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This home, called the McMullen log cabin, is featured at Heritage Village. It is representative of 1840s style home the McKays lived in.

The McKay’s, One Of Our fOunding faMilies
Travel south down Clear Water Harbour about four miles
from the bluff where old Fort Harrison once stood and
you will find the beginnings of Largo. The wide expanse
of a creek entering the bay comes into view with the
almost jungle-like background along the shoreline.
Today’s visitor can only imagine what the countryside
looked like in those days of scrub oak, pines and
palmettos in the mid-1800s, when only a few non-native
Americans had ever seen the area we now call Largo
The beginnings of Largo and its founding McKay family
can be traced back to the Treaty of Moultrie Creek
between the Seminoles and the United States following
the end of the first Seminole Indian War in 1820. The
treaty gave to the Seminoles a vast area of about four
million acres of land south of a line near present day
Ocala to a line even with the southern end of Tampa
Bay. The eastern and western boundaries purposely were
kept at least twenty miles inland on each coast to prevent
the Indians from having any contact with traders from
Cuba and the Bahamas. Fort Brook was built in 1824 at
the head of Tampa Bay where the Hillsborough River met
the Bay to insure the Indians stayed on the reservation,
or so the government hoped. Then, when Andrew
Jackson became President in 1829, one of his first
actions was to promote passage of the Indian Removal
Act, which passed Congress in 1830. Among other
things, the Act required the Seminoles to leave their lands
given to them under the Treaty of Moultrie and to be
relocated to a reservation in the Territory of Oklahoma.

The Seminoles’ Chief Osceola apparently considered the
Act’s eviction order a bit unfair, and indicated his
displeasure with the massacre of Major Dade’s federal
troops in 1835, which began the second Seminole Indian
War. During this war, Fort Brook was supplemented by
the building of Fort Harrison in what would become
present day Clearwater, just west along the water of
where Morton Plant Hospital is now located.
After the end of the Second Seminole Indian War in
1842, Congress sought to populate this area of Central
Florida preciously given to the Seminoles by enacting The
Florida Armed Occupation Act. The Act offered 160
acres of land to any head of a family who met three
conditions: (1) The land selected could not be within two
miles of a military post; (2) the settler must be able to
bear arms and live on the land for five years, and (3) the
settler must clear at least five acres and build a house.
Certain facts about Hillsborough County in 1843 are
known. A small settlement had built up around Fort
Brook, which would become present day Tampa. A few
other settlement outposts were located at Seffner, Fort
Lonesome and what would become Plant City. Other
than Count Philippe’s small plantation near present day
Safety Harbor, there were no roads, settlements, or other
sign of civilization in what is now Pinellas County.
Largo’s founding family consisted of three brothers
named McKay, the first of which, Alexander, came to
Florida from his native Mississippi in 1839. Records show
he purchased 200 acres of land near Tallahassee. In
1840 Alexander joined the Florida Militia where he was
stationed at Fort Brook in present day Tampa. That same
year Alexander’s brother, George moved from Mississippi
to join Alexander in the Florida Militia. In January 1843
Charles McKay, who had been living in Charleston,
South Carolina, sailed for Fort Brook via Key West to join
his brothers, Alexander and George.
continued on page 3
by Charles Harper, Historian
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George lemieux . . . . . . . . 202-224-3041
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www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
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rep Bill Young . . . . . . . . . . 727-394-6950
9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
www.house.gov/young

CiTy Of belleair bluffs
www.belleairbluffs.org
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MAYOr - Chris Arbutine, Sr
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2010/2011 cALeNdAr OF LOcAL eVeNTS
december:
Heritage Village Holiday Houses
1-30
Hanukkah Begins
2
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
2
Christmas Musical Event at The Plaza
2
Post Office / Toys for Tots
4
Miracle On Cleveland Street Clearwater 4
Largo’s Holiday Stoll Largo Central Park 4
Belleair Bluffs City Holiday Event
6
Belleair’s Holiday Tree Lighting
10
Island Estates Lighted Boat Parade
11
Indian Rocks Lighted Boat Parade
18
Public School Out for Holidays
20
Winter Begins
21
Christmas
25
New Years Eve
31
JANUArY 2011
New Years Day
Public School Starts
Little League Sign Up Begins

1
3
8

Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
Martin Luther King Day
Junk & Jewels Garage Sale
Heritage Village / Folk Festival (Sat)

13
17
22
29

FebrUArY
Super Bowl Sunday
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
Little League Opening Day
Valentine’s Day
President’s Day

6
10
12
14
21

mArcH
Belleair Classic Kids Fun Run
Belleair Classic 5K Run
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Antique Alley Spring Show
St Patrick’s Day
Great American Clean Up
Heritage Park National Quilting Day
Spring Begins

4
5
10
13
13
17
19
19
20
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fOunding faMily,

continued

The area we know today as Pinellas County was the western
portion of Hillsborough County prior to 1912, and soldiers
stationed at Fort Brook regularly hunted and fished in the
woods and coastal waters there, especially near Fort
Harrison. We can only speculate that it was on one of these
hunting trips that the McKay brothers first saw their future
home along this lush harbor coast.
On June 1, 1843 Charles and Alexander McKay each filed
applications for permits to settle 160 acres of land in West
Hillsborough County under the Florida Armed Occupation
Act, which were granted on the following June 21st. Brother
George McKay filed his application for permit on June 2,
1843, which was granted on July 7, 1843. Twenty-one other
applicants were granted 160 acre permits in that same time
period in West Hillsborough.
Fixing the exact location of the three McKay brothers’ was no
easy task. An early survey of Hillsborough County was
completed in 1843 but few markers were left. I called upon
the expertise of Jim McGee, a retired attorney with Florida
Power/Progress Energy with extensive experience in real
estate matters, including legal descriptions. Mr. Chester
Rowe, a registered Land Surveyor in Florida and
Pennsylvania was called upon to match 1843 data to present
survey data. These two gentlemen helped “unlock” 167 years
of history.
After decrypting the mid-1800s hand written scrawling, the
legal description in Charles McKay’s “permit application”
was found to read as follows:
Situated on Clear Water Harbour about four miles
south of Fort Harrison beginning at a large oak tree
marked with four blazes, and running south along
the shore of said Harbour half a mile, then east half
a mile, then north half a mile, then west to the place
of beginning. Given under my hand this first day of
June A.D. 1843, s/ Charles McKay.
Next, Brother Alexander McKay’s permit application used the
southwest corner of Charles’ land as the beginning point of
his one-half mile square legal description. Likewise Brother
George McKay’s permit application used the southwest
corner of his Brother Alexander’s land as his beginning point
for his legal description.
In other words, the three McKay brothers’ permit applications
collectively describe a strip of land about one-half wide that
runs southerly along the harbor coast for a mile and a half
from a point “about four miles south of Fort Harrison” in
present day Clearwater. The U. S. Coast Guard Station on
Sand Key, Clearwater, Florida (which is almost directly across
the bay from the original Fort Harrison) determined that the
distance from the bluff on the old fort to the present day
mouth of McKay Creek is exactly four miles. This almost
certainly means that the mile and a half coastal strip of land
described in the McKay brothers’ permit application ran
south of McKay Creek. The significance of this is that
heretofore the location of the McKay’s’ property has been
consistently been shown north of the creek in previous maps
of the area, beginning with one issued in 1864 and several
historical publications since that time. While this historical
revelation may be a small step for man, properly locating
Largo’s first family is clearly a giant step for all Largonians.
Very special thanks go out to Ms. Miriam Spalding, State of Florida,
Florida Archives. Mr. Bill Wallace, Clearwater Historical Society, The
United States Coast Guard Station at Sand Key, Clearwater, Florida,
Jim McGee; and Mr. Chester Rowe of the Largo Historical Society.
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Did You Know...
neighbOrly help A
group of about 30
people showed up in
Tom Tefft’s front yard
armed with shovels,
clippers and paint
rollers. They came
together to do a oneday clean-up and paint
job at 106 Harbor
Drive in Belleair Beach.
His next door neighbor,
Larry Leffler had been
planning it for nearly 4 months. Tom has a congenital
deformity on his left hand which makes yard work
difficult. Painting contractor Tony Rickards power washed
the house and Leffler filled the cracks before painting.
Volunteers, mostly friends of Leffler, came from Indian
Rocks Beach, Clearwater Beach and neighbors on the
street. “I was so surprised and want to thank everyone
who helped,” says owner Tom Tefft.
_________________________________________________
ClOThes TO Kids C2K is critically short of boys tennis
shoes sizes 12 to 13 and boys pants, sizes 6 to 16.
These items along with any other children’s clothing
donations can be dropped off between 9am and 5pm,
Monday - Friday at their Clearwater facility, 1059 N.
Huercules Avenue. Cash donations are also welcome.
See www.ClothesToKids.org for more information.
_________________________________________________
VOlunTeers needed Largo Medical Center and LMC
on Indian Rocks Road are looking for volunteers. If you
have a friendly smile, they will train you. You will be
rewarded by helping others, meeting new friends and
learning new skills. Call 727-588-5876 for information.
_________________________________________________
hOliday lighTs in The garden The Florida
Botanical Gardens Foundation, the group responsible for
the lights in the park at the Botanical Gardens, is
celebrating their 10th anniversary. This year’s festivities,
which began in November, continues until January 2 and
includes over 425,000 lights and hundreds of displays. The
event, with family-themed entertainers and food vendors,
has thousands of visitors each year. The suggested
donation is $2 per adult, 12 and under are free. They are
located at 12520 Ulmerton Road, across from the Indian
Rocks First Baptist Church. Vendors interested in
participating should call 582-2247.
_________________________________________________
VOlunTeer prOMOTed Melvin Manning of Belleair
Bluffs was recently elected to the coveted position of
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary District Seven
Captain West. Mel is currently serving in the capacity of
USCG Auxiliary Division 11 Commander which
encompasses the area from Madeira Beach to Hudson.
His associated Coast Guard Station is Sand Key.
___________________________________________________
wanT TO walK fOr eXerCise? Maureen Cancelino,
manager of Home Banc, wants you to join her, and
others from the neighborhood, to walk the bridge. Every
other Tuesday, they meet at her bank and head west
over the Belleair Beach Causeway Bridge. Then they
walk back. The walk takes about an hour and is just
over 3 miles, but includes the large hill in the middle of
the bridge, twice. To join in show up at 7am. Call
Maureen at 608-2720 for the next date.

BELLEAIR AREA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

and More...
ChrisTMas parTy
Kick off the holiday
season Friday,
December 10th at
7:00 pm with an
evening of Family Fun!
The free event,
sponsored by Belleair
Rec Department, gets
started with the arrival
of Santa by fire truck! Enjoy West Florida Dance Center
performers, cookie decorating, visits with Santa, bounce
house, and more! For the adults, a holiday concert with
internationally acclaimed singers, Giorgio Aristo and
Melody Kielisch, and world renowned concert pianist, Miss
Victoria will be held in Town Hall.
_________________________________________________
largO’s MarKeT reOpens Located at Ulmer Park,
301 West Bay Drive Largo’s Downtown Market is open
Thursdays from 9am to 2pm through April 28. This
outdoor market showcases homemade crafts, fresh
produce, baked goods and more. There is free parking.
_________________________________________________
TOys fOr TOTs The Post Office and the US Marine
Corp will collect toys on Saturday, December 4th while
delivering your mail. Leave a new, wrapped toy or gift by
your mail box that morning, and your mail carrier will
pick it up and help get it to people in need.
_________________________________________________
Tree lighTing The annual Belleair Bluffs’ Holiday tree
lighting program is scheduled for Monday, December 6.
The music will begin at 6pm with the Salvation Army
Band once again providing music while all gather at the
Community Center, 2747 Sunset Blvd. Residents are
asked to bring new, unwrapped toys, videos, books or
sporting goods appropriate for children from infants -16
_________________________________________________
MarKeT in The parK reTurns The fourth season of
Pinellas County Market in the Park opened in November
at Heritage Village, 11909 125th St. N. It will continue
every Saturday through April 16. The market offers
everything natural including cheese, nuts, spices, herbal
teas, coffee beans and bread. A variety of non-food items
will also be offered such as wood crafts, magnetic jewelry
and organic T-shirts, all with live entertainment.
_________________________________________________
sTudenTs help The
hOMeless Eighth grade
students from Saint Cecelia
Catholic School raised
money to help Pinellas Hope
help the homeless. The
students were asked to earn
funds at home, so that they
could purchase wood, nails,
and screws. With those
materials, under the
leadership of the 8th grade
teachers, the students,
parents and a skilled
carpenter built platforms to
be used for the tents that
would normally sit on the bare ground.
_________________________________________________
Our neXT issue is in february Read this issue, as
well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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frOM The desK Of sheriff JiM COaTs

Spanish for Deputies
This Fall the first graduating class of 15
deputy sheriffs successfully completed an
intense one-year Spanish for Law
Enforcement program. This innovative
program, possibly the only one of its
kind in the country, was designed to
better serve our growing Hispanic
community.
We found that in the course of their daily work, deputies
were regularly in contact with persons who speak only
Spanish. There is no doubt that a language barrier creates
difficulties in a law enforcement investigation. It became
important to find a way to bridge that gap.
Our Spanish for Law Enforcement program is already
yielding positive results on the streets, - allowing deputies
to successfully complete routine traffic stops, more
effectively respond to calls for service, conduct interviews,
take reports, effect arrests and assist Spanish speaking
persons with questions and concerns.
The initiative was launched in September of 2009 through
the Sheriff’s Office Training Division in partnership with
Pinellas Technical Education Centers, who provided the
instructor, Sandra Springer.
The program lasts a year, with 288 hours of class time,
and is tailor-made to take our deputies beyond everyday
Spanish ‘catch phrases’ to conversational fluency and
proficiency in reading the language.
The dedicated deputies in this first class attended two-hour
classes three times a week. That was in addition to their
regular shift hours at work and their responsibilities at
home. The first semester curriculum, which lasted 24
weeks, included the alphabet, numbers, phonetics, verb
tenses and conjugations. It would be best described as a
high school level Spanish 1 and 2.
During the second semester, the deputies tackled more
advanced scenario-based instruction and Spanish for
practical use on the job and in the community.
Since studying a new language is an on-going experience,
the graduating deputies will continue to develop the skills
they have acquired through a second phase of the
program. In year two, deputies will continue to meet once
a week for two hours to maintain proficiency. In addition,
the Training Division will coordinate volunteer/service
opportunities in community settings that will allow our
deputies to use the language and sharpen their skills.
Another outlet under consideration is the Pinellas County
Jail – where deputies will be able to use their language
skills to provide assistance to, and translations for, the nonEnglish speaking Hispanic population.
Spanish for Law Enforcement has continued with a new
group of 21 deputies. They enrolled in the session which
began in September and meet 3 times a week for two
hours. The program ends in June – like the regular school
year. The goal is to train 60-70 deputies in these classes.
We congratulate our graduating deputies and wish our
new class well. We also thank our partners at Pinellas
County Schools and the members of our Training Division
who have made this effort possible. The Sheriff’s Pinellas
County Office will continuously strive to equip our deputies
with the skills and tools necessary to better serve all who
visit and live in Pinellas County.
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help yOur prOperTy shine aT nighT

by Ivy Slotnick, Wired Island Inc.
West Florida and our coastal towns are known for miles
upon miles of soft, sandy beaches, warm, azure waters,
dockside activities and sunshine year-round. But how can
you keep these features alive after the sun goes down?
An underutilized
method is a
professionally
installed lighting
system that
illuminates your
home’s exterior,
its architectural
features,
walkways,
landscape
foliage, palm trees, lanai, outdoor decks, pool, spas,
intracoastal waters and fountains. Many objectives are
accomplished with a properly designed and installed
outdoor lighting system including: Safety – Security – Beauty
– Nighttime Usability – Energy Efficiency.
Safety: Outdoor landscape lighting not only beautifies, it
allows safe passage throughout your property. Properly lit
pathways, driveways, stairs, decks, docks, and patios help
prevent falls and ensures a safe, enjoyable experience.
Security: Most homeowners keep a light on in a window to
show potential intruders that somebody’s home but true
security is enhanced by effective lighting surrounding your
home. Today’s landscape lighting can be connected to
special astronomical timers or via a home automation
system that will enable you to relax and know that your

lights are coming on based on local sunsets or your
established lighting schedule.
Beauty: One of the most compelling reasons for landscape
lighting is to beautify your outdoor areas by adding mood,
drama and curb appeal. Techniques used by lighting
designers include up lighting, down lighting, back lighting,
features lighting, bounce lighting and underwater lighting.
Correct use of light will selectively reveal beauty already
existing on your property, and dramatically accentuate your
home and landscape. Florida’s year-round foliage and
palms come alive at night with the proper use of lights.
Nighttime Usability: Lighting will also extend the usable
square footage of your home by expanding your living
space into the outdoors creating new areas for relaxing,
entertaining, even watching TV under the stars. With the use
of light you can create a nighttime putting green,
meditation zone, reading area... opportunities are endless.
Energy Efficiency: Today’s outdoor lighting can be
accomplished utilizing energy saving LED lighting fixtures
and/or low voltage fixtures. Benefits of installing the newer
lighting technologies include freedom from upkeep and
maintenance since Leds have extremely long life and cooler
installations since these fixtures do not generate the extreme
heat of the older high voltage systems. Energy savings of up
to 75-90% can be realized with a professionally installed
LED lighting system.
So, when decorating your home, don’t forget the areas
outside your home! Use the power of light to make your
outdoors your “other” living room.
Wired Island is located at
12551 Indian Rocks Road, Ste.9,
Largo, 596-6030
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There is Treasure near belleair bluffs

There is a piece of the Atocha’s bounty right here in
Pinellas, at the Silver Queen store. It is not just the usual
gold and silver coins made into necklaces; there are
actual silver bars on display. For those that are not aware
of the Atocha, here is a little of its history.
In the mid 1500s, about 50 or 60 years after Columbus
discovered the New World, Spain began creating
settlement colonies in Central and South America, whose
purpose was to collect the riches of the newly discovered
land. Spain would send shipping fleets to the settlements
to bring back their silver, gold, copper, tobacco, gems,
jewels, indigo and agricultural products. The ships used
the island of Cuba as a central shipping point, and upon
arriving in the Caribbean, where the ships would split up
and go to different ports.
On March 23, 1622, two fleets with 28 ships and 82 men
left Spain. The galleons were their gun boats and the lead
ship was known as the “capitana.” The cargo carrier,
called an “amaranth”, was the ship in the back. In this
fleet, the amaranth was a 110 foot galleon called the
Nuestra Senora de Atocha which translates to “Our Lady
of Atocha.” Atocha was a Madrid parish.
The trip had been scheduled to avoid hurricane season,
but complications caused the Atocha, loaded with gold
and treasures collected on its journey, to rendezvous with
the fleet in Havana several weeks late. This caused the
large fleet to leave Cuba for its return trip to Spain on
September 4th, six weeks behind schedule. Two days after
they left, a severe hurricane formed. To avoid it, the ships
sailed towards what is now Key West. Two cargo ships,
the Atocha and the Santa Margarita entered the Gulf of
Mexico between Key West and the Dry Tortugas, and sank
during the storm. There were only 5 survivors, three
sailors and two slaves. Losing the two boats was a huge
blow for the Spain, as they planned to use the treasures
to finance their “Thirty Year War”.
The Margarita sank in shallow water, but the Atocha hit a
reef and sank 55 feet to the bottom. At first, the Atocha’s
tall mast was still visible, so the Spanish quickly tried to
salvage what they could. But there was no scuba gear at
that time, so the men had to free dive. Most of the gold
and silver was locked in rooms, so salvage was close to
impossible. When another hurricane came through the
next month, the wreck was completely destroyed.
The Spanish spent several years salvaging the treasure on
the Margarita, using Indian slaves. As a result, they
recovered almost half of the items listed on the manifest.
Many times though, the ships carried pieces that were

never officially registered on the manifest, so there was
valuable treasure that was never recovered. The Spanish
never located the Atocha wreck again.
In the 1960s, with newly improved Scuba equipment
available, people had a renewed interest in finding the
gold and silver Spain had lost during the colonial years.
Key West’s Mel Fisher became involved in the treasure
search. His company Treasure Salvors searched 16 year
before in 1980 they found the Santa Margarita. They
found the unsalvaged Atocha wreck and its mother lode
of silver, gold and emeralds five years later.
The salvaged coins, both gold and silver, were minted
between 1598 and 1662. Coins were the easiest way to
transport the gold and silver, so many of them had been
made in the Caribbean while preparing to return to
Spain. Most of the coins had been either rare or unknown
prior to the Atocha discovery.
After the discovery, the United States government claimed
title to the wreck and the State of Florida seized many of
the items Fisher had recovered from his expeditions. After
eight years of litigation, the US Supreme Court ruled in
favor of Fisher, and the treasure was returned.
Today, a museum in Key West celebrates Mel Fisher’s
expeditions and our treasure trading history. Many of the
recovered gold and silver bars and coins are now for sale
around the country. Art and Pat Arbutine, owners of The
Silver Queen, recently acquired two large silver bricks
from the Atocha. Each weighs about 70 pounds. They
also have many Atochia coins.
“Silver has really gone up over the past few years,” says
Art. “It is selling for $27 per ounce these days,” meaning
each bar is worth about $30,000. He bought a part of
the treasure from an investor and other private owners.
He also acquired many of the coins that had been made
into jewelry.
“Mel Fisher used to sell these coins for as much as $1400
when you could buy them elsewhere for $400 dollars,”
Art says. “Mel used to say you were buying history, not
just silver. Today, we are selling both, at a lower price.”
The Silver Queen opened in 1973 as Belleair Coins. His
wife, Pat, had an interest in selling silverware. Today they
are known as The Silver Queen and are recognized as
the largest sterling silver matching service in America.
They also trade in gold and silver.
The Silver Queen is located at 1350 West Bay in Largo.
Their son and co-owner is Chris Arbutine, Mayor of
Belleair Bluffs.
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Organizational News...
belleair garden Club meets at 903 Ponce de Leon
Blvd. in the Town of Belleair. December 1st is a Pot Luck
Luncheon at 11am. Please wear your holiday attire.
December 8th’s meeting, the Holiday Wreath Workshop,
begins at 9:30am. There is a fee of $20 for materials.
January 5th Jeanne Houlton will be speaking about
Ikebana Flower arranging beginning at 1pm. Peter
Krulder will speak on wildlife and plants on Honeymoon
Island January 12th at 9:30am. Membership is $50 per
year. Call Barbara Chapman at 581-8929 for info.
belleair beaCh ladies lunCheOn Club Meets
the second Tuesday each month, Oct. to May. December
9th at 11:30am, the meeting will be at the Carlouel Yacht
Club, North Clearwater Beach; lunch is $28. 11:30am
January 11th they will meet at Middle Grounds Grill in
Treasure Island. The meal is $25. Mojito Tastings are $4
each. Membership, $15 a year, is open to area residents.
Call Barbara Chapman at 581-8929.
belleair bridge Club plays twice a week in the City
Hall Auditorium. It is coordinated by the Belleair
Recreation Center. Call Betty Grandoff at 669- 5283.
belleair wOMen's republiCan Club meets on the
first Friday of the month for lunch at the Belleair Country
Club, at 11:45am and issue related speakers. December
3 is their Annual Holiday Celebration. On January 7 the
speaker is Leslie Waters, Vice-Mayor of Seminole. She will
speak on teaching democracy around the world and in
3rd world counties. She has recently been to South East
Asia, parts of Africa and the Middle East Cost is $21 for
lunch. RSVP to Corrine Schlising, 724-3242.
BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com.
belleair beaCh island garden Club meets the
third Wednesday of each month (Oct. through April) on
the second floor of Belleair Beach’s Community Center at
10:30am. Membership is $20 per year and guests are
welcome. Contact Jan Rives, 644-7191
belleair seniOr sOCial Club They have many
events planned including concerts, shows, day trips,
breakfast meetings and pot luck dinners. They meet at
9am Tuesday mornings inside Panera Bread, for coffee
and socializing. They visit different restaurants Sunday
evenings at 6pm. Membership is open to Belleair area
seniors 60 and over. Call 518-3728 for information.
belleair CiViC assOCiaTiOn is co-sponsoring and
helping with all aspects of the City’s Holiday Party and
Tree Lighting on December 10th. If you want to help or
get involved, call Sandy Tuten at 581-7314 or Sherrie
Morton at 581-8313
belleair area rOTary held their Country Club Yard
Sale in November and raised over $2,000. They also held
a six hour car wash at the Fifth Third Bank on N. Indian
Rocks Rd. “The event was a great success,” says Vicki
Morgan, Rotary President. “We made money and we had
a great time doing it.” Proceeds benefit their many
charities, including Belleair Elementary. They meet at
12:15pm, every Thursday, at the Belleair Country Club.
The third Thursday of every month is the general assembly
and Board meeting. For information, call Vicki Morgan,
President at 251-8277 or Ed Shaughnessy at 461-7171.
liTTle league: Sign up begins in January. West Pinellas
Little League (Belleair Beach and Belleair Blluffs) call Mike
Kelly at 735-4574. Clearwater Little League (Town of
Belleair) call 813-486-4430. Largo residents 584-5505.
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largO’s upCOMing eVenTs
deCeMber
2, 9, 16, 30, - Largo's Downtown Market - Ulmer Park
2 - Adult & Senior Talent Show - Largo Community Ctr
4 - Holiday Tree Lighting and Stroll -Largo Central Park
4 - Santas Holiday Revue - Largo Community Ctr
4 & 5 - Train Weekend - Largo Central Park
10 - The Annie Moses Band This Glorious Christmas Largo Community Ctr
11 - Palms and Poinsettias Holiday Market - Ulmer Park
11 - Story Time with Mrs. Claus - Southwest Rec
Complex
12 - A Big Band Christmas/10 Oclock Swing Band Largo Community Ctr
17 - A Classical Christmas with Arioso - Largo Community Ctr
17 & 18 - Breakfast with Santa - Highland Rec Complex
18 & 19 - The Nutcracker - Largo Community Ctr
January
6, 13, 20, 27 - Largo's Downtown Market - Ulmer Park
2 - Elvis Birthday Bash - Largo Cultural Center
7 - Todd Olivers Dogs Gone Wild Tour - Largo
Cultural Ctr
8 - Rapunzel - Largo Cultural Ctr
16 - The Classics IV - Largo Cultural Ctr
15 - Martin Luther King Day of Good Deeds - Ulmer Park
21 - Spencers Theatre of Illusion - Largo Cultural Ctr
22 - Diva Nation... Where Music, Laughter and
Girlfriends Reign - Largo Cultural Ctr
22 - Touch-a-Truck and Florida Clown Day Largo Central Park
23 - Lets Hang On! - Largo Cultural Ctr
29 - Jane Monheit - Largo Cultural Center)

lasT MinuTe ChrisTM
aaa TraVel
Get ready for the
holidays with AAA Belleair’s Big
Semi-Annual Luggage Sale! Now
through December 23rd, they have
a huge selection of top brands and
models. Get a Free $25 Car
Organizer Set when you buy $50
or more in luggage or travel
accessories, limit one per qualifying
order. It pays to be a AAA member!
They have special membership
prices, plus members earn 5% of
their order in AAA dollars towards
your membership renewal. Located
in The Plaza, 100 Indian Rocks
Road North. Phone 584-7678

bOnefish grill
Give the gift everyone wants this
Christmas - a gift card from Bonefish
Grill. If you purchase $100 worth, they
will give you another $20 Bonus Card.
Plus, they will donate a portion of the
money to a charity of your choice and
they will enter you in their contest to win
$5,000. By your gift cards anytime after
2pm. Located at 2939 West Bay Drive.
Phone 518-1230.

bella VinO wines
They have the Perfect Holiday
Gift - Premium Italian
Panettone an Imported
Specialty Dessert Bread. It is
Delicious! Or try one of their
Gourmet Gift Baskets. Of
course they also have a great
selection of Wine and
Champagne, Artisan Cheese
Platters, Mike’s Pies, Wine
Accessories and even Gift
Cards. When you are
finished shopping, have a
glass of wine at their cozy
wine bar. Owners Brian and Cheryl Franzese wish you
a safe and happy Holiday Season. Located in The
Plaza, 100 Indian Rocks Rd. N. Phone 584-5552.

belleair
OpTiCians
Give Sunglasses For The
Holidays! They carry Proda,
Chanel, Oakley, Maui Jim
and more. Can’t decide
which pair? They have Gift
Certificates for that! They
are located in The Plaza,
100 Indian Rocks Rd. N.
Phone 584-0730

design wiTh
draMa &
slipCOVer, eTC.
Fireplaces are available for
Christmas. Clean and green because
they burn ethanol, they can be
installed anywhere in your home in
just a few minutes and need no
venting. They produce enough
ambiance to warm any room.
Compliment your home with an area
rug, pillows, lamps or maybe even
an incredibly perfect custom chair or
sofa from the Design with Drama
Showroom. Gift certificates are also
available for any of their beautiful
selections, for slipcovers and
upholstery from Slipcovers, Etc. Located in The Plaza, 100
Indian Rocks Rd. N. Phone 587-0900

e&e sTaKeOuT

billy The Tree

This ancient Roman Glass Ring is
handmade with solid .925 textured
sterling silver. The center stone,
which is ancient Roman glass,
measures 12.5 mm. The ring is
an extraordinary piece. The
glass, over 2,000 years old, was
recovered from the Holy Land. It
truly is wearable history.
Throughout the Christmas season
they will be featuring this ring,
complete with a certificate of
authenticity, at the very special
price of $99.95. There are
limited quantities in stock, so please do not wait until
December 24th. They are located at 2617 Jewel Road,
behind the Belleair Food Mart. Phone 581-1848

A gift certificate from one of
Belleair Bluff’s best restaurants, is
always a welcome gift. They come
in increments of $25. Just drop by
the restaurant and the hostess
can help you. They are open for
lunch and dinner. Located in The
Plaza, 100 Indian Rocks Rd. N.
Phone 585-6399

inCredible edibles

They offer the perfect gift for
everyone including baskets filled
with delicious gourmet
chocolates, and tasty delicacies.
Visit their shop or peruse their
website at www.EdibleGifts.net to
view this year’s Christmas and
Hanukkah selections, filled with
yummy treats. They deliver or will
ship nationwide. Stop by for a
FREE Sample. They are located at
2969 West Bay Drive, next to
Bonefish Grill. Phone 441-2010.

Mas ideas frOM The bluffs

t

le bOuChOn
resTauranT

surf n Turf
Learn to cook like the best, with The
Recipes of the Best Beach
Restaurants cookbook. It is the
perfect gift about your community.
This hard bound book with recipes
and histories of 40 of the Pinellas
beaches best restaurants sells for
$20. See a sample at
BestBeachRestaurants.com, then
come to Surf N Turf to get your copy.
They have all your holiday party
needs, including champagne for
New Years Eve. Located at 2900
West Bay Drive, next to
Panera Bread. Phone
585-8781

A French Dinner; What a great
gift idea! Le Bouchon has gift
certificates in any size. Dinner
for two with wine is normally
about $70. Give a gift with
international appeal. They are
open for lunch and dinner.
Now accepting reservations for
New Years Eve. Located at 796
Indian Rocks Rd. N. 585-9777

radianCe Medspa
Give the Gift of Beauty this
Holiday Season with a gift
certificate from Radiance
Medspa. Gift certificates are
great for men and women, and
are available in any
denomination. Use them for
Laser Hair Removal, Facial
Peels, Thermage, Skin
Tightening Treatments, BOTOX,
Juvederm and Fraxel Laser
Resurfacing. They have just
what the doctor ordered. Get a
Free Gift when you purchase a
gift card of $100 or more through December 31st.
Located at 2894 West Bay Drive, next to Surf N Turf.
Phone 518-7100.

rOberT yOung
Jewelers
This hand-forged chain designed
by Robert Young of Belleair Bluffs
is a fashionable large linked
chain made from almost 3
ounces of 18K Royal yellow gold.
The long 44 inch length allows
for circling around the neck twice
for a more chunky short look. It
has a detachable bracelet length
and can be worn as a belt.
$6499 Located at 250 Indian
Rocks Rd. N.. Phone 584-1110.

rOCK n sOul
Rock your friends and
family with a gift from
Rock & Soul Clothing.
They have designer lines
for both men and
women. Men’s fashions
including Robert
Graham, Tori Richards
and Nat Nast. Women’s
lines including Black
Halo, Analili, Linda
Siegal and Ali Ro plus too many others to mention. Don’t
know their size? Ask for
a Rock & Soul Gift Certificate
and rock their Christmas.
Located at 2957 West Bay Dr.,
next to Bonefish Grill.
Phone 585-3438.

The flying needles
Stop by The
Flying Needles
and see their
beautiful selection
of knitting yarns
and patterns for
the knitter on
your list. Featured
here is a Victorian
caplet made with
baby alpaca yarn.
They offer lessons
for the beginner. Also available is a large selection
of hand painted needlepoint canvases. Starting
December 7, they will be open Tuesday nights until
8pm. Located at 2923 West Bay Drive, next to
Bonefish Grill. Phone 581-8691.

wrighT
denTal
Care
Give the gift
of a beautiful
smile. The
Sonicare
FlexCare+
900+ Series
including
brush head
sanitizer retails
for a price of
$189. They sell it for $135. They also offer
Gift Certificates for dental care and
products. Drs. Elizabeth and Scott Wright,
DMD, wish you and your family a Merry
Christmas. Located at
2938 West Bay
Drive. Phone
584-5548.
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a COMprehensiVe fiTness prOgraM
Your Best Bet!
by Mark Anderson
Much has been
written about the best
way to go about
losing unwanted
pounds and
embarking on a
healthy lifestyle. Some swear by this diet or that –
vegetarian, low carbohydrate, Mediterranean, organic,
soup diets, high-protein diets, blah, blah, blah!! The list is
endless, and confusing! There are those with the opinion
that it doesn’t really matter what you eat, as long as you
run it off. Fitness Together follows a comprehensive, well
thought out program that takes both theories into account
plus other important elements, as well.
Let’s call it The Holy Trinity of Fitness – diet, resistance
training and cardio. First, let’s look at diet. You may have
special dietary requirements because of conditions you’re
dealing with, such as diabetes or high cholesterol. If so,
you need to heed your physician’s advice. But beyond that,
the facts are undeniable: the only way you can lose weight
is to take in fewer calories than you burn. Not rocket
science, folks! Just the facts! Which calories you take in can
vary, but for the best overall health results, be sure to
include plenty of fruits and vegetables, fish and lean meats
(if you’re not a vegetarian), and steer away from fried and
high-fat foods. If you are a vegetarian, be sure to choose
foods that will provide the protein your body needs.
Resistance training builds muscle, which is important for a
couple of reasons. First, muscle is “metabolically active”
tissue, meaning it burns calories – and that’s going to help
you reach your weight loss goals. Many people don’t
realize muscle weighs more than fat. What?! Then why
favor muscle over fat, aren’t I trying to lose weight? Ah,
yes, you are! But you want to lose inches and a pound of
muscle will take up much less space than a pound of fat.
This is why sometimes you may not lose weight, and yet
your belt is a notch or two tighter. This is also why you
should put your scale away – but that’s fodder for another
article! Finally, resistance training is one of the best ways to
combat osteopenia and osteoporosis. In fact, resistance
training can actually effectively rebuild lost bone mass.
The last element of The Holy Trinity of Fitness is cardio
training. Almost any form of exercise that elevates your
heart rate for 30 minutes, three times a week, will be
effective. If you enjoy running, that is a great one. If
running is not for you brisk walking can be effective, or
bike-riding, or time on the elliptical. Stop-start activities,
like tennis, have benefits, but are less effective cardio
training than an activity that continually keeps the heart
rate up. Whatever activity you choose, switch it up. Why?
As you repeat an activity, your body becomes efficient at
supporting that activity. You aren’t looking for efficiency,
because efficiency, as it applies to cardio work, translates
to burning fewer calories. Not what you want!
Despite the diets dejour and sure-fire weight loss pills and
plans, the truth is – physical fitness is work. But that doesn’t
mean it can’t be fun, and it is certainly its own reward.
Fitness Together will support you with careful attention to
detail and motivating encouragement through all three
elements of The Holy Trinity of Fitness!! If getting in the best
shape of your life is something that interests you call them
at 727-501-0535 or visit them at 2917 West Bay, to see
how their private one on one training can be of help.
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hOlidays aT ChurCh Of The isles
Church of the
Isles, United
Church of Christ,
announces two
holiday events to
get you into the
spirit of
Christmas.
SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 4,
9AM - 2PM
Christmas Festival
on the Isles
features
homemade
crafts, gently used Christmas items, gift baskets, baked
goods, table full of cookies, kids corner, carol singing,
and a delicious lunch (11:30-1:30).
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 4PM – Sing-a-long MESSIAH
featuring professional soloists, with all attendees singing
the wonderful choral selections. There is no admission
fee and you will be provided with a score. Help them
start a new tradition here on the Isles.
Please join them for these festive events at the church,
located at 200 24th Ave., Indian Rocks Beach. For more
information call 727-595-1038, or view their web site at
www.churchoftheisles.org, or email cotisles3@verizon.net.
Christmas Eve Services - Friday, December 24th
5:00 – Family Service 7:00 – Carols & Candlelight
11:00 – Communion & Candlelight

TiMe TO ThinK TaXes!
by Deb Hilleary - Home Income Tax Service
With all this beautiful weather we’ve been having, it sure
doesn’t feel like December! Aside from the holiday
activity and re-connecting with our northern friends,
there’s one more important item to consider: preparing
for tax season. I can hear you now: “Bah humbug!”
There’s a lot of uncertainty in the tax planning arena
these days and a two-year tax planning strategy is
recommended. It’s a good idea to know your income
status, organize your receipts and be prepared to act
before year-end. If you are a business owner, conduct a
year-end review to determine if there are expenses you
can incur and deduct from your income in 2010. If you
need capital investments for your business, review the
new guidelines for Section 179 to get additional
deductions for fixed asset purchases prior to December
31, 2010. If you itemize deductions, plan and prepare to
pay for those items before December 31st, including
property taxes. You may want to wait until the last
possible minute before making these payments, to
determine if the tax rules for 2011 become more
definitive. The 2011 tax code is a moving target so keep
your eye on the ball and meet with a qualified tax
planner, especially if you expect your income status to
change in the next one to two years.
Deb Hilleary is an accountant and tax professional with
Home Income Tax Service, Inc. in Belleair Bluffs. Home
Income Tax Service, Inc. provides professional
accounting and tax preparation services for individuals,
small businesses, estates and trusts. Call them at 727415-5556.
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LOOKING TO CHANGE YOUR
MEDICARE COVERAGE?
it’s not too late! changes can
be made until december 31st.
let me help you.

I am an Independent Agent offering many
options and plans.
I can cut your health care cost $200-$700
a month. Individual and Group. Medicare
plans available.

LINDA BULLERMAN, CLTC 727-501-1444
Independent Insurance Agent

Business Briefs...
sCOTT Cleaners
has been under new
ownership and
management for over
a year. They have
improved several
things in their
operation, and
Manager Kabe
Gabro wants you to
give them another try.
They now have a free
pick up and delivery
service and will give new customers $10 off their first
order. To get the details, give them a call at 584-8382
_________________________________________________
award winning builder Magazine “Professional
Remodeler” named TriplePoint Design Build a 2010
Market Leader in the Tampa Bay area, for the fourth year
in a row. The Market Leaders program recognizes the
top five remodeling firms in 20 of the country’s top
markets. TriplePoint Design Build is an award winning,
full service Design / Build Construction Firm based in the
south Pinellas County area. www.TriplePointDB.com
_________________________________________________
slipCOVers eTC. Jeanne and Warren Waldow moved
their business down the street to The Plaza. Slipcovers Etc
is now at 100 Indian Rocks Road, Suite J. This nice new
space has lots of room to show off all their interior
decorating style and inventory. Call them at 587-0900.
_________________________________________________
safari If you have always
wanted to go to Africa, AAA
Travel is offering an
Exclusive Custom Safari to
Kenya & Tanzania hosted by
Craig Pugh, Executive
Director & CEO of Lowry
Park Zoo. Craig lived in
Africa while attending
college. He is passionate
and knowledgeable about
African wildlife, local
communities, and worldwide
conservation programs. For
more information, or to book this very special trip, call
AAA Belleair Travel at 584-7678.
_________________________________________________
TaX serViCes Deb Hilleary opened a new tax
preparation business called Home Income Tax Service in
Belleair Bluffs. As the name implies she will come to you.
But, if you want to go to her, you will find her at 261
Indian Rocks Road, in the little building behind
Downstate Securities. It is almost that time of year, so call
her soon at 586-7312.
_________________________________________________
MediCare seMinar Linda Bullerman, a Largo
independent insurance agent, is hosting a seminar on
changes to Medicare. The event will be December 8, at
the Largo Community Center, 65 Fourth Street NW. The
seminar is free and for educational purposes only. Call
Linda at 501-1444 to RSVP.
_________________________________________________
ClOsed
Paige’s Club House - Paige Holloway closed her dress
shop at 404 Indian Rocks Rd.
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area hOliday eVenTs
TREES AND TRADITIONS HOUSES FOR THE HOLIDAYS
December 1 through 30
A festive display of trees and home in period
decorations at Heritage Village,11909 125th Street
North Largo 582-2123.
HOLIDAY LIGHTS IN THE GARDEN
Now through January 2nd.
12520 Ulmerton Road, 582-2247.
THE PLAZA 100’s
MUSICAL HOLIDAY
EVENT
December 2nd,
Thursday evening
6 - 8pm. Join them
for music,
refreshments and a
Marine Life Art
Show. The shops will
be open during the
evening.
TOYS FOR TOTS POSTAL TOY DRIVE
December 4
The US Postal Workers will be collecting toys left by your
mailbox for needy children.
MIRACLE ON CLEVELAND STREET
December 4 , 5pm to 8pm, Downtown Clearwater
Free, the evening will feature carolers, vendors and
downtown business specials.
LARGO’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY STROLL
December 4th, 5 - 9pm
Over a million lights and entertainment will fill Largo
Central Park.
BELLEAIR BLUFF’S CITY HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING
December 6th, Monday evening 6pm
Residents are asked to bring new, unwrapped toys.
BOLEY CENTER’S JINGLE BELL RUN
December 8th, 6 - 10pm
Held along the St. Petersburg Pier and area roadways
along the waterfront.
TOWN OF BELLEAIR’S
HOLIDAY PARTY
December 10th, 7pm
Sponsored by the Belleair
Recreation Department.
ISLAND ESTATES LIGHTED
BOAT PARADE
December 11th, Saturday
evening 6:30pm. View it from Coachman Park.
HOUSES FOR THE HOLIDAYS
December 11th
Heritage Village’s open house from 10am to 5:30pm
with refreshments.
GIFT AND PLANT SALE
December 12th, Florida Botanical Gardens
IRB LIGHTED BOAT PARADE
December 18th, 7pm, Indian Rocks Beach
View it from the Holiday Inn Harborside.
INDIAN SHORES / REDINGTON’S LIGHTED BOAT
PARADE
December 19th, 6pm
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Restaurant News
bread fOr The needy
Ever wonder what happens
to Panera Bread’s unsold
bread and pastries ? Each
day, the Panera Bread
bakery-cafe in Belleair
Bluffs has a variety of
unsold baked goods. The
store donates all of it to
nearby food banks,
schools and a rotating list
of charities. The list includes: Belleair Elementary School,
the Florida Assertive Community Treatment Program,
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Restart Inc., Bayside High
School, St. Patrick's Catholic Mission and the Clearwater
Free Clinic. Groups interested in getting on Panera Bread’s
list of food charities should call Lauren at 518-8900
___________________________________________________
breaKfasT is serVed Westshore Pizza is now offering
breakfast. Their complete menu includes eggs, bacon,
sausage, pancakes, home fries, hash browns and even
grits. They offer fresh made to order breakfast sandwiches
and omelets. Get a free coffee with purchase of a
breakfast sandwich or a free orange juice with any
breakfast item with their ad in this newsletter. Stop by
2955
West Bay Drive, next to Bonefish Grill.
_________________________________________________
bOnefish grill gifT Cards Give the gift everyone
wants this Christmas - a gift card to Bonefish Grill. If you
purchase $100 worth, you will receive a $20 Bonus Gift
Card, to use as a gift, or even keep for yourself. When
you purchase, they will donate money to a charity of
your choice and enter your name in their $5,000
contest. See Manager for details or call 518-1230.
___________________________________________________
nO MOre lunCh Cody’s discontinued their Friday
lunch, as previously mentioned in this newsletter.
__________________________
On The rOCKs Opens
Formerly known as My Place,
On the Rocks opened October
6th with a VIP party. The
restaurant looks similar, but
they upgraded the menu and
are bringing in more music.
The new owners, pictured here
are (right to left) Darrell Heard,
Allan Crawford and Gary
Adkinson (not pictured is Lathan Adkinson). The restaurant
is located at 213 Gulf Blvd. Indian Rocks Beach
_________________________________________________
beef-O-brady’s COMing sOOn! Beef-O-Brady’s
will be opening on Walsingham Rd., near the new WalMart Neighborhood store, next to the Chinese
restaurant. No date is announced yet.
___________________________________________________
TiMe TO MaKe new year’s eVe plans Clearwater’s
La Cachette is taking reservations for their Gala New
Year’s Eve celebration, including dinner, dancing and wine
tasting. Dress is costume or formal. It is limited to 50
couples. Call 596-5439.
___________________________________________________
MaKO’s TO Open sOOn A new bar is opening in
the Largo building that used to be Sassy’s Bar. They plan
to call it Mako’s. Plans are for it to be a non-smoking
lounge, with music, dancing and lots of TVs. They hope
to open soon.
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deCK The paws This hOliday seasOn!
by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
When thoughts turn to gift giving this
holiday season, more than a few lists will
include a new puppy or kitten. Either the
recipient will ask for a new four-legged
friend to play with, or a beloved family
member or friend will want to surprise a
recipient with the gift of loyalty and
unconditional love only a pet can bring.
While the gift of a new pet can bring joy and happiness,
it is also a major responsibility for the pet owners. Will the
pet be a good match for the family? How about the pet’s
eventual size or activity level? Are there any allergies to
be concerned about? Do the potential owners own their
home, or are they renting where leases may restrict the
size and type of pet that can be owned? These and other
issues need to be considered to ensure the best match
between pet and owners.
Pinellas County Animal Services is continuing its tradition
of offering pet adoption gift certificates. The program has
successfully matched pets and owners during recent
holiday seasons, and is very simple – simply pick a
certificate up for the cost of an adoption at Pinellas
County Animal Services, located at 12450 Ulmerton Road
in Largo. From there, many gift givers choose to wrap the
certificate with a pet food dish, water bowl or leash – a
hint at what’s to come.
By purchasing a pet adoption gift certificate, you are not
only giving the gift of a new pet, but giving the gift of
time for the potential owners to choose the right pet for
their situation. Recipients can wait until after the hectic
holiday season, when the decorations are put away and

the boisterous holiday party season draws to a close, to
go to the adoption center to find their new friend. This
allows everyone the opportunity to get to know each other
with a lot less stress.
Remember all of the pets at Pinellas County Animal
Services are selected for their friendly personalities, have
all the necessary shots and are spayed or neutered. By
ensuring these important steps are taken in advance, the
staff at Animal Services is helping to check the spread of
diseases such as rabies, prevent the tragedy of pet
overpopulation and save new owners the time and
expense of having these services done.
As we go into the holiday season, it’s also a good time to
review some precautions to keep pets safe:
• Many holiday plants can lead to health problems in
dogs and cats. Among the plants to keep out of reach are
holly, mistletoe, poinsettias and lilies.
• The extra cords and plugs of holiday lights and other
fixtures can look like chew toys to pets. Tape down or
cover cords to avoid shocks, burns or other serious
injuries. Unplug lights when you are not home.
• Dinner times during the holidays can be hectic and
confusing, with new smells and unfamiliar dinner guests.
Plan a separate area for your pets during these times.
• At the end of parties, remove and dump any remaining
alcoholic beverages so they don’t tempt pets.
• Holiday tinsel can be a danger to pets if they eat it.
Keep it and other ornaments out of reach of pets.
• Reduce your pet’s stress by keeping feeding and
exercise on a regular schedule.
For more information about Pinellas County Animal
Services, visit www.pinellascounty.org/animalservices or call
(727) 582-2600.
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CiTy gOVernMenT news
belleair bluffs
NEW FIRE STATION The land for the new Belleair Bluffs
fire station is still unsecured. In November, the Largo City
Council said the site, located one mile south of West Bay,
next to Largo Medical Center, is still their first choice, based
on response times. The station will replace two stations,
including the one in Belleair Bluffs. “The property itself is a
great location,”said Fire Chief Michael Wallace.
NO BAIT - Due to a lack of funds, the County canceled
plans to rebuild a permanent bait/snack shop on the
Belleair Causeway. They put it under in the City of Belleair
Bluffs domain. The new proposal included a nonpermanent trailer structure on wheels. “Variances required
for construction would most likely not be approved by the
city’s Board of Adjustments,” says Thomas Trask, city
attorney. Mayor Chris Arbutine believes the county should
have followed through and built a permanent building with
restrooms. The city does not want to pay to provide those
amenities. For now the project is on hold
NO LED - After the Charter Review Committee suggested
businesses be allowed to use LED signs that are not
animated, the City Commission unanimously voted to
delete the prohibition of LED display signs from the
municipal code. But Robert David, the city’s Public Works
Director says it doesn’t matter. He sited a section of the
amended code that prohibits “electronic signs”. David says
the code was changed only to allow LED lighting as an
illumination source. David is responsible for code
enforcement in the city. So are LED signs OK? Who
knows?...call the city and ask.

TOwn Of belleair

UP COMING PROJECTS The Oleander Road / Meredith
Lane / Laurie Lane / DeSoto Place road project is
scheduled to start by December 1st. The Belleview
Boulevard road resurfacing and the Bayview / Manatee
shoreline restoration projects are in the bidding stage.
No start dates have been announced.

belleair beaCh

RENTAL CHANGES A group of beach residents, who
started an organization called ‘Improve Belleair Beach’,
wants the city to revise their long standing ordinance on
short term rentals. Today’s ordinance limits single family
home rentals in parts of the city to three months or longer.
David Parsley bought his home in 2007 and was not
aware of the restrictions. He was caught by surprise when
the city contacted them on this subject. City Council
member Stan Sofer recognizes the financial concern and
sympathized with needing rental income to offset costs in
keeping properties in good shape. “But we are a
residential community and anytime short-term rentals are
allowed, values go down,” Sofer said.
NEW FIRE CHIEF With the
retirement fo Chief Russel Livernois,
the Pinellas Suncoast Fire and
Rescue District hired Robert Polk to
be the new chief. Polk began his
career in 1972, in St Petersburg. In
1996, he became the Fire Chief in
Moline, Illinois. The District is a
mixture of paid and volunteer
firemen. “My first priority is to
evaluate and prioritize,” said Polk of
his new position. The PSF&R services
the Belleair Beaches. He can be reached at 595-1117.
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rules Of The rOad

Bicycles, Walkers and Drivers, this means you!
This topic was suggested by Deputy
Sheriff, Kelly Ford. “The main violation I
see in our area is people riding bicycles
and motorcycles while wearing
headphones,” says Deputy Ford. “It is
not only against the law, it is so
dangerous. While wearing them, you
cannot hear cars, bicycles coming up
behind you, sirens or even horns.”
There are many other rules of the road
for bicycles, pedestrians and cars. Here
are just a few.
CYCLISTS - A bicycle is considered a vehicle. Therefore, a
bicyclist has the same rights and responsibilities as
motorized vehicles, and can also receive traffic tickets. That
means cyclists must slow down at yellow lights and stop at
ALL red lights and stop signs. Cyclists are allowed on
sidewalks, except in designated areas where they may pose
a risk to pedestrians, such as in a busy downtown area.
While on a sidewalk, cyclists must yield to pedestrians. They
also need to make sure they look for turning motorists,
stop at driveways, all intersections and parking lots.
Bicyclists should travel on the right side of the street, with
traffic, and if there is a designated bike lane, they should
use it. A cyclist traveling slower than the normal speed
should ride close to the right curb area.
In a group, cyclists should ride in a single file, unless the
bike lane or roadway is significantly wide enough to ride
side by side. Cyclists should never ride more than two
abreast except on paths and roadways designed for that.
This applies even to the early morning hours when there
may be less cars to compete with.
For riders 16 years and under, helmets are required by law.
For those over 16, helmets are highly recommended.
PEDESTRIANS - Pedestrians, walkers, joggers and runners
have rights too, and in most cases they must be given the
right of way. But pedestrians must understand that they
have responsibilities, too.
If there is no sidewalk, pedestrians must be on the left side
of the road, facing into oncoming traffic. When on a
sidewalk, it is OK to walk on either side of the road. If a
sidewalk is available, pedestrians must use it, and are not
permitted to walk in the street. This includes runners.
Pedestrians may cross the street mid-block, unless there are
traffic signals at each end of the block. If they are crossing
mid-block, the pedestrian must yield to oncoming vehicles,
whether they are motorized or non-motorized. If there is a
crosswalk, they must use it.
MOTORISTS - At crosswalks, motorists must STOP if a
pedestrian has signaled an intent to cross, whether there is
a blinking light or not. Everyone must stop, as soon as the
person steps one foot off the curb. Motorists emerging
from an alley or driveway that crosses a sidewalk are
required to yield to pedestrians.
If the road is too narrow to share, drivers must give cyclists
the right of way. When a road narrows, cyclist must be
given the time and space to merge left and get in front of
the driver. Florida law requires that a motorist keep a safe
distance when passing a cyclist. This means at least 3 feet
of clearance. Drivers may cross the center line in a nopassing zone to pass a cyclist.
For more information, see www.dot.state.FL.us/Safety.
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geT rid Of unwanTed Mail
By: Mary Capbell, Urban Sustainability Agent, Pinellas
County Extension
I often get asked this question
when discussing reducing
paper use. Since we each use
approximately 700 pounds of
paper each year, the amount
of energy to make, transport
and dispose of this paper is
significant. So we print on
both sides, widen our
margins, only print when we
must and recycle as much
as we can. Then we open
the mailbox and are faced
with a flood of paper in the
form of catalogs, advertising,
and product offers. How do we stop this unwanted mail?
An excellent resource for this is Federal Trade
Commission Consumer Protection,
www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/alerts/alt063.shtm
The Direct Marketing Association’s (DMA) Mail
Preference Service has a website that walks you through
the options to opt out of receiving unsolicited
commercial mail from many national companies. Once
you have filled out the forms and selected your
preferences it will reduce the selected mail for five years.
When you register with this service, your name will be
put on a “delete” file and made available to direct-mail
marketers. However, your registration will not stop
mailings from organizations that do not use the DMA’s
Mail Preference Service. To register with DMA’s Mail
Preference Service, go to www.dmachoice.org.
As we move into the catalogs season, look for ways to
reduce, reuse and recycle this paper. Go online to the
catalog website and ask to receive online information,
offer catalogs to others who may be interested, and
always recycle the catalogs when done. Make your
preference for less paper known to businesses so they
can be part of the solution to reduce waste.

hOliday dining
CHRISTMAS DAY - Most restaurants in Belleair and the
surrounding areas are closed. Westshore Pizza though
will be serving from 11am til 3pm on Christmas Day.
NEW YEARS EVE Most area restaurants are open on
New Year’s Eve, but will close before midnight. There
are a few that will be open past the midnight hour and
will have some sort of celebration. Here is a list of who
is open and when.
Bonefish Grill - Open late for diners
Marlin Darlin - Open late for NY Eve Party
Westshore Pizza - Open until 12am
Venus Restaurant - Open until 3pm
Le Bouchon - Open normal hours
Cody’s - Open until 11pm
E&E Stakeout - Open until 11pm
Maggie Mae’s - Open normally
Jewel Cafe - Open until 3pm
Panera Bread - Open normally
La Cachette (Clearwater)
Gala Celebration, Dinner & Dancing, Reservations Req.
Baltic Amber (Largo)
Gala Celebration, Dinner and Live Band 8pm to 2am
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lepTOspirOsis is baCK

by Dr. Matt Facarazzo, DVM
Indian Rocks Beach Animal Hospital
Leptospirosis, a severe zoonotic bacterial infection that
appeared to be on the wane, is staging a comeback.
Leptospirosis, the most common zoonotic- (contagious to
humans) disease worldwide, is a disease that can be
found in most wild animals including raccoons,
opossums, rats and other rodents. The bacteria are
passed via urine into water sources, where they reside
and reproduce. It has become prevalent in rural,
suburban and urbanized areas. The bacteria can be
present in stagnant surface water, moist soil and
recreational water sources such as ponds and lakes.
Your dog can become infected with leptospirosis by
drinking, swimming in or walking through infected
water. Bacteria can enter the bloodstream through a cut
on the skin or through mucous membranes i.e.: eyes,
nose or mouth. Leptospirosis signs can mimic other
diseases and illnesses. Signs include loss of appetite,
vomiting, diarrhea, lethargy, weakness and generalized
muscle pain. Since the signs are non-specific, owners
may assume the symptoms will pass and usually don’t
seek medical treatment. The liver and kidney are most
commonly damaged.
Once your veterinarian diagnoses leptospirosis,
treatment consists of a combination of intravenous fluids
and antibiotics as well as other aggressive therapies,
which can be costly.
To protect you and your loved one from this potentially
fatal disease, vaccinate your dog against it. By
vaccinating your dog, before exposure to the disease,
you may avoid the emotional and financial trauma of
dealing with leptospirosis. Vaccines are affordable,
convenient and safe. Dr. Matt will initially recommend a
two-shot series. Following that it will be administered
with the annual vaccines yearly. Remember…
Protection = Prevention!!

TOys On irVfa’s ChrisTMas lisT

The Indian Rocks Volunteer Firemen’s Association of
Pinellas Suncoast Fire and Rescue District will again be
working to assist those less fortunate during the holidays.
December 18th is the annual Toy Drive to be held at the
Walsingham Publix Superstore from 9 am till 5 pm The
Volunteers ask that if you plan to donate, either bring an
unwrapped toy to the drive, purchase a toy in Publix, or
make a donation in lieu of toys.

represenTaTiVe JiM frishe reCeiVes award
Florida Shore and Beach Preservation Association awarded State Representative Jim
Frishe the “Legislative Award.” This statewide association functions as a consortium
of coastal cities and counties focused on beach preservation and renourishment.
“I am humbled by and appreciative of the support of the Florida Shore and Beach
Preservation Association,” Representative Frishe said. “I look forward to continuing to
work with their members and Florida’s coastal cities and counties to protect our
shorelines and waters.”
Representative Frishe continued, “The quality of our shores and beaches are a vital
element of Florida’s economic base. If we abandon the preservation and restoration
of our natural assets, we will see the negative impacts for generations.”
Jim Frishe has served as State Representative of District 54 since 2006. District 54
encompasses portions of western and southern Pinellas county, including locally
Belleair, Belleair Beach, Clearwater, Indian Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, and Largo.
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Our firsT area bOaT parades
Island Estates, in Clearwater Beach, hosts one of the area‘s oldest and
largest Lighted Boat Parades. The parade is 36 years old. The first
parade they had only 5 boats. They wanted to call it The Canoe and
Boat Parade, but changed their minds. In the beginning, the parade
went into the Gulf of Mexico where hotel guests could see it, but over
the years that made the parade time too long. Going into each of the
fingers came later, and developed into today’s parade. It is sponsored
by the Island Estates Yacht Club and also honors the memory of IEYC
members that have passed away during the year. The Island Estate’s
parade is December 11th. The best place to view it is Coachman Park.
Indian Rocks Beach’s first Holiday Lighted Parade was held in 1984,
on a Sunday night. It only had about eight boats.
IRB resident, Kirk McKenna moved to the city in 1984, and the next
year found himself on the Lighted Boat Parade Committee. “Our main job was to go around town and ask our
neighbors and businesses to donate money for the parade,” McKenna says. “It took about $3,000 to do the parade.
You have to offer monetary prizes to attract the boats from other cities.”
“I have seen the parade range from as small as 5 or 6 boats up to 25 boats. We always participated with our
sailboat, too,” McKenna said. “I always felt it was the city’s Christmas card to the community,” says Betsy McKenna,
Kirk’s wife and boat parade co-designer.
Eventually the decision was made to hold the parade on Friday evenings. It remained that way for about ten years,
but participants had a problem getting their boats ready and being on time after work. A few years ago, it was
moved to Saturday night and it seems to be the best night for the parade.The parade is December 18th this year.
There still is a Lighted Boat Parade Committee, but it is a loosely organized group of volunteers working to collect
money for parade. Each year they visit local businesses asking for money and gift certificates to use as prizes, along
with helping to organize the judging. They, along with city employees Joan Johnstone and Randy Scwabb, are
responsible for the parade we all enjoy. The budget for the parade is still $3000. Again this year, the Indian Rocks
Beach Homeowner’s Association donated $1500 towards the 2010 parade expenses.
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be prepared fOr
reTurn Of esTaTe TaX
There’s never really a bad time to do estate planning. But
in the months ahead, Belleair residents may have an extra
incentive to look at their estate plans. Why? Because
changes are coming to estate tax laws — so you’ll want to
be ready.
Change is nothing new in the world of estate taxes, which
have been in a state of flux for years. As the law now
stands, there is no federal estate tax in 2010. Then, in
2011, the estate tax is scheduled to return, with an
exemption amount of $1 million and a top rate of 55
percent. Yet, these figures are highly likely to change;
ultimately, we may see a return to what existed in 2009: a
$3.5 or $5 million exemption and a top rate of 45%.
Of course, your susceptibility to the estate tax will depend
on the size of your estate. But no matter what your level of
assets, you’ll want to have your estate plans in order. First
of all, you almost certainly need a will. You’ll also need to
make sure you’ve named the proper beneficiaries in all
your legal documents.
Now, let’s return to the estate tax issue. Specifically, how
can you help reduce any potential estate tax burden your
heirs may face? Here are some ideas to consider:
• Take Advantage of Your Exemptions - You and your
spouse each receive an exemption from the federal estate
tax. As mentioned above, this exemption could be
anywhere from $1 million to $5 million, starting in 2011.
To maximize these exemptions, you may want to create a
credit shelter trust. In a nutshell, here’s how it works: When
you die, you fund a credit shelter trust with assets equal in
value to your available exemption; if you have other assets,
you can leave them to your spouse, free of estate taxes.
Your surviving spouse can draw income from the trust’s
assets while he or she is alive. Upon his or her death, the
trust disperses the assets to your children or other
beneficiaries, taking advantage of your original estate tax
exemption. Your spouse’s estate will also disperse assets to
beneficiaries, using his or her exemption to reduce or
avoid estate taxes.
• Use Life Insurance - If you owned a $1 million dollar life
insurance policy, and it was subject to an estate tax rate of
55 percent, your beneficiaries would receive a death
benefit of just $450,000. But if you established an
irrevocable life insurance trust (ILIT) with a new insurance
policy, the trust would own the policy and distribute the
proceeds to the beneficiaries you’ve chosen. By using an
ILIT, you’d keep the insurance out of your taxable estate.
• Give generously - You can give up to $13,000 per year
to as many individuals as you like without incurring gift
taxes. Couples can gift $26,000 annually. The more you
give, the lower your taxable estate. You can also reduce
your estate by making gifts to charitable organizations.
Keep in mind that estate planning can be complex. You will
need to work with your legal and tax advisors before
establishing any type of trust or other estate-planning
mechanism. And with the looming return of the estate tax,
there’s no time like the present to get started.
Brenda Ehrke, Financial Advisor Edward Jones
Belleair Bluffs, (727) 581-3583
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by Brenda B.
Ehrke your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones,
its associates and financial advisors are not estate planners and
cannot provide tax or legal advice. Please consult your attorney
or qualified tax advisor regarding your particular situation.
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