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With talk of a new baseball stadium, 
we thought it might be a good time 
to review how today’s stadium was 

built. The story starts many years before the 
Devil Rays played their first Major League 
Baseball game on March 31, 1995. 
The road to baseball began in 1977, when 
Corinne Freeman, St. Petersburg’s first and only 
female mayor, was elected. The economy was 
stagnant and depressed. Several leaders started 
a campaign to bring major league baseball to 
St. Petersburg. Freeman not only jumped on the 
baseball bandwagon, she led the charge. To 
help, the Florida legislature created the Pinellas 
Sports Authority (PSA) and in 1980, funded it 
with $125,000 to conduct feasibility studies and 
to start a site selection process. 
In 1981, the PSA proposed three sites for a 
stadium: Gandy Boulevard east of 4th Street, 
the Carillon Parkway Area, and the Sod Farm 
(an area north of Gandy and west of I-275.) 
“Freeman knew a project like this was big and 

would have its distractors,” said David Fischer, Mayor from 1991 to 2001. “But she also knew a project like this had to be built 
with municipal bonds, and the laws concerning bonds to build stadiums were changing and actually would be coming to an end 
soon.”
In February 1982, the City Council adopted an Intown Redevelopment Plan that established financing for the revitalization 
of four downtown areas including an area known as The Gas Plant. It was named for two huge cylinders that held the city’s 
natural gas supply, remnants of the municipally owned gas system built in 1914. Because the chosen locations didn’t fit their 
revitalization efforts, The City offered the Gas Plant site for the stadium. The PSA approved and by November agreed to lease 
the Gas Plant site for 30 years at $1 per year. The site, originally 66 acres, was expanded to 86 acres to add additional parking 
as suggested by Major League Baseball. 
“The ultimate site selection really had more to do with urban redevelopment than 
where was the best location for baseball fans,” said Bob Stewart, former Chairman 
of the Pinellas County Commission and former St Pete City Councilman. “It was 
not where the stadium could draw the most fans, but where politicians hoped the 
downtown urban area would be redeveloped—or continue to grow. Looking back, the 
ultimate site selection really had more to do with urban redevelopment than what was 
the best location for baseball fans,” Stewart adds. 
Within a year, the County Commission voted 3 to 2 to pledge a portion of the 
county’s tourism bed tax to help build a baseball stadium. On December 31st, 1983, 
$61 million in short-term bond anticipation notes were sold. The proceeds were 
earmarked for the construction of a future baseball stadium. 
In early 1984, the City began to acquire the Gas Plant site, a long-established African 
American neighborhood. 285 buildings were demolished, 522 households were 
relocated and more than 30 businesses moved or closed to make room for the new 
stadium. Later, the Laurel Park Housing Project on 16th Street S. was acquired from 
the St Pete Housing Authority and demolished.
In November, the project financing hit a roadblock. George Greer, who was against the stadium, defeated incumbent County 
Commissioner Gabe Cazares, who supported the stadium. Two weeks later, the new County Commission voted to abandon 

their interlocal agreement to finance the stadium. The City of St 
Petersburg and the PSA sued Pinellas County. The next year, the 
courts forced the county to honor its agreement and help fund the 
stadium. 
In 1985, Ed Cole replaced Freeman as Mayor and had to lead 
the baseball effort, although he was never a big supporter of the 
endeavor. 

buiLDiNG the fLoriDa SuNcoaSt Dome
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CITY NUMBERS
 citY haLL   595-2517
 Mon - Fri, 7:30am to 4pm
1507 Bay Palm Blvd 
 www.Indian-Rocks-Beach.com 

citY maNaGer Gregg Mims 595-2517
maYor/citY commiSSioN  517-0204
maYor - R.B. Johnson 
commiSSioNerS — 
Cookie Kennedy • Terry Wollin Vice 
Mayor • Phil Hanna • Ed Hoofnagle 
Building Dept: Dan Weigner    517-0404
Planning & Zoning:                  517-0404
Public Services: Dean Scharmen 595-6889
 Mon - Fri, 7am to 3:30pm
Solid Waste/Trash Pickup         595-6889
eLectricitY                           443-2641
phoNe (reSiDeNtiaL)  800-483-4000
phoNe (buSiNeSS)       800-483-5000
Water                                  464-4000
cabLe (briGht houSe)        329-5020
--------------------------------------------
irb LibrarY                          596-1822
  Mon-Fri 10-5pm, Sat 10-1pm 
Irb hiStoricaL muSeum    593-3861
  Wed - Sat, 10am to 2pm
irb homeoWNer aSSoc.   692-7867
  Joe McCall, President - IRBHome.com 
irb boat cLub
  Bob Griffin IRBboatclub.com    517-1997
beach art ceNter        596-4331
  1515 Bay Palm Blvd., Mon-Fri 8:45am to 4pm
poSt office                     596-2894
  204 4th Ave. Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30; Sat 9a-12p
irb rotarY, Bruce Sobut,         403-4060
  Meets at Jimmy Guana’s every Wed. 7:15AM

actioN 2000 Eric Meyer       744-0123
  Meets 2nd Mon each month Beach Art Ctr
beach fooD paNtrY                517-2534
  1615 First St. M-W-F 10 am-12 pm
thrift ceNter of irb   596-8868
  Tue & Sat, 10am to 2pm, Thu 5 to 8pm
LittLe LeaGue              574-339-9248
irb WeLcome ceNter         595-4575
aa & aL-aNoN meetiNGS           595-1038
--------------------------------------------
emerGeNcieS:                             9-1-1
Sheriff NoN-emerGeNcieS  582-6200
Sheriff DiSpatch               582-6177
irb fire StatioN                 595-1117
-------------------------------------------
piNeLLaS couNtY iNfo          464-3000
commiSSioN officeS          464-3377 
   Karen Seel                      464-3278
State:
Senator Jack Latvala         727-793-2797
   Republican, District 20
   26133 US Hwy19 N. Ste 201, Clearwater
  Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov
Representative Larry Ahern   727-395-2512
   Republican, District 66
   8383 Seminole Blvd. Suite B, Seminole
   larry.ahern@myfloridahouse.gov
Governor Rick Scott
  Rick.Scott@myflorida.com 
fLoriDa uNiteD StateS SeNatorS:
  Marco Rubio                                   202-224-3041
  www.Rubio.Senate.gov
Bill Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . 202-224-5274
  www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
area uNiteD StateS repreSeNtatiVe:
David Jolly                          727-392-4100
  9210 113th St, Seminole, Fl 33772
  www.house.gov/jolley 

This newsletter is published by 
GRIFFIN PRODUCTIONS, Inc. 
and is mailed to every occupied 
residence in Clearwater Beach’s zip 
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with the City of Indian Rocks Beach.
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more information.
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INdIaN RoCkS BEaCh 
NEIghBoRhood NEwSlETTER 
Inside, you will find articles and 
local information about the nearby 
area. We call it a Neighborhood 
Newsletter because it is primarily 
about your neighborhood, Indian 
Rocks Beach. This newsletter is 
printed every other month and 
mailed to every occupied house in 
the city.
Do you need another copy? Ask for 
them at USA Grocers, CVS Drug 
Store, or any Indian Rocks Real 
Estate office.        
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. 
We want your input. Did you like 
this issue? What suggestions do you 
have for future articles? Call or email 
us with your comments, or take our 
online survey at beachnewsletters.com.
Thank you for reading,
Bob & Becky Griffin, 727-517-1997 
bob@griffindirectories.com

See You aGaiN iN 
NoVember!

SEpTEMBER
Gekofest Gulfport                               3 
Labor Day Public Schools Closed         5
Homeowners Happy Hour                   8
IRB Public Safety Day                         10
Boat Club Island Party                       10
Grandparents Day                            11
Patriots Day                                    11
Bucs First Game                             11
City Commission Meeting                 13
IRB Boat Club Meeting                      15
Seminole Chemical Collection           17
Boat Club Island Party                 17 
Autumn Begins                                  22
Blast Friday Coachman Park              23
Offshore Power Boat Race                 25
National Coffee Day                   29 
Coachman Park Power Boat Display             30 
oCToBER 
Invasion Rocks the Beach                   1
City Occupational Licenses Due         1
Household Chemical Collection         1
Blessing Of The Animals COTI           1
Invasion Rocks the Beach                   1
Offshore Power Boat Race                  2
Coffee With A Cop                            4
Oktoberfest In Irb (Saturday)              8

Blessing Of Animals Calvary Church  8
SPCA 3k Pet Walk                             8
Hispanic Heritage Concert Coachman   9
Columbus Day Holiday                   10
Yom Kipper                             11-12
City Commission Meeting                12
Schools Closed                                12
Homeowners Happy Hour               13
Clearwater Jazz Holiday             13-16
Coastal Clean Up                            15
Stone Crab Season Opens               15
St Patrick’s Catholic School Fair  20-23 
Keegans Stone Crab Event          21-23
Stone Crab Festivals Clearwater  22-23 
Country Jubilee Heritage Village      22
Hallow-Fest Kolb Park                      22
Boat Club Intracoastal Clean Up      29
Johns Pass Seafood Festival        29-30
Halloween                                      31
 NovEMBER
Property Tax Bills Mailed                    1
All Saints Day                                    1
Historical Society Fall Luncheon          5
King of the Beach                              5
Belleair Beach City Garage Sale         5
Daylight Savings Time Ends               6
Community Clean Up Week           7-9

 caLeNDar of upcomiNG eVeNtS

CREdITS
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oN SaLe NoW 
Fall is almost 
here and its 
time to starting 
thinking about 
your 2017 
calendars. The 
new “Save 
Our Cottages 
Calendar” 
by the Plein 
Aire Cottage 
Artists are hot 
off the presses 

and available at The Indian Rocks History Museum, 
The Library, Octoberfest, Kooky Coconut, The Welcome 
Center, Cookie Cutter, Cafe de Paris, Jana’s, Island Bead 
Shop,and Sandy’s. Proceeds from calendars sold by the 
museum, the library, and Octoberfest are donated to 
those organizations. 
heLp a chiLD Guardian ad Litem (GAL) Program of 
Pinellas and Pasco Counties is seeking volunteers to 
be advocates for abused and neglected children. GAL 
volunteers are the child’s voice in court and out of the 
courtroom make sure their needs are being met. GAL 
volunteer’s only goal is the child’s best interest and many 
times they are the only consistent adult in the child’s 
life. In our community, the number of foster children 
is staggering - almost 3,000 children a year, and over 
1,000 of them are waiting for their volunteer advocate. 
GAL needs your help to ensure every child has a voice in 
court. To find out more about becoming a GAL volunteer, 
visit guardianadlitem6.org/whatis.php or email Amy 
Foster at AmyF@galf6.org. Volunteer opportunities are 
available in all areas, not just as an advocate. 
beach cLeaN up Keep Indian Rocks Beach clean 
on Saturday, October 15th when the City participates 
in Keep Pinellas Beautiful. To help, show up at the 
18th Avenue Beach Access at 8am. You will be given 
instructions and a garbage bag. At the end of the clean 
up, you will be fed hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks 
by the City’s Public Works Department. If you want to 
schedule a large group like a school, church scouts or 
club, please call Calvin Warren in Public Works. 
Learn more about at www.KPBCares.org.
       

No turN oN reaD 
If you haven’t seen them, 
there are rebuilt signs at 
the Walsingham Rd and 
Gulf Blvd intersection 
prohibiting ALL right 
turns on red. The signs 
are posted for turning 
East onto Walsingham 
Rd. and north onto 
Gulf Blvd. Many people 
apparently do not see 
them and have still 
been turning on red. 
The Pinellas County Sheriff’s office says since it is new, they 
have been in the warning stage, when they stop drivers. Be 
aware: The warning period is ending soon. 

Did You Know
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cLearWater 
paSS Even 
though the 
pass was 
dredged just 
two years 
ago, boaters 
entering or 
exiting through 
Clearwater Point (north of the Clearwater Pass Bridge) 
have noticed it has already shoaled and is once again 
a very shallow waterway. Bill Morris, Director of the City 
Clearwater Marina, asked the City of Clearwater to 
allocate money for a private contract to dredge it. The 
request was granted and it will begin after Labor Day 
They hope to dredge it regularly after that. 
hoW oLD iS Your Smoke aLarm? Fire Prevention 
Week (Oct. 9-15) is just around the corner, and the Fire 
Department wants to make sure your smoke alarm is 
current and functional. They should be replaced every 
10 years, and smoke alarm batteries should be changed 
each time you change your clocks for Daylight Savings 
Times.
To find out how old a smoke alarm is, look at the 
manufacture date on the back of the alarm. Smoke 
alarms provide early warning should a fire break out in 
your home or business.  
boat iNSpectioNS The Coast Guard Auxiliary offers 
free vessel safety checks at Clearwater’s Seminole Boat 
Ramp and Belleair’s Beach Causeway Boat Ramp on the 
first Saturday of every month. For more information, call 
469-8895. 

SaiLiNG camp Three sessions of kids joined the ranks 
of “Intrepid Sailors” at the Indian Rocks Family Sailing 
Association’s Clearwater Yacht Club summer youth 
sailing camp. The young graduates, ages 6-14, hail from 
communities across Florida and as far away as Colorado. 
The six week basic sailing summer camp program also 
stresses character formation and leadership development.
Indian Rocks Family Sailing Association began in 2001 at 
Calvary Episcopal Church Indian Rocks Beach. In 2013, it 
became an independent 501(c) (3) and now offers programs 
at Clearwater Yacht Club as well as Calvary Episcopal 
Church. They offer a variety of opportunities to learn to sail 
year round and are open to children and adults (ages 7+). 
Contact their Program Director at (727) 510-6153 or by 
e-mail: frbob.wagenseil@gmail.com.
 
our Next iSSue iS iN NoVember Read this issue, 
as well as others, online at BeachNewsletters.com.

and More...
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LiViNG iN LuxurY iN 33785
or Not?

By Gordon Obarski, Real Estate Broker Gordon Realty House
Is your home or condo in Indian Rocks 
Beach or Indian Shores considered 
“luxury” real estate? 
According to leading software 
mapper ESRI, zip code 33785 is the 
6th wealthiest zip code in Pinellas 
County. The #1 position belongs to our 
neighbors to the north: Belleair Beach 
and Belleair Shore. And, if luxury real 
estate was totally defined by price, that’s 
where we’d stop. But, it’s not. 

In fact, the “luxury” definition is somewhat subjective 
and has more to do with perception than anything else. 
It’s easier to define what it isn’t: Luxury isn’t just stately 
grandeur or a subdivision track home with a high price 
tag. In some circles, “luxury” is reserved for specific 
upscale areas like Aspen, Beverly Hills, the Hamptons, 
etc. By other standards, any property appraised at 
$1 million or higher is luxury. (It’s $2 million in San 
Francisco!) Some merely define it as those properties that 
offer a higher level of comfort than the average home in 
the area.
The Institute for Luxury Home Marketing defines the 
crème de la crème as the top 10% of the market’s price 
range but never less than $500,000. Some experts 
include the top 20% in their calculation, which would put 
last year’s price of a luxury home or condo in 33785 
at $998,000. And, at the same percentage, the tab for 
“luxury” this year (2016) would be up to $1.4 million. 
But, one element changes the whole equation: 
WATERFRONT. Intracoastal/Gulf views can automatically 
propel well-appointed properties, even in the $500,000-
$700,000 range, into the luxury category. A water 
view gets you closer to “luxury” than square footage or 
amenities…probably because you can’t just pull a permit 
and add it.
Some real estate brokerages have allied themselves with 
prestigious auction brands to capture the attention of this 
highest socio-economic group. The luxury buyer in Indian 
Rocks Beach, however, really isn’t into opulence or an 
ostentatious display of wealth. They are looking more for 
a casual, laid-back lifestyle and much prefer quality over 
quantity. That is especially true of those who bought non-
luxury homes and condos 20 years ago and, with little if 
anything added through the years, woke up one morning 
in a luxury residence.
High-end, luxury real estate…just like the weather…is 
HOT. In 2011, 1 in every 1,100 Pinellas County sales was 
$600,000 or more. In 2015, it was 1 in 480 sales. 
If you still can’t decide whether your domicile falls into the 
“luxury real estate” category, grab a craft beer out of the 
Yeti, jump on the 65-foot Carver, cruise down to the Salt 
Rock for cocktails and dinner, and see if you can figure it 
out. Then, let me know.
Sources: My Florida Regional MLS

Real Estate News
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cafÉ LarGo’S 30th aNNiVerSarY
by Bob Griffin, Publisher
It is a long way from Nice, France to 
Largo, a move Dominque Christini, 
and his wife Kathy, made 40 years 
ago. 
Both have worked in restaurants as 
long as they can remember. In the 
early 1980s, they ran restaurants 
in Ohio, until in 1986, when they 
moved to Pinellas County, where 
they found the closed Unicorn 
Tea Room restaurant in Largo. 
Dominque decided to reopen the 
restaurant and create Café Largo. 
“Over the years, I have seen an 
evolution in the restaurant business,” 
says Dominique. “We have seen 
more and more franchises springing 
up. I am happy to operate this small French cafe right here in 
Largo.” And his restaurant is truly special. 
Chef Christini specializes in a revival of classic French cuisine 
with a light touch in the tradition of the Grande Brigade. Using 
only the freshest ingredients, everything served – from breads 
and soups through entrees and desserts - is prepared in their 
kitchen. This is why for the last two years, Tampa Bay Times 
Food Editor Laura Reiley has named Café Largo one of the 50 
Best Restaurants in Tampa Bay.
Dominique loves to teach what he knows. He shares his love 
for cooking with classes held in his restaurant on every other 
Saturday. The cost of a class is $40 and they are almost always 
sold out. You can register for them on his website.
Chef Dominique Christini was recently given the position of 
Culinary Advisor for the Chaîne Des Rôtisseurs of Tampa Bay. 
The Chaîne Des Rôtisseurs is the oldest French guild of amateur 
and professional gastronomes in the world!!
Cafe Largo was honored to be selected as one of the 1300 
restaurants worldwide to participate in “Goût de France”, which 
translates to Good France, in March of 2015. We were one of 
only three restaurants in Florida to be selected.  It was a terrific 
success. More than 100,000 people around the globe came out 
in support of French Cuisine.
Find Café Largo at 12551 Indian Rocks Road, Suite #18 
(in the back). To view their menu or make reservations, visit 
CafeLargoRestaurant.com or call 596-6282.

2ND aNNuaL Superhero 5k ruN, 
WaLk & StroLLer roLL 

Benefiting the Guardian ad Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay
Saturday, October 15, 2016, 8:30am

Make a difference in the life of an abused or neglected child 
by participating in the 2nd annual SuperHero 5K Run, Walk 
and Stroller Roll. This event will raise awareness for the 3,000 
children in Pinellas and Pasco Counties removed from their 
homes by no fault of their own. Monies raised will make a 
difference in the lives of children in foster care. 
The family friendly, all ages, and abilities event will be held on 
Saturday, October 15th, in Safety Harbor and run along the 
beautiful Safety Harbor waterway. SuperHero costumes are 
encouraged but not required. They will kick off at 8:30 am 
with the 5K Run. Activities afterwards for runners and families. 
Awards will be given for top qualifiers of the 5K Run.  
A school uniform collection drive will be held benefiting 
children served by the Guardian ad Litem program of Pinellas 
and Pasco counties. Register at www.thesuperhero5k.com.
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By Karen Williams Seel, Pinellas County Commissioner
Labor Day just provided us all a free weekday for some 
well-deserved fun as we begin the autumn season. Do you 
know why we recognize Labor Day? We recognize it to honor 
the American labor movement and the contributions that 
have been made by workers to the strength, prosperity and 
well-being of the country as a whole. In more recent history, 
we also use this day to mark the end of the summer season. 
But, with the end of summer, there’s still a plethora of ways to 
enjoy our beautiful paradise in Pinellas County. 
Beautiful fall flora and fauna will be on display this autumn 
at the immaculate Florida Botanical Gardens, and guess 
what, these amazing gardens are right in our backyard in 
Largo. The Florida Botanical Gardens inspires and educates 
visitors by showcasing flora, fauna and natural resources 
in surroundings that promote environmentally-friendly 
gardening techniques. Make sure you take your whole family 
(or go alone) and spend a day. The gardens are open almost 
every day of the year and admission is always free!
If flora and fauna are not your forte, then perhaps you’re the 
more rugged and outdoorsy type of Pinellas resident. In that 
case, as temperatures start to taper off, you should take some 
time to camp at beautiful Fort De Soto park! There are plenty 
of camping spots to take advantage of and you can even 
book online at pinellascounty.org/park; just click camping 
reservations. Or, if you prefer a bed but still enjoy the beach, 
you could always just take a day trip to Fort De Soto or Sand 
Key and enjoy these beautiful, award-winning beaches, with 
their soft sand and the clear Gulf waters.
Perhaps, though, you are looking for something fun that will 
get your heart pumping and your muscles moving as the 
temperatures decrease (even if only slightly). As some of you 
may know, one of my favorite pastimes is rollerblading, but 
did you know that we have an excellent blading, biking and 
running trail right here in Pinellas County? That’s right - the 
award-winning Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail offers all you 
fitness fanatics a paved trail to safely run, bike or try to keep 
up with me while I’m rollerblading. For more information and 
a guide to the Pinellas Trail, visit pinellascounty.org/trailgd/.
And if the above items aren’t of interest to you, there are 
many more things to do in Pinellas County this fall! For a 
listing of events around the county, visit visitstpeteclearwater.
com/things-to-do. No matter what you choose to do to enjoy 
the fall, just make some time to get out and about in our 
gorgeous county. If you see me out enjoying our paradise, 
say hello - I always love meeting new neighbors! 

Labor DaY iS GoNe 
fall fun is upon us
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by Bob Griffin
When Muhammad Ali died June 3rd, most people don’t know 
he had a connection to our area, but Belleair’s Jim Dundee 
does. He knew Muhammad very well; his father, a boxing 
coach in Miami, was Muhammad Ali’s personal trainer and 
manager for nearly 20 years (1960-1980). 
“My dad owned Dundee’s 5th Street Gym in Miami from the 
1950s through the ‘80s,” says Dundee about his dad. “Dad 
had quite a reputation. He met Cassius Clay Jr. while working 
a fight in Louisville, Kentucky, Cassius’s hometown. Cassius 
Clay, as he was known back then, went on to win a gold medal 
for Boxing in the 1960 Olympics. After that, he wanted to turn 
pro. He sought out my dad in Miami. He even moved there 
and lived in a house down the street,” Dundee continued. 

“I was only 7, I when met Cassius 
Clay in 1959 in Louisville. Later, 
I hung around the gym to watch 
him train. He used to mess around 
with me during breaks. My dad 
and Clay were best buddies. They 
were funny to see together since 
my dad was only 5’6” and Clay 
was 6’3”. To me he was a giant.”
Clay’s first professional fight 
was in 1960 against police chief 
Tunney Hunsaker. In February 

of 1964, he was launched into the public eye by beating 
Sonny Listen in a major, televised fight in where Clay was the 
underdog. Shortly afterwards, when Clay publicly announced 
he had joined the Nation of Islam and was officially changing 
his name to Muhammad Ali, Jim already knew. 
“Christmas 1963, he and I were playing with my new 

walkie-talkies,” 
remembers 
Dundee. “I said, 
‘Cassius, where 
are you?’ He said 
‘that’s not my 
name any more.’ 
I said, ‘then what 
do I call you?’ He 
said, ‘Muhammad 
Ali.’” 
Ali went on to 
fight and win many major fights and became the undisputed 
heavyweight champion. Then in 1967 he was drafted by the 
U.S. Army and refused to serve based on religious reasons. 
He was arrested, found guilty of draft evasion and stripped of 
his titles. He didn’t fight for five years. In 1971, his conviction 
was overturned by the Supreme Court, his titles were restored 
and he began boxing again. 
In all, he fought in 61 professional bouts, wining 56 (37 by 
knockouts) and losing only 5. His losses were to Joe Frazier, 
Ken Norton, Leon Spinks and Larry Holmes (twice). Except for 
Larry Holmes, he later defeated each of them in rematches. 
Ali retired from boxing in 1979. By 1984 he had been 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, which is common among 
boxers, and began to limit his public appearances. He was 
invited to the 1996 Atlanta Olympics to carry the Olympic 
torch. In 2005, President George Bush presented him with 
The Presidential Medal of Honor and the Medal of Freedom. 
“I went to his funeral in Louisville,” Dundee said. “He was 
more than a great fighter. He was my friend.”
Jim Dundee, is the owner of Belleair Optical in Belleair Bluffs

rememberiNG caSSiuS cLaY/muhammaD aLi
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With construction scheduled to start in a year, Florida 
Progress, Florida Power’s parent company (now Duke 
Energy), announced it would lead a group of investors seeking 
a St Petersburg Major League Baseball team. Several others 
were integral in that search, including Alan Harvey (City 
Manager), Rick Dodge (Leisure Services Administrator), Rick 
Mussett (City Planning Director), Bob Stewart (BCC) Bill Bond 
(City Commissioner) and various elected officials. 
The building was designed by HOK Sports of Kansas City with 
help from two local architect / engineering firms. The City 
Council voted to award the construction contract to Huber, 
Hunt & Nichols on November 21, 1986, with a completion 
date of May 1989. The next day, they broke ground with 9,034 
people in attendance. The celebration included a parade, 
concert, and fireworks. 
Much to the City’s surprise, then Major League Baseball 
Commissioner Peter Ueberroth sent Mayor Cole a telegram 
stating St Petersburg was not among the top candidates for an 
expansion Major League Baseball team. 
Construction on the unusually shaped dome officially began 
on January 5th, 1987. It had a projected cost of $85 million. 
The design, with the fixed roof, was chosen as the only viable 
option given our hot, humid summers and thunderstorms. 
The most recognizable exterior feature was the fabric covered 
dome, made of Teflon-coated fiberglass from Owens 
Corning Birdair. The dome is supported by 24 concrete 
columns ranging in height from 30 to 53 meters and gives it 
a 6.258-degree slope which reduces its square footage and 
cooling costs while protecting fans from Florida’s weather. 
With the help of the St Petersburg Times, the city conducted 
a “Name the Dome” contest. Almost 20,000 entries were 
submitted. Two finalists were chosen: The Suncoast Dome 
and the Florida Suncoast Dome. On May 1st, it was officially 
named the “Florida Suncoast Dome.” 
In 1987, Bob Ulrich becomes the new Mayor of St Petersburg. 
He was a major supporter of the stadium project, now under 
construction. 
That summer, the city was told serious environmental 
contamination had been discovered at the site. Original 
estimates for the clean-up were between $2 and $3.5 million 
but it quickly rose to almost $8 million. 
The Major League Baseball team The Chicago White Sox had 
been threatening to leave Chicago and St Pete Promoters 
began selling them on the idea of move here as the Florida 
White Sox. Tampa began to take an interested in getting a 
baseball team of their own and The Tampa Tribune with the 

support of the Tampa Chamber of Commerce and the Tampa 
Sports Authority also started courting the Chicago White Sox. 
The Tribune wrote a long, derogatory editorial proclaiming 
St Petersburg a sleepy little village that was only pursuing a 
baseball team to jump start their downtown redevelopment 
efforts. 
At the final hour, the Illinois General Assembly voted on a 
spending bill to keep their White Sox in Chicago. “As I recall, 
some local area TV stations broadcast the Illinois legislative 
session live,” says Rick Mussett, City Planning Director. “As the 
session unfolded, it appeared the Illinois Assembly was not 
going to approve the financial package that the White Sox 
wanted and the session was about to close. It was the last 
day of the last hour of the session. However, the Speaker of 
the Assembly literally stopped the clock a few minutes before 
midnight, and suddenly no-votes began to switch to yes-votes, 
after midnight.”
“We died a slow death watching the events unfold on our TVs,” 
Mussett remembers. “We watched as no votes slowly changed 
from red-to-green until 51% of the votes were “yes”--at which 
time the Speaker gaveled the session to a close, thereby ending 
it and our hopes of the team moving to St. Petersburg. This was 
28 years ago - cable TV was not what it is today.”
Later they learned the White Sox had two press releases 
prepared and ready to go -- one indicating they were moving 
to St. Pete and one indicating they would remain in Chicago. 
“It was a difficult night for us in St Petersburg,” remembers 
Russ Cline, whose firm originally managed the 43,000 seat 
stadium. “We had a deal and then we didn’t.”
While still under construction, it was announced that the Florida 
Suncoast Dome would cost nearly $50 million more than 
the City Council had planned - a total of $200 million. The 
additional expenses included furniture, fixtures, equipment—as 
well as the environmental clean-up. 
On February 28, 1990, the Florida Suncoast Dome opened to 
the public with a gala celebration. Among the opening events 
were parties, marching bands, dinners, an open house, and a 
concert by country music artist Kenny Rogers. The only thing 
missing was a baseball team. We will continue with that next 
time, in part two of the story.

Thanks to Mayor Bob Ulrich, Mayor David Fischer and Rick 
Mussett, Former City Planning Director for their contributions to 
this story. Photos courtesy of the City of St. Petersburg, Heritage 

Village and St Petersburg Museum of History

Dome, continued
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breaSt caNcer aWareNeSS 
aND piZZa October is Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month and 
Hungry Howie’s Pizza is once again 
donating a portion of every pizza to 
the cause. Their annual campaign, 
called “Our Love, Hope and Pizza” 
starts October 1st and continues 
the whole month. Now, while you 
are enjoying their great pizza, you 
are also contributing to the cause. 
Thank them when you call in your 
order, 596-1400.       

crabbY’S offerS reD brick for baNQuetS 
IRB Sushi is gone, but the Brick Building at the corner 
of 1st St. and Walsingham Rd. is ready for a new use. 
Matt Loder, owner of Crabby Bills, says the building 
is available to be rented by large groups - parties, 
anniversaries, and almost anything. They can supply food 
and a full bar with support staff. If you want more details, 
call Crabby Bills at 595-0041.  
keeGaN’S StoNe 
crab feStiVaL 
Stone Crab season 
opens October 
15. Keegan’s will 
be hosting their 
9th annual Stone 
Crab Feast October 
21 - 23, while 
supplies last. They 
will have special 
pricing and live 
music all weekend. 
Get information at 
KeegansSeafood.com. 
No coLumbia ceLebratioN For years, The 
Columbia has celebrated its anniversary each year with a 
special celebration featuring menu prices from 1905, the 
year they first opened. But after their 110th celebration 
last year, management has decided to only celebrate 
milestone years. Save the date for September, 2025, 
which will be their 20th Anniversary.  

kahWa coffee 
opeNS This 
local company 
based in Pinellas 
County, opened its 
10th store while 
celebrating their 
10th Anniversary. 
The Belleair Bluffs 
store, in the 
Bonefish Shopping 
Center, just to the 
east of Bonefish, 
offers specialty 
drinks, coffee by 

the pound and a selection of French pastries, organic 
cookies and muffins. Stop in and find out why Creative 
Loafing’s readers named them Best of the Bay in poll six 
years running. Visit KahwaCoffee.com. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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tJ’S fire When the fire 
department responded 
to an fire alarm inside 
TJ’s Gourmet Pizza on 
Gulf Blvd. at 7:30am 
on August 17th, they 
expected the worst , 
so they dispatched five 
engines to fight the fire. 
Luckily, the fire proved to 
be minor—mostly smoke. 
The restaurant was able 
to reopen that same day 
for lunch.  
reStaurateur receiVeS aWarD Frank Chivas 
was recently named “Champion of Hope” by The ARC 
of Tampa Bay Foundation. The award was given to 
Chivas for his widespread charitable involvement. He 
is a member of the board of trustees for Clearwater 
Youth and supports the Boys and Girls Club, the Chi 
Chi Rodriguez Academy, The ARC of Tampa Bay, the 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium and the Clearwater 
Community Sailing Center. He also sponsors an annual 
$5,000 BayStar Restaurant Group College Scholarship. 
Chivas is the managing partner for BayStar Restaurants, 
which owns seven restaurants including Marlin Darlin’ 
Grill, Salt Rock Grill and the new Marina Cantina.  

backWaterS 
WiNS aWarDS 
Readers of the 
Tampa Bay 
Newspapers 
voted Backwaters 
on Sand Key two 
awards: Best 
Happy Hour in 
Pinellas County, 
and Second 
Best Place for 

Waterfront Dining in Pinellas County. Owner Larry and 
his staff want to thank all that voted for Backwaters and 
everyone that attended their Big Birthday Bash. They had 
a Southern Boil to celebrate their 16th Anniversary.  

beSt LuNch During the Annual Tampa Bay 
Newspapers contest, their readers voted Maggie Mae’s 
On The Bluffs the Best Place in Pinellas County‘s for 
Lunch. They also won Second Place for Best Breakfast in 
the county. Maggie Mae’s was also awarded the 2016 
Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence. 

Bar & Restaurant News
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As the sun rises on the mangrove forest, egrets rustle from 
their roosts to take flight while the caws of blue herons break 
the morning silence. The area teems with life above and 
below the water largely due to the cluster of mangroves lining 
the shore.
Mangroves provide shelter to a wide variety of animals, 
in addition to many other benefits that aren’t quite as well 
known. Mangrove trees and shrubs are Florida native species 
that grow in coastal intertidal zones consisting of a mixture of 
fresh and saltwater. They protect and stabilize the coastline 
and provide a habitat that supports a wide variety of fish and 
other wildlife. Mangroves are protected in Florida because of 
the important roles they play in protecting the environment 
and contributing to economic development. 
“Many people may not realize that billions of dollars of 
Florida’s annual economy are indirectly generated by 
mangroves,” said Mark Langford, environmental consultant 
for the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 
“Mangroves help protect species of fish and shellfish that are 
the foundation of Florida’s seafood industry – an industry that 
employs more than 100,000 people.”
In addition to wildlife protection, mangrove forests also 
help prevent or significantly reduce erosion caused by storm 
surges, currents, waves and tides. 
“Their dense growth pattern and intertwining branches, 
roots, and trunks not only hold land and soil in place, but 
also create a cushion to reduce some of the wave and storm 
energy striking the shoreline. That is something even a 
seawall can’t do,” says Langford. 
Mangroves also act as natural filters. They protect the area 
water quality by removing nutrients and pollutants from 

stormwater runoff 
before it reaches 
seagrass habitats and 
coral reefs. Mangroves 
also provide a home 
for filter feeding 
organisms such as 
oysters and barnacles, 
which also improve the 
water quality.
“Mangroves must be 
protected from irresponsible cutting and destruction because 
of the important roles they play in maintaining the overall 
quality of the environment,” said Langford. “However, DEP 
provides best practices for those homeowners wishing to trim 
mangroves in accordance with state law.”
Homeowners with a shoreline of 150 feet or less may trim 
mangroves located on their property within a fringe that 
is 50 feet wide or less and that are between 6 and 10 feet 
in height above the ground. These mangroves cannot be 
trimmed lower than 6 feet in height. Owners of property with 
a shoreline of more than 150 feet cannot trim more than 65 
percent of the mangroves along their shoreline.
“Mangrove trimming beyond what is allowed in this 
exemption will require the services of a professional 
mangrove trimmer and may require a permit,” said Langford. 
For more information or to ask questions about mangroves 
on your property, contact Pinellas County’s mangrove 
trimming program at 727-453-3385 or the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection at 813-470-5700 or 
dep.state.fl.us. 

a VieW of the maNGroVeS
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the beLLeVieW biLtmore...repurpoSeD
By Bob Griffin, Publisher

As most know, they are demolishing the Belleview Biltmore Hotel. What 
you may not know is what they are doing with all the lumber, doors and 
windows being removed. It is all being recycled, actually repurposed, by 

people who want to save a piece of history. 
JMC Communities purchased the 118-year old hotel and plans to build 104 
midrise residences, 28 carriage homes, and a boutique hotel that will pay 
homage to the original 1897 hotel in its place. 
The Biltmore Construction Company, hired to do the deconstruction, partnered 
with Schiller Architectural & Design Salvage in Tampa to display and sell the old 
hotel’s remnants. Demolition began 16 months ago. They are taking it apart 
piece-by-piece, salvaging anything valuable or that can be reused. 
“JMC asked us to receive, display and sell the parts of the old hotel that can 
be reused,” says Larry Schiller of Schiller’s Salvage. “The people from Biltmore 
Construction are doing the actual removal process. We have a few trailers on 
the site: when they are full, we bring them to Tampa and see what we have.”
When the miscellaneous wood and antiques show up, they are separated and 
stored in various parts of their warehouse. Planks are stacked on top of each 
other outside. Hotel room doors are 
standing, stacked like dominoes, with 
more outside in a container. Windows 
are a very popular item. Chandeliers, 
small room lights, sinks, toilets, 
medicine cabinets, and more are all in 
the warehouse. “There are over 1,000 
doors and 2,000 windows,” says a 
JMC Communities representative. 
Items range from small to large, cheap 
to expensive. A small chandelier is 
$2,000—a larger one is $3,700. 

“Many people come in because they attended a big event at the Biltmore and 
they want to have a piece of the hotel,” Schiller says. “They all want to tell us 
their stories about the hotel. One lady I met had her wedding there. She wanted 
a little memento. She bought a window we had turned into a chalkboard.”
“Actress Kirstie Alley (from the TV show Cheers) was here last week, and bought 
room dividers. I don’t know what she plans to do with them,” says Schiller. 
Two local television stations broadcast stories on Schiller’s salvage process. 
People from outside of Florida are calling to ask what they have. Schiller directs 
them to his website. 
“Someone brought us a window salvaged from the Biltmore and we turned it 
into this conversation piece,” says Mary Byrd, owner of Belleair’s Frame Factory. 
Owners of the recently opened Oggi Italian Restaurant, on Tampa’s Davis 
Island, purchased many of the planks and covered the restaurant’s walls. It 
immediately gives the place an old time look and feel.
If you want to visit to see what is available, Shiller’s Salvage is located at 1002 
N. Rome Avenue in Tampa. Their website is SchillersSalvage.com. Call them at 
813-443-4641. 
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the Spirit to SerVe
by Rev. Jon Roberts, Calvary Episcopal Church
In July, Calvary Episcopal Church sent two adults and seven 
youth into a desperate area that needed assistance. It was 
far away and overlooked. They took with them the spirit to 
serve. The place they served was… Nashville, Tennessee. 
It is most interesting how we think of missionary work to be 
located, far, far away overseas, in a third world country. 
That feeling may have been more prevalent thirty years ago 
but today we are finding a great deal of poverty, right here 
in our own country. The welfare rate has increased in most 
urban cities in the US, like Nashville, like D.C., like Tampa. 
It is a terrible cycle of decline that is interlaced with drugs, 
crime and poor education in many of our communities. 
Our team was given a glimpse of a poverty stricken area 
as we joined a hundred other youth from places such 
as Minnesota, W. Virginia and Virginia. We were given 
assignments to serve the poor and the outcast and it was 
hard work. Some worked with the Nashville Food Project’s 
“Grow, Cook and Share” initiative that brings local produce, 
raised by immigrants and churches, to the table that serves 
weekly dinners to the homeless and indigent at several 
locations in the city. Others spent time at assisted living 
facilities where they listened to the stories of the elderly who 
suffer memory loss, held their hands and prayed with them. 
We had teams that power-washed homes that belonged to 
the disabled and elderly. They cleaned their yards and pulled 
their weeds from their gardens. We had teams that went 
into summer schools where the programs offered only the 
basic sense of child care for low economic classed families. 
We brought in games and read them books and made their 
week fun. At the end of the day we took showers from a 
hose outside and ate leftover frozen food for dinner. 
At the end of the week, our minds and bodies were 
exhausted but our spirit was strengthened. I recall loading 
up the van and bringing the youth home. We stopped at 
a Cracker Barrel that morning off the interstate. The air 
condition felt so good and we just sat there looking at the 
menu. When the food arrived, we all just looked at it. With 
a different set of lens we shared how grateful we were 
and how much we thought about the endearing moments 
with the people we served, people whose conditions were 
likely not to change. With a little guilt mixed with a lot of 
gratefulness, we bowed our heads and thanked God for 
what we were given. The event was called “Community 
of Hope” managed through Group Workcamps, and 
that is exactly what we experienced. Our time, talent and 
treasure was invested so that we could give hope to an area 
desperate to be reminded that they are loved. How great it is 
to have a spirit to serve.
We would like to thank the Church for supporting this event 
as well as our sponsors, most notably the Indian Rocks 
Beach Home Owner’s Association for their generous gift. 
Calvary Episcopal Church is a mission-minded community 
located at 1615 First St. IRB. “All are welcome”calvaryirb.org



indian rocks beach neighborhood neWsLeTTer page 19

By Captain David Redfering
I set sail from Key West one Thursday in 
early June aboard a 50-year old Endeavor 
sloop, bound for Cuba with two pals. Did 
we achieve our goal of seeing the island? 
Uh well…
The 70-mile run to the Dry Tortugas was 
perfect. We arrived around midnight, 
sailing via instruments, and anchored in 
5 ft. of water. On Friday, the tide receded, 
leaving us firmly aground. Even waiting 
for the tide and leaving a day later, our 
plan was to be safe in Havana’s Marina 
Hemingway by noon on Sunday—well in 
advance of a predicted storm (eventually 
Tropical Storm Colin) late the following 
Monday.
Saturday brought sunshine and 1’-2’ 
seas. The forecast called for scattered 
thunderstorms and conditions to “possibly” 
worsen the next night. We were afloat 
by noon, enjoying smooth sailing with 
favorable 15-20 knot winds and large-
but-regular rolling seas (4’-5’).
When we hit the Gulf Stream, conditions 
rapidly deteriorated: West winds ramped 
up to 30-35 knots against a 3-4 mph 
current. The seas grew more irregular and 
unpredictable. Heavy squalls pummeled 
us as the wind increased to 40-45 knots 
with 8’-10’ foot waves. 
The overtaxed autopilot quit. Now manually 

steered, the boat heeled 45 degrees with 
each wave. The 50 knots winds (gusting 
to 65+) forced us to lower the sails. 
We crawled on all fours rather than risk 
standing, but were severely slammed 
anyway, sustaining minor cuts and bruises. 
We continued . . . tired and sleepy. 
By dawn on Sunday, visibility was near 
zero. As we motored on, making only 
1 mph headway against the wind and 
seas, we sounded the horn every minute 
to warn other boats. When only 15 miles 
from Cuba’s shore, a 5-gallon reserve 
fuel container, was ripped away. Decision 
time: Do we continue forward or head 
back across the Florida Straits to the 
Marquesas and an anchorage? Common 
sense prevailed and we reluctantly swung 
around and pointed back north.
The weather did not improve. Wrestling 
the steering wheel was tiring, but I knew a 
failed rudder system could spell disaster. 
Our fuel level was already discouragingly 
low when we lost the second (and last!) 
spare fuel tank. With no fuel, the Gulf 
Stream would carry us out to the Atlantic. 
With slow, tedious progress we continued 
and reached the Marquesas about sunset.
By daybreak on Monday, the winds and 
seas had calmed a bit but the skies 
remained threatening. During the night, 
the dingy broke loose so we rigged it for 
towing. The boat was in disarray. The 

floor was littered with debris: items from 
storage bins and shelves, water bottles, 
food, cushions, clothes, refrigerator 
contents, overturned trash cans, shoes, 
overflow from the head, and a variety 
of other items were strewn about. We 
wearily plodded along and arrived at Key 
West Bight anchorage about 5 pm.…and    
e-x-h-a-l-e-d. 
Within cell range, I alerted family we were 
okay. Our failure to arrive on schedule 
was about to result in a “search and 
rescue” involving the Coast Guard, the 
U.S. Embassy, as well as marinas from the 
Dry Tortugas to Key West to Havana.
Heading home in my rental car with my 
belongings in plastic bags, I breathed 
deeply. Hwy 1’s single lane of congestion 
was, for once, quite pleasant in contrast 
to the past few days. Grimy, smelly, 
unshaven, exhausted yet wide awake,  I 
was banged up and bruised yet smiling. 
Thoughts of brushes with danger, 
catastrophes averted, mistakes made, and 
just plain good luck kept me company 
all the way back to Indian Rocks. 
My goal of seeing Cuba awaits…for 
another day.
David Redfering (“Doc”), an IRB resident for almost 
30 years, is a power boater “by trade,” you can 
usually find him aboard his Green Flash, a 50 ft. 
Carver, docked in the Holiday Inn Harbourside 
Marina.

caper to cuba
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obarSki DoeS hiS oWN 
thiNG Licensed real estate 
broker Gordon Obarski recently 
opened Gordon Realty House. 
His new brokerage is located 
at 2211 Gulf Blvd. in Indian 
Rocks Beach. “We are thrilled 
to be in the lower level suite of 
such a wonderful building as the 
Laughing Lizard, thanks to our 
old friend, former IRB Mayor Bill 
Ockunzzi,” said Orbarski.

After many years as an associate with Doiron Realty and 
posting the most single-family transactions in IRB for the 
last four years, Obarski’s long-range plan is to grow the 
brokerage yet keep it friendly and local.  
Gordon Obarski, certified in probate real estate, is a 20-
year resident of Indian Rocks Beach and served on the City’s 
Planning & Zoning Board from 2012-2014. He attended the 
University of Toledo (OH) and Xavier University in Cincinnati 
and worked in radio sales, marketing and management from 
1972-2001. “Helping others find a home they love as much 
as I love mine on Beach Trail is the best second career ever!” 
says Obarski. (Source: My Florida MLS/Single family home transaction segments). 
meDicare SeaSoN It’s that time of the year again - 
Medicare Enrollment Season. When it comes to Medicare, 
you may have questions and you do have choices. 
October is the time to change your Medicare coverage 
for 2017. Linda Bullerman, an independent insurance 
agent, is authorized to offer you options. “Let me help 
you find the best plan to fit your needs,” Bullerman says. 
“I do not work for an insurance agency—I work for you.” 
Call Linda at 501-1444.  
raDiaNce opeN houSe Their Glamour and Giving 
Gala, he gala event of the season, is Thursday, October 
20. The $25 admission goes straight to HEP (Homeless 
Empowerment Program). Dress in your most glamorous 
early Hollywood finery. There will be VIP Swag Bags, wine 
and hors d’oeuvres, raffles, free glamour photos, and 
demonstrations of Radiance services. Explore Radiance’s 
newly remodeled facility, located in the Bluffs Shopping 
Center at 2894 West Bay Drive. Reservations are 
required, call 518-7100. 
beLLe’S oLiVe braNch This specialty shop of Ultra 
Premium extra virgin olive oil and balsamic vinegars will 
be opening soon in Belleair Bluffs by resident and owner 
Michelle Orvis. As a mother, Orvis enjoys providing healthy, 
creative and some would say gourmet, meals for her family 
and friends. It was during her exploration for healthy, tasty 
recipes that she discovered the purest extra virgin olive oils 
and true balsamic vinegars, (made only with grapes from 
Modena, Italy.)
The store will be different because the imported, high end 
products are not offered in the nearby area and are very 
desirable to health conscious, gourmet, food lovers! Their 
extensive selection of olive oils and vinegars are uniquely 
harvested to bring new creative dishes and flavors to your 
table. These products are the freshest in the world!
The store’s construction is in the finishing stages with 
plans to open in September on the north side of The Plaza 
Shopping Center.

Business Briefs
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beach VoLuNteerS NeeDeD
Have you noticed how much trash is left on our beaches 
after a big beach day holiday? The trash, left by both 
residents and tourists, includes paper, bottles, food 
wrappers and sometimes firework remnants.
It has been suggested that a small army of Beach Clean Up 
volunteers who are willing to go out to the beach, (around 
7am) be assembled who are and clean a small section of 
beach the day after a holiday. Volunteers would be asked to 
report to their assigned area and pick up the trash between 
two beach accesses—about 1/10th of a mile. 
The primary holidays would be the day AFTER New 
Year’s, Memorial Day, July 4th, Columbus Day, and 
Labor Day. There may be other days added. 
To start, the program is looking for 28 primary volunteers 
and 28 back-ups (perhaps your friend or neighbor).  You 
will receive an email the week prior to remind you. You 
will simply cover the area assigned and leave your trash 
in the nearest trash bin for the city to pick up.
If you are interested, e-mail City Commissioner Cookie 
Kennedy at Cookie IRB 52@Gmail.com or call her at 
596-5505. This program is scheduled to begin October 
11, the day after Columbus Day. 

Decker roSS DeSiGNS 
SpectacuLar reSiDeNce

Beautiful, unique design and 
architectural elements create 
a sense of awe inspiring 
tranquility upon entering 
this unusual local waterfront 
residence.  Designers Cara 
Mayes and Jen Kravchuk, 
of Decker Ross Interiors, 
decided on a Modern 
Farmhouse style with Coastal 
accents, and incorporated 
shades of gray, tan, and steel 
blue to enhance the beauty 
of the existing driftwood 
ceiling and granite floors.  
The designers chose to 
mix natural linen and lush 
velvet to create textural 
contrast and interest, without detracting from the beautiful 
architectural detail of the residence. Nailhead trim provided 
a consistent embellishment throughout their design from the 
custom cornice boards to the sofa and unique cocktail table. 
“We emphasized the unique architecture of the home by 
selecting items, such as the large nautilus shell art piece 
and interlocking circular patterned rug in the Dining 
Room,” Cara commented. “We repeated the circular motif 
established in the nearby large round picture window, as 
well as the spiral staircase,” she added.  The corners of the 
cocktail table incorporated the circular motif, which was 
also repeated vertically in the embroidery pattern on the 
beautiful, custom made draperies.
The homeowners are extremely pleased that the beautiful 
design aesthetic reflects their taste and lifestyle, and that 
Cara and Jen paid such close attention to every detail 
throughout the process.  After considering a number of 
highly regarded design firms, they were very happy that they 
selected Decker Ross Interiors.
Established in 1993, Decker Ross Interiors is an Award-Winning 
Design Firm, located at: 1445 Court Street, Clearwater, 
DeckerRoss.com, 727.442.9996 
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 iNDiaN rockS kiDS GiViNG back to their commuNitY
Zoe Leousis, 12 and Aris Leousis, 11, could have done anything this past year with their Saturday afternoons or time off this 
summer. Instead, these two middle school students decided to put their knowledge and passion for local history to good use 
and applied for leadership positions as Junior Docents Volunteers at Heritage Village.
Heritage Village is a 21-acre open-air living history museum located in the heart of Pinellas County. The natural pine and 
palmetto landscape is home to some of Pinellas County’s most historic buildings. 

“I enjoy teaching people about local history. Watching adults and kids learn about how things were 
back in the 19th century during my tours is always nice”, explains Zoe, a student at Plato Academy 
Clearwater and an Indian Rocks Beach resident. 
A little nervous at first, Zoe says after a while everything just seemed to fall into place. “The program 
really helped me out by giving me more confidence and helping me speak in front of a large group 
of people, even if they are only kids. The other day a parent told me I was a good role model to her 
kids and that felt really great.”
The more than 31 historic structures and features include a school, church, railroad depot, sponge 
warehouse, sugar mill and general store as well as a range of historic homes, including the 
McMullen-Coachman Log Cabin, the oldest existing structure in the county, 
and the Queen Anne-style House of Seven Gables.
“My favorite part is teaching living history activities”, explains Aris who is 
also a student at Plato Academy Clearwater, “ For example, I teach kids how 
Floridians did laundry and maintained their gardens in the 1800s. Once I 

give visitors a demonstration, they also get to try it and it is a lot of fun!”. 
As volunteers, Zoe and Aris donate their time at Heritage Village by learning about local and Florida 
history and researching and presenting guided tours. Their compassion, patience and generosity truly 
makes them exemplary role models to other children and young adults.
“Our parents have always told us that volunteers do not necessarily have the time, they just have the 
heart,” says Zoe. Both siblings agree that giving back to their community is “important and makes 
you a better person!”
Heritage Village is located at 11909 125th Street, Largo. Call 582-2100 for more information.
In addition to Docents, Heritage Village has other volunteer opportunities in the 21-acre history museum, 
including guest experiences (reception, tours and demonstrations) grounds, safety, maintenance, historic 
preservation activities, conservation, housekeeping, office and administrative functions, fundraising, programs, 
festivals exhibits and unique undertakings like the McKay Creek Boat Shop and the 1967 Caboose restoration.

Zoe Leousis

Aris Leousis
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Stephen Page grew up in the real 
estate business. His mother, Evelyn, has 
been in the business as long as he can 
remember. Together, they own Beach & 
Bay Real Estate in Indian Shores.
But as Page was growing up, he wanted 
to do something a little different. He 
didn’t want to just sell real estate. 
He wanted to build things, not as a 
contractor, but as a developer.
Page was born in St Petersburg in 
Mound Park Hospital (which became 
Bayfront Medical Center in 1970). After 
living in Texas for a while, his family 
returned to the Pinellas Beaches in the 

late 1980s. At age 28, Page began developing projects, mostly 
along the Pinellas Beaches. 
In the mid-1990s, the Page family bought the Pueblo Village 
General Store in Indian Rocks Beach. It was a popular place 
to shop, snack or just get ice cream. They added a small 
restaurant on the north end and operated it for a few years. 
Pueblo Village closed in 1999, and Page’s company developed 
the property into condominiums on the north and south of 
Indian Rocks Beach’s 15th Avenue.
“We have built over two dozen condo projects in this area,” 
Page says. “All of them are large and waterfront, either on the 
Gulf or the Intracoastal. We have also developed a few hotels.”
“One of our first hotel ventures was converting Clearwater 
Beach’s 42-room Knights Inn into the Coconut Cove Resort,” 
Page says. “We gutted every room, the lobby and the pool 
deck. When you see it today, you definitely want to stay there.”

About two years ago, Page’s company co-developed the 
waterfront Courtyard Marriott in Madeira Beach, near the 
American Legion. “It was a challenge due to many factors, 
including the economy” Page says. “But, it was finally built and 
today it is one of the nicest Courtyard Marriott’s in the country.”
Page and his family are finishing their largest project to date—
the Hampton Inn and Suites on Clearwater Beach’s south end. 
This new Hampton Inn, part of the Hilton Group, is 14 stories 
tall and has 90 rooms. The first five floors are dedicated to 
guest parking for the hotel and the Quality Inn next door.
From the water, the hotel looks very different. A tropical pool 
with private cabanas is located on the ground level, beachside. 
The sixth floor contains the lobby and is where you check 
in. It has an outside, waterfront terrace. The hotel includes a 
breakfast area and many other amenities, such as a weight 
room, meeting rooms, shops and a 
business center. 
Page does not manage the hotels. 
This one is managed by Southwind 
Hospitality, who manages many other 
Florida properties. When it opens in 
late September, it will be the newest 
hotel on Clearwater Beach, but only for 
a short time, because there are other 
hotels planning to open soon, too. 
The Page Development Company 
maintains offices at 20001 Gulf Blvd, 
Indian Shores. Besides himself and 
his mother, the family run business 
includes his sister Pam, and Page’s two 
kids, Steve II and Daniel. 

from puebLo ViLLaGe to the hamptoN iNN
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upcomiNG fire refereNDum
Authorized by the Florida Legislature, Pinellas Suncoast Fire & 
Rescue District (PSFRD) provides Fire Protection and Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to the communities of Belleair Beach, 
Belleair Shore, Indian Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, and an 
unincorporated Oakhurst area. The District is governed by a 
five-person Board of Commissioners elected by the District’s 
residents. In November, PSFRD has a referendum on the ballot 
changing the way we pay for fire suppression services.
how do we pay for fire protection & emS Service today? 
Since 2008, residents have paid a $260 flat tax assessment 
for fire services, which is included on your property tax bill. 
Businesses pay an assessment with a different rate. In addition, 
the county assesses all property owners (residential and 
commercial) an EMS tax (2015’s rate is .9158 per $1000 of 
assessed value.) 80% of PSFRD’s calls are for EMS services.
What is pSfrD proposing? A new ad valorem tax on all 
district properties (residential and commercial) that will begin 
at 1/2 mill. The $260 assessment and the EMS tax will also 
remain in effect. Today, the law allows for an ad valorem tax of 
up to 3 mills with voter approval. This referendum lowers the 
cap to 2 mills, but removes the need for future voter approval 
of increases up to the 2 mill cap. 
is this a rate increase? Yes. Even though the referendum 
implies it is a tax reduction, it is an immediate tax increase.
Who is affected and how much will it cost? All property 
owners in the District would pay $50 (1/2 mill ) per $100,000 
in taxable value. Costs vary depending on your property value.
        Average taxable value   Additional cost   Households
Belleair Beach $   358,415          $   179.21              1,201
Belleair Shore $2,053,709    $1,026.85                   56
Indian Rocks $   261,071    $   130.54              2,644
Indian Shores $   272,600    $   136.30              2,357
Oakhurst $   113,473     $     56.74              4,684
Above values only reflect the new tax. Owners will still pay the 
$260 fire assessment and the EMS ad valorem tax. Example: a 
house valued at $500,000 will pay $260 flat fire tax + $250 
new ad valorem tax + $459 EMS tax = $969 (27% more).
What are they planning to do with the extra money?
• New Fire Stations in Indian Shores and the Oakhurst area.
• Rebuild the emergency operation center to hurricane 
   standards.
• New equipment including – Rescue truck, Jaws of Life, 
   Firefighter protective gear
are emS costs covered by the emS ad valorem tax?
No. PSFRD only receives 30% the EMS tax paid by taxpayers 
in their district. The other 70% is used to support county areas 
with lower property values. 
is this the only way they can increase their revenue? 
No. They could have asked voters to increase the PSFRD 
assessment. Another option was to levy a tax based on the 
square footage of a building instead of its value. Negotiations 
with the County could also result in increased EMS funding.
What if we approve this and they need more money? 
Today, they have to ask voter permission to increase the flat 
tax. If the referendum passes, after the first year, they will have 
the authority to levy up to a 2 mill tax - $2/$1000 of assessed 
value (four times the 2017 amount) without voter approval.
how is the referendum worded? Pinellas Suncoast Fire & 
Rescue District is currently vested with the authority to levy an 
ad valorem tax of up to 3 mills, subject to voter approval. Shall 
voters reduce the maximum millage rate to 2 mills and grant 
the District authority to levy and collect the reduced ad valorem 
tax, the final rate to be set in an open budget process, and not 
to exceed ½ mills in the first year?
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St. patrick cathoLic
 SchooL fuN fair

Come join in the fun as St. Patrick Catholic School, 1501 
Trotter Rd., Largo, celebrates their 50th year of Fun Fair. 
The fair will take place beginning Thursday October 20th 
and last through Sunday October 23rd. The Fun Fair has 
come a long way since the classroom game booths of 50 
years ago but the family fun and involvement remains the 
same! 
The fair is a four-day event featuring their famous flea 
market, carnival rides, games and continuous live 
entertainment. The Fun Fair is also known for their 
fabulous food choices made by their own St. Patrick 
families. They offer sausage with grilled peppers and 
onions; pork butt smoked all night on the school grounds 
and served to you fresh each day. They also offer 
homemade eggrolls and a Mexican food booth where the 
items are prepared in front of you. During the weekend 
there will be an adult gaming area where you can 
catch your favorite sports game on TV or play a game 
of chance while enjoying an ice cold beer, margarita 
or glass of wine. The Fun Fair’s Haunted House which 
debut last year, is back by popular demand. There is 
also a Market Place where tables are available to sell 
your treasures. The new dessert and gourmet coffee café 
provides a nice place to relax in the air conditioning while 
enjoying an ice cream cone or a delectable dessert. Kids 
Day is Saturday October 22nd from 11 am to 5pm with 
discounts and special activities. Saturday evening is a 
special Alumni night in celebration of their 50th year. For 
more information please visit stpatsfair.com or call Patty 
Ruppel at 727- 455 -1976.

fLoriDa botaNicaL GarDeNS 
hoLiDaY LiGhtS SpoNSorShip

Sponsorship sites are still available for the 2016 Holiday 
Lights in the Gardens which will have over a million lights. 
The event is open every evening between 5:30 and 9:30. 
Purchasing a sponsorship will give you exposure to over 
70,000 people from November 25th to December 31st.
Becoming a Title Sponsor entitles you to acknowledgment 
on all marketing materials, mention in all press releases, 
your Logo on all print ads and our website and Facebook, 
plus your company name and message will be illuminated 
on the entrance walkway. You will receive benefits to the 
Florida Botanical Gardens - Two one year Supporting 
Gardener memberships, 240 free passes to the Holiday 
Lights, and an engraved Bronze Leaf on the Omega Tree in 
the Lobby. Cost to become a Title Sponsor is $10,000. 
Other sponsorships available include Light Display Sponsors 
which range from $300 to $5,000. A personalized sign will 
be placed for the duration of the sponsorship purchased. 
You can choose to sponsor one of the beautifully lit displays 
such as the butterflies or the flamingos or an area of the 
garden and the brilliant light display exhibited. 
Sponsorship signs attract the attention of over 70,000 
visitors and showcase the sponsor’s logo and support of 
the Florida Botanical Gardens. In addition, all sponsors 
are listed in the Holiday Lights daily playbill, available to 
all visitors. This is an incredible amount of exposure in a 
beautiful display.
Please contact the Florida Botanical Gardens Foundation 
office at 727-582-2117 or email flbgfoundation@gmail.
com for more information or visit www.flbgfoundation.org. 
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Still going strong after all these 
years, the popular little café at 
the corner of Gulf Blvd and 8th 

Avenue has had a few different names 
over the last 72 years. First known 
as the Little Food Basket, it became 
International Café, followed by Elena 
‘85 and Tacky Turtle, before becoming 
Kooky Coconuts ten years ago. Each 
has had its own personality.
Indian Rocks Beach 
resident Joanne 
Cicmanec, bought 
it in October of 
2006. She, along 
with family and a 
loyal small staff, run 
the restaurant seven 
days a week. They 
are known - and 
have always been 
known - for their 
Cuban sandwiches 
and homemade ice 
cream. 
“The building was 
built in 1944 and 
opened as a small neighborhood 
grocery,” says Cicmanec, the current 
owner. “The first owner’s son stopped in 
a few years ago, just to see the place. 
Known as Little Food Basket, he told 
me they sold simple groceries, bait and 
tackle. They slept in the back room.”
“In the early 1950s, my mother would 
send me to the neighborhood store to buy 
bread and milk,” says Martha Johnson, 
Mayor RB Johnson’s mother. “Back then, 
we had two choices Little Food Basket and 
The Casablanca Cottages store at 15th 
Avenue — we favored The Food Basket 
because they sold candy.”
In the 1960s, George and Rose Messina 
bought the property. Rose was known 
as “Ma” to the regulars, the name 
was changed to Ma’s Food Basket. 
Her son, George, Jr., was known for 
his handmade shell and shark teeth 
necklaces. “We would look for shells 
on the beach and give them to George 
so that he could turn them into beach 

jewelry. The Food Basket was the only 
shell shop in IRB,” says Martha Johnson.
Ma, known for her Italian food, cooked 
her family’s dinner in the store and the 
next day sold the leftovers at the front 
counter. The place always smelled like 
her Italian kitchen. Ma added hoagies to 
the menu. 
The Anona Elementary school bus 
stopped in front of The Little Food 
Basket. “On my way to school, I would 
buy a bag full of candy for about a 
dollar,” says Kevin Dunning, whose 
family live directly behind the store from 
1962 to 1980. “Quite the entrepreneur, 
even then, I would sell the candy to my 
schoolmates for a small profit!”
“Ma was the original Neighborhood 
Watch person,” remembers Laura Mears 
O’Donahue, who grew up a block away. 
“If she saw kids wandering around at 
night, she would call their parents!”
Neighborhood kids regularly worked in 
the store stocking shelves – not for pay – 
but for something to do. “The Messina’s 
were like family,” says Kevin. 
“We went to the Little Food Basket when 
we first moved here, before we opened 
Pajano’s Pizza in 1975”, says Monica 
Faraone, wife of Pajano’s Pizza owner, 
Nick. “Besides food, milk, bread and 
bait, they sold ice cream—not dipped—
but packaged ice cream bars and 
scooped cones.”
“Back in the 1970s, I used to eat there 
all the time,” says Indian Rocks Beach 
resident Chris Dawson. “Ma and Pa 
were ‘off the boat’ Italians. I was a 
painter and lived from paycheck to 
paycheck. Ma let me charge big gigantic 
hoagies until I got paid. They were the 
nicest people.”
George and Mary Britton bought the store 
in the late 1970s and continued to run it 
as the Little Food Basket, before selling it 
to Parisians Jean and Marguerite Gauval 
in December of 1980 for $90,000. 
Marguerite primarily ran the store. They 
acquired the little cottage to the south 
and rented it for extra income. She was 
the first to sell the now locally famous 
Cuban sandwiches along with beer, 

wine, sandwiches, and gift items. 
In September of 1985, Category 2 
Hurricane Elena destroyed much of 
Pinellas County’s beaches and flooded 
the building. Luckily, it was still standing 
when the water receded. 
To pay their respects for surviving the 
hurricane, the Guavals changed the 
café’s name to Elena ’85. When patrons 
asked Marguerite about the name, she 
said, “It just seemed an obvious choice” 
The Gauvals sold the property to Louis 
and Deborah McDermott in 1993. For 
a short time around 1995, the store 
was known as the International Café. 
Decorated with flags of various countries 
along the roof’s line, it did not last long. 
Donald and Michael Ehlen bought the 
store in 2000. 

In the fall of 1996, Andy LePage, who 
lived nearby in a beach cottage, leased 
the property. “It was still the International 
Café when I started. After a couple 
months, I changed the name to Tacky 
Turtle—something fun.” 
In 2003, Andy bought the property from 
the Ehlens. He was well liked by the 
locals and had an annual party with free 
food and beer. “I loved the people of 
IRB—and the tourists, too,” Andy says. 
“Mostly, I sold beer, cigarettes and 
beach supplies,” Andy remembers. “At 
first I didn’t sell Cuban sandwiches, but 
people told me about Elena’s Cubans 
and asked me to put them back on the 
menu. After that, Beach Life Magazine 
voted Tacky Turtle ‘Best Cuban Sandwich 
on the Beach’ for five straight years.” 
When Andy sold the business after 
nine-and-a half years to Cicmanec, she 
changed the name to Kooky Coconut 
Cafe and repainted the building as it is 
today. She has continued the tradition of 
selling great Cuban sandwiches and ice 
cream. 
Find Kooky Coconut Café - where it has 
been for the past 70 years- at 760 Gulf 
Blvd in Indian Rocks Beach

kookY cocoNut coNtiNueS a 70 Year traDitioN
by Bob Griffin

Kooky Coconut painting by Linda Newton

Tacky Turtle Painting by Mary Rose Holmes

Joanne Cicmanec
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Organizational News...
rotarY cLub of iNDiaN rockS beach 
Submitted by David Kline
Fall is in the air!! Pro football is starting and with that comes 
all the excitement of tailgating, kickoffs, 2 minute warnings 
and last second scores to snatch a win from the jaws of 
defeat—the agony and ecstasy of fandom. 
For the 14th year, the Rotary Club of Indian Rocks Beach is 
presenting the opportunity for a lucky Grand Prize winner to 
experience, one of the sports world’s greatest spectacles. 
The championship game of professional football (the Super 
Big Game!!), will be held at Houston’s NRG Stadium on 
February 5, 2017 and you could be going as the Grand 
Prize winner, who will receive two tickets to the “Big Game”, 
4 nights lodging and $1000. Second and third prizes are 
$1000 and $500 respectively.
To enter, contact Chairperson David Kline 727-418-1673 or 
kline22@tampabay.rr.com. Tickets are $5 each or $20 for 5 
(our best seller).
Slyce Pizza Bar is again hosting the Grand Prize Drawing 
on Sunday, December 11 from 2:30 to 5:30. There will be 
drink specials and complimentary appetizers throughout the 
three-hour event. You do not have to be present to win.
100% of all net proceeds are used by the Indian Rocks 
Rotary Foundation to do good things in the world. Please 
visit www.indian-rocks-rotary.org for testimonials from past 
winners and for a list of charities that benefit from your 
participation in our fundraisers. Rotary—‘Service above Self’
church of iSLeS
Their Blessing of the Pets will be Saturday, October 1st at 
10am in the park on the corner of 24th Ave. & Bay Blvd.
Join them for the Stewardship Workshop on Saturday, 
September 10 from 9am - 3pm. Admission is free, but 
registration is required. All are welcome.
irb pLaY Group
If you want to connect with other Indian Rocks Beach families, 
this group is for you. The plan is to build a stronger family 
community on our beach with their weekly or monthly 
playgroup for children ages 0 - 4 years (older children are 
welcome, too.) They want to plan park play, group walks, 
local events, gatherings, and other get-togethers. Your ideas 
are welcome, too. Contact Shelly Clark if you are interested in 
participating at 727-385-7970 or irbshellyclark@yahoo.com. 
beach art ceNter                        
After seven weeks of kids camp, they are closed and will  
re-open on September 19th. Classes begin September 
26th. Their long-time instructors will be back to teach 
ongoing classes in acrylic, oil, watercolor, colored pencil, 
pottery, water media and mixed media. Watch their 
website, www.BeachArtCenter.org for new family-friendly 
classes and programs including details about exhibitions, 
receptions and events. Better yet, sign up for their mailing 
list while on the website; you’ll receive news as it happens!
hiStoricaL muSeum
Museum luncheon Nov. 5 - Mark your calendar for the 
always popular potluck luncheon at the museum Saturday, 
Nov. 5 at noon. Learn about the early history of Pass-a-
Grille, which started as a fishing community and became a 
major resort with tourists arriving via steamship from Tampa 
and St. Petersburg. The speaker will be Lance Peterson from 
the Gulf Beaches Museum. All are welcome! Just bring a 
dish to share.

irb boat cLub                                                     
About 45 members went to the new Marina Cantina Grille 
in the Clearwater Marina on Saturday, August 13th for an 
afternoon and evening of food, fun and margaritas. 
Meetings resume Thursday, September 15th. The guest 
speakers will be from Marine Max discussing the history of 
one of the area’s largest boat dealers and all the free classes 
they offer including Women on the Water and Kids in Boating.
After looking at the tides, we have decided to move the End 
of Summer Island Party to September 17th. The tides should 
be lower and give us more island to party on! This will be the 
Boat Club’s ninth annual farewell to summer. A community 
grill and paper products will be provided; bring a dish to 
share, your own refreshments and something to grill.
The Boat Club, which gives boat owners an excuse to use 
their boats, is free to join and you do not have to live in 
Indian Rocks Beach. They also hold informational meetings 
with guest speakers at Jimmy Guana’s (Holiday Inn 
Harborside, IRB) monthly on the third Thursday, September 
through April. To get involved, call Bob Griffin at 517-1997 
or e-mail Bob@IRBboatclub.com. Visit www.IRBboatclub.com.
commuNitY GarDeN 
Submitted by Patricia Burch 
Community Garden members are gearing up for the fall 
growing season. September is a great time to start vegetables 
like tomatoes, beans, lettuces, and eggplant. As we begin to 
get donations for the IRB seed library, we are encouraging 
members to start their own plants from seeds. We will have 
a workshop to demonstrate how to start seeds and members 
will share their experience with what works and what doesn’t. 
If you have been thinking about becoming a member of the 
Community Garden, now is the time! Don’t miss out on the 
best growing season of the year.
irb homeoWNerS aSSociatioN 
Submitted by Laura Hall
Homeowners Happy Hours continue at the following: 
September 8th – TJ’s Italian Cafe & October 13th – Aqua 
Prime. These FREE Happy Hours are from 6-7:30pm on the 
second Thursday of each month. Visit IRBhome.com or our 
Facebook page for details 
Invasion Rocks the Beach - We’ve changed the Scavenger 
Hunt to a downtown Pub Crawl, sponsored by Plumlee Gulf 
Beach Realty, on Saturday, October 1st from 4 to 10pm. On 
crawl day, pick up your registration between 3:30 and 6pm 
at Plumlee Realty, 417 1st St., then visit all seven participating 
pubs. There will be a raffle, a 50/50 drawing and pirate 
costume contest. The awards party will be at Crabby Bill’s 
Loading Dock at 9pm. (Must be present to WIN!) Advance 
registration is $20 at www.IRBhome.com or $25 the day of. 
Home Awards - We are holding quarterly Home Awards 
beginning this Fall with the best decorated Halloween House. 
Homes must be entered by October 10th and voting will take 
place between Oct. 14th – Nov. 6th. We are also planning 
a Holiday Home tour together with the Beach Art Center on 
December 10th. Visit our website for details.
Taste of IRB - Plans are underway for the 10th annual Taste 
of IRB sponsored by C21 Beggins, November 12th from 
4 to 10pm at Chic-a-Si Park. Once again more than 20 
local restaurants will be offering their specialties while you 
mingle with friends and neighbors listening to live music. The 
popular raffle for a chance to win over $600 in restaurant gift 
certificates returns. Bring beach chairs or blankets and spend 
the evening. 
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What to Do With Your 401k? 
by Ray Ferrara, ProVise Management Group
When you leave an employer and 
move to another or retire, what do 
you do with your 401k? You generally 
have four choices: 1) rollover to an 
IRA; 2) stay with your former company 
plan; 3) move to your new employer 
plan; or 4) take a lump sum. Each 
choice has pluses and minuses so you 
should consult with your financial and 
tax advisor. There is no rule of thumb 
nor general guideline about which is 
best. Every situation is different and needs to be carefully 
analyzed. 
What are some of the variables that must be considered? 
They include: 1) costs; 2) investment choices; 3) services 
provided; 4) your age; 5) whether you are still working 
or retiring; 6) creditor protection; 7) Required Minimum 
Distributions (RMDs); 8) estate planning issues; 9) marital 
status; and, 10) the advisor.
The decision between staying with the old plan or rolling 
to a new plan or IRA is often one of convenience and 
simplicity. Be aware, however, that if you are separated 
from service and age 55 or older, you can take money 
from your 401k without incurring the 10% non-deductible 
penalty usually associated with distributing retirement 
assets prior to 59 ½. 
The advantages of an IRA rollover can include: 1) 
more investment choices; 2) use of a stretch IRA; 3) 
consolidation of funds; 4) RMD flexibility; 5) use for 
charitable donations; and, 6) estate planning is generally 
easier. The negatives to the rollover include: 1) possible 
higher fees/commissions; 2) potential inappropriate 
products being utilized by an advisor who is not acting 
as a fiduciary; and 3) potential lack of creditor protection 
(not an issue in Florida).
Taking a lump sum is generally discouraged since you 
will have automatic withholding for income taxes at a 
20% rate. Unfortunately, some take a lump sum to pay 
off debts. A good reason to consider a lump sum is 
when you have highly appreciated company stock in the 
401k. In taking a lump sum of company stock, you will 
pay ordinary income tax only on the original cost of the 
shares, and then if you hold the shares for one year or 
more, the gain will be taxed at a capital gains rate.
If you find yourself facing this type of a decision, why not 
give us a call for a consultation from a fiduciary (one 
required to put your interests first)?

V. Raymond Ferrara, CFP®, Chairman and CEO
ProVise Management Group, LLC
611 Druid Rd E, Suite 105
Clearwater, FL  33756

727-441-9022,  info@provise.com
Investment Advisory Services may be offered through ProVise Management Group, LLC. 
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Organizational News
actioN 2000 iNDiaN rockS beach             
submitted by Tim Shears 
Action 2000 IRB is delighted to assist the City of Indian Rocks 
Beach with funding of a pergola for the Pocket Park at the 
5th Avenue beach access.  We are also helping to fund the 
new entrance sign into Indian Rocks Beach at 5th Avenue and 
Gulf Boulevard. This will be an impressive approach into our 
community and add to the beautification of Gulf Blvd.
Mike Alea with FBC Mortgage is our  event sponsor. Mark your 
calendar for Oktoberfest, Oct 8th at Kolb Park and for vendor 
and sponsorship info see our website.
Action 2000 Indian Rocks Beach (A2K) seeks to transform 
the Gulf Boulevard Corridor and other adjacent commercial, 
tourist and residential areas into vital, thriving, attractive and 
desirable areas within which to live, conduct business, shop, 
dine, recreate, vacation and simply enjoy the finer qualities of 
life. We meet at the Beach Arts Center on the second Monday 
of each month, everyone is welcome. 
Find us at www.irbaction2000.com or on facebook - 
Action2000IRB. Action 2000 - Where Action is the Attraction!
frieNDS of irb DoG park
Our furry friends sought relief this summer at the newly renovated 
dog park and found more shaded areas, a drinking fountain 
and a spray wash area. Cooler days will soon be here, and our 
attention turns to the first event of the fall season: Oktoberfest. 
We will have a booth at the event in Kolb Park on Saturday, 
October 8th from 11am to 7pm. It is our annual membership 
fundraising event. For a $10 donation, new members receive 
a Friends of the IRB Dog Park coffee mug. Current members 
extending their membership for $10 receive a Friends shirt. You 
don’t have to own a dog to join. Donations help defray the costs 
of running our non-profit organization. Raffle tickets will be sold 
for a booth prize. Donations will help us purchase a much larger 
bulletin board for the park. 
Many people have not been “doing their duty” picking up dog 
poop, since the city does not supply bags. Therefore, we would 
also like to obtain a dispenser with biodegradable bags. Please 
visit our Oktoberfest booth. Sorry, only service animals are 
allowed at the Oktoberfest event. 
beach commuNitY fooD paNtrY
submitted by David Kline
Look for us at Action 2000’s Oktoberfest on the Beach, and the 
Indian Rocks Homeowners Association’s Taste of IRB, where we 
will be handing out information on our mission, the community 
we support, and our renovation project. 
We will work with the Rotary Club of Indian Rocks and the 
Pinellas County Sheriffs Dept. for the Holiday Meals Program 
that provides 50 complete Thanksgiving and Christmas meals, 
for those who struggle at holiday time. The Sheriff’s Department 
has been extremely helpful in identifying qualified families who 
are truly in need.
BCFP is excited to be planning a renovation, later this year, of its 
pantry located in the Calvary Episcopal Church building, 1615 
1st St, IRB.  Watch for information as the year progresses.
Monthly volunteer meetings resumed in August in the room 
directly adjacent to BCFP. 
We welcome anyone who would like to know more about our 
mission to help those who struggle with life’s basic needs. To 
volunteer, contact David Kline (727-418-1673 or kline22@
tampabay.rr.com). Experience is not required, just a desire to 
make a difference in someone’s life.




