an
Investment Broker
with Edward Jones,
opened a new
office at 2618 West
Bay Drive, across
from Publix. She is
planning an Open
House and ribbon cutting on October 8 and is inviting
all her Belleair neighbors to stop by. Various activities
are planned that day including a ribbon cutting at
10am, refreshments, attendance gifts and children’s
saving guides. Pictured here is Brenda (left) and her
assistant Corbi. Call her at 581-3583.
_______________
radiance
medspa in
belleair
blUffs wins
award Solta
Medical,
manufacturer of
Fraxel Laser and
Thermage,
awarded them
the 2010 Black
Diamond award.
This award
signifies Radiance
Medspa's expertise with the Fraxel Dual Laser, used to
remove sun damage and brown spots, treat stretch
marks and acne scars, and erase lines and wrinkles
from the skin. In their fifth year of business, Radiance
has established itself as a leader in non-surgical
cosmetic procedures such as Fraxel, SlimLipo, Botox,
Juvederm, Laser Hair Removal, and Thermage.
_________________________________________________
cliniQUe at st michaels Clinique at St Michael’s is
the first facility in the area to offer HydraFacial. This serumbased skin resurfacing system is an all-in-one:
microdermabrasion, chemical peels, painless extractions,
hydrating antioxidant serums. It is safe for all skin types
and there is no downtime or post peeling. It takes 30
minutes and normally costs $150. Get $50 off your first
visit if you mention this newsletter. Call Clinique at the St
Michael’s Clinic at 585-2200. They are located at 1018
West Bay across from Publix and also have a new branch
office inside the Belleair Country Club.
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Restaurant News
baltic amber In August
this new polish cuisine
restaurant opened at 552
Clearwater-Largo Road.
Owners Richard and Eva
Sikorski formerly owned the
Polish Deli at 910 West
Bay. He is from Szczecin,
Poland. They are open for
lunch and dinner, with
outdoor waterfront dining, and serve many polish
specialties ranging from piergoi to polish sausage.
___________________________________________________
boaters welcome at bonefish If you launch your
boat at the Belleair Causeway Boat Ramp, keep your
parking receipt. During October and November, it is good
for a free Bang Bang shrimp appetizer at Bonefish in
Belleair
Bluffs, when you purchase an entree.
_________________________________________________
my place - on the rocks My Place, in Indian Rocks
Beach, had barely closed before new owners started
preparing to reopen it. Three business men who own the
popular Bamboo Beer Garden in John’s Pass Village,
bought the Restaurant. In October, it will reopen as On
The Rocks Bar and Grill. They are changing the decor and
menu, and plan lots of live music. The owners are Allan
Crawford, Darrell Heard and Gary Adkinson.
_________________________________________________
sUrf n tUrf is offering “all natural” turkeys for
Thanksgiving, but you have to order it between
November 1 and 15. They will deep fry your turkey for a
small fee too. They are closed on Thanksgiving Day.
Call them at 585-8781 to reserve your turkey.
___________________________________________________
last call Although the county approved an ordinance
allowing bars to serve alcohol until 3am, the final
closing time is determined by each city. The Belleair
Bluffs City Commission decided to continue with a 2am
closing time. Largo and Clearwater Beach approved
3am. Indian Rocks hasn’t made a final decision yet and
Indian Shores stayed with 2am.
_________________________________________________
thanksGivinG help If you don’t want to cook this
year, here are some nearby restaurants that can help.
Cody’s roadhouse Grill - Special Thanksgiving menu,
including turkey, ham, prime rib plus dessert.
e&e Stakeout - Open with their normal menu.
Marlin Darlin - Special Thanksgiving meals all day
starting at noon.
Westshore Pizza - No Turkey, but they are open from
11am - 10pm, with delivery, too.
la Chachette, Clearwater - Open for Thanksgiving
with turkey on the menu.
rusty’s, Sand Key Sheraton - They will be offering a
Thanksgiving Day Brunch.
Watercolor Steakhouse, inside the Marriott Sand Key
Open with a Thanksgiving Day Brunch.
Shor American Grill at the Hyatt Regency - Thanksgiving
Day Brunch.
Heilman’s Beachcomber, Clearwater Beach Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner 11:30am - 9:30pm
The following nearby restaurants are closed Thanksgiving
day: Bonefish Grill, Jewel Cafe, Le Bouchon, Maggie
Mae’s,
Panera Bread, Suncoast Cafe, Venus Restaurant.
___________________________________________________
closed
BEEF O BRADYS, on West Bay Drive next to Publix.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

diXieland JaZZ classic swinGs
into clearwater beach
The 20th Annual Suncoast
Dixieland Jazz Classic at the
Sheraton Sand Key Resort is Nov.
19-21. This year 20 bands from
all over the United States and
Canada will perform the best of
New Orleans jazz, swing, ragtime
and the "fun" music of the 1920s
and '30s.
In typical New Orleans fashion,
the festival begins Friday morning
(Nov. 19) at11:30 with a parade,
led by strutting Parasol Ladies,
followed by music fans and Wally's
Warehouse Waifs (from Minnesota) playing the spirited
"When The Saints Come Marching In." The bands begin
at noon on Friday and 9:30 am on Saturday, continuing
until midnight. On Sunday, music starts at 9 am and
continues until the festival finale at 5 pm.
A $100 weekend, badge provides access to all
performances (130 sets will be played at four venues).
Daily badges for Friday or Sunday are $40 and
Saturday is $50. Daily badges for a child or student
(under 23 with an ID) are only $10. Badges can be
ordered in advance by mailing payment: Suncoast
Dixieland Jazz Classic, P. O. Box 1945, Largo, FL 33779
or online at www.jazzclassic.net through Pay Pal. Call
727-536-0064 for more information.
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want some crab claws?

Places to buy stone crab claws nearby:
Publix Grocers, Belleair Bluffs
Surf N Turf Market
2900 West Bay Drive, Belleair Bluffs (585-8781)
Crabby Bill’s Seafood Market,
412 Gulf Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach (595-0041)
Island Fish Seafood Market,
13042 Indian Rocks Rd. S., Largo (595-8777)
Wards Seafood Market,
1001 Belleair Road, Clearwater (581-2640)
Frenchy’s Seafood Market,
419 East Shore Drive.
Restaurants serving Stone Crabs after Oct. 15th:
Indian Rocks Beach:
Crabby Bill’s, Guppy’s
Clearwater Beach:
Cooter’s Restaurant & Bar, Frenchy’s,
Crabby Bill’s, Island Way Grill,
Heilman’s Beachcomber,
Shor American Seafood Grill
Bellair Bluffs:
Bonefish Grill, Marlin Darlin Grill,
E&E Stakeout
Sand Key:
Rusty’s at the Sheraton,
Watercolours at the Marriott
Special Stone Crab Events:
Cooters Stone Crab Festival
Oct 21-24, 23 Pointsettia Ave.
Frenchy’s Stone Crab Festival
Oct 22-23, Frenchy’s Cafe, 41 Baymont Street
John’s Pass Seafood Festival
October 30-31
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stone crabs are back
Most people in our area look forward to October 15th
because it marks the beginning of Stone Crab Season.
Some, who love their delicious claw meat, buy it at the
local grocery store or fish market. Others simply order it
at our local restaurants, with a side of butter. Then there
are the adventurous people that throw traps off their
docks into the Intracoastal to try and catch a few, or
sometimes none, each week.
The stone crab (Menippe Mercenaria, which means “force
or courage” ) is found from Connecticut to Belize,
including the west coast of Florida. They live in the bottom
of bays, grass flats, oyster reefs and jetties feeding on
oysters and other small mollusks. Their predators are
grouper, sea turtles, cobia, octopus and people. They live
seven to eight years.
A crab's skeleton is its shell, and is made mostly of
calcium. It must lose or molt its shell as it grows. Juveniles
molt many times in their first few years, then less
frequently after four or five years. Each time a crab molts
its shell, the new claw grows larger. When the female is
about a year old, it begins to produce eggs four to six
times each the spring and summer. Each year, they
produce between 500,000 and 1 million eggs.
Their relatively small bodies are rarely eaten, but their
claws are considered a delicacy resembling lobster in
appearance and flavor. The larger of the two claws is the
“crusher claw”. It can weigh up to half a pound and is
strong enough to break an oyster’s shell. The smaller claw
is called the “pincher claw”. They can lose their limbs in
fights, as well to fishermen.

Florida Stone crabs are
normally caught in
baited traps in the
Intracoastal and
near the shore in
the Gulf of Mexico.
Many local
fishermen
supplement their
income catching
stone crabs. Their
catch is what supplies
our local markets and
restaurants. Individuals with a Florida recreational fishing
license may have up to 5 traps near their house. Traps
may only be pulled during daylight hours.
To be harvested, a claw must be at least 2.75” long,
measured from the tip to the first joint. Normally,
fishermen only take one claw from each crab. That way
the crab can use the other claw to feed itself. When both
claws are removed the crab only has a 20% survival rate.
If broken in the right place, the claw will grow back, but it
will take close to a year to reach normal size. It is against
the law to remove claws from egg bearing females.
Florida law requires all stone crab claws sold, be cooked
immediately after harvest. They are available in stores
fresh cooked or frozen. When frozen, the thick shell will
protect the meat for up to six months.
The Florida stone crab has grown more popular in recent
years. Florida’s are considered some of the best stone
crabs, as well as one of the more expensive. In 1963,
stone crabs cost 30¢ a dozen. Today, they are sold by the
pound and 7-8 claws can be as much as $20.
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fall into the JUbilee
by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
As we enter autumn, there are many
things we look forward to. A break in the
heat and humidity. High school sports.
The beginnings of the holiday season.
For more than three decades, Pinellas
County residents and visitors have looked
forward to the Fall Festival held at one of
our county’s most celebrated treasures, Heritage Village.
What began all those years ago with such homespun
entertainment as skillet tosses quickly became a popular
event drawing thousands.
The tradition continues from 9:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
on Saturday, Oct. 23 at the 32nd annual Heritage Village
Fall Jubilee. Browse and shop with crafters, listen to live
music, tour historic homes, participate in hands-on living
history activities, and watch traditional craft
demonstrations. If you are looking to begin your holiday
shopping, the Fall Jubilee should be on your must do list.
One of the highlights of the event is the flea market and
book sale. Many visitors in years past have found
treasures offered for sale. In fact, if you are looking to
clear some older items out of your home, you can donate
old books, tools, dishes, silverware, sports equipment,
craft items, toys, jewelry, furniture, decorative items,
seasonal decorations and all types of housewares. To
learn more about the flea market and book sale or the

Fall Jubilee, visit www.pinellascounty.org/heritage or call
(727) 582-2123.
Not only does this event promise fun and an opportunity
to relax among the many historical structures in the park,
it also showcases the dedication and commitment of an
outstanding group of volunteers. The members of the
Pinellas County Historical Society have been a
tremendous asset to Heritage Village since its first days
during the nation’s Bicentennial celebration in 1976.
Through their hard work, many of the structures and
artifacts you can see were collected, restored and
displayed on site. The proceeds from the book sale and
flea market – as well as any donations collected at the
gate – will help further the mission of the Pinellas County
Historical Society.
It’s this spirit of volunteerism that is also showcased in the
county’s other parks and preserves. These troubling
financial times have required your commissioners to
carefully look at which essential services need to be
continued. In our highly-urbanized county, preserving our
natural beauty and historical landmarks is essential for us
now and for future generations to enjoy. County
volunteers are essential, and I invite you to come out and
volunteer for the county. We have a number of positions
available in many areas of interest, so there’s bound to
be an opportunity for you!
If you are interested in volunteering, visit Pinellas
County’s Volunteer Services website at
www.pinellascounty.org/volserve or call (727) 464-3945.
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city Government news
belleair blUffs
DIGITAL SPEED LIMIT A second flashing speed limit sign
was installed on West Bay Drive for people heading west.
The city paid $5700 for each the signs. The hope is they
will improve the bridge’s safety by drawing drivers
attention to the speed limit.

town of belleair

NEW COMMISSIONER The City Commission selected
Kevin Piccarreto to fill the seat vacated by Patricia Irwin.
He was chosen by a 3 to 1 vote over two other
residents. Piccarreto is a lawyer and has lived in Belleair
for seven years. He began serving in August.
EXEMPTIONS FOR SENIORS The City Commission
approved a resolution adding an additional $25,000
senior homestead exemptions, for homeowners 65 or
older, with annual household incomes below $25,780 .
Contact city hall for more information.
WATER BILLS INCREASING The City Commission
approved a 10% increase in residential potable water
rates. The increase is partially related to the closing of
the Belleview Biltmore Resort. Previously, the hotel and
spa provided 10% of the city’s water revenue. It is also
related to a state mandate to upgrade city water systems

belleair shores

BUDGET STAYS THE SAME There is a $10,000 shortage
in revenue, but the city will use some of their reserve funds
in instead of cutting services or raising the mileage.

belleair beach

OUTDOOR YOGA There is an outdoor elemental yoga
class on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9-10am. The
price is $8 per class.

belleview biltmore Update
THE HOTEL: Citizens in the area are losing patience with
the owners of the Belview Biltmore and their lack of work
on the historic resort. The City Manager says the fines of
$250 per day are still accruing. “We are waiting on a plan
to be submitted by the owners of the Biltmore,” says City
Manager Micah Maxwell. “They tell us they are looking for
financing prior to submittal.” The city plans to do an
interior inspection of the resort soon. The resort closed
June 1, 2009 and no significant work has been started
since then. They want to force the owners to repair and
maintain the property. The fear is the neglected property
will become unrepairable and the owners will be forced to
demolish it.
CABANA CLUB SANDKEY: The owners have also done
nothing to this building since its 2009 closure. The building
is looking dilapidated and neighbors are complaining it is
an eyesore. In June, the City of Clearwater issued a
‘Notice of Violation’, citing five code violations, including
broken windows and crumbling concrete. In August,
company spokesman, Martin Smith, appeared before to
the city’s Code Enforcement Board. At that time, the
assigned city code inspector told the board how horrible it
was, and the restaurant’s neighbors also expressing their
concerns. The Board imposed fines of $250 per violation,
per day, until the violations are corrected. That could be as
much as $1250 per day. Fines were scheduled to begin
September 27th. Clearwater hopes to have the building
removed.
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MoNeY SeNSe

keep your retirement savings on track

By Vince Grogan of Merrill Lynch
The financial meltdown has dealt some of its sharpest
punches to many individuals’ retirement plans. Despite
what we believe to be a temporary derailment, four
strategies can help get your retirement savings goals back
on track.

Take stock of your situation. The first step to developing an
effective recovery plan is to gather information on all your
assets. Build a holistic view of how your funds withstood
the market thus far and determine whether your total asset
base is allocated effectively for your particular plan.
Consolidate accounts. The process of gathering and
reviewing all your assets may reveal just how many
“savings buckets” you have to manage. Allocating assets
and managing risk can be logistically more difficult when
you’re managing multiple pools of scattered assets. You
may be able to make fewer accounts work harder for you,
and you could find it easier to respond to shifting markets.
For example, if you have multiple retirement accounts
from previous employers, consider rolling them into your
current plan or a rollover IRA. Work with your tax advisor
to help assess whether a rollover makes sense for you.
Emphasize income. Consider what portion of your
assets should be dedicated to providing an income
stream. Bonds, Treasuries and CDs can all create
income, especially if you stagger maturity dates. And
don’t forget, a paycheck is another form of regular
income. Remaining in the workforce—even if part
time—can reduce the pressure on your investments to
produce income and give you more time to save.
Re-evaluate your risk exposure. With retirements
projected to last for 20 years or more, every retirementfocused portfolio needs a long-term growth component,
and that usually comes from stocks. While it’s important
to avoid taking imprudent risks in an effort to play
catch-up, hiding in a heavy cash position for the long
term can have you coming up short when you need it.
Work with your financial advisor to adjust your asset
allocations regularly.
For more information, contact
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
Advisor and Resident Director,
Thomas J. Wright IV of the
Clearwater office 877.462.2321 or
http://fa.ml.com/thomas_wrightiv
Neither Merrill Lynch nor its Financial
Advisors provide tax, accounting or legal
advice. Clients should review any planned
financial transactions or arrangements
that may have accounting, tax or legal
implications with their personal professional advisors.
Vince Grogan is the Director of
Marketing and Sales Support of Personal
Retirement Solutions at Merrill Lynch.

To a Special Seminar on Social Security
As you approach retirement, it is more important than ever to
understand the role that Social Security benefits can and should play in your
overall retirement income plan. Join us for a masterful overview of:
l How Social Security benefits work for you and your spouse
l When and how to start receiving Social Security benefits
l Opportunities to increase your benefits throughout retirement

Speakers: Kay Torano, Public Aﬀairs Specialist, Social Security Administration
Benjamin Reens, CIMA® BlackRock – Vice President
Thomas J. Wright, CIMA® CRPC® Merrill Lynch Resident Director/ Vice President
When: Tuesday, October 26, 2010, Thursday, October 28, 2010 or
Tuesday, November 2, 2010
Registration: 5:30pm - 6:00pm, Presentation: 6:00pm - 7:00pm
Where: The Atrium - Main Lobby
601 Cleveland St. (Corner of Cleveland Street and Garden Avenue)
Downtown Clearwater – Cleveland Street District
Hosted By: Merrill Lynch Wealth Management, Clearwater, Florida
RSVP: Kathryn Oliver, 1-800-333-4352, kathryn_oliver@ml.com
Erin Emnett, 727 462 2300, erin.emnett@ml.com

Seating is limited
Please call before October 22 to reserve your seat.
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artist clayton swartZ
Local artist, Clayton
Swartz, was selected as
one of the winners in the
Sculpture 360: Art in the
Cleveland Street District for
2010. This temporary
outdoor exhibition of
public artwork and
sculpture will last for a
year. The artwork called
‘Constellation’ is valued at
$30,000 and is made from
aluminum. It stand 18 feet
tall and stands on a 6 feet
square. His work also
stands in front of the
Pinellas Park City Hall and
within the homes of many
nearby residents.
Swartz, with a Bachelor of
Arts - University of South
Florida School of Fine Arts
lives in Pinellas Park, where
he also has a studio. He
has done work for many
residents, local businesses
and city governments. You
can find many of his pieces
inside 400 Beach
Restaurant, downtown. He
is very active in the
community and donates
many pieces to local
charities for their auctions.
Have you seen these gates at 1580 Gulf Blvd? The
Anthony family commissioned Swartz to create the gates
in 2008. The Anthony’s were looking for something that
was eye catching, and also something that would last
outdoor in Belleair Shores’ salt air. “We go to many of
the area art shows and met Swartz at one of them,”
Anthony said. “We thought about it for about five years

before we had him start the project.”
“People have stopped many times to ask how to get in
touch with the artist. People have left notes in my mail
box asking for his phone number,” Anthony says. “This is
one of the largest undertakings I have ever done,” said
Clayton Swartz. “It took four months to complete. My
brother and I did the installation, ourselves.” Anthony
declined to disclose the cost of the gates, only to say
“they were not cheap”.

In the Town of Belleair,
Shannon and Randy
Ware’s Ponce de Leon
home has two of
Swartz’s pieces. “We
met Clayton at the
Dunedin Art Fest in
2007 and bought one
of his large groupers,”
Randy says. “Then we
called him and had a
larger one
commissioned for our
outside back porch.”
Dr Paul Kudelko, a
cardiologist at Morton Plant
Hospital, and his wife
Marie, saw Clayton’s work
at a Dunedin art show three
years ago. They
commissioned a large heart
for her husband. Actually,
since Paul’s father is also a
cardiologist, she bought two
of them. Paul and Marie are
the parents of local
musician, Suite Caroline.
To see more of his works,
visit ClaytonSwartz.com.
His phone number is
421-0553.
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loUis J. michaelos, m.d.

Celebrating 50 years of practicing in Largo
by Renee Gipson
Born in Deland, Florida
Began practicing in Pinellas County, 1961
Joined Pinellas County Medical Society
in 1961 and became president in 1990.
l Always wanted to be a doctor, even before
being a Boy Scout
l General practitioner for 15 years, then went back to
Medical school to specialize in ophthalmology. At that
point, he sold his general practice.
It was very difficult to get accepted into medical school in
the 1950s. Dr. Louis started at Emory then transferred to the
University of Florida to pursue a degree in pharmacy, as a
back up in case he could not get into medical school. He
received that degree and then got into medical school on a
GI Bill. During this time, he moonlighted for money.
When he graduated, he was going to continue and
specialize in ophthalmology, but he had an opportunity to
take over a general practice in Largo. He needed to
support his family so he took advantage of the opportunity.
He had two employees when he took over the practice. He
was concerned about covering the payroll, mortgage and
utility bills. He remembers fretting over paying a $23 water
bill. That was when he charged only $4 for an office visit. It
took him 15 years to raise the office visit charge to $10. He
really had to do volume to make a living.
During those years, a general physician treated all
conditions – from setting bones to treating cancer. There
l
l
l

were very few specialists. There were no oncologists until
around 1975. He really enjoyed general practice; he was
the quarterback of the patient’s health. He especially
enjoyed being the team doctor for Largo High School’s
football team. He was the team doctor for 23 years, until
the school board demanded he buy a $150,000.00
orthopedic liability policy. That is when he stepped down.
Malpractice insurance was $1,000.00 a year in Tennessee.
When Dr. Louis moved to Florida, the same policy was
$10,000.00 (the same year.)
He loved providing hands-on care when he practiced
general medicine. He said if you really pay attention and
listen to your patients, they will tell you what is wrong,
making it much easier to diagnose and treat them
appropriately. They did not have much technology then. Dr.
Louis said he feels physicians depend too heavily on
technology today– driving up the cost of healthcare. It is
difficult now with insurance reimbursements being reduced.
They don’t have the time to spend with patients and feel
rushed.
Dr. Louis did his ophthalmology residency in 1979 then
returned back to his original office location in Largo to
practice general ophthalmology.
His son Dr. Jon Michaelos went to medical school and later
joined his ophthalmology practice. Their practice has
experienced tremendous growth through the years with their
facility expanding from 1,500 square feet to 9,000 square
feet. Additionally, they added a surgical center with 3
surgical suites.
50 years later, it is obvious … this doctor still loves to
practice medicine.
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trees and traditions
Heritage Village will
present a festive display of
trees and decorations from
Dec. 1 – 30. The houses
will be decorated true to
their time period, locality
and lifestyle, ranging from
a Victorian home, to a
simply adorned 1852 log
cabin.
Heritage Village offers a special day of free holidayrelated activities on Saturday, Dec. 11. The Pinellas
County Historical Society will sponsor an open house
from 10 am to 5:30 pm, with refreshments and an oldfashioned ornament-making workshop at 1 pm.
Entertainment will include The Salvation Army Brass
Ensemble, Company B Ballet Center performing scenes
from the Nutcracker Suite, and Karina’s School of
Hawaiian and Belly Dance performing traditional
Christmas music and Hawaiian Christmas dance. Save
time for unique holiday shopping at the Beach Cottage
Gift Shop! Bring your family and friends - donations
support operations at Heritage Village. Stay and visit
Florida Botanical Gardens from the 5:30-9:30. See
how more than 425,000 colorful lights can transform
the Gardens into a holiday wonderland!

irb boat clUb
The IRB Boat Club
is finishing up its
third year and
celebrated the End
of Summer with an
Island Party. The
Club adopted the
island between
Indian Rocks and
the Belleair
Causeway through
Keep Pinellas Beautiful and will help keep it clean.
Their future events include helping with the Offshore Power
Races in Clearwater Beach on October 1-3, an
Intracoastal Clean Up on October 9 and participation in
Madeira Beach’s Veterans Boat Parade on November 13.
Join them at their informational monthly meeting at
Jimmy Guana’s, on the third Thursday of the month.
The next two meetings are October 21st and November
18th at 6pm. Everyone is welcome. Call 517-1997 or
Email BoatClub@IRBhome.com to get involved.

taste of irb
The popular Taste of IRB returns November 6th to Indian
Rocks Beach. There will be over 20 restaurants offering
tastes of their specialties, live music by Espree deKor, beer
sponsored by Crabby Bills, wine sponsored by USA
Grocers, local business booths and FREE admission. Last
year over 5000 people attended.
Participating Restaurants Include: Guppy's on the Beach,
Kooky Coconut, Red Lion, Coasters, Pie Factory, The Pub,
Island Fish, Pajano's Pizza, Stefano's, Crabby Bill's, Le
Bouchon Bistro, P.J.'s Oyster Bar, Cafe De Paris, Marlin
Darlin's, Keegan's Seafood Grill, Tapas Garden & Wine
Bar and IRB Sushi. Bring your beach chairs or blankets and
plan to spend the evening! Visit IRBHome.com for info.
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SUIte CArOlINe

A Young Belleair Talent
Over the last few
Who is your favorite female artist?
years, a new musical
Caroline: Miranda Lambert.
artist has been
Favorite other person’s song?
appearing in our
Caroline: ‘Hey Soul Sister’ by Train.
area, and she is only
Which song, that you wrote, is your favorite?
13 years old.
Caroline: That is a hard one. Probably, “Did You Have To
Caroline Kudelko, a
Pick Her”. I have two CDs and a third on the way. All the
7th grader at
songs are my babies. I like them all.
Clearwater’s St
When Caroline is not practicing or performing, she is a
Paul’s School, has
normal teenager and a good student. She is active at the
already recorded two
Belleair Rec Center playing volleyball, dodge ball and
CDs, and been on
soccer. A few years ago, she won the annual ‘Belleair
stage with some of
Idol’ competition. Now she is one of its judges.
music’s biggest
names. We recently
She says she does not have a boyfriend. Her 11 year old
interviewed her:
sister, Ellie, is the real athlete in the family. She lives with
her family in Belleair. Her father, Dr Paul Kudelko, is a
How did you get the name, Suite Caroline?
cardiologist at Morton Plant, and her mother, Marie, is a
Caroline: Well, my father always called me Sweet
full time homemaker and now Caroline’s manager.
Caroline after the Neil Diamond song. We modified that
to be suite, like a suite of music. It just stuck.
You can buy Suite Caroline’s music at Amazon.com and
iTunes. She will be playing the following nearby dates:
How long have you been performing, publicly?
October 2 - Coachman Park, part of the Offshore
Caroline: About four years.
Power Boat Race
Where was your first public performance?
October 7 - St Patrick’s Fun Fair
Caroline: Frenchy’s Rockaway, in 2007. I was ten.
October 23 - Frenchy’s Stone Crab Festival.
When did you start playing the guitar?
You can see more of her at www.suitecarolinemusic.com
Caroline: I started taking lessons at 8. My first guitar was
a $20 special we bought at Toys-R-Us.
How many guitars do you own?
Caroline: I have about seven.
What is your favorite kind of guitar?
Caroline: I like the Martin guitars the best. We sent the
Martin company an email after they heard me play, and
2010 PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
they agreed to sponsor me. I call my main guitar Paula,
thursday, october 14th
after my dad, Paul.
4:30pm
Gates Open
What is the largest crowd
5:00pm to 6:00pm
Jarred Armstrong
you’ve played in front of?
6:30pm to 8:00pm
Little Feat
Caroline: On July 31, I
8:30pm to 10:00pm Dr. John & The Lower 911
played the national anthem
at a Rays vs Yankees home
friday, october 15th
game. They said there were
4:00pm
Gates Open
35,000 people there. I
5:00pm to 6:30pm
The Organic Trio
practiced that song for two
7:00pm to 8:30pm
Kyle Wolverton
weeks. It was the second
9:00pm to 11:00pm Norman Brown's Storming Jazz
time I sang at a Rays game.
with Brenda Russell & Jessy J
Have you played with any
saturday,
october
16th
famous people?
2:00pm
Gates Open
Caroline: You could say I
2:30pm
to
4:00pm
O Som Do Jazz & Helios Jazz
sang with Sheryl Crow. I was
Orchestra
at her concert, in the front
4:30pm to 5:30pm
Sean Chambers & Friends
row, singing along with her,
6:00pm to 7:00pm
Level 10
and she noticed me. She
7:30pm
to
8:45pm
Tizer featuring Lao Tizer, Chieli
asked me if I knew all the
Minucci & Karen Briggs
words. Then she handed me
9:15pm
to
10:45pm
Soulive
the microphone. I also sang on the outside stage at the St
10:45pm
Fireworks
Pete Times Forum before a Carrie Underwood concert.
On Labor Day, I opened for the Jonas Brothers in
sunday, october 17th
Daytona Beach.
2:00pm
Gates Open
Have you performed anywhere else?
2:30pm to 3:30pm
REH/CJH Youth Jazz Band w/
Caroline: More than once, mother and I have traveled to
Eric Darius
Nashville to play at the ‘Bluebird Cafe’. It is a place
4:00pm to 5:30pm
Mark Barrios
country artists like to try out new music. There are always
6:00pm to 7:30pm
Eric Darius featuring Lalah
famous people in the audience. I met Reba McEntire after
Hathaway
one of my performances there.
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an eXplosive combination
By State Representative Jim Frishe, District 54
We are a nation of cell phone users. The
cell phone has become almost an
extension of our ears. There is much to be
said (both pro and con) regarding cell
phones and their usefulness. However, this
article is about a dangerous (life
threatening) use of cell phones.
Shell Oil Company recently issued a
warning after three incidents in which cell phones were
the cause of igniting fumes during fueling. In one case,
the phone was placed on the car’s trunk lid while the
driver was pumping gasoline into his automobile’s gas
tank. The phone rang and caused a fire destroying the
automobile as well as the gasoline pump.
In another instance, an individual answered an incoming
call while refueling their car. When the fumes ignited, the
person suffered facial severe burns. In a third instance,
an individual suffered burns to the thigh and groin area
when their cell phone (which was in their pocket) rang
and ignited fumes while they were pumping gasoline into
the automobile.
Mobile Phones CAN ignite fuel or fumes. Phones that
light up when switched on or when they ring, release
enough energy to provide a spark for ignition. Do not
have your cell phones turned on when you fueling your
car or even your lawn mower.
Cell phones should not be used (or should be turned off)
around flammable or explosive fumes or dust such as
solvents, chemicals, gases, grain dust, etc.
Four safety tips for refueling:
1. Turn off engine.
2. Don’t smoke.
3. Don’t’ use your cell phone – leave it inside the
vehicle or turn it off.
4. Don’t EVER re-enter your vehicle during fueling. If
you MUST get back in the car while the gas is pumping,
when you get out and close the door
TOUCH THE METAL, BEFORE you remove the gas
nozzle from the tank. This way, the static from your
body will be discharged before you remove the nozzle.
Please share this information with family and friends,
especially those who have children in the car while
pumping gas. If a fire were to happen with the children
in the car, there may not be time to get the children out.
Using a cell phone while refueling IS NOT WORTH THE RISK!

