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Clearwater Marine
aquariuM - the
Beginning
A small museum called Sea-Orama was the
genesis of the Clearwater Marine Aquarium on
Island Estates. Created in the 1950s by
Zoologists Cricket and Cappy Harris, the Seaorama was located in a small building beside
the Clearwater Marina.
Full of lively examples of the sea creatures of the
Gulf of Mexico, the Sea-Orama's only live
specimen were seahorses in a small tank. The
rest of the exhibit was plaster sea creatures,
molded from real specimen by Cappy and
painted with exquisite attention to detail by
Cricket. The walls of the Sea-Orama were
painted to resemble the underwater world and
A leatherback turtle at the CMA
flickering lights added to the illusion of walking
underwater while well-trained guides identified
the creatures on the wall and told about their peculiarities. Perhaps the most dramatic of the exhibits was a dolphin
banging its nose into a shark. "Dolphins often kill sharks by butting them in a vulnerable area where the shark's kidneys
are located," reported the guide.
The Sea-Orama was popular with residents, school children and visitors, but City leaders decided parking was needed
more than this charming attraction and so the artifacts were stored and the building was replaced with parking.
The Sea-Orama was gone, but not forgotten, especially by a Clearwater Beach motel owner named Mary McCormack.
She had enjoyed the little museum and delighted in taking her motel guests there. It became her goal to revive the SeaOrama for Clearwater Beach. She regularly lectured city officials on the need to have a marine museum here.
Finally, in the early 1970s, Mrs. McCormack persuaded the city commissioners to authorize her to form a committee to
plan a replacement for Sea-Orama. Mary's committee started planning, undeterred by the lack of a location, or funding
for the project. Lead by a man named Al Priest, the committee decided to name the project the Clearwater Marine Science
Center, agreeing that "Sea-Orama" sounded a bit frivolous for their purposes. They hired a newly graduated Marine
Biologist named Dennis Kellenberger, who began by teaching marine science classes to youngsters, using a boat he built.
Diligently looking for a location, the committee was still in need of funds when our nation's Bi-Centennial celebration
began in 1976. Moving quickly, the committee got funded as a "Bi-Centennial project," while looking for a location.
Meantime, the City closed down an old sewage treatment plant on the waterfront at Island Estates. The plant was designed
to look like a yacht club and few people knew that the elegant building on the perimeter of the elite residential community
was a sewage treatment plant. To tear it down, would have cost the City millions.
Someone at City Hall called Dr. Heyward Mathews, professor of Marine
Science/Oceanography at St. Pete Junior College, and asked if he thought the Marine
Science Center would be interested in the building. Dr. Mathews called Mary McCormack
and the Clearwater Marine Science Center found itself tenant in a vast building, with giant
cement tanks and a terrible smell.
City forces steam cleaned the inside of the building. Dennis Kellenberger, single-handedly
painted the outside. Then, with Dr. Mathews, he worked with the City's Oceanographer, Andy
Nicholson, who led his Navy Seabees reserve unit in a training project to clear over 100 tons
of steel processing equipment from the building. This much progress attracted donations and
grants, as well as volunteers, so the replacement for the Sea-Orama was launched.
Mo, a Loggerhead turtle who
had been injured at birth and
raised in a wading pool at Pier
60, became the first resident at
the Center and was soon
Sunset Sam entertaining his fans
swimming happily around in a
much larger pool than he had ever
Continued on page 3
experienced.
Story by Anne Garris, historian
Photos courtesy of Anne Garris & Clearwater Library Archives
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it’s OUR 5th ANNiVERsARY
With this, our 26th issue, we have
been publishing this newsletter for five
years. We would like to thank you, our
readers who tell us they enjoy our
newsletter. We enjoy hearing people
tells us they like what we are doing,
and read each issue cover to cover.
We hear a variety of comments, but
mostly we are told people enjoy the
tid-bits of history we put on the cover
of each issue.
We want to thank the dozens of area
residents, civic organizations and
government employees who submit
information and write articles for each
issue. That is what truly makes this a
neighborhood newsletter.
Most of all, we want to thank our
advertisers. Without them, this
newsletter would not exist and could
not be free. Each issue, we mail 6,000
of the 7,000 copies printed. We could
not do that without our advertisers.
It has been a fun five years and we
look forward to issue 50.
Bob & Becky Griffin
www.beachnewsletters.com
sEE YOU AgAiN
iN OctObER!
© 2012 Griffin Productions, Inc.
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CAlENDAR OF lOCAl EVENTS
AuGuST
Little League
Florida Sales Tax Holiday
3-5
Property Tax Trim Notices Mailed
13
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
9
IRB Boat Club 3 Rooker Party
12
Gracie’s Big Splash, Belleair
17
Largo’s Indoor Garage Sale
18
Public School Begins
20
Republic National Convention
27-30
SEPTEMBER
Labor Day
3
Household Chemical Cleanup
8
Prostate Cancer Awareness 5K
8
Buc’s First Home Game
9
Grandparents Day
9
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
13
IRB Boat Club Meetings Resume
20

Autumn Begins
22
IRB Boat Club End of Summer Island Party 22
Clearwater Offshore Racing
28-30
OCTOBER
Fire Prevention Month
Blessing of the Animals Indian Rocks
6
Indian Rocks HOA / Poker Run
6
Columbus Day / Holiday
8
Bluff’s Business Assn Mixer
11
Oktoberfest Indian Rocks Beach
13
Stone Crab Season Begins
15
Clearwater Jazz Coachman Park 18-21
Coastal Clean Up Keep Pin Beautiful 20
Country Jubilee Heritage Village
20
Halloween Party Belleair Civic Assn
28
Johns Pass Seafood Fest (Sat/Sun) 26-28
Sea Turtle Nesting Season Ends
31
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aquariuM, continued

Next, Dennis and his crew worked to ready a large holding
tank for larger sea creatures. Then, one Sunday afternoon,
they answered a call about a "dead" dolphin. The chase to
capture the stranded dolphin convinced them he might be
sick, but was very much alive. They successfully moved him
to the newly finished tank and named him "Sunset Sam." He
was partially blind in one eye and had a chronic liver
disorder, which precluded his release. Sunset was the first
marine mammal to survive a beaching in Florida, setting
the standard for what would be many more firsts in marine
animal rescue. The Marine Science Center became a
popular place to see "Sunset," his friend, Mo, and a variety
of other sea creatures. They called it "A Window on the Sea."
The Center developed a program for monitoring and
protecting sea turtle nests along our beaches. People were
educated and entertained by watching Center workers
release baby turtles into the surf. The first successful captive
breeding program for hatching of the endangered Kemps
Ridley Turtle was carried out at the Center. "Madam," one of
the Kemps Ridley hatchlings, is still a resident at the CMA.
Injured or ill turtles in the area were rescued, treated and
released by Center personnel. Additional dolphins were
rescued and released when they had been nursed back to
health. The dolphins never did "shows" , but they needed to
be exercised and visitors flocked to the Center to watch.
Executive Director Kellenberger and his staff developed
creative fundraisers to supplement admission income. The
most creative was teaching Sunset to "paint." He did this by
holding a paint brush in his mouth, moving it up and down
a canvas held by his caretaker. These paintings were copied
on T-shirts and other souvenirs, the originals being sold for
astonishing amounts or donated to other nonprofits to

benefit their programs.
Dennis presented one
painting to First Lady
Barbara Bush when she
visited the area.
As the Center grew,
people eagerly
volunteered in all
departments. A Marine
library was established.
Educational programs
Mo,
and sea shell and stingray
gets a
touch tanks were added.
new
home!
The name was changed
to Clearwater Marine
Aquarium to better
identify the mission.
"Sea Life Safari" and "Marine Adventures" were started with
Marine Biologists aboard a flat bottomed boat teaching
visitors how to enjoy and preserve our environment. Another
program for handicapped people showed them how the
injured creatures at the Center "kept on keeping on." This
was incredibly successful, especially with children.
When a group of activists argued that Sunset's quarters at
the Center were not adequate and demanded his return to
the wild despite his physical problems, an emergency
fundraising quickly brought in $90,000 to enlarge the tank
and open the roof to provide a large skylight over the tank.
One morning in 2002, staff members arrived at the Center
to discover that Sunset had unexpectedly died during the
night; thus ended an 18 year era.
In 2005, a dolphin was rescued with a badly mangled tail.
They named her "Winter," and a new chapter began.
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Did You Know...
ciRqUE dU sOlEil
REtURNs KOOZA™ is
the latest show for Cirque
du Soleil being presented
in the parking lot of St.
Petersburg’s Tropicana
Field November 8 - 25.
The show combines
acrobatic performance
and the art of clowning.
The show will be held in
The Grand Chapiteau
tent, which has a seating
capacity of approximately
2,500 and is entirely
climate controlled. The
entire site will take 8
days to set up and 3
days to deconstruct.
Tickets are now on sale
at cirquedusoleil.com.
______________________
VOtE bY mAil All mail ballot requests are only valid
for two general elections. You can renew your request by
phone, fax, email, or by visiting votepinellas.com.
Written requests and faxes must be signed. If you call or
email your request, you will need to provide your name,
date of birth, residence address, and mailing address, if
different from your residence. You can also continue to
receive ballots by checking the box on the back of your
ballot certificate envelope, which states “I want to keep
voting by mail.” To confirm that you are scheduled to
receive ballots, please call their office (727) 464-VOTE
(8683) or visit their votepinellas.com and select “Track
your mail ballot status” on their home page.
___________________________________________________
pEt phOtO cONtEst Do you have Belleair’s cutest
dog? Beginning in our next issue, we will feature a photo
of a dog and its owner in the newsletter. If you and your
pet are selected, you will receive a package of Munchies
Pet Food products worth over $50. E-mail your photos to
MunchiesPet@Gmail.com or drop off a copy at their new
store in the Belleair Bluffs Shopping Center. Be sure to
include your name, address, phone and your pet’s name.
______________________
4th Of jUlY
cElEbRAtiON The City
of Belleair Bluffs
celebrated Independence
Day with a party and pie
eating contest. Of course,
there was the annual
Dunk The Mayor booth,
one of the most popular
attractions every year.
______________________
gRAciE’s big splAsh
The 6th Annual Gracie’s
Big Splash will be on
Friday August 17th at the
Belleair Rec Center beginning at 5:30pm. This event was
created in the memory of Gracie Purdy who died in died at
the age of 4 with a rare brain tumor. The proceeds raised
benefit families with children struggling through life
threatening illness.
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and More...
dAli NAmEd ONE
Of thE mOst
bEAUtifUl
mUsEUms iN thE
wORld Based on its
architecture,
Flavorwire included
the St. Petersburg’s
Dali Museum as one
of the 20 most
beautiful museums in
the world. This puts
the museum in the
same class as Paris’
famous Louvre and
New York's Guggenheim Museum. The museums are
located in 16 different countries, with five in the United
States. Russia and France are the only other countries to
have
more than one museum included on the list.
_________________________________________________
sAlEs tAx hOlidAY This year’s sales tax holiday will be
Aug 3 - 5. During this period, when you purchase certain
clothing, footwear, accessories and school supplies you will
not pay any sales tax. This does not apply to any piece of
clothing selling for more than $75 or school supply item
selling for more than $15. Books are not exempt.
_________________________________________________
dispOsE Of YOUR ExpiREd flAREs Routinely you
should examine your boat’s flares. These visual distress
signals are used as locater devices, but many boaters have
outdated flares. The City of Clearwater's Marine and
Aviation Department encourages boaters to participate in
the Marinas Flare Disposal Program. Marina personnel
collect expired flares from boaters for free, and turn them
over to the Pinellas County Solid Waste for safe disposal.
The Clearwater Marina also collects used engine oil, oil
filters, batteries, and other items to dispose of them
properly, and marina staff are available to provide
direction on how to safely dispose of boating materials
such as gasoline or diesel fuel, paint, antifreeze, or tires.
Flares should be replaced by the expiration date posted on
the flare. The Flare Disposal Program is part of
Clearwaters Clean Marina designation. Call 462-6954.
_________________
chANgE Of
cOmmANd Last
month, Steven
McDonnell relived
Chief Warrant
Officer Morgan
Dudley as the
Commanding
Officer of the Coast
Guard Station in
Sand Key.
McDonnell, a native
of Warick, Rhode
island, enlisted in the
Coast Guard in
1987. He is married and has a home in Ft. Myers. After
the ceremony, Chief Warrant Officer Dudley reported to
Coast Guard Special Missions Training Center at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina
_________________________________________________
OUR NExt issUE is iN OctObER Read this issue, as
well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.
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mid-lifE iNVEstiNg
making the most of Asset-building Years
By: Noelle Daniel, CFP®

As you move through your peak earning years, you'll
probably see your net worth steadily rise. At the same
time, you'll still have some work to do before you realize
your financial goals. That's why it's important to have a
solid plan in place. Here are some steps to help keep
your portfolio on track.
Organize your portfolio. Asset allocation is a
straightforward and effective strategy whereby you
divide your portfolio among the major asset classes of
equities, fixed-income securities, and cash equivalents.
The division should be based on your goals, your
tolerance for risk and your time horizons. Generally
speaking, the larger the equity portion of your portfolio,
the greater the potential for growth and the greater
amount of risk. On the other hand, the more fixedincome securities you include, the greater the potential
for income and preservation of principle. There are also
risks associated with fixed income investments, however,
generally speaking, they incur less risk than equities.
You may need to periodically rebalance your portfolio
— to remain consistent with your original allocation —
or modify it as you come closer to realizing your goals.
Don't overlook tax planning. Chances are your income
tax bracket is higher now than it was during your early
years and than it will be when you retire. Consider
maximizing pretax contributions to your employersponsored retirement plan or making deductible
contributions to an IRA (if you're eligible) to help reduce
current income while providing tax-deferred savings
opportunities. Also, keep in mind that short-term capital
gains are taxed as income, while long-term capital
gains and dividends are taxed at lower rates. Finally,
explore the potential benefit of including tax-exempt
bonds in your portfolio.*
Protect what you've accomplished. As your wealth
continues to increase, it's important to preserve what
you've accumulated and safeguard your future. That's
why estate planning and life insurance are two of the
cornerstones of a sound financial plan. A qualified legal
professional can help you implement an estate plan that
is best for your situation or review an existing plan to
ensure it is still consistent with your goals. Also, be sure
you have enough life insurance in place to help cover
any liabilities — such as your mortgage — and protect
your family's financial future. At Noelle Daniel Wealth
Management, every relationship begins with a financial
plan; call my office today to schedule a review of your
plan. We are located at 1201 Gulf Blvd. Suite 101,
Indian Rocks Beach or visit our website
www.ndwealthmanagement.com.
Financially speaking, mid-life shouldn't be a time of
crisis. Instead, it's a time to take advantage of some of
your most productive years. In the long run, you may be
in a better position to enjoy the fruits of your labor.
*Some tax-exempt investments may be subject to the federal alternative
minimum tax as well as federal or state capital gains taxes.

© 2010 Standard & Poor's Financial Communications. All rights
reserved. Securities and Financial Planning offered through LPL
Financial- A Registered Investment Advisor-Member FINRA/SIPC
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Dear Neighbor,
This community is my home. Both my son Luke and I were
born in Pinellas County. I have been a City Commissioner
in Indian Rocks Beach for 8 years and served as the city's
Vice mayor for two. This year marks 25 years that I have
owned my business in our beach community.
I am asking you to come support our journey to the
Florida State House District 66.
As a little girl, I played on our beaches. Today, you can
find us throwing Luke's football on the same beaches
with his friends. As the representative for seven of our
beach communities on the Pinellas Planning Council, I
have a history of protecting our shore. Like you, our
beaches are very important to me. Each one of us have
core issues that affect our quality of life. There are an
overwhelming number of issues in Tallahassee that need
resolution. The Florida Legislature is out of touch with the
issues facing our district.
During my term, I will focus on the following priorities
important to my constituents:
 Creating jobs and promoting small business
 Exploring options for education that make sense
 Protecting our coastal community
 Eliminating hidden taxes and fees
 Cracking down on financial fraud in Florida
I take our endeavor very seriously. I am running for the
Florida State House because we need a representative in
Tallahassee who has deep ties to our communities and
understands the issues important to us. This campaign is
much bigger than me. With your vote and help, I know I
can win our election. To determine how you can
participate in our journey, please visit our website at
www.kennedyforstatehouse.com or call 727.824.7719.
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Joanne
“Cookie” Kennedy for Florida House District 66.

tAmpA bAY childREN’s chORUs hOldiNg AUditiONs
The Tampa Bay Children’s Chorus (TBCC) is conducting auditions for its 2012-2013 season. Choirs are available in both
St. Petersburg and Tampa. Singers entering grades 1-12 with unchanged voices are invited to audition in July and August.
Rehearsals begin the last week of August. No previous experience is required and auditions are non-threatening. Singers
are placed in different choirs according to their age and musical preparedness. Each choir is directed by an outstanding
professional in the music education field.
The Chorus has been changing young lives since 1989 through its exceptional training and musical enrichment
opportunities. TBCC has been an integral part of the arts community in our area for 23 years, and has received funding
from the Florida Division of Cultural Affairs and the Arts Council of Hillsborough County. Founded by Dr. Averill Summer
in 1989, the chorus performs frequently with the Florida Orchestra and Master Chorale and has appeared with visiting
artists such as the Yale “Whiffenpoofs,” Rockapella, and Andre Rieu. The group has toured each season to such places as
Carnegie Hall in New York, Washington, D.C., Chicago, Toronto, Vancouver, France, Austria, Scotland, and England. The
Tampa Bay Children’s Chorus performed the national anthem at the inauguration of Florida’s governor in January, 2011.
Visit the Chorus website at www.tbcchorus.org, to sign up for an audition. The Tampa chorus may be reached at
tbcchorus@gmail.com or at 813-977-5558 or in St. Petersburg asummer@tampabay.rr.com or 727-954-3549.
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fENciNg
by Randy Lee
Privacy is one of the biggest trends in
landscaping today. Our neighbors may
be great but we do not want to see them
all the time. Barriers such as walls,
fences and hedges make great
neighbors. One of the first questions I
ask a client is: do they have privacy concerns and where
on the property are these? Safety and security are
important factors as well. Do you have a pool, pets or
small children? Barriers keep people out and people in
all at the same time. Fencing is less expensive than walls
and will be the topic of discussion.
Fences create a secure retreat while containing children
and pets. Fencing also reduces noise levels. The first
question when fencing should be: what is the purpose
and function of the fence we need? A pool, pets,
children, screening of neighbors are a few reasons to
install a fence. A second question about fencing relates
to size and type of fence that is needed. Most fences
can only be six feet in height and must taper down to
four feet on the water. Check your local ordinances. A
fence may or may not need to be permitted as well.
There are several types of fences: wood, vinyl, iron,
aluminum and chain link. Personal preference is key
here as well as cost. Wood is the least expensive and
aluminum or iron the most expensive. Wood and vinyl
allow the least amount of air movement. Chain link,
which is available in green and black, allows air
movement and is very easy to cover with flowering vines.
I like to use chain link because it is durable and easy to
cover- in one or two years it will disappear. Third, a type
of gate must be chosen. Each type of fence will have a
corresponding type of gate. Gates can be detailed and
expensive with iron and aluminum. Wood and chain link
need to be large enough to accommodate mowers,
pedestrian traffic or larger items- where a double gate
may be needed.
After the fence is installed, we need to landscape around
it. If you have fenced in a small area, I would plant or
use step stones as opposed to sod, which may be hard
to maintain. I like to layer the fence with taller plants in
the background and shorter in the foreground. Vines
can be used on fences as well and they cover quickly.
Flowering vines that I like include honeysuckle,
confederate jasmine, passion vine, queen’s wreath,
allamanda and bleeding heart. The fence may need
landscaping on both sides- I like to have taller trees and
palms on the inside and then shorter shrubs on the
outside for a multi layered effect. Remember these points
when fencing: the purpose, type of fence desired, check
local ordinances about height and permits and hire a
licensed contractor.
August/September checklist:
Fertilizer ban is in effect
Turn irrigation system off during periods of heavy rain
Prepare yard and landscape for storms or hurricanes
Great time to have trees properly trimmed
Great time to plant palm trees
Landscapes By Randy Lee, Inc. is a full service landscape
design company here to help you with all of your needs- Call
727-421-2715 or visit online at www.landscapesbyrl.com.
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REAdY tO sAVE YOUR pEt
By Marshall Eiss, Fire Inspector, Pinellas Suncoast Fire &
Rescue District

When a fire occurs
in a home, more
than just the
human members
of the family can
be affected by the
smoke and toxic
gases.
With that thought
in mind, Pinellas
Suncoast Fire and
Rescue, along with
several other local
fire departments,
received pet
oxygen masks free
of charge from a Shown here demonstrating the mask are
program put
Chance and Sadie Carmody.
together by
Oakhurst Veterinary Hospital and Invisible Fence of the
Suncoast.
“Project Breathe” was set up so that every fire station in
America and Canada would be equipped with the
masks. Currently the program has donated 10,000 pet
oxygen masks with more than 70 pets reportedly having
been saved so far.
Locally, 65 oxygen masks were made available from
funds raised by Oakhurst Veterinary Hospital, a project
coordinated by Certified Veterinary Technician Tiffany
Colton after she read an article in a veterinary journal.
Colton, along with Dr. Kim Donovan, designed the
animal CPR and First Aid training protocols, which will
be offered to all fire departments in the area.
“Our goal is to reach at least $3,600 and we are almost
there,” stated Colton. Donations to “Project Breathe”
may be made by stopping at Oakhurst Veterinary
Hospital at 7785 Oakhurst Road, Seminole, Florida.

chEmicAl clEAN Up
Residents from Indian Rocks Beach, Belleair, Indian
Shores and the surrounding communities participated in
May’s Chemical Round Up sponsored by Pinellas
County Utilities, held in Indian Rocks Beach. “Based on
the number of people who attended and the weight of
the discarded products,” says Carla Mitchell of Pinellas
County Utilities, “this is one of our biggest events of the
year.”
Dean Scharmen, Director of Indian Rocks Beach’s Public
Works says, “electronics are the single item people want
to get rid of. People are always upgrading their
electronics. We always get a lot of discarded computers,
tvs and sound systems.”
This is what was turned in:
Chemicals - 4,189 lb
Latex Paint - 9,460 lbs
Electronics - 11,428 lbs.
Car batteries - 12
Fluorescent lights - 500lbs Batteries = 310 lbs.
20 Propane canisters
Fire Extinguishers - 6
Thanks to all that participated, this stuff did not go down
the drain into our water or end up in our landfill.
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VOtE NOw tO mAkE A
diffERENcE
The Primary Election 2012 is well on
its way. Mail-in ballots are already
being returned. Early voting will run
from August 4th to 11th, and the
polls will be open on August 14th.
Tallahassee is broken and we need
a strong Democrat to run against the Special Interests,
which prevail there. Pinellas voters need a clear, rational
alternative to the Tea Party Republican candidate. I wrote
in my June article about the Legislature’s dismissal of
women’s health care needs, and the underfunding of the
public schools. Each of these issues remains a primary
concern, but I have others.
We need to protect and enlarge the Middle Class. This
means good jobs, which will allow families to purchase
a home and send their children to school. We must
institute fair tax policies, which will not allow tax breaks
for billionaires and huge corporations, which put the
hard-working middle class at risk. Those who provide
essential community services – our teachers, police and
firefighters – must be protected. The changes being
made to Citizens Insurance will, if not halted now, bring
a new housing crisis to Florida. The Governor and the
Legislature’s efforts to privatize Citizens could result in
the loss of homeowner’s insurance for many families.
I believe that my background as a retired attorney,
insurance agent and small business owner give me an
unusual understanding of the issues, which concern the
voters in this district. I am asking you to trust me with
your vote. Please visit my web site at
www.marylou4you.com to see the new video put out by
the Florida Democratic Party (Standing Up) and my list
of Endorsements.
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Mary Lou
Ambrose for Florida House District 66.

clOthiNg NEEdEd
Clothes To Kids has a every urgent need for boys pants,
shorts and shoes in all sizes. Each week they serve over
1,000 needy children in grades K-12. Their supply is
critically low. Please donate gently used pants, shorts, tshirts, school uniforms and shoes. Clothes To Kids serves
Pinellas students, K through 12, on the free & reduced
lunch program for free! Their goal is to build children's
self-esteem by providing them with clothing that makes
them feel good about themselves. Can you help?
New or gently used clothes and shoes can be dropped
off between 9 am and 5 pm Monday-Friday in
Clearwater at 1059 N. Hercules Ave. Cash donations
are also needed for purchasing clothing in short supply
and new underwear. Volunteers are welcomed. Clothes
To Kids, a nonprofit organization provides free clothing
to low-income, school-age children in Pinellas County,
free of charge. For more information, please call 4415050 or visit www.ClothesToKids.org.

flYiNg NEEdlEs ElEphANts
For the upcoming Republican National Convention,
Belleair Bluff’s Flying Needles created a needlepoint
GOP elephant design. “This was done to celebrate the
2012 RNC convention,” says owner Diane Colitz. “It is
4” x 6” in size for use on pillows or as an ornament.”
This design was exclusively created for Flying Needles
and is on sale at the Bluffs store.
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EVEN iN A bikiNi, thEY’ll
bE lOOkiNg At YOUR fAcE

By Stephanie Schlageter, M.S., Medspa Director

When you think about getting in shape for
the beach, do you think about toning up
your arms, stomach, legs, or backside?
What about toning up your face?
Think about it – even in a bikini, people will
still be looking at your face. It’s the one part of our body
we really never cover up. To get your face in shape for
summer (and for every other day of the year), all you need
to do is relax. Are you wondering how you relax? The
answer is one word – BOTOX. That’s all BOTOX really
does – relaxes and reduces muscle activity that causes
lines to form. When you concentrate, squint, or frown,
your face muscles contract, causing your skin to furrow
and fold. After years of frequent contraction, wrinkles can
linger even after the muscles are at rest.
Just one BOTOX treatment can improve the look of
moderate to severe lines. If you don’t believe it, ask one
of the 11 million women (and men) who have used
BOTOX to help them look their best. BOTOX was FDAapproved in 2002, so there are hundreds of studies on
record confirming its safety and effectiveness.
With BOTOX, the results look natural, last about 4 months,
and there’s no surgery and no recovery time. Doesn’t that
sound nice and relaxing? Like a day at the beach!
By the way, don’t forget that the sun ages your skin –
especially the skin on your face – so be sure to wear a
non-comedogenic sunscreen (meaning it won’t clog your
pores) and put on sunglasses to minimize squinting (and
wrinkles!).
Stephanie Schlageter is the owner and director of Radiance
Medspa. Since 2006, Radiance has been the area’s premier
destination for obtaining the very best in non-surgical cosmetic
enhancement treatments and is the only Diamond Level BOTOX
and Juvederm facility in Pinellas County – a distinction awarded
by the product manufacturer. Learn more about BOTOX and find
summer specials at radiancemedspa.com

hANds AcROss thE
sANds REtURNs
Hands Across the Sand returns on August 4 with their
global call to action to say No to offshore drilling and
Yes to clean energy. Registration is open to sign up to
organize an event at local beaches and parks at
www.handsacrossthesand.org.
Hands Across the Sand is the international grassroots event
that brings people together to oppose new offshore oil
drilling and promote a clean energy future. The premise is
simple: on August 4 at 12pm local time, people join hands
for 15 minutes on beaches and in parks around the world
to champion clean energy solutions to our fuels problems.
All events are organized locally. Indian Rocks Beach’s
event, held at the County Park across from Guppy’s, is
being organized by Todd Plumlee of Plumlee Realty.
Hands Across the Sand has been a global success with
thousands of events in all 50 states and over 40
countries worldwide, from New Zealand to Hawaii.
Joining hands is a powerful way to say no to offshore
drilling and yes to clean energy. This will be the third
annual Hands Across the Sands event.This will be the
third annual Hands Across the Sands event.
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YOUR hURRicANE shEltERs AwAit
By Bob Griffin, Publisher
Planning for eventual hurricane evacuations is a lot like
being the Maytag repairman. You prepare, but there is
nothing to do now. That is how it has been for the last
eight years.
If the big one comes, do you know where you will you
go? Most people planning to evacuate, think they will go
to a nearby county shelter. Most of Pinellas County’s
designated shelters are public school. There are up to
30 schools in Pinellas County designated as hurricane
shelters. But, not all schools will open for every
evacuation; it will depend on the strength of the storm.
There is a list of possible shelters available for each
storm level.
Michael Bessette is Associate Superintendent of Facilities
and Operations, Safety and Security for the Pinellas
County Schools. He is the man who will pull the trigger if
something comes our way.
“If a storm is approaching, the first step is for the County
Commission and their Department of Emergency
Management to declare a state of emergency in Pinellas
Michael Bessette is Associate Superintendent of Facilities
County,” says Bessette. “Then we start a chain of events
that includes contacting key employees, preparing the schools, and starting to move emergency supplies.”
The plan for a weak tropical storm only has three open shelters. They are spread from north to south and only hold
1,443 people. This is primarily for those in mobile homes and historically flood prone areas.
The next level a strong tropical storm, 50 to 73 MPH, opens seven shelters, housing 8,100 people, 2,700 of which
are with special needs and/or 400 pet owners. At this level, only one school will accept pets.
For a Level A evacuation, 11 shelters will open holding 16,800 people. Level B opens 14 shelters for 22,700 people.
Level C will open 19 shelters housing 39,140 people. Level D includes 30 shelters for 49,000 people. Level E, the
largest evacuation will open 25 shelters for 38,500 people and about 800 pet owners. As the extent of the
evacuation increases from a D to an E, some schools that would normally be shelters will be closed because of their
location or construction. That is why at a Level E, the count moves from 30 shelters to 25, and the number of people
housed moves down from 49,000 to 38,500. It is hoped in the case of a Level E evacuation, most people will leave
the county.
The Pinellas County Hurricane Shelter program is not designed to house everyone. In fact, while over 1 million
people live in the county, shelters are only prepared to help just under 50,000 people.
It is important to know these plans because the hurricane shelter you might plan to use may or may not be open. In
case of a storm, pay attention to broadcast media and find the shelter locations on the county’s web site
www.PinellasCounty.org/Emergency. “If we need to activate shelters, we normally receive notice 48 hours in
advance,” says Bessette. “But, that call could come at midnight.”
The principal at each designated school is in charge. As many as 30 school employees will be on call to help,
including administration, operations, food service and maintenance people. One police officer and one EMS person
are assigned to each open school shelter.
“All the emergency supplies for each school are stored in a warehouse at the Walter Pownall Service Center in Largo.
Everything is on pallets including food, water, tools and a portable generator. I would like to stress that our shelters are
not a Holiday Inn. Think of this as a life boat, not a cruise ship,” says Bissette. “You will have to sleep and contain all
your possession to a space of only 15 square feet! That is about 3 by 5 feet, or the size of a beach towel.”
“We have not had to open shelters in eight years, when Florida was hit with four hurricanes in 2004,” says Bissette. I
was not in this job then, and neither were most of my principals. We were on standby in 2008 for Fay, but the storm
went elsewhere.”
Plan to bring your own bedding, clothing, and medicine. No alcohol is allowed, but you may bring a small ice chest.
Basic food and water will be supplied. If there is electricity, the cafeteria will be operable. If there is no electricity, you
may be eating food that does not have to be refrigerated or cooked, such as peanut butter sandwiches.
Michael Bessette and his family live in Dunedin, on one of the highest pieces of land in Pinellas. “But if the County is
told to evacuate,” Michael says, “I will be right here at the command center directing things.”
The closest Hurricane Shelter to the Belleair Area is Largo High School. It does not open until they call for a Level ‘A’
evacuation. It only has room for 641 people (approximately 256 families) and they do not accept pets. It is a homeless
friendly shelter.
The closest pet friendly facility is Oak Grove Middle School, which also accepts people with special needs. You must
pre-register for pet friendly shelters and there are only three in Pinellas County.
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fROm thE dEsk Of shERiff bOb gUAltiERi
As preparations are underway and the date nears for the
Republican National Convention, the Sheriff’s Office would
like to help Pinellas County residents navigate through the
impact of the event. The RNC, held in Tampa August 27th
through the 30th, has been described as larger than the
Super Bowl, or any event hosted in this area in recent years.
According to the Tampa Bay Host Committee, the RNC is
expected to draw over 50,000 people to the area. This
includes delegates, media as well as other tourists.
The influx of visitors will not only impact the City of Tampa
and Hillsborough County, but also Pinellas, which is set to
provide lodging for thousands of delegates, many of them
staying along the beaches. The RNC, no doubt, translates
into a huge economic boost to Pinellas County businesses.
The Host Committee estimates an area wide direct spending
impact of about $175-$200-million. This does not take into
account, what is known as the “multiplier” effect, which can
equate to 2.5 times the actual amount spent.
However, with the economic boost and the spotlight, come
challenges. On the law enforcement side there have been
months of preparation, discussions and training for our
deputies to ensure resident’s safety. Partnerships have been
strengthened among agencies on both sides of the Bay for
a seamless, joint response to any incidents or emergencies
that may occur before, during and after the event.
While the convention itself is taking place in Tampa, there
will be convention related events throughout the area,
including pre-RNC festivities at St. Petersburg’s Tropicana
Field Sunday, August 26th. An estimated 20,000 people are
attending this event. The Sheriff’s Office is providing
assistance to the St. Petersburg Police Department to secure

the venue, its surroundings and to maintain traffic flow and
ease of travel to and from the venue and the vicinity. We
urge residents to avoid the Tropicana Field area on that day.
Protestors are expected to participate in demonstrations at
the various venues. We ask all who are inclined to exercise
their first amendment rights to do so in a peaceful manner
and adhere to the laws and guidelines for the location. Any
questions relating to public assembly or parade permits in
St. Petersburg should be routed to the St. Petersburg Police.
During the period leading up to and through the convention,
we are asking residents to assist us in keeping the community
safe by being aware of their surroundings. “If you see
something, say something,” is applicable. Report suspicious
activity to the Sheriff’s Office or your police department.
Expect road delays because traffic will significantly increase
as delegates and visitors travel to and from Pinellas County
for the daily events. We ask everyone to exercise patience,
plan ahead and allow extra time for travel.
In the days and weeks to come more detailed information
will become available to everyone through the news media,
the City of Tampa and social media. A Security Restrictions
and Transportation Plan is being developed that will list road
closures, parking and pedestrian restrictions, airspace
restrictions, maritime restrictions; and provide links to other
on-line information sources. We will post a link to this plan
on the Sheriff’s Office Website at www.pcsoweb.com.
Any questions related to the events should be directed to the
2012 Host Committee’s website at www.2012Tampa.com.
We look forward to serving our residents and visitors in any
way we can during this very busy week in which we exercise
our democracy; and request your cooperation in our
continued effort and commitment to keeping Pinellas safe.
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6 tEsts YOUR dOctOR mAY
NOt tEll YOU AbOUt

by Dr. Stacey Robinson
Advanced Cholesterol Testing: Remember
when the only thing your doctor cared about
was whether your cholesterol was over 200?
Then, we determined that the most
important number was the ratio of your bad
to good cholesterol. Cholesterol testing has
come a long way since. Now we know it is
the lipoprotein particles that carry the cholesterol through
the body and not the cholesterol within them that is
responsible for the plaque production that causes
cardiovascular disease. These lipoprotein groups are the
gold standard in evaluating cardiac risk. And there are
many other markers that can predict a higher risk of
heart disease including homocysteine, cardiac CRP,
Lipoprotein (a), Apo-E genotyping and HS-Omega 3
Index.
Coronary Calcium CT Score: This test is a noninvasive
test using a limited heart CT scan to measure the amount
of plaque in the coronary arteries. Although this test does
not tell you whether the plaque is restricting blood flow to
the heart muscle, it does tell you whether you are forming
coronary plaque, which can help determine how
aggressively to treat risk factors such as high blood
pressure and high cholesterol.
Micronutrient Testing: Have you ever wondered whether
you are getting enough nutrients in your diet or whether
your vitamins are being absorbed and utilized by your
body? This blood test measures 29 different vitamins,
minerals, amino acids, fatty acids, metabolites and

antioxidants inside the cell (not just in the bloodstream)
as well as the cell’s antioxidant capacity.
Urine Pyrilinks or N-Telopeptide: Wouldn’t it be great if
we could measure in real time whether you are losing
bone strength rather than wait until a bone density test
shows that strength has already been lost? Your bone is
in a constant dynamic state of renewal, building up and
breaking down to create new, healthy bone. The
breakdown products can be measured in the urine to
determine the rate of bone loss. This test can be repeated
to see if changes in nutrition, supplements, vitamin D
levels, and exercise are improving the rate of bone loss.
Hormone Saliva Testing: Hormone levels in saliva are
thought to be a better indicator of hormone levels in the
tissue. Saliva testing is more sensitive for evaluating
reproductive hormonal changes that occur as we age and
adrenal hormone changes caused by stress. We can often
alleviate the symptoms related to hormonal changes with
bio-identical hormone creams or other supplements.
ALCAT Test: This blood test evaluates for food sensitivities
that are often the cause of digestive disorders (such as
acid reflux and irritable bowel syndrome), migraines,
obesity, chronic fatigue, skin disorders, asthma, and
ADD. The ALCAT Test measures the cell’s immune
response to various foods, additives, coloring, molds,
and environmental chemicals. Standard allergy testing
only measures for the presence of antibodies, which
indicates exposure rather than intolerance.
Dr. Stacey Robinson is a private physician practicing in
downtown St. Petersburg. She can be reached at (727)
329-8859.Check our website: RobinsonMed.com and
Connect with us on facebook at Robinson Concierge
Medicine and twitter @staceyrmd
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lEt thERE bE light

by Ivy Slotnick

In past articles I’ve covered
lighting topics close to my
heart - interior, outdoor, turtle
safety and even some design
theory. Now I’ll touch on the
most apparent, readily
available and under used
source for light - the sun.
Sunlight is one of nature’s
finest providers of
illumination. Harnessing this light to allow us to see indoors
is practical, affordable, and energy efficient. Allowing
daylight into the home or workplace helps to minimize
reliance on electricity to power artificial light in the space.
In 2010, the US Dept of Energy estimated that 18% of US
electricity consumption is for the purpose of lighting. So, in
essence, if we eliminate the necessity of artificial “electric
powered” light sources during daylight hours, we can
greatly reduce electricity consumption overall.
From a purely aesthetic standpoint, how many times have
you walked into an office or public environment and gone
from daylight to some otherworldly environment that is
oddly tinted or just feels “bad”. The artificial light sources
that are used commonly in our world simply cannot
replicate the natural, positive feeling and light of the sun.
Key advantages of utilizing natural sunlight for interiors are
numerous and broadly include mood elevation, Vitamin D
& C exposure, increased productivity, color accuracy,
brightness, ability to control, easy availability, no cost, less

waste-no bulbs needed, and so forth.
How do we co-exist with sunlight in a safe and useful way?
The control of sunlight into your interior space is paramount.
The traditional method involves opening and closing of
blinds, shutters, drapes and shades. But for many of us, this
is almost impossible in hard to reach locations, oversized
openings, numerous rooms or windows, etc.
Automating window coverings to allow “dayparting” of
sunlight is becoming a widely used method both
commercially and in residential environments, with benefits
that include energy savings, furnishings protection, beauty
and ease of use. Through the use of automation (by way of
dimmers, timers and sensors), we can create and harness
natural light when needed, depending on time of day,
activity, room occupancy and more. For example, with our
residential clients, we often have the master bedroom
shade gently rise prior to wakening (to introduce sunlight),
and automatically close at sunset (or if not in use during the
day – close after the homeowner leaves for work)
The materials used for this purpose are rated for light
transmittance, absorption, UV protection, privacy and more.
So, in essence the covering is an essential factor in how you
orchestrate sunlight and manipulate its intensity to create
the interior environment of your choosing. It’s pretty cool
stuff, adds to the room’s décor, and is really solving both
aesthetic and practical purposes.
So let the sun in, carefully, and conveniently.
Ivy Slotnick is co-creator and founder of Wired Island, specializing
in the design, building and installation of energy efficient, LED
landscape and interior lighting, motorized shades, home
automation systems, audio-music environments and more. She can
be reached at 727.596.6030 or by email, ivy@wiredisland.com.
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RENOURishmENt is UNdERwAY
This is the fifth time the beaches have been renourished
since the program began in 1988. The project is expected
to cost $31.5 million. The areas being renourished are
Sand Key/Belleair Beach from 1310 to 1900 Gulf Blvd.
and from the northern end of Indian Rocks Beach to
16850 North Redington Beach. The contractor will operate
the project from a staging area at the north end of Sand
Key Park. From there, project managers will coordinate the
movement of sand from the dredging site. In May, they
began pumping sand, but it was temporarily stopped
because the sand had too many rocks and again for TS
Debby. Renourishment began again on June 8th.
The project is estimated to take 220 days and be done in
early November. This is all conditional on the weather.
Here are some local official’s thoughts on the project:
Commissioner Karen Seel “We are pleased the beach
renourishment is proceeding well and moving south
rapidly. Given the devastation from Tropical Storm Debby,
we are grateful for the timing of this project.”
Nancy Gonzalez, City Manager, Belleair Beach “Everything
is going well with the renourishment. We have not received
any complaints. We have received calls from visitor who
will be here in July and August asking about the progress.
It could not have come at a better time, given Tropical
Storm Debby’s wrath to our beaches.”
Clearwater Mayor & Sand Key Resident George Cretekos
“Tropical Storm Debby reminds us of the importance of
beach renourishment projects, sand dunes and the
possible need to evacuate. It is hoped that much of the
newly deposited sand that was taken from the beach will
be replaced by Mother Nature from the new sandbar
appearing off the Sand Key shoreline. I am pleased
Congressman Bill Young spoke to the Corp. of Engineers
and other colleagues about the damage to all of the
Pinellas Beaches, while work was delayed. I remain
confident that the renourishment will be completed.”
STATUS OF EACH AREA
Sand Key and Belleair Beach - The Sand Key phase of the
project includes Sand Key and Belleair Beach. This is 1.9
miles. It will get 65% of the sand, about 700,000 cubic
yards. They are finished with Sand Key and are now
working on Belleair Beach with the hope of finishing by the
first week of August.
Indian Rocks Beach - The plan is to start here around
August 19 and end about September 24th. The Indian
Rocks Beach, portion will move 350,000 cubic yards. The
main pipeline will come ashore around 15th Avenue and
again around Central Avenue at the south end of IRB.
Indian Shores, Redington Shores, North Redington Beach
This portion begins the last week of September and will
continue the whole month of October.
Visit pinellascounty.org/environment/coastalMngmt/sandkey.htm
for more information about this project and the current timelines.
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Business Briefs...
cAssi & cO. REOpENs After
24 years, owner Sandee Shaw
retired and sold her shop in
the Plaza 100 Building to
Darby Witkamp. After a short
closure to reorganize, Cassi &
Co. reopened as a premiere
coastal boutique with warm
and inviting customer service.
They still carry the same lines
that Sandee Shaw did,
however they added some
new lines, too. With their
expanded offerings they offer
apparel lines with everything from casual to couture
including sleepwear, intimates, gifts and accessories.
They also are the exclusive area boutique for Shea Terra,
a line of organic skin care and have expanded their
jewelry lines. Stop in and ask them about their customer
loyalty program: The Cabana Club.
_________________________________________________
UNdER cONstRUctiON Finally the plans to remodel
Surf & Turf, in the Belleair Shopping Center have been
approved and work began in late July. Manager Michael
Walguarnery says they will remain open during the
remodel, which will last until the first of November. Many
things are being done. The store will have a completely
new look, seating for an inside café, and be expanded to
allow for more product display.
____________________________
AwARd wiNNiNg ARtist
Largo’s Frame Factory & Gallery
is proud to present Clearwater
artist, Frank Saso, founder of
the National Graphic Artist
Guild to their Art Gallery.
Frank’s Caribbean paintings are
on display at the Gallery
including “Island Treasures”,
which was chosen ‘Best of
Show’ at the Longboat Key
Center for the Arts. Besides a
very busy custom frame
department, the Art Gallery has
an extensive and varied collection of artwork from many
Florida Artists and Artists from all over the USA. Open
from 9:30 am to 5:30 pm, Monday through Saturday,
Frame Factory & Gallery is located at 600 East Bay
Drive. Stop by and meet owner Mary Byrd and her staff.
You will be pleasantly surprised to find so many hidden
treasures throughout the Gallery. 727.581.0322
_________________________________________________
NOw OpEN Ascentia Holistics, an Advanced Natural
Health and Wellness Center offers an extremely effective
approach to feeling fabulous through a unique fusion of
ancient wisdom and today's quantum physics. They use a
whole person approach that includes functional health
evaluation, “cell resonant” nutritional support, whole
foods, stress reduction, biofeedback, energetic remedies,
and healthy lifestyle coaching and education. Paige and
the staff at Ascentia will guide you in creating energy and
natural anti-aging, balancing moods and hormones,
and achieving a healthy body weight and lifestyle. Call
614-9777 for your free consultation and the 100-Point
Wellness Scan, with the mention of the “Belleair
Neighborhood Newsletter” - normally a $100.00 value.
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More Business Briefs...
mikE’s AUtO The
corner in Belleair Bluffs
that has been home to
Mike’s Belleair Auto
Repair, has been sold.
Mike Michaels recently
retired after serving the
community for 31
years. Mike, a
mechanic since he was
just 16 years old, knew
early on he wanted to
own his own business. “I bought this place 30 years
ago. It was a Texaco station,” Michaels said. “After a
few years, Texaco left and I stopped selling gas and just
continued with service and repairs.” Mike now 68, lives
in Safety Harbor but considers Belleair Bluffs his
adopted city. Joey Phelps, Mike’s long time senior
mechanic, is keeping the shop open for now. Phelps
has plans to improve the property and eventually
possibly develop it into a restaurant or sports bar. He is
finalizing a new site plan and will present it soon.
_________________________________________________
shOppEs Of sANd kEY sOld RNJ Sand Key LLC
from Boca Raton, purchased the center for $9.1 million.
Property Manager, Neal Hamuy, told us they plan to
continue operating the center with some remodeling, and
an upgrade to the tenant mix. But it is already 90%
occupied, including The Columbia Restaurant,
Backwaters Café and smaller merchants. The owners
also own stores in Johns Pass Village in Madeira Beach
and in Key West. The sale was handled by Pinellas
Realtors Klein & Heuchan. Mark Klein was quoted as
saying, “The Shoppes of Sand Key represent a fantastic
opportunity for future high density redevelopment.”
President of the Sand Key Civic Association Dick Jackson
hopes, “If the shops prosper, Sand Key will have saved its
only shopping center, and everyone will be happy.”
_________________________________________________
ROxY fROzEN YOgURt is now open in the Bluffs
Plaza at West Bay Drive & Indian Rocks Road in Belleair
Bluffs. Enjoy their soft serve frozen treat with lots of
toppings. including fruit, candies and berries.
_________________________________________________
mUNchiEs If your dog hungry for something new,
Munchies is the place for you! This new pet food and
accessories store is moving into the Belleair Bluffs
Shopping Center. Run by mother / daughter team
Carla Wiza and Anne Hurley, all of their pet food is
natural. They plan to be open by mid-August and will
have a Grand Opening Saturday, September 8th with
prizes, treats for your pets, and free photos of you and
your pet. They will be located at 2896 West Bay Drive,
between Radiance and Surf & Turf. They have another
store in Oldsmar. Get more info on their web site at
MunchiesNaturalPetFoods.com.
____________________________________
ANthONY dEgiNA lARgO mEdicAl
cENtER’s NEw cEO Degina comes to
Largo Medical Center with almost three
decades of healthcare experience,
managing hospitals from 49 to 560 beds.
He received his B.S. in Health Care
Administration from Providence College in
Rhode Island and his Masters of Hospital Administration
at Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas.
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Organizational News...
Remember
Grandparents Day
September 9

bEllEAiR bEAch islANd gARdEN clUb
They meet the third Wednesday of each month (October
through April) at the Community Center, Belleair Beach,
10:30am. Their next meeting is in October. Contact Lois
O’Donnel, President, 595-1349 for information.
bEllEAiR gARdEN clUb
They meet on the first and second Wednesday of each
month at the Belleair Garden Club at 903 Ponce de Leon
Blvd. in the Town of Belleair from October to May.
Membership is $50 per year.
They are hosting a Summer Pot Luck event September 5 at
11:30am. Bring a dish to share and guests are welcome.
Attire is casual. Members and guest should bring a dish to
share for 8 to 10 people. The next regularly scheduled
meeting is October 3rd at 1pm. October 10th is a Coffee
and speaker on Horticulture at 9:30am. Guests are
welcome. Call Barbara Chapman, 581-8929 or E-mail
BChapman1234@Gmail.com, for information or to RSVP.
bEllEAiR bEAch lAdiEs lUNchEON clUb
They meet monthly on the second Tuesday. There are no
meetings scheduled until October. Membership is open
to area residents at $15 a year. To join, please call
Barbara Chapman 581-8929.
gREAtER bEllEAiR YOUNg wOmEN’s sOciEtY The
club is in recess for the summer. However, some ongoing
group activities such as Canasta, Bunko, knitting,
duplicate bridge and Scrabble will continue to meet at
their previously scheduled times. The "Welcome Back"
September general meeting will be held September 6 with
a 6pm social hour followed by 7pm dinner.
The GBYWS was established in 1979 to promote
friendship through social activities and community service.
Members of the society must be women, 21 years of age
and reside in the Belleair / Belleair Bluffs general area. If
you would like to attend a meeting, have questions, or
would like to know more about the organization, visit
www.GBYWS.org or call Ruth Ann, Membership 446-6463.
bEllEAiR sOciAl clUb
is open to all seniors living in the greater Belleair area.
They meet at 9am every Tuesday morning in the back of
Panera Bread for coffee and socializing. Sunday evenings
they meet at a restaurant. In between, they plan pot luck
suppers, movie nights, day trips to area attractions and a
monthly luncheons. Call Vi Swift at 586-1691 for
information.
AmERicAN lEgiON
In a moving Patriotic ceremony June 23, new Officers for
the American Legion Auxiliary, Post 7, were installed: Pat
Day, Member at Large; Muriel Walker, Chaplain; Shirley
Busuttil, Member at Large. Georgia Pettibone, Treasurer;
Lou Luaster, Historian; Gigi Janesik, President; Jackie
Leach, Secretary; Alice Roile , 2nd Vice President; Phyllis
Stinger, 1st Vice President, Laurelee Bernard, Sargent at
Arms and Jody Keck, Member at Large.
They meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 at
Turner Brandon, Post 7 at 1760 Turner St., Clearwater. All
the money generated by their activities supports our
Veterans and their families. They welcome new members.
Call Gigi Janesik at 799-4216 for more information
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Organizational News...
bEllEAiR ciVic AssOciAtiON They are still collecting
information for their new directory, which will be distributed
to all residents in early 2013. They want all information to
be current so your help is urgently needed. If you were
listed in the 2011-2012 directory, please review your
information, and send all corrections to: Belleair Civic
Association, 901 Ponce de Leon Blvd., Belleair, FL 33756,
email it to belleairdirectory2012@gmail.com or put it in
the drop box at Town Hall. New residents can pick up a
pamphlet/application at Town Hall or at the Dimmitt
Community Center. Interested in advertising in the
directory? E-mail belleairdirectory2012@gmail.com. The
directory is published every two years, but membership
dues are paid yearly. Please send your application and
$15.00 check to the BCA in care of Town of Belleair. BCA
membership dollars go to support recreational activities,
which benefit Belleair residents of all ages. Please join
today and thanks for your continued support!
bEllEAiR bRidgE clUb plays at City Hall Auditorium,
twice a week, all year. It is coordinated by the Belleair
Recreation Center. Call Betty Grandoff at 669-5283 or the
Belleair Rec Center to join.
bEllEAiR ROtARY clUb
Their Installation of Officers and Awards Banquet was held
the evening of June 30 at Belleair Country Club and was
well attended by members and guests. The new officers
are President Ana Maria Schweitzer, Past President Karen
Crown, Treasurer Christina Dickson, Secretary JoAnn
Bruner, President Elect Joyce Baskin, Sandy Cotterman,
John Gallant and Allan Baker.
Karen Crown presented several awards, including Rotarian
of the Year - Bob Bialas, “Service Above Self” - Hal Smith,
Employee of the Year - Monte Lazzara of Belleair Country
Club.
Rotary is one of the largest and most influential
international humanitarian service organizations in the
world. There are 1.2 million members worldwide
belonging to more than 33,000 Rotary clubs in more than
200 countries and geographical areas. As volunteers,
Rotary members have been serving the needs of
communities worldwide since 1905. This year’s Rotary
International theme is “Peace Through Service”.
The Rotary in the Town of Belleair meets every Thursday at
12:15pm at the Belleair Country Club. The third Thursday
of every month is the general assembly and Board
meeting. The remaining meetings in June are 21st and th.
They have events throughout the year and proceeds benefit
many local charities.
Proceeds benefit their many charities, including Belleair
Elementary (Bicycles for Reading, Adopt a classroom),
Upper Pinellas UPARC, the Salvation Army, Polio
Eradication, the Rotary Foundation and other local causes.
thE clEARwAtER YAcht clUb
Even if you don’t have a boat, you can join the Clearwater
Yacht Club in Clearwater Beach. Half of their members
don’t have a boat. Most of their social activities center
around regular parties. Many events are held at their
inhouse restaurant or Tiki Bar out back. Learn more about
the Clearwater Yacht Club at www. Clwyc.org. Send an
email to Communications@CLWYC.org or call 447-6000.
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Restaurant News...

E & E cElEbRAtEs 27 YEARs “We opened Eugen on a
Monday and due to Hurricane Elena we had to shut down
before we even got through our first weekend,” said owner
Eugen Fuhrmann. “Much has changed in 27 years,
including our name, but we're proud to have been in the
same place serving great food to many of the same
faces.” Eugen Fuhrmann, partner Chef Erwin Scheuringer
and General Manager Bill Brandt have all been with the
restaurant since its inception, with only Brandt taking a
short fishing break in South Florida.
E&E Stakeout Grill, a community favorite has won many
awards in many magazine and newspapers with the latest
being in 2010, receiving accolades from Tampa Bay
Newspapers for “Best Steak” and Tampa Bay Magazine for
“Best new American food.” It is located at 100 N. Indian
Rocks Road in Belleair Bluffs.
_________________________
fREd flEmiNg gONE
Anyone who ever attended
St. Pete’s Rib Fest knew Fred.
He grew up in Pass A Grill
and started Fred Fleming’s
Famous BBQ on 4th Street
N., which is now Lucky B’s
BBQ. He lost that site, but in
2010 Fleming returned to the area and opened
Champions on 4th Street, virtually across the street from
his previous restaurant. When he wasn’t running
restaurants, he was making sauces, called Fat Fred’s,
partially because at 5’ 11” he was 290 pounds. Those
sauces helped him win more than 100 first place awards
at various ribfests. Fred who passed away June 30th will
be
missed, as much as his BBQ.
_________________________________________________
A wEstshORE bREAkfAst Westshore Pizza is now
open at 7am to serve you breakfast including breakfast
pizzas, specialty sandwiches, and lots of coffee. Give them
a try, the next time you are in the Bluffs for breakfast.
______________
ON tV Café de
Paris, the little
French bakery in
Indian Rocks
Beach, will be
on Channel 13
Fox TV on
Monday August
6 at 7am. Fox
reporter Charlie
Belcher will be broadcasting from there with Sand Key
resident The Love Chef. Café de Paris recently won the
“Best Breakfast” Reader’s Choice award, by readers of
Indian Rocks Beach issue of this newsletter.
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bEllEAiR mARkEt UpdAtE
The second quarter of 2012 has
seen an improvement in the
Belleair Market for single family
homes. There have been 15 nonwaterfront homes sales this quarter
compared to 12 sales in the first
quarter of 2012, and there are 16
sale pending properties. In
addition, the inventory is shrinking;
we have 38 non-waterfront homes
on the market as opposed to 42
during the first quarter! The highest
non-waterfront home sold this quarter was $545,000
located on Flamingo Road. However, The Thorn
Collection has since closed a home sale that was off the
water for $950,000. The highest sale off the water since
the first of the year was also sold by The Thorn
Collection at $1,200,000.
When it comes to waterfront sales this quarter, Belleair had
the highest in the County. The Thorn Collection closed the
home at 130 Willadel for $6,200,000 – this was also
higher than Hillsborough’s sales for this quarter!
All of this just continues to prove that Belleair is a great
place to live and people are continuing to see its value.
The Thorn Collection publishes a quarterly report, The
Thorn Report, showing the average and highest sales in
the surrounding areas. For your free copy call The Thorn
Collection, Coldwell Banker at 727-432-9019 or visit
them at their new location 598 N. Indian Rocks Road,
Belleair Bluffs.
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tURN tO tExtiNg dURiNg disAstERs

by Commission Chair Karen Williams Seel
Now that we are in the 2012 Atlantic
hurricane season, it’s time to take a good
look at our plans just in case the worst
happens. It may seem difficult to believe, but
it has been 91 years since Pinellas County
last saw the landfall of a hurricane on our
coast. Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne in
2004 both brought only tropical-storm-force
winds to the Tampa Bay area. Imagine what even a
Category 1 hurricane would be able to do.
That’s why we have to hope for the best, but prepare for
the worst. In addition to the standard preparedness tips of
having your supplies of drinking water and nonperishable
foods, there’s another essential need before, during and
after a storm – the need to communicate. This year, there
are two new and interesting initiatives that will help.
First, FEMA, the Federal Communications Commission and
the country’s cellular phone carriers have established the
Wireless Emergency Alert system. This program allows
authorities to send emergency messages to all cellular
phones in a specific region. Important safety messages –
including presidential declarations, imminent threat
warnings and Amber Alerts for missing people – are sent
free of charge to all phones in the targeted cell phone area.
This has been a missing component for emergency
managers and law enforcement to create a real-time
emergency alert system people can take with them. The
beauty is that your alert device- your cell phone - travels

with you. While you are here in Pinellas County, you will
receive the messages, which affect our area. But, if you were
to travel out of Pinellas County on vacation or on business,
you will receive the alerts to that specific locale. In effect,
your cell phone will serve as your weather alert radio.
Cell phone users are allowed to opt out of receiving Amber
Alerts and other imminent-threat warnings, but they could
be without critical warnings that just might save their lives.
Most phones made after 2010 are equipped with hardware
and software to process these new alerts. To check if your
phone is equipped to receive these messages, be sure to
contact your cell phone provider to ask if your specific
phone model can receive the wireless emergency alerts.
Another effort revolves around using text messaging to
communicate with friends and family. In the event of a
disaster, people want to call loved ones to ensure they are
safe. This increased call volume, paired with cell phone
tower damage or power outages, can prevent calls from
being connected. There is another method of
communicating that has proven to be useful: texting.
This year, Pinellas County has unveiled a new program
called Teens Teaching Texting, where we have enlisted the
help of the experts – teenagers. Many teens are well-versed
in using this feature, and the program encourages these
teenagers to teach other less tech-savvy users know how to
use the service. The program is still in its infancy, so be sure
to look for more updates as we move into the season.
For information on these initiatives or general hurricane
preparedness, visit www.pinellascounty.org/emergency or
call (727) 464-3800.
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clEARwAtER jAzz hOlidAY
Now in its 33rd year, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday will present, in concert
between October 18 and 21, 2012 some of the finest talents including;
Esperanza Spalding Radio Music Society, The Avett Brothers, Mindi Abair and
Friends featuring Jeff Golub and David Pack and Bonnie Raitt! Continuing
with its diverse music lineup in 2012, the Clearwater Jazz Holiday is sure to
appeal to the tens of thousands of visitors attracted to this world-class event,
the third weekend in October each year.
One of the longest-running and known events in the country, the Clearwater
Jazz Holiday has presented in concert virtually every jazz luminary of our
generation. The mission of the Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation is to be
the leading proponent of jazz entertainment and education in Florida through
the annual presentation of a world-class, live music festival. The Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation is a 501c3
organization that has been center-stage for numerous scholarship and educational activities to benefit the music students
of our community-from the blues-loving beginners to piano-playing protégés, and everyone in between.
A collaboration of the Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation, City of Clearwater, Ruth Eckerd Hall and the Clearwater Jazz
Holiday Jazz Force, the all volunteer staff that orchestrates every chord of this eight-to-the-bar event, sets the stage for this
year’s celebration for the most recognized national and regional artists together with celebrated local acts. From smooth
and straight ahead jazz, to rhythm and blues, jam band, funk, fusion, and Latin, the crowds will relish in this year's colorful
and diverse musical lineup -thanks to the continued support from the community, volunteers and thousands of music lovers.
Presented in the 20-acre landscaped Coachman Park in downtown Clearwater overlooking beautiful Clearwater Harbor
and the majestic Memorial Causeway Bridge, the Jazz Holiday is four days and four nights of some of the best live
performances in the world presented to the public. The visitor experience is complemented by the Clearwater area’s mild
fall weather, miles of world-famous Gulf beaches, brilliant sunsets, nearby attractions, accommodations and dining to suit
every taste and budget.
Tickets now available for $10 in advance! Children 12 and under are FREE with a paid admission. Limited Reserved
Seating and VIP tickets along with Daily, Four-Day and Weekend tickets packages are available. Purchase your General
Admission, VIP or Reserved Seat TODAY! No exchanges, refunds or Re-entry. The VIP and Reserved seat allows you the
opportunity to get up close to the Tampa Bay Times stage and includes one reserved seat in the front area of the stage on
the day you select. The purchase of the Reserved seat includes admission to Coachman Park. For more information, call
the Clearwater Jazz Holiday office at (727) 461-5200, or visit www.clearwaterjazz.com or facebook.com/ClearwaterJazz
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Members of the Boat Club enjoyed an island party
and fireworks July 4th.

iRb bOAt clUb

MEETINGS - They meet at Jimmy Guana’s (Holiday Inn
Harborside) on the third Thursday of the month. There is
no meeting in August , but they will resume again
September 20th at 6pm.
NEXT EVENTS AT A GLANCE:
August 12: Island Party at Three Rooker
September 1: Gulfport for Gekofest
September 22: End of Summer
Island Party
September 30: Clearwater Beach
Boat Races
See the complete list of Boat Club
events, pictures and more at
IRBHome.com or follow us on
Facebook.com/IRBhomeowners.
Call Bob Griffin at 517-1997 or email
BoatClub@IRBhome.com.

lARRY AhERN wANts
tO REpREsENt YOU iN
thE flORidA hOUsE
Larry Ahern has lived in our
community for 35 years - running a
successful small business, raising a
family and volunteering for his church
and non-profits.
With seven brothers and a sister, Larry
learned early on the value of responsibility, discipline and
hard work. After serving in the United States Air Force, he
chose Pinellas County as his home.
•Larry knows what it takes to create jobs because he has
done it in our community. He started his pool company at
the age of 26 and grew it to more than 20 employees and
600 clients. As your voice for District 66, Larry will help
create jobs by cutting red tape and streamlining regulations.
•Larry’s commitment to you is to make government more
efficient, effective and affordable. Larry will keep families
and small business taxes low, bringing real accountability
for how the government spends your hard-earned money.
•Larry will ensure our children and grandchildren receive
a world-class education by putting more dollars in the
classrooms and giving parents more choices. He voted for
more than $1-billion in new education funding without
raising taxes.
Larry and his wife, Maureen Byrne Ahern, have three
grown daughters. For information about Larry, visit
www.larryahern.com or call the campaign office at 727851-9877.
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Larry
Ahern, Republican, for Florida House District 66.
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stREss hAs bEEN pROVEN tO
cONtRibUtE tO disEAsE
Ascentia Holistics, Inc. announces the launch of their new
NanoSRT Wellness System, which uses bio-energetic stress
reduction therapy to identify stressors contributing to illness.
Stress is a contributing factor in more than 75% of illness
and disease. Research suggests stress contributes to many
ailments including musculo-skeletal disorders,
headaches/migraines, common colds, sinusitis, digestive
issues, insomnia, depression, dependency, nausea, skin
irritations, excessive weight gain/weight loss, allergies and
asthma, heart disease, ADD/ADHD and others.
The NanoSRT Wellness System provides a non-invasive
therapy to effectively manage the stress and maintain your
optimal health. “We are exposing ourselves to more stress
than ever”, says Paige Clarke, Director of Ascentia
Holistics, Inc. “Whether it’s financial, family, environmental
such as hay fever or pollen, work-related or other types of
stress, these take a toll on our health”.
During the first visit, patients receive a 100-point Wellness
Scan utilizing an FDA-cleared biofeedback device that
identifies what stressors may be contributing toward their
health issues. The system is capable of detecting over
50,000 stressors. During therapy sessions, bio-energetic
frequencies, unique to each person, are transmitted into
the body, conditioning it to no longer react negatively to
the stressors. Most patients require 4-7 sessions.
Contact Paige Clarke at Ascentia Holistics, Inc. 614-9777
and mention this article to schedule your complimentary
consultation and 100-point Wellness Scan, or email
ascentiaholistics@yahoo.com. The office is located at 205
N. Indian Rocks Road, Belleair Bluffs.

